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Quetta Administration Establishes Special
Committee to Evaluate Chaman
Phatak Blast Damages

Qaseem Shah,
Ali Hamza:

QUETTA, Pakistan — In the af-
termath of the devastating explo-
sion near Chaman Phatak, the
Deputy Commissioner Quetta,
who also chairs the District Com-
pensation Committee, has for-
mally constituted a special dam-
age assessment committee to
evaluate financial losses caused
by the May 24, 2026 bomb blast.

According to an official
statement issued by the district
administration, the committee has
been directed to immediately be-
gin its work by visiting the af-
fected locality and carrying out a
detailed survey of the destruc-
tion,

The assessment will focus
on damages to homes, shops,
commercial establishments, ve-
hicles, and other public and pri-
vate properties impacted by the
explosion.

The initiative aims to ensure
a transparent, fair, and compre-
hensive evaluation process, al-
lowing authorities to accurately
determine the scale of losses suf-
fered by residents and business
owners.

Multi-Department Commit-
tee Formed

As outlined in the official
notification, the Assistant Com-
missioner City Quetta has been

A fire fighter walks fast to extinguish flames of fire after the deadly
bombing in Quetta: Photo Muhammad Ismail

ricultural Engineering Depart-
ient.
Authorities said the inclu-
sion of specialists from different
sectors is intended o provide

fected businesses, residential
properties, and other financial
losses.

Once completed, the findings
will be submitted to the Deputy

appointed to léad the
The body also includes represen-
tatives from several departments
to ensure a technically sound
and impartial assessment.
Committee members include
officials from the Counter Terror-
ism Departmem (CTD) Quetta,
the ion and Works

complete and credibl
the destruction, ensuring lhal
every category of damage is docu-
mented properly.

Detailed Report to Shape
Reliefand Compensation

Officials stated that the com-
mittee will conduct a comprehen-
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Depanmen( the Metropolitan
Corporation Quetta, and the Ag-

sive
NSOy compile Separate
records of damaged vehicles, af-

Quetta to support
decisions regarding government
assistance, compensation pack-
ages, and future rehabilitation ef-
forts for victims.

Extensive Damage Reported
After Blast

The powerful blast near
Chaman Phatak reportedly left
multiple vehicles destroyed and
caused significant structural

damage to nearby buildings,
shops, and surrounding proper-
ties.

The incident triggered panic
across the area, prompting an im-
mediate response from security
agencies and emergency re-
sponders, who secured the scene
and launched relief operations
shortly after the explosion.
Officials emphasized that the
assessment committee’s report
will play a crucial role in ensuring
that affected families and busi-
ness owners receive appropriate
support based on verified losses.

Balochistan: Six Family Members Dead
in Quetta Over Alleged Land Dispute

WEB DESK:

A horrific family tragedy un-
folded in Quetta’s Sariab Road
area on Monday night when
six members of a family were
allegedly gunned down inside
their home in what authorities
believe may be linked to a land
dispute.

According to preliminary
reports, the suspect, reportedly
the victims® maternal uncle,
entered the residence at
around 8:00 pm and opened in-
discriminate fire, killing

Muhammad Yousaf Bangalzai,
his sons Tahir, Asif, and Parvez,
as well as two daughters. All
six victims died on the spot,
sending shockwaves across
the provincial capital.

Initial findings suggest that
the deadly shooting may have
been the result of a long-run-
ning dispute over property
ownership.

Police have launched an

investigation and are working
to determine the exact circum-
stances surrounding the

massacre.In the aftermath of

the incident, relatives of the

victims and local residents
staged a large-scale protest by
placing the bodies on Sariab
Road. Protesters blocked the
key thoroughfare for all traf-
fic, causing major disruption
and demanding the immediate
arrest of the accused and his
accomplices.

The demonstrators urged
law enforcement agcnuc; to

those responsible.

Residents and members of
the affected family have ap-
pealed to Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
Chief Minister of Balochistan,
to take immediate notice of
the incident, order the arrest
of the suspects, and provide
justice and support to the vic-
tims” family.

Thc incident has once

ensure a
tion and swift justice for the
bereaved family.

They warned that the pro-
test would continue until con-

crete action is taken against

again highli d concerns
over violent property disputes
in Balochistan, with citizens

calling for stronger measures
to prevent such tragedies and
ensure the rule of law.

Naqvi-PTI meeting
sparks controversy

NEWS DESK:

Aquietly held meeting between
senior Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leaders and Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi has triggered a
debate of possible back channel

contacts between the opposition
party and powers that be and also
raised questions over internal
communication and coordination
within the party after it emerged
that party founding chairman
Imran Khan's family had no prior
knowledge of the engagement.

A post circulating on X on
Sunday initially claimed that
Imran's sister Aleema Khan was
present during a meeting involv-
ing PTI Chairman Barrister Gohar
Ali  Khan and Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi with the interior min-
ister.

‘Aleema Khan swiftly rejected
the claim on X, clarifying that no
member of Imran Khan's family
was present at the meeting and
that the family had not been in-
formed beforehand.

Her denial, however, inad-
vertently confirmed the meeting's
existence, setting off a chain of
queries that brought the encoun-
ter into public focus.

Rumours regarding a meet-
ing between Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan and the interior minister at
the former's residence had been
circulating for several days, al-
though neither PTI nor Barrister
Gohar had confirmed it during
that period.

The matter remained publicly
unaddressed until Aleema Khan's
statement brought it into the spot-
light, after which Sohail Afridi's
name also surfaced in connection
with the meeting and was later ac-
knowledged by PTI' senior lead-
ership in response to queries.

The Express Tribune
reached out to Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan for confirmation of the re-
ported meeting and its agenda.
He confirmed that the meeting
had taken place and reiterated
that no member of Imran Khan's
family was present.

However, he did not respond
to further questions regarding the
agenda or detailed points of dis-
cussion.

Separately, PTI Information
Secretary Sheikh Waqas, re-
sponding to The Express
Tribune's queries, said he had
personally contacted Barrister
Gohar, who confirmed the meet-
ing and the presence of Sohail
Afridi.

He stated that the meeting
took place on May 14 and was
strictly related to law and order
matters, including the Bannu se-
curity situation and broader pub-
lic order concerns.

He further said that Imran
Khan's family was not informed
about the meeting as the matter
did not concern them, adding that
Barrister Gohar, as part of the
party's senior leadership, was
authorised to engage in such dis-
cussions.

According to him, partici-
pants maintained that the discus-
sion remained limited to security
and public order issues.

The Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
chief minister, in a post on X while

quote-tweeting Aleema Khan,
also confirmed that his meeting
with Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagqvi was held in relation to re-
cent terrorist incidents in Bannu
and the broader law and order
situation in the province.

He categorically stated that
nopolitical discussion took place
during the meeting, adding that
reports suggesting otherwise
were incorrect.

The Bannu security context
cited by Afridi is grounded in a
recent and serious incident. On
the night of May 9,

five days before the meeting
took place, a devastating attack
struck a police outpost in Bannu
district when an explosives-laden
vehicle was rammed into the post,
followed by a coordinated assault
involving heavy weaponry and
drones.

The attack was claimed by
Ittehad-ul-Mujahideen Pakistan,
anewly emerged armed group.
the days that followed, a joint
operation by the Pakistan Army,
police and Counter Terrorism De-
partment was launched in the
area, killing 16 terrorists includ-
ing two commanders.

It is against this immediate
backdrop that PTI representatives
have described the May 14 meet-
ing as being focused on law and
order and security coordination.

While the K-P chief
minister's clarification addressed
the nature of the meeting, the de-
velopment has nevertheless
drawn attention in political circles
due to questions surrounding its
timing and the limited public
awareness around it.

The development comes
against the backdrop of pro-
longed concerns over Imran
Khan's health during his incar-
ceration at Adiala Jail.

Khan was taken to PIMS on

a few occasions in recent months
for treatment of a deteriorating
eye condition, with his legal team
filing petitions in the Islamabad
High Court seeking access to spe-
cialist care and the presence of
his personal physicians.

A follow-up examination by
ajoint medical board in March re-
ported improvement in his condi-
tion, though the fam)]y disputed
the government's assessment
and insisted no medical deci-
sions should be taken without
their consent.

The episode has also drawn
renewed attention to a recurring
tension between the Khan family
and the party's senior leadership
over internal communication and
consultation.

In February, Aleema Khan
publicly rebuked the party lead-
ership over its handling of the
medical situation, objecting to
what she described as decisions
taken without the family's knowl-
edge.

Gohar himselfacknowledged
a communication gap within the
leadership at the time, while
stressing that efforts for Imran
Khan's release remained coordi-
nated.

The latest episode in which
ameeting with the interior minis-
ter was held and only came to
light through a social media post
appears to reflect that same unre-
solved tension.
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Edito m Khan

By: Asfandyar Khan tance. Among his stu-

Purpose Over Profession

In a world often dents are his own
driven by titles and ca- daughters—three of
reer choices, some sto- the girls appearing for
ries remind us that true exams this year.

meaning lies not in His vision extends
what we become— beyond the present.
but in how we serve. He hopes to see a high

school, even a college,
established in the vil-
lage—an aspiration
rooted in the belief that
education can trans-
form entire communi-
ties.

These two mo-
ments—one in a hos-
pital, the other in a
classroom—highlight
a  shared truth.
Whether it is a doctor
saving lives in critical
moments or a teacher
shaping futures over
time, both reflect the
same  underlying
force: commitment to
others.In a country
facing ongoing chal-
lenges in healthcare
access and educa-
tional equity, such in-
dividuals represent
more than personal
dedication. They em-
body the kind of im-
pact that drives real
change at the commu-

This is a story of
two individuals in very
different settings, con-
nected by a single
thread: purpose.

The first moment
unfolded in a hospital
corridor. A visitor, on
the way to see a rela-
tive in the ICU, no-
ticed a woman lying
still, her breathing faint
and uncertain.

The atmosphere
around her felt final.
Yet, hours later, every-
thing had changed.
She was alive—stabi-
lized—because a doc-
tor chose persistence
over surrender. It was
a quiet but powerful
reminder of the role
healthcare profession-
als play every day:
standing between life
and loss.

Days later, in a
completely different
environment, that

same sense of purpose nity level.
appeared again—this Their stories raise
time in a rural class- asimple but important

room.

In a small village
school, Mr. Mumtaz, a
former MIS Assistant,

reflection: perhaps
purpose is not defined
by profession, but by
reaches more than But beyond dents—10 girls and 6 ticular significance. ough preparation, and cultural sensitivities intention.And in that
has been redefining 450 students, balanc- numbers lies a boys—sat for their With no local high emphasizes integrityin around mixed class- realization lies some-
what it means to be an  ing multiple grade lev- . matriculation exams. school available, stu- a system where short- rooms, he has intro- thing powerful—not
educator since 2021. els while also contrib- deeper impact In a region where dents rely heavily on cuts are common. duced simple arrange-  regret for paths not
Teaching in a modest uting to a UNICEF- In 2026, for the girls” education often his guidance. He con- His approach is ments to ensure girls taken, but clarity about
setup  within supported Digital IT first time in the faces barriers, this ducts practice exams both practical and can continuetheiredu- how to move forward
madrasa, he now program. village’s history, 16 stu- - milestone carries par- at home, ensures thor-  thoughtful. Aware of cation without resis- on the one we have.

®

Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm Destroys 7M Fruit
Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

H!‘

Atta Kakar:

A devastating hail-
storm accompanied
by powerful winds
has caused wide-
spread destruction
across Qila Saifullah
district in Balochistan,
damaging more than 7
million fruit trees and
affecting nearly
18,000 farmers and
landowners.

The storm struck (£ .
on April 18, severely 3 -
impacting one of the g
province’s most im-
portant horticultural
regions and leaving
thousands of rural
families facing major
economic uncertainty.

The disaster
caused  extensive
damage to orchards,
agricultural land, and
scasonal crops, par-
ticularlyapple, apricot,
and grape farms that
form the backbone of
the local economy.
Farmers say years of §
hard work and invest-
ment were wiped out
within minutes as hail
and strong winds tore
through villages and
farming areas across
the district.

Local growers
have described the
situation as cata-
strophic, warning that
many families may
struggle to survive fi-
nancially without im-
mediate government
assistance.

Agriculture re-
mains the primary

source of income for . i R
alarge portion of Qila have expressed frus- destruction. ties. cover from climate- again highlighted the coming increasingly agement systems, cli-
Saifullah’s population, tration over delays in Calls are growing Farmers and local related disasters. vulnerability of frequent in the prov- mate-resilient agricul-
and the destruction of relief and compensa- for the provincial and representatives are They argue that Balochistan’s agricul- ince, placingadditional tural policies, and
fruit orchards is ex- tion efforts. federal governments also demanding resto- without urgent inter- ture sector to extreme pressure on farmers faster emergency re-
pected to have long- Many affected to announce emer- ration of damaged ir- vention, the crisis weather events. already struggling with sponse mechanisms
term economic conse- farmers claim that of- gency compensation rigation systems and could deepen poverty Experts warn that limited infrastructure are essential to protect
quences for the re- ficial assessment and packages, interest- the introduction of and unemployment climate-related disas- and rising production rural livelihoods and
ion. rchabilitation mea- free agricultural loans, crop insurance across the district. ters, including hail- costs. ensure long-term sta-
Residents  and sures have been slow and recovery support mechanisms to help The Qila Saifullah  storms, droughts, and Analysts  say bility in Balochistan’s

farming communities despite the scale of for affected communi- rural communities re- hailstorm has once flash floods, are be- stronger disaster man- farming sector.




INTERNATIONAL

Tuesday,May.26.2026

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

China's Xi hails 'unbreakable' ties, praises Pakistan's role in
Iran peace efforts as he meets PM Shehbaz

NEWS DESK:China’s
President Xi Jinping
hailed Beijing’s “un-
breakable” friendship
with Pakistan on Mon-
day as he met Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
in Beijing, seeking to
deepen the “all-weather”
partnership between the
two countries.

M Shehbaz landed
in China on Saturday on
a four-day official visit,
reaching Beijing yester-
day after making a stop
in Hangzhou.

Addressing bilat-
eral talks at the Great Hall
of the People, Xi said:
“China is ready to work
with Pakistan to move
faster to build an even
closer China-Pakistan
community with a
shared future in the new
era, work for more results
in our all-weather coop-
eration, [...] contribute
to regional peace and
stability and set an ex-
ample for building a
community with a
shared future among
neighbouring coun-
tries.”

Xi called PM
Shehbaz an “old friend”
and said the two coun-
tries had “understood,
trusted and supported
cach other” over de-
cades, forging an “un-
breakable tradition of
friendship”.

“Despite interna-
tional changes, China
has always prioritised
Pakistan relations in our
neighbourhood diplo-
macy,” Xi said.

Chief of Defence
Forces and Chief of the
Army StaffField Marshal
Asim Munir, who con-
cluded his visit to Iran
on Saturday, was also
present on the occasion.
now that you
have just returned from
Iran and made positive
efforts to mediate for
peace. We appreciate
the constructive role of
Pakistan,” Xi said.

Following a rickety

ceasefire achieved in the
US-Isracli war on Iran in
April, CDF Munir has
been engaged in media-
tion efforts between
Washington and Tehran.
‘Weeks into Islamabad’s
diplomatic efforts, the
US  has reported
progress in negotiations
with Iran
Xi said Pakistani
eludente in China were
“committed to be build-
ers of cooperation, pro-

ment,” the Chinese presi-
dent said.
Pakistan-China ties
“nextto none’
PM Shehbaz, in
turn, called China and
Pakistan two “iron
brother” countries with
a relationship that is
“next to none”
Healso hailed Xi as
a “great friend of Paki-

moters of exchanges
and upholders of friend-
ship of China and Paki-
stan”.

He added he was
“truly encouraged to see
that our friendship is
being carried forward by
the younger genera-
tion™.

“Our strategic mu-
tual trust and practical
cooperation have stan and a great friend
greatly contributed to of pence loving human-
our respective develop- ity”

Hailing 75 years of
“glorious partnership”
in diplomatic relations,
the premier said, “The
credit goes to our Tound-
ing fathers who worked
very hard to build this
relationship over the last
more than seven de-
cades.”

The prime minister
assured the Chinese
president that Islamabad
and Beijing would to-
gether “build this rela-

talks with his Chinese
counterpart Li Qiang at
the Great Hall of the

tions in times to come
from strength to
strength”. He noted that
there was a plan for
“year-long celebrations™
to mark 75 years of dip-
lomatic ties.

“Under your dy-
namic leadership, China

eople.

Addressing the del-
egation-level talks with
Li, PM Shehbaz men-
tioned the Middle East
conﬂlcl saying that the

isnot onlya world-class “world is passing
economic power; it is through a very critical
also a military power, moment”.

“I'think we have to
really be together, so
that the world at large is
at peace and business as
usual starts again, be-
cause this crisis has hit
not only the economy in
the region [...] but the
global community,” he

meant for progress and
peace in the world, pro-
moting your own phi-
losophy of
multilateralism around
the globe,” PM Shehbaz
said.

Commending Xi’s
focus on prosperity
|hroug the Belt and

Road Initiative (BRI) and
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC),
he said, “This differen-
tiates you as a towering
figure around the
globe.”

The premier further
said, “I draw a lot of
slrcnglh from your lead-
ershij

the Gulf and Pak)slan
has played a very sincere
role to mediate between
the United States and
Iran,” PM Shehbaz said,
noting that CDF Munir
had just returned from
Tehran.

“And he didn’t
want to miss this great
visit, and he assured me
that he will be joining me
in this meeting, and he
has been travelling
throughout the night,”™
Shehbaz added.

The premier high-
lighted that the army
chief*played a very im-
portant role back and
forth with the Iranian
leadership and the
American leadership”,
also mentioning Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq
Dar’s communications
with his regional coun-
terparts.

Igle highlighted that
a “lot of transformation
and structural changes”™
had been brought in Pa-
kistan, but there was still
a long way to go.

PM meets Chinese
counterpart

Earlier in the day,
PM Shehbaz called for
Islamabad and Beijing to
“really be together”
ongoing efforts to re-
store peace in the
Mlddle East amid the

Hc made the re-
marks during bilateral

Trump says Iran deal will either be 'great,
meaningful' or there will be 'no deal'

NEWS DESK:US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said
in a Truth Social post on
Monday that the deal
with Iran "will either be
a great and meaningful
one, or there will be no
deal."

He stated that it will
be the opposite of the
"JCPOA disaster" that
the Obama administra-
tion negotiated, claiming
that that was a "direct
and open path to a
Nuclcar Weapon for

don’t do
dcd]s l:kc thaﬂ"

Tran will not submit
to enemy's ‘excessive de-
mands": Pezeshkian

Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian
slammed the enemy’s in-
sistence on imposing an
economic war against
Iran, saying the country
will not submit to the
enemy’s “excessive de-
mands,” according to
Iranian state broad-
caster IRNA.

In a meeting with
members of the Iran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture on Monday,
Pezeshkian said that ne-
gotiations with the US

were planned to ensure
that Iran's rights as a
nation are fully secured,
and that the nation will
not submit to pressures
and demands.

Although the ad-
versaries shifted their
focus to economic war-
fare after military failure,
the government and the
private sector will also
successfully navigate
this stage, he added.

On  May 20,
Pezeshkian said in an X
post that “Iran has con-
sistently honoured its
commitments and ex-
plored every avenue to
avert war; all paths re-
main open from our
side.”

“Forcing Iran to
surrender through coer-
cion is nothing but an
illusion.

Mutual respect in
diplomacy is far wiser,
safer, and more sustain-
able than war,” he added.

Xi says China com-
mends Pakistan for its
mediating role in restor-
ing peace in Middle East

China commends
Pakistan for taking the
initiative to play a medi-
ating role in restoring
peace in the Middle

m

st, Chinese President
Xi Jinping said on Mon-
day when meeting with
Pime Miniser Shehbaz

©»

PM Shehbaz said
that Pakistan appreci-
ated China's support for
Pakistan in mediating
the US-Iran negotia-
tions,

noting that Presi-
dent Xi's four proposi-
tions on the Middle East
situation offer guidance
for achieving peace.

China urges US,
Iran to maintain ‘momen-
tum of lation”

ing to questions about
ongoing intense diplo-
matic efforts toward a
potential pact between
the US and Iran to per-

NEWS DESK:Over
1.5 million Muslims
began filling a vast tent
manently end the war, | city in Makkah on
which began on Febru- | Monday for the annual
ary28. . .| Hajpilgrimage carried

““An earlier solution | out against the back-

serves the interests of | qron of h fi
318 0 p of hopes for an
both the US and Iran, as end to the war in the

well as regional coun- | $1 c

tries and_the world at | Middle East.
large,” said Mao. _ The white-robed
The spokeswoman pilgrims on buses or on
stressed it was “impor- | foot arrived at the
tant to sustain the mo- | sprawling encamp-
mentum of de-escala- | ment in Mina after
performing the tawaf.

China on Monday
urged the US and Iran to
continue the “momen-
tum of d lation” as

tion, stay
the direction of political | " The start of the
resolution. and seek a | y1.i came as US Presi-

dent Donald Trump

potential signs emerged
that the war between the
two sides could wind
down following recent
diplomatic contacts.

“China’s position
on the Iranian situation
i very clear.

This is a conflict
that should never have
happened and there is
no need for it to con-
tinue,” Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Mao
Ning told reporters in
Beijing.

She was respond-

solution through dia-
continued to send

logue and

that accommodates the | €©! .

concerns of all parties.” mixed signals over a
possible agreement to
extend an uneasy

Iran says frame-
work reached in US talks
but final deal notimmi- | ceasefire with Iran
ment .| and a deal to reopen
. Iran’s Foreign Min- | he Sirait of Hormuz.
istry _spokesperson This year’s rites
Esniacil Baghaci said [ (48 Yo »
Tehran and Washington | drawing Muslim wor-
had reached a frame- | Shippers from across

the world, including

Iran, follow waves of
attacks on targets in

work on several issues
during ongoing negotia-

Saudi Arabia and its
Gulf neighbours.

tions, but cautioned that
Saudi officials

Iran says progress on many issues with
US but agreement not imminent

NEWS DESK:Iran said
on Monday that Tehran
and Washington had
reached understandings
on many issues in ex-
changes over a deal for
ending the war, but
warned an agreement
was not imminent.

“It is correct to say
that we have reached a
conclusion on a large
portion of the issues
under discussion,” for-
eign ministry spokes-
‘man Esmacil Bagaei said,
during a weekly news
briefing “But to say that
this means the signing of
an agreement is immi-
nent— no one can make
such a claim,” he said,
accusing Washington of

“contradictios any
shifting its positions.

The remarks come
after Iran said it was
finalising a 14-point
framework for a deal on
ending the war. US Sec-
retary of State Marco
Rubio said a deal to end
the war with Iran could
materialise on Monday
as US President Donald
Trump told his negotia-
tors not to “rush”.

During the press
conference, Baqaei i
sisted that the frame-
work being drafted “is
focused on ending the

‘war” across the region,
including in Lebanon.
He reiterated that
details on Iran’s nuclear
programme — a key
sticking point for Wash-
ington — were not in-
cluded and that the is-
sue would only be dis-
cussed after the two
sides agree on the
framework.Clauses on
ending the US naval
blockade on Iranian
ports, in place since
April 13, and arrange-
ments on the strategic
Strait of Hormuz were
included, he said.
“US actions under

the title of a naval block-

ade must be stopped,
and at the same time, the
Islamic Republic of Iran
will take the necessary
measures for safe tran-
sit in the Strait of
Hormuz,” he said.

Traffic through
Hormuz, a vital global
sluppmg route, has
come under Iranian con-
trol since the outbreak of
the war.Iran, which has
only allowed a trickle of
ships to pass through
the strait, has insisted
that vessels obtain per-
mission from its armed
forces before transiting
the waterway.

Bagqaei said Iran

a final agreement be-
have been keen to

tween the two sides was
not imminent.
keep conflict far from
the minds of visitors,
many of whom have
travelled long dis-
tances for one of the
world’s largest annual
pilgrimages.

Despite the un-
certainty triggered by
the conflict, Saudi of-
ficials noted over the
weekend that more
pilgrims had travelled
from abroad to partici-
pate in this year’s Haj
than in 2025.

But, amid the
spiritual euphoria ex-
perienced by the pil-
grims in the days
ahead of the Haj, au-
thorities in the king-
dom signalled their
readiness.

A video posted on
social media by the
Saudi defence ministry
showed advanced air
defence batteries po-
sitioned on the out-
skirts of Makkah.

Haj begins as Middle East war's
trajectory hangs in the balance

“The air defence
forces are responsible
for protecting the skies
over the holy sites and
dealing with all aerial
threats, ensuring the
safety and peace of
mind of the guests,”
read the post

Many pilgrims
who spoke to AFP ex-
pressed their hope that
peace would prevail
soon.

“The war in Iran
has affected the entire
world. Nobody wants
wars or harm to coun-
tries and peoples,”
said  Mohammed
Chahada, an Egyptian
in his 50s, as he
walked through a
crowd exiting the

Grand Mosque.
The pilgrimage
will be held against the

under pumshmg heat,
with temperatures
forecast to top 40 de-
grees Celsius for
much of the week.

Despite the heat
and the uncertainty
over the war, pilgrims
in Makkah were ec-
static.

“T have wanted to
perform the pilgrim-
age my entire life, for
40 or 50 years,” said
Jreish Mohammed, a
68-year-old decked
out in the traditional a
tire from his native

NEWS DESK: Austra-
lian activists who took
part in a flotilla attempt-
ing todeliver humanitar-
ian aid to war-torn Gaza
started arriving home,
recounting torture and
sexual abuse during Is-
raeli detention, local me-
dia reported Monday.
11 Australians were
among hundreds of in-
ternational activists
aboard the Global Sumud
Flotilla when it was in-
tercepted and attacked
by Israeli forces last
week in international wa-
ters, and they were
detained.Many of the
group, including some
Australians, said they
suffered broken bones,
being tasered in the face
and being injected with
unknown substances,
local broadcaster SBS
News reported.
Activist  Violet
Coco, who arrived at
Melbourne Airport on
Monday morning, said
Israeli authorities beat,

was not imposing tolls
ships transiting the
strait but rather collect-
ing fees for “naviga-
tional services”.
“The services that
are provided — naviga-
tional services in addi-
tion to the measures nec-
essary to protect the en-
vironment of the Strait
of Hormuz, the Persian
Gulfand the Sea of Oman
require the collection
of certain fees,” he said,
adding that Iran was
“not seeking to collect
tolls”.Tran says
progress on many is-
sues with US but agree-
ment not imminent

tortured and sexually
assaulted activists de-
tained during the flotilla
operation. She added
that the detainees also
suffered fractures and
head injuries, while some
people went without in-
sulin and blood pres-
sure medication for sev-
eral days.Coco said she
was pushed through a
dark room, groped and
repeatedly struck while
in detention.

Australians returnmg from Gaza flotilla recount
torture, sexual abuse during Israeli detention

and sexual violence
while in detention.

Surya McEwen, a
dual diagnosis care
worker from New South
Wales, said the latest
flotilla was his third at-
tempt to deliver aid.

During his most re-
cent detention, he was

for 80 hours and
was beaten in a room
while Israeli soldiers
sang the national an-
them.

mma O'Toole was

the ﬂrsl of the Austra-
lian activists to return
Sunday night and nar-
rated a similar ordeal.
The 23-year-old student
arrived at Melbourne
Airport, where she was
areeted by applause
from friends and family.
O'Toole told the
Australian Broadcasting
Corporation that Israeli
forces subjected activ-
ists to physical abuse
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ISLAMABAD (INP):
Speaker of National
Assembly Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq has strongly con-
demned the tragic ex-
plosion near the
Chaman Railway
crossing, which re-

sulted in the loss of in-
nocent lives.

He expressed pro-
found grief and sorrow
over the incident and
extended heartfelt con-
dolences to the be-
reaved families.

) _a = - = o)
BEIJING: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meeting with the Prime Minister of the|

Peoples Republic of China Mr Li Qiang receiving

tion stands united with
those affected by this
heartbreaking tragedy.

Ayaz Sadiq said
that targeting innocent
civilians is a shameful
and cowardly act that

The Speaker con-
veyed his deepest sym-
pathies to the families
of the victims and re-
affirmed his solidarity
with them in this hour
of immense grief, say-
ing that the entire na-

the nation, which re-
mains firmly commit-
ted to peace, stability
and the complete eradi-
cation of terrorism
from the country.
Ayaz Sadiq em-
phasized that the nation

tradiction to the prin-
ciples of humanity and
the teachings of all re-
ligions.

He reiterated that
such heinous acts of
terrorism cannot un-
dermine the resolve of

will continue to stand
shoulder to shoulder
with its armed forces
in their efforts to elimi-
nate terrorism in all its
forms and manifesta-
tions. He prayed to Al-
lah Almighty for the el-

Speaker condemns explosion near Chaman Railway crossing

evation of the ranks of
the departed souls, for
the swift recovery of
the injured and’ for
strength, patience, and
courage for the be-
reaved families to bear
this irreparable loss.

stands in complete con-

at the Great Hall of the People.

Pakistan will soon move
forward alongside
China in region’s

journey of development,
economic progress

BEIING (INP): Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said Pakistan would
soon move forward
alongside China in the
region’s journey of de-
velopment and eco-
nomic progress.

Addressing a Paki-
stan-China Business-to-
Business Forum in
Hangzhou held to mark
75 years of Pakistan-
China friendship, the
prime minister said bilat-
eral ties were *deeper
than the ocean, higher
than the Himalayas, and
now touching the skies’.

He praised Chinese
President Xi Jinping for
transforming China into
a global economic and
military power, describ-
ing Hangzhou as

ingIT training and inter-
national certifications to
its young population,

adding that agriculture,

information technology,
economic zones, and
mines and minerals were
the four major sectors of
cooperation with China,

Shehbaz  Sharif
stressed the need to
swiftly convert MoUs
into practical agree-
ments and invited for-
eign investors to explore
Pakistan’s vast mineral
reserves and investment
opportunities.

‘Pakistan does not
need loans; it needs in-
vestment and expertise,”
he said, adding that
modern seeds, machin-
ery, and advanced farm-
ing techniques were es-

Sindh CM takes
strict notice of the
severe water shortage
in Karachi

KARACHI(INP): Sindh  to burst at three differ-
Chief Minister Syed ent locations.
Murad Ali Shah has According to him,
taken strict notice of the ~ due to the power disrup-
severe water shortage in  tion, two pumps at the
Karachi and directed the pumping station sud-
Karachi Water and Sew- denly shut down during
erage Corporation to im-  the night between May
mediately restore water 20and 21.
supply across the city. This caused fluc-
The Chief Minister tuations in pressure, re-
also sought a detailed sulting in damage to the
report from the relevant  pipeline at three points.
authorities regarding the In addition, ongo-
reasons behind the dis- ing work on the BRT
ruption in water supply. project partially dis-
He instructed that rupted water supply
repair and restoration from the FTM line, caus-
work on the affected ing the city to face a
lines continue without ~daily shortfall of approxi-
interruption and that the mately 48 million gallons
public be kept regularly of water. CEO
informed about the Ahmed Al Siddiqui said
progress. that both technical is-
Syed Murad Ali sues have now been
Shah further emphasized ~successfully resolved.
the need for effective He clarified that it may
17

sential to ag-
ricultural productivity.
also announced
plans to promote small
businesses in rural areas
and enhance value addi-
tion across industries.

flection of Xi’s vision
and leadership. Premier
said around 30% of the
memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs) signed
between the two coun-
tries had already been

ymeasures  take
in the futureto prevent more hours for the city’s
such incidents from re- water supply to fully re-
curring. During a brief- turn to normal.
ing, Water Board CEO Inview of the situa-
Ahmed Ali Siddiqui tion, the Water Board
stated that a power jerk administration has ap-

converted into agree-
ments worth billions of
dollars. He said Pakistan
was focusing on provid-

The prime minister fur-
ther said investors in
special economic zones
‘would receive one-win-

(clectrical surge) from K- pealed to Karachi resi-
Electric caused the 72-  dents to use water care-
inch Line No. 5 at the fullyuntil full restoration
Dhabeji pumping station ~ of supply is achieved.

Pakistan will continue

sincere efforts for last-

ing peace, mutual respect: Ishaq Dar

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar has
said that Pakistan will
continue its sincere
efforts for lasting
peace, mutual respect,
and regional stability.
In a post on X,
Dar thanked all stake-
holders involved in the
peace process, saying
that recent diplomatic
marked

edged the United Na-
tions Secretary-Gen-
eral Anténio Guterres
and regional partners,
including Saudi Arabia,
Tirkiye, Egypt, and
Qatar, for their contri-
butions to the process.

raising
Pakistan’s leadership.
he lauded Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif
for his vision and com-
mitment w peace, and
Field
Marshal Syed Asim
Munir for his key role
in the process, includ-
ing representing Paki-
stan in recent discus-
sions.

He also high-
lighted the efforts of
Pakistan’s Foreign
Ministry, saying sus-
tained diplomatic en-

an
important step to-
ward regional stability.
He noted that US
President  Donald
Trump held telephone
conversations with
leaders of several
Muslim countries, in-
cluding Pakistan,
Saudi  Arabia,
Tiirkiye, Qatar, Egypt,
the UAE, and Jordan.
He described the ini-
tiative as a si

%
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gagement had helped
advance the outcome.

Dar reiterated that
Pakistan supports all

bility, adding that dia-
logue and diplomacy
must be prioritized
over confrontation and

Net Metering Delays: Power Minister Sets
June 1 Deadline for DISCOs

ISLAMABAD
(INP):  Federal Min-
ister for Power and
Energy Awais Leghari
has taken strict notice
of the ongoing delays
in processing net me-
tering connections.
According  to
sources, the Energy
Minister has directed
all power distribution
companies (DISCOs)
to fast-track the pro-
vision of net metering
connections. He has
also decided to penal-
ize DISCOs that delib-
crau.]y delay the pro-

The briefing also
highlighted that the
time taken to resolve
these issues signifi-
cantly exceeds the
limit fixed by the Na-
tional Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA).

Expressing decp
concern over the slow
pace of installations,
the Minister has di-
rected all DISCOs to
clear the backlog and
install the remaining
net metering connec-
tions by June 1

Minister Leghari
explicitly stated that
administrative action
will be taken against
the Superintending
Engineers (SEs), Ex-

e

Durmg a briefing,
the Minister was in-
formed that as many
as 1,355 net metering

connections are cur- ecutive Engineers
rently pending across (XENs), and Sub-Di-
various DISCOs. visional  Officers

Furthermore,
transformers have not
been properly tagged
with net metering con-
sumers, leading to the
rejection of several

(SDOs) of the worst-
performing DISCOs.
He warned that
officers who fail to
improve their perfor-
mance will have their

Earlier, t he Na-
tional Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA has
amended the Solar
Regulations 2026 and
issued a fresh notifica-
tion regarding net me-
tering.

According to the
notification, no
changes will be made
to the existing agree-
ments of current solar
net metering consum-

e

s.
It states that the
licenses of already
registered solar users
will remain valid until
their expiry, and billing
for these consumers
will continue under the
terms of their previous
agreements.

The notification
further clarifies that if
any consumer makes
changes to their solar
capacity, they will not
be entitled to the ear-
lier rates. The revised
regulations will come

ruary 9, 2026.

NEPRA had ecar-
lier abolished the “unit-
for-unit™ system for
net metering users, in-
troducing changes in
the billing mechanism
for solar energy con-
sumers.

On February 11,
2026, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif took
notice of the new
regulations issued by
the National Electric
Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA)
concerning solar en-

)
<3

y.
Chairing a special
meeting on the matter,
the Prime Minister di-
rected the Power Di-
vision to file a review
appeal with NEPRA
to ensure the protec-
tion of existing con-
tracts of solar con-
sumers. He
emphasised that all
possible measures
must be taken to safe-
guard the rights of cur-

applications. bonuses withheld. into effect from Feb- rent solar users.
Motorway police UNESCO adds three
issueimportant message | Sindh forts to tentative
for commuters World Heritage list

ISLAMABAD (INP)
The National Highways
and Motorway Police
(NHMP) has an-
nounced that its emer-
gency helpline 130 is
partially disrupted due
to a technical fault,
prompting authorities
to issue alternative con-
tact numbers for mo-
torists and travellers.
nln an official state-
ment, the NHMP said
the temporary disrup-
tion had affected some
helpline services, add-
ing that alternative num-
bers for various
motorway police sec-
tors had been provided
to ensure uninterrupted
assistance  during

to minimise disruption
for travellers.

The NHMP also
stated that further guid-
ance and complaints
could be submitted
through its official so-
cial media handle,
(@NHMPofficial.

Officials said tech-
nical teams were
working to resolve the
issue and urged motor-
ists to immediately
contact the nearest
motorway police unit if
assistance was re-
quired during travel.

The National High-
ways and Motorway
Police is a federal law
enforcement agency
responsible for traffic

KARACHI (INP): Three
cultural and archaeo-
logical sites from
Pakistan’s southern
Sindh province have
been e to
[ESCO’s tentative list
of World Heritage Sites,
according to state media
reports. The sites in-
clude Kot Diji Fort,
Naukot Fort, and
Umerkot Fort, all recog-
nized for their historical
and cultural importance.
The inclusion on

the tentative list is an
initial step toward secur-
ing full World Heritage
status from the United
Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
rganization
(UNESCO), which des-
ignates sites of out-
i ornatu-

cluding traces of the
Indus Valley Civilization,
along with centuries-old
architectural traditions
and cultural heritage.
ot Diji Fort, built
in the 18th century,
along with Naukot and
Umerkot forts,
are historic desert
fortifications linked to
regional defense sys-
tems and trade routes in

UNESCO’s official
website confirms that all
three sites are now part
of its tentative list,
which serves as an i
ventory of properties
countries plan to nom
nate for future inscrip-
tion.

Only sites included
on this Tist are eligible
ion for full

T
safety and crime pre-
vention cross
Pakistan’s motorways.

. national high-
ways and express-
ways. Its headquarters

Motorway police
authorities advised
members of the public
to contact the relevant
motorway police units
through the substitute

sincere efforts for conflict for shared | numbersin theeventof are based in Islamabad.
peace, mutual re- prosperity and secu- | accidents, _ Helpline 130 is
spect, and regional sta-  rity. emergencies or widely used by motor-

roadside re- ists for y as-
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development for sta-

bility in the region.
Dar also  ex-
pressed appreciation
for U.S. Vice Presi-
dent J.D. Vance, Sec-
retary of State Marco
Rubio, and the broader

H is- [ 1
American team, prais- §-y-| £l W BURGNG PO | |2 b0
ing their commitment CBPSAT KL MAZAR] KR DAZZ| MATT PR
to dialogue and diplo- £ DETRLT - DERA  BUGT. TIE
macy. T | CORSTRUCTION OF FEW EIRING PO T B R

further CIETRIC!
thanked Iranian Presi- —
dent Masoud Fukes - H14. Eligihiity of

Pezeshkian and other
Iranian leadership fig-
ures, including Foreign
Minister Abbas
Araghchi and Speaker
Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, for their con-
structive role.

The deputy prime
minister also acknowl-
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quirements. The
motorway police
apologised for the in-
convenience and said
efforts were underway
to maintain support
services through the
backup contact system

sistance, accident re-
porting and travel guid-
ance, while the NHMP
regularly issues public
awareness advisories
regarding traffic safety
and motorway regula-

tions.
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ral value.

Smdh Minister for
Culture, Tourism and
Anl)qulues Syed
Zulfiqar Ali Shah, as
quoted by Radio Paki-
stan,

said the develop-
ment would play a key
role in promoting Sindh’s
cultural heritage at the
global level.

Sindh is home to
some of South Asia’s
oldest civilizations, in-

World Heritage status, a
process that typically in-
volves detailed evalua-
tion over several years.
Pakistan already hosts
several UNESCO World
Heritage Sites, including
Mohenjo-daro, Taxila,
Lahore Fort, and the
Shalimar Gardens.

, withnew additions
to the tentative list seen
asa step toward expand-
ing its global cultural
representation.
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DAILY QUETTAVOICE

CM Sarfraz Bugti Vi

its Chaman Phatak Blast Victims in

Quetta, Reaffirms Resolve Agamst Terrorism

NEWS DESK
QUETTA: Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti visited the
Trauma Center in Quetta
on Sunday to meet those
injured in the Chaman
Phatak bomb blast and
review the medical care
being provided to them.

ring the visit, the
Chief Minister person-
ally met the injured vic-
tims, inquired about
their health, and ex-
pressed his heartfelt
wishes for their swift re-
covery. He also met with
family members of the
victims and received de-
tailed updates on treat-
ment facilities,
healthcare services, and
overall arrangements for
the injured.

Health officials, in-
cluding Mujeeb ur
Rehman Panizai and Dr.
Malik Kamran Kasi,
briefed the Chief Minis-
ter on the condition of
the patients and the on-

going medicalresponse.
Bugti di-
rectedthe Honin Depart-
ment to ensure that all
injured individuals re-
ceive the highest stan-
dard of medical care
without delay.
stressed that no negli-

gence in treatment would
be tolerated and assured
families that the provin-
cial government would
continue supporting the
vietims until their com-
plete recovery.

Strongly condemn-
ing the Chaman Phatak

terrorism is not only the
responsibility of our se-
curity forces; it is a col-
lective national effort
that requires unity from

every citizen,” he sai
Bugti noted that Pa-
kistan, particularly
Balochistan, has made
ices in the

Quetta Compensation
Committee Reviews Relief Measures
for Train Accident Victims

QUETTA: An emer- were also held regard-
gency meeting of the ing the medical treat-
District Compensation ment being provided to
Committee washeldin the injured and pos-
Quetta under the sible relief measures
chairmanship of for the affected fami-
Mut d Anwar lies.

sessment report of all

losses at the earliest
possible time so that
compensation and re-
lief assistance can be
provided to the victims
without delay.

battle against terrorism
and vowed that these
sacrifices would not be
in vain. He added that
attacks targeting inno-
cent civilians under the
guise of ideology or free-
dom serve external agen-
das and would be de-
feated through national
unity and public resil-
ience. Reaffirming the
government’s commit-
ment to lasting peace,
the Chief Minister said
that terrorists would be
overcome through col-
lective resolve and that
the sacrifices made for a
peaceful and secure
Balochistan would al-
ways be remembered.

blast, the Cl-uemels(er
described the attack as
a cowardly act aimed at
disrupting peace and
stability. He said such
incidents cannot shake
the nation’s determina-
tion m defeat terrorism.

e fight against

Vice Chancellor of University of Gwadar and Two Others

NEWS DESK
QUETTA/
MASTUNG: Re-
nowned Brahui-lan-
guage scholar, educa-
tionist, and Vice Chan-
cellor of University of
Gwadar, Abdul
Razzaq Sabir
Sarparah, has been
safely  recovered
along with Pro Vice
Chancellor Dr.
Manzoor Dost and
Vice Chancellor’s
Public Relations Of-
ficer Irshad Baloch.

According  to
sources, the three of-
ficials were released
by their abductors and
later found near
Mastung. The abduc-
tors reportedly left
them in the area be-
fore fleeing.

The recovery of

Safely Recovered After Abduction

ficial estigations are ex-

The committee
was further briefed on

Kakar to review the
situation of the vic-

Participants in the
meeting reaffirmed

their commitment to
ensuring maximum
support for the af-
fected families.

It was also agreed
that all departments
would continue coor-
dinated relief and re-
habilitation efforts to
assist those impacted
by the tragic incident.

tims, martyrs, and in- preliminary data con-
jured individuals af- cerning damage
fected by the recent caused to vehicles,
train accident. buildings,

During the meet- and other proper-
ing, relevant depart- ties as a result of the
ments provided com- incident. Officials
plete lists of the de- from concerned de-
ceased and injured partments were di-
persons, rected to prepare a

while discussions comprehensive as-
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the senior
figures has brought
relief to their families,
colleagues, and the
academic community

across Bal

Abdul Razzaq Sabir
Sarparah is widely rec-
ognized for his contri
butions to Brahui lit-

erature,

academic development

in the province.
Authorities have

not yet released an of-

garding the circum- pected to determine
stances surrounding the details of the inci-
the abduction or the dent and identify those
recovery. Further in- ibl
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Changez Marri Calls for Sarfaraz Bugti’s

'WEB DESK: Pakistan
Muslim  League-N
(PML-N) leader and
member of  the
Balochistan Assembly
Nawab Changez Marri
has demanded the resig-
nation of Mir Sarfaraz
Bugti, holding the pro-
vincial government re-
sponsible for the wors-
ening security situation
in Balochistan.
Speaking on the de-
teriorating law and order
situation, Marri said the
provincial administra-
tion had failed to fulfill
its primary responsibil-
ity of protecting the
lwes ang property of citi-

He argued that re-
peated incidents of vio-

lence and insecurity had

Pishin Police
Tighten Security
Measures Ahead

of Eid-ul-Adha
PISHIN: Naveed Alam
has announced that a
comprehensive security
plan has been finalized
to protect the lives and
property of citizens dur-
ing Eid al-Adha in
Pishin. Speakmg toa

Resignation as Balochistan CM

croded public confl-
dence in
government’s ablllly to

effective policies and a
lack of tangible progress
in addressing the root
causes of unrest.
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“The people of He called for urgent Ll
Balochistandeserve ac- measures to restore
ip peace,
and effective gover- ernance, and rebuild FABOG, AHD @ WD
ance,” Marri said, a pubhclmsl ecognized regisierd By tha PAl

arri’s remarks
come amid increasing
political debate over se-
curity, governance, and
the government’s per-
formance in tackling law
and order issues across
Balochistan.

n:
ing that the chief minis-
ter should step down
and accept responsibil-
ity for the province’s se-
curity challenges.

The PML-N law-
maker also criticized
what he described as in-
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led by Mﬂllk Mohib
Tareen, the SSPsaid that
snap checking has been
intensified at the city’s
entry and exit points as
well as other sensitive
locations to maintain
law and order during the
Eid holidays. During the
meeting, detailed discus-
sions were held regard-
ing the overall security
situation in the district
and special arrange-
ments being imple-
mented for Eid-ul-Adha.

SSP Captain (R)
Naveed Alam stated that
additional police person-
nel have been deployed
at Eidgahs, mosques,
and cattle markets to en-
sure foolproof security.

He added that po-
lice mobile patrols and
motorcycle squads have
also been increased to
prevent street crimes
and avoid.
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Pakistan unportlng cotton from US, Brazﬂ even before local glnmng season

NEWS DESK: In an == 4 - . Dar to increase cotton
unprecedented devel- y - 5 2 production and elimi-
opment in Pakistan’s . r - E n nate undocumented
history, local textile : K= = business practices in
mills have begun mas- the cotton sector.

sive cotton imports The new cotton
from the United States year has started with
even before the start record-high prices

of the new cotton gin-  F& 1Ok 3 across the cotton
ning scason, as the 1 i = - ¥ X value chain. Cotton
country has virtually . S - . - prices have climbed to
run out of cotton - . oW + = - Rs23,000 per maund,

stocks, triggering a < X N . % phutti toRs12,500 per
sharp surge in domes- ‘ X ; s N y ¢ 40kg, cottonseed to
tic cotton and phutti Rs5,200 per maund
prices. - 5 d - e and oil cake to
Reports suggest AN - - > A § - 7 e Rs4,800 per maund —
that local textile mills = A - - 3 all historic highs in
have purchased an g y i = ! Pakistan.
extraordinary 206,100 4 . . 2 » b However, market
bales — around 95pc— observers  believe
of the total 216,000 prices may begin eas-
bales of the US 2026- ing after Eidul Azha
27 cotton crop sold . holidays as a large
during the past week. | number of ginning fac-
The millers are also | tories in Punjab and
importing cotton on a Sindh are expected to
large scale from Bra- become operational.
zil. The partial arriv-
During fiscal year als of imported cotton
2026-27, the country have resumed after
may spend billions of prolonged disruption
dollars in foreign ex- caused by the Gulf
change on the import v AVl conflict. Reports of
ofcottonand edible oil, Rahim Yar Khan, Cotton Association in international cotton oping the on cotton, cottonseed, ies, alongside reduc- improving Iran-US re-

potentially the highest  Pakistan’s largest cot- (KCA), one of the two markets. subcontinent’s first vi-  cottonseed oil, oil cake  tions in energy tariffs lations and Chinese
import bill in the ton-producingzone,is major institutions rep- Another worrying  rus-free cotton variety. and oil dirt in the up- and markup rates. mediation in easing
country’s history for undermining efforts to resenting Pakistan’s development is the Cotton Ginners coming federal bud- The textile indus- Pakistan-Afghanistan

these commodities.  restore cotton cultiva- cotton sector globally, construction of a Forum Chairman get. Meanwhile, the try also wants imple- tensions could reopen
Despite repeated tion. Sugar millsin cot- is sealed since Dec 12, gymkhana club at the Ihsanul Haq says the All Pakistan Textile mentation of the cot- the Afghan border,
announcements re- tonbelt, other anti-cot- 2025 ductoanalleged Central Cotton Re- Pakistan Cotton Gin- Mills  Association tonrevival programme potentially allowing
garding cotton revival, ton policies among the ownership dispute, search Institute ners  Association (APTMA) has sought finalised under the around 300,000 cotton
the approval of an- causes of production leaving the country (CCRI) lands, once (PCGA)hasproposed the withdrawal of su- leadership of Deputy bales from Afghani-
other sugar mill in decline The Karachi without representation renowned for devel- abolition of sales tax per tax and other lev- Prime Minister Ishaq stan into Pakistan.

Amid Mideast conflict, Indian finance Govt plans Wapda security force
minister calls for focus on for water projects
'3Fs' fuel, fertiliser and forex NEWS DESK: The gov-  in Balochistanand along ~ Pakistan Army, in addi- ~in notified areas across

. In- i N : > | ernment has decided to  the route up to Gilgit- tion to Wapda’s internal ~ the country with spe-

NEWS DESK: In- avoid gold purchases, text, = o nirandia, the world's | ereate a new “Wapda Baltistan, but Wapda ~sccurity, local policeand  cific responsibility for

ian Finance Minister among other austerity India has been third-largest oil im- | gecyrity Force” to pro- projects did not fall un- Rangers or Frontier Con-  the security of water
Nirmala Sitharaman measures, to better reeling under the ef- porter and consumer, | vide dedicated security der the CPEC security stabulary in other prov- projects.

urged the country on manage the energy fect of rising crude raised prices of petrol | to major water sector in-  arrangement. inces. For example, it will

Monday to focus on shock and economic prices and supply dis- and diescl again on | frastructure projects He said a special ar- Following consul- provide security to the

fuel, fertiliser and for- headwinds. ruptions after the clo- Monday, the fourth in- | across the country and rangement was there- tations with the Chinese K-4 Greater Water Sup-

cign exchange and un- “The prime minis- sure of the Strait of crease in May in a bid | associated workers, par-  fore needed, adding that ~ side, the prime minister ply Scheme in Sindh in
derlined Prime Minis- ter givingacalltocon- Hormuz due to the to recoup some | ticularly those from Wapda’s entire security ~directed that CPEC-level  addition to Rangers and
fer Narendra Modi’s serve forcign ex- US-Isracl waron Iran. losses. China, system was being re-  security cover should be local police, and work

N ; N . i ices. of -' i The force is being vamped. available toall projects, alongside FC forces in
plea to conserve for- change, as far as pos High prices of  Sitharaman said | . .oq (406 BE ™R ficial ecalled  particularly those in. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

cign exchange as sible, is very impor- crude, fertilisers and that the =~ Indian| w5 Security Force that an attack on Dasu  volving Chinese nation- and Balochistan.

“veryimportant”amid tant,” Sitharaman said, - gold are creating some - government’s revenue | e 2026, which has al- project staff and the re- als and generally to The force will en-
the Gulf crisis. adding that the stress  challenges on the ex- 1s expected to be hit | reqdy been forwarded to  sultant loss of lives led other water sector sure the safety and se-

Earlier thismonth, on *3Fs’ — fuel, ternal front, by one trillion rupees | parliament. to the suspension of the  projects of national im- ~curity of installations,
Modi calledon Indians  fertiliser and foreign Sitharaman added, in FY27 due to a re- “The Wapda Secu- project by the Chinese ~portance. dams, powerhouses, ma-

to conserve fuel and exchange — should

while speaking at an duction in excise du- | rity Force is being con-  side for well over a year. The Wapda Secu- chinery. equipment, of-
foreign exchange and be viewed in this con-

event in Mumbai. ties on fuel. stituted to ensure the Work later resumed after —rity Force, tobe ledbya  fices, personnel and resi-
protection and security top-level government director general, most dences of personnel and
!| of critical infrastructure engagement and pay- likely from the armed prevent offences related
managed by the Water ment of compensation, ~forces, will be respon- o them. The superinten-

and Power despite cost escalations sible for the security of ~dence of the Wapda Se-
Deve -lopment Author- and delays. critical infrastructure, in-  curity Force will vest in
ity,” reads the statement A CPEC-like secu- cluding dams and power the federal government,
of objects and reasons. rity arrangement was plants essential for the while its control will re-

The decisionto cre- later extended to other country’s economic sta- main with Wapda.
ate a standalone force projects involving Chi- bility and security. The force will en-
follows two terrorist at- nese workers through a The new force, with  sure adequate security

tacks on engineers and major outer security its ownuniform, insignia arrangements in notified
workers of the over $6 cover provided by the and stamp, will operate areas.
billion Dasu Hydro-
power Project in Novem-
ber 2021 and March
2024, in which several
Chinese and Pakistani
workers were killed.
Initially, CPEC-re-
lated security was ex-
tended to the Dasu

PSX opens shortened trading pojct

An official ex-

week on bullish note; KSE-100 gains 4,000 | slncdat wospect!

security divisions of the

points during intraday trade ond South) previded s

—

;-;- %

-~

-1 | curity to CPEC projects - iy
h wow o oW o W Oil slips to two-week low as US and Iran seen
moving closer to deal

s NEWS DESK: Ol prices to rush into any deal. ~ Foreign ~ Ministry UBS analyst Giovanni

\ fell more than 4% to two- "We've been at this  Spokesperson Esmaeil ~Staunovo said. Two lig-

o week lows ?on Monday ~stage before, only for Baghaei said on Mon- uefied natural gas tank-

as optimism grew that talks to break down. day that Iran was nego- ers were exiting the

. the United States and Therefore, the market tiating an end to the war ~ Strait on Monday, head-

Iran were moving closer  will likely be more cau- and was not currently ing to Pakistan and

- t0 a peace deal, even tious about Zoverreact- discussing nuclear is- China, ?while a super-

"y Wmao, - . though they remain at ing," said Warren sues. Meanwhile, ana- tanker with Iraqi crude

y i - . odds over key issues Patterson, head of com- lysts expect a return to ~left the Gulf for China on

. suchas blockades on the  modities strategyat ING.  riormal oil flows through ~ Saturday %after being

. Strait of Hormuz. Both sides played the strait totake months, stranded ?for nearly

i | I Brent crude futures down hopes for an im- while damaged oil and three months, shipping

] T 120U il £ ] were down $4.44, or minent breakthrough gas facilities are re- data showed. US energy

4.3%,10$99.10abarrel %on Monday, with US paired. "We continue to firms responded to

2at0822 GMT, while US  Secretary of State Marco ~ believe that the key fac- higher local energy

. . . West Texas Rubio saying there will ~tors for the oil ?market prices by adding oil and

NEWS DESK: The an intraday low of The price of 167,000-pointlevel. | futures were at$92.24a either be a good agree- to watch should be ?the natural gas rigs for the

Pakistan Stock 170,161.66 points at North Sea Brent According to Arif | barrel, down $4.36, or ment or Washington physical oil flows?, and fifth week in a row, for

Exchange’s (PSX) 12:47pm, still in the crude and West Texas Habib Ltd, the KSE- | 4.5%. Both “contracts woulddealwnh"[ran %in  so far, ﬂowsthrough the  the first time since Feb-
benchmark index be- green with a gain of Intermediate slipped 100 index gained 2,248 | touched their lowest "another way." Iran's Strait remain restricted,” ruary 2025,

gan the week on a 2,317.42 points. close to Spe to $99.41  points, or 1.36 per cent | since May7 earlier in the
strong note on Mon- The development and $92.49 a barrel, week-on-week, to SL‘?SS‘%“S On %aluréiay‘
day, gaining over comes amid hopes respectively. settle at 167,844.24 n“eld ‘?l!es Tes e"é
4,000 points during that a deal between Despite  last- points. w:’s‘;m m;“‘;‘n% slra;n
intraday trading. the United States and minute jitters, the The rally was|paq ”la%gely negoti-

KSE-100 gained Iran to open the Strait stock market had largely driven by ex- | ared" an understanding
4,013.17 pointsor2.39  of Hormuz could be closed last week in pectations of progress | on a peace deal that
per cent to stand at announced soon. green territory amid in US-Iran talks, with | would reopen the Strait
171,857.41 points at  Earlier today, improving diplomatic Pakistan reportedly | of Hormuz, which carried
3:24pm from the pre- Tehran acknowledged signals surrounding playingarolein facili- | a fifth of global ship-
vious  close  of that both sides have the Middle East con- tating backchannel di- | ments of oil and lique-
167,844.24 points. ~ “reached a conclu- flict, which lifted in- plomacy. fied natural gas before

The market sion” on many issues, vestor i and The devel the conflict.
opened with bullish but cautioned that an encouraged value- eased concerns over | ;io" emain at odds
momentum, gaining agreement was not hunting across key possible oil supplydis- | qver several difficult is-
3,594 pointsat9:30am  necessarily imminent. sectors, pushing the ruptions and supported | sues, with Trump saying
ﬁom Friday’s close. Oil prices also fell  benchmark KSE-100 equity market perfor- | on Sunday he had told

It then dipped to on Monday. index above the mance. his representatives not

However, the ?two
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Spurs survive as Guardlola, Salah say Premier League farewells

NEWSDESK:
Tottenham secured Pre-
‘mier League survival on
adra--matic final day of
the season on Sunday
as West Ham’s 14-year
stay in the top division
came to an end.

Spurs kicked off
against Everton need-
ing, realistically, only a
draw to avoid relegation
for the first time since
1977 — as they sat two
points clear of the Ham-
‘mers with a significantly
better goal difference.

Joao Paulinha re-
leased the mounting
pressure  at  the
Tottenham Hotspur Sta-
dium just before half-
time, poking home after
his header thundered
back off a post.

The  Portugal
midfielder was mobbed
by his teammates as
head coach Roberto De
Zerbi sprinted down the
touchline, turning to cel-
ebrate with ecstatic fans
in the London sunshine.

That goal left Nuno
Espirito Santo’s West
Ham, then drawing 0-0
with Leeds, needing a
favour from Everton,
even if they went on to
win their match.

Just a few miles
away, at the London Sta-

ium, Valentin
Castellanos gave West
Ham some hope midway
through the second half

o=

as he fired the Irons in
front.Jarrod Bowen and
Callum Wilson made it 3-
Oat the full-time whistle
but it was too little too
late for the Hammers as
anervy Spurs held on to
secure all three points.
Spurs have enjoyed

oy
.

.
a mini-revival in recent
weeks under De Zerbi,
who arrived in late
March as the club’s third
manager of the season.
elegation would
have been financially di-
sastrous for the ninth-
richest club in the world,

who won the Europa
League last season un-
der former boss Ange
Postecoglou.

The Hammers, who
were promoted to the
English top division in
2012, will join Burnley
and Wolves in the Cham-

pionship next season.
Pep farewell
Manchester City
boss Pep Guardiola
walked out at the Etihad
for the final time as man-
ager after a decade of
almost unbroken suc-
cess, with newly

crowned Europa League
winners Aston Villa the
visitors. The Catalan on
Friday confirmed reports
that he was leaving the
club after 10 years in
charge, with six Premier
League titles and the
Champions League in

his huge collection of
silverware.

A huge banner
rippled over the heads
of the fans bearing a gi-
ant image of Guardiola,
with the messages
“Game Changer” and
“History Maker”.

There were smaller
banners either side to
mark the departures of
long-serving defender
John Stones and
midfielder Bernardo
Silva.

Antoine Semenyo
gave the home side the
lead but Ollie Watkins,
named this week in
England’s World Cup
squad, scored twice to
secure fourth spot in the
table for Villa.

Elsewhere on a day
of significant depar-
tures, Mohamed Salah
and Andy Robertson
revelled in a party atmo-
sphere at Anfield as they
said farewell to the club.

Just a week ago
Salah, 33, undermined
Liverpool boss Arne
Slot when he called for a
return to the “heavy
metal football” played
under former boss
Jurgen Klopp.

But Slot included
the “Egypt-ian King” —
third on the list of
Liverpool’s all-time
goalscorers — in his
starting line-up along-
side Scotland defender
Roberlson

Banners in the
crowd celebrated both
players, one saying
“Thank you legends”.
Another said: “We Have
Gone From Great To
Glory. Salah Is Our
King”.

Greek swimmer cashes in with 'world

record' at Enhanced Games

NEWS DESK:Greek
swimmer  Kristian
Gkolomeev earned a $1
‘million bonus for beating
a world record while
sprinter Fred Kerley won
aweak 100 metres as the
drug-friendly Enhanced
Games made a hyper-
bolic debut at a casino
car park in Las Vegas on
Sunday.

Gkolomeev, who
failed to make the po-
dium in four Olympics,
posted a time of 20.81
seconds in the 50 metres
freestyle, 0.07 seconds
faster than the official
world record held by
Australia’s Cameron
McEvoy.

The time in the final
event of the Enhanced
programme will not make
official record books be-
cause competitors’ re-
sults are considered ille-
gal by global sporting
authorities.

The  Enhanced
Games endorses ath-
letes who use sub-
stances banned by the
World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA), while
the swimmers are also
allowed to wear polyure-
thane “super-suits™
bannedin 2010.

hat did not stop
organisers from hailing
Gkolomeev’s “world
record” swim.

he Greek also

NEWS DESK:Ukraine’s
unbe-aten heavyweight
world  cha- mpiun
Oleksandr s:
sto-p-—ped Dutch fcxmcr
kickboxer Rico
Verhoeven with one sec-
ond left in the
penultimate round of a
WBC title fight on
Sat-urday to avoid one
of the gre-atest boxing
upsets ofall time.

The ‘Glory in Giza”
fight at the Pyramids of
Egypt was considered a
mismatch, but
Verhoeven, whose sole
previous professional
boxing fight was 12
years ago, tore up the
Script in mind-boggling
fashion from the open-

ing bell.
It took until the
fourth for Usyk to have

a round that was clearly
his, but the champion
was unable to capitalise
on it with the bigger and
heavier Verhoeven still
taking the fight to him.

With Usyk tipping
the scales heavier than
ever before, and
loo-king strangely le-
thargic at times, the 39-
year-old Ukrai-nian went
into the penultimate
round needing to pull
something out of the
bag to be sure of a win
most had taken for
granted.

earned a $1 million
“world record” bonus
last year for a swim of
20.89 seconds in a su-
per-suit, organisers said
atthe time.

Gkolomeev heaved
his young son in the air
and caught him as he cel-
ebrated with his family
by the Las Vegas pool,
having also banked
$250,000 for winning the
race.
Life-changing
money

“(;rcdl race. Ihad a
lot of fun. This is amaz-
ing,” said the Bulgaria-
born 32-year-old.

“Thad a mistake on
the break-out and I got

Scorecards pub-
lished by The Ring
magazine afterwards
showed two of the three
judges had the fight tied
95-95 goinginto the 11th
of 12 rounds and the
other had Verhoeven
ahead 96-94.

Stopped at two min-
utes and 59 seconds

The decisive mo-
ment came right at the

nd, with Usyk
dro-pping Verhoeven
with a right uppercut and
the Dutch-man beating
the 10 count but not the
referee, who stepped in
to wave off further pun-
ishment.

The ring an-
nouncer timed the stop-
page at two minutes and
59 seconds of round 11.

a little bit nervous, but
then the rest of the swim-
ming was good, so I got
it.

“I'm going tosay it’s
not bad at all,” he added
of the prize money.

“This is going to
change my life to the
good, for sure.

“It’s a big help for
me and my family. And
yeah, I'm going to con-
tinue next year. Maybe
T’ll break it again.”

Global swimming
body World Aquatics
has condemned the En-
hanced Games as a “cir-
cus, built on short-cuts”.

Evoy, who set
his world record at a

Usyk avoids shock defeat with 11th
round stoppage of Verhoeven

“Ithought it was an
early stoppage, but in
the end it’s not up to
me,” Vcrlmcvcn 37, told
DAZN. he referee
knows that we are almost
at the end of the round,
50 either let me go out
on my shield or let the
bell go.

“But you know
was already super thank-
ful for the opportunity
as well,” he added,
pitching  for
rematch. Verhoeven was
fighting only for the
WBC belt, with Usyk
risking also the loss of
his WBA and IBF ones,
which would have been
declared vacant titles
had he been beaten.

In the end, the 39-
year-old Ukrainian ex-

competition in China in
March, did not receive a
financial reward. Worl

Aquatics only pays bo-
nuses for records set in
competitions  they

1t’s crazy to think
that to get a world record
without a suit, and with-
out any performance-
enhancing drugs, as a
clean athlete, the bonus
is zero dollars,” McEvoy
said in March.

On the Enhanced
track, American former
world champion Kerley
won the 100 metres in
9.97 seconds, well short
of his personal best of
9.76.

tended his record to 25
unbeaten fights and re-
tained all three titles.
“This fight was
hard. Tt was a good ﬂght
1 was just boxmﬁ
right uppercut, ba
Bang, bang, bang.
Thank you, God.” he
said, with Britain’s
former heavyweight
champion Anth-ony
Joshua and Hollywood
ct-i-on star Jason
Smlham in the crowd.
Right now, in
Ukraine, my peoplé and
my country — there is
bombing. My people are
sitting in bomb shelters.

Travis Head and his wife suffer online
abuse after cricketer's spat with India's
Kohli during IPL match

ca have been sub-
jected to a barrage of
online abuse after the
Australian cricketer was
embroiled in a spat with
India great Virat Kohli
juring an Indian Premier
League (IPL) match.
The players
clashed during the T20
match between Head’s
Sunrisers Hyderabad
and Kohli’s Royal Chal-
lengers Bengaluru on
Friday.

Heated words were
exchanged between the
two before Kohli was
dismissed for 15 and his
team slumped toa 55-run
defeat.

As the two sets of
players lined up for the
post-game handshakes,
Kohli ignored Head’s
outstretched arm but
shook hands with the
other players.

The Tnstagram ac-
counts for Head and Jes-
sica have since been

ooded with abusive

comments, apparently
from fans of the former
India captain.

Jessica told The
Advertiser newspaper
that her friends and fam-
ily had also received
hateful private mes-

es.
“I woke up to my
socials blasting ... we
are fine but they are at-
tacking my friends and
family,” she said Mon-
day, according to the
reports.“Passion will al-
ways be part of sport,

but so is remembering
there are real people and
families behind the

game.

“Hopefully, this en-
courages more kindness
and support for one an-
other.”

She also said it felt
like “a repeat of the
abuse that happened af-
ter the World Cup”, re-
ferring to the 2023 50-
over tournament when
Australia beat hosts In-
dia in the final in
Ahmedabad.

Real end troubled La Liga season with

victory; Mallorca, Girona relegated

NEWS DESK:Real
Madrid ended a troubled
La Liga campaign with a
4-2 win over Athletic
Bilbao in Alvaro
Arbe-loa’s last game at
the helm, while Mallorca
and Girona were rel-
egated from the Spanish
top flight on Saturday.

Inthe final round of
fixtures, Mallorca de-
feated already-relegated
Real Oviedo 3-0 to reach
42 points, but it was not
enough to survive.

Girona were held to
a 1-1 draw by Elche,
which kept the visitors
up and sent the Catalan
side down, just one sea-
son after they played in
the Champions League.

Veteran Polish
striker Rob-ert
Lewandowski scored for
champions Barcelona in
his final match for the
club, but go-als from
Javi Guerra, Luis Ri-o-ja
and Guido Rodriguez
sna-tched a 3-1 victory
for Valencia.

Celta Vigo wrapped
up Europa League quali-
fication with a 1-0 win
over Sevilla to come
sixth, while Getafe
secu-red seventh and a
Conference League
berth witha 1-0 win over
Osasuna.

My family. My daughter
sentme amessage: Papa,
Tlove you, you win. I'm
afraid. 1 said, *Oh my
arad

Dani Carvajal, play-
ing his last game for Real
Madrid, produced a sen-
sational ball for Gonzalo

Garcia to fire the second-
hosts ahead

England interna-
tional Jude Bellingham
scored a superb second,
before Gorka Guruzeta
slammed past Thibaut
Courtois for Ernesto
Valverde’s visitor:
before the break in the
coach’s last game at the
helm.

La Liga’s top
goalscorer  Kylian
Mbappe swept home
from outside the area for
Real’s third, his 25th goal
of the season in the top

L.
CARVAJAL’ S

thn Carvajal was
taken offwith 10 minutes
to go, both teams gave
the 34-year-old a guard

of honour as he bid an
emotional goodbye to
the Santiago Bernabeu.

Morocco interna-
tional Brahim Diaz
tucked home a fourth
late on as Madrid were
at least able to sign off
from a disappointing
trophyless campaign on
a high note, despite
Urko Izeta pulling an-
other back for Athletic.

“We haven’t had
two easy seasons but I
am sure we will come
back to win,

this is Real Madrid,”
said a tearful Carva-j
who won 27 trophies
with Real.

The defender
thanked his team-mates
past and present, presi-
dent Florentino Perez,
his family and the fans

in an emotional speech
on the pitch.

“Tam very proud of

being a Madridi
thank you for the impo:
sible comebacks, being
here in the good times
and bad,” he added.
“I just hope that
when you remember me
itis with pride and that I
gave everything for this
shirt.”

Levante survived in
16th and Osasuna in
17th despite defeats and
finishing on 42 points.
the same tally as rel-
egated Mallorca in 18th,
because of head to head
results between the
three sides.

“I'm broken, I want
to say sorry to every-
one,” said Mall-orca

midfielder Sergi Darder.




m NATIOANAL Tuesday,May.26.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE
PM hopes to host Islamabad Talks 2.0 ‘very soon’

NEWS DESK:After
indi--cations that Tehran
and Washington will
soon reach an under-
standing to end the
weeks-long war in the
Middle East, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on
Sunday expressed hope ister and Foreign Minis-
for another round of ter Ishaq Dar also
pesce éaﬁksbe}:{eené};ﬁ lauded | the = US
and Iran in Islama president’s leadership
“Very soon”. LAM and “commitment {o dia-
IS ABAD logue and diplomacy”,

veysiia;ksg\:/?&ng);rzg; TALKS TALK saying the call marked &
. | |

“Paklstan will con-
tinue its peace efforts
with utmost sincerity
and we hope to host the
next round of talks very
soon,”

Deputy Prime Min-

privy to developments significant step closer
suggested that while toward the shared objec-
Islamabad may yet serve tive of regional peace,
as the venue for another stability, and an early
round of talks between diplomatic outcome”. In
the warring sides, there a statement on X, Dar
were noimmediate signs commended the US and
of preparations for such Iranian leaders for their
ahigh-level event. sustained engagement.
A source close to He also praised the
PM Shehbaz told Dawn efforts of United Nations
that during his four-day chief Antonio Guterres
visit to China, the pre- as well as “‘our brotherly
mier had received “seri- regional partners and all
ous indications™ from other countries, with
the US and Iran regard- whom Iremained closely
ing delegation-level engaged throughout
talks, which could be this process™.
held soon in Pakistan. “The achievements
However, another of these negotiations
sou-rce claimed that not offer grounds for opti-
rece-ived any such Sources said the the first round of talks Earlier, in a tweet, Egypt, the UAE, and discuss the matters re- the entire process,” PM mism that a positive and
indications.“The prime government will make bet-ween the US and the PM congratulated Jordan.The US presi- latedtolranandaMemo- Shehbaz wrote, adding durable outcome is
minister is currently in necessary arrangements Iran in April, when US US Pre-sident Donald dent, in a post on his randum of Understand- that the discussions pro- within reach,” the DPM
China and no such ar- for the fresh round of = Vice Pre-sident D Vance ~Trump on his “exiraor- Truth Social platform, re-  ing pertaining to peace. ~ vided a useful opportu- wrote. “Dialogue and di-
rangements are being dialogue once the PM re- ~ arrived for indirect talks ~ dinary effo-rts” to pur- vealed thathe held a tele- Field Marshal nity to exchange views plomacy must prevail
made here... It see-ms  turns from China, but with Iran’s Parliament sue peace and for hold-  phone call with world Syed Asim Munir repre- —on the current regional ~over conflict and con-
that next round of dia- there was no confirma- Speaker Mohammad ing a very useful and leaders from Saudi sented Pakistan in the situation and how to frontation for the collec-
logue will not take place  tion on when these talks - Bagher Ghalibaf and ~productive” telephone  Arabia, Qatar, Turkiye, ~telephone call and I move the ongoing peace ~tive prosperity and secu-
erysoon,” a senior PM might take place. Foreign Minister Abbas call with Pakistan, Saudi  Egypt, the UAE, Bahrain, greatly appreciate his ~efforts forward to bring ity of our region and be-
Office official told Dawn. Islamabad hosted ~Araghchi. Arabia, Qatar, Turkiye, Jordan and Pakistan to tireless efforts during lasting peace in the re- yond,” he said.

JI chief demands reopening | Prince Aga Khan assures KP CM Sohail
of border with Afghanistan Afridi of investment in the province

NEWS DESK:Jamaat-i- the party’s struggle for gl channels. ) .
Islami (JT)chief Hafiz change of the system Speakingontheoc- | NEWSDESK : At the Lower large gathering of happy,” he told the tosupporting humani-
Naeemur Rehman has andan endto the rule of ~casion, JI Balochistan | Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chitral Airport, the community members gathering. tarian and develop-
demanded reopening of the *“imposed elite chiefand MPAMaulana | Chief Minister Sohail = chief minister was re- in the Passu area of Upon hisarrivalat ment efforts in Paki-
border crossings with class”.Rehman pro- Hidayatur = Rehman | Afridi on Monday met  ceived by local leaders Hunza on  Friday, NurKhanAirBascon stan during a meeting
Afghanistan, posed formation of a Baloch said province’s | visiting Prince Rahim and government offi- Prince Rahim Wednesday, with the president.

legalisation of trade with _joint commitice compris- ~resources should be | 11 Fussaini Aga Khan  cials. emphasised the impor- Prince Rahim A banquet was
Iran, and completion of - ing tribesmen and trad: - spent on the welfare of | 7 4t he [ ower Chitral He added that he tance of harmony was received by also held in the Aga

the Pakistan-Iran gas ers from both sides of its people. He said the | nce of I ) d by ik
pipeline project, saying the Pakistan-Afghani- Jamaat could address is- | AifPOrt, where the lat- - would attend a recep-  within families and so-  President Asif Ali Khan’s honour, at-

these measures are es-  stan border to facilitate sues such as missing | {er assured him of in-  tion ceremony held in  ciety, Zardari. tended by high-level
sential for economic sta-  the reopening of border persons, border clo- | Vestment in the prov- honour of Prince stating that strong ~~ He was presented  officials including
bility and publicrelief. ~ crossings in Chaman sures, unemployment, | ince. Rahim. and united families witha guardofhonour Prime Minister

Speaking at a pub- and other areas. insecurity, and corrup- Prince Rahim ar- The Ismaili spiri- form the foundation of at ~ Aiwan-i-Sadr, Shehbaz Sharif, Chief
lic meeting in Zhob un- Healso called for th  tion if given public sup- | rived in Pakistan on tual leader reached a prosperous and where he stood along- of Defence Forces
der the slogan “Badal establishment of special  port. Wednesday for a Gilgit-Baltistanon Fri- happy community. side the president as and Chief of the Army
Do Nizam” (Change the  border trade zones and He strongly con- | week-long visit — his day, where he urged “When families the national anthem Staff Field Marshal
System), Rehman an- - suggested assigning - demned the recent bomb | firg¢ to the country foilowers to and communitics re- was played. Asim Munir, and

nounced that JI would ~ tribes responsibility for ~blastin Quetta and ques-
launch a nationwide maintaining peace and tioned the failure of au-
strike after Eidul Azha securing trade routes. thorities to ensure pub-

since being named the ~ strengthen unity, pur- main united, they be- He reaffirmed the Deputy Prime Minis-
spiritual leader of the sue education and re- come stronger and Aga Khan Develop- ter and Foreign Min-

against unjust increases Criticising current lic safety despite large | ISmaili communitylast - main steadfastin faith. happier — and the ment  Network’s ister Ishaq Dar, among
in petrol and electricity border policies, he said allocations of funds for | year. . Addressing a Imam will also be (AKDN)commitment others.
prices and appealed to the border was selec- security institutions. He Speaking to re- . = i r

the people and business tively opened at night also expressed concern | porters during a visit
community for the benefit of a few over reports of coal | to Chitral, CM Afridi
Balochistan to fullysup» individuals while the trucks being set on fire | said he had made the
port the strike. livelihoods of thou- in Harnai and Loralai, | visit to welcome
He said the JI of- sands remained af- calling on  the | prince Rahim on his
fered a solution to the fected. He stressed that Balochistan government
problems being faced by trade with Iran, particu- to compensate affected “During th
Bal-ochistan and the larly petroleum prod- traders and ensure the | . Duringthe meet-
rest of the country, urg- ucts,  should  be safety of commercial ac- | ing With Prince Rahim
ing people to support regularised through le- tivities. AgaKhan, discussions
were held on the

Lashkari Raisani Slams Balochistan | provinee’s potentialas

ell as the

District Restructuring, Cites government's initia-

. N tives and goals,” the
1948 Agreement Violation chief minister said,
while lauding the ser-
vices of the Aga Khan
Foundation.

“‘We also dis-
cussed the establish-
ment of an Aga Khan
University and hospi-
tal in Peshawar,” CM
Afridi added. “Prince
Rahim Aga Khan as-
sured mvcstmcnt in
the province.” o'} 4 -\,_‘

PKMAP Rej ects Proposed Balochistan
District and Division Restructuring

NEWSDESK:
QUETTA: The pro-
StaffReporter: statusescomplicates life ers and local communi- | osce restreturing of
QUETTA: Senior politi- for local residents and ties to launch a demo- | §n° Balochistan  has
cian and prominent tribal deepens provincial cratic. constitutional | sparked strong criticiom
Ieader Nawabzada Haji _ instability.He noted that ~ struggle against these | from the Pakhtunkhwa
Lashkari Raisani has Mastung the histori- changes. Milli Awami Party
strongly denounced the cal headquarters of the  Turning his atien- | (PkMAP).

provincial government’s  Sarawan region—has tion to the security situ- | * which has expressed
restructuring of adminis-  been separated from ation, Raisani expressed | serious concerns over
tmtiveboundarcs,varKalat and inegrated dpigiefover eresent | reports * suggesting
ing that the creation of into Quetta, while blastin Quetta, lument- | changes (0 the

2,

arrival.

ers believe that discus-
sions  surrounding
Balochistan administra-
tive reforms, district re-
organization, and divi-
sional restructuring are
likely to remain a key is-
sue in provincial politics
in the coming months.

Demand for Consulta-

tion Be(‘nreAny

ision
PRMAD urged the

new divisions and dis- Kachhi has been ab- ing that has | province’s - Balochistan government
tricts threatens sorbed into the Sibi di- spread from volatile | tive boundaries. and relevant authorities
Balochistan’s historical vision. According to highways straight into In an official state- to ensure that all stake-
identity. Raisani, these adminis- urban hubs. ment, the party said that holders,

Speaking o journal- trative shifis are calcu- The former senator | any decision regarding including political
ists at Sarawan House on  lated efforts to erase lo- - also accused successive | the creation, merger, or parties, local representa-

Sunday, the former sena- - cal heritage."These ac- ~ governments of exploit- | reorganization  of ~ ConcernsOver  based on transparent The leadership tives, and affected com-

tor argued that these tions are designed to ing Balochistan’s natu- | Balochistan districts Administrative criteria and public con- highlighted the impor- munities, are consulted
geopolitical alterations strip the public of their ral wealth without pub- | and divisions Changes in sensus rather than uni- tance of considering the before implementing any
directly violate the his- rights, fuel confusion, lic endorsement. must take into ac- Balochistan lateral decisions.The historical evolution of changes.
toric 1948 accession and ignite fresh con- He pointed torecent | count the province’s According to the party argued that admin-  the region, including ar- The party main-
agreement signed be- flicts,” Raisani alleged.  legislative moves, in- | historical, geographical, statement, the existing istrative reforms should ~eas that were previously tained that decisions re-
tween the Khan of Kalat He further claimed cluding the Mines and | and ic reali- inis ive structure & part of ~ British lated to new districts in
and Pakistan’s founder, the moves aim to sus- Minerals Act and agree- | ties. of Balochistan reflects ~and publicservice deliv- Balochistan and former Balochistan, division
Quaid-c-Azam tainahybrid governance ments surrounding the The party warned historical developments ery while preservingthe princely states. The boundaries, and broader
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.  model by imposing com-  Reko Diq project, claim- | that altering administra- and longstanding re- social and cultural fab- statement stressed that governance reforms
Raisani specifically promised representa- ing they illegally shift | tive boundaries without gional ~ identities. ric ofthe province. the unique identities of - should be made through
took issue with changes ~ tives on the populace.  provincial authority to | broad public consulta- PkMAP emphasized Call to Respect various communities a transparent and inclu-
made to Mastung and The veteran politi-  the federal government | tion could have far- thatanymovetoredraw  Historical and Geo-  mustbe respectedinany sive process to avoid
Kachhi, stating that al- cian announced plans to in blatant violation of | reaching consequences district or divisional graphi future administrative political and social ten-

tering their traditional ~mobilize political work- historical accords. for local communities.  boundaries should be Realities reforms.Political observ-  sions.




