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Grenade Attack on Police Patrol in Dera Murad
Jamali Injures 16, Security Tightened

From Our Correspondent:

Dera Murad Jamali: At least
16 people, including three po-
lice personnel, were injured af-
ter unidentified armed motor-
cyclists hurled a hand grenade
at a police mobile van in the
busy main market area of Dera
Murad Jamali, officials said on
Thursday.

According to police, the
incident occurred within the ju-
risdiction of the City Police
Station near DC Chowk at
Faseel Plaza in the central
market of Dera Murad Jamali,
the divisional headquarters of
Nasirabad.

Police officials said un-
known assailants riding motor-
cycles targeted a police patrol
vehicle by throwing a hand
grenade, which exploded with
a powerful blast, creating
panic in the crowded market-
place.

The injured were identified
as Riyaz Mengal, Muhammad
Hayat, Ramesh Lal, Hakim Ali,
Abdul Islam, Ameer Bakhsh,
Mohabbat Khan, Pathan
Basham Khan,

Saifullah, Abdul Samad,
Muhammad Anwar,
Muhammad Ayub, Manzoor
Ahmed, Dali Jan, and
Muhammad Akbar, along with
three police officers.

All injured individuals were
immediately shifted to the
Teaching Hospital in Dera
Murad Jamali for medical
treatment.

Hospital sources said four
critically injured victims were
later referred to Larkana for
advanced medical care after
receiving initial treatment.

Following the attack,
heavy contingents of police
and security forces rushed to
the scene and cordoned off the
area.

A search operation was
launched to trace and arrest
those involved in the incident.

Authorities said security in
and around the city was sig-

nificantly tightened in the af-
termath of the explosion, with
additional checkpoints estab-
lished at key entry and exit
points.

The Nasirabad region has
witnessed several attacks in
the past, with militants fre-
quently targeting vital installa-
tions, police personnel, and
other security forces operat-
ing in the area.

The latest incident has
once again raised concerns
over the security situation in
parts of Balochistan.

An investigation into the
attack is underway, while no
group has immediately claimed
responsibility.

‘World can see the
face behind that
mask’: Pakistan
rebukes India

at UNSC
NEWS DESK:

Pakistan on Wednesday hit
back at India’s allegations at
the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC), with Paki-
stani diplomat Saima Saleem
slamming New Delhi as being
“a state that exports terrorism
abroad,
      occupies people by force,
persecutes minorities at home,
weaponises water, commits
aggression in the region.”

Her remarks came during
a right of reply at the UNSC’s
Annual Debate on the Protec-
tion of Civilians after India ac-
cused

Pakistan of ignoring inter-
national humanitarian obliga-
tions and targeting civilians.

Pakistan had raised con-
cerns over the situation in In-
dian Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK) during
the session.

Saima criticised India’s
remarks and said New Delhi
had appeared before the coun-
cil “wearing the mask of a vic-
tim.” “But the world can see
the face behind that mask,” she
said.

Earlier in the debate,
India’s Permanent Represen-
tative to the UN Harish
Parvathaneni accused Paki-

Pakistan Army Honours
Martyrs, Gallantry Award
Recipients at GHQ
Web Desk:

The Pakistan Army on Thurs-
day honoured its martyrs,
decorated officers and soldiers
with military awards for excep-
tional gallantry and distin-
guished service during an in-
vestiture ceremony held at the
General Headquarters (GHQ),
Rawalpindi.

Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir, Chief of Army Staff
and Chief of Defence Staff,
conferred 50 Sitara-i-Imtiaz
(Military) and 12 Tamgha-i-
Basalat awards on serving
personnel and the families of
martyrs. Posthumous medals
were received with honour by
the families of fallen soldiers.

Addressing the ceremony,
the Field Marshal paid tribute
to the martyrs and veterans,
describing them as the endur-
ing pride of the nation.

He said Pakistan’s peace
and security were secured
through their supreme sacri-
fices and unwavering commit-
ment to duty, adding that their
legacy remained a sacred trust
for every citizen.

He also praised the cour-
age, dignity and resilience of
the families of martyrs, ac-
knowledging their unparalleled
sacrifices and steadfast devo-
tion to the homeland.

The Field Marshal further
commended the operational
preparedness of the Pakistan
Army and law enforcement

Field Marshal and Chief of Defense Forces General Syed
Asim Munir during the Martyrs ceremony:
Photo provided by ISPR

stan of failing to uphold inter-
national humanitarian obliga-
tions and alleged that it had
targeted civilians.

He also referred to what
he described as Pakistan’s
“long-tainted record of geno-
cidal acts,” according to Indian
media reports.

The Indian envoy further
repeated allegations made by
the Afghan Taliban regarding
an alleged strike on a hospital
in Kabul earlier this year.

Responding to the accusa-
tions, Saima said India’s
“state-sponsorship of terrorism
against Pakistan”

 had caused significant ci-
vilian casualties through mili-
tant groups operating from
Afghan territory.

“Its terrorist proxies — in-
cluding the TTP, BLA and
Majeed Brigade — have killed
thousands of civilians,

 including women and chil-
dren in our mosques, markets,
schools and streets,” she
added.

Saima further said
Pakistan’s counterterrorism
operations were carried out on
the basis of credible intelli-
gence and targeted militant

hideouts,
training camps, and logis-

tical networks involved in at-
tacks against Pakistani civil-
ians, security personnel, and in-
frastructure.

“These operations were
directed solely against terror-
ists and their infrastructure, not
against the brotherly people of
Afghanistan or civilian facili-
ties,” she said.

Saima also dismissed alle-
gations raised by the Taliban
administration and echoed by
India,

calling them part of a
“disinformation campaign” in-
tended to conceal attacks
against Pakistani civilians.

On IIOJK, the Pakistani
diplomat said India could “nei-
ther conceal nor deny its oc-
cupation of Jammu and Kash-
mir,”

describing the issue as “an
internationally recognised dis-
pute that remains on the
agenda of this Council.”

“In the occupied territory,
civilians are killed, detained,
dispossessed, and silenced;
homes are demolished, free-
doms are crushed, and an en-
tire people are denied their
right to self-determination,” she
added.

She also criticised India’s
treatment of minorities, par-

agencies, lauding their contin-
ued efforts against terrorism.

Reaffirming the nation’s

resolve,
he said the fight against

terrorism would continue with

full determination until lasting
peace and stability are
achieved across the country.

ticularly Muslims,
saying the situation should

“alarm the conscience of the
world.”

“Under state-sponsored
Hindutva extremism,
Islamophobia has been
normalised as policy, hate
speech rewarded in politics,
mob violence met with impu-
nity,”

she said, adding that Mus-
lims, Sikhs, Dalits, and Chris-
tians faced discrimination.

Referring to the Indus
Waters Treaty, Saima said
India’s decision to keep the
agreement “in abeyance” re-
flected disregard for interna-
tional law.

 “A State that threatens the
water, food security and liveli-
hoods of millions of Pakistanis
cannot certainly speak of ci-
vilian protection,” she said.

Concluding her remarks,
she said Pakistan remained
committed to

“peace, dialogue, peaceful
settlement of disputes and ad-
herence to international law,”
while accusing India of “ter-
rorism, occupation, aggression,
repression and disregard for in-
ternational law.”
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Quetta has a better environment, rich
culture, manageable population

Amjad Rashid
Quetta is not a case of
deprivation related to
lack of resources, not
a case of unemploy-
ment, not a case of cli-
mate change, and not
even a case of pov-
erty. It’s a true and
real case of the rich-
ness of culture, envi-
ronment, climate, natu-
ral resources, and man-
ageable human popu-
lation. Unfortunately
our planners, thinkers,
d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s
proved to be very self-
ish and greedy.

In Quetta, we had
municipal water posts
( I wish I can get the
pictures). Quetta was
a natural habitat with
a small population of
trees, flowers. The
city had few streets
with few vehicles and
dynamic socio-political
harmony.

We did establish
universities but aban-
doned knowledge

Unfortunately, glo-
bal and regional influ-
ences badly affected
the capital with less
modernization and
more adversity. We did
establish a university,
but abandoned con-
sciousness, we did
build plazas, but with-
out building codes. If
we look back at the
pictures of Quetta of
the sixties. It was like
Zurich but evolved as
little Karachi or
Mumbai. Transformed
from little London to
huge slums ( full of
garbage and filth).
Bad governance, poor
education, corruption,
and poor planning con-
verted Quetta into an
ugly place.

We don’t see
green Koh e Mur
Daar a multi-lingual
culture which was its
beauty and unique-
ness has vanished and
replaced by the prac-

tices influenced by re-
gional inhuman and
unnatural drama. We
lost our green Quetta
with wild roses which
was its aroma and
identity.

Balochistan and
Quetta need our at-
tention

Balochistan in
general and Quetta, in
particular, need our at-

tention. Every day in
the morning when I
look at the sleeping
beauty of Quetta I feel
that the mother of
Quetta ( sleeping
beauty)has become

sick and looking to-
ward her siblings for
help and cure.

Our water level
reduced, our popula-
tion increase, our poor
justice system, and our
greed for material gain
will never make it a
little London but will
change its fate like the
city full of garbage
supported/fixed by

bricks and cement
which after few more
years will look like a
dumping place of gar-
bage. We must listen
and learn from our he-
roes like Rehman

Baba, Atta shad,
Asher Jalili and take
their vision as guiding
torch. Quetta does not
need more engineers
but needs Thinkers,
guides who should
work to replace the
current citizenry strug-
gling for self-interest
with the soft power and
values of Quetta,
which can bring back

its true beauty and cul-
ture.

Climate change
poses a serious threat
to the developing
world

Environment, Cli-

mate change, global
warming, deforestation
and desertification, and
many such terms were
alien to humanity and
especially to develop-
ing world like Pakistan.
We were used to sing-
ing and telling stories
to our siblings (
younger generation)
about the kindness of
nature.

Now we from
Adams to twenty-first-
century experienced,
slavery, the industrial
revolution, conflict of
ideologies, various ver-
sion of world orders

driving to save and
benefit humanity. But
all our efforts to take
humanity to its peak
are bring ended up as
a disaster.  The tem-
perature of the moth-
erland is increasing.

habitat of
Balochistan and our
piece of Heaven( once
called as “ miss it’s
jangly Gulab, chakore,

chambeli, bitakh,
surkahi and places like
hanna , thandi Sarak,
and associated culture
of art

and poetry.
Masses of

Balochistan facing a
host of issues

First time after
seventy-two years
and since the establish-
ment of Balochistan
Province, its habitats
are frequently faced
by challenges like con-
servation.

In the context of
the above-mentioned
scenario, our beloved

motherland is demand-
ing the attention of all
irrespective of our in-
ternational commit-
ments. It’s a matter of
our survival. We need
a green economy,

green industry, green
employment, green
politics, and above all
green development.

This situation calls
for a committed social,
political and religious
commitment to rebuild
and reclaim of our title
“ Quetta has a better
environment, rich cul-
ture, manageable
population

Trump’s Peace Plan: Legitimising Israel’s Occupation
Editorial:
A Peace agreement often
loses i ts credibil ity
when it fails to recognize
the rights of the op-
pressed. This is the case
with President Trump’s
much-surfaced Ghaza
peace plan. Far from be-
ing a genuine step to-
ward peace, it presents
a surrender document
that legitimizes Israel’s
long-standing occupa-
tion of Palestine. Sadly,
this so-called peace plan
was endorsed by major
Muslim countries, in-
cluding Pakistan.

While standing
with Trump, Netanyahu,
accused of war crimes,
accepted the plan and
also threatened to finish
the job if Hamas does
not accept the plan
wholeheartedly. How-
ever, outrage sparked
among various analysts
when Netanyahu
claimed victory in He-
brew language at Tel
Aviv. The question
arises: How can Trump
propose a plan for peace
without involving an in-
ternational arbitrator—
the United Nations
Organisation? Critics
have rejected this plan
on various grounds.

First, the plan has
no two-state solution. In
fact, it blurs the possi-
bility of an independent
Palestinian state in the
future. Sadly, Netanyahu
has already repudiated
the idea of an indepen-
dent state. Also, Presi-
dent Trump called Pales-
tine recognition by
France, Britain, Canada,
and Spain a reward to
Hamas. So far,  the
United States has
stopped Israel from oc-
cupying the West Bank,

but some government
officials of Netanyahu
intended to do so.

Second, Hamas and
the Palestine National
Authority, the only rep-
resentatives of Ghaza
and the West Bank,
have been eliminated in
the process. Even the
United States barred the
Palestinian Authority
from entering New York
during the UNGA annual
session. It reflects the
colonial plan because
peace is mutual; it can-
not be imposed at the
dictate of aggressors.

Zahid Hussain in his es-
say pointed out that it
practically brings to an
end the concept of a Pal-
estinian state.

Third, in the post-
war administration, both
Hamas and PA have no
share.  The proposed
plan contains the demili-
tarization of Hamas.
They can live in peace-
ful coexistence after get-
ting amnesty, and also
safe passage will be
given to those who want
to exit. What kind of
peace is this,  where
those who suffer have

no voice in the deci-
sions that shape their
future? This is total sur-
render to be forced on
the group.

Fourth, this official
instrument lost its cred-
ibility when the UN was
excluded. It discredits
the international organi-
zation. Al though the
question are raised
about the ineffective
role of the UN—unable
to stop genocide—its
sanctity must prevail.
Critics always blamed
the United States. For in-
stance, every time the

US vetoed a resolution
to stop Israel’s evil
deeds.

Fifth, Hamas has
been given the ultima-
tum of 72 hours to ac-
cept the plan. It is not a
plan but a surrender char-
ter for the group. It
means Hamas has no
choice but to go with the
plan. They are not con-
sulted on their fate.

The Trump-
Netanyahu plan has for-
tified Israel further. It
openly advocates for
Greater Israel.

Sixth, this plan also

outlines that Ghaza will
be governed by a politi-
cal committee under the
supervision of a Board
of Peace which will be
headed by Donald
Trump and Tony Blair.
Tony Blair, the former
prime minister of the UK
during 2003, had been
widely criticized for the
invasion of Iraq based
on false claims about
weapons of mass de-
struction. He is regarded
as a war criminal in the
UK as well as in the
Muslim world. There-
fore, his appointment

provoked worldwide
criticism.

Seventh, no future
guarantee is mentioned
in the proposed frame-
work. It fails to prevent
Israel from occupying.
Most important, the
aggressor’s account-
ability has not been out-
lined. In fact, Israel has
impunity in its every ac-
tion. The President as-
sured Tel Aviv that they
can do what they want
if Hamas rejects the
plan.

Eighth, no recogni-
tion, no peace. Durable

peace hinges on the rec-
ognition of Palestine.
Both the US and Israel
have rejected recogni-
tion. Seemingly, they
have no plan to recog-
nize Palestine in the near
future. The record of his-
tory demonstrates that
illegal occupation and
peace cannot move to-
gether. Peace remains
impossible without an
end to illegal occupa-
tion.

On the positive side
of the plan, if this project
is implemented, it will
end ruthless killing and
Ghaza genocide. The aid
blockade will be drawn.
The supporters of this
plan also cited the same
reason. The deputy
prime minister, Ishaq
Dar, also said that the
first priority of Pakistan
is to end uncontrolled
killing of Ghazans. He
further said that we are
on a bid to remove all
Netanyahu’s excuses to
continue war.

In the end, occupa-
tion, annexation, and il-
legal settlements cannot
run with peace. Two
states are the only an-
swer to long-term peace.
This controversial plan
is biased and destined
to crumble.

Ghazans cannot be
left to the mercy of war-
mongers. It is a wake-up
call for the United States
and the World to let
Ghazans live a free life in
their own independent
state. Netanyahu’s
transgression must not
go with impunity. The
only solution lies in an
independent Palestinian
state.

The writer can be
contacted through:
dinziaud19@gmail.com
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China to buy 200 Boeing jets from
US, confirms Beijing

Gaza flotilla activists to be deported after taunting by Israeli minister

US indicts Raul Castro as fears of
Cuba ‘invasion’ mount

Radio station mistakenly announces
death of King Charles
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NEWS DESK:China’s
Ministry of Commerce
confirmed on Wednes-
day that airlines in China
will introduce 200 aircraft
from Boeing, marking
one of the largest single
procurement commit-
ments in recent years.

The announcement
came days after Presi-
dent Donald Trump
claimed that China had
agreed to buy 200
Boeing jets with GE
Aerospace engines. The
deal “includes approxi-
mately 200 planes and a
promise of up to 750 if
they do a good job”,
Trump told reporters on
Air Force One on Friday
after concluding his
high-profile visit  to
China.

The announcement
on the website of China’s
Ministry of Commerce
outlines the preliminary
outcomes of recent high-
level trade engagements
between Beijing and
Washington. According
to the statement, the air-
craft will be supplied by
Boeing and introduced
based on commercial
demand and fleet expan-
sion needs, with the US
also ensuring the contin-
ued supply of engines
and critical components.

UAE’s new pipeline bypassing Strait of
Hormuz nearly 50% complete, oil chief says

The deal was
framed as part of the
broader economic un-
derstanding reached
during discussions in-
volving President
Donald Trump and Chi-
nese President Xi
Jinping, who met in
Beijing during Trump’s
state visit from May 13
to 15.

While aviation took
centre stage, the agree-
ment sits within a much
larger package of trade
understandings that sig-
nal a cautious but struc-
tured effort to stabilise
bilateral economic ties
after years of tariff dis-
putes, sanctions, and

countermeasures.
Alongside the air-

craft agreement, both
sides have agreed in prin-
ciple to explore a recip-
rocal tariff-reduction
mechanism under a fu-
ture Trade Council frame-
work. The proposed ar-
rangement would cover
at least $30 billion worth
of goods on each side,
potentially allowing se-
lected products to ben-
efit from lower tariff rates
or most-favoured-nation
treatment.Chinese offi-
cials stressed that the
objective is to prevent
future tariff escalations
and to ensure that any
new US trade measures

NEWS DESK:The UAE
has completed nearly
50% of a second pipe-
line that will bypass the
Strait of Hormuz, the
head of Abu Dhabi Na-
tional Oil  Company
(ADNOC) said on
Wednesday, as Gulf pro-
ducers seek alternative
export routes amid the
prolonged closure of the
key waterway.

“Right now,  too
much of the world’s en-
ergy still moves through
too few chokepoints,”
ADNOC CEO Sultan
Ahmed Al Jaber said in
an interview at the Atlan-
tic Council.

The new pipeline is
expected to double
ADNOC’s export capac-
ity through Fujairah, a
UAE port on the Gulf of
Oman located beyond
the Strait of Hormuz.

The construction
of the project has been
accelerated due to the
Iran war, with the pipe-
line expected to become
operational in 2027.

The UAE has al-
ready been redirecting
some crude exports
through an existing pipe-
line to Fujairah, which
has a maximum capacity
of 1.8 million barrels per
day.

Al Jaber said Iran’s
blockade of Hormuz,
which began in early

NEWS DESK:Former
Cuban Presi-dent Raul
Castro was indicted in
the United States on
murder charges, court
records showed on
Wednesday,
       a dramatic escalation
in Washington’s pres-
sure campaign that
comes amid fears of a
potential US military in-
tervention against the
island’s communist gov-
ernment.

The indictment,
filed in federal court in
Miami,

charges Castro, 94,
with one count of con-
spiracy to kill US nation-
als, four counts of mur-
der and two counts of
destruction of aircraft.

The charges stem
from a 1996 incident in
which Cuban MiG fight-
ers shot down two civil-
ian planes operated by a
group of Cuban exiles,
killing four people.

The legal action
follows increasingly ag-
gressive rhetoric from
the White House.

President Donald
Trump said on Wednes-
day the United States
would “not tolerate a
rogue state harbouring
hostile foreign military,
intelligence and terror
operations just ninety
miles from the American
homeland”.

The move has
drawn parallels to the US
drug-trafficking indict-
ment of Venezuelan
President Nicolas
Maduro,

which the Trump
administration cited as a
justification for a military
raid in Caracas that led
to his capture.

Trump threatened
in March that Cuba “is
next”, prompting Cuban
President Miguel Diaz-
Canel to warn that any
United States military
action against the island
would lead to a “blood-
bath”.

Castro was Cuba’s
defence minister on Feb
24, 1996,

when Cuban jets
downed two Cessnas

belonging to Brothers to
the Rescue, a Miami-
based humanitarian
group that searched for
Cuban rafters and
dropped anti-govern-
ment leaflets.

The group’s four
members,  including
three American citizens,
were killed.

While Cuba argued
the planes intruded on
its airspace, the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation
Organisation later con-
cluded the shootdown
occurred over interna-
tional waters.

In Miami, members
of the large Cuban
American community
gathered to commemo-
rate the victims on
Wednesday.

“We all hoped for a
long time, for many years
that this would happen,”
said Bobby Ramirez, 62,
a musician who left Cuba
in 1971.

The indictment was
unveiled as US Secre-
tary of State Marco
Rubio, in a video mes-

March, has triggered the
most severe energy sup-
ply disruption in history.

Also Read: Pakistan
steps up diplomatic bid
to get US-Iran peace
talks on track

More than 1 billion
barrels of oil have been
lost due to the strait’s
closure, while nearly 100
million additional barrels
are lost every week the
waterway remains
blocked, he said.

Even if the conflict
ends immediately, it
would take at least four
months to restore oil
flows to 80% of normal
levels, Al Jaber said,
adding that full

normalisation would not
be expected until the first
or second quarter of
2027.“This is not just an
economic problem,” he
said. “In fact, this sets a
dangerous precedent
once you accept that a
single country can hold
the world’s most impor-
tant waterway hostage.”

The Strait  of
Hormuz, one of the
world’s most critical en-
ergy chokepoints, has
been blocked since Iran
moved to restrict traffic
after the US and Israel
launched large-scale
airstrikes against Iran on
February 28.

US Energy Secre-

tary Chris Wright said
last week that Hormuz’s
importance to global en-
ergy markets would
likely decline after the
war as Gulf countries
build more infrastructure
to bypass the strait.

“This is a card you
can play once,” Wright
said of Iran’s blockade.
“There’ll be other routes
for energy to get out of
the Persian Gulf.”

“We will see a de-
creasing importance
from the Strait  of
Hormuz, but not a de-
creasing importance of
those nations’ energy
production and energy
supply,” he added.

NEWS DESK:Gaza flo-
tilla activists who were
detained by Israel and
later pinned to the
ground to the taunts of
Israel's far-right ?police
minister have been re-
leased from prison and
will be deported to Tur-
key on Thursday, offi-
cials said.

The activists were
arrested at  a port in
?southern Israel after
the Israeli navy inter-
cepted their protest flo-
tilla in international wa-
ters. Their treatment by
police officers under
Itamar Ben-Gvir's direc-
tion drew an interna-
tional outcry and a re-
buke from Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin
Netanyahu.

Ben-Gvir and at
least one other minister
in Netanyahu's govern-
ment, transport chief
Miri Regev, posted cam-
paign-style videos of
themselves visiting the
port and lambasting the
protesters, attention-
grabbing antics ahead of
potential early elections
in Israel.

Activists to be
flown to Turkey from
Southern Israel

Flotilla organisers
say they aim to break
Israel's blockade of Gaza
by delivering humanitar-
ian assistance, some-
thing aid bodies say is
?still in short supply de-
spite a US-brokered
ceasefire between Israel
and Hamas in place
since October 2025 that
includes guarantees of
increased aid.

The ?flotil la de-
parted from southern

Turkey this week before
being intercepted on
Wednesday.

Past flotillas - in-
cluding one carrying
Swedish activist Greta
Thunberg - were also in-
tercepted by Israel, with
participants ?later de-
ported.

In a statement, Is-
raeli rights group Adalah
said the estimated 430

activists had been re-
leased from prison in
southern Israel and
would be deported via
the Ramon airport near
?Eilat on the Red Sea.

Turkey's Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan
said his country was
conducting special
flights that would bring
Turkish citizens as well
as third-country partici-

pants to Turkey. Those
on board the flotilla in-
cluded citizens of Spain,
South Korea and Ire-
land.

"We will continue
to uphold the rights of
our citizens and fulfil
our humanitarian re-
sponsibility toward civil-
ians in Gaza," Fidan said.

Spain's foreign min-
ister said its diplomats

sage to the Cuban
people, offered $100 mil-
lion in aid and blamed
the island’s leaders for
shortages of food and
fuel.

In response, Cuban
Foreign Minister Bruno
Rodriguez called Rubio
“the mouthpiece of cor-
rupt and vengeful inter-
ests”.

“He keeps talking
about an aid package of
100 million dollars that
Cuba has not rejected,
but whose cynicism is
evident to anyone in
light of

the devastating ef-
fect of the economic
blockade and the energy
s t r a n g l e h o l d , ”
Rodriguez wrote in a
post on X.

Cuba’s foreign min-
istry did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment on the indict-
ment.

There is no evi-
dence Castro has left the
island or that the gov-
ernment would permit
his extradition.

?in Israel had been in-
formed that some 44
Spanish flotilla members
would depart from Israel
at 3pm local time (1200
GMT).

Taunting of activ-
ists comes ahead of Is-
raeli election

Ben-Gvir's ?video
showed officers forcing
an activist to the ground
after she chanted "Free,

free Palestine".
The video also

shows dozens of de-
tained activists kneeling
in rows with their hands
zip-tied behind their
backs, in what ?appears
to ?be an outdoor Israeli
port facility.

In the background,
soldiers armed with long
guns can be seen patrol-
ling the area from aboard

a military vessel.
During Israel's two-

year intensified military
assault in Gaza since Oc-
tober 2023, Israeli troops
frequently lined up de-
tained Palestinians on
the ground, with their
hands bound.

"Look at them now.
See how they look now,
not heroes and not any-
thing," Ben-Gvir says in

the video as he walks by
the activists while carry-
ing a large Israeli flag.

Posting her own
video at Ashdod port,
transport ?chief Miri
Regev, a member of
Netanyahu's political
?party, said: "This is
what should be ?done to
supporters of terror who
came to break the siege
on Gaza."

Netanyahu, who
leads the most right-
wing government in
Israel's history, said Ben-
Gvir's conduct was "not
in line with Israel's val-
ues and norms."

The US Ambassa-
dor to Israel, Mike
Huckabee, said he "be-
trayed (the) dignity of
?his nation."

Ben-Gvir's political
base includes some of
Israel's most nationalist
voters,  a bloc that
Netanyahu's Likud party
has in the past ?tried to
woo ahead ?of national
elections, the next of
which is due by October
27.

This week, Israel
moved closer to a snap
election after lawmakers
gave an initial nod to dis-
solve parliament, with
opinion polls showing
Netanyahu would lose
the first national vote
since the 2023 Hamas
attacks.

International outcry
with Israeli envoys sum-
moned

The detention and
taunting of the activists
led France, Canada,
Spain, Portugal and the
?Netherlands to ?sum-
mon top Israeli diplo-
mats in their countries.

NEWS DESK:A
former British pirate
radio station on
W e d n e s d a y
apologised “for any
distress caused” after
accidentally announc-
ing the death of King
Charles III.

The erroneous an-
nouncement was
made on Tuesday af-
ternoon due to a com-
puter error at its main
studio in Maldon in

eastern Essex, Radio
Caroline said in a post
on social media.

The error had trig-
gered the so-called
death of a monarch
procedure “which all
UK stations hold in
readiness while hoping
not to require”, wrote
station manager Peter
M o o r e . “ R a d i o
Caroline then fell silent
as would be required,
which alerted us to

restore programming
and issue an on-air
apology,” he said on
Facebook post.

“Caroline has
been pleased to
broadcast Her Maj-
esty the Queen’s and
now the King’s,
Christmas message
and we hope to do so
for many years to
come,” he said, refer-
ring to the monarch’s
traditional Christmas

Day message to the
nation.“We apologise
to HM (his majesty)
the king and to our lis-
teners for any distress
caused,” Moore
added. The mishap on
Tuesday came as
Charles and Queen
Camilla were in
Northern Ireland,
where they joined a
performance with an
Irish folk group.

The post did not
say how long it was
before the mistake
was discovered, but
the domestic Press
Association news
agency reported that
on Wednesday after-
noon, playback for
Tuesday’s broadcast
between 1:58pm and
5pm was unavailable
on the station’s
website.Esta-bl-ished
in 1964 to challenge
the BBC’s broadcast-
ing mon-opoly, Radio
Caroline previously
operated from ships
off the English coast.

remain within agreed
ceilings, particularly fol-
lowing legal and politi-
cal uncertainty in Wash-
ington over earlier tariff
policies.

To manage this
evolving relationship,
Beijing and Washington
have also agreed to es-
tablish new Trade and
Investment Councils.
These bodies are in-
tended to shift bilateral
engagement away from
crisis-driven negotia-
tions toward a perma-
nent institutional mecha-
nism for resolving dis-
putes,  coordinating
policy, and expanding
cooperation.
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Industrialists meet Ch Shafay Hussain over RUDA charges dispute in Lahore

WAPDA spends Rs1.9 bn on socio-economic
development on Mohmand Dam

ANF arrests seven
suspects, seizes over
502 kg of narcotics

IHC issues notices
on applications seeking

early hearing of
Imaan, Hadi's sentence

suspension pleas

LAHORE, May 20 (INP):
The Water and Power
Development Authority
(WAPDA) Pakistan has
spent Rs1.9 billion on
socio-economic devel-
opment schemes in the
Mohmand Dam Project
area under its Confi-
dence Building Mea-
sures (CBMs), aimed at
improving the living
standards of local com-
munities.

According to
WAPDA, a total of Rs4.5
billion has been allo-

LAHORE  (INP):  A del-
egation of industrialists
from the Daroghawala
and Sagian areas met
with Provincial Minister
for Industries and Com-
merce Chaudhry Shafay
Hussain.

Lahore Chamber of

Commerce and Industry
President Faheem-ur-
Rehman Sehgal was lead-
ing the delegation.

The delegation in-
formed about the issue
of RUDA imposing Rs8
million per kanal charges
on industries located in

the Daroghawala and
Sagian areas.

Lahore Chamber
President Faheem-ur-
Rehman Sehgal said the
heavy charges imposed
by RUDA on industries
located in Daroghawala
and Sagian areas are un-

fair. There are 1,500 small
industrial units in the
Daroghawala and
Sagian areas, which pro-
vide employment to
150,000 families.

Lahore Chamber
President said such a
mechanism should be

created so that the in-
dustry that has been
operating here for de-
cades does not close.

Faheem-ur-Rehman
Sehgal said there is a
cottage industry in
Daroghawala and
Sagian, and the issue of

RUDA charges should
be resolved.

Provincial Minister
for Industries and Com-
merce Chaudhry Shafay
Hussain assured the in-
dustrialists that the issue
will be resolved and the
charges imposed by

RUDA on the industry
will be reviewed again.
He said to resolve the
issue, RUDA and the In-
dustry Department must
come to the same page.

If the industry runs,
employment opportuni-
ties will also be created,

and in any case, the
wheel of industry will
not be allowed to stop,
and the issue will be re-
solved on a priority ba-
sis, Ch Shafay said. He
said that until a final de-
cision is taken on RUDA
charges.

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 38/2026

Zarai Taraqiati Bank Limited, Through Its Manager,
Hub Chowki Branch. Plaintiff

VERSUS

Hasil S/o Eido.
Resident of Pathra, Hub, District Hub Chowki.
L.C. No: 018167.
MNIC No: 641-36-044483.
Cell No:             Borrower/Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF Rs: 1,151,554/- ALONG WITH COST OF
FUND AND COST OF SUIT, SUIT U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for Rs: 1,151,554/
- balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in
the suit. Date of hearing is 16-06-2026 at Hub.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 21 day of May, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 39/2026

Zarai Taraqiati Bank Limited, Through Its Manager,
Hub Chowki Branch. Plaintiff

VERSUS

Shambee S/o Mandoo.
Resident of Pathra, Hub, District Hub Chowki.
L.C. No: 012709.
MNIC No: 641-36-067171.
Cell No: 0327-2528396.              Borrower/Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF Rs: 226,281/- ALONG WITH COST OF
FUND AND COST OF SUIT, SUIT U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for Rs: 226,281/-
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in
the suit. Date of hearing is 16-06-2026 at Hub.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 21 day of May, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 40/2026

Zarai Taraqiati Bank Limited, Through Its Manager,
Hub Chowki Branch. Plaintiff

VERSUS

Nabi Dad S/o Raza Muhammad.
Resident of Mouza Kasi, Goth Raza Muhammad Soumiani.
L.C. No: 024430.
CNIC No: 51503-0735611-1.
Cell No: .              Borrower/Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF Rs: 826,656/- ALONG WITH COST OF
FUND AND COST OF SUIT, SUIT U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for Rs: 826,656/-
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in
the suit. Date of hearing is 16-06-2026 at Hub.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 21 day of May, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 41/2026

Zarai Taraqiati Bank Limited, Through Its Manager,
Pishin Branch. Plaintiff

VERSUS

Sanaullah S/o  Muhammad Rafiq.
Resident of Killi Alizai, Huramzai, District Pishin.
L.C. No: 038895.
CNIC No: 54303-2282270-9.
Cell No: 0336-0824618              Borrower/Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF Rs: 90,912/- ALONG WITH COST OF
FUND AND COST OF SUIT, SUIT U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for Rs: 90,912/-
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in
the suit. Date of hearing is 30-06-2026.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 21 day of May, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta
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cated for 54 develop-
ment schemes identified
by the Government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
consultation with local
representatives as part
of the project’s Corpo-
rate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) initiatives.

“So far, Rs1.9 billion
has been spent in Phase-
I on completion of 18
schemes in the Project
area relating to infra-
structure development,
drinking water, health,
education, sports and

electricity etc.,”
WAPDA said in a state-
ment. The authority said
work is underway on
several major schemes,
including the Abazai-
Yousuf Baba Road and
a drinking water supply
project for Sappare
Mulagori. WAPDA also
announced that con-
struction of five schools
will begin soon in the
Mohmand, Bajaur and
Malakand districts.
These include Govern-
ment Primary School

Shaheed Banda, Gov-
ernment Girls Primary
School Shaheed Banda
and Government Pri-
mary School Daryab Kor
in Tehsil Pindyali, along
with Government Girls
Primary School Johar in
Bajaur and Government
Girls Primary School
Ghwand in Malakand.

The update was
shared during a meeting
reviewing development
schemes under the
CBMs of the Mohmand
Dam Project.

ISLAMABAD, May 20
(JNP): The Islamabad
High Court (IHC) on
Wednesday issued no-
tices on multiple applica-
tions seeking early hear-
ing of sentence suspen-
sion pleas filed by hu-
man rights lawyers
Imaan Zainab Mazari-
Hazir and Hadi Al i
Chatha in the social me-
dia posts case.

During the hearing,
the couple’s lawyer,
Faisal Siddiqi, requested
Justice Muhammad
Azam Khan to fix the
matter for Monday (May
25). Issuing notices, Jus-
tice Khan remarked, “Let
us hear the other side as
well.”

At the same time,
the judge observed that
Monday would be the
last working day before
Eidul Azha and said the
matter could not be fixed
on that day.

Siddiqi responded
that if the other side
sought an adjournment
on Monday, his clients
would not object. Justice
Khan then remarked that
the case would instead
be fixed for the first
working day after Eid,
adding, “Now your fate

is like this, what should
I do?”

Former president of
the Islamabad High
Court Bar Association
(IHCBA) Riasat Ali Azad
also requested the court
to fix the matter for Mon-
day, saying both peti-
tioners were respected
members of the legal fra-
ternity.

Justice Khan stated
that he would review the
court’s cause list for
Monday before making
a decision. The couple’s
counsel later agreed to
fix the case after Eid.
The hearing was subse-
quently adjourned.

It should be noted
that the Supreme Court
(SC) had directed the
IHC on May 12 to decide
within two weeks on
Imaan and Hadi’s pleas
seeking the suspension
of their sentence.

A day earlier, the
judge had raised objec-
tions over the non-sub-
mission of certified cop-
ies of the SC order. Jus-
tice Khan had directed
Siddiqui to submit a cer-
tified order through the
court office in accor-
dance with the proce-
dure.

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 42/2026

Zarai Taraqiati Bank Limited, Through Its Manager,
Dukki Branch. Plaintiff

VERSUS

Hameed Gull S/o  Sikander Khan.
Resident of Joyaly Nana Sahib Ziarat, District Dukki.
L.C. No: 011511.
CNIC No: 56301-1077288-9.
Cell No: 0332-8303373              Borrower/Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF Rs: 382,723/- ALONG WITH COST OF
FUND AND COST OF SUIT, SUIT U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for Rs: 382,723/-
balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can
be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from
the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and
defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be entered
for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in
the suit. Date of hearing is 16-06-2026 at Hub.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 21 day of May, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta
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BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 43/2026

Zarai Taraqiati Bank Limited, Through Its Manager,
Dukki Branch. Plaintiff

VERSUS

Abdul Qadir S/o  Muhammad Shareef.
Resident of Ismail Shar, District Dukki.
L.C. No: 011670.
CNIC No: 56301-3508340-3.
Cell No: 0343-8008891              Borrower/Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF Rs: 1,065,172/50- ALONG WITH COST OF
FUND AND COST OF SUIT, SUIT U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section
9(5) of the Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for Rs:  1,065,172/
50- balance of principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy
can be obtained from this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave
from the court within 30 (thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear
and defend the suit, and within such time to cause an appearance to be
entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expira-
tion of such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported
by an affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on
the merits, or i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in
the suit. Date of hearing is 16-06-2026 at Hub.
GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 21 day of May, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta
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Chinese irrigation tech fix Pakistan’s
struggling agriculture

ISLAMABAD (INP):
"We organized an
online-offline training
workshop on water-sav-
ing irrigation technol-
ogy in Islamabad last
year. Impressively, the
final tally shows that
online-only participants
alone exceeded 960,"
Xinjiang Tianye (Group)
Co., Ltd. told China Eco-
nomic Net at the re-
cently concluded 2026
World Irrigation Tech-
nology Conference, ac-
cording to China Eco-
nomic Net.

This overwhelming
turnout comes as no
surprise, given that for
years, China's smart and
affordable irrigation
technologies have been
viewed as one of the
most viable lifelines for
Pakistan's agricultural
sector.

Yet despite long-
running trials, partner-
ships, and verified out-
comes in Pakistan, most
of these solutions re-
main confined to small
demonstration plots, fail-
ing to reach farmers who

need them most.
China's modern wa-

ter-saving irrigation
technologies have taken
root in Pakistan for
nearly 20 years. For in-
stance, the aforemen-
tioned workshop has
run for 16 editions since
2004.  That same year,
Tianye Group, one of
China's first enterprises
to introduce these tech-
nologies to Pakistan,
launched drip irrigation
demonstration programs
there. It has been con-
ducting trials in Punjab
and Sindh, focusing on
maize, cotton,  and
wheat.

These trials have
delivered tangible gains.
Drip irrigation systems
save at least 50% of wa-
ter compared with tradi-
tional flood irrigation,
while boosting crop
yields notably and keep-
ing seedling emergence
rates above 90% in dry
periods.

"Constrained by lo-
cal infrastructure, we re-
lied solely on a few small
wells to run our demon-

stration plots in Paki-
stan. Even so, maize
yields on our plots were
double the local aver-
age," Lin Ping, Deputy
Director of Tianye Wa-
ter-Saving Engineering
Center noted.

"During last year's
dry spell, fields using
our irrigation technol-
ogy were the only ones
within a 150-kilometer ra-
dius to secure harvests,"
she underscored. Not-
withstanding the evi-

dent results of demon-
stration programs, Chi-
nese irrigation technolo-
gies have struggled to
scale across Pakistan.
The gap between suc-
cessful trials and real-
world rollout points to
structural shortcomings
on the ground.

"In China, massive
investment goes to wa-
ter conservancy infra-
structure to stabilize wa-
ter supply for large-scale
farming.

RAWALPINDI (INP):
The Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) conducted
seven operations across
the country on Wednes-
day and arrested seven
suspects, including a
woman, and recovered
502.91 kilograMS(kgs) of
narcotics worth more
than Rs 39.8 million.

According to an
ANF spokesman, as part
of operations near edu-
cational institutions,
ANF recovered 1.2 kgs
of hashish from a sus-
pect near a university in
Hayatabad, Peshawar.
The accused later con-
fessed to supplying
drugs to students of
educational institutions.

In an international
drug interdiction opera-
tion at Islamabad Inter-
national Airport, officials
recovered 1.582 kgs of
ecstasy pills concealed
in a calcium box from the
possession of a female
passenger travelling to
Dubai.

In another opera-
tion near Jinnah Interna-
tional Airport, ANF re-
covered 3.9 kgs of ice
concealed in clothing
from a parcel destined

for Saudi Arabia.
Separately, officials

at a courier office at
Islamabad Airport seized
310 grams of heroin from
a parcel bound for the
United Kingdom.

Under domestic
drug interdiction opera-
tions, ANF recovered 18
kgs of opium from a ve-
hicle near a petrol pump
on Ring Road in
Peshawar and arrested
two suspects.

Near Chungi No. 26
in Islamabad, officials
seized 1.2 kgs of hash-
ish and 200 grams of ice
from two suspects.

In another opera-
tion near Faizpur in
Lahore, ANF recovered
22.8 kgs of hashish, two
kgs of opium and 700
grams of ice from a sus-
pect.

Meanwhile, a major
operation near Turbat in
District Kech led to the
recovery of 451 kgs of
hashish, the spokesman
said. Cases have been
registered against the ar-
rested suspects under
the Control of Narcotic
Substances Act (CNSA)
1997, while further inves-
tigations are underway.
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Zhob Deputy Commissioner
Holds Open Court to Address Public

Issues and Development Needs

Balochistan Expands Maternal Healthcare System on
International Community Midwifery Day 2026

Jaffarabad Marks 75th Anniversary of Pakistan-China
Friendship with Flag Hoisting Ceremony

QUETTA: A dignified
ceremony was held in
Quetta to mark Interna-
tional Community Mid-
wifery Day 2026, high-
lighting major reforms
and new init iatives
aimed at strengthening
maternal and newborn
healthcare across
Balochistan.

The event was or-
ganized by the Maternal,
Neonatal  and Child
Health (MNCH) Program
under the directives of
Provincial Minister for
Health Bakht
Muhammad Kakar and
Secretary Health
Mujeeb-ur -Rehman
Panizai, in collaboration
with United Nations
Population Fund. Repre-
sentatives from UNICEF
and other development
partners also partici-
pated in the ceremony.

Key Announce-
ments for Maternal
Health Reforms On the
occasion, the MNCH
Program announced
several major initiatives,
including: Distribution
of 500 community mid-
wifery kits Establish-
ment of prefabricated
MNCH centers in six dis-
tricts Upgradation of the
Community Midwifery
Course into a BS Mid-

Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi Visits Benazir Bhutto Women
Center, Reviews Women Helpline Services

QUETTA: Advisor to
the Chief Minister
Balochistan for Women
Development,  Dr.
Rubaba Khan Buledi,
visited the Benazir
Bhutto Women Center
on Thursday and in-
spected various sec-
tions of the facility, in-
cluding the Women
Helpline service.

She was accompa-
nied by Secretary
Women Development
Department Saira Atta
during the visit.

Detailed Briefing on
Women Helpline Ser-
vices During the visit,
Center Manager Rubina
Zehri  and Women
Helpline Incharge
Muhammad Ashfaq
Mengal briefed the Ad-
visor on the center’s per-
formance, services be-
ing provided, and the

complaint redressal
mechanism for women.

They informed that
the Women Helpline of-
fers legal guidance, psy-
chological support, pro-
tection services, and im-
mediate response
mechanisms. Com-
plaints related to domes-
tic violence, harass-
ment, and other issues
are addressed promptly
through coordinated ac-
tion.

Direct Interaction
with Complaint
System““On the occa-
sion, Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi also spoke di-
rectly over the phone
with a citizen who had
contacted the helpline,
reviewing the complaint
process and issuing in-
structions to ensure
timely and effective reso-
lution of cases.

Commitment to
Women’s Protection and

Empowerment Speaking
to the media, Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi said that
the protection, dignity,
and timely access to jus-
tice for women remain
top priorities of the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan.

She said institu-
tions like the Women
Helpline and Benazir
Bhutto Women Center
are playing a vital role in
restoring women’s con-
fidence and resolving

their issues effectively.
She further stated

that the government is
utilizing all available re-
sources to empower
women and ensure their
safety, independence,
and equal opportuni-
ties. Institutional sys-
tems are also being
strengthened to make
services more efficient
and responsive.

The Advisor di-
rected that sensitivity,
confidentiali ty,  and
rapid response must be
ensured in handling
women’s complaints at
all levels. She reaffirmed
that the Women Devel-
opment Department will
continue expanding its
services across the prov-
ince to provide a safe,
dignified, and support-
ive environment for
women.

JAFFARABAD :
Deputy Commissioner
Jaffarabad, Khalid Khan,
presided over a digni-
fied flag-hoisting cer-
emony at the Deputy
Commissioner Office to
commemorate the 75th
anniversary of Pakistan-
China friendship.

During the cer-
emony, a smartly turned-
out police contingent
presented a salute to the
national flag.

The event was at-
tended by Chief Officer
Municipal Corporation
Ahmed Nawaz Jatak, se-
nior police officials, dis-
trict heads of various de-
partments, government
officers, and other dis-
tinguished guests.

Special messages
highlighting the endur-
ing friendship between
Pakistan and China were
delivered during the
event, paying tribute to
the strong bilateral ties
between the two na-
tions.

Addressing the par-

ticipants, Deputy Com-
missioner Khalid Khan
stated that Pakistan-
China friendship is a
unique example in the
world, which has
emerged stronger
through every chal-
lenge and difficult time.

He said China has
always played the role of
a sincere friend and reli-
able partner for Paki-
stan, while Pakistan also
highly values its rela-
tions with China.

He emphasized that

wifery Program Officials
also reaffirmed efforts to
strengthen and inte-
grate maternal and child
healthcare systems
across the province.

Historic Health
System Reform in
Balochistan It was high-
lighted that Balochistan
has become the first
province in Pakistan to
implement the Maternal
Perinatal Death Surveil-
lance and Response
(MPDSR) Act, marking a
significant milestone in
monitoring maternal and
newborn deaths and en-
suring evidence-based
health interventions.

Government Com-
mitment and Develop-
ment Partner Support
Speaking at the event,
Secretary Health
Muj eeb-u r -Reh man
Panizai said that mater-
nal and child health re-
mains the government’s
top priority.

He emphasized that
community midwives
play a critical role in pro-
viding essential
healthcare services in
remote and underserved
areas. He appreciated
the support of develop-
ment partners including
UNFPA, UNICEF, WHO,
Indus Hospital & Health

Network, IRC, and IDS.
Health Experts

Highlight Challenges
DG Health Dr. Amin
Mandokhail stated that
community midwives
are playing a key role in
reducing preventable
maternal and newborn
deaths, especially in re-
mote regions where
healthcare access is lim-
ited.

MNCH Provincial
Coordinator Dr. Gul
Sabeen Ghorezai noted
that maternal and child
mortality rates in the
province remain con-
cerning and require inte-
grated and coordinated

interventions.
UNFPA Provincial

Coordinator Sadia Atta
stressed the importance
of expanding midwifery
capacity in line with the
global initiative “One
Million More Midwives.

Maternal Health
Statistics in Balochistan
According to the Paki-
stan Demographic and
Health Survey (2017–
18), maternal mortality in
Balochistan stands at
298 per 100,000 live
births,  significantly
higher than the national
average. Officials also
noted that midwifery
coverage in the province
is only 13.2%, despite
the presence of 2,327
trained community mid-
wives, many of whom
are not fully active.
ConclusionParticipants
paid rich tribute to com-
munity midwives, calling
them the backbone of
maternal and newborn
healthcare in
Balochistan.

They reaffirmed
their commitment to
strengthening the health
system through ongo-
ing reforms and interna-
tional partnerships to
reduce maternal and in-
fant mortality across the
province.

ZHOB: Deputy Com-
missioner Zhob,
Muhammad Arif
Zarkoon, chaired an
important open court
session (Khuli
Kachehri) in Zhob city
to directly hear public
concerns and discuss
development priorities.

The session was
attended by the Com-
mandant of Zhob Mili-
tia, SP Zhob, district
officers from various
government depart-
ments, political and so-
cial personalities, and a

large number of citi-
zens.

Represen tatives
and residents from re-
mote areas and differ-
ent villages participated
in the open court and
presented detailed con-
cerns regarding local
issues and develop-
ment requirements in
their respective areas.

During the ses-
sion, discussions were
held on the third phase
of the Balochistan Spe-
cial Development Ini-
tiative development
program, focusing on
the provision of basic
facilities, ongoing de-
velopment schemes,
and new public welfare
initiatives.

Participants high-
lighted several major
concerns related to

education, healthcare,
infrastructure, and
civic amenities. Citi-
zens demanded imme-
diate repair and reha-
bilitation of boys’ and
girls’ schools, reduc-
tion in prolonged elec-
tricity load-shedding,
construction of new
water supply schemes
to provide clean drink-
ing water, improve-
ment in law and order,
and development and
repair of link roads
connecting rural areas
to major highways.

Additional de-
mands included the
early completion of the
Zhob Bypass project,
establishment of a carts
market, installation of
streetlights, and con-
struction of a modern
public library.

Addressing the
participants, Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Muhammad Arif
Zarkoon stated that re-
solving public issues
remains the top prior-
ity of the district ad-
ministration and that all
available resources
would be utilized to
ensure the provision of
basic facilities.

He said compre-
hensive strategies are
being implemented to
improve education,
healthcare, clean drink-

ing water supply, urban
infrastructure, and law
and order across the
district.

The Deputy Com-
missioner further noted
that the Zhob Bypass
project is of great im-
portance for resolving
traffic congestion and
promoting commercial
activities in the city,
adding that its early
completion is among
the administration’s
highest priorities.

During the open
court session, officers

from various depart-
ments listened carefully
to public complaints
and suggestions, while
instructions were is-
sued on the spot to re-
solve several issues im-
mediately.

Citizens appreci-
ated the organization of
the open court and
praised the district
administration’s efforts
to maintain direct en-
gagement with the pub-
lic. Deputy Commis-
sioner Muhammad Arif
Zarkoon announced
that similar open court
sessions would con-
tinue in different union
councils and surround-
ing areas to address
public problems at the
local level and ensure
public participation in
development planning.

the friendship between
the two countries is not
limited to diplomatic ties
alone but is also based
on strong bonds of
brotherhood, affection,
and mutual trust be-
tween the people of
both nations.

Khalid Khan further
stated that through vari-
ous development
projects, particularly the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor, China is
playing a vital role in
s t r e n g t h e n i n g

Quetta DC Reviews
Metropolitan

Corporation Lease
Properties and Legal

Matters
QUETTA: A meeting re-
garding leased, under-
lease, and expired prop-
erties of the Metropoli-
tan Corporation Quetta
was held under the
chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner Quetta,
Mehrullah Badini.The
meeting was attended
by Administrator Metro-
politan Corporation
Quetta Zahid Khan
Khalji, the Metropolitan
Corporation’s Law Of-
ficer, Chief Municipal
Officer (CMO), and other
concerned officials.
During the meeting, of-
ficials provided a de-

tailed briefing on the
properties owned by the
Metropolitan Corpora-
tion and lease agree-
ments granted to vari-
ous individuals and
institutions.The briefing
covered lease durations,
contractual terms and
conditions, pending
matters, expired leases,
and legal procedures re-
lated to the recovery and
repossession of proper-
ties. Deputy Commis-
sioner Mehrullah Badini
and Administrator Zahid
Khan Khalji thoroughly
reviewed all relevant evi-
dence, records.
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‘Vulnerable’ Pakistan faces climate losses

AIIB eyes road, power projects

Food import bill swells 14pc,
exports dip 32pc

Oil ministry seeks Rs1tr levy cap
NEWS DESK:The Pe-
troleum Division has op-
posed increasing the pe-
troleum levy tax target
and suggested cutting it
to Rs1 trillion while re-
ducing the rate to Rs50
per litre until global
prices remain high, warn-
ing that higher levies
were creating
affordability issues and
threatening social stabil-
ity.

The division has
submitted its budget
2026-27 recommenda-
tions to the finance min-
istry.

Discussions have
also been held at the
Prime Minister's Office
to find a way out of the
current situation, where
consumers face the
brunt of higher fuel
prices coupled with
higher taxes.

Petroleum Minister
Ali Pervaiz Malik re-
cently wrote to Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, saying that
considering the US?Iran
conflict and its impact
on global energy prices,
reducing reliance on pe-
troleum levies had be-
come imperative to cush-
ion vulnerable segments
of society.

The Petroleum Divi-

sion has proposed that
the annual petroleum
levy collection target be
reduced to Rs1 trillion
for the next fiscal year.

This is Rs727 billion
less than the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF)'s projection for
the next year and also
Rs468 billion less than
this year's original target.

As an alternative,
the division has pro-
posed reducing the levy
rate on petrol and diesel
to Rs50 per litre – a cut
of Rs30 from the rates
agreed with the IMF.

The government is
currently charging
Rs118 per litre in levy on
petrol.

The division pro-
posed that the levy rate
could be increased from
Rs50 per litre only if glo-
bal prices fall below $60
per barrel.

After the war be-
gan, Pakistan increased
diesel prices by 48% and
petrol by almost 56% to
recover global prices
and collect more taxes
on petrol.

The recommenda-
tions have been shared
with the finance ministry
ahead of the budget,
which the government
plans to unveil on June

MQM-P leader Khalid Maqbool made member of
Economic Coordination Committee

5.
Discussions with

the IMF on the next
year's budget have also
concluded.

The Petroleum Divi-
sion believes that reduc-
ing targets and rates is
critical to easing the bur-
den on the people and
ensuring economic sta-
bility.

However, the levy
appears to be the most
favoured tool of the Pa-
kistan Muslim League-N
(PML-N) government.
Data shows that since
the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) gov-
ernment came to power
in 2022, annual petro-
leum levy collection tar-
gets have been ex-
ceeded every year.

From July 2022 to
June this year, estimated
levy collection stands at
Rs4.3 trillion.

By contrast, during
the last two years of the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) government, levy
collection fell below
budget targets.

The government
has used the levy to off-
set revenue shortfalls
from the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) and is
under pressure from vari-
ous sides to rationalise

NEWS DESK:Asian In-
frastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB) Vice Presi-
dent Konstantin
Limitovskiy met Federal
Minister for Communi-
cations Abdul Aleem
Khan and Power Minis-
ter Sardar Awais Ahmed
Khan Leghari to discuss
infrastructure and en-
ergy projects, according
to an official statement
on Wednesday.

Abdul Aleem Khan
said the government
aims to complete vital
transportation projects
within two years, with
the Karachi-Hyderabad
and Hyderabad-Sukkur
motorway being the
most critical for eco-
nomic development. The
section connecting to
Karachi Port will have
eight lanes, while the
Hyderabad-Sukkur sec-
tion will feature six lanes.
The minister assured
that all available re-
sources will be utilised
to ensure timely comple-
tion. The Lahore-Sialkot
and Kharian-Rawalpindi
motorways are also

slated for completion
within two years. These
projects will  reduce
travel distance between
Lahore and Islamabad
by 100 kilometres, sav-
ing an hour of travel time
and resulting in billions
of rupees in annual fuel
savings.

In a significant
safety initiative, an air
ambulance service and
modern trauma centres
will be established on
motorways in collabora-
tion with the Pakistan

Air Force. Limitovskiy
expressed strong inter-
est in collaborating with
the National Highway
Authority, describing
the visit as pleasant and
confirming that the del-
egation would also visit
Lahore.

Separately, Leghari
briefed the AIIB delega-
tion on power sector re-
forms and future priori-
ties.

He said Pakistan is
focused on improving
efficiency, transparency

N E W S D E S K :
Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P) leader and
Education Minister Dr
Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui has been
made a member of the
Economic Coordina-
tion Committee, the
Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (PMO) said on
Thursday.

The statement
said that Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif had
approved an increase
in the number of ECC
members.

“Minister for Edu-
cation Khalid Maqbool
Siddiqui has been in-
cluded as a member of
the ECC,” the state-
ment said.

“I am hopeful that
Siddiqui will play an
active role as a mem-
ber of the ECC and
contribute

fully to the
progress and develop-
ment of the country
and the nation,” PM
Shehbaz was quoted
as saying.

The development
comes a day after an
MQM-P delegation,
led by Siddiqui, called
on the premier and

presented the party’s
proposals for the up-
coming budget.

According to the
PMO, detailed discus-
sions were also held
on public welfare and
development projects

being carried out in
Sindh and Karachi un-
der the federal gov-
ernment.

The meeting also
discussed the overall
political situation in the
country.

PM Shehbaz was
quoted as saying that
the party was an im-
portant coalition part-
ner of the federal gov-
ernment and

had consistently
supported all initiatives

aimed at public wel-
fare.

He directed the
relevant authorities to
review the MQM-P’s
budget proposals and
formulate a feasible
and comprehensive

plan for consideration,
the PMO statement
said.

In 2025, PM
Shehbaz had ap-
proved changes in the
structure of the fed-
eral cabinet’s ECC, a

key body responsible
for handling urgent
economic decisions
and ensuring coordina-
tion among different
government depart-
ments on financial and
economic policy mat-

ters.
As part of the re-

vised arrangement, the
chairmanship of the
ECC was assigned to
Finance

M i n i s t e r
M u h a m m a d
Aurangzeb instead of
the traditional practice,

where the finance
minister would only
preside over meetings
without a formal re-
structuring of roles.

The ECC is con-
sidered the most im-
portant committee of
the cabinet,

with broad terms
of reference that in-
clude reviewing ur-
gent economic issues,
coordinating economic
policies

across govern-
ment divisions, and
proposing measures
for the country’s
progress toward a
welfare state.

It also monitors
monetary and credit
conditions,

and makes recom-
mendations for regu-
lating credit in order to
maximise production
and exports while
helping to prevent in-
flation.

NEWS DESK:Pakistan’s
food import bill rose
13.81 per cent year-on-
year to $7.848 billion in
the first 10 months of
2025-26, mainly driven
by higher purchases of
sugar and edible oil.

The gap between
food imports and exports
has widened during the
review period. This has
increased the country’s
dependence on imported
food items in the current
fiscal year. Meanwhile,
exports of raw food prod-
ucts decreased 32.02pc
to $4.190 bill ion in
10MFY26 from $6.164bn
a year earlier.

The drop in exports
was broad-based, with
volumes declining
across nearly all major
food categories, except
meat, which showed
some resilience during
the period.

Overall rice exports
in April dropped 9.33pc
year-on-year. However,
exports of basmati rice
surged 56.12pc in value
and 62.36pc in quantity.
By contrast, exports of
non-basmati shrank by
27.97pc in value and
24.16pc in quantity in
April.

Sugar and edible oil
drive imports to $7.85bn
in July-April

The government
has announced a cash

subsidy to boost rice
exports.

Similarly, meat ex-
ports grew 18.33pc in
April. Exports of fish
products rose 7pc. Most
of the other food prod-
ucts record a negative
growth.

Vegetables regis-
tered the steepest fall,
plunging by 78.38pc.
However, exports of to-
bacco surged 80.29pc,
and exports of spices
rose 2pc in April. Ac-
cording to data released
by the Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics, palm oil
constituted the largest
share among imported
food items, followed by
pulses, tea, soyabean oil
and sugar.

Pakistan imported
309,157 tonnes of sugar

NEWS DESK:Climatic
disasters in Pakistan
have been higher than
both global and regional
averages in 2000-2024,
as well as in the preced-
ing two decades, ac-
cording to a detailed re-
port by the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) in-
cluded in the half-yearly
State Bank Economy re-
port.

Pakistan faces a
particularly challenging
position. On the one
hand, it is one of the
most climate-vulnerable
countries despite con-
tributing very little to
global greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions. On the
other hand,

it needs to develop
its economy and in-
crease GDP growth,
while decreasing emis-
sion intensity.

“This is indeed a

daunting challenge,
considering that
decoupling of GDP
growth,” said the SBP
report.

In the long term,
World Bank (2022) esti-
mates show that
Pakistan’s GDP is pro-
jected to fall by 4.5-6.5pc
by 2050 due to climate
change in the optimistic
scenario,  and by as
much as 7-9pc in the
pessimistic scenario,
with agriculture and in-
dustry the most exposed
sectors.

World Bank sees up
to 9pc GDP drop by 2050

“Without timely cli-
mate action, the output
of both these sectors is
estimated to drop by up
to 17pc by 2050,” said
the report.

Between 1995 and
2024, more than 9,700
global climatic events

have led to direct eco-
nomic losses of around
$ 4.5 trillion (in real
terms), affecting 5.7 bil-
lion people, and causing
more than 832,000 fatali-
ties worldwide.

The impact of glo-
bal climate change is
pronounced in Pakistan,
which is the 15th most
affected country from
climatic events between
1995 and 2024,” said the
report.

Moreover, signs of
continued climate stress
in Pakistan are increas-
ingly evident in higher
temperatures, erratic
rainfall,

rising sea levels,
and rapid glacial retreat.
Damages from climatic
events can escalate
nonlinearly as climate
issues reinforce each
other, such as heavy
rains after a heat wave,

coinciding with glacial
melt.

The top 10 GHG-
emitting economies to-
gether account for about
70pc of global GHG emis-
sions.

In contrast, Paki-
stan contributes only
1pc to total global GHG
emissions. Similarly,
Pakistan’s per capita
emissions remain nota-
bly low, ranking 147th
globally.

H o w e v e r ,
Pakistan’s emission in-
tensity — measured as
GHG emission per unit
of GDP — is relatively
high,

despite modest im-
provement over time.
Pakistan ranks 20th in
global GHG emissions as
against 45th rank in
terms of nominal GDP.

“Nearly 54pc of to-
tal global GHG are con-
tributed by the top 4
emitting economies in
2024,” said the report.

Since the 1960s, to-
tal emissions have in-
creased significantly,
with the energy and ag-
riculture sectors as the
major contributors.
Pakistan’s high emission
intensity

puts the country at
risk of materially increas-
ing its emissions if its
economy continues on a
traditional development
path.

The same is true for
Pakistan, where growth
in population and in-
come, alongside the rela-
tively high carbon inten-
sity of energy,

are driving in-
creases in CO2 emis-
sions from the energy
sector.

taxes on fuel, which is
used by both poor and
rich alike.

The tax on petrol is
almost 36% of the total
price. By comparison,
the government charges
18% sales tax on jet fuel.

The Petroleum Divi-
sion has also urged the
finance ministry to re-
duce sales tax on LPG –
a fuel used by the poor
– from 18% to 10% in the
next budget.

It has recommended
not increasing the petro-
leum levy collection tar-
get on LPG.

The division has
also recommended ad-
dressing Pakistan State
Oil (PSO)'s legacy issues
through budget alloca-
tions and ending
cross?subsidies on gas
prices.

The Petroleum Divi-
sion has also sent pro-
posals to the finance
ministry on issues facing
the oil and gas sector,
recommending that they
be resolved in the up-
coming budget.

Oil and gas compa-
nies are complaining
about undue tax burden,
unjustified tax demands
and the blocking of their
refunds to inflate tax rev-
enues.

during July-April 2025-
26, marking an unprec-
edented increase of
10,181.25pc compared to
just 3,007 tonnes in the
same period last year.

In value terms,
sugar imports jumped to
$174.908m in 10MFY26
from $2.978m a year ear-
lier, reflecting a sharp
rise of 5,773.35pc. The
surge follows the
government’s decision
to allow large-scale im-
ports to address domes-
tic shortages and con-
tain rising prices in local
markets. Retail sugar
prices have remained
volatile, hovering be-
tween Rs150 and Rs180
per kilogram in different
cities, prompting au-
thorities to step in and
improve supply through

imports.
Officials say the

move was aimed at
stabilising the market
amid tight domestic
availability, as the coun-
try increasingly relied
on external supplies to
meet demand.

The value of palm
oil imports rose 15.41pc
to $3.313bn during July-
April FY26 from $2.871bn
a year ago. In terms of
quantity, import of palm
oil increased 11.77pc to
3.075 million tonnes in
10MFY26 from 2.751m
tonnes a year earlier.

However, Pakistan
imported pulses worth
$624.38m in 10MFY26,
compared with $823.63m
in the same period last
year, representing a
24.19pc decline.

and sustainability in the
energy sector.

The delegation ex-
pressed interest in in-
vesting in Pakistan's en-
ergy sector, noting a po-
tential investment pipe-
line of $100?150 million.
Referring to its experi-
ence in other countries,
the delegation said it is
exploring opportunities
to support renewable
energy, sustainable in-
frastructure and trans-
mission projects in Paki-
stan.
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Djokovic trying to hold back time

Jhonatan Narvaez edges Mas to complete
hat-trick of stage wins at Giro

North Korean women win rare match in South to reach final

Langer left in awe by
Sooryavanshi's batting

Knicks rally from 22 points
down to stun Cavs

NEWS DESK:North
Korea’s first sports
team to visit the South
in eight years reached
the Asian Women’s
Champions League fi-
nal on Wednesday as
N a e g o h y a n g
Women’s FC beat
Suwon FC Women 2-
1.

N a e g o h y a n g
came from behind to
defeat their rivals
from the South amid
torrential rain in
Suwon, in a hard-
fought semi-final
played in a fair spirit
without any major
flashpoints.

Suwon captain Ji
So-yun missed a pen-
alty with just over 10
minutes to play.

The North Kore-
ans will stay in the
South for Saturday’s
final,

where they will
take on Japan’s Tokyo
Verdy Beleza at the
same stadium.

Interest in the rare
North-South semi-fi-
nal was intense, and
7,087

general admission
tickets sold out within
hours of going on sale
last week.

A woman in her
70s who gave her sur-
name as Lee told AFP

before kick-off that
she lived nearby and
attended

the match “hoping
to catch a glimpse of
the North Korean
players”.

“I’ll cheer for both
teams, although I’m

rooting slightly more
for the North since
they travelled such a
long way to get here,”
she said.

Bad weather
meant half the seats in
the roofless Suwon
Sports Complex Sta-

dium were empty.
A large group of

spectators from civic
groups backed by
Seoul’s unification
ministry were in the
stadium to support
both

teams, although

they were mostly si-
lent.

Suwon fans
banged drums and
chanted for their
team.

There were no of-
ficial away supporters
because North Kore-

NEWS DESK:Novak
Djokovic arrives at
Roland Garros this year
facing a familiar oppo-
nent, but one that can-
not be outmanoeuvred
even by the record 24-
time Grand Slam cham-
pion: time.

The Serbian, who
turns 39 this week, is no
longer the immovable
presence he once was,
his famed durability now
increasingly a concern
in a sport shaped by
younger, physically ex-
plosive rivals.

The question is not
simply whether he can
win another French
Open, but how he con-
tinues to adjust  his
game and mindset to
defy the natural erosion
that comes with advanc-
ing years.

While his schedul-
ing is more selective and
his approach more prag-
matic, Djokovic con-
ceded he would have
liked more time on clay
before coming to Paris.

He has played in
just three tournaments in
2026, and lost his only
match on clay to
Croatian qualifier Dino
Prizmic at this month's
Italian Open.

Djokovic pulled out
of tournaments in Miami,
Monte Carlo and Madrid

while dealing with a
shoulder injury -- with
strapping visible during
his brief stay in Rome.

"It's not an ideal
preparation, to be hon-
est," said Djokovic, who
will be seeded third at
Roland Garros.

"I don't recall the
last time I had in the last
couple of years a prepa-
ration where I didn't
have any kind of physi-
cal issues or health is-
sues coming into the
tournament. There's al-
ways something. Kind of
a new reality that I have
to deal with."

It is a candid admis-

sion from a player who
has built his career on
meticulous planning and
physical resilience, but
who is confronting the
realities of an ageing
body.

"It is frustrating,"
he said. "At the same
time it's my decision to
still perform in that kind
of state and conditions."

Djokovic's record at
Roland Garros under-
lines why he cannot be
discounted.

The absence of de-
fending two-time cham-
pion Carlos Alcaraz is
another factor in his
favour.

A three-time French
Open champion and one
of the few players to
consistently trouble
Rafael Nadal on the sur-
face,  Djokovic has
reached the quarter-fi-
nals or better at each
edition since a third-
round loss in 2009.

'I see what I'm miss-
ing'

But the physical
demands of clay are un-
forgiving, and Djokovic
is acutely aware of the
marginal losses that
come with age.

"I see what I'm miss-
ing," he said. "Late half
a step.

NEWS DESK:Former
Australia coach Justin
Langer lauded Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi for his
"breathtaking" batting
after the 15-year-old's
latest destructive IPL in-
nings.

S o o r y a v a n s h i
struck a 38-ball 93 on
Tuesday to lead
Rajasthan Royals closer
to the IPL play-offs with
a win over Lucknow Su-
per Giants.

The batting blitz
from the opener added to
a string of impressive

performances in the T20
competition this season,
including a 36-ball cen-
tury.

Sooryavanshi hit 10
sixes as he went past
Lucknow opener
Mitchell Marsh's total of
563 runs in the IPL bat-
ting chart.

The teenager is
now top with 579 runs in
13 matches, earning him
the right to wear the or-
ange cap as the
competition's highest
run-scorer.

"I've seen some

amazing players in 35
years of cricket,"

 Langer, the former
Australia opening bats-
man and now Lucknow
coach, told reporters in
Jaipur.

"To see a young
man bat like that, not
just tonight but through-
out the series, is breath-
taking."

Sooryavanshi took
apart some world-class
fast bowlers including
Australia's Mitchell
Starc and South Africa's
Anrich Nortje.

NEWS DESK:The New
York Knicks, fueled by
38 points from Jalen
Brunson, erased a 22-
point fourth-quarter defi-
cit to stun the Cleveland
Cavaliers 115-104 in
overtime Monday in
game one of the NBA
Eastern Conference fi-
nals.

The Knicks looked
done for when they
trailed 93-71 with 7:52
left in regulation.

But Brunson spear-
headed an 18-1 New
York run and banked in
a floater to tie it at 101-
101 with 19.3 seconds
left in regulation.When
Cleveland's Sam Merrill
missed a three-pointer
they went to the extra
session -- in which the
Knicks scored the first
nine points.

Brunson admitted
he did not know how the
Knicks had pulled off the
sensational comeback.

"I don't have an an-
swer for you," he told
broadcaster ESPN.

"We got some
stops. We kept fighting,
kept believing, just kept
chipping away.

"They were playing
great basketball and we
just found a way."

Mikal Bridges
added 18 points, and OG
Anunoby, back from a
two-game injury ab-
sence, was one of three
Knicks players with 13.

Donovan Mitchell
scored 29 points to lead
the Cavaliers and James
Harden added 15.

The Knicks will
have a chance to double
their lead in the best-of-
seven series when they
host game two on
Thursday.The winner of
the series will face either
the defending champion
Oklahoma City Thunder
or San Antonio Spurs in

the championship se-
ries.

The Spurs, fueled
by a 41-point perfor-
mance by Victor
Wembanyama, beat the
Thunder in double-over-
time in game one of the
Western Conference
finals.It is the first time
in NBA history that the
first games in both con-
ference finals have been
decided in overtime.

Rust may have
played a role in a slug-
gish Knicks start. New
York had been off for
nine days after sweep-
ing the Philadelphia

76ers in the second
round.The Cavaliers,
meanwhile, were battle
tested if not rested, hav-
ing polished off a sec-
ond straight seven-
game series with a tri-
umph at top-seeded De-
troit on Sunday.

A three-pointer by
Mitchell saw Cleveland
emerge from a back-and-
forth first half with a 48-
46 lead, and the Cava-
liers pulled away relent-
lessly in the second half
as the Madison Square
Garden crowd looked on
in stunned, silent disbe-
lief.

NEWS DESK:Ecuador’s
Jhonatan Narvaez
edged out Spaniard
Enric Mas at the end of
Wednesday’s stage 11
to win his third stage of
this year’s Giro d’Italia
as Afonso Eulalio re-
tained the leader’s pink
jersey.

Narvaez (UAE Team
Emirates XRG) and Mas
(Movistar) battled for
the win after leaving the
breakaway group on the
final climb and Mas
made the first move, only
for the Ecuadorian to
overtake him before the
line.

“Mas was the stron-
gest in the climb and I
knew I had to play my
game, I just tried to de-
fend myself on the up-
hill,” Narvaez said.

“I was scared be-
cause when he did the
sprint he almost closed
me on the barriers and I
was on the limit, but it
was full gas racing all
day, because we don’t
race just in the uphills,
we race on the downhills
also.”

Italian Diego Ulissi
(XDS Astana) won the
race for third place at the
end of the 195-km ride
from Porcari to Chiavari.

There was no
change at the top of the
general classification,
with Portugal’s Eulalio

maintaining his 27-sec-
ond lead over race
favourite Jonas
Vingegaard.

The first half of the
stage gave plenty of op-
portunities for
breakaways from the
peloton before the riders
reached the first of three
categorised climbs.

Early attacks were
reeled in and the group
that managed to get
away grew in size as oth-
ers left the bunch to go
in chase,

before the race
settled down on the sec-
ond climb with a 12-man

group over three min-
utes ahead of the
peloton.

A crash on the de-
scent brought down
three of the leaders, and
the breakaway began to
split.

On the
uncategorised climb be-
fore the finish, Mas at-
tacked and Narvaez fol-
lowed and with the
Spaniard unable to
shake off the
Ecuadorean before the
descent, Narvaez was
always going to be the
favourite in a sprint fin-
ish.

Mas, three-times
runner-up in the Vuelta
a Espana, is out of con-
tention for the overall
win and the Spaniard
was desperate for a
stage victory on his Giro
debut, but Narvaez
claimed the fifth Giro
stage win of his career.

The peloton, con-
taining all the GC con-
tenders, trailed in over
three minutes behind the
winner,  and Eulalio
(Bahrain Victorious) will
wear the pink in
Thursday’s stage 12, a
flat 175-km ride from
Imperia to Novi Ligure.

"It's quite incred-
ible, actually, to be able
to play that way, and
now have the orange
cap," said Langer, who
played 105 Tests for
Australia.

"The scary thing
going forward -- if the
expressions on the face
of Mitch Starc and
Nortje and every bowler
tells a story now -- is
what about when he
learns how to bat?"
Langer said.

"Gosh, he's so
young. He's a brilliant
player, and it's a real
privilege to watch him
bat.

"He'll adapt, he'll
keep getting better and
better, which is scary for
world cricket."

S oo r ya v a n s h i 's
performances have
sparked calls for him to
be fast-tracked into the
senior Indian national
team, but the selectors
are in no rush.

"We've picked him
for the India A team
again," chief selector
Ajit Agarkar said on
Tuesday.

"We are very ex-
cited with what he's been
doing in the IPL, and
hopefully he shows a bit
of that when he travels
with India A."

ans are generally not
allowed into the South,
and the two countries
have technically re-
mained at war since
1950.

The two teams
had met in the group
stage earlier in the

competition, with
Naegohyang winning
3-0.

Former Chelsea
midfielder Ji said
Suwon were expect-
ing the semi-final to be
a tough physical battle
and were ready to give

as good as they got.
The action was

fast and fair as both
teams created early
chances.

Naegohyang had
a goal ruled out for
offside in the fifth
minute, and Suwon’s
Japanese striker
Haruhi Suzuki headed
against the post mid-
way through the first
half.

Suzuki gave
Suwon the lead in the
49th minute when she
pounced on a chance
with the Naegohyang
defence hesitating.

The North Kore-
ans equalised six min-
utes later when Choe
headed home from a
free-kick.

Prolific striker
Kim Kyong Yong then
gave Naegohyang the
lead when she finished
off a scrappy attack
with a header in the
67th minute.

Suwon were
awarded a penalty af-
ter a VAR review, but
Ji hit her spot kick
wide with the goal-
keeper diving the
wrong way.

Tokyo beat
Australia’s Melbourne
City 3-1 in the other
semi-final earlier in the
day.
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PM Shehbaz lauds ‘steadfast’ Pak-China friendship, says
Beijing supported Islamabad in ‘unwavering fashion’

Delays by Imran’s counsel in £190m
graft case irk IHC

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday lauded the
“steadfast” Pakistan–
China friendship, main-
taining that Beijing has
supported Islamabad in
an “unwavering fashion
unmatched in the annals
of history”.

The premier was
addressing a ceremony
in Islamabad to mark the
75th anniversary of Pa-
kistan–China diplomatic
relations.

The prime minister
began his speech by ex-
tending felicitations to
the Chinese leadership
and people on behalf of
the government and
people of Pakistan.

“Seventy-five years
ago, our founding fa-
thers laid the foundation
of our bilateral diplo-
matic relations,” he said,
adding:

“Pakistan was the
first Muslim country to
recognise China and
one of the first countries
in the world to do so.”

“Through our mu-
tual efforts and
endeavours, and above
all, sincerity of purpose,
we have built a relation-
ship that is second to
none and very unique in

Punjab govt imposes Section
144 around airports, PAF

bases for 30 days

the world,” he said.
He said that

throughout these 75
years, the Chinese lead-
ership and people have
stood with Pakistan like
a “solid rock”.

“ E a r t h q u a k e s ,
floods, peace and diffi-
cult times — China has
always supported Paki-
stan in an unwavering
fashion.”

The premier also re-

affirmed that Pakistan
has always supported
the “One China” policy.

“Till today and for-
ever, we support the One
China policy, without
fear or favour.”

Shehbaz said that
the China–Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC),
under China’s Belt and
Road Initiative of Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, was a
“great manifestation” of

FO condemns mistreatment of flotilla activists, calls for
release of detainees including Pakistani citizen

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
on Thursday con-
demned the “unlawful
interception” of the Glo-
bal Sumud Flotilla by Is-
raeli forces in interna-
tional waters and called
for the immediate release
of all detained humani-
tarian activists, includ-
ing a Pakistani humani-
tarian activist Saad Edhi.

A statement by the
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs stated that Pakistan
condemned “in the
strongest possible
terms” the interception
of the flotilla by Israeli
occupying forces as
well as the “arbitrary
detention and reported
mistreatment of humani-
tarian workers onboard.”

It said that those
detained reportedly in-
cluded Pakistani hu-
manitarian activist Saad
Edhi, the grandson of
Abdul Sattar Edhi, the
renowned philanthro-
pist.

Pakistan condemns
illegal detention and mis-
t r e a t m e n t
ofhumanitarian activists
onboard Global Sumud
Flotilla.

“Pakistan demands
the immediate release of
all illegally detained ac-
tivists,” the statement
said. “It also calls on the
international community
to ensure safety, dignity,
and fundamental rights

of those detained.”
The FO said it re-

mained in contact with
Pakistani diplomatic
missions in the region
regarding the matter and
to ensure the safe return
of any detained Paki-
stani nationals.

Earlier in the week,
the organisers said that
Israeli forces had inter-
cepted 39 of their boats
in the eastern Mediter-
ranean, while the remain-
ing vessels were con-
tinuing to sail towards
the enclave.

Ships from the Glo-
bal Sumud Flotilla had
set sail for a third time
?on Thursday from

southern Turkiye, after
earlier attempts to de-
liver aid to Gaza were in-
tercepted by Israel in in-
ternational waters.

There were 426
people taking part in the
54-vessel flotilla from 39
countries, with the Glo-
bal Sumud Flotilla nam-
ing 44 Turks among
those on the intercepted
vessel, some 250 nauti-
cal miles (463 km) from
Gaza.

The Israeli military
arrested aid workers who
were part of the flotilla
carrying relief supplies
for the people of Gaza.
Those arrested belong
to different countries.

Among the detained is
Saad Edhi, who was rep-
resenting Pakistan and
heading toward Gaza
with his team.

Edhi Foundation
Chairman Faisal Edhi al-
leged that Israeli forces
had detained his son,
Saad, along with other
volunteers.

In a message on
Meta, Faisal said that
around 1pm Pakistan
Standard Time, Israeli
forces intervened in the
Gaza aid flotilla near
Cyprus in international
waters and arrested his
son along with other
volunteers.

“They were in inter-

national waters, and Is-
raeli forces have no right
to arrest them. We don't
know where they have
taken them,” he said.

Faisal had appealed
to the federal govern-
ment and the Foreign
Office to take legal ac-
tion against the Israeli
forces for detaining a
Pakistani citizen.

A day earlier, Paki-
stan joined nine other
nations in a joint con-
demnation of Israel's in-
terception of the Gaza-
bound flotilla. The for-
eign ministers of
Turkiye, Bangladesh,
Brazil, Colombia, Indone-
sia, Jordan, Libya, the
Maldives, and Spain co-
signed the declaration,
which described the Glo-
bal Sumud Flotilla as a
peaceful civilian humani-
tarian mission seeking to
highlight the dire condi-
tions facing Palestinians
and called Israel's as-
sault on it wholly unac-
ceptable.

Human Rights
Council of Pakistan also
strongly condemned the
attack on the Global
Sumud Flotilla and the
arrest and torture of hu-
man rights activists, in-
cluding Saad Edhi, de-
scribing the action as a
blatant violation of hu-
man rights, humanitar-
ian assistance, and free-
dom of expression.

NEWS DESK:The
Islamabad High Court
on Wednesday directed
counsel for PTI founder
Imran Khan and his wife,
Bushra Bibi, to begin ar-
guments at the next hear-
ing of their appeals
against their conviction
in the £190 million refer-
ence, warning that “the
law will take its course”
if proceedings were de-
layed further.

A division bench
comprising Chief Justice
Sardar Muhammad
Sarfaraz Dogar and Jus-
tice Muhammad Asif
also ordered that powers
of attorney for the PTI
founder and Bushra Bibi
be signed, while ad-
journing the hearing in-
definitely.

During the hearing,
Barrister Salman Akram
Raja appeared before the
court on behalf of Advo-
cate Salman Safdar.

He informed the
bench that Safdar was
undergoing medical
treatment and would
travel to Tokyo for fur-
ther check-ups, render-
ing him unavailable for
several weeks.

Chief Justice Dogar
reminded counsel that at
the previous hearing,
the court had directed
the defence to com-

mence arguments on the
appeals.

“If Salman Safdar is
unavailable, can no one
else argue the case?” the
chief justice inquired,
adding that another law-
yer could represent the
appellants if necessary.

The bench also re-
ferred to its earlier order
allowing meetings with
the PTI founder and
Bushra Bibi.

Barrister Raja in-
formed the court that
signed powers of attor-
ney had yet to be re-
ceived from the incarcer-
ated appellants.

“You met them, so
the powers of attorney
should also have been
signed,” the chief justice
remarked.

The National Ac-
countabili ty Bureau
(NAB) prosecutor told
the court that thumb im-
pressions and powers of
attorney had already
been submitted when
the appeals were filed.

‘Superior forum’
Barrister Raja ar-

gued that the PTI
founder and Bushra Bibi
intended to challenge
the rejection of their
suspension of sentence

NEWS DESK:The
Punjab government on
Thursday banned mul-
tiple activities near air-
ports and Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) bases,
which may pose a “se-
rious risk” to flight op-
erations and aviation
assets, under Section
144 for 30 days.

A notification is-
sued by the Home
Department dated
May 19 said that, ac-
cording to reliable
sources, certain activi-
ties — including pi-
geon homing, the use
of laser lights, and
throwing of meat
(sadqa) for the con-
sumption of carnivo-
rous birds around air

bases and airports —
may “pose a serious
risk to flight operations
and aviation assets”.

It said that there
were sufficient
grounds to proceed
under Section 144 as
an “immediate pre-
vention to disturbance
of public peace, safety
of lives and property
of public and tranquil-
ity”.

Therefore, the
government banned
pigeon homing; the use
of laser lights by ho-
tels, malls, or shops,
etc.;

and throwing of
meat (sadqa) in open
areas or on rooftops.

The Home De-

China’s commitment to
support Pakistan, pro-
mote its economy, pro-
vide jobs, and bring pros-
perity and development.

Referring to recent
efforts to hold peace

talks between the United
States and Iran,  the
prime minister said that
China had “fully sup-
ported” Pakistan’s peace
initiative.

“There has been a
history of supporting
each other without po-
litical swings or condi-
tions.

China has been a
steadfast and trusted
friend of Pakistan,” he
said, adding that the
journey would continue.

He said that in the
industrial and techno-
logical sectors, China
was second to none,
emphasising that the
“world cannot move for-
ward without China.”

The prime minister
also reiterated that the
security of Chinese na-
tionals in Pakistan was
a matter of “paramount
importance” for the gov-
ernment.

“We will spare no
effort to provide the
highest level of security
to Chinese nationals.”

President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif dur-
ing the ceremony to
commemorate 75 years
of Pakistan China friend-
ship in Islamabad on

May 21, 2026. — Photo
via Presidency

‘Cornerstone of
Pakistan’s foreign
policy’

In his remarks,
President Asif Al i
Zardari said, “Seventy-
five years ago, our two
nations began a journey
rooted in mutual respect
and shared aspirations.
Today, this journey has
evolved into an all-
weather, unique strate-
gic cooperation.”

“Pakistan and
China have stood by
each other through vari-
ous challenges, safe-
guarding each other’s
core interests,” Presi-
dent Zardari said.

He emphasised that
friendship with China is
a cornerstone of
Pakistan’s foreign policy,
which enjoys “total pub-
lic, political and institu-
tional support; thus, the
relationship enjoys con-
tinuity across genera-
tions.”

Zardari remarked
that President Xi’s initia-
tives and support for
deeper bilateral coopera-
tion had opened new av-
enues for shared pros-
perity and regional sta-
bility.

partment secretary,
under Section 144(6)
of the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure (CrPC),
banned the activities in
and around the funnel
area of all PAF bases
and commercial air-
ports across the prov-
ince within a 13km ra-
dius for a period of 30
days, with immediate
effect.

The disposal of
meat close to airports
during Eidul Azha at-
tracts birds, posing a
serious threat to flight
safety, passengers and
nearby surroundings.
Awareness campaigns
have been launched in
recent years to avoid
such incidents.

Quadcopter attack kills two
schoolchildren in KP's Bajaur
NEWS DESK:Two
schoolchildren were
killed after a quadcopter
drone, reportedly oper-
ated from an unknown
location, struck a hilly
area of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Bajaur
district on Thursday.

Local residents and
official  sources told
Dawn that the fatal inci-
dent occurred in the
Shahi Thangi area, lo-
cated about 25
kilometres from Khar, the
district headquarters of
Bajaur, around noon.

They added that the
children were returning
home from school when
they were hit, leaving
them critically wounded.

The two boys, aged
10 and 12, were immedi-
ately taken by locals to
the District Headquar-
ters Hospital in Khar for
treatment.

However, both were
pronounced dead upon
arrival, they said.

It remains uncon-
firmed where the
quadcopter was
launched from and who
was responsible for the
attack.

Meanwhile, sources
in the local police told
Dawn that they have
launched an investiga-

tion into the incident to
determine who was re-
sponsible and what the
motive was.

The killing of two
innocent schoolchildren
in the strike sparked
condemnation and con-
cern among locals and
political circles.

PTI MPA Dr
Hamidur Rehman and
Bajaur Aman Jirga chief
Sahibzada Haroon
Rashid condemned the
incident in the “stron-
gest terms”.

In statements
shared on social media
soon after the incident,
both leaders called for
an investigation into the
attack in which the two
students were martyred.

Relatives of
stranded transporters
end protest

Relatives of trans-
porters stranded in Af-
ghanistan ended their
protest after receiving
assurances from local
authorities regarding
their repatriation.

They had staged a
protest on the main road
leading to the Torkham
border crossing on
Thursday, causing se-
vere traffic disruption.

Most transporters
have remained stranded

on the Afghan side of
the border since its clo-
sure in October last year.

A local tribal elder,
Shakir Afridi, said on the
occasion that the Af-
ghan Taliban authorities
had assured a jirga that
met them three weeks
earlier that they had no
objection to the
stranded transporters
returning to Pakistan,
provided they were al-
lowed entry by the Paki-
stani border and immi-
gration authorities.

Meanwhile,  the
Khyber Transporters
Association distanced
itself from Thursday’s
protest. Its president,
Azeemullah Shinwari,
insisted that the associa-
tion was neither behind
the protest  nor con-
sulted by the relatives
of the stranded trans-
porters.

He acknowledged
that more than 600 trans-
porters, along with
nearly 900 vehicles, were
anxiously awaiting a
green signal from the
Pakistani authorities.

He added that the
association was in close
coordination with the
relevant officials to re-
solve the issue amicably
at the earliest.

pleas before a superior
forum, but were unable
to proceed because jail
authorities had not facili-
tated the signing of the
required documents.

Chief Justice Dogar
responded that the mat-
ter concerning further
appeals was separate
from the pending pro-
ceedings before the high
court.

“You can challenge
it there; we have no ob-
jection.

But today we are
hearing the appeals and
you are not advancing
arguments,” he ob-

served.
Raja maintained that

both appellants were in
state custody and deny-
ing access for the sign-
ing of legal documents
amounted to a violation
of fundamental rights.

He requested the
court to issue the nec-
essary directions to the
superintendent of Adiala
jail.

The NAB prosecu-
tor, however, argued that
objections relating to
powers of attorney for
proceedings before the
Supreme Court of Paki-
stan or the Federal Con-
stitutional Court could
be raised before the rel-
evant forum.

At one point during
the exchange, the chief
justice remarked to Raja:
“I heard you, Raja Sahib,
how many times will you
say it?”

The bench subse-
quently directed au-
thorities to facilitate the
signing of the powers of
attorney for the PTI
founder and Bushra Bibi
and adjourned proceed-
ings indefinitely.

Before the conclu-
sion of the proceedings,
Chief Justice Dogar
warned that arguments
must commence at the
next hearing.


