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PM Announces New Security Corridor to Protect
Minerals, Empower Balochistan Youth

Syed Ali Shah, Ali Hamza,
News Desk:

QUETTA: In a high-level
move to safeguard economic
assets and restore investor
confidence, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday di-
rected the immediate deploy-
ment of the Frontier Corps
(FC) to Balochistan’s
Rakhshan division, establishing
a dedicated “security corridor”
to protect the province’s vast
mineral wealth.

The decision was finalized
during a meeting of the Na-
tional Action Plan’s (NAP)
Provincial Apex Committee in
Quetta.

The session was attended
by high-ranking civil and mili-
tary leadership, including Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
Chief of Defence Forces and
Chief of Army Staff, and
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti.

The newly approved secu-
rity corridor will feature addi-
tional FC wings, highway se-
curity checkpoints, an ad-
vanced surveillance grid, and
reinforced border posts.

”Pakistan is blessed with
immense natural resources,
particularly minerals,” Prime
Minister Sharif stated during
the meeting.

“Providing a secure envi-
ronment in Balochistan is ab-
solutely vital to maintaining the
confidence of local and inter-
national companies working on
these mega projects.”

The Prime Minister lauded
the Pakistan Army and the
Chief of Defence Forces for
their relentless counter-terror-
ism efforts across the country.

He also commended
Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti
for his governance initiatives,
particularly for enforcing strict
meritocracy and transparency
in district administration ap-

pointments.
Addressing long-term sta-

bility, PM Sharif emphasized
that modern technology and
superior training for the police
and law enforcement agencies
remain critical to permanently
eradicating terrorism.

A Focus on Youth
and Infrastructure

Beyond security, the Apex
Committee focused heavily on
socio-economic development.

The Prime Minister de-

tailed a comprehensive federal
strategy aimed at integrating
Balochistan’s youth into the
national mainstream.

The federal government’s
initiatives include expanding
higher education opportunities,
vocational and technical train-
ing, digital skills programs,
scholarships, and sports initia-
tives. ”We are committed to
providing our youth with a seat
at the decision-making table
and ensuring they have equal
growth opportunities through

aggressive development in in-
frastructure, health, education,
and connectivity,” Sharif said.

Key Progress
Indicators Shared

in Briefing
The committee was

briefed on several landmark
achievements and ongoing de-
velopments in the province:

Zero Polio Cases: No new
polio cases have been reported
in Balochistan since Novem-
ber 2024. Healthcare Boom:

Major health facilities, includ-
ing a Cancer Institute, Dialy-
sis Center, and Trauma Cen-
ter, are now fully operational,
with more projects underway.

Education Revival: Cur-
rently, 99% of schools in
Balochistan are active and
functional.

Solar Energy
 Savings:

A massive solar energy ini-
tiative has powered over
15,000 homes, resulting in re-

ported savings of approxi-
mately PKR 105 billion.

Economic Modernization:
Progress is underway on digi-
tization and transitioning to-
ward a cashless economy.

The apex huddle was also
attended by federal ministers
Khawaja Asif, Ahsan Iqbal,
Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi,
Attaullah Tarar, Khalid Magsi,
Jam Kamal Khan, Advisor to
the PM Rana Sanaullah, and
senior civil and military offi-
cials.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif Arrives
in Quetta on One-Day Visit

Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: May 19, 2026:
Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Mian Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, has arrived in Quetta

on a one-day official visit.
Upon his arrival,
      the Prime Minister was re-
ceived by Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail,
   Chief Secretary Balochistan

Shakeel Qadir Khan, and In-
spector General of Police
Balochistan Tahir Khan.

During the visit, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif is also
expected to chair a high-level
meeting to review the law and

order situation in the province.
He will receive briefings

on ongoing development
projects and discuss key issues
related to governance, secu-
rity, and public welfare in
Balochistan.

KP CM Afridi, Imran Khan’s
sisters stopped from meeting
former premier at Adiala Jail

NEWS DESK:

Capital  police on Tuesday
stopped Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail Afridi from
reaching Adiala jail in Rawalpindi
to meet incarcerated PTI founder
Imran Khan. Imran — imprisoned
since Aug 5, 2023, for concealing
details of Toshakhana gifts — is
serving a 14-year sentence at
Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail in a £190
million corruption case, also
known as the Al-Qadir Trust case.

The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) allowed the ex-premier to
have twice-a-week meetings — on
Tuesdays and Thursdays — with
his family, lawyers and other as-
sociates. Despite the order, the
former premier has been restricted
from meeting visitors for several
months. Afridi set off for the
Rawalpindi jail earlier today. He
was accompanied by Imran’s sis-
ters and a number of PTI workers
and leaders.

However, police stopped the
delegation at Islamabad’s Chungi
No. 26 from proceeding towards
Adiala Jail, despite heated argu-
ments. Meanwhile, a number of
PTI leaders, including Salman
Akram Raja, Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan, and Bushra Bibi’s daugh-
ters, reached Adiala Jail but were
not allowed to meet the PTI
founder. It is worth noting that
the cut-off time for visiting Imran
Khan was 4pm.

Meanwhile, according to
media reports, a medical team has
reached Adiala jail in order to con-
duct a medical checkup of the PTI
founder, whose health during im-

prisonment has been the subject
of concern and alarm.

Imran underwent a medical
procedure at the Pakistan Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences (Pims)
in Islamabad on the night of Janu-
ary 24 — a development con-
firmed days later amid an appar-
ent lack of knowledge by the fam-
ily. He has since been undergo-
ing follow-up treatments at Pims.

The attempted visit follows
a suggestion made by Imran
Khan’s sister Aleema Khan a few
weeks ago that the KP chief min-
ister visit Adiala Jail.

Aleema herself has regularly
been visiting Adiala Jail in at-
tempts to meet the PTI leader but
has been denied access. Since
her suggestion, Afridi has also
begun visiting the jail.

The chief minister being
stopped midway resulted in se-
vere traffic congestion, affecting
a large number of commuters.
Those en route to the airport were
the worst affected and resorted
to driving on the wrong side of
the road to reach their destina-
tion. Speaking to reporters regard-
ing the obstacles in meeting Imran
Khan, Afridi said that stopping
the chief executive and the entire
cabinet of a province on their way
to a peaceful meeting with him
amounted to discrimination
against the province.

He also highlighted the dis-
respect shown to Imran Khan’s
sisters on multiple occasions dur-
ing their previous visits to the jail,
including the use of water can-
nons, but stressed that the
party’s actions had remained
peaceful despite the hostility.
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Malnutrition in Balochistan

Call for Immediate
Launch and Expansion of
Pink Bus Service in Quetta

Amber Munir
Malnutrition in
Balochistan shared in
Quetta Voice on
Wednesday, April 14,
2021 page#04. The article
highlights the role of es-
sential nutrients in hu-
man resource develop-
ment along with a brief
introduction of malnutri-
tion, characterization of
malnutrition, procedure
of taking measurements
of SAM and MAM
cases, medical complica-
tions, community-based
management of acute
malnutrition (CMAM),
infant and young child
feeding (IYCF), etc.

Background: Sur-
veys regarding Nutrition

National Nutrition
Survey (2001-2002): The
National Nutrition Sur-
vey conducted in 2001-
2002 assessed the nutri-
tional levels and health
status of mothers and
children in Pakistan.
Data was collected
through a questionnaire
consisting of four mod-
ules including a house-
hold questionnaire, bio-
chemical and clinical
questionnaires, and a di-
etary form. Additional
biochemical samples in-
cluding serum retinol,
serum ferritin, and zinc,
were collected from
mothers and children un-
der-5. Urine samples
were collected from
mothers and children
ages 6-12 years for io-
dine deficiency. The sur-
vey sampled 10,656
households from 700 pri-
mary sampling units.

National Nutrition
Survey (2011): The NNS
2011 covered all prov-
inces: Gilgit Baltistan
(GB), Balochistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), Sindh, Punjab,
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) and the Feder-
ally Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA). This in-
cluded 1,500 enumera-
tion blocks (EBs)/vil-
lages and 30,000 house-
holds, with a 49% urban
and 51% rural distribu-
tion.

National Nutrition
Survey (2018): The 2018
Pakistan National Nutri-
tion Survey (NNS 2018)

is the largest national
nutrition survey carried
out in Pakistan. It is de-
signed to provide
policymakers, program
managers, and academi-
cians a unique set of nu-
trition-related data in-
cluding environmental,
anthropometric, and bio-
chemical indicators.

National Nutrition
Survey (2019): The aim
of NNS 2018-19 is to un-
dertake a field survey
and generate district-
specific nutrition infor-
mation related to malnu-
trition (both undernutri-
tion and overnutrition)
and micronutrient defi-
ciencies among women
and children in Pakistan.

Malnutrition status
in Balochistan

Balochistan is the
most under-developed
of Pakistan’s provinces,
with a high proportion of
children under five years
of age who are stunted
(52%) and 16 percent of
who are wasted. More-
over, the prevalence of
anemia among children
in this age group is 57%

and nearly 49% among
women of childbearing
age. Numerous factors
are thought to contrib-
ute to child undernutri-
tion in Balochistan, in-
cluding sub-optimal in-
fant and young child
feeding (IYCF) prac-
tices; frequent child in-
fections (especially diar-
rhea diseases and
measles); maternal nutri-
tional deficiencies and/
or illness and death; ab-
sence/inadequacy of mi-
cronutrient supplemen-
tation; and household
food insecurity and gen-
der inequity.

A survey con-
ducted by the National
Nutrition Cell revealed
that 49% of women in
Balochistan were suffer-
ing from malnutrition.
Moreover, the ratio of
maternal anemia was
49%, anemia among chil-
dren below five years
was 57% and iodine de-
ficiency among women
was 29%.

Balochistan Nutri-
tion Program for Mother
and Children (BNPMC)

In response to the
challenging nutrition
situation in the prov-
ince, the Department of
Health (DoH) launched
the Nutrition Program
for Mothers and Chil-
dren (BNPMC) in 2016.
They implemented nutri-
tion activities among the
rural and urban popula-
tion of seven selected
districts. The total popu-
lation of these districts
is 1,654,613, of which
estimated target popula-
tions include 132,369
pregnant and lactating
women (PLW). Stake-
holders include the
DoH, Peoples Primary
Healthcare Initiative
(providing health ser-
vices at Basic Health
Units in the districts),
and local NGOs.

The total cost of
the above project was
1,492.62 million PKR
(US$14.21 million) of
which 80% were pro-
vided by the World
Bank and 20% by the
Government of
Balochistan. A major
part  of the funding

(41%) was allocated to
strengthen institutional
arrangements which in-
clude staffing, technical
assistance for capacity
building, strengthening
coordination mecha-
nisms, addressing mal-
nutrition among chil-
dren and PLW (37%),
and addressing micro-
nutrient malnutrition
(13.6%).

Future Plans
The aforesaid pro-

gram ended in December
2019 and was limited to
seven districts; whereas
the malnutrition situa-
tion continues to exist in
22 districts of
Balochistan.

Therefore, the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
has assigned DoH and
PPHI to extend nutri-
tion intervention in 22
districts for which
project proposals are
ready; implementation
is expected from July
2021.

The author is a
program officer in
PPHI

Editorial:
The Balochistan
government’s recent
approval of the Pink
Bus Service in Quetta
is a landmark step to-
ward providing
women with safe, re-
liable, and dignified
public transportation.

Led by Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti and executed by
Dr. Faisal Ahmed
Khan, Chief of Public-
Private Partnership,
this initiative marks a
first in Balochistan and
follows the successful
model implemented in
Sindh.

Launching this
women-only service
with three buses is a
promising start, but
Quetta’s growing de-
mand calls for a larger
fleet.

To effectively ad-
dress the transporta-
tion challenges
women face, the gov-
ernment should ex-

pand this service to
include at least a
dozen pink buses.

A more extensive
fleet would signifi-
cantly enhance
women’s mobility,
providing not only a
safe travel option but
also empowering ac-
cess to education,
employment, and
healthcare facilities.

Female commut-
ers often encounter
issues like over-
crowding, harass-
ment, and long wait
times.

A larger pink bus
fleet would offer
them timely, comfort-
able, and safe trans-
portation, reducing the
daily struggles they
face on public trans-
port. Such an expan-
sion aligns with the
p r o v i n c i a l
government’s agenda
for social inclusion and
gender-focused urban
development, creating

a supportive environ-
ment where women
can travel freely.

The Pink Bus Ser-
vice represents more
than just transporta-
tion; it’s an investment
in women’s empower-
ment and indepen-
dence.

By increasing the
fleet, Balochistan can
set a strong precedent
for gender-responsive
policies that promote
equal access to public
spaces.

Expanding this
service in Quetta can
serve as a model for
other cities, creating a
safer, more inclusive
society for women
across the province.

Let’s call on the
Balochistan govern-
ment to enhance this
project by committing
to a dozen buses,
meeting the demand
for decent and secure
transportation for
women in Quetta.

THE DILEMMA OF ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
(AI) WEAPONS

Masoor ul Hassan
The danger associated
with autonomous and
semi- aut onomous
weapons systems is

u n ac c e p t ab l e .
There exist a near con-
sensus that such
weapons must not be
completely AI-con-
trolled.

The design must
include appropriate
levels of human judg-
ment while resorting to

them. This line of
thought gains more
credence when the
present degree of glo-
bal polarization is

taken into view.
The international order
is tilting towards au-
tocracy and the likeli-
hood of employment
of these weapons is
becoming a reality.
The norms and values
of world politics were
subjected to heavy
Trumpian Strain in the
recent past when the
competition of naked
power showed its ug-
liness in international
relations.

The Genesis of
warfare

The history of
warfare is as old as
the human race. The
Book of Genesis
states that Caine

killed Abel to sati-
ate his vengeance.
Ever since vengeance,
confrontation and bel-
ligerence have

remained more
pervasive than coop-
eration and amiability
in human relations.
The perception of

life as a zero-sum
game breeds selfish-
ness and consequent
animosity between in-

dividuals, groups, or
states. Instincts of
survival and procre-
ation are reflexive
thus natural for all liv-
ing organisms

including us hu-
mans.

War, being one of
the forms of

human relations,
received due at-

tention
However, what

distinguishes Homo

sapiens from other liv-
ing entities is the quest
for

controlling the
forces of nature like
wind, water, fire, and
Sunlight for enhancing
the level of

physical comfort
and peace of mind.
This pursuit did im-
prove amenities of life
over time but

alongside in-
creased societal com-
plexities. War, being

one of the forms of
human relations,

received due at-
tention of social scien-
tists for defining ethi-
cal and moral issues.

Caine, who may
have used a sharp
stone, a strong branch
of a tree, or simple
brute force to

strangulate Abel,
would be flabber-
gasted if he were to
visit our times. The
civilization we live in

today took centu-
ries over centuries to
materialize.

The use of electro-
magnetic s

pectrum was
considered a

game-changer
The use of elec-

tromagnetic spectrum
was considered a
game-changer before
Counter Measures
(ECM) were devel-

oped which then was
countered by Elec-
tronic Counter-
Counter Measures
ECCM.

When the lethality
of weapons created a
situation of mutually
assured destruction
(MAD) the situation
became unacceptable.
Various treaties like
Nuclear Nonprolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT),
Strategic Arms Re-
duction Treaty

(START), and many
more were signed to
avert the unaccept-
able destruction of the
human race.

Exercising
restraint was never

so important
Exercising re-

straint was never so
important before the
development of au-
tonomous weapons;
chemical, biological,
radiological, and

nuclear. The Perils
and Promises of Arti-
ficial Intelligence

Harnessing the
field of Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) in war-
fare brought a para-
digm shift in

the modus oper-
andi of warfare. It
eliminated the require-
ment of direct human
involvement in

selecting and en-
gaging targets. Even
the smartest of the
weapons were hith-
erto launched and

guided by hu-
mans.

This development
has given rise to the
debate of ethics and
morality all over

again. António
Guterres, the UN Sec-
retary-General joined
the skeptics on Twit-
ter where he

wrote in March
2019, “Autonomous
machines with the
power and discretion
to select targets and

take lives without
human involvement
are politically unac-
ceptable, morally re-
pugnant and

should be prohib-
ited by international
law.”

Word count (592)
Group captain

Masroor ul Hassan
served as Fighter Pi-
lot in the PAF.

He holds an
M.Sc. degree in De-
fence &amp; Strate-
gic Studies (DSS)
from

QAU and another
M.Sc. Strategic Stud-
ies from KU. He can
be reached

masroorulhassan
@gmail.com
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Trump puts off 'planned Iran
strikes' at Gulf request

10 countries, including Pakistan, condemn Israel's
interception of Gaza aid flotilla

Tehran moves to tighten Hormuz chokehold

Bolivia riot police clash with anti-govt protests

03

NEWS DESK:US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
on Monday he halted a
planned military strike
on Iran after urgent ap-
peals from Gulf Arab
leaders, while warning
that Washington re-
mains prepared for a
"large-scale assault" if
diplomatic efforts fail.

In a post on his so-
cial media platform Truth
Social, Trump said he
had been contacted by
senior regional leaders
seeking time for negotia-
tions aimed at securing
a nuclear agreement with
Tehran. He said the lead-
ers were optimistic
about a deal.

Trump said that he
was asked by Emir of
Qatar Tamim bin Hamad
Al Thani, Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman and United Arab
Emirates President
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan to hold off on
"our planned Military
attack, which was sched-
uled for tomorrow",
Trump said.

"Serious negotia-
tions are now taking
place, and that, in their
opinion, as Great Lead-
ers and Allies, a Deal will
be made, which will be
very acceptable to the

5 dead, including 2 teen suspects, after
shooting at San Diego's largest mosque

United States of
America, as well as all
Countries in the Middle
East, and beyond," he
added.

The president said
that this deal will include
no nuclear weapons for
Iran. "Based on my re-
spect for the above-
mentioned leaders, I
have instructed Secre-
tary of War, Pete
Hegseth, The Chairman
of The Joint Chiefs of
Staff, General Daniel
Caine, and The United
States Military, that we
will NOT be doing the
scheduled attack of Iran
tomorrow," he

announced."But have
further instructed them
to be prepared to go for-
ward with a full, large-
scale assault of Iran, on
a moment's notice, in the
event that an acceptable
Deal is not reached.
Thank you for your at-
tention to this matter!"

The announcement
came amid already
heightened tensions in
the Gulf region, where
diplomatic efforts to de-
escalate the Iran-US
standoff have shown
limited progress in re-
cent days, as differences
persist  over Iran's
nuclear programme and

NEWS DESK:Two teen-
age gunmen opened fire
on Monday at the Is-
lamic Centre of San Di-
ego, California, killing a
security guard and two
other men outside the
mosque before the sus-
pects were found dead,
apparently from self-in-
flicted gunshot wounds,
police said.

San Diego Police
Chief Scott Wahl said
local law enforcement
and the FBI were inves-
tigating the attack on the
largest mosque in San
Diego County as a hate
crime.

However, no pre-
cise motive or precipitat-
ing incident for the gun
violence has been pub-
licly suggested by au-
thorities.

All of the children
attending a day school
at the mosque complex
were accounted for and
safe after the shooting,
which erupted at about
11:40am PDT (1840
GMT), officials said.

At an evening news
conference, Wahl dis-
closed that the mother of
one of the two suspects
had called police about
two hours before the
shooting to report that
her son, whom she de-
scribed as suicidal, had
run away from home,

NEWS DESK:Bolivian
riot police on Monday
clashed with throngs of
demonstrators demand-
ing the resignation of
embattled President
Rodrigo Paz, AFP ob-
served.

The center-right
leader took office less
than six months ago fol-
lowing two decades of
socialist rule, promising
to end the South Ameri-
can country's worst eco-
nomic crisis in four de-
cades.

He scrapped two-

decade-old fuel subsi-
dies that had drained the
treasury's international
dollar reserves, but so
far he has failed to sta-
bilize fuel supplies.

Thousands of farm-
ers, miners, teachers,
workers from other sec-
tors and Indigenous
communities have led
weeks-long protests that
have blocked routes into
La Paz and caused sup-
plies to run low and the
majority of shops in the
capital to shutter.

The demonstrators

are calling for wage in-
creases, economic stabil-
ity and an end to the
privatization of state-
owned companies.

The country's larg-
est trade union, the Bo-
livian Workers' Center
(COB), has also joined
calls for Paz to step
down.

"We want him to re-
sign because he's incom-
petent.

Bolivia is going
through a moment of
chaos," 60-year-old
farmer Ivan Alarcon,

who traveled around 90
kilometres (55 miles)
from Caquiaviri in west-
ern Bolivia to protest,
told AFP.

Riot police used
tear gas to prevent pro-
testing miners from en-
tering the main square,
where government
buildings are located,
while the demonstrators
hurled explosives and
stones back at them.

Supporters of
former socialist presi-
dent Evo Morales, who
was in power from 2006
to 2019, arrived in La Paz
on Monday after march-
ing for seven days from
Oruro, about 180 kilome-
ters south of the capital.

After clashing with
protesters Saturday, po-
lice and military forces
managed to temporarily
open some roads into La
Paz as the city suffered
severe shortages of
food, medicine and fuel.

One protester died
in those skirmishes after
fall ing into a ditch,
deputy interior minister
Hernan Paredes said
Monday.

Protesters regained
their positions on Satur-
day and resumed their
blockades on Monday.

NEWS DESK:Iran's
Revolutionary Guards
(IRGC) said on Monday
that fibre-optic internet
cables passing through
the Strait of Hormuz
could be brought under
a permit system, as
Tehran announced the
formation of a new body
to manage the key wa-
terway.

The strait, through
which about 20% of glo-
bal oil supplies pass, is
currently a flashpoint
amid tensions between
Iran and the United
States l inked to the
wider regional conflict. A
tenuous ceasefire an-
nounced on April 8 still
holds, but the broader
peace process remains
stalled.

"Following the im-
position of control over
the Strait of Hormuz,
Iran, citing its absolute
sovereignty over the
bed and subsoil of its
territorial sea, could de-
clare that all fibre-optic
cables passing through
the waterway are sub-
ject to permits," the IRGC
said in a social media
post.

Simultaneously on

Monday, Iran's Supreme
National Security Coun-
cil announced on its of-
ficial X account the for-
mation of the Persian
Gulf Strait Authority
(PGSA), saying it would
provide "real-time up-
dates" on operations
and developments in
the strait.

The PGSA later said
in another post that it
was "the legal and offi-
cial representative au-
thority of the Islamic

Republic of Iran respon-
sible for managing tran-
sit through the Strait of
Hormuz." It added that
"navigation within the
designated jurisdictional
area of the Strait  of
Hormuz" would require
"full coordination" with
the authority, and that
passage without
authorisation would be
considered illegal.

Earlier, Iranian En-
glish-language broad-
caster Press TV had said

taking three guns she
owned and her vehicle.

Two teens dressed
in camouflage

According to the
chief, the mother said her
son was with a compan-
ion and the two were
dressed in camouflage.
Police initiated efforts to
track down the youths
and were dispatching
patrols to a nearby shop-
ping mall and the son’s
high school as a precau-
tion when calls came in
reporting the mosque
shooting.

The chief declined
to disclose the contents
of a note he said was

found by the runaway’s
mother.

Prior to the shoot-
ing, police were not
made aware of any “spe-
cific threat” to the
mosque or any religious
centre, school, shop-
ping area, or any other
place, Wahl said.

Police instead were
confronting a case of
“generalised hate rheto-
ric and hate speech,”
which together with re-
ports of a runaway teen-
ager with multiple weap-
ons wearing camouflage
“triggered a much bigger
threat assessment”.

The attack came the

week before Eidul Azha
and the Hajj pilgrimage.

“We have never ex-
perienced a tragedy like
this before,” Taha
Hassane, the imam and
director of the Islamic
Centre, told reporters.
“It is extremely outra-
geous to target a place
of worship.”

Scores of law en-
forcement officers called
to the scene encoun-
tered the bodies of the
three men affiliated with
the mosque shot dead.
Officials credited the
slain security guard as
likely having helped pre-
vent further bloodshed.

sanctions relief.
Against this back-

drop of uncertainty, In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi returned home on
Monday after a three-
day visit  to Tehran,
where he held high-level
meetings with Iranian
leadership, including
President Masoud
Pezeshkian, Foreign
Minister Abbas
Araghchi and Parliament
Speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf.

Naqvi was origi-
nally scheduled to return
on Sunday but extended
his stay for further con-
sultations.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
and nine other countries
on Tuesday issued a
joint statement con-
demning Israel’s inter-
ception of the Global
Sumud Flotilla.

The joint statement
by the foreign ministers
of Pakistan, Turkiye,
Bangladesh, Brazil, Co-
lombia, Indonesia, Jor-
dan, Libya, Maldives
and Spain was shared
by the Foreign Office on
the social media platform
X.

It said that the min-
isters “condemn in the
strongest terms the re-
newed Israeli assaults
against  the Global
Sumud Flotilla, a peace-
ful civilian humanitarian
initiative aimed at draw-
ing international atten-
tion to the catastrophic
humanitarian suffering
of the Palestinian
people”.

“The ministers re-
call with grave concern
the Israeli interventions
against previous flotil-
las in international wa-
ters and condemn the
continuation of hostile
acts targeting civilian
vessels and humanitar-
ian activists,” it said.

“Such assaults, in-
cluding attacks against
the vessels and the ar-
bitrary detention of ac-
tivists, constitute bla-
tant violations of inter-
national law and interna-
tional humanitarian law,”
the statement added.

“The ministers ex-
press serious concern

regarding the safety and
security of the civilian
participants of the flotilla
and call for the immedi-
ate release of all de-
tained activists, as well
as for full respect for
their rights and dignity,”
it said.

They also stressed
that repeated attacks

against peaceful hu-
manitarian initiatives re-
flected the “continued
disregard for interna-
tional law and freedom of
navigation”.

“They call on the in-
ternational community
to assume its legal and
moral responsibilities,
ensure the protection of

civilians and humanitar-
ian missions, and take
concrete steps to end
impunity and ensure ac-
countability for these
violations,” the state-
ment concluded.

Saad Edhi, the son
of prominent social
worker Faisal Edhi and
the grandson of late phi-

the arrangement consti-
tuted a "system to exer-
cise sovereignty over
the Strait of Hormuz"
and that ships passing
through the strait would
be sent instructions by
email.

According to data
from Kpler, traffic
through the strait was
slightly higher between
May 11 and 17, return-
ing to average levels re-
corded since the start of
the Middle East conflict.

lanthropist Abdul Sattar
Edhi, was detained by
Israeli forces on Monday
along with other mem-
bers of the Global Sumud
Flotilla, after its boats
were intercepted in the
eastern Mediterranean.

Indonesian news-
paper Republika said
nine Indonesians were

part  of the detained
group, including two of
its journalists.

Fifteen Irish citizens
were on the flotilla, in-
cluding Margaret
Connolly, sister of Presi-
dent Catherine Connolly,
organisers said.

Earlier on Monday,
Israel’s foreign ministry

had said on X that it
“will not allow any
breach of the lawful na-
val blockade on Gaza”.

Ships from the Glo-
bal Sumud Flotilla had
set sail for a third time
on Thursday from
southern Turkiye, after
earlier attempts to de-
liver aid to Gaza were in-

tercepted by Israel in in-
ternational waters.

Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu had con-
demned the latest at-
tempt to deliver aid to
Gaza by sea.

He told the com-
mander of the intercep-
tion force, “I believe you
are doing an extraordi-
nary job … thwarting a
malicious scheme de-
signed to break the
blockade

we have imposed
on Hamas terrorists in
Gaza,” according to a
statement from his of-
fice.

“You are carrying
this out with outstand-
ing success … and cer-
tainly with far less fan-
fare than our enemies
had anticipated,”
Netanyahu said.

Israel controls all
entry points into Gaza,
which has been under
an Israeli blockade since
2007.

During the Gaza
conflict, the territory
has suffered severe
shortages of food, medi-
cine and other essential
supplies, with Israel at
times halting aid deliver-
ies entirely.

A previous flotilla
attempt was intercepted
last month in interna-
tional waters off Greece,
with most activists ex-
pelled to Europe. Former
senator Mushtaq
Ahmed was among the
activists detained by Is-
rael.
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Deputy Commissioner (DC) calls for enhanced field operations against dengue threat

Balochistan universities receive Rs2.93b in
support from HEC in FY 2025-26

New twist in £190m case as
PTI Founder’s lawyers
object to court order

Pakistan's Panda Bond debut signals investor
confidence in economic recovery

PIEAS concludes
its Open House and
Career Fair 2026.

Experts stress need for
global scientific

cooperation,
evidence-based

policymaking to address
climate change

APHC-AJK holds
prayer meeting to pay
tributes to late Sheikh

Ghulam Hassan

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The Pakistan
Institute of Engineer-
ing and Applied Sci-
ences (PIEAS), under
the auspices of the
Pakistan Atomic En-
ergy Commission
(PAEC), successfully
concluded its Open
House and Career
Fair 2026.

The event brought
together students,
academia, industry
leaders, national and
international compa-
nies, and media repre-
sentatives on a vibrant
platform dedicated to
promoting innovation,
research, and profes-
sional development.

During the event,
final-year students
from various engineer-
ing and scientific dis-
ciplines presented
more than 120 innova-
tive projects. These
projects focused on
emerging technologies,
research, creative
problem-solving, and
industrial applications,
earning widespread
appreciation from in-
dustry representatives
for their technical
depth and practical

relevance.
The fair also fea-

tured the participation
of approximately 50
renowned national and
international compa-
nies and organizations.
This provided students
with valuable opportu-
nities for professional
networking, career
guidance, internships,
training, and future
employment pros-
pects, ultimately
strengthening the vital
linkages between
academia and indus-
try.

The ceremony
commenced with the
recitation of the Holy
Quran followed by the
national anthem. In her
welcome address,
Rector PIEAS, Dr.
Anila Usman, de-
scribed the capabili-
ties of young engi-
neers and scientists as
a guarantee for
Pakistan’s bright fu-
ture.  She emphasized
that the PIEAS Open
House and Career
Fair 2026 perfectly
reflected the talent,
hard work, and inno-
vative thinking of the
students.

ISLAMABAD (INP): A
prayer and condolence
meeting was held at the
office of the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference -
AJK (APHC-AJK) in
Islamabad under the
chairmanship of Con-
vener Ghulam
Muhammad Safi to pay
tribute to the former
Ameer of Jamaat-e-
Islami of occupied
Jammu and Kashmir,
prominent religious
leader and sincere advo-
cate of the Kashmir free-
dom movement, Sheikh
Ghulam Hassan, on his
demise. The participants
of the meeting paid glow-
ing tributes to the late
leader for his religious,
intellectual, social, moral
and national services.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Ghulam Muhammad
Safi said Sheikh Ghulam

Hassan was a visionary,
simple and dignified per-
sonality who dedicated
his entire life to Islam,
moral values, national
awareness and the Kash-
mir freedom movement.
He said the deceased al-
ways raised his voice for
truth and justice with pa-
tience, steadfastness
and dignity despite dif-
ficult circumstances and
political pressure.

He said Sheikh
Ghulam Hassan was a re-
markable combination of
knowledge,  wisdom,
moderation and sincer-
ity, adding that his role
in the religious and
moral training of youth
was also significant. Safi
said the late leader
strongly believed in the
freedom movement and
detested every form of
subjugation.

BEIJING  (INP): Pakistan
has tapped China's on-
shore bond market for
the first time, raising
Rmb1.75bn in a closely
watched panda bond
that gives Islamabad a
cheaper source of fund-
ing and offers Beijing a
fresh test case for the in-
ternational use of the
renminbi. The three-
year bond, priced on
May 14 and announced
the following day, car-
ries a coupon of 2.5 per
cent and was more than
five times subscribed,
according to people in-
volved in the transac-
tion.

The deal, equiva-
lent to roughly $250mn-
$258mn, marks
Pakistan's debut in
China's domestic
renminbi bond market,
China Economic Net
(CEN) reported on Mon-
day. For Pakistan, the
appeal is straightfor-
ward.

The country has
long relied on dollar
funding, Eurobonds and
sukuk to meet part of its
external financing

needs.
But with dollar bor-

rowing still costly and
external debt pressures
persistent, the panda
bond offers a lower-cost
alternative — not a re-
placement for dollar mar-
kets, but a useful addi-
tion to the sovereign
funding toolkit.

M u h a m m a d
Aurangzeb, Pakistan's
finance minister, said in
an interview that the 2.5
per cent coupon was the
lowest Pakistan had
achieved on a sovereign
bond.  He described the
transaction as "long
overdue", noting that
China is one of the
world's largest and deep-
est capital markets.

"This is a hugely
important diversifica-
tion trade for us," he
said, pointing to both
the widening of
Pakistan's investor base
and the addition of
renminbi funding to the
country's borrowing mix.

He added that the
deal also supported the
b r o a d e r
internationalisation of

the Chinese currency.
The bond is the first

tranche of a Rmb7.2bn
panda bond programme
approved for Pakistan.
Aurangzeb said the ini-
tial Rmb1.75bn issue
would not be a one-off
transaction. Once the
first bond settles, Paki-
stan plans to move
quickly to launch the re-
quest-for-proposal pro-
cess for the next tranche.

The deal was ar-
ranged by China Inter-
national Capital Corpo-
ration, Bank of China,
Standard Chartered and
Hongta Securities. Stan-
dard Chartered was the
only foreign bank among
the joint lead underwrit-
ers. A key feature of the
transaction is its credit
structure.

The Asian Infra-
structure Investment
Bank and the Asian De-
velopment Bank pro-
vided a partial credit
guarantee covering
about 95 per cent of prin-
cipal and interest, help-
ing the bond secure a
domestic AAA rating in
China.

That structure mat-
ters because weaker
sovereign borrowers
have typically needed
full  guarantees to
achieve the highest rat-
ing in China's domestic
market.

The Pakistan deal
suggests that multilat-
eral development banks
may be able to help
emerging-market sover-
eigns access renminbi
financing without rely-
ing on a fully wrapped
structure.

The proceeds will
be used for sustainable
development projects,
including water manage-
ment, energy infrastruc-
ture and healthcare-re-
lated investments. That
gives the bond a devel-
opment-finance angle,
rather than making it a
general balance-of-pay-
ments instrument.

The transaction
comes as China's panda
bond market is growing
quickly. Issuance
reached Rmb88.24bn in
the first quarter of 2026,
roughly double the level
of a year earlier.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Balochistan universities
have received Rs2.93 bil-
lion in support from the
Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) in FY
2025-26, reflecting con-
tinued funding assis-
tance for higher educa-
tion institutions across
the province.

According to an of-
ficial document avail-
able with Wealth Paki-
stan, the HEC has con-
tinued extending finan-
cial support to universi-
t ies in Balochistan
through recurring
grants, supplementary
allocations, and tenure-
track funding mecha-
nisms.

For FY2025-26, the
University of
Balochistan (UoB),
Quetta, received a recur-
ring grant of Rs948.805
million. In addition, the
university received Rs10
million in supplementary
funding and Rs39.549

million under tenure-
track support.

Similarly,  the
Balochistan University
of Information Technol-
ogy, Engineering and
Management Sciences
(BUITEMS), Quetta, re-
ceived Rs698 million
during FY2025-26. The
institution had received
Rs722 million in FY2024-
25 and Rs825 million in
FY2023-24.

Other universities
across the province also
continued receiving
HEC support. Sardar
Bahadur Khan Women
University, Quetta, re-
ceived Rs282 million in
FY2025-26 compared
with Rs313 million in
FY2024-25 and Rs293
million in FY2023-24.

The University of
Turbat received Rs173
million in FY2025-26. It
had received Rs192 mil-
lion in FY2024-25 and
Rs202 million in FY2023-
24.

Likewise, the Uni-
versity of Loralai re-
ceived Rs136 million
during FY2025-26. It had
received Rs152 million in
FY2024-25 and Rs175
million in FY2023-24.

Lasbela University
of Agriculture, Water
and Marine Sciences,
Uthal, received Rs327
million in FY2025-26. It
had received Rs342 mil-
lion in FY2024-25 and
Rs352 million in FY2023-
24.

S i m i l a r l y ,
Balochistan University
of Engineering and Tech-
nology, Khuzdar, re-
ceived Rs291 million in
FY2025-26.

It had received
Rs304 million in FY2024-
25 and Rs334 million in
FY2023-24.

Meanwhile, Bolan
University of Medical
and Health Sciences,
Quetta, continued re-
ceiving an annual alloca-
tion of Rs20 million dur-

ing FY2023-24, FY2024-
25 and FY2025-26.

The document fur-
ther showed that annual
recurring grants consti-
tuted the largest compo-
nent of funding for uni-
versities across the
province.  Recurring
grants exceeded Rs2.98
billion in FY2023-24 and
FY2024-25 and stood at
Rs2.88 billion in FY2025-
26.

Overall allocations
for universit ies in
Balochistan stood at
Rs3,302.354 million in
FY2023-24, Rs3,109.467
million in FY2024-25, and
Rs2,927.836 million in
FY2025-26.

The funding alloca-
tions indicate continued
support for higher edu-
cation insti tutions
across Balochistan
through recurring grants
and institutional funding
mechanisms covering
operational and aca-
demic requirements.

RAWALPINDI (INP):
Experts at a three-day
international conference
on life sciences stressed
the need for global sci-
entific cooperation, in-
novation and evidence-
based policymaking to
address climate change,
biodiversity loss and
sustainable develop-
ment challenges.

The conference and
expo, organized by Pir
Mehr Ali Shah Arid Ag-
riculture University
Rawalpindi (PMAS-
AAUR), in collaboration
with Himalaya Hemp and
Health (Pvt) Ltd and
Evolution Edutech Paki-
stan,  commenced on
Monday with participa-
tion of experts from sev-

eral countries.
Former vice chan-

cellor of the university
and former president of
Pakistan Academy of
Sciences Prof Dr Khalid
Mehmood Khan was the
chief guest at the open-
ing session. Addressing
the ceremony, he de-
scribed climate change,
biodiversity loss, food
insecurity, glacier melt-
ing and environmental
pollution as major global
challenges, and called
for interdisciplinary col-
laboration and science
driven solutions.

Vice Chancellor
PMAS AAUR Prof Dr
Qamar-uz-Zaman said
that the climate respon-
sive scientific.

SAHIWAL (INP):
Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Sahiwal, Captain
(Retd.) Samiullah
Farooq on Monday di-
rected all relevant de-
partments
to further enhance
field activities for den-

gue prevention and en-
sure strict implemen-
tation of anti-dengue
SOPs to effectively
tackle any emerging
situation in a timely
manner.

He expressed
these views while

chairing a review
meeting at Montgom-
ery Hall regarding the
ongoing anti-dengue
campaign across the
district.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner

General, Niaz Ahmad
Mughal, CEO Health,
Dr. Azhar Naqvi,
DHO,

Dr. Muhammad
Tahir Chaudhry and
other concerned offi-
cials.

The participants

were informed that 25
confirmed dengue pa-
tients were currently
reported across the
province,

while no con-
firmed case had so far
been reported in the
district.

The meeting was
further informed that
dedicated beds for
dengue patients had
been allocated at
Sahiwal Teaching
Hospital, DHQ Hospi-
tal, THQ hospitals and
Rural Health Centers

to deal with any pos-
sible situation.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Samiullah
Farooq said that al-
though the current
weather conditions re-
mained satisfactory,
the risk of dengue

I S L A M A B A D
(INP):   A significant
development has
emerged in the 190
million pounds case at
the Islamabad High
Court, where counsel
for former prime min-
ister Imran Khan and
his wife Bushra Bibi
has objected to the
court’s order granting
a final deadline for ar-
guments on appeals.

Barrister Salman
Safdar, representing
the couple, raised ob-
jections over the
court’s directive re-
garding the final time
limit for concluding
arguments in the case.
The counsel termed
the order harsh, unjus-
tified, and unfair in
light of the case facts.

In two separate
miscellaneous petitions
filed on behalf of
Imran Khan and
Bushra Bibi, the
stance was adopted
that jail meetings were
not being facilitated
and signatures on
vakalatnamas were
not being obtained,
preventing legal pro-
ceedings from moving
forward.

The petitions re-
quested the court to
order jail authorities to
allow meetings with
Imran Khan and
Bushra Bibi and to
ensure that signatures
on vakalatnamas are
obtained for filing ap-
peals in the Supreme
Court.

It was further
stated in the petitions
that no adjournment
request had been
made between March
19, 2025 and April 30,
2026, and that the first
adjournment request
was made on May 7
on genuine grounds.

The plea argued
that both petitioners
were affected by the
April 30 court decision
and are entitled to file
appeals against it. It
was also stated that jail
authorities were not
allowing meetings for
instructions, nor facili-
tating signatures re-
quired for legal ap-
peals.  The court has
been requested to di-
rect prison authorities
to arrange meetings
and complete all for-
malities related to le-
gal documentation.

could increase by
early August.

He directed au-
thorities to further ac-
celerate surveillance,
sanitation and public
awareness activities to
keep the district den-
gue-free.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates, Shafqat Ali Khan, called on
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, on the sidelines of the
Regional Envoys' Conference.

DFP urges Pakistan to raise Kashmir rights
violations at OIC, UN forums

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Jammu Kashmir Demo-
cratic Freedom Party act-
ing president Mehmood
Ahmed Saghar has urged
the Government of Paki-
stan to use its growing dip-
lomatic influence to safe-
guard the fundamental
rights and religious free-
doms of Kashmiris amid an
intensifying crackdown in
Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

In separate letters to
Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif and President Asif
Ali Zardari, Saghar felici-
tated Pakistan’s leadership
on the first anniversary of
Operation Bunyan-um-
Marsoos,

calling it a historic
battle that “compelled an
enemy to retreat in utter
humiliation” and earned
Pakistan global recognition
as an “invincible, mature
and responsible nuclear
power.”

He said the Marka-e-
Haq reflected Pakistan’s
unwavering resolve to de-
fend its ideological and geo-
graphical frontiers and
sent a clear message that
the country “could neither
be coerced nor intimidated.

”  Saghar alleged that
India had used the
Pahalgam incident as a pre-
text to launch attacks on
Pakistan and intensify re-
pression in Kashmir.

He said fundamental
rights, including freedom of

speech, peaceful protest
and assembly, continue to

be severely curtailed, while
Kashmiri leaders.
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DC Syed Rehmatullah Shah
Chairs District Coordination

Committee Meeting in Jhal Magsi

NoKundi Master Plan to Transform Town into Modern
Urban Hub: Mir Ejaz Khan Sanjrani

Anti-Polio Campaign Officially Launched in Barkan

Yousaf Sasoli:
NOKUNDI: Former Ad-
viser to the Chief Minis-
ter of Balochistan, Mir
Ejaz Khan Sanjrani vis-
ited multiple locations
included in the Nok
Kundi Master Plan and
reviewed the ongoing
GPS survey and demar-
cation work for the con-
struction of a modern
sports complex and the
widening of key roads in
the town.

During the visit, en-
gineers and planning
consultants briefed him
on the progress of the
survey, upcoming devel-
opment projects, and the
long-term urban plan-
ning strategy aimed at
transforming Nok Kundi
into a modern, well-
planned city in
Balochistan.

Tribal elders, politi-
cal and social personali-
ties, and members of the
Khan Panel also accom-
panied him.

Speaking to the me-
dia,  Mir Ejaz Khan
Sanjrani said the suc-
cessful implementation
of the Nok Kundi devel-
opment project would
place the town among
the leading modern ur-

Two Road Construction Workers Mysteriously Go Missing
in Dukki, Search Operation Underway

Qila Saifullah Administration Reviews Progress of
Ongoing Anti-Polio Campaign

JHAL MAGSI: A meet-
ing of the District Coor-
dination Committee
(DCC) was held at
Naulng Hall, Gandawah,
under the chairmanship
of Syed Rehmatullah
Shah to review develop-
ment projects, public is-
sues, and overall admin-
istrative performance
across the district.

The meeting was
attended by Asim Khan,
Rehmatullah Durrani,

stated that ensuring the
provision of basic facili-
ties to citizens, timely
completion of develop-
ment projects, and main-
taining transparency in
official affairs remain the
top priorities of the dis-
trict administration.

He directed all de-
partmental heads to en-
sure the immediate reso-
lution of public com-
plaints and emphasized
their responsibility to

evant authorities not to
compromise on quality in
any ongoing develop-
ment project and to en-
sure timely completion
of all schemes.

Officials from differ-
ent departments pre-
sented performance re-
ports and highlighted
challenges along with
recommendations for
their resolution.

Syed Rehmatullah
Shah stressed the need

DC Muhammad Ramzan Palal
Reviews First Day Performance of

Polio Campaign in Gandakha

complete BSDI develop-
ment projects with qual-
ity standards and within
the stipulated timeframe.

The meeting also
reviewed the district’s
overall law and order
situation,

performance of
educational institutions,
sanitation arrangements,
roads, and progress on
other infrastructure
projects.

The Deputy Com-
missioner instructed rel-

and officers from various
government depart-
ments.

During the session,
participants discussed
in detail the ongoing de-
velopment schemes un-
der the (BSDI), the law
and order si tuation,
resolution of public com-
plaints, and the perfor-
mance of different gov-
ernment institutions.

Addressing the
meeting, Syed
Rehmatullah Shah

Balochistan High Court Orders
Timely Completion of Sariab Service
Road and Samungli Road Projects

QUETTA: A two-member
bench of the Balochistan
High Court, comprising
Chief Justice Justice
Muhammad Kamran
Khan Mulakhail and Jus-
tice Justice Muhammad
Najmuddin Mengal, di-
rected authorities to en-
sure the timely comple-
tion of the Samungli
Road and Sariab Service
Road development
projects while hearing a
case related to ongoing
development and traffic
management plans in
Quetta. During the hear-
ing, the Additional Attor-
ney General presented
an interim report on be-
half of the Cantonment
Board Quetta, while the
Project Director of the
Chief Minister Package
for Quetta Development
(CMPQD) and legal rep-
resentatives submitted a
proposed master plan
concerning improve-
ments to Samungli Road
and traffic management.

The court was in-
formed that joint meet-
ings and site visits with
the Cantonment Board
had already been com-
pleted, a topographic
map had been prepared,
and the detailed master

ban centers of
Balochistan. He stated
that the master plan in-
cludes the construction
of a commercial market,
wide roads, a state-of-
the-art sports complex,
family parks, a modern
bus terminal, and an up-
graded traffic manage-
ment system to improve
civic amenities and pub-
lic infrastructure.

He further ex-

plained that the Nok
Kundi urban develop-
ment master plan has
been designed to ad-
dress long-standing
civic and infrastructure
challenges while ensur-
ing sustainable urban
development, organized
city planning, and a
cleaner environment for
future generations.

Highlighting the
significance of sports

infrastructure, Mir Ejaz
Khan Sanjrani said the
proposed sports com-
plex in Nok Kundi would
promote healthy activi-
ties among youth and
help nurture local sport-
ing talent. He added that
the road expansion
project would reduce
traffic congestion, im-
prove transportation
networks, and support
commercial and eco-

QILA SAIFULLAH:
Deputy Commissioner
Sagar Kumar chaired an
important evening re-
view meeting regarding
the ongoing anti-polio
campaign in the district,
where officials assessed
campaign performance,
vaccination coverage,
and operational chal-
lenges in detail.

The meeting was
attended by District
Health Officer Dr.
Waheed ur Rehman, the
District Polio Officer,
monitoring officers, rep-
resentatives of the
World Health Organiza-
tion,

ERA officials, and
other officers associated
with the campaign.

Field Performance
and Coverage Reviewed
During the meeting, field
supervisors and UC
monitors presented de-
tailed performance re-
ports from their respec-
tive areas.

District Health Of-

ficer Dr. Waheed ur
Rehman briefed partici-
pants on the overall
progress of the cam-
paign,

the number of vac-
cinated children, and ar-
eas where vaccination
coverage still requires
improvement.

Officials also dis-
cussed field-level chal-
lenges and strategies to

strengthen outreach ef-
forts in vulnerable and
hard-to-reach communi-
ties.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Calls for Zero
Missed Children Ad-
dressing the meeting,
Deputy Commissioner
Sagar Kumar stated that
the complete eradication
of polio remains one of
the government’s high-

plan had been forwarded
to the central committee
for final approval. Rep-
resentatives of the
Methodist Church also
presented 3D proposals
aimed at beautification
and traffic improvement
around Imdad Chowk
and Zarghoon Road.

The Director Gen-
eral of the Balochistan
Traffic Engineering Bu-
reau briefed the court on
ongoing projects to
regulate traffic flow on
Hali Road, Zarghoon
Road, and areas sur-
rounding the
Balochistan High Court.

During proceed-
ings, the petitioner high-
lighted concerns regard-
ing potential traffic con-
gestion and public in-
convenience caused by
proposed U-turns near
Railway Station and
Colony Road. Alterna-
tive U-turns near Imdad
Chowk and in front of
the Railway Station were
suggested to minimize
traffic jams.

The court directed
the CMPQD Project Di-
rector and the DG BTEB
to conduct a detailed re-
view of the identified lo-
cations and submit a

nomic growth in the re-
gion.

Local tribal and so-
cial elders welcomed the
initiative and expressed
optimism that the timely
completion of the Nok
Kundi Master Plan
would enhance the
town’s beauty, infra-
structure, investment
opportunities, and over-
all economic develop-
ment.

est priorities.
He directed field

teams to ensure that no
child is left without re-
ceiving polio drops and
instructed vaccination
workers to perform their
duties with honesty,
dedication, and effi-
ciency.

He appreciated the
technical support being
provided by WHO and

ERA representatives,
emphasizing that coordi-
nated efforts among all
institutions are essential
for the success of the
campaign.

Monitoring and
Public Cooperation Em-
phasized The deputy
commissioner instructed
monitoring officers to
maintain an active field
presence and further im-
prove the daily report-
ing system to ensure ac-
curate tracking of cam-
paign progress.

He also appealed to
parents to fully cooper-
ate with polio teams and
ensure that every child
under five years of age
receives polio vaccina-
tion to protect them from
lifelong disability.

At the conclusion
of the meeting,  the
deputy commissioner
thanked all participants
and expressed hope that
collective efforts would
help make Qila Saifullah
a polio-free district.

for stronger coordina-
tion and cooperation
among all institutions,
stating that only a coor-
dinated strategy can ef-
fectively address public
issues.

He urged all officers
to perform their duties
with dedication and a
spirit of public service to
accelerate the process of
development and pros-
perity in Jhal Magsi and
reduce the difficulties
faced by local residents.

U S T A
M U H A M M A D /
GANDAKHA:  An
evening review meet-
ing regarding the May
2026 Sub-National
Immunization Days
(SNID) anti-polio
campaign was held at
Rural Health Center
Gandakha under the
chairmanship of
Muhammad Ramzan
Palal. The meeting
was attended by Dr.
Muhammad Nasir
Kakar, health depart-
ment officials,
UCMOs, and cam-

anti-polio campaign
across all union coun-
cils of Tehsil
Gandakha.

Briefings were
presented on cam-
paign progress, chal-
lenges faced in the
field, and vaccination
coverage in each
union council.

Officials were di-
rected to ensure that
at least 95 percent of
children under the age
of five receive polio
vaccination during the
campaign.

Addressing the

paign monitors.
During the ses-

sion, participants con-
ducted a detailed re-
view of the first day’s
performance of the

Muhammad district is
a matter of serious
concern.

He stressed that
every child must re-
ceive polio drops in
order to protect them
from lifelong disability.

The Deputy Com-
missioner urged field
teams to perform their
duties with dedication
and seriousness while
ensuring that no child
is left unvaccinated.

He further in-
structed authorities to
immediately resolve
operational chal-

meeting, Muhammad
Ramzan Palal stated
that the presence of
poliovirus in environ-
mental samples col-
lected from Usta

lenges, strengthen mi-
cro-planning, and uti-
lize all available re-
sources to make the
campaign fully suc-
cessful.

comprehensive report.
The bench also ex-

pressed displeasure
over delays in laying the
asphalt  layer on
Samungli Road due to
certain restrictions im-
posed by the Canton-
ment Board Quetta.

The court ordered
immediate completion of
asphalt work on both
Samungli Road and
Sariab Service Road and
stated that no institution
would be allowed to ob-
struct development ac-
tivities. Authorities were
further instructed to
submit regular progress
reports before the court.

During the hearing,
the Additional Advo-
cate General informed
the court that he had
been de-notified from
his position.

Hussain Zarkoon:
D U K K I ,
BALOCHISTAN:
Two laborers working
for a road construction
company in the
Karahz Camp area of
Dukki have mysteri-
ously gone missing,
prompting police to
launch an investigation
and intensify search
efforts.

According to po-
lice, the missing work-
ers were employed at
a site camp of a con-
struction company
working on the
Dukki–Chamalang
Highway project. Af-
ter completing their
work, the two men re-
portedly left for Ismail

City, but disappeared
while traveling on the
route.

Police said the
workers have been

missing since 8:00 PM,
raising concerns
among local authori-
ties and family mem-
bers. Their motorcycle

was later recovered
from the roadside near
Main Nanasahib
Road, while both of
their mobile phones

remain switched off.
The missing indi-

viduals have been
identified as 29-year-
old Wazir Khan, son of
Muhammad Nawaz
Tareen, and 20-year-
old Ameenullah, son of
Asad Shan Tareen.
Both are reportedly
residents of Ismail
City.

Authorities have
initiated an investiga-
tion into the incident
and expanded search
operations in various
areas to locate the
missing workers. Po-
lice say efforts are on-
going, and further de-
tails will be shared as
the investigation
progresses.

BARKAN:  Deputy
Commissioner Saeed ur
Rehman Kakar officially
inaugurated the district-
wide anti-polio cam-
paign alongside District
Health Officer Dr.
Mujeeb Bugti and WHO
District Polio Officer Dr.
Nasir Khetran.

During the inaugu-
ration ceremony, the
deputy commissioner
administered polio drops
to children, formally
launching the campaign
across the district.

Authorities Stress
Importance of Complete
Polio Eradication Speak-
ing on the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
Saeed ur Rehman Kakar
said that the complete
eradication of polio is a
national responsibility
and all relevant institu-
tions are actively work-
ing to achieve this goal.

He appealed to par-
ents to ensure that all
children under the age of
five receive polio drops

to protect them from life-
long disability caused
by the virus.

Instructions Issued
for Full Campaign Cov-
erage The deputy com-

missioner directed
health authorities and
field teams to ensure that
no child is left unvacci-
nated during the cam-
paign.

He emphasized that
vaccination teams must
perform their duties re-
sponsibly and with full
dedication to achieve
maximum coverage.

Health department
officials, members of po-
lio teams, and other con-
cerned authorities were
also present during the
launch ceremony.
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Indian retailers raise fuel prices
again in response to Iran war

Provinces asked to raise Rs400bn
more to meet IMF goals

Import push C/A back into deficit

Rs6-per-unit tariff shock averted
NEWS DESK:The gov-
ernment on Monday
claimed to have rescued
consumers from up to
Rs6-per-unit electricity
tariff hike following
timely interventions to
arrange liquefied natural
gas (LNG) supplies.

It  projected that
consumers may instead
receive a nominal relief
of 20 paisa per unit in
June bills against the
anticipated tariff in-
crease due to a hike in
fuel prices and shortage
of LNG for power gen-
eration.

Pakistan arranged
LNG cargoes through
spot market and the re-
sumption of LNG ship-
ments from Qatar on a
contract basis.

"Owing to timely
state interventions, as-
tute policy decisions
and moderate load man-
agement, the federal
government has
shielded electricity con-
sumers from a projected
tariff hike of Rs5-6 per
unit for the billing month
of June 2026," said the
Power Division in a
statement.

Despite an acute
shortage of re-gasified
LNG (RLNG), triggered
by the regional conflict
(the US-Iran war), an un-

precedented surge in in-
ternational fuel prices
and the forced genera-
tion of electricity using
expensive fuel oil, the
government 's policy
continuity and rigorous
mitigation measures
would prevent any up-
ward revision in June's
electricity bills, it said.
On the contrary, "con-
sumers are projected to
receive a nominal relief
of up to 20 paisa per
unit."

RLNG plays a piv-
otal role in Pakistan's
power generation infra-
structure. In the refer-
ence tariff, the price of
RLNG was projected

Govt eyes tokenisation of bonds via blockchain

against the Brent crude
price of $70 per barrel;
however, in April 2026,
Brent surged to $120 per
barrel.

"Under ordinary
circumstances, such a
spike would have auto-
matically translated into
an FPA (fuel price adjust-
ment) of Rs5-6 per unit,"
elaborated the Power
Division. "Neverthe-
less, through crisis man-
agement, the govern-
ment mitigated the acute
surge in Brent prices and
the unavailability of
RLNG."

The division
emphasised that it was
achieved by allocating

additional domestic gas
supplies,  optimising
power generation
through furnace oil and
imported coal-fired
power plants, and en-
forcing balanced load
management. Conse-
quently, the actual fuel
adjustment for April 2026
was tightly contained at
a mere Rs1.73 per unit.

Details revealed
that optimum administra-
tive oversight and struc-
tural policy interven-
tions, which led to a re-
duction in transmission
and distribution losses
alongside other sectoral
reforms, yielded positive
outcomes.

NEWS DESK:The fed-
eral government asked
the provinces on Mon-
day to increase their rev-
enue contribution by at
least Rs400 bill ion,
nearly 40 per cent of
their existing share, in
the coming fiscal year
through more effective
collection strategies in
agriculture, property
and services to remain in
the good books of the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

At a consultative
meeting with provincial
finance ministers, Fi-
nance Minister
M u h - a - m m a d
Aurangzeb conveyed
the IMF’s deep satisfac-
tion over the robust fis-
cal performance of both
the four provinces and
the Centre during the
current fiscal year.

Speaking to provin-
cial ministers via video
link, Mr Aurangzeb said
the IMF mission cur-
rently visit ing

Islamabad, as well as the
federal government, ex-
pected the federating
units to remain equally
prudent in their fiscal
operations for the re-
mainder of the current
year and to perform even
better next year, a senior
Ministry of Finance of-
ficial who attended the
meeting told Dawn.

The IMF staff mis-
sion,  led by mission
chief Iva Petrova, has
been in Islamabad since
May 13 to finalise, in
consultation with gov-
ernment authorities, next
year’s budget targets
and strategies for
achieving them.

Aurangzeb praises
fiscal discipline, seeks
stronger tax collection in
property, services and
agriculture

Provinces told to
revise revenue targets

The provinces were
asked to review their
revenue targets and col-
lection strategies for

next year to increase
their contribution to the
country’s overall tax-to-
GDP ratio.

The two major rev-
enue-generating prov-
inces of Sindh and
Punjab were specifically
asked to improve their
revenue contribution by
around 40pc compared
to this year.

With limited scope
for expansion in
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, both fac-
ing varying security and
governance challenges,
the two larger provinces
were asked to generate
at least Rs400bn in ad-
ditional revenue next
year on top of what they
are expected to deliver
this year.

Sindh was re-
minded that much more
needed to be done in the
property tax sector,
while Punjab’s Agricul-
tural Income Tax contri-
bution was described as
far below its potential.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
is likely to link its Naya
Pakistan Certificates
(NPCs) and sovereign
bonds to a regulated
blockchain via Digitally
Native Notes (DNNs) to
enable swift settlement
for retail investors, par-
ticularly overseas Paki-
stanis.

A meeting, presided
over by Finance Minis-
ter Muhammad
Aurangzeb with the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) and the newly cre-
ated Pakistan Virtual As-
sets Regulatory Author-
ity (PVARA) on Mon-
day, discussed the
tokenisation of sover-
eign debt instruments
and NPCs.

It examined poten-
tial structures, imple-
mentation pathways,
regulatory consider-
ations, and next steps
for exploring tokenised
sovereign instruments
within Pakistan’s evolv-
ing financial ecosystem.

A central element of
the discussion was the
international precedent
for sovereign and quasi-
sovereign debt
tokenisation and how
Pakistan can adopt a
structure aligned with
established global mar-
ket infrastructure.

“It was agreed that
PVARA, Ministry of Fi-
nance and SBP will con-
tinue to coordinate on
the design, governance,

and phased develop-
ment of the agenda. Fur-
ther announcements will
follow as the work
progresses through the
appropriate approvals,”
the Ministry of Finance
said.

Pakistan plans to

issue Naya Pakistan Cer-
tificates and sovereign
bonds as Digitally Na-
tive Notes

The model under
consideration, often re-
ferred to as a DNN is-
sued through a regu-
lated financial market in-

frastructure, allows a
sovereign bond to be
created on a regulated
blockchain platform at
the moment of issuance,
with same-day settle-
ment before integrating
with the conventional in-
ternational clearing and

settlement systems that
already serve Pakistan’s
existing Eurobond
programme, added the
statement.

The bond’s coupon
payments, secondary
trading, and final repay-
ment continue through

the established global
infrastructure, ensuring
full interoperability with
the institutional investor
base that participates in
Pakistan’s conventional
sovereign issuances.

“The tokenisation
of NPCs to potentially

enable broader retail par-
ticipation, improve ac-
cessibility for overseas
Pakistanis,

and create more
seamless digital invest-
ment rails connected to
global markets was also
discussed,” the state-

ment said, adding that
the session marked one
of the first high-level
governmental discus-
sions in Pakistan fo-
cused specifically on
sovereign asset
tokenisation and the
role blockchain infra-
structure can play in
modernising capital mar-
kets,

expanding investor
access, and enabling
Pakistan to participate in
the financial infrastruc-
ture of the new economy.

Multilaterals like
the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank and
markets like Hong Kong
and the Middle East are
issuing DNNs to
modernise markets and
minimise sett lement
risks.

The meeting noted
that the Roshan Digital
Account (RDA) had so
far attracted close to $13
billion in cumulative in-
flows from overseas Pa-
kistanis and interna-
tional investors since its
launch in 2020,

with the majority of
that capital deployed
within Pakistan’s
economy.

“It  was further
noted that the proposed
digital  distribution
agenda is intended to
extend this investment
channel to a broader
base of eligible global
investors under full
regulatory supervision”.

As a result, the provin-
cial contribution to the
tax-to-GDP ratio was
considered unsustain-
able.

Mr Aurangzeb told
all provinces that AIT
collection needed to be
expanded aggressively.

Matching fiscal ef-
fort

The IMF has asked
the Centre to introduce
at least Rs430bn worth
of additional budgetary
mea--sures in the upcom-
ing bud-get, alongside a
nearly matching amount
of Rs430bn to be gener-
ated by the four prov-
inces.

This would raise to-
tal provincial revenues
to Rs1.95tr next year,
compared to the
Rs1.264tr expected this
year.

The provinces are
expected to achieve
these targets through
improved collection of
GST on services and ag-
ricultural inco--me tax.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
external account slipped
back into deficit in April
2026 as a sharp rise in
imports outpaced export
growth, highlighting re-
newed pressure on the
country's balance of
payments despite
strong remittance in-
flows and improving
services exports.

According to data
released by the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
the country posted a
current account deficit
of $324 million in April
2026, compared with a
marginal deficit of $12
million in the same
month last year. On a
month-on-month basis,
the deterioration was
also significant after the
country recorded a sur-
plus in March.

The latest reading
brought the cumulative
current account position
in the first ten months of
FY26 to a deficit of $252
million, against a surplus
of $1.66 billion in the
corresponding period of
the last fiscal year.

Analysts said the
deterioration mainly
stemmed from a strong
rebound in imports amid
improving domestic de-
mand, easing restric-
tions on inflows and
higher global commod-
ity prices.

Brokerage house
Arif Habib Limited (AHL)
noted that the widening
deficit was driven by an

11.4% year-on-year in-
crease in total imports,
which significantly ex-
ceeded the 3.4% growth
in exports during April.

Total imports stood
at $6.9 billion in April,
compared with about
$6.2 billion a year earlier,
while exports increased
to $3.47 billion from
$3.36 billion in April
2025.

SBP data showed
that goods imports rose
sharply by 14% year-on-
year during April, indi-
cating stronger pur-
chases of petroleum
products, machinery, in-
dustrial raw materials
and consumer goods. In
contrast, goods exports
fell 2% on an annual ba-
sis, underscoring contin-
ued weakness in mer-
chandise trade.

However, services
exports remained a
bright spot for the
economy, registering a
robust 22% year-on-year
growth in April.

Technology-related
exports continued to
support the external ac-
count, particularly tele-
communications,

computer and infor-
mation services exports,
which reached $423 mil-
lion during the month.
Despite the growth in
services exports, the
overall trade deficit wid-
ened considerably.

According to the
central bank, the trade
deficit expanded to $3.4
billion in April, marking
a 21% increase on a
yearly basis and a sharp
47% rise compared with
March.

For the July-April
period, total imports in-
creased to $63.1 billion
from $58.1 billion in the
same period last year,
while exports edged
down 0.7% to $34.1 bil-
lion from $34.3 billion.

Economists warned
that the rising import bill
could increase pressure
on foreign exchange re-
serves and the rupee if
export growth fails to ac-
celerate in the coming
months.

The Real Effective
Exchange Rate (REER), a
measure of currency
competitiveness, rose to
105.80 in April from
105.17 in March,

indicating that the
rupee remained rela-
tively overvalued
against trading partners'
currencies.

NEWS DESK:India
state-fuel retailers
raised petrol and die-
sel prices by less than
a rupee per litre on
Tuesday, the second
increase in a week to
recover some losses
from high crude prices
resulting from the Iran
war.

After the rise of
roughly 0.9 Indian ru-
pees ($0.0093), con-
sumers will pay 98.64
Indian rupees for a li-
tre of petrol in New
Delhi and 91.58 Indian
rupees for a litre of
diesel, dealers said.
Prices vary across the
country because of re-
gional taxes.

Although petrol
and diesel prices are

deregulated in India,
the government exerts
significant influence
on prices as the ma-
jority shareholder of
the key retail compa-
nies.

Sujata Sharma, a
joint secretary in the
oil ministry, said on
Monday that state fuel
retailers have been
losing 7.5 billion Indian
rupees daily.

The government
has no plans to provide
financial support for
them, Sharma said.

Sources at refin-
ers said more price
hikes are needed to
recoup the losses.

The fuel retailers
did not respond to
Reuters’ emails seek-

ing comment.
India is the

world’s third-largest
importer and con-
sumer of oil and was
one of the last major
economies to raise re-
tail fuel prices after
the US-Israel war on
Iran triggered a surge
in prices globally.

State-run Indian
Oil Corp, Hindustan
Petroleum and Bharat
Petroleum, which to-
gether control more
than 90pc of a net-
work of 103,000 fuel
stations, tend to set
prices in tandem.

The state-run sup-
pliers raised petrol and
diesel prices on Friday
by 3 Indian rupees a
litre, the country’s first

price increase in four
years.

Dealers and ana-
lysts said they ex-
pected a staggered in-
crease in prices, simi-
lar to April 2022 dur-
ing the Covid pan-
demic.

Opposition parties
said the government,
headed by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi,
had postponed price
increases to try to win
votes in recent state
elections. Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata
Party won two of the
four states, expanding
its political influence.

Modi has urged
people to limit their
travel to conserve fuel
and curb buying gold.
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Sinner extends Masters streak

Sevilla safe despite Real defeat

After escaping Iran war, Haiti’s Nazon awaits World Cup dream

CA chief downplays fears Indian investment in Big
Bash League could lead to loss of control

Mushfiqur ton leaves Pakistan needing
record run chase to beat Bangladesh

NEWS DESK:Haiti’s
record goalscorer
Duckens Nazon was al-
ready strapped into his
seat, the aircraft on the
tarmac at Tehran airport
ready to take off, when
his phone lit up with a
message from a friend
playing in Israel.

The alarm, the war
alarm in Israel was just
ringing, Nazon, 32, re-
called his friend saying.

“I said, wow, I’m so
lucky because I’m on the
plane right now, ready to
take off.”

Ten seconds later,
his luck ran out.

The cabin chief
said, Everybody has to
get off the plane. The
war has started.

The sky is closed,
Nazon told Reuters. And
now you start survival
mode.

Nazon, who plays
for Tehran-based
Esteghlal FC, was trying
to reach Paris to secure
a visa ahead of the
World Cup,

where Haiti will be
competing after a 52-
year absence.

Instead, he began
an improvised escape by
road that would take him
across a country at war
and out via Azerbaijan.

For Nazon, the dan-
ger was immediate but
adrenaline dulled the
fear.

His main concern
was reaching his Mo-
roccan wife and their
four children to let them

know he was safe, after
they had returned to her
home country having
struggled to settle in
Tehran, a decision he
now considers crucial.

“I’m so happy and
glad my family was not
with me at this moment,”
the former Coventry City
striker said.

“When you are
alone, you can think
quicker, and move

faster.”
After being ordered

off the plane, Nazon ran
into team-mate Munir El
Haddadi, who had to
disembark another
flight.

His instinct was to
leave the country as
quickly as possible, but
the club needed to
organise transport for
several players.

They drove back to-

wards Tehran even as
others tried to flee.

“We took the high-
way on the way to the
city, and the other high-
way was blocked for
kilometres,” Nazon said.

“Nobody wanted to
go in the city because
the bombs were striking
there.”

As they drove, he
saw explosions nearby.

“We saw one strike

100 metres away,” he
said. When you think
about it after, it’s a bit,
wow.“

With communica-
tions largely down,
Nazon had a brief win-
dow of connectivity
through a team security
official’s phone.

In that time, he con-
tacted his family, asked
his wife to book him a
flight from Azerbaijan

and bought an e-SIM in
the hope it would con-
nect near the border, a
decision he believes
saved his life.

After hours waiting
for delayed transport, he
set off on a long drive
towards Azerbaijan.

“In total, I spent
maybe 20 hours on the
road,” he said. “I was
seeing some strikes … in
the sky.”

NEWS DESK:Jannik
Sinner has his eyes on a
first Roland Garros title
after winning the Italian
Open on Sunday to claim
a record-extending sixth
consecutive Masters
1000 tournament victory.

World number one
Sinner beat Casper Ruud
6-4, 6-4 to complete the
'Golden Masters' by
winning all of the ATP's
top-ranked events, in the
process becoming the
first Italian men's cham-
pion in Rome since
Adriano Panatta 50
years ago.

Only Novak
Djokovic had previously
won all nine Masters
1000 events before Sun-
day, but there was little
doubt about Sinner tri-
umphing over the last 10
days.

Sinner heads into
Roland Garros, which
starts next weekend, on
a 29-match winning
streak and will be intent
on banishing the ghosts
of last year's final when
he wasted three champi-
onship points before
losing to Carlos Alcaraz.

And his run of
match wins is even
longer in Masters 1000
tournaments -- now at 34
-- another record he has
established in a season

in which he has domi-
nated the men's tour.

Sinner can complete
his collection of Grand
Slams and, with his great
rival Alcaraz out of ac-
tion, few would bet
against him securing a
first title on Paris clay.

"I need to keep my-
self in form because
there's my most impor-
tant tournament of the
year coming up," Sinner
told reporters.

"I don't want to put
too much pressure on
myself because the pres-
sure comes anyway. The
most important thing to
do right now is take a

break and do the right
things."I don't  even
want to think too much
about tennis right now."

Ruud has won more
matches and tourna-
ments on clay than any-
one else on the men's
tour since the start of
2020 -- his last title on
the surface coming at
the Madrid Masters last
year -- but he couldn't
beat Sinner for the first
time.Norwegian Ruud
had never won a set
against Sinner in any of
their previous four meet-
ings, but immediately
improved on the fearful
hammering he received

At the border, offi-
cials refused to let him
through and demanded
additional paperwork,
but with intermittent sig-
nal from his Azerbaijan
e-SIM he managed to
reach the French Em-
bassy and his represen-
tatives, eventually se-
curing passage out.

Two days later, he
boarded a flight to Paris.

The experience has

NEWS DESK:Vinicius
Junior earned Real
Madrid a 1-0 win at
Sevilla on Sunday in La
Liga in the penultimate
round of fixtures, but re-
sults elsewhere mean the
hosts have secured
safety from relegation.

Levante earned a
vital  2-0 win over
Mallorca, who are 19th
and in grave danger,
along with Girona, 18th
after a 1-0 defeat at
Atletico Madrid.

Raphinha struck
twice for champions
Barcelona in a 3-1 vic-
tory over Real Betis at
Camp Nou, meaning the
Catalans have won all of
their home matches this
season in the top flight.

Their rivals Real
Madrid will finish the
season without a major
trophy for the second
year running, but pro-
duced a focussed dis-
play to beat Sevilla.

After Kylian
Mbappe complained
midweek he had been
told by coach Alvaro
Arbeloa he was Madrid's
"fourth forward" after
he came on as a substi-
tute against Real Oviedo,
the French superstar
started against Sevilla.

Mbappe teed up his
strike partner Vinicius to
send Madrid ahead in
Andalusia,  bringing
down a cross which the

Brazilian powered home.
Vinicius returned

the favour in the second
half but Mbappe blazed
over the bar when well
p l a c e d . F r a n c o
Mastantuono hit  the
post for the visitors from
outside the box as
Madrid sought a second
goal. Mbappe rounded
the goalkeeper and slid
home but was offside
and the goal was disal-
lowed.

"Today it was Vini's
turn to score, but Kylian
did a great job -- let's see
if he has better luck next
weekend," said Arbeloa.

"I'm very satisfied

with all my players, with
their effort. We're aware
that we haven't met our
objectives (this
season)."In the capital,
Atletico's Antoine
Griezmann started
against Girona in his fi-
nal match at  the
Metropolitano stadium
before joining MLS side
Orlando City.

The French for-
ward, Atletico's all-time
top goalscorer, arrived
for the match visibly
emotional.

'It's always Antoine'
Playing for the

500th time in Atletico
colours, Griezmann set

here from the Italian last
year by winning the first
two games.

But Sinner broke
straight back and took
the lead in the match af-
ter an opening set in
which the world number
25 held his own against
a player he'd previously
said "cannot lose".

Sinner then broke
Ruud again at the start
of the second set and
from there it was just a
matter of time before he
won the championship,
even though Ruud per-
formed with credit in
front of a packed centre
court crowd.

up Ademola Lookman
for the game's only goal.

"I always have to
say goodbye to people I
love. Now my brother is
leaving. Atletico
Madrid's all-time top
scorer... Thank you for
making us happy every
day," said Atletico cap-
tain Koke.

"In the tough times,
its always Antoine who
appears and puts a smile
on our faces."

Griezmann's former
club Barca also bid fare-
well to veteran Polish
striker Robert
Lewandowski in his final
home game.

left him reflecting on the
human cost of conflict.

“People lose their
life, they lose their fam-
ily … for what?” he said.
“I pray for peace.”

His future at club
level remains uncertain.
Nazon still has a year left
on his contract with
Esteghlal and said he
would return if condi-
tions stabilised.

“If the war is fin-
ished and calm, I’m go-
ing back to play foot-
ball,” he said.

For now, his focus
is on the World Cup in
the United States,
Canada and Mexico.

Haiti’s qualification
has ended a 52-year wait
— achieved despite
playing all their matches
away from home due to
gang violence — a mile-
stone Nazon is strug-
gling to fully process.

“I don’t even have
some words to describe
it,” he said.

“I think the day I
will realise is when I’m
going to be on the pitch
and they say it’s the
World Cup game.”

“It  gives me
goosebumps”

Drawn against Bra-
zil, Morocco and Scot-
land, Haiti face a daunt-
ing task, but Nazon in-
sists they will not be in-
timidated.

“We are not scared
of anybody,” he said.
“We come humble, but
also proud because we
are Haitian.”

N E W S D E S K :
Cricket Australia
chief executive Todd
Greenberg said fears
that private invest-
ment in the Big Bash
League (BBL) could
lead to the tournament
ceding control to In-
dian Premier League
(IPL) franchise own-
ers are overblown.

CA’s privatisation
plan for the BBL has
stalled after the
Austr-alian board
failed to achieve con-
sensus with state

members. New South
Wales rejected the
proposal while
Queensland deferred
its decision.

Some concerns
stem from the grow-
ing global footprint of
IPL franchise owners
who now control or
hold stakes in teams in
T20 competitions in
England, South Africa,
the United Arab Emir-
ates and the West
Indies.

“I think that’s
o v e r b l o w n , ”

Greenberg told SEN
Radio on Monday. “In-
dia are such a huge
part of cricket, but
we’re not looking to
sell the game to India.

“That’s it, full
stop. We are looking to
add value to our clubs
and bring good part-
ners in, and the deci-
sion on who those
partners are at the be-
hest of the states. So,
it’s on them to choose
their partners.”

CA had hoped to
raise up to $427 mil-

lion to future-proof the
sport, boost its fi-
nances and improve
Aus-tr-a-lia’s com-
petitiveness in T20
cricket.

Greenberg said
Australian cricket
should not shut the
door on Indian inves-
tors.

“What I find a
little polarising is al-
most every business
(and) every govern-
ment agency I talk to
are desperately keen
to do business in India
to create diplomacy,
trade and opportunity,”
he said.

 “So, the flip of
that is that we would
look to do that in our
country as well, in
some parts of the
BBL, not the entire
part.

“I think we’ve got
to have a very open
mind.” Greenberg
added that CA was
examining whether
the BBL could operate
with some teams hav-
ing private capital and
ownership and others
being run under a
more traditional
model.

NEWS DESK:Veteran
batter Mushfiqur Rahim
hit a glittering century
as Bangladesh set Paki-
stan an imposing target
of 427 to win the second
Test after another com-
manding day for the
hosts on Monday.

Bangladesh posted
390 all out in their sec-
ond innings on day
three with Mushfiqur,
who made 137, and
Litton Das, who hit 69,
putting together 123
runs for the fifth wicket.

The 39-year-old
Mushfiqur rolled back
the years as he scored
his 14th Test century,
surpassing Mominul
Haque’s record of 13 for
Bangladesh.

Pakistan openers
Azan Awais and
Abdullah Fazal survived
the last two overs of the
day without scoring be-
fore bad light ended
play.

The visitors will
need a record chase to
level the two-match se-
ries after Bangladesh
won the opener.

Bangladesh’s Taijul
Islam plays a shot dur-
ing the third day of the
second Test match be-
tween Bangladesh and
Pakistan at the Sylhet In-

ternational Cricket Sta-
dium in Sylhet,
Bangladesh on May 18,
2026.

West Indies cur-
rently hold the record for
the 418 they scored to
beat Australia in Antigua
in 2003, while Pakistan
have never successfully
chased more than 377.

Starting the day on
110-3 with a lead of 156
runs, Bangladesh lost
skipper Najmul Hossain
Shanto for 15,  but
Mushfiqur and Litton
put the Pakistan bowlers
to the test.

Litton, who scored
a century in the first in-
nings, looked good for
another big score but fell
to Hasan Ali at deep
third-man.

Mushfiqur reached
his century off 178 balls
with a boundary off
Mohammad Abbas —
the shot that moved him
clear of Mominul into
the history books. It was
also his eighth Test cen-
tury since 2022.

Taijul Islam pro-
vided valuable lower-or-
der support, adding 77
runs with Mushfiqur be-

fore off-spinner Sajid
Khan dismissed him for
22.

Mushfiqur was the
last man out as he be-
came Sajid’s third wicket
in the innings.

Pakistan’s players
celebrate after the dis-
missal of Bangladesh’s
Najmul Hossain Shanto
during the third day of
the second Test match
between Bangladesh
and Pakistan at  the
Sylhet International
Cricket Stadium in
Sylhet, Bangladesh on
May 18, 2026.
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Field Marshal Asim Munir Visits Quetta, Stresses Modern
Warfare and Lasting Peace in Balochistan

Social media posts case: IHC raises objections over failure
to submit certified copies of SC order

News Desk:Field
Marshal Syed Asim
Munir, NI (M), HJ,
COAS & CDF, visited
Quetta Garrison today,
the military’s media
wing said.

During the visit,
the Field Marshal ad-
dressed student offic-
ers and faculty mem-
bers at Command and
Staff College, Quetta,
the Inter-Services
Public Relations
(ISPR) said.

During his ad-
dress, the Field Mar-
shal appreciated high
standards of training,
intellectual rigour and
professionalism that
remain the hallmark of
Command and Staff
College, Quetta.

He noted with sat-
isfaction that the
graduates of the Col-
lege have continued to
distinguish themselves
through their excep-
tional performance
and dedication to the
profession.

The COAS &
CDF highlighted rap-
idly transforming

CTD official killed by unidentified
assailants in Turbat: police

Sindh IG vows transparency in cases
against Anmol alias Pinky

stretching across 'multiple domains'

character of modern
warfare and stressed
the importance of re-
maining abreast with
emerging technologies,
multi-domain opera-
tions, tri-services syn-
ergy and future battle-
field challenges. He

advised the officers to
continuously train
themselves and their
troops to effectively
respond to the chang-
ing character of war
while maintaining
highest standards of
professionalism, pre-

paredness and opera-
tional excellence.

Later, the Field
Marshal interacted
with officers and
troops of formations
deployed in
Balochistan. High-
lighting the contours of

prevailing security en-
vironment, he reaf-
firmed that Pakistan
Armed Forces, with
the steadfast support
of the people, remain
fully committed to the
eradication of terror-
ism in all its forms and

NEWS DESK: Sindh In-
spector General Javed
Alam Odho on Tuesday
vowed transparency in
investigations into drug
queenpin Anmol alias
Pinky, noting that the
probes stretched across
multiple “domains”.

Anmol was arrested
last week from her apart-
ment in Karachi in con-
nection with the posses-
sion of narcotics and an
unlicenced weapon. She
is in police custody till
May 22 in two of the 15
cases active against her,
while her judicial remand
in other cases extends
till May 30. Responding
to media queries at an
event held at the Karachi
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry, the Sindh
police chief said multiple
agencies were involved
in probing Anmol’s al-
leged criminal activities.

“There are now dif-
ferent institutions in-
volved […] so there will
be transparency, and
secondly, each [author-
ity] will work under its
domain,” he affirmed.

“You referred to one
bank account with Rs30
million, indicating a
huge quantum, so you
are absolutely correct.
We are working on this
exact aspect,” IG Odho
said in response to a
question by a reporter.

He highlighted that
the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) and
the National Cyber
Crime Investigation

Agency (NCCIA) were
among the institutions
working to probe crimes
unfolding in the investi-
gation process.

The officer ex-
plained that the FIA
would investigate if the
matter pertained to
money laundering and
the NCCIA would act
when it came to the “is-
sue of reaching out to
children and students
using cyberspace”.

“We have already
written to the FIA and in-
cluded them in our in-
vestigation,” the IG said,
explaining that the police
could not directly obtain
details about bank ac-
counts or probe money
laundering. “You are
right that this is not just
one account; it is our ap-
prehension and hope
that many such ac-
counts will be found,”
he said, adding that the
FIA would also register
cases. Speaking about
Anmol allegedly selling
drugs using
“cyberspace”, the Sindh
IG said the NCCIA was
now “a part of our team
as well”. Responding to
another query, IG Odho
acknowledged that
many “crimes were mi-
grating” to cyberspace.
He cited the example of
extortion, noting that
culprits sitting abroad
were involved as op-
posed to older methods
of making physical
threats.

“Similarly, the busi-

ness of narcotics has
transferred to
cyberspace as well, and
we are working together
with NCCIA and FIA on
this,” he highlighted.

“Sensitive federal
institutions are also with
us, so I believe that, God
willing, we will get all the
information to a great
extent,” he added.

Addressing the
strict security present
with Anmol during her
court appearances, he
emphasised that the po-
lice were keeping several
“risks” in mind.

“The nature of her
business is such that
there is a risk of many
names emerging. One
risk is that someone can
harm her, so [investiga-
tions] do not proceed
ahead,” he said.

Anmol, during her
court appearances, has
alleged she was facing
pressure from the police
“to take names” of poli-
ticians and other influen-
tial persons.

Odho went on to
cite police expertise, ac-
cording to which sus-
pects facing multiple
cases remained “under
stress”. “The objective
is not only to protect
others from them, but
also to protect them from
themselves,” he said.

At the same time, he
stressed, “We have not
provided security to her
as such; only what was
appropriate and
needed.”

‘We don’t want wheat from federation, we want our share
of water’: K-P governor

NEWS DESK:Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi said
on Tuesday that
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
does not seek wheat
from the federation but
instead demands its due
share of water, stressing
that constitutional rights
must be upheld.  He
added that if the prov-
ince is contributing elec-
tricity, gas, and minerals
to the country, it must
also receive its fair share
under the Constitution.

Speaking at  the
convocation of Abaseen
University in Peshawar,
the governor said efforts
had been made to en-
sure that the federal
government listens to
provincial concerns and
said the federal govern-
ment has formed a three-
member committee on
the issue of CNG station
closures in the province.

Kundi, welcoming
the move, thanked Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and said a meeting
would be held with it,
including representa-
tives of the provincial
government. The gover-
nor stated that Al i
Pervez, Rana Sanaullah,
and Rana Tanveer had
been included in the
committee.

K-P has been grap-
pling with a CNG short-
age since April, as sev-
eral filling stations re-

main closed, forcing mil-
lions of residents to
struggle with access to
affordable fuel. The situ-
ation has also disrupted
economic activity across
the province.

Governor Kundi
added that a meeting
with the committee will
be held soon, where rep-
resentatives of the pro-
vincial government and
opposition will also par-
ticipate. He said wheat
transportation is being
restricted, while smug-
gling has forced people
to purchase expensive
wheat in the market. “We
don’t want wheat from
the federation; we want
our share of water,” he
asserted, adding that if

the province got its
share of water, "then we
will supply wheat to
Punjab."

A day earlier, K-P
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi cri ticised the
Punjab government,
saying it was commit-
ting “atrocities” against
K-P by restricting wheat
supplies. “Article 151 of
the Constitution does
not allow any ban on the
inter-provincial move-
ment of food items,” he
said, adding that the
people of K-P were
forced to buy the most
expensive flour in the
country.

“Punjab has dam-
aged national unity by
stopping flour sup-

plies,” Afridi had said,
warning that the federal
government’s failed poli-
cies were being blamed
on the K-P government.

Also on Monday,
Afridi wrote a letter to
PM Shehbaz, demand-
ing immediate interven-
tion over the federal
government's decision
to cut gas supply to the
CNG sector in the prov-
ince. In the letter, he said
the CNG sector's re-
quirement of "approxi-
mately 36–40 MMCFD
Gas" had been "diverted
to the fertilisers sector,"
a move he warned had
"set the stage for wide-
spread agitation and is
posing a serious threat
to law-and-order situa-

tion in the province."
Separately, in a post

on X, the governor ex-
tended his gratitude to
PM Shehbaz for consti-
tuting a committee on
the "critical issue of
CNG closure in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa.” He
added that K-P produces
“nearly 508 MMCFD of
natural gas against a re-
quirement of around 130
MMCFD,” yet people
continue to face difficul-
ties. Referring to consti-
tutional provisions, he
said that “Under Article
158 of the Constitution
of Pakistan, the province
producing natural gas
has the first right and
precedence over its us-
age.” Kundi stressed
that “the constitutional
rights of the people of
K-P must be upheld.” He
also thanked the K-P
government and all po-
litical parties for sup-
porting the issue. “On
matters concerning the
rights of K-P and the
welfare of our people, we
must rise above political
differences and speak
with one voice,” he said.

In December, the
Punjab government im-
posed what the K-P pro-
vincial government has
termed unconstitutional
and illegal restrictions
on inter-provincial trans-
portation of wheat and
flour.

NEWS DESK: The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday raised
objections over the non-
submission of certified
copies of Supreme Court
orders during the hear-
ing of miscellaneous pe-
titions seeking early
hearing of appeals filed
by convicted human
rights lawyers Imaan
Zainab Mazari-Hazir and
Hadi Ali Chattha in the
controversial social me-
dia posts case.

Justice Muhammad
Azam Khan heard the
petitions seeking fixa-
tion of the sentence sus-
pension petitions at an
early date in light of di-
rections issued earlier
by the SC directing the
IHC to decide the plea
within a fortnight.

Senior lawyer Faisal
Siddiqi appeared before
the court on behalf of
the couple on Tuesday.
Former president of the
Islamabad High Court
Bar Association
(IHCBA) Riasat Al i
Azad, District Bar Presi-
dent Chaudhry Naeem
Gujjar, former federal
minister and Imaan’s
mother Shireen Mazari
and other lawyers were
also present in the court-
room during the pro-
ceedings.

At the outset of the
hearing,  Siddiqi in-
formed the court that

miscellaneous petitions
had been filed for the
early hearing of the sen-
tence suspension pleas.
He submitted that the SC
had already directed the
IHC to decide the matter
within two weeks.

Justice Khan, how-
ever, observed that the
court had not yet re-
ceived a certified copy
of the SC order.

“You should read
the SC order. I do not
have the order before
me,” the judge remarked.

Siddiqi responded
that a copy of the apex
court’s order had been
attached to the miscella-
neous petitions. The
judge then pointed out
that the SC order specifi-
cally mentioned that the
two-week period would
commence after receipt
of the certified copy.

“We have not re-
ceived the certified order
yet. Do you have one?”
Justice Khan asked.

The counsel replied
in the affirmative and of-
fered to hand over the
copy during the hearing.
However, the judge de-
clined to accept it di-
rectly and directed the
lawyer to place it on
record through the court
office. “This is not the
proper way to submit an
order. You should file it
through the regular of-
fice,” the judge ob-
served.

Siddiqi urged the
court to accept the copy,
saying the substance of
the order was already
before the court. How-
ever, Justice Khan reit-
erated that judicial or-
ders could not be taken
on record informally and

must be filed in accor-
dance with procedural
requirements.

“I cannot take a
copy like this.  You
should file a miscella-
neous application,” the
judge remarked.

During the ex-
change, Siddiqi ques-
tioned why the court was
reluctant to receive the
copy of the SC order,
maintaining that the
matter involved the
implementation of direc-
tions already issued by
the apex court.

Justice Khan then
asked why a certified
copy had not been filed
along with the miscella-
neous petitions in the
first place.

The counsel ex-
plained that when the
petitions were moved,
the certified copy had

not yet been issued by
the SC registry.  He
added that the petitions
had initially been filed
based on the order avail-
able on the SC’s official
website.

The judge ob-
served that such prac-
tice was procedurally
improper and directed
the counsel to formally
place the certified copy
on record through a
separate miscellaneous
application.

Siddiqi subse-
quently assured the
court that the required
application would be
filed the same day. Fol-
lowing the exchange, the
court adjourned further
proceedings.

During the SC hear-
ing on May 12, Siddiqi
had complained that the
IHC had kept his clients’
pleas for the suspension
of their sentences pend-
ing despite the passage
of two months.

Imaan and Hadi
have been in jail since
their arrest in January in
a case registered against
the two for protesting
outside the IHC and al-
legedly manhandling the
IHCBA president. While
the arrest prompted criti-
cism by rights bodies,
politicians, and journal-
ists, who stressed the
couple’s right to a fair
trial.

NEWS DESK:  A
Counter-Terror ism
Department (CTD)
official was killed in an
attack by unidentified
armed men in Turbat,
according to police.

According to re-
ports, the incident took
place in the Dashti
Bazar area of Turbat.

Following the inci-
dent, police and other
law enforcement
agencies cordoned off
the site and initiated an
investigation. A search
operation was also
launched in the gen-
eral area. According
to police, the body was

shifted to the Teach-
ing Hospital Turbat for
legal formalities.

On Saturday, po-
lice constable
Shakeelah was
gunned down in
Turbat. She was on a
motorcycle along with
her husband and child
when armed men tar-
geted her near Apsar
Research Farm. She
was on her way to
perform court duty.

“The lady con-
stable died on the spot
as she suffered mul-
tiple bullet injuries,
while her husband and
child were injured in

the firing,” a police
official in Turbat said.

In late April, a po-
liceman was martyred
and four others injured
in attacks on two po-
lice stations by uniden-
tified men in Kachhi
and Noshki districts of
the province.

Police officials
said unidentified
armed assailants riding
motorcycles attacked
the Dhadar police sta-
tion, firing rockets and
grenades. The police
personnel deployed at
the site took defensive
positions and retali-
ated.

manifestations.
The Field Marshal

emphasized that
Pakistan’s destined
rise cannot be ob-
structed through pro-
paganda, fake news or
externally sponsored
terrorism. He reiter-

ated that hostile forces
attempting to derail
Pakistan’s progress
through proxies and
propaganda will ulti-
mately fail due to the
resilience of the state
and the unity of its
people.

Underscoring the
importance of sustain-
able peace and stabil-
ity in Balochistan, the
Field Marshal high-
lighted that long-term
progress depends
upon a people-centric
approach, inclusive
development and im-
proved governance
alongside security ef-
forts. He appreciated
the ongoing efforts of
the Government of
Balochistan focused
on public welfare,
socio-economic uplift
and strengthening the
bond between the
state and the people of
the province.

The Field Marshal
also appreciated the
high morale, opera-
tional readiness and
professional commit-
ment of officers and
troops in maintaining
peace, stability and the
writ of the state in
Balochistan.

Earlier, upon his
arrival at Quetta, the
COAS & CDF was
received by Com-
mander Quetta Corps.


