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Balochistan Security: A Terrorist Killed
in Pishin Gunfight: Officials Say

From Our Correspondent:

PISHIN: A suspected militant as-
sociated with the outlawed
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan was
eliminated during a fierce
shootout with law enforcement
agencies in Balochistan’s Pishin
district on Wednesday evening,
authorities confirmed.

The high-stakes encounter
involved a combined force of lo-
cal police, security personnel,
and the Counter-Terrorism De-
partment (CTD).

Ambush Leads to Mountain
Pursuit

According to senior police
officials, the confrontation began
near the Sangar Killi area.

The Station House Officer
(SHO) of the City Police Station
Pishin and his team were return-
ing from a targeted raid in Killi
Karbala when their vehicle was
ambushed.

Unidentified armed assail-
ants operating on motorcycles
opened fire on the police convoy.
The security detail immediately
returned fire, wounding one of the
attackers.

Following the initial clash,
the suspects retreated into the
rugged, mountainous terrain of
Killi Sangar.

The Standoff at the Bunker
A swift reinforcement opera-

tion was launched as district po-
lice and CTD operatives pursued
the fleeing gunmen into the hills.

The situation escalated when the
suspects took up defensive po-
sitions inside a hilltop bunker.

An intense, protracted gun
battle ensued. During the ex-
change:

One militant was neutralized
inside the fortified position.

Weapons recovered included
a Kalashnikov assault rifle with
loaded magazines.

Logistical items seized in-
cluded a Honda motorcycle and
a colored copy of a Computerized
National Identity Card (CNIC).

Ongoing Security Opera-
tions in Pishin The deceased in-
surgent was formally identified as
a member of the banned TTP net-
work. While the immediate threat
was neutralized, law enforcement

agencies have not called off the
operation.

Current Status: A compre-
hensive sweep and search opera-
tion is actively underway in the
mountains of Pishin to track
down escaping accomplices and
secure the surrounding perimeter.

Contextual Security Con-
cerns Pishin district and the wider
Balochistan province have faced
persistent security challenges.
Officials noted that the banned
TTP-affiliated factions have a his-
tory of orchestrating targeted at-
tacks against police checkpoints
and security convoys in the re-
gion, keeping law enforcement on
high alert.

An official investigation into
the incident is currently ongoing.

Iran warns of new
fronts as Trump
doubles down

NEWS DESK:

US president says Tehran has
days to reach a deal, warns of
‘another big hit’

Iranian army warns of
‘extensive response’, asks US,
allies to refrain from ‘strate-
gic mistake’

Doha says Pakistan-medi-
ated negotiations require
‘more time’

UAE claims intercepting
six drones launched from Iraqi
soil

Iran said it will open “new
fronts” against the US and al-
lies after President Donald
Trump threatened renewed at-
tacks on Tehran, which he de-
scribed as “another big hit”,
warning Tehran that it had lim-
ited time to strike a deal with
the US.

Speaking to reporters at
the construction site for the
new White House ballroom,
the president claimed that
Tehran was “begging” to make
a deal. “We’re negotiating with
Iran … you know how it is to
negotiate with a country where
you’re beating them badly, they
come to the table, they’re beg-
ging to make a deal,” he said.

“I hope we don’t have to
do the work, but we may have
to give them another big hit.
I’m not sure yet, but you’ll
know very soon.” “We have
to make sure that Iran doesn’t
get a nuclear weapon,” he told
reporters.According to the US
leader, Tehran has limited time
to reach a deal with Washing-
ton.

Pak Army Played Important
Role In Safeguarding The
Motherland: ISPR Seminar
Web Desk:

The Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) organized the
National Security and Strate-
gic Leadership Workshop 2026,
bringing together vice chancel-
lors, senior faculty members,
deans, and registrars from
more than 200 universities
across Pakistan.

The workshop, held in
Rawalpindi, also witnessed
online participation from aca-
demic representatives in
Lahore,

Karachi, Peshawar,
Muzaffarabad, Multan, and
Quetta.

During a special session,
Director General ISPR en-
gaged with vice chancellors
and senior academicians on
key issues related to Pakistan’s
internal situation, particularly
national security challenges.

Participants stated that the
Pakistan Army has played a
commendable role in safe-
guarding the country’s de-
fense, stability, and security.

They said Pakistan
achieved a major victory in
“Marka-e-Haq” due to the
sacrifices and professionalism
of the armed forces.

The participants expressed
confidence that the country’s
defense is

in strong hands and noted
that not only the people of
Azad Kashmir but also those
in Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir take

pride in the Pakistan Army.
Academicians attending

the workshop said they re-
ceived clear guidance on pro-
tecting students from negative
propaganda and ensuring the
dissemination of accurate in-

formation. They added that
academia was provided com-
prehensive awareness regard-
ing national security, informa-
tion warfare, and challenges
facing the country.

Participants termed the

coordination between
academia and the armed
forces a vital need of the time
and highly appreciated ISPR’s
initiative of bringing vice chan-
cellors and academic leaders
together on a single platform.

A Participant Asks A Question From Director General
(DG) of Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR)
Lieutenant General Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry.

“I’m saying two or three
days, maybe Friday, Saturday,
Sunday, something maybe
early next week.

 A limited period of time,”
he said in response to a ques-
tion about the deal.

He also appeared to brush
aside the growing domestic
criticism of the Iran conflict,
saying the war was “very
popular”.

“I frankly think it’s very
popular, but whether it’s popu-
lar or not popular, I have to do
it, because I’m not going to let
the world be blown up on my
watch, not going to happen,”
he added.

Trump also accused Iran
of using the Strait of Hormuz
as a “military weapon” for the
past four decades.

“Iran has used the straits
as a military weapon for 47
years, really much more than
that. And that’s not their strait,
that’s international waterway,
that’s not for them to do,” he
claimed.

Speaking about his decision
to call off the attack, the presi-
dent said he was an “hour
away” from striking Iran, but
called off the decision at the
request of the Gulf states.

“We were all set to go,”
he told reporters.

US Vice President JD

Vance said on Tuesday the
United States and Iran have
made a lot of progress in their
talks and neither side wants to
see a resumption of the mili-
tary campaign.

“We think that we’ve
made a lot of progress. We
think the Iranians want to make
a deal,”

Vance told reporters at a
White House briefing.

As the US ramps up pres-
sure on Iran, the Iranian army
warned it would “open new
fronts” against the US if it re-
sumed attacks.

“If the enemy is foolish
enough to fall into the Zionist
trap again and launches new
aggression against our beloved
Iran, we will open new fronts
against it,

with new equipment and
new methods,” said army
spokesman Mohammad
Akraminia, according to Iran’s
ISNA news agency.

Iranian proposal
Major General Ali

Abdollahi, commander of the
Khatam al-Anbiya Headquar-
ters, also warned that any new
act of aggression by the US or
its allies would be met with
overwhelming force.

“We announce to America
and its allies: do not commit
another strategic mistake or
miscalculation,” the com-
mander was quoted by the
state-run Press TV as saying.

He warned that any re-
newed aggression or invasion
by the enemies will be met
with a “swift, decisive, pow-
erful and extensive response”.

Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister Kazem Gharibabadi,
meanwhile, shared details
about Iran’s recent offer to the
US.

He said the proposal
called for the lifting of sanc-
tions on Tehran, the release of
Iranian frozen funds and an
end to the marine blockade,
Reuters reported.

The proposal also included
ending the war on all fronts,
including in Lebanon, the exit
of US forces from areas close
to Iran and damages to cover
destruction caused by the war,
he said.

As peace talks stall, Qatar
said more time was needed to
reach a deal.

“We are supportive of the
diplomatic effort by Pakistan
that has shown seriousness in
bringing parties together and
finding a solution, and we do
believe it needs more time,”
Qatari foreign ministry spokes-
man Majed al-Ansari said.

The UAE Ministry of De-
fence said the air defence sys-
tems detected and engaged six
drones that “attempted to tar-
get civilian and vital areas in
the country” during the past 48
hours.

The statement came two
days after the attack on its
nuclear plant.
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Forced Marriage in Islam:  A Clear Violation
of Women’s Rights and Human Dignity

By Musavir
Durrani:

Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make
consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-
valid).

The Qur ’an
Clearly Forbids
Forced Marriages.

Allah states in
Surah An-Nisa:

“O you who be-
lieve, it is not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”

(Qur’an 4:19)
This verse was

revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid

A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)

complaining that her
father had married her

without her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-
sent is mandatory.

Hadith Refer-
ences: Sahih al-
Bukhari, Hadith 5138.

Sahih Muslim, Hadith
1419. These narra-
tions all confirm that
the Prophet (PBUH)
allowed the woman to
annul her forced mar-
riage.

One narration
even states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that fa-

thers have no right to
force their daughters.

Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.

Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
guide, suggest, and
advise,

but they have ab-

solutely no power to
force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
they “know what is
best,” they cannot
override the choice of
their daughter or son.
The final decision al-
ways

belongs to the per-
son getting married.

Statements such
as: “If you don’t marry
this one, who will
marry you?”. “You
have no choice.” “Do
it for

family honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”

These are pure
emotional manipula-
tion, and Islam does

not allow it. Emotional
or Psychological

Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-
riage is not only when
someone is physically
pressured. Even

emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or

threats
is invalid (Batil) in

Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet (PBUH) an-
nulled

marriages done
without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in the ground,

we bury their
dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”

When a girl is
forced into a marriage,
pressured emotionally,
or told she has no
other choice, we de-
stroy her life while she
is still alive. This is the
new form of burying
women alive, and Is-
lam came to end this
injustice completely.

Forced marriage
has no place in Islam.
It is against the
Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
the dignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but never

control or force
marriage decisions.

“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it
away”.

Fiscal Federalism and the Quest for Equity in Pakistan
AGHA SANAULLAH:
Fiscal federalism forms
the bedrock of gover-
nance in any federation,
determining how finan-
cial resources are raised,
shared, and spent to fos-
ter balanced develop-
ment and social equity.
In Pakistan, this relation-
ship is constitutionally
mediated through the
National Finance Com-
mission (NFC) Award, a
mechanism designed to
rectify both vertical im-
balances between the
federal and provincial
governments and hori-
zontal disparities among
the provinces them-
selves.
      While the NFC
Award represents a vital
instrument for devolu-
tion and provincial au-
tonomy, a critical exami-
nation reveals that its
promise of equitable re-
source distribution is
persistently undermined
by deeper,  systemic
flaws in the country’s
fiscal governance.

The NFC Award
has, over successive it-
erations, progressively
increased the provincial
share in national rev-
enues,  thereby
strengthening fiscal de-
centralization.

This shift has the
potential to improve
public service delivery
by bringing resources
closer to the people.

However, the effec-
tiveness of these trans-
fers is contingent upon
a healthy national fiscal
environment—a condi-
tion Pakistan has rarely
met.

The nation’s fiscal
narrative is character-
ized by structural weak-
nesses that choke the
system at its source.

A chronically nar-
row tax base, heavy reli-
ance on regressive indi-
rect taxation, and ineffi-
cient revenue mobiliza-
tion by the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)

mean that the total pool
of resources available
for distribution is per-
petually insufficient.

Consequently, even
a well-intentioned NFC
Award framework oper-
ates within a system of
scarcity, limiting its ca-
pacity to achieve genu-
ine equity.
“Hidden Deficits”

and Contingent
Liabilities

Beyond revenue in-
adequacy, the expendi-
ture side of the fiscal

equation presents an
equally formidable chal-
lenge.

A significant por-
tion of the federal bud-
get is consumed by non-
development expendi-
ture, most notably debt
servicing and defense.
This leaves limited fiscal
space for development
spending, which is cru-
cial for long-term eco-
nomic growth and for
addressing regional in-
equalities.

The paper notes

that the fiscal year 2024–
25 saw a nine-year low
in the consolidated bud-
get deficit, partly due to
provincial surpluses.

However, this su-
perficial stability masks
the underlying reality
that the cost of servic-
ing past debt continues
to crowd out invest-
ments in the human and
physical infrastructure
needed to level the play-
ing field among
provinces.A major con-
tribution of the research

is its identification of
“hidden deficits” and
contingent liabilities as
critical yet often over-
looked sources of fiscal
stress. Beyond the con-
ventional budget deficit,
factors such as off-bud-
get expenditures, subsi-
dies to loss-making pub-
lic sector enterprises,
and implicit guarantees
for future

Cycle of Short-
Term Fixes Rather
Than Long-Term

Solutions

obligations create a
precarious financial real-
ity. This lack of transpar-
ency in accounting for
risks—from natural ca-
lamities to the collapse of
state-owned corpora-
tions—exposes the fed-
eration to unpredictable
fiscal shocks.

The failure to con-
solidate and disclose
these contingent liabili-
ties means that the true
scale of fiscal vulnerabil-
ity is rarely debated in
parliament or under-

stood by the public, per-
petuating a cycle of
short-term fixes rather
than long-term solu-
tions.

To break this cycle,
the paper argues for a
fundamental shift from
one-dimensional, crisis-
driven fiscal manage-
ment to a multi-dimen-
sional, institutionally
anchored approach.

It recommends a
suite of reforms that
move beyond the NFC
Award itself to

strengthen the entire fis-
cal ecosystem.

Key among these
are the establishment of
an Independent Fiscal
Council (IFC) to provide
unbiased analysis of fis-
cal policy and budget
assumptions, thus re-
ducing political discre-
tion and enhancing evi-
dence-based decision-
making.

Furthermore, it calls
for strengthening the
Medium-Term Budget-
ary Framework by link-
ing it to Public Service
Agreements (PSAs) that
tie resource allocation
to measurable out-
comes, ensuring that
provincial transfers un-
der the NFC Award
translate into tangible
improvements in educa-
tion, health, and infra-
structure.

In conclusion, the
National Finance Com-
mission Award is an es-
sential but insufficient
instrument for achieving
fiscal equity in Pakistan.
Its effectiveness is inex-
tricably linked to the
overall health of the
nation’s public finances.

As the research pa-
per demonstrates, per-
sistent issues such as a
narrow tax base, unsus-
tainable debt service,
and opaque contingent
liabilities undermine the
very resources that the
NFC Award is meant to
distribute equitably.

Moving forward,
the focus must broaden
from negotiating provin-
cial shares to implement-
ing deep-rooted institu-
tional reforms.

By enhancing rev-
enue mobilization, ensur-
ing fiscal transparency,
and prudently managing
debt and liabilities, Pa-
kistan can create an en-
vironment where the
NFC Award can fulfill its
consti tutional prom-
ise—fostering a resil-
ient, balanced, and truly
equitable federation.
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Israeli occupiers establish new illegal
settlement outpost in West Bank's Hebron

First of hundreds of detained Gaza flotilla activists arrive in Israel

21 killed as heavy rains drench China

Colosseum selfies and 'Melody' toffee:
Modi meets Meloni in Rome
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NEWS DESK:Israeli oc-
cupiers began establish-
ing an illegal settlement
outpost in a village in
the Masafer Yatta region
of Hebron governorate
in the southern occu-
pied West Bank under
the protection of the
army, a Palestinian offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

Khalil Hathaleen,
head of the Umm al-Khair
village council,  told
Anadolu that occupiers
had “started building a
new sett lement
neighbourhood in the
middle of the village by
install ing caravans,
erecting fences,  and
paving roads.”

Hathaleen ex-
plained that the new
outpost cuts Umm al-
Khair into two sections
and blocks roads used
by students and resi-
dents.

He said Umm al-
Khair “has been sub-
jected to a fierce and
ongoing campaign by
occupiers,” adding that
construction of the
s e t t l e m e n t
neighbourhood had ac-
celerated since midnight
with the aim of “tighten-
ing pressure on resi-
dents and displacing
them.”

“The goal is to ex-

Putin, Xi hail 'unyielding' ties in
China talks after Trump visit

pel the people, but we
are staying here,” he
said.

Activist  Ahmad
Hathaleen said occupi-
ers began placing cara-
vans in the middle of the
Palestinian community
overnight.

He added that the
new outpost “seizes
dozens or even hun-
dreds of dunams of Umm
al-Khair land,” despite
residents obtaining a
ruling from an Israeli
court months ago de-
claring it illegal.

He said the estab-
lishment of the outpost
divided Umm al-Khair

into northern and south-
ern sections “to impose
further pressure on Pal-
estinians in preparation
for their displacement.”

He noted that resi-
dents of Umm al-Khair
face near-daily attacks
by occupiers, including
demolitions, warning
notices, and the cutting
of water and electricity
supplies.

Areas across
Masafer Yatta have seen
an escalation in occupier
attacks and the estab-
lishment of illegal settle-
ment outposts amid Pal-
estinian warnings of ef-
forts to displace

NEWS DESK:President
Xi Jinping hailed China
and Russia’s “unyield-
ing” ties in talks with
Vladimir Putin on
Wednesday, as the pair
met to underscore their
alliance days after US
President Donald
Trump’s visit to Beijing.

Putin was received
by Xi outside Beijing’s
opulent Great Hall of the
People in much the same
fashion as Trump last
week, complete with
chanting children and
military fanfare.

But the language
was much warmer, with
Xi telling the Russian
leader Beijing and Mos-
cow have “continu-
ously deepened our po-
litical mutual trust and
strategic coordination
with a resilience that re-
mains unyielding”, ac-
cording to Chinese state
media.

Opening talks, both
were quick to laud their
countries’ special ties as
they extended their
treaty of “friendly coop-
eration”.

Putin, quoting a
Chinese phrase, told Xi:
“A day apart feels like
three autumns,” adding
that relations had
reached an
“unprecedentedly high
level” despite

NEWS DESK: Tor-
rential rain continued
across southern and
central China on Tues-
day with at least 21
people killed in wide-
spread flooding that
also closed schools
and businesses, and
disrupted transport
and power supplies,
authorities said.

China's weather
agency said areas of
Jiangxi, Anhui, Hunan,
Hubei, Guizhou,
Guangxi, Guangdong
and Hainan faced a
high risk of rain-re-
lated disasters, includ-
ing landslides, flash
floods and severe ur-
ban flooding and wa-
terlogging.

Authorities said
they have allocated
150 million yuan
($22.04 million) for di-
saster relief and
launched emergency
responses in several
affected areas.

Many residents in
Jingzhou, a city in cen-
tral Hubei, were knee-

deep in water and able
to catch fish swimming
in the streets, accord-
ing to images posted on
Chinese video plat-
form Douyin. Some
cars were nearly com-
pletely submerged on
roads surrounded by
residential and com-
mercial buildings.

Ten people were
confirmed dead after
a pickup truck carry-

ing 15 farm workers
fell into a flooded river
in China's southwest-
ern region of Guangxi
amid heavy rain, state
broadcaster CCTV
reported.

In separate inci-
dents, heavy rain and
flooding killed four
people in southwest-
ern Guizhou province,
four others in southern
Hunan province, and

“unfavourable external
factors”, Russian media
footage showed.

In an apparent
swipe at the United
States, Xi warned of “uni-
lateral and hegemonic
countercurrents running
rampant” in the world.

Xi said the coun-
tries should focus on a
long-term strategy and
promote a “more just
and reasonable” global
governance system, ac-
cording to Chinese state
news agency Xinhua.

“The reason China-

Russia relations have
reached this level is be-
cause we have been able
to deepen political mu-
tual trust and strategic
cooperation,” Xi said at
the start of his meeting
with Putin.

Putin said their re-
lations were helping en-
sure global stability and
stressed that Russia re-
mained a reliable energy
supplier amid Middle
East disruption.

“The comprehen-
sive partnership and
strategic cooperation

between Russia and
China in the new era is
an example of interna-
tional relations in the
modern world,” Putin
told Xi.

Putin also invited Xi
to visit Russia next year.

In contrast  to
Trump’s visit last week,
which yielded little in
the way of immediate
concrete announce-
ments, Putin and Xi
signed a slew of agree-
ments on Wednesday
on trade, media and en-
ergy.

NEWS DESK:Israeli au-
thorities have begun de-
taining hundreds of ac-
tivists seized from a
Gaza-bound flotilla at the
southern port  of
Ashdod on Wednesday,
a rights group said, af-
ter Israeli forces inter-
cepted their vessels at
sea.

The Global Sumud
Flotilla set sail from
Turkiye last week in the
latest attempt by activ-
ists to breach Israel’s
blockade of the Palestin-
ian territory, after Israeli
forces intercepted a pre-
vious convoy last
month.

Israeli authorities
said 430 activists aboard
the flotilla were en route
to Israel, while rights
group Adalah said some
had already arrived at
Ashdod port and were
being held there.

“Having set sail to-
ward Gaza to deliver hu-
manitarian aid and chal-
lenge the unlawful
blockade, these civilian
participants were force-
fully abducted from in-
ternational waters and
taken into Israeli terri-
tory entirely against
their will,” Adalah said.

“These acts are a
direct extension of
Israel’s policies of collec-
tive punishment and
starvation of Palestin-
ians in Gaza.”

The Israeli foreign
ministry dismissed the
operation as a publicity
stunt serving Hamas.

“Another PR flotilla
has come to an end. All
430 activists have been
transferred to Israeli
vessels and are making

their way to Israel,
where they will be able
to meet with their con-
sular representatives,” a
spokesman from Israel’s
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs said late on Tues-
day.

“This flotilla has
once again proved to be
nothing more than a PR
stunt at the service of

Hamas,” the spokesman
added.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu earlier
denounced the flotilla as
“a malicious scheme de-
signed to break the
blockade we have im-
posed on Hamas terror-
ists in Gaza”.

The US on Tues-
day sanctioned four

people associated with
the Global Sumud Flo-
tilla and accused them of
being “pro-terrorist”.

Around 50 ships
had departed from
southwestern Turkiye
on Thursday.

A website tracking
the flotilla’s location
later showed several
vessels being inter-

three in a low-lying vil-
lage in central Hubei
province, CCTV said.
A number of people
remain missing.

Schools, busi-
nesses and transport
services have been
suspended, and au-
thorities are relocating
residents in some
parts of Hubei and
Hunan, state media
reported. Reuters

cepted west of Cyprus.
Nine Indonesian

citizens who were part of
the flotilla “have all been
reported arrested by Is-
rael”, a spokeswoman
for Indonesia’s foreign
ministry said, citing in-
formation dated
Wednesday.

Indonesia called on
Israel to immediately re-

lease all vessels and
crew members, adding
that “every diplomatic
channel and consular
measure will continue to
be fully utilised”.

Saad Edhi, the son
of prominent social
worker Faisal Edhi and
the grandson of late phi-
lanthropist Abdul Sattar
Edhi, is among the activ-

ists detained. Indone-
sian newspaper
Republika earlier said
two of its journalists
were among the nine In-
donesians detained.

Turkiye and Spain
have condemned the in-
terception.

Organisers said the
flotilla also included 15
Irish citizens, including

Margaret Connolly, sis-
ter of President
Catherine Connolly.

South Korean Presi-
dent Lee Jae Myung on
Wednesday said Israel
had arrested South Ko-
rean nationals in interna-
tional waters, calling the
action way out of line.

In a cabinet meet-
ing, Lee said the South
Korean cit izens had
been detained for rea-
sons not valid under in-
ternational law, ques-
tioning whether such
actions could be allowed
to pass without protest.

Lee said he be-
lieved many European
countries were willing to
arrest Netanyahu under
International Criminal
Court warrants, but that
Seoul must make its own
judgment on the matter.

On Tuesday, Paki-
stan and nine other
countries issued a joint
statement condemning
Israel’s interception of
the flotilla. The joint
statement by the foreign
ministers of Pakistan,
Turkiye, Bangladesh,
Brazil, Colombia, Indone-
sia,  Jordan, Libya,
Maldives and Spain was
shared by the Foreign
Office on the social me-
dia platform X.

It said that the min-
isters “condemn in the
strongest terms the re-
newed Israeli assaults
against  the Global
Sumud Flotilla, a peace-
ful civilian humanitarian
initiative aimed at draw-
ing international atten-
tion to the catastrophic
humanitarian suffering
of the Palestinian
people”.

NEWS DESK:Indian
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni took
selfies at the Colos-
seum and admired the
view over Rome
ahead of talks focused
on trade on
Wednesday.In a video
posted on X, Meloni
also thanked Modi for
bringing along a
packet of “Melody”

toffees on his visit,
with the two seen
laughing over the
present — a play on
their names.

Wrapping up a
tour of Europe, Modi
landed in Rome on
Tuesday for the first
bilateral visit by an In-
dian prime minister to
Italy in 26 years.

Modi previously
visited Italy for a G20
meeting in 2021 and a

G7 summit in 2024.
In a joint opinion in

Italy’s Corriere della
Sera daily, the two said
they wanted to “reach
and exceed the €20 bil-
lion ($23bn) target for
trade between Italy
and India by 2029”.

Particular sectors
of interest would in-
clude defence, aero-
space, car parts, clean
technologies and tex-
tiles, they said.“We

aim to forge a power-
ful synergy between
Italian design, manu-
facturing excellence,
and world-class
supercomp uter s…
and India’s rapid eco-
nomic growth, engi-
neering talent, scale,
and innovation and
entrepreneurial eco-
system,” they said.

Bilateral trade be-
tween Italy and India
was €14.25bn last
year, according to the
Indian embassy to
Italy.Later on
Wednesday, the two
leaders will hold bilat-
eral talks at Villa
Pamphili, a 17th-cen-
tury villa to the west
of the city centre.

Modi on X said he
would also visit the
Rome headquarters of
the UN’s Food and
A g r i c u l t u r e
Organisation (FAO)
“strengthening India’s
commitment to
multilateralism as well
as global food secu-
rity”.

Bedouin and farming
communities.

The attacks come
amid escalating occupier
violence in the West
Bank. The Palestinian
Colonisation and Wall
Resistance Commission
documented about 1,637
attacks by the occupiers
in April.

The violence has
coincided with a contin-
ued Israeli military esca-
lation in the occupied
territory since the Gaza
war, including killings,
arrests and raids on cit-
ies and towns involving
home searches and prop-
erty destruction.
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LHC disposes of contempt plea against Kasur DPO after apology

Lack of quorum forces Deputy Speaker to
adjourn NA proceedings until tomorrow

Fudan University
documentary screened

in Pakistan

PMD forecasts dust-thunderstorm, rain till
May 23 in upper parts of country

China-Pakistan
agriculture investment

portal receives
positive review

Pakistan showcases
food exports at SIAL

China 2026 in Shanghai

Pakistan launches first
AI-based parliamentary

system in NA

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The China-Pakistan Ag-
riculture Investment
Portal was reviewed sat-
isfactorily during its first
progress meeting held at
the National Agricul-
tural Research Center
(NARC), where officials
examined the platform’s
functionality and ongo-
ing development aimed
at strengthening bilat-
eral agricultural invest-
ment cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and
China.

According to
Gwadar Pro, the meeting
was chaired by Digital
Transformation and
Analytics Consultant
Raymond Alexander Wil-
liam and attended by
members of the Agri-In-
vestment Cell.

Developed in the
context of the Pakistan-
China B2B Agriculture
Investment Conference
held on January 19, 2026,
the portal is intended to
improve investment co-
ordination, project moni-
toring and digital gover-
nance in the agriculture
sector. According to of-
ficial statement, the plat-
form includes real-time
tracking of memoran-

dums of understanding
(MoUs) signed during
the conference, digital
monitoring of invest-
ment progress, AI-as-
sisted feasibility report-
ing and a proposal cre-
ation and evaluation
system.

The portal also pro-
vides investor
matchmaking facilities,
secure document-shar-
ing modules and com-
munication tools to en-
hance coordination
among stakeholders.

Participants dis-
cussed the portal’s op-
erational capacity and
its expected role in
streamlining agricultural
investments, improving
transparency and accel-
erating implementation
of collaborative
projects.

Officials said the
init iative reflects
Pakistan’s growing fo-
cus on digital transfor-
mation, smart agriculture
and investment-driven
development under Pa-
kistan-China agricultural
cooperation frame-
works. The portal is ex-
pected to support faster
execution of joint agri-
cultural ventures.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
The National Assembly
is set to hold the inau-
gural ceremony for
Pakistan’s first artificial
intelligence-based par-
liamentary system, mark-
ing a major milestone in
the development of a se-
cure and sovereign AI
infrastructure for legis-
lative work.

The initiative has
been developed in col-
laboration between the
Ministry of IT and Tele-
communication and the
National Information
Technology Board
(NITB),

 and will be formally
inaugurated by the
Speaker of the National
Assembly along with
Federal Minister for IT
Shaza Fatima Khawaja.

Officials said the
AI-powered parliamen-
tary system aims to mod-
ernize

legislative and par-
liamentary processes by
making them faster, more
efficient, and aligned
with contemporary digi-
tal requirements.

The system will of-
fer features such as bill

summarization, drafting
of parliamentary ques-
tions, smart document
search, speech assis-
tance, and intelligent
meeting management
tools.

It also includes an
AI-based conversa-
tional chatbot, along
with automated retrieval
of legal clauses, articles,
laws, and references to
support parliamentary
work.

Authorities stated
that parliamentary offic-
ers will be able to review
bills within minutes,
while AI-generated leg-
islative summaries will
be available in both
Urdu and English.

The system will also
convert lengthy parlia-
mentary documents into
concise and structured
formats.

Officials added that
the smart meeting man-
agement feature will fur-
ther enhance efficiency,
while the overall system
is expected to improve
transparency,

speed, and effec-
tiveness in the lawmak-
ing process.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): The Pakistan
Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) has
forecast dust-thunder-
storm and rain from
May 19 till May 23
with occasional gaps
in upper parts of the
country, bringing tem-
porary relief from the
prevailing very hot
weather conditions in
northern areas.

However, south-
ern and central re-
gions are likely to con-
tinue experiencing in-
tense heat. The Met
Office said very hot
weather is likely to
continue in southern
parts of the country in
the coming days de-
spite temporary relief
in upper regions.

According to the
Met Office, a westerly
wave entered the

northwestern parts of
the country on Mon-
day night is likely to
persist in upper parts
till May 23.

Under the influ-
ence of this weather
system, dust-thunder-
storm and rain accom-
panied by isolated hail-
storms is expected in
various districts of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
including Chitral, Dir,
Swat, Kalam,
Shangla, Buner,
Kohistan, Malakand,
Battagram, Mansehra,
Abbottabad, Balakot,
Haripur, Swabi,
Mardan, Nowshera,
Charsadda, Peshawar,
Bajaur, Mohmand,
Orakzai, Khyber,
Kohat, Kurram,
Hangu, Waziristan,
Bannu, Lakki Marwat
and Karak from May
19 to May 23 with oc-

casional gaps.
In Punjab and

Islamabad, dust-thun-
derstorm and rain is
expected in Murree,
Galiyat, Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Attock,
Chakwal, Jhelum,
Khushab, Joharabad,
Bhakkar, Layyah,
Sargodha, Mianwali,
Faisalabad, Jhang,
Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Okara, Gujranwala,
Hafizabad, Mandi
Bahauddin, Sialkot and
Narowal during the
forecast period.

Similarly, rain-
wind and thunderstorm
activity is likely in
Gilgit-Baltistan dis-
tricts including Diamir,
Astore, Ghizer,
Skardu, Hunza, Gilgit,
Ghanche and Shigar,
while various areas of
Azad Jammu and
Kashmir including

Neelum Valley,
M u z a f f a r a b a d ,
Poonch, Hattian,
Bagh, Haveli,
Sudhanoti, Kotli,
Bhimber and Mirpur
are also expected to
receive rain with
gusty winds and thun-
derstorms till May 23
with occasional gaps.

The PMD
warned that wind-
storms and lightning
may damage weak
structures including
electric poles, bill-
boards and solar pan-
els during the forecast
period. It further cau-
tioned that moderate
to isolated heavy rain-
fall may trigger land-
slides in vulnerable ar-
eas of upper Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-
Baltistan and Kashmir
during the coming
days.

I S L A M A B A D
(INP): Lack of quo-
rum on Tuesday
forced Deputy
Speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly Syed
Mustafa Shah to ad-
journ the House pro-
ceedings until
Wednesday at 11:00
am.

Earlier, when the
proceedings began,
Syed Amin-ul-Haque
was asked by the
deputy speaker to
take up a calling atten-
tion notice regarding
the non-completion of
the K-IV project de-
spite huge expendi-
tures incurred on it.

However, MNA
Iqbal Afridi pointed
out the lack of quo-
rum, prompting the
deputy speaker to or-
der a headcount.

As the House
was found not to be in
order, the deputy
speaker suspended
proceedings until
completion of the quo-
rum process. When
the House reas-
sembled after a short

break, another
headcount was con-
ducted, but the quo-
rum was still incom-
plete, leading to the
adjournment of the sit-
ting until Wednesday
at 11:00 am.

Tuesday is desig-
nated as Private Mem-
bers’ Day, during
which bills moved by
lawmakers are taken
up for passage.

Around 23 private
members’ bills, along
with proposed amend-
ments to the Rules of
Procedure and Con-
duct of Business in the
National Assembly,
2007, were part of the
agenda.

Among the key
legislative items, law-
makers were ex-
pected to consider sev-
eral amendment bills
related to state-owned
enterprises, aban-
doned properties, fac-
tory laws, anti-rape
laws, Islamabad rent
restrictions, payment
of wages, provincial
motor vehicle laws,
limited liability part-

nerships, criminal pro-
cedure, national secu-
rity, environmental
protection, and child
rights.

The House
agenda also included
bills concerning the
establishment of the
Federal Institute of
Management Sci-
ences, the Pakistan
Emergency Treatment
C o v e r a g e
Programme, and the
protection of
breastfeeding and
child nutrition in the
Islamabad Capital
Territory.

Several private
members’ bills moved
by lawmakers, includ-
ing Shandana Gulzar
Khan, Sharmila
Faruqui, Shehla Raza,
and Ali Muhammad
Khan, were also part
of the legislative busi-
ness.

Resolutions re-
garding completion of
pending housing
projects, merger of ad
hoc relief allowances
into the basic pay of
government employ-

ees, promotion of re-
newable energy, re-
form of early child-
hood curriculum stan-
dards, and introduction
of a comprehensive
consumer protection
framework for digital
services and online
lending platforms
were also included in
the agenda.

Motions under
Rule 259 included dis-
cussions on delays in
appointments in the
Federal Directorate of
Education and related
institutions, the perfor-
mance of Pakistan
Railways, public hard-
ships caused by rising
fuel prices, prepared-
ness against urban
heatwaves, and dis-
ruption in Sui gas sup-
ply across the country.

Another calling
attention notice seek-
ing a response from
the Energy Ministry
regarding the absence
of a transformer re-
pair workshop in Dis-
trict Layyah, Punjab,
was also included in
the agenda.

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan showcased its
strong strength in the
global food sector at
SIAL China 2026, as
the Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP) leads a delega-
tion of 13 leading com-
panies to the interna-
tional food exhibition
being held in Shanghai
from May 18 to 20.

The Pakistani ex-
hibitors are presenting
a diverse range of prod-
ucts,

including rice, pro-
cessed foods, bever-
ages, Himalayan pink
salt, dairy products,
sesame seeds, and
other agri-food items,
aiming to expand
Pakistan’s footprint in
one of the world’s larg-
est food import mar-
kets.

Gwadar Pro quot-
ing an official state-
ment, stated Pakistan’s
participation is focused
on strengthening trade
ties with China while
promoting the
country’s premium-
quality food and agri-
cultural products to
Chinese buyers, im-
porters, distributors,
and food companies at-
tending the event.

China remains one

of Pakistan’s largest
trading partners and a
key destination for Pa-
kistani agri-food ex-
ports. During 2025-26,
exports of Pakistani
agricultural and food
products to China wit-
nessed encouraging
growth, particularly in
the rice sector.

TDAP noted that
Pakistani rice exports
to China recorded re-
markable growth amid
rising demand and im-
proved market access.
In the first quarter of
2026 alone, rice ex-
ports to China sur-
passed $45 million,
highlighting strong po-
tential for further ex-
pansion in the Chinese
market.

The authority ex-
pressed optimism that
participation in SIAL
China 2026 will help
Pakistani companies
secure new export or-
ders, build long-term
business partnerships.

, and diversify ex-
ports to China.

The exhibition also
offers a valuable plat-
form to showcase
Pakistan’s high-quality
food products and
deepen bilateral trade
cooperation between
the two countries.

LAHORE (INP): The
Lahore High Court heard
a contempt of court pe-
tition against District
Police Officer Kasur,
which was later dis-
posed of in light of the
report submitted before

the court.
Chief Justice Aalia

Neelum presided over
the hearing, while DPO
Kasur Aftab Phulrawan
appeared before the
court in compliance with
judicial orders.

During the proceed-
ings, the chief justice
questioned the DPO
over the submission of
an incomplete report and
asked whether such in-
complete reports were
routinely submitted be-

fore the court.
Justice Aalia

Neelum remarked that
the report lacked proper
references, dates and
other necessary details,
adding that courts do
not function merely on

assumptions or con-
cerns.

She further ob-
served that the report
submitted by the DPO
was incomplete and
failed to meet required
legal standards.

At this point, Assis-
tant Advocate General
Waqas informed the
court that the response
had been submitted in
haste,  due to which the
letter related to disposal
of the petition could not

be attached with the re-
port.

DPO Kasur Aftab
Phulrawan informed the
court that the relevant
petition had already
been decided on August
11, 2020.

ISLAMABAD  (INP) :
The Moon is Yours, a
102-minute documentary
directed by veteran film-
maker Vincent Zhou and
filmed over three years
by a team from Fudan
University's School of
Journalism, was
screened at Quaid-i-
Azam University (QAU)
in Pakistan, People's
Daily reported on Tues-
day. The documentary
focuses on the real-life
experiences of interna-
tional students building
their lives in Shanghai
and marked its first
showing in Pakistan and
its fourth overseas
showcase, highlighting
Fudan University's inter-
national student recruit-
ment efforts.

The screening,
hosted by Fudan's
School of Journalism,
drew enthusiastic partici-
pation from more than
one hundred Pakistani
students and faculty
members at QAU.

The documentary
will also be shown at two
more universities in Pa-
kistan over the next two
days to reach more pro-
spective Pakistani stu-
dents. Xia Tianyi, vice
dean of the School of
Journalism at Fudan Uni-

versity, delivered an in-
troductory speech be-
fore the screening, shar-
ing insights into the
film's creation and
themes.  The documen-
tary offers an authentic
portrayal of the educa-
tional journeys and
cross-cultural experi-
ences of international
students in China. Fol-
lowing the film, Fudan
University held a com-
prehensive admissions
briefing outlining aca-
demic programs and
scholarship opportuni-
ties for Pakistani stu-
dents.

Salman Ali Bhittani,
a lecturer at the School
of Politics and Interna-
tional Relations at QAU,
said the screening rep-
resented a significant
milestone for the "Study
in China" initiative and
demonstrated the power
of visual storytelling to
foster educational and
cultural ties between
China and Pakistan.

Tayyabah, a 22-
year-old Pakistani stu-
dent at  QAU, told
People's Daily that the
film had further
strengthened Pakistani
youth interest in pursu-
ing higher education in
China.

Later,  the DPO
apologized before the
court and assured that
greater care would be
exercised in future sub-
missions, after which
the court disposed of
the petition.

ISLAMABAD:  A delegation of Muttahida Qaumi Movement Pakistan led by Convener  Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui calls on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif Shehbaz Sharif.

ISLAMABAD:  President of Pakistan-China Business Forum along with delegation called on Fed-
eral Minister for Board of Investment Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh.
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Deputy Commissioner Elias
Kabzai Reviews Polio Campaign

Progress During Field Visit in Sibi

University of Turbat Observes Black Day,
Holds Protest Walk Over Disappearance of

Gwadar University VC and Colleagues

Provincial Coordinator Inam-ul-Haq Qureshi Chairs Polio
Campaign Review Meeting in Barshore

News Desk
TURBAT: The Uni-
versity of Turbat
(UoT) joined universi-
ties across
Balochistan in observ-
ing a Black Day and
organizing a protest
walk against the dis-
appearance of
Gwadar University
Vice Chancellor Prof.
Dr. Abdul Razzaq
Sabir, Pro Vice Chan-
cellor Dr. Syed
Manzoor Ahmed,
Lecturer Dr. Irshad
Baloch, and their
driver, Hatim.

The protest
brought together fac-
ulty members and ad-
ministrative staff who
called for the immedi-
ate, safe, and dignified
release of the missing
individuals. Partici-
pants urged the gov-
ernment and relevant
authorities to take ur-
gent measures to en-
sure their recovery
and return to their

NAB Balochistan Holds Anti-Corruption Awareness
Seminar at Tameer-e-Nau Public College Quetta

Balochistan Minister Mir Saleem Ahmed Khosa Reviews
Progress of BSDI Development Projects Across Province

SIBI: Deputy Commis-
sioner Sibi, Elias Kabzai,
conducted a field visit to
Ghareeb Abad and sev-
eral adjoining areas on
the third day of the on-
going anti-polio cam-
paign.

Assistant Commis-
sioner Sibi Mansoor Ali
Shah, N-Stop Officer Dr.
Shehzada Kamran, and
other concerned offi-
cials accompanied him
during the visit.

parency and efficiency
in the field operations.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Elias Kabzai also
visited homes to verify
whether children had
been administered polio
drops.

While interacting
with parents,  he
stressed the importance
of vaccinating children
during every anti-polio
campaign to protect
them from the crippling

ity and that strict field
monitoring is being car-
ried out to achieve this
national objective.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Elias Kabzai
stated that even a single
child missing the polio
vaccine could pose a se-
rious risk to public
health.

He instructed all
teams to ensure 100 per-
cent door-to-door cover-
age so that no child is

Deputy Commissioner Farida
Tareen Reviews Construction
Work on Murad Ali to Dambri

Road Project in Sohbatpur

disease.
The Deputy Com-

missioner further in-
spected children roam-
ing in the streets and
immediately directed the
on-site polio teams to
administer polio drops
to all eligible children
without delay.

He emphasized that
the complete eradication
of polio remains the
government’s top prior-

During the inspec-
tion, the Deputy Com-
missioner met with vari-
ous polio teams and re-
viewed the progress of
the campaign, team per-
formance, and vaccina-
tion coverage.

He checked the vac-
cines carried by the
teams and thoroughly
examined their tally
sheets and official
records to ensure trans-

Zhob Model Higher Secondary
School Visit: Commissioner Reviews
Academic and Technical Performance

ZHOB: Commis-
sioner Zhob Division,
Asif Ali Farukh, con-
ducted a detailed visit to
the Model Higher Sec-
ondary School Zhob to
review its academic, ad-
ministrative, and techni-
cal activities.

During the visit, he
inspected various class-
rooms and directly inter-

QUETTA: Provincial
Minister for Communi-
cations and Works, Mir
Saleem Ahmed Khosa,
stated that the ongoing
development projects
under the Balochistan
Sustainable Develop-
ment Initiative (BSDI)
are of great importance
and will bring revolu-
tionary changes to the
province’s infrastructure
while positively impact-
ing overall development
and public welfare.

He expressed these
views while chairing a
high-level meeting held
to review the progress
of development projects
under BSDI Phase-I and
Phase-II across
Balochistan.

The meeting was
attended virtually via
Zoom by chief engineers
from all six zones, rel-
evant officers, superin-
tending engineers, tech-
nical advisors, district
engineers, and other

concerned officials.
During the meeting,

Executive Engineers of
Roads and Buildings
from every district pre-
sented detailed brief-
ings on the progress of
BSDI projects,

 including the pace
of construction work,
quality standards, and
completion status.

Addressing the
participants, Mir Saleem
Ahmed Khosa empha-
sized that all BSDI
projects are crucial for
public welfare and
strengthening the
province’s infrastruc-
ture.

He said the comple-

tion of these projects
would improve road net-
works and building infra-
structure in every dis-
trict, leading to enhanced
development activities
and better public facili-
ties.

The provincial min-
ister issued strict direc-
tives to all district engi-
neers and relevant offi-
cials to ensure effective
monitoring of ongoing
development projects
and to utilize all available
resources for their
completion within the
stipulated timeframe.

He warned that
negligence or poor per-
formance in develop-

ronment of the institu-
tion. He emphasized that
quality education is the
foundation of social de-
velopment and urged
students to focus not
only on modern educa-
tion but also on acquir-
ing practical skills to
better face future chal-
lenges.

On the occasion,

ment projects would not
be tolerated under any
circumstances, adding
that several engineers
had already been sus-
pended for negligence in
their duties.

He further clarified
that strict action would
be taken against any
compromise on project
completion, construc-
tion quality, or technical
standards.

Mir Saleem Ahmed
Khosa also announced
that special monitoring
teams are being formed
to ensure transparency
and oversight of BSDI
and other ongoing de-
velopment projects in

left unvaccinated.
He also directed the

relevant officials to
closely monitor team at-
tendance, performance,
and vaccine availability
throughout the cam-
paign.

Special instructions
were issued to immedi-
ately reach missed chil-
dren and vaccinate them
to help make District Sibi
completely polio-free.

SOHBATPUR: Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Sohbatpur,  Farida
Tareen, paid a detailed
visit to the under-con-
struction Murad Ali to
Dambri Road project,
where she inspected the
ongoing development
work and reviewed the
pace, quality, and trans-
parency of the project.

During the visit, Ex-
ecutive Engineer Roads,
Jahangir Khan Khoso,
briefed the Deputy Com-
missioner on various as-
pects of the project, in-
cluding construction
progress, the quality of
materials being used,
and challenges being
faced during implemen-

Farida Tareen empha-
sized that providing ba-
sic facilities to the pub-
lic is the government’s
top priority in line with
the vision of Mir Sarfraz
Bugti.

She issued clear di-
rectives to ensure that
all development projects
are completed within the
stipulated timeframe and
that no compromise is
made on construction
quality so the projects
remain durable and sus-
tainable.

The Deputy Com-
missioner further stated
that the completion of
the 0.9-kilometer black-
top road from Murad Ali
to Dambri would prove

tation.
Speaking to the of-

ficials on the occasion,

road would not only im-
prove transportation fa-
cilities for local residents
but also help farmers
and landowners trans-
port their agricultural
produce to markets in a
timely and cost-effective
manner,

ultimately boosting
their income and
strengthening the local
economy.

Farida Tareen also
directed the concerned
authorities to further ac-
celerate the pace of
work, immediately re-
solve all technical and
administrative hurdles,
and ensure the timely
completion of the project
so that the public can

to be a milestone in the
area’s development.

She noted that the

QUETTA: National Ac-
countabili ty Bureau
Balochistan organized
an awareness seminar at
Tameer-e-Nau Public
College on the topic,
“NAB’s Working
Mechanism and the Role
of Students in Eliminat-
ing Corruption.

The seminar was
part of NAB’s ongoing
anti-corruption aware-
ness campaign aimed at
educating young stu-
dents about the harmful
effects of corruption and
encouraging collective
efforts for building a cor-
ruption-free society.

NAB Officials High-
light Role of Youth in
Fighting Corruption““A
delegation of NAB
Balochistan officers led
by Deputy Director
Khurram Shehzad inter-
acted with students and

faculty members, dis-
cussing NAB’s vision,
mission, and the critical
role students can play in
combating corruption.

Director Colleges
Muhammad Hussain
Baloch and Principal
Abid Maqsood were
also present along with
a large number of stu-
dents.

Addressing the
participants, Deputy Di-
rector Khurram Shehzad
emphasized that young
students are key agents
of positive change in so-
ciety.

He urged students
to adopt honesty, ac-
countability, and integ-
rity as guiding principles
in their lives and develop
a strong rejection of cor-
ruption in all forms.

Seminar Focuses on
Ethics, Accountability,
and Islamic Values Refer-
ring to Islamic teachings,
the speakers said that
self-accountability and
honesty are among the
core principles of Islam,
while corruption cannot
be tolerated under any
circumstances.

The seminar identi-

fied nepotism, bribery,
favoritism, misuse of in-
fluence, and discrimina-
tion as various forms of
corruption, expressing
concern that such prac-
tices have become in-
creasingly common in
society.

Participants were
encouraged to raise
awareness against cor-
ruption and promote val-
ues such as transpar-
ency, honesty, and ac-
countability. Speakers
stressed that students,
as responsible members
of society, can play a

major role in laying the
foundation for a corrup-
tion-free Pakistan.

Awareness Walk
Organized After
Seminar““During the
event, Director Colleges
Muhammad Hussain
Baloch and Principal
Abid Maqsood appreci-
ated the efforts of NAB
Balochistan and assured
their full cooperation in
future anti-corruption
campaigns.

At the conclusion
of the seminar, NAB of-
ficials presented a com-
memorative shield to the
college principal.

An anti-corruption
awareness walk was
also organized on the
college campus,  at-
tended by NAB officers,
college administration,
professors, and a large
number of students.

BARSHORE: Pro-
vincial Coordinator for
the Emergency Op-
erations Center, Inam-
ul-Haq Qureshi,
chaired an important
meeting regarding the
ongoing anti-polio
campaign in the newly
established district of
Barshore. Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Barshore, Khalid
Shams, was also
present on the occa-
sion. The meeting was
attended by CCO
Syed Kaleemullah,
ACO Aziz Ahmed
Kakar, UNICEF
Team Leader Shapour
Salman, and N-Staff
Barshore Dr.
Maryam, along with
other concerned offi-
cials.

Addressing the
meeting, Inam-ul-Haq

Qureshi stated that
the eradication of po-
lio is a collective na-
tional responsibility
and effective mea-
sures against the dis-
ease are essential.

He appreciated

the dedication of front-
line polio workers who
go door-to-door and
street-to-street to ad-
minister life-saving
polio drops to children.

He emphasized
that society must en-

courage and support
these workers in their
efforts.

Speaking during
the session, Deputy
Commissioner Khalid
Shams appealed to
parents not to hide

their children from po-
lio workers and to en-
sure that every child
receives protective
polio drops.

He said that reli-
gious scholars, tribal
elders, politicians, and
the media have all
played an important
role in the fight against
polio. The Deputy
Commissioner further
stressed that no child
should remain de-
prived of polio vacci-
nation, as complete
immunization is vital
for eliminating the dis-
ease.

At the conclusion
of the meeting, partici-
pants reaffirmed their
commitment to work-
ing together for the
eradication of polio
from District Barshore
and across Pakistan.

families.
Addressing the

gathering, speakers
highlighted the grow-
ing concern among
family members, stu-
dents, academics, and
the wider community
over the disappear-
ance of the senior edu-
cationists.

They noted that
such incidents not only

create uncertainty
within academic insti-
tutions but also pose
serious challenges to
the advancement of
higher education in
Balochistan.

The participants
praised the significant
contributions of Prof.
Dr. Abdul Razzaq
Sabir, Dr. Syed
Manzoor Ahmed, and

Dr. Irshad Baloch to-
ward strengthening
higher education, re-
search, and academic
excellence in the prov-
ince.

They described
their services to the
education sector as in-
valuable and lasting.

The protest con-
cluded with a renewed
expression of solidar-

ity with the affected
families.

Participants reit-
erated their appeal for
the immediate and
safe recovery of the
missing academics
and their driver, em-
phasizing the need for
humanitarian consid-
eration and swift ac-
tion from the con-
cerned authorities.

the province.
These teams will in-

spect projects in their re-
spective zones and sub-
mit detailed reports to
the Secretary’s Office to
further improve trans-
parency, quality, and
implementation speed.

The provincial min-
ister reiterated that the
Government of
Balochistan is giving
top priority to the timely
and high-quality
completion of develop-
ment projects in order to
achieve sustainable de-
velopment, strong infra-
structure, and public
prosperity across the
province.

benefit from this impor-
tant facility at the earli-
est possible time.

the Commissioner also
visited the school’s tech-
nical center, where he re-
viewed the practical
training and perfor-
mance of students.

He lauded the
institution’s efforts in
promoting skill-based
education and ex-
pressed confidence that

technical education
would play a key role in
empowering the youth.

School Principal
Taza Khan Nasir briefed
the Commissioner about
the overall performance
of the institution, stu-
dent enrollment, teach-
ing staff, academic and
extracurricular activities,
and the challenges be-

ing faced. The Commis-
sioner expressed satis-
faction over the overall
performance of the
school and stated that
the Model Higher Sec-
ondary School Zhob is
a role model institution
in terms of educational
standards and discipline
in the region.

acted with students by
asking questions to as-
sess their academic per-
formance and the over-
all quality of teaching.

The Commissioner
appreciated the teaching
methodologies of the
teachers,  students’
learning interest, and the
overall educational envi-
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Inflation projected to hit 12.2% in May

Pakistan can buy Russian oil

Govt invites expressions of interest
for sale of three major Discos

Panel seeks answers on vacant post
NEWS DESK:A parlia-
mentary panel on Tues-
day asked the govern-
ment to explain the rea-
sons for keeping a key
position of deputy gov-
ernor at the central bank
vacant for the past one
and a half years, as it
also expressed dissatis-
faction over the perfor-
mance of the debt office.

The Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Fi-
nance instructed both
the finance ministry and
the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) to submit de-
tails about when former
deputy governor Dr
Inayat Husain com-

pleted his term, when the
central bank governor
sent a panel of candi-
dates to fill the post, and
why the post remains
vacant.

Senator Talha
Mehmood raised the is-
sue of vacant positions,
including the director
general of debt at the fi-
nance ministry. The mat-
ter came up during a
vote on the Exim Bank
amendment bill, which
the standing committee
approved to bring the
law in line with the
State?Owned Enter-
prises (SOE) Act. The
International Monetary

Govt set to approve Rs3.5tr development plan

Fund has imposed the
condition to bring the
laws of ten entities in
line with the SOE law.

Neither the finance
ministry nor the central
bank could give reasons
for keeping the deputy
governor position va-
cant.

Dr Inayat Husain
holds dual nationality,
and the central bank law
bars the appointment of
dual nationals as gover-
nor and deputy gover-
nors.

Given his experi-
ence and significant role
within the SBP, the gov-
ernment and the SBP

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stan is among the
countries that could
benefit from a new
United States tempo-
rary licence allowing
selected energy-im-
porting nations to ac-
cess Russian oil, dip-
lomatic sources told
Dawn.

The US has intro-
duced a 30-day gen-
eral licence issued by
the US Department of
the Treasury to ease
immediate supply
pressures in global
crude markets and
provide relief to en-
e r g y - v u l n e r a b l e
countries.Diplomatic
sources said the ar-
rangement may also
apply to Pakistan,
though they cautioned
that Islamabad might
not be able to fully take
advantage of the con-
cession due to limited
technical capacity.

US offers 30-day

relief to energy-vul-
nerable countries

They noted that
Pakistan has not pre-
viously imported Rus-
sian crude at scale and
may lack the refining
infrastructure required
to process such ship-
ments.

US Treasury Sec-
retary Scott Bessent
said on a social media
post released on Mon-
day that his depart-

ment is issuing a tem-
porary 30-day general
licence to “provide the
most vulnerable na-
tions with the ability to
temporarily access
Russian oil currently
stranded at sea.”

“This extension
will provide additional
flexibility, and we will
work with these na-
tions to provide spe-
cific licences as
needed,” he wrote in

NEWS DESK:The
government is schedul-
ing meetings of the An-
nual Plan Coordination
Committee (APCC)
and the National Eco-
nomic Council (NEC)
in the first week of
June to clear a consoli-
dated national develop-
ment programme of
more
        than Rs3.5 trillion
and a macroeconomic
framework envisaging
an economic growth
rate of 4.1 per cent
with an elevated infla-
tion rate of 8.5pc for
the next fiscal year.

Informed sources
said the APCC meeting,
to be presided over by
the planning and devel-
opment minister, was
being scheduled for
June 1,

to be followed by
the NEC meeting, led
by the prime minister,
on June 3.

The schedule hints
that presentation of the
federal budget to par-
liament may slip to the
second week of June
from the first week, as
earlier contemplated by
the authorities con-
cerned.

The delay in the
APCC and NEC meet-
ings, earlier planned for
May 20 and 22, is be-
ing attributed to the
prime minister’s avail-

ability before Eidul
Azha because of his
other pressing engage-
ments.

Schedules APCC,
NEC meetings early
next month

The two forums
generally review eco-

nomic and develop-
ment performance dur-
ing the outgoing fiscal
year and set targets for
the following year be-
fore these are incorpo-
rated into the federal
and provincial budgets.

Led by the prime

minister, the NEC com-
prises the four chief
ministers and as many
federal ministers and
serves as the highest
forum for decision-
making on develop-
ment and macroeco-
nomic coordination be-

tween the federation
and federating units.

The sources said
the finance ministry
had given an indicative
budget ceiling (IBC) of
about Rs1.126tr for the
federal Public Sector
D e v e l o p m e n t

Programme (PSDP),
although the prime min-
ister had instructed of-
ficials to increase it to
Rs1.5tr by also includ-
ing separate schemes
of some corporations.

This is despite the
IMF setting a Rs986bn

PSDP target for next
year.

It may be noted
that the government
typically announces
larger development al-
locations every year for
political reasons, but
IMF estimates ulti-

mately prevail by the
close of the fiscal year
as the tax machinery
misses revenue targets
and the axe naturally
falls on the develop-
ment budget.

Even during the
current year, the gov-
ernment announced a
PSDP of over Rs1tr,
which was subse-
quently cut to the IMF-
estimated size of
Rs837bn.

Officials said the
Planning Com-mission
had, as usual, sought a
larger Rs2.9tr envelope
for the PSDP based on
sectoral demands
amounting to about
Rs4tr.

However, the Min-
istry of Finance did not
allow allocations be-
yond Rs1.126tr in
view of IMF commit-
ments.

The IMF has tar-
geted the federal devel-
opment programme for
next year at Rs986bn,
compared to its
Rs873bn estimate for
the current year, not-
withstanding larger an-
nouncements made by
the government in the
budget.

Provincial devel-
opment budgets are
estimated at Rs2.5tr
next year, compared to
Rs2.1tr in the current
year.

NEWS DESK:The
Privatisation Commis-
sion on Tuesday invited
expressions of interest
(EOIs) from local and in-
ternational investors for
the much-delayed sale
of three of the country’s
most viable electricity
distribution companies
(Discos).

The deadline for
submitting EOIs for the
partial or full sale of the
Discos falls in the first
quarter of the next fiscal
year. The three compa-
nies are Faisalabad Elec-
tric Supply Company
(Fesco), Gujranwala
Electric Power Company
(Gepco), and Islamabad
Electric Supply Com-
pany (Iesco).

The three are con-
sidered the most viable
Discos among the 11
electricity distribution
companies originally
carved out of the Water
and Power Develop-
ment Authority (Wapda)
in 1998.

The divestment
aimed to improve service
quality through private-
sector management prac-
tices. The plan was sup-
posed to be completed
within five years but
failed to take off over
the following three de-
cades.

The transaction of-
fers investors an oppor-
tunity to acquire be-

tween 51pc and 100pc
shareholding, along with
management control, in
each of the three distri-
bution companies.

The initiative forms
part of the government’s
broader economic re-
form agenda aimed at im-
proving efficiency,
strengthening service
delivery, attracting for-
eign and domestic in-
vestment, and promot-
ing sustainable growth
in Pakistan’s power sec-
tor, the Privatisation
Commission said.

Fesco, Gepco and
Iesco collectively serve
more than 14 million con-
sumers across major in-
dustrial, commercial and
urban centres of Punjab,
the Islamabad region,
and parts of Azad

NEWS DESK:Pakistan's
headline inflation is pro-
jected to rise to 12.2%
year-on-year in May
2026 as mounting fuel
and food prices out-
weigh relief from lower
electricity charges, ac-
cording to Optimus Capi-
tal Management.

The brokerage ex-
pects the National Con-
sumer Price Index (NCPI)
to increase by about 1%
m o n t h - o n - m o n t h
(MoM), while core NCPI
is projected at 8.4% YoY,
indicating persistent un-
derlying pressures.

The transport index
is expected to surge
nearly 6.9% MoM, pri-
marily due to an antici-
pated 9.5% increase in
domestic fuel prices. Al-
though international oil
prices have declined
monthly, fuel prices in

Pakistan remain elevated
because of higher premi-
ums and Inland Freight
Equalisation Margin
(IFEM) adjustments. As
a result, energy inflation
is expected to reach
about 39% YoY.

Optimus noted the
housing index may pro-
vide partial relief, pro-
jecting a 1.2% monthly
decline mainly due to
lower electricity tariffs.
However, this is unlikely
to offset the broader in-
flationary impact from
transport and food
categories.The report,
authored by Optimus
analyst  Yasin Iqbal
Kodvavi, also high-
lighted that the cushion
previously provided by
easing food inflation is
fading. Food inflation is
projected to rise by
about 1.5% MoM and

nearly 9% YoY, driven
largely by higher wheat
and wheat flour prices,
both expected to in-
crease by nearly 7%
monthly. Rising trans-
portation costs, higher
fertiliser prices and fluc-
tuating procurement
policies are contributing
to the increase. Fresh
milk and milk products
are also expected to rise
by about 2.7% MoM.

Optimus warned
that persistent geopoliti-
cal uncertainty and el-
evated energy prices re-
main major risks. Higher
fuel costs will continue
feeding into broader
sectors, while adverse
weather, rising logistics
costs and normalising
trade flows could further
accelerate food inflation.

The report added
that recent auction

yields by the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) reflect
market expectations of
sustained inflationary
pressures and potential
monetary t ightening.
Given the upcoming fed-
eral budget, the ongoing
IMF programme and
broader macroeconomic
challenges, analysts ex-
pect the SBP to maintain
a cautious stance and
potentially hike interest
rates by an additional
50?100 basis points in
the coming months.

"The main reasons
are higher fuel prices, up
almost 9.5% MoM, and
rising food costs, up al-
most 1.5% MoM. Even
though global oil prices
have come down
slightly compared with
last month, prices in Pa-
kistan remain high be-
cause of higher premi-
ums and transportation
costs," Kodvavi told
The Express Tribune.

"Wheat and wheat
flour prices are likely to
increase by around 7%
over the month, while
milk and milk products
may also become more
expensive. These in-
creases are linked to
higher transportation
costs, expensive
fertiliser and changing
procurement condi-
tions."

Looking ahead, the
inflation outlook remains
uncertain. Fuel prices
could stay elevated amid
ongoing global ten-
sions, while food prices
may continue to rise due
to higher logistics and
fertiliser costs, along
with weather?related
conditions, Kodvavi an-
ticipated.

governor were keen to
retain him for a new
five?year term. When Dr
Husain was originally
appointed, there was no
restriction on the ap-
pointment of dual na-
tionals.

SBP Governor
Jameel Ahmed also de-
clined to comment on the
matter earlier this month.

Two deputy gover-
nors are currently serv-
ing at the central bank.
Saleem Ullah is respon-
sible for finance, inclu-
sion and innovation,
while Muhammad Amin
Khan Lodhi is respon-
sible for monetary policy
and research.

The finance minis-
try proposed about a
dozen amendments to
the SBP Act in Decem-
ber 2024, including end-
ing the dual nationality
ineligibility, but these
amendments could not
pass through cabinet
scrutiny.

The ministry had
proposed allowing dual
nationals to serve as
governor and deputy
governor, amending
Section 13 of the SBP
Act, which currently dis-
qualifies any person
holding dual nationality
from serving in these
roles.

Jammu and Kashmir.
The three Discos

operate extensive elec-
tricity distribution net-
works covering key eco-
nomic corridors and rep-
resent strategically im-
portant assets within
Pakistan’s energy land-
scape.

The Privatisation
Commission said the
process would be under-
taken in a transparent,
competitive and inves-
tor-friendly manner in
accordance with interna-
tional best practices.

Interested parties
may participate indi-
vidually or as part of a
consortium, subject to
the qualification criteria
outlined in the Request
for Statement of Qualifi-
cation (RSOQ)

documents.According
to the EOI notice, sepa-
rate submissions are re-
quired for each Disco.
The deadlines for sub-
mission are July 7, 2026,
for Faisalabad Electric
Supply Company
(Fesco), August 6 for
Gujranwala Electric
Power Company
(Gepco), and September
7 for Islamabad Electric
Supply Company
(Iesco).

An online investor
briefing will also be con-
ducted jointly by the
Privatisation Commis-
sion and the financial
adviser to highlight in-
vestment opportunities,
transaction structure,
and procedural require-
ments for interested in-
vestors.

a post on X.“This gen-
eral licence will help
stabilise the physical
crude market and en-
sure oil reaches the
most energy-vulner-
able countries.”

Bessent added
that the licence will
also help reroute exist-
ing supply to countries
most in need by “re-
ducing China’s ability
to stockpile dis-
counted oil”.
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'We're here solely to play football'

Ronaldo, 41, to lead Portugal in
his sixth World Cup

Neymar included in Brazil’s World Cup squad after injury struggles

Fakhar Zaman, Saim Ayub ruled
out of upcoming ODI series

against Australia

Pakistan hosts first FIFA World Cup
launch event at U.S. Embassy

N E W S D E S K :
Neymar has been
named in Brazil’s
squad for next
month’s World Cup,
manager Carlo
Ancelotti said on Mon-
day, handing the for-
ward a chance to re-
turn to international
soccer’s biggest stage
after an injury-dis-
rupted cycle.

The 34-year-old,
Brazil’s all-time lead-
ing scorer, comes
back following a pro-
longed absence due to
a series of injuries that
kept him out for much
of the qualifying cam-
paign, as the five-time
champions pursue a
record-extending sixth
title.

As dozens of
journalists gathered at
Rio de Janeiro’s Mu-
seum of Tomorrow
for a ceremony featur-
ing music acts and ce-
lebrity guests, all eyes
were on Ancelotti’s
decision on whether to
include Neymar in the
squad.

The 66-year-old
Italian, who took
charge of Brazil’s
men’s national team
last year, had not pre-
viously called up the
former Barcelona and
Paris St Germain
player.

He told Reuters
earlier this month that
Neymar’s inclusion
would be based on fit-
ness and form, not sen-
timent.

“We evaluated
Neymar throughout
the year and noticed
that recently he has
been playing consis-
tently and has im-

proved his physical
condition,” Ancelotti
said at a press confer-
ence on Monday.

“He has the same
role and responsibili-
ties as everyone else,
but he is an experi-
enced player.

It’s true that in
some positions we
prioritised experi-

ence.”
Neymar, who has

79 international goals
but has not featured
for Brazil since 2023,
has faced questions
about

his fitness and
form following an in-
jury-marred spell at Al
Hilal and an
underwhelming return

to his boyhood club
Santos last year.

The forward said
on Sunday he was sat-
isfied he had done all
he could to prove he
was fully fit and de-
served a place in the
squad.

“Physically, I feel
great. I’ve been im-
proving with every

game,” he told report-
ers after Santos’ 3-0
defeat to Coritiba.

Loaded offense,
few surprises

The rest of
Brazil’s squad was
largely retained from
the qualifying cam-
paign and recent
friendlies, with the
likes of Vinicius Jun-

NEWS DESK:The
coach of the first North
Korean sports team to
visit the South in eight
years batted away ques-
tions Tuesday about the
prospect of South Kore-
ans cheering his side,
saying: "We are here
solely to play football."

N a e g o h y a n g
Women's FC will face
South Korea's Suwon
FC Women in the semi-
finals of the Asian
Women's Champions
League on Wednesday.

Interest in the rare
North-South clash has
been intense and 7,087
general admission tick-
ets sold out within
hours of going on sale
last week.

Naegohyang's ar-
rival at South Korea's
Incheon International
Airport on Sunday saw
players and officials sur-
rounded by throngs of
reporters and support-
ers holding welcome
signs.

Around 3,000 spec-
tators from civic groups
backed by Seoul's unifi-
cation ministry are ex-
pected to cheer both
teams, but there will be
no official away sup-
porters because North
Koreans are generally
not allowed into the

South.
Naegohyang head

coach Ri Yu Il brushed
off questions about
what he thought about
the prospect of South
Koreans cheering his
side during Tuesday's
pre-match press confer-
ence.

"I'm not sure
whether similar ques-
tions will continue to
come up," he said. "But
we are here solely to
play football.

"Simply put, we will
focus only on each
match," he added.
"Therefore, the issue of
the supporters is not

something I, as a coach,
or our players need to
concern ourselves with.

"We will concen-
trate exclusively on the
game."

No emotion
The Seoul govern-

ment has provided
US$200,000 to support
South Korean civic
groups planning to
cheer both teams at the
match.

According to local
media, civic groups have
been discussing cheer-
ing guidelines with the
authorit ies,  because
waving North Korean
national flags in public

ior, Raphinha,
Matheus Cunha and
Endrick shouldering
attacking duties along-
side Neymar.

Real Madrid
striker Rodrygo, de-
fender Eder Militao
and Chelsea winger
Estevao were left out
due to injuries.
Chelsea’s forward

is prohibited under the
national security law.

In past such events
held in the South, civic
groups instead waved
flags depicting the Ko-
rean Peninsula.

Both Ri and the
team captain, Kim Kyong
Yong, sat through the
press conference with-
out showing any emo-
tion, and their answers
were translated by a
North Korean inter-
preter.

Kim said: "We will
give our all to repay the
trust and expectations
of our people and our
parents and families."

N E W S D E S K :
Opening batters
Fakhar Zaman and
Saim Ayub have been
ruled out of the up-
coming one-day inter-
national (ODI) series
against Australia,
scheduled to begin on
May 30, the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
said on Wednesday.

According to a
press release issued by
the cricket board, both

players are “currently
recovering from inju-
ries and have been
advised to continue
their rehabilitation
programmes under the
supervision of the
PCB medical panel”.

“Consequently,
they have been ruled
out of selection for the
ODI series,” it added.

The cricket board
wished both players a
speedy recovery and

said it looked forward
to seeing them return
to competitive cricket
at the earliest oppor-
tunity.

It added that fur-
ther updates regarding
the squad and player
fitness would be
shared in due course.

The Australian
men’s cricket team is
scheduled to tour Pa-
kistan for a three-
match ODI series.

NEWS DESK:A presti-
gious launch event re-
lated to the upcoming
FIFA World Cup was
held at the U.S Embassy
in Islamabad, bringing
together prominent fig-
ures from sports, gov-
ernment, and various
sectors of society.

Federal Minister for
Railways Hanif Abbasi,
President of Pakistan
Football Federation
(PFF) Mohsen Gilani,
Chairman of the Prime
Minister ’s Youth
Programme Rana
Mashhood Ahmad
Khan, and Lahore
Qalandars Chief Execu-
tive Atif Rana were
among the distin-
guished guests in atten-
dance.

Addressing the cer-
emony, U.S. Chargé
d’Affaires to Pakistan
Natalie A. Baker said it
was an honor that the
first special FIFA World
Cup-related event was
being hosted in Paki-
stan. She expressed
happiness over the posi-
tive progress being wit-
nessed in the promotion
and development of
football in the country
and noted that Pakistan
is playing an important
role in the FIFA World

Cup.
Natalie Baker high-

lighted that Pakistan is
manufacturing world-
class footballs for global
use,  while the FIFA
World Cup to be hosted
by the United States,
Canada, and Mexico will
be the biggest in history,
featuring 48 teams for
the first time. She said
the United States is fully
prepared to welcome
fans from around the
world and celebrate the
historic tournament in a
grand manner.

She added that

sports, particularly foot-
ball, serve as a powerful
bridge to strengthen ties
and understanding
among nations and
people across the globe.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, PFF President
Mohsen Gilani said foot-
ball is helping deepen
relations between Paki-
stan and the United
States. He described the
FIFA World Cup as one
of the greatest events in
the world, adding that
FIFA unites nations on
a single platform
through the spirit of the

game.
Mohsen Gilani fur-

ther stated that
Pakistan’s women’s foot-
ball team recently partici-
pated in a FIFA event for
the first time and se-
cured a victory, calling it
a historic milestone for
the country. He also re-
vealed that Pakistan
Football appointed a
woman as manager of
the men’s national foot-
ball team for the first
time, terming it a signifi-
cant step towards
women empowerment in
sports.

Joao Pedro, midfielder
Andrey Santos who
had been called up on
previous occasions,
also surprisingly
missed the final squad.

“Some of the
players who were
with us this year
won’t be happy with
this list. I’m sorry, and
I want to thank every-
one who was with us,”
Ancelotti said.

Brazil will open
their World Cup cam-
paign against Morocco
on June 13 in New
Jersey.

They also face
Haiti and Scotland in
Group ‘C’.

Brazil squad:
Goalkeepers: Alisson,
Ederson, Weverton;
Defenders: Alex
Sandro, Bremer,
Danilo, Douglas
Santos, Gabriel
Magalhaes, Ibanez,
Leo Pereira,
Marquinhos, Wesley;
Midfielders:

Bruno Guimaraes,
Casemiro, Danilo
Santos, Fabinho,
Lucas Paqueta; For-
wards:

Endrick, Gabriel
Martinelli , Igor
Thiago, Luiz
Henrique, Matheus
Cunha, Neymar,
Raphinha, Rayan,
Vinicius Jr.

NEWS DESK:Veteran
Portugal striker
Cristiano Ronaldo will
lead his country into the
2026 World Cup this
summer after coach
Roberto Martinez
named the 41-year-old in
his squad on Tuesday.

The former Real
Madrid and Manchester
United star, now at Saudi
Arabian side Al Nassr, is
set to appear at a record
sixth World Cup.

Portugal and
Ronaldo, the all-time
leading men’s interna-
tional scorer with 143
goals, have never won
the competition.

Ronaldo could face
former Barcelona rival
Lionel Messi, who is
also set to play at a sixth
World Cup after leading
Argentina to glory four
years ago in Qatar.

The Portuguese
forward avoided a three-
match ban despite being
sent off against the Re-
public of Ireland in their
last qualifying match for
an elbow.

Spanish coach
Martinez selected a 26-
man squad with no ma-
jor surprises, including
Ronaldo’s Al Nassr
team-mate Joao Felix,
and also named goal-
keeper Ricardo Velho as

an extra player in the
group.

Paris Saint-Germain
stars Vitinha, Joao
Neves, Nuno Mendes
and Goncalo Ramos are
also included in a strong
squad, along with
Manchester United
playmaker Bruno
Fernandes and a contin-
gent from Manchester
City, including Bernardo
Silva.

Martinez said he
would not need to man-
age five-time Ballon
d’Or winner Ronaldo in

a special way because of
his age.

“In my experience,
at a World Cup, a player
doesn’t follow the pat-
tern of club form, age-
related performance or
anything like that,”
Martinez told reporters.

“The focus is our
group. All of them are fo-
cussed, they’re pre-
pared for the demands of
a World Cup and we just
need to manage day by
day.”

Ronaldo said last
year that this World Cup

would be his last.
He was left in tears

last weekend after defeat
by Gamba Osaka in the
AFC Champions League
Two final, but Martinez
said an emotionally
draining season would
not affect him this sum-
mer.

“I think that coming
into the national team
set-up brings new en-
ergy and allows you to
completely switch off
from what happened
during the season,” said
the coach.

According to the
schedule announced,
the visitors will arrive
in Islamabad on May
23 and face the Green
Shirts in the first ODI
at the Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium on
May 30.

The second and
third ODIs of the se-
ries will be played at
the Gaddafi Stadium in
Lahore on June 2 and
4, respectively.
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Opp rifts ahead of anti-govt protest

PPP leaders say ‘premature’ to comment
on 28th Amendment

NEWS DESK:Major
opposition political par-
ties are gearing up for
protests against the
government over the
rising inflation on Fri-
day but they are unable
to join hands as
Tehr eek-e-Tahafu z
Aye e n - e - P a k i s t a n
(TTAP), Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (F) and
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI),
announced their sepa-
rate plans, highlighting
lack of unity among
their ranks.

Some of the par-
ties openly expressed
their lack of trust on
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI), the main
opposition party, and
hence decided to stay
away from its protest
call.Separate protests
are being planned over
inflation and gover-
nance issues.

TTAP, whose
main alliance includes
PTI, is additionally fo-
cused on demands re-
lated to former prime
minister Imran Khan's
incarceration and ac-
cess to medical
treatment .However,
despite overlapping
anti-government rheto-
ric and shared criticism
over governance and

Govt announces Eidul Azha
holidays from May 26-28

economic conditions,
efforts toward a joint
opposition protest front
appear unlikely, expos-
ing continuing mistrust
and fragmentation
within the opposition

camp.The latest protest
call came from TTAP,
which announced na-
tionwide demonstra-
tions on May 22 fol-
lowing a late-night alli-
ance meeting attended

by PTI leaders and al-
lied opposition figures
on Monday.The an-
nouncement came af-
ter Opposition Leader
in the National Assem-
bly Mahmood Khan

Achakzai warned that
the opposition would
intensify its response if
meetings with Imran
Khan and demands re-
garding his medical
treatment were not

Pakistan, China share 'converging vision' on
regional and global issues, says DPM Dar

NEWS DESK:Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Wednesday said
Islamabad and Beijing
shared a “converging
vision” on regional and
global matters.

“Pakistan and
China share a converg-
ing vision on regional
and global issues,” said
Dar while addressing
the Senate.

A Chinese delega-
tion was present in the
visitors’ gallery to mark
the 75th anniversary of
the establishment of dip-
lomatic relations be-
tween Pakistan and
China.

“We are committed
to upholding the pur-
poses and principles of
the UN Charter in a
world facing complex
challenges,” the foreign
minister said.

Dar stressed that
cooperation between
Pakistan and China at
the United Nations, the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), and
other international fo-
rums had been “vital in
defending the interests
of developing countries
and promoting global
peace”.

During his address,
Dar said that he will be
accompanying PM
Shehbaz Sharif on his

state visit to China from
May 23 to 26, during
which they will also at-
tend celebrations mark-
ing the 75th anniversary
of Pak-China ties.

During the visit,
they would engage with
the Chinese leadership,
including President Xi
Jinping and Premier Li
Qiang, besides busi-
ness-to-business (B2B)
meetings.

“We would also
have meetings of two
very important mecha-
nisms: Pakistan-China
Polit ical Forum and
CPEC Joint Consultative
Mechanism,” Dar said,
adding that a large multi-

party parliamentary del-
egation from Pakistan
would be attending
many of these meetings.

Dar highlighted the
joint initiative by the
two neighbours to “pro-
mote peace and stability
in the Gulf and the
Middle East,

noting that it re-
flected a “shared sense
of responsibili ty as
peace-loving nations to
contribute to global se-
curity and stability”.

Recalling his visit
to China in late March,
Dar said, “We came up
with a five-point initia-
tive for a peace plan in
the conflict, and this has

been accepted and en-
dorsed by dozens of
countries on the globe.”

Dar noted he had
been in “constant touch”
with China’s FM Wang
Yi and other colleagues
from the region through-
out the Middle East con-
flict that began with US-
Israeli strikes on Iran on
February 28.

The deputy PM ob-
served that over the
past 75 years, the rela-
tionship between
Islamabad and Beijing
has “grown from
strength to strength into
a robust economic and
strategic partnership”.

“From the

Karakoram Highway to
Gwadar Port, the sym-
bols of Pak-China friend-
ship are spread all across
Pakistan’s geography,”
Dar remarked.

He added that the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
stood “as a flagship
project of the Belt and
Road Initiative and a
shining example of
shared vision for re-
gional connectivity and
prosperity”.

Stressing that
CPEC has played a key
role in transforming
Pakistan’s economic
landscape,  Dar said
Islamabad looked for-
ward to its next phase,
CPEC 2.0, “focusing on
industrialisation, agri-
culture, IT and socio-
economic develop-
ment”.

“We are confident
that the benefits of the
Pak-China partnership
will reach every citizen of
Pakistan,” the deputy
premier said, recalling
the two countries’ ef-
forts in 2013 to “over-
come” loadshedding in
Pakistan.

“China gave mas-
sive support in eliminat-
ing the outages and
loadshedding in Paki-
stan.

We will always re-
main grateful to China.”

NEWS DESK:Amid
reports about a pos-
sible new constitu-
tional amen-dment
that could roll back
certain functions
de--vol-v--ed to the
provinces, a PPP
senator on Tuesday
said the party had not
received any draft of
the purported 28th
Amendment.

Addressing a
press conference to
share details of Presi-
dent Asif Ali
Zard--ari’s China visit,
Senator Saleem
Mandviwalla said it
was “premature” to
comment on the mat-
ter as they had yet to
see a proposal for the
amendment.

His statement ech-
oed similar remarks by
the PPP chairman,
who said his party was
not aware of any such
development,

nor did the prime
minister approach
President Zardari in
this regard.

Law Minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar
had also recently ruled
out any amendment
being tabled without

consultation with the
ruling partners.

Besides Mr
Mandvi-walla, the
president’s spokesper-
son Murtaza Solangi
and Presidency Press
Secretary Daniyal
Gillani were also
present.

Mandviwalla in-
sists party yet to re-
ceive draft of consti-
tutional tweaks

Speaking about
the president’s visit to
China, they said the
president signed five
memorandums of un-

derstanding (MoUs)
and one agreement,
spanning the defence,
a g r i c u l t u r e ,
healthcare, industrial
cooperation and tech-
nology sectors.

Describing the
commissioning cer-
emony of the Pakistan
Navy’s first
Ha--ngor-class sub-
marine in Sanya, Mr
Solangi said its strate-
gic significance was
comparable to the
Pakist-an-China JF-17
Thu---nder fighter air-
craft project.

NEWS DESK:The
federal government on
Wednesday an-
nounced a three-day
public holiday from
May 26-28 (Tuesday
to Thursday) to mark
Eidul Azha.

According to a
notification issued by
the Cabinet Division,
shared by state-run
APP

on the social me-
dia platform X, Prime
Minister Shehbaz

Sharif declared May
26 to 28 as “public
holidays on the occa-
sion of Eidul Azha”.

Pakistan will ob-
serve Eidul Azha on
May 27 (Wednesday),
the Ruet-i-Hilal Com-
mittee announced af-
ter sighting the Zilhaj
moon on Sunday.

The announce-
ment was made after
moon sighting testimo-
nies were received
from

facilitated.Separately,
JUI-F chief Fazlur
Rehman had already
announced protests
over inflation and eco-
nomic conditions dur-
ing a rally in Karachi on

May 15, while JI chief
Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman has also filed
a constitutional petition
against rising fuel
prices and taxes on
Tuesday and an-
nounced a nationwide
protest movement
starting May 22 against
inflation.Despite the
convergence of protest
timelines, senior lead-
ers from both JUI-F
and JI indicated they
were not considering

participation under
a joint protest umbrella
led by TTAP or PTI-
backed forces.

Senior JUI-F
leader Kamran Murtaza
said it was better that
each party conduct its
own protest, explaining
that JUI-F still had
"trust issues" with PTI.

He said that in past
political engagements,
including cooperation
on constitutional mat-
ters such as the 26th
Amendment, his party
had participated in joint
processes, did every-
thing PTI asked them
to, but later felt it was
unfairly blamed after
those developments
concluded.

He suggested that
similar concerns per-

sisted in later develop-
ments as well, contrib-
uting to continued mis-
trust between the two
sides despite overlap-
ping opposition posi-
tions against the gov-
ernment.

JI Pakistan
Deputy Chief Liaquat
Baloch also ruled out
the possibility of a joint
protest platform, say-
ing every political party
had the right to mobilise
from its own platform.

Responding to
questions about the ab-
sence of a joint oppo-
sition platform, PTI
Sindh provincial Presi-
dent Haleem Adil
Sheikh argued that po-
litical parties should at
least unite on public is-
sues such as inflation
and governance, re-
gardless of wider po-
litical disagreements.

He said TTAP had
previously attempted to
build broader coordina-
tion on economic is-
sues, and that Achakzai
had earlier conveyed to
Fazl during a meeting
that while parties could
differ on other political
matters, they should at
least make a joint an-
nouncement on the is-
sue of inflation.

Karachi and other
cities of Sindh,
Mardan, Rawalpindi,
Peshawar and some
other areas.

Celebrated on the
10th of Zilhaj, Eidul
Azha marks the culmi-
nation of Haj, one of
the five pillars of Is-
lam.

Saudi Arabia is
also set to mark the
first day of Eidul Azha
on May 27, Saudi Ga-
zette reported.

Plea filed in IHC against Bushra
Bibi’s ‘solitary confinement’

NEWS DESK:The issue
of alleged solitary con-
finement of Imran Khan’s
wife Bushra Bibi has
also reached the
Islamabad High Court,
where her daughter
Mubashra Khawar
Ma--neka filed a petition
challenging her mother’s
confinement in Adiala
jail.

In the petition, the
superintendent and
deputy superintendent
of Adiala jail, Inspector
General of Punjab Pris-
ons and chairman of Na-
tional Accountability
Bureau (NAB) have
been made respondents.

The petitioner con-
tended that family meet-
ings with Bushra Bibi
had been prohibited and
that no court had ordered
her solitary confine-
ment.

The petition said

that keeping Bushra Bibi
in solitary confinement
was i llegal and
amounted to an exces-
sive use of powers un-
der the prison rules of
the country. It argued
that under the prison
rules, no prisoner could
be kept in solitary con-
finement for more than
14 days at a time.

Referring to the
United Nations Nelson
Mandela Rules, the pe-
tition said that indefinite
solitary confinement
was against human dig-
nity and international
standards governing
the treatment of prison-
ers.

The plea further
said that Bushra Bibi
underwent surgery on
her right eye in April
and was shifted to hos-
pital twice after suffering
pain in the operated eye.

However, prison au-
thorities allegedly nei-
ther informed her family
or lawyers about the na-
ture of the illness and
treatment nor shifted her
to hospital for proper
diagnosis.

According to the
petition, the PTI founder
inf-o-rmed his lawyers
that Bu--shra Bibi was
being kept in solitary
confinement round the
clock at Adiala jail. It was
further alleged that law-
yers were being pre-
vented from meeting her
for legal consultation
and for obtaining signa-
tures on powers of attor-
ney.

The peti t ion re-
quested the high court
to declare Bushra Bibi’s
solitary confinement ille-
gal and in violation of
Articles 9 and 14 of the
Constitution.

He also high-
lighted the president’s
visit to Shao-shan, the
hometown of Chair-
man Mao Zedong in
Hunan.

S e n a t o r
Mandviwalla, mean-
while, rev-ealed a new
cultural initiative aimed
at promoting
Pak-istani films and
television productions
in China.

He said the Leg-
end of Maula Jatt’s
commercial release in
China was scheduled
for May 21 and 22.

Discussing MoUs
signed during the visit,
he said an MoU on
seawater desalination
was

signed to establish
a five million gallons
per day (mgd) desali-
nation plant aimed at
helping address
Karachi’s water
shortage.

Another MoU fo-
cused on agricultural
technology coopera-
tion was reached with
one of China’s largest
tea companies, he
added.


