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91 Years After the 1935 Quetta Earthquake: How Building
Code Violations Are Setting Up a Modern Catastrophe

SYED ALI SHAH:

strict engineering laws could
tame a deadly fault line.
Materials and

Quetta, directly violating the
historical safety limits.
Construction

QUETTA — Today, May 31,
2026, marks exactly 91 years
since the deadliest earthquake
in South Asian history com-
pletely flattened Quetta. Strik-
ing in the pitch black at 3:03
AM on this very day in 1935,
the massive 7.7 magnitude
carthquake took the lives of an
estimated 30,000 to 60,000
people in a matter of minutes,
turning a bustling regional hub
into a vast graveyard of rubble.

As the city pauses today
to remember the souls lost
nearly a century ago, a terri-
fying reality confronts us: the
very safety laws designed to
prevent this tragedy from ever
happening again are being
openly violated across the pro-
vincial capital.

The Colonial 30-Foot Rule:
Quetta’s Forgotten Shield

Following the absolute de-
struction of 1935, English co-
lonial rulers realized that
Quetta sat directly on top of
some of the world’s most vola-
tile seismic fault lines, includ-
ing the Chaman and
Ghazaband faults. They knew
standard construction was a
death sentence.

In response, British ad-

ini i arevo-

Tall Plazas: A Disaster in the
aki

ing
Fast forward to 2026, and

Materials: To cut costs, many
modern builders are using
poor-quality raw materials,

remain alarmingly low.
‘Will History Repeat Itself
Quetta’s population has
ballooned from a few thousand
in 1935 to millions today. Yet,
our structural resilience has

File Photo: Quetta, June 1,1935. Market District Completely Leveled

lutionary, strict building code
for the city in 1936 and 1937.
The golden rule of this code
was simple but non-negotiable:

A strict height cap of 30
feet for all structures. Build-
ings were limited to a maxi-
mum of two stories, and indi-
vidual rooms could not exceed
30 feet in length without a re-
inforced, transverse support
wall to absorb tectonic shocks.

This colonial building code
saved countless lives. When
another major earthquake
struck the region in 1955, these
low-rise, reinforced structures
held firm, resulting in very lim-
ited casualties and proving that

that defe shield has been
completely dismantled by rapid
lack of of-

weak concrete mixes, and in-
sufficient steel rebar. Ina high-

ficial oversight, and public in-
difference.

Today, public memory of
the deadliest earthquake has
faded, and the strict rules in-
troduced by the English rulers
are being bypassed daily.

Local urban planners and
engineers are sounding an ur-
gent alarm over four critical
violations currently putting
Quetta at extreme risk:

Violating the 30-Foot
Limit: Multistory commercial
plazas and high-rise shopping
centers now tower over the
narrow streets of downtown

de quake, these mate-
rials turn to dust.

Flawed Architecture on
Unstable Soil: Heavy concrete
basements and massive archi-
tectural spans are being
erected on Quetta’s loose, al-
luvial soil, which is prone to
severe llunﬁlC(lOn (soil losing
its strength and behaving like
a liquid) during intense shak-
ing.

Neglect of the National
Building Code: While the Build-
ing Code of Pakistan exists on
paper, actual implementation
and field inspection in Quetta’s
expanding housing societies

gone backward.

If a 7.7 magnitude carth-
quake were to strike the val-
ley today, the combination of
illegal vertical construction and
compromised materials could
lead to a casualty count that
would completely overshadow
the horrors of 1935.

?Remembering the trag-
edy should not just be about
looking at old archival photos
once a year.

For Quetta to survive its
tectonic reality, the govern-
ment and civil society must
immediately enforce the build-
ing codes that were bought and
paid for with tens of thousands
of local lives 91 years ago.

'Strict action' taken, says
power minister after
Khawaja Asif's claim of
Lesco employees' corruption

NEWS DESK:

Power Minister Awais Leghari
on Sunday said that “strict ac-
tion” had been taken against a
Lahore Electric Supply Com-
pany (Lesco) line superinten-
dent after Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif complained of
financial corruption.

In an X post on Saturday,
Asif said he had soughl a

v LT

former official’s help for the
repair of a transformer in the
village of his domestic em-
ployee.
The minister alleged,
“[Lesco] employees took
Rs80,000 to repair the trans-
former. The villager collected
donations to pay the Lesco
employees, but they were not
given a receipt.

“You can imagine the rest.
This happens even when a
former power minister, who is
currentlya cabinet member, in-
tervenes. What will a common
consumer be facing?”

He reiterated that while

the villagers had paid the
amount, “Lesco refuses to
give them a receipt™.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Islamabad today,
Leghari referred to Asif’s
statement and said, “The tweet
is a source of pride for us as
we believe in self-accountabil-
ity.” He added that “strict ac-
tion” has been taken against
the relevant line superinten-
dent after Asif’s post.

o
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“This is a part of our self-
accountability. It’s the public
representative’s job to highlight
people’s problems [...] Even
ifanyone raises questions from
within our cabinet, we address
them publicly and will continue
trying to improve our perfor-
mance in the future,” he
added.

Leghari also acknowl-
edged that while corruption ex-
isted within Discos, “the
prevalence cannot be more
than 10-15 per cent”. He
added that the ministry had a
complaint system and “will
improve with time”.

Iran's top negotiator Ghalibaf
says no agreement with
US without 'tangible results

NEWS DESK:

CM Balochistan Welcomes
South Air’s First Successful Flight at
Gwadar International Airport

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti,

has expressed satisfaction over
the successful arrival of South
Air’s first flight at Gwadar In-
ternational Airport, calling ita
significant step toward improv-
ing regional connectivity and

economic development in the with Turbat, Pan}gur, Quena, for maritime trade and regional - Balochistan’s development and

province.
In a statement issued on

Friday, the chief minister said
the launch of South Air’s ser-
vices would strengthen air
links between Gwadar and sev-
cral major cities across Paki-
stan, making travel more ac-
cessible for residents, busi-
nesses, and visitors.
According to the provin- i
cial government, the airline is
expected to connect Gwadar

Sukkur, Lahore,

Pakhtunkhwa, helping bridge
long-standing transportation
gaps in the region.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti said im-
proved air connectivity would
play animportant role in boost-
ing tourism, trade, investment,
and bmadcr business activities

portation infrastructure and ex-
panded flight operations would
support local economic growth
and create new employment
opportunities for communities
across the province.

The chiefminister also de-
scribed the succcssful trial and

particularly in
Gwadar. which is increasingly
emerging as a strategic centre

I progress at New
Gwadar International Airport
as a positive sign for

and various cities in Khyber

He added that better trans-

of growing eco-
nomic activity in the region.

Iran's parliament speaker and top
negotiator, Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, said on Sunday that
Tehran will not accept any deal
with Washington unless it en-
sures “the rights of the Iranian
people are secured.”

“There is no trust in the
Zenemy’s words and ?promises.
Our only criterion is to achieve
tangible results ?before we fulfil
our ?commitments in ?return,”
the state broadcaster IRIB
quoted Ghalibaf as saying dur-
inga virtual session of the parlia-
ment after he took an oath as the
parliament's re-elected speaker.

US must accept Iran's rights
or continue war, says IRGC
deputy A senior Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC) com-
mander said Iran’s enemies had
‘made a strategic miscalculation in
assessing the country’s capabili-
ties and resolve, arguing that
Tehran had emerged in a stron-
ger position while the United
States faces decline and failure.

Speaking to IRNA News
Agency, IRGC Deputy for Politi-
cal Affairs Yadollah Javani said
the enemies had wrongly as-
sumed they could achieve a quick
victory by imposing war on Iran.

e said their strategic objec-
tives included destroying Iran’s
nuclear

Tehran.

Any tweaks to the proposal
could prolong even further an
agreement to formally end the
Middle East war and open the
Strait of Hormuz maritime route
after weeks of efforts to secure a
deal despite fractious rhetoric and
the occasional flare-up of armed
conflict.

The New York Times and
Axios media outlets reported on
Saturday that Trump had sent
back a new framework to be con-
sidered by Iran with "tougher"
terms, though it was not immedi-
ately clear what that entailed.

‘Trump has said his priorities
for any deal include stopping Iran
from any nuclear weapon devel-
opment and re-opening the block-
aded Strait of Hormuz.

"The one guarantee that I
have to have is that there will be
no nuclear weapons. They've
agreed to that, and it was very
interesting," he told his daugh-
ter-in-law Lara Trump in an inter-
view broadcast on her Fox News
program on Saturday night.

But Tehran has previously
cast doubt on Trump's assertions
and the parties appeared far apart
on their key priorities.

Iran has said it requires the
release of $12 billion in frozen as-
sets before it moved to substan-
tive talks on issues such as its
nuclear program and called ear-

its missile defence capacity, and
ultimately overthrowing the Is-
lamic Republic.

Javani added that those
goals have failed, resulting in a
shift in regional equations in Iran’s
favour. He further said the United
States must choose between ac-
cepting the rights and conditions
of the Iranian people or continu-
ing the war. Trump says Iran has
agreed to no nuclear weapons

US President Donald Trump
said he had secured guarantees
from Iran that it would not de-
velop nuclear weapons, as re-
ports emerged he had sent a
tougher peace proposal back to

lier Trump that its en-
tiched uranium - a precursor for
nuclear weapons — would be de-
stroyed "baseless", according to
Iranian media. Tehran has also in-
sisted that Lebanon must be in-
cluded in any end to the war de-
spite ongoing fighting, with
Beirut accusing Israel of a
"scorched-earth policy" as its
forces advanced and carried out
further airstrikes it says target
Iran-backed group Hezbollah.

r Trump and US officials
carlier said they were on the brink
of strikinga deal, he struck a less
urgent tone and hinted at re-
newed militaryaction in the Fox
interview.
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Two Men Found Dead Near Charbandan Cross on
Makran Coastal Highway in Pasni

From Our * Siraj Kalanchi, son of]
Correspondent: Ustad Hasil Kalanchi
PASNI: Two men and a resident of
were found dead near | Bangla Bazar, Pasni.
Charbandan Cross The second indi-
l
'A,P L

along the Makran vidual was identified
Coastal Highway in as Sardal, son of Sher
Pasni on Saturday Muhammad, a resi-
morning, according to dent of Zereen Kahor
local police sources. in the Shadi Kaur

Police said the area.
bodies were recov- | Following neces-
ered from an arca sary procedures, the
near  Charbandan bodies were handed
Cross and transferred over to the families.
to the Rural Health 1 Authorities have
Centre (RHC) Pasni not yet shared further
for identification and details regarding the
procedural | circumstances of the
formalities.Health | incident.

One of the de- 3 Police said rel-
ceased was identified evant inquiries are on-
as Ustad Muhammad going.

Loralai Mun1c1pal Committee Continues Intensive
Eid-ul-Adha Cleanliness Drive

LORALALI: Follow- sacrificial animal were completed at si the city to strengthen
ing the vision of Mir waste from various several key locations, 3 S the waste manage-
Sarfraz Bugti, the di- neighborhoods. including Qadri Com- Eid-ul-Adha. ment system and pro-
rectives  of Wali Disinfectant lime plex, the city police He appcealed to vide residents with a
Muhammad Bareech, was also spread in af-  station, Bhagi Bazaar, the public to cooperate ~ cleaner, healthier envi-
and the special in- fected areas to help Bacha Khan Chowk, with the municipal ronment.
structions of prevent the spread of Khatm-e- committee by dispos- The Municipal
Muhecbullah Baloch, germs and ensure a Nabuwwat Chowk, ing of waste only at Committee also an-
the Municipal Commit- clean and healthy en- Jinnah Market, and the designated locations to nounced that the spe-
tee Loralai continued vironment for resi- Girls High School help maintain cleanli- cial cleanliness opera-
its special cleanliness dents. area. ness throughout the tion will continue even
operation  across As part of the op- Chief  Officer city. after the Eid holidays
Loralai on the third eration, special clean- Muheebullah Baloch He further noted to maintain sanitation
day of Eid al-Adha.  ing, washing, and wa- praised the efforts of that under the Suthra standards, protect pub-

Municipal teams ter-sprinkling activities municipal sanitation Balochistan Program, lic health, and ensure
remained active were carried out in- staffand stated that all daily a cleaner and more

Balochistan Food Minister
Inaugurates CCTV
Surveillance Project in Sanjawi
to Enhance Public Safety

SANJAWI: Haji Noor

Muhammad ~ Khan
Dummar inaugurated
a CCTV camera sur-
veillance project in

proving law and order
and enhancing public
safety.

Speaking at the in-
auguration ceremony,
the provincial minister
said that the installation
of a modern surveil-
lance system would
help prevent crime,
strengthen public se-
curity, and improve the
effectiveness of law
enforcement agen-
cies.

Haji Noor
Muhammad  Khan
Dummar stated that

the development of
Sanjavi, maintenance
of peace, and provi-
sion of public services
remain among the
top pi

He added that ef-
forts would continue to
eliminate crime and
social divisions, while
the newly installed

CTV cameras

would contribute sig-
nificantlyto i

that practical mea-
sures would continue
to be impl d to

security and reducing
criminal activities.
The

address public con-
cerns and improve liv-
ing conditions in the
area.

The  minister
noted that peace is es-
sential for develop-
ment and that main-
taining law and order,
along with resolving
public issues, remains
a key priority of the
government.

ceremony was at-
tended by government
officials, political lead-
ers, tribal elders, and
prominent members
of the local commu-
nity, who welcomed
the initiative and ex-
pressed hope that the
surveillance system
would help create a
safer environment for
residents.

South Air Successfully Conducts
First Proving Flight at New
Gwadar International Airport

GWADAR: Asignifi-
cant milestone in the
development of air
connectivity in
Gwadar has been
achieved as the first

throughout the city, side the Teaching Hos- available resources  sanitation activi- pleasant urban envi- | proving flight of South
promptly collecting pital Loralai. Similar are being utilized to ties are being carried ronment across | Air Private Limited
and safely disposing of sanitation measures provide the best pos- outin different parts of Loralai. Ily landed at

Quetta Administration Seals 68 Illegal Mini Petrol Pumps,
Arrests 52 in Major Crackdown
= b 0 “

QUETTA: Acting on
the directives of Mir
Sarfraz Bugti and in
response to public
complaints, the district
administration  in
Quetta launched a
large-scale crack-
down against illegal
mini petrol pumps and
profiteers.

On the instruc-
tions of Mehrullah
Badini, enforcement
teams carried out op-
erations across the
City, Sadar, Sariab,
and Kuchlak subdivi-
sions. As a result of to regulate fuel sales,
the campaign, a total curb illegal business
of 68 illegal mini petrol - was conducted under Muhammad Yousaf the operation targeted activities, and ensure
pumps were sealed, the supervision of Hashmi, Captain (R) individualsinvolvedin that consumers re-
while 52 individuals Muhammad Amir Kabir Mazari, and selling petrol at in- ceive petroleum prod-
were arrested and Hamza, ljaz Hussain Haseeb Sardar. flated prices, operating ucts at officially ap-
transferred to jail. Khoso, ~ Musawar According to the unauthorized fuel out- proved rates through-

The crackdown Ahmed Achakzai, districtadministration, lets, and engaging in out the district.

Loralai Municipal Committee | Assistant Commissioner
Launches Extensive Eid-ul-Adha Barkhan Conducts
Cleanliness Operation Surprise Visit to DHQ
HORALALTOIMEE ins, Sheratt ey sitean ond s sa- | Hospital on Eid-ul-Adha
Sarfraz Bugti and the Dr. Ata Gul Tip, sur- ul-Adha remains the | BARKHAN: On the missioner Ahsamuddin
special directives of roundings of the BRSP top priority of the mu- | special directives of Kakar directed the Dis-

illegal business prac-
tices. Officials stated
that actions against
violators will continue
without discrimination.

Deputy Commis-
sioner  Mehrullah
Badini emphasized
that strict measures
will be taken against
profiteers and hoard-
ers, adding that the ad-
ministration will not
compromise on pro-
tecting the interests of|
citizens.

The crackdown is
part of ongoing efforts

Wali  Muhammad office, Bagri Ground, nicipal committee. |Saced ur Rehman trict Health Officer
Bareech, a large-scale Levies Line Mohalla, Chief Officer | Kakar, Ahsamuddin (DHO) to immediately
Lleanlmessoperanoms Pahari Mohalla, Ganjai Muheebullah Baloch | Kakar carried out a sur- mma\e departmental
actively underway Mohalla, Muham- praised the perfor- prise i ion of the against the

across Loralai during madan Gali, City mance of sanitation | pistrict Headquart bsent 1
Eid al-Adha under the  Clinc, Hazara Moballa, - workers and directed | Hoqic) Brkhanonthe  He. emphasized

the New Gwadar In-
ternational Airport.
The airline utilized
an ATR 72-600 air-
craft for the success-
ful trial operation,
marking an important
step toward the com-
mencement of regular
commercial services
from Gwadar.
According  to
aviation officials, the
launch of South Air’s
operations is expected
to significantly im-
prove regional con-
nectivity by linking
Gwadar with key des-
tinations across Paki-
stan. The proposed

route network includes
flights connecting
Gwadar with Turbat,
Panjgur,  Quetta,
Sukkur, Lahore,
Islamabad, and vari-
ous cities in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The enhanced air
network is expected
to provide passengers
with faster, safer, and
more efficient travel
options while improv-
ing accessibility to one
of Pakistan’s most
strategically important
coastal cities.

Gwadar holds a
vital position in
Pakistan’s economic
development, mari-
time trade, and re-
gional ity ini-

and encourage busi-
ness activities
throughout the region.

Experts believe
that improved air con-
nectivity will not only
strengthen regional
transportation links but
also contribute to local
economic growth by
creating new employ-
ment opportunities and
supporting commercial
expansion.

The successful
proving flight at New
Gwadar International
Airport is being widely
viewed as a positive
development  for
Gwadar’s future, pav-
ing the way for en-
hanced travel facilities,
increased

tiatives.

The introduction
of new air services is
anticipated to boost
tourism, attract invest-
ment, facilitate trade,

activity, and greater
integration of
Balochistan into
Pakistan’s national
transportation net-
work.

Governor Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail Pays Tribute to
Pakistan’s Nuclear Achievement
on Youm-e-Takbeer

QUETTA: Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail, in his mes-
sage on Youm-e-Takbeer,
said that the nation is re-
minded of the power of
unity and determination
when reflecting on the
historic milestones of
Pakistan’s past.

In his statement is-
sued from Quetta on
May 28, the Governor
said that the day holds
immense significance in
Pakistan’s history as it
marks the occasion
when Pakistan emerged
as the first nuclear power
among Muslim coun-

tries.

He stated that this
remarkable achievement
made Pakistan’s defense
invincible and strength-
ened the country’s po-
sition on the global
stage. According to the
Governor, Pakistan to-
day stands stronger
than ever as a nuclear

Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail further re-
marked that in the pres-
ence of nuclear capabil-
ity, population size alone
no longer determines
strength.

He emphasized the
importance of maintain-
ing unity and harmony
among the entire nation
and all provinces of Pa-
kistan.

Looking toward the
future, the Governor
urged the nation to re-
new its commitment to
the country’s develop-
ment, prosperity, and
sustainable security. He
called upon every citizen
to play an active role in
strengthening Pakistan
and contributing toward
national progress and
stability.

supervision of Tahir Habib Plaza, and Police that the cleanliness -
Khan Nasir and Line Mohalla. drive continue uninter- | et 2y of Eid al- that providing timely
Muheebullah Baloch. ‘As part of the spe- rupted throughout the quatity

During the visit, facilities to the public
the Assistant Commis- during the Eid holidays
sioner checked the at- remains the top prior-
tendance of doctors, ity of the district ad-

staff, and ion and that no
other hospital employ- negligence or careless-
ees while also inspect- ness would be toler-

The staff of the cial sanitation cam- Eid holidays to keep the
Municipal Committee paign, lime was spread ~city neat and beautiful.
Loralai remained active ~over animal blood and Citizens appreci-
day and night during waste in the Saleem ated the timely efforts
the Eid holidays to en- Dad Wali Zone to pre- of the i Com-
sure a clean, healthy, vent foul smell, con- mittee and the dedica-
and pleasant environ- tamination, and the tion of field staff, say-

ment for citizens. Sani- spread of germs. In ing that sanitation ar- | & dlff_erenthdeparlt- ated. f .
tation teams carried out ~ several localities, the ~rangements this Eid ap- | ments of the hospital. He further in-
operations in various cleaning process was peared far more orga-|  During the inspec-  structed the hospital

zones of the city and repeated for a second nized and effective | tion, he took notice of - administration to keep
promptly removed sac- time, which drew ap- compared to previous | the absence of several emergency services
rificial waste and gar- preciation from resi- years. employees and ex- fully operational and
bage from several ar- dents who expressed The Municipal | pressed strong displea- ensure that all medical
eas, including Al-Falah  satisfaction with the Committee Loralai also | sure over the matter.  staff perform their du-
Mosque, Wakeel Ayaz improved sanitation ar- appealed to residents to The names of the ties responsibly so that
Mosque, Ameer Zaman rangements. place sacrificial waste | absent staff members patients can receive
Ground, Sabzi Mandi Chairman Tahir and garbage at desig- | were noted for further immediate medical as-

Bakhma Mohalla, Dr.  Khan Nasir stated that nated locations and co- Faction. sistance in any emer-
Saleh Colony, Levies providing citizens with operate. Assistant Com- gency situation.

Deputy Commissioner Usta Muhammad
Visits THQ Hospital to Review
Eid-ul-Adha Emergency Arrangements

USTAMUHAMMAD:
On the occasion of Eid
al-Adha, Muhammad
Ramzan Palal and Dr.
Amir Ali Jamali con-
ducted a detailed visit to
i

o
THQ Hospital Usta
Muhammad to review
healthcare arrangements
and emergency pre-
paredness during the
Eid holidays.

During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner,
accompanied by the
DHO, inspected various

departments of the hos-
pital, particularly the
emergency ward.

They reviewed the
medical Tacilities being
provided to patients,
availability of medi-
cines, cleanliness condi-
tions, and attendance of
medical staff on duty.

Officials closely
monitored the ongoing
hospital services to en-
sure that quality
healthcare facilities are
being
provided to the

public without interrup-
tion during Eid-ul-Adha.
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Balochistan’s Historic Shift to
Merit-Based Government
Jobs: Ending Corruption

and Empowering Youth

|| through legislation

backdoor de:
bribery — the very
practices that have
robbed deserving
young people of op-
portunities for de-
cades.

age of funds, and
faster implementation
of development

In a province long
plagued by nepotism
and job-sélling scan-
dals, Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has

projects.

When resources
reach the people in-
stead of corrupt pock-

taken a bold and wel- This merit-based ets, infrastructure,
come stand. He has recruitment drive in education, and health
declared zero toler- services improve —

ance for corruption,
favoritism, and the

laying the foundation
for sustained economic

reform; it is a

sale of government forthe province’s edu- growth.

posts — and he is cated youth. Equally important,
backing his words By ensuring gov- fair job opportunities
with action. ernment jobs go to address a major

The announce-
ment of filling 111 Fi-
nance Department
vacancies through a
fully online, paperless,

qualified candidates
rather than relatives
or those who can pay,
the initiative restores
hope and dignity.

source of youth frus-
tration in the province.
Giving young Baloch
the chance to serve
their homeland on

and 100% merit-based As ChiefMinister merit can reduce
recruitment process Bugti has promised, alienationand contrib-
marks a genuine turn- the model will soon ute to lasting peace.
ing point for transpar- expand to all depart- Chief Minister
ent governance in ments, creating a cul- Sarfraz Bugti’s focus
Balochistan. ture where talent, not on merit, technology-
For the first time connections, deter- driven transparency,

mines success.

The broader im-
pact on Balochistan’s
development and sta-
bility could be pro-
found.

Transparent hir-
ing means better-
qualified civil ser-
vants, leading to more
efficient public ser-

in the province’s his-
tory, candidates will
apply and be tested
entirely online.
Qualifications will
be verified instantly,
and successful appli-
cants will receive ap-
pointment  letters
within an hour. This
fast, fair system elimi-

and accountability of-
fers real hope. If these
anti-corruption re-
forms in Balochistan
are implemented with
consistency, they can
transform governance,
unlock the potential of
the province’s youth,
and set a powerful ex-
ample for the rest of

Land Law and Its Importance in Pakistan

By Amir Hamza certainty for investors

Bashir: and ordinary citizens
Land is one of the i
most valuable and con- overcome
tested assets in Paki- challenges,

there is a strong need
for comprehensive
digital record-keeping,
specialized land tribu-
nals, and public
awareness campaigns
to educate citizens
about their property
rights.

Land law is not
just a legal framework
— it is the foundation

stan. The legal frame-
work that governs the
ownership, possession,
and transfer of land is
known as Land Law.
It ensures that prop-
erty rights are pro-
tected and that dis-
putes over land are re-
solved through legal
and transparent

LAND

and Property Righy,

means. : Toundatio
A ; of economic stability
Historical and social justice in
Background Pakistan. A fair, trans-
of Land Law parent, and efficient
in Pakistan land management sys-

tem encourages 1
vestment, infrastruc-
ture developmenl and
public trust in state in-
stitutions. Strengthen-
ing land laws and en-
suring their effective
implementation are vi-
tal steps toward
achieving legal cer-
tainty and sustainable
growth in Pakistan.
The Author is a
Student of LLB (7th
Semester).

The foundation of
land laws in Pakistan
was laid during the
British colonial era

Land Revenue Act,
1967, and the Transfer
of Property Act, 1882,
remain the corner
stone of land gover-
nance and property
transfer in the country.
Land Record
Management
and Reforms
Traditionally, the
Patwari system has

records across Paki- terference in property
stan. However, it has registration and own-
often been criticized ership verification.
for corruption, manipu- Despite reforms,
lation, and lack of fiChallenges in
transparency. In re- : s
cent years, the gov- Pakistan’s
ernment has initiated || Land System
significant reforms Pakistan contmues to
through the Punjab
Land Records Author-
ity (PLRA) and other
provincial projects to
digitize land records
and reduce human in-

such as the Land Rev-
enue Act and the Reg-
istration Act.

After indepen-
dence in 1947, these
laws continued to
guide Pakistan’s land
management system.
Today, major statutes been responsible for cial processes. These
like the West Pakistan maintaining  land problems create un-

Quetta’s Traffic Chaos: Urgent Reforms
Needed to Fix the Crisis

tended to accommodate Zarghoon Road, where
the city’s rapid popula- vehicles move ata snail’s
tion growth and rising pace during peak hours.
number of vehicles. Al- With no alternative
though the city was re- routes or bypasses, all
builtafter the 1935 earth- traffic is funneled
quake, its road capacity through these roads,
has remained largely un-  causing massive delays.
changed, struggling to Key intersections, in-
support over 1.2 million ~ cluding Balmhiswn Uni-

ssi
bing) forged docu-
ments, and slow judi-

Anjeela Kaynat:
Quetta, once a city
known for its peaceful
ambiance, now faces an
escalating traffic crisis.
Every day, thousands of
commuters  endure
hours of gridlock, navi-
gating congested roads,
reckless drivers, and de-

ernment has revisited the
Quetta Mass Transit
Train project,

financial ~ con-
straints have delayed its
execution, leaving resi-
dents without an cffi-
cient alternative to pri-
vate transport.

Encroachments and

partment, 2024).

Despite periodic
crackdowns, including
the 2023 seizure of 115
NCP vehicles worth Rs
982 million (ARY News,
2023),

enforcement efforts
have failed to stem the
tide. Quetta’s traffic po-

teriorating infrastructure. ~residents and the thou-  versity lice estimate that 40% of  lllegal
From rickehavs and mo- ~Sands of vehicles added - Meczan Chowk,and  vehicles in the city are Parking Worsen
torcycles to private cars, cach year. Prince Road, frequéntly cither unregistered or Congestion

the overwhelmingnum:  Key roads such as experience severe traffic NCP(Think Transporta-  Unauthorized stalls

ber of vehicles clogs ma- Jinnah Road, Sariab jams, tion, 2023), worsening and illegal parking oc-
jor roads, while en- Road, Liaqual Bazaar, The Surge of congestion and lawless-  cupynearly 30% of road
croachments and illegal Masjid Road, and  Non-Custom Paid ness on the roads. space in busy commer-
parking worsen the situ-  Zarghoon Road have (NCP)and Unregistered  Lack of a Proper cial zones suchas Prince
ation, become perpetual bottle-  Vehicles Public Transport System  Road and Jinnah Road

The unchecked in-
flux of non-custom paid
(NCP) and unregistered
vehicles has com-
pounded the traffic cri-

The city’s transport
system is on the brink of
collapse, demanding im-
mediate intervention
from both authorities and
residents. This article ex-
plores the root causes of

necks, choked by illegal
encroachments, unregu-
lated parking, and an
ever-increasing number
of vehicles. Without a
structured urban trans-
port model, these roads

Unlike other major
cities in Pakistan, Quetta
lacks an organized pub-
lic transport system.
With no buses or mass
transit options, resi-
dents rely on rickshaws,

(Think Transportation,
2023). Street vendors set
up shop on sidewalks,
forcing pedestrians onto
the roads, while shop-
keepers extend their
businesses onto public

s.
A 2010 report esti-

Quetta’s traffic woes, remain gridlocked, af- mated over 50,000 NCP motorcycles, and private = spaces, further restrict-
identifies the most af- fectingdaily lifeand eco- vehicles on cars, further clogging ing traffic flow.

fected areas, and outlines nomic activity. Balochistan’s roads, the roads. Over 50,000 Deteriorating Road
urgent solutions to re- Ma_]orTraffc Chal- causing an annual rev- rickshaws operate within Conditions

store order to the roads. lenges in Quetta enue loss of Rs 15 billion  the city, creating con- Over 60% of

to the national exche-
uer.

By 2024, this num-
ber has surged to nearly
80,000, with a significant
concentration in Quetta

The Strain on
Quetta’s Road Infrastruc-
ture

Severe Congestion
on Key Roads

Traffic congestion
is worst in commercial
hubs such as Liaquat
Bazaar, Masjid Road,

gestion in already

packed areaslike Maspd
Road and Liaquat Bazaar
(Traffic Survey: Quetta
Smart and Safe City,

Quetta’s roads are in dis-
repair, riddled with pot-
holes, cracks, and poor
drainage systems
(INRIX, 2024). Roads
such as Joint Road,

Quetta’s road net-
work, originally de-
signed during the colo-

w
S

3).
Although the gov-

nates middlemen, vices, reduced wast- Pakistan. nial era, was never in- Jinnah Road, and (Excise and Taxation De- Sariab Road,
Neither Cap talism nor Communism

Azizur Rehman Agha Communism fail be-

The Cold War may have cause they represent ex-

ended, but the ideologi-
cal clash between Capi-
talism and Communism
continues to shape glo-
bal politics, economics,
and international rela-
tions. Even today, global
alliances reflect these
old ideological divi-
sions.

However, both
Capitalist and Commu-
nist systems have failed
to manage political and
socio-economic affairs
effectively. One system
suppresses personal
freedom; the other deep-
ens inequality. Both
carry serious siructural
flaws that make them un-
suitable for modern so-
cieties.

This calls fora new,
balanced approach —
one found in the Islamic
socio-economic and po-
litical philosophy, which
follows a middle path
between the two ex-
tremes.

The Flaws of Com-
munism

Communism lies at
one extreme of the ideo-
logical spectrum. It sup-
presses individual free-
doms such as speech,
press, and trade.

Historical examples
from Maoist China dur-
ing the Cultural Revolu-
tion (1966-1976) show
how intellectual expres-
sion was crushed
books and music not
aligned with party ideol-

Economically,
Communism eliminates
private property and
discourages entrepre-

pers development and
limits prosperity. The se-
vere restrictions on ba

sic rights and freedome
make C

NEITHER

CAPITALISM
NOR COMMUNISM

THE ISLAMIC MIDDLE PATH

tremes — one suffo-
cates freedom; the other
breeds inequality.
however, offers a bal-
anced socio-economic
philosophy that harmo-
nizes justice, freedom,
and social welfare.

The Islamic eco-
‘nomic system allows pri-
vate ownership and busi-
ness freedom, but regu-
lates them through moral
and legal checks. The
obligation of Zakat
(charity) redistributes
wealth, preventing con-
centration in the hands
ofa few.

Meanwhile, the pro-
hibition of Riba (usury)
ensures financial fair-
ness and discourages
exploitation. Together,
these principles foster
economicjustice, social
cohesion, and sustain-
able development.

Conclusion

Neither Capitalism
nor Communism pro-
vides a complete solu-
tion to humanity’s politi-
cal and economic chal-
lenges. Both contain in-
herent flaws — one cur-
tails human freedom, the
other destroys social
equality.

The Islamic socio-
economic model, how-
ever, offers the ideal
middle path — balanc-
ing individual rights
with collective welfare.
With its emphasis on jus-
tice, equality, and moral

= $

lies Capitalism, which
has enabled just 1% of
the world’s population
to control more wealth
than the o

alists while exploiting
the working class. Under
Capitalism, profit takes
precedence over people
workers are overbur-

with rapid industrializa-
tion and profit maximiza-
tion has led to environ-
mental destruction, re-

growing inequality,
moral decay, and eco-
logical harm — make
Capitalism an_unfit

ogy were banned, and
private libraries were de-
stroyed. Similarly, in the
USSR, any deviation
from party thought was
treated as a crime.

neurship. Without per-
sonal incentive, indi-
viduals lose motivation
toinnovate and work for
economic growth. As a
result, this system ham-

Sustainable in modern
nation-states.
e Problems with
Capitalism
On the other end

source depletion, and cli-
mate cri

It prioritizes wealth
accumulation  over
sustainability. These in-
ternal contradictions

model for an equitable,
sustainable society.
The Islamic Socio-
Economic Philosophy: A
Balanced Approach
Both Capitalism and

responsibility, Islam pre-

dened, and ethical val-
ues are often sacrificed
for industrial gains.
Furthermore,
Capitalism’s obsession

combined.
This system inher-
ently promotes eco-
nomic inequality, e
powering elite industri-

able and humane politi-
cal and economic phi-
losophy for the modern
world.
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FIA offloaded nearly 39,800 passengers in 2025 to curb human smuggling, official says

NEWS DESK: The Fed-
eral  Investigation
Agency (FIA) offloaded
39,786 passengers in
2025 under a “lawful, in-
telligence-driven and
risk-based system” to
curb irregular migration
and human smuggling, a
top official said on Sun-
day.

Speaking toa select
group of senior journal-
ists, Immigration Addi-
tional Director General
Nouman Siddiqui said
passenger offloading,
often criticised publicly,
was primarily a preven-
tive step aimed at
ing lives, protecting citi-
zens from exploitation
abroad and safeguard-
ing Pakistan’s interna-
tional image.

“Offloading deci-
sions are not arbitrary,”
he asserted.

They are based on
immigration concerns,
suspicious travel pat-
terns, document verifi-
cation, destination-
country requirements
and established stan-
dard operating proce-
dures.

The primary objec-
tive, he said, was “the
protection of human life
and prevention of exploi-
tation at the hands of

human traffickers”.

Atleast 132 passen-
gers were offloaded from
their scheduled flights
at various airports
across the country in the
past year by FIA immi-

penalised for misuse of
authority during this pe-
riod, according to a re-

FEDE:

port submitted to the
Senate.

A National Assem-
bly standing committee
was told in December
that at least 51,000 pas-
sengers were offloaded
at airports in 2025 after
failing immigration
checks, with a lar-ge
number of them being
offlo-aded at Lahore and
Kamchl airports.

ing risks and
dcddly consequences

Siddiqui said the
crackdown followed
multiple tragedies linked
to illegal migration
routes. Over the past
three years, around 460
Pakistanis have fallen

victim to such incidents,
with at least 377 reported
According to In-

tionals lost their lives in
2025 alone while attempt-
ing irregular migmlion

gained urgency after he
June 2023 Greece boat
tragedy, in whicha large
number of Pakistani mi-
grants perished in the
Mediterranean Sea.
‘Ahigh-level inquiry
committee formed by
the prime minister sub-
sequently  recom-
mended stricter enforce-
‘ment measures, many of

(AL INVESTIGATION

which are now being
implemented.

Todismantle crimi-
nal networks, the FIA
registered 2,421 cases
;mchcccmbcr2024 Te-
sulting in the arrest of
3,130 agents. Authori-
ties seized property
worth Rs961.71 mllion,
recovered Rs87.7m and
froze bank accounts
amounting to
Rs239.63m.

“These figures re-
flect the scale and seri-
ousness of human smug-
gling and trafficking in
Pakistan,” he said.

In many cases, pas-
sengers were found trav-
elling through suspi-

m

L

cious routes, fake over-

seas  employment
schemes, forged docu-
‘ments, fraudulent spon-
sorships or high-risk
transit patterns linked to
organised smuggling
and trafficking net-
works, he added.

The FIA’s Risk
Analysis Unit devel-
oped five risk profiles to

help immigration officers
segregate suspected
travellers from genuine
passengers. The profiles
are reviewed and up-
dated periodically. The
‘measures led to a 75 per
cent reduction in depor-
tations related to beg-
garyand a 31pc decrease

in deponauons due to

Overall deporta-
tions from various coun-
tries fell 16pc in 2025
compared to 2024,

The agency also
cited a 64pc reduction in
illegal border crossings
into Europe by Pakistani
nationals in the first two
months of 2025-26, ac-
cording to Frontex data.

Two categories of
offloaded passengers

Siddiqui  said
offloaded passengers
fell into two categories
those offloaded by FIA
on immigration or risk
grounds, and those not
offloaded by FIA, in-

cluding cases involving
airline issues, technical
faults, flight cancella-
tions, bad weather, self-
offloading, scasonal
border closures or re-
quests from other de-
partments.

Besides the 39,786
passengers offloaded by
FIA in 2025, another
34,688 were offlonded
for non-FIA reasons.

These included air-

ool it

gration routes,” he said,
warning that failure to
act could expose indi-
viduals to detention, ex-
ploitation or even death.

Reforms underway

The FIA has pro-
posed new legislation to
strengthen immigration
controls and introduce
clearer remedial mecha-
nisms for affected trav-
ellers.

A Joint Working

and arrests required by
Customs, Anti Narcotics
Force, Airport Security
Force and the police.

Facilitation and re-
forms

To reduce inconve-
nience for genuine trav-
ellers, FIA Immigration
has established pre-de-
parture facilitation desks
at zonal offices to help
passengers verify travel
documents before ticket
purchase. Passengers
who believe they were
offloaded due to a mis-
understanding or incom-
plete information can ap-
proach the concerned
border checkpost in-
charge for immediate re-
view, and are allowed to
travel if found eligible.

A 24/7 helpline has
also been set up for
complaints and facilita-
tion.

Siddiqui noted that
immigration staff face
challenges in making
real-time decisions, of-
ten under public pres-
sure and media scrutiny.

“Many passengers ini-
tially present legitimate
purposes, but deeper
checks reveal links with
traffickers or illegal mi-

Group comprising the
FIA, Bureau of Emigra-
tion and Overseas Em-
ployment, and the Mi
istry of Overseas Paki-
stanis has also been
formed.

Siddiqui said the fo-
rum will facilitate genu-
ine overseas workers
holding valid work visas
registered with the Pro-
tectorate of Emigrants,
while strengthening
anti-smuggling mea-
sures and coordinated
immigration controls.

He affirmed that the
FIA remained committed
to balancing facilitation
of genuine travellers
with effective preven-
tion of irregular migra-
tion, human smuggling,
trafficking, forged travel
and loss of Pakistani
lives abroad.

The head of FIA's
immigration  wing
stressed that immigra-
tion controls were not
merely punitive but pro-
tective in nature.

“Our goal is to
strike a balance —to fa-
cilitate genuine travel-
lers while preventing hu-
man smuggling, traffick-
ing and the tragic loss of
Pakistani lives,” he sai

Mayor Wahab says construction
work near Karachi's
Hill Park halted; MQM-P
demands probe into 'NOC'

NEWS DESK: Mayor
Murtaza Wahab on Sun-
day said construction
work around Karachi’s
Hill Park had been
halted, while the oppo-
sition Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P) demanded
that the PPP-led Sindh
government investigate
the matter.

Spread over 62
acres and located in
PECHS, Hill Park was
built in the early 1960s
and is one of the largest
parks in the city.

In a statement is-
sued on Saturday night,
a Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation (KMC)
spokesperson said that
the construction work
was halted a week ago
following a public com-
plaint.

Confirming this dur-
ing his media talk on
Sunday, Wahab clarified
that the KMC had not
“auctioned or allotted
any land to anyone”.

He rcu\llcd that a
before Eidul Azha,
ved a complaint,
following which he sent
aKMC team to the ar
“Iinstructed them that if
the construction is tak-
ing place within the

weel

“Not even an inch
of KMC land has been
allotted,” the mayor re-
iterated, dismissing
MQM-P’s claims of
granting permission for
construction work as
political point-scoring.

Mayor ahab
stressed that Hill Park
“had always been
KMC’s property and will
continue to remain as
such”. In the Saturday
statement, the KMC
spokesperson noted
that legal action had
been initiated as its Land
Department “sent a let-
ter to the police asking
that the construction be
stopped and action

should be taken against
those responsible”.

As per the state-
ment, “an investigation
into the public com-
plaints revealed that the
KMC made no allotment
or that any construction
permission was issued”.

The statement
added that the mayor
had issued instructions
to relevant officers to
take action, further stat-
ing that the Land Depart-
ment had also sought
““formal verification from
PECHS to confirm the
ownership of the land™.

It said that KMC
had also sent a formal
letter to the police to
take “legal action
against illegal occupa-
tion of the government
land”.

In the letter, dated
May 25 and available
with Dawn, the KMC
land director categori-
cally rejected having
granted “any permis-

sion, approval, no-ob-
3 ] -

Jection certificate (NOC),
allotment, lease, devel-
opment right, posses-
sion right, or construc-
tion authorisation” over
Hill Park’s land.
It added that certain
individuals were using
arious  “misinter-
preted” documents and
NOCs to justify the con-
struction.

It contended that a
Conditional NOC, dated
April 30, had been “de-
liberately misinterpreted
by certain parties”.

The land director
stressed that any at-
tempt to use that NOC
to justify “occupying,
encroaching upon, con-
structing on, or claiming
right over government
land or KMC property is
entirely unlawful, mis-
leading and contrary to
the express contents of
the document itself”.

“A careful reading
of the said Conditional
NOC clearly establishes
that the subject plot was

stated to pertain to
PECHS Society and not
toKMC,” the letter read,
adding that the NOC
stated it did not confirm
ownership, title or pos-
session or legal rights.
M-P  raises

questions on
granted

Earlier in the day,
MQM-P’s Farooq Sattar
and Waseem Akhtar held
a press conference,
where they called on the
Sindh government to
initiate an inquiry into
the matter of alleged en-
croachment upon Hill

In a jibe at the pro-
vincial government, the
MQM-P leaders re-
marked that Karachi
“has been left at the
mercy of those who
want to exploit its re-
sources”,

“Hill Park is part of
Karachi’s natural beauty.
We should make it
greener, plant more trees
on it, which is KMC? S

responsibility. Huwcvcr
what is happening here
is the exact opposite of
that,” Sattar said.

Sattar claimed that
the activity was part of
Karachi’s larger “land
grabbing mafia”, which
he alleged the Sindh
government has “al-
lowed” to operate.

The MQM-P leader
also mentioned a “high
court order which stipu-
lated that the hills can-
not be used for commer-
cial or residential pur-
poses”, adding that the
construction was also in
violation of the PECHS
layout. “The plot we are
talking about is 39-G4.
The plot next to it is 39-
3G and despite a bound-
ary wall being built
around it, no construc-
tion was able to take
place because it was not
in the master plan,”
Sattar said. Although he
acknowledged that the
mayor had halted the

ork.

Centre-JAAC talks end without success; June 9 strike to go ahead

NEWS DESK:
Mara-thon talks be-
tween a federal ministe-
rial team and the core
leadership of the Jammu
Kashmir Joint Awami
Action  Committee
(JAAC) ended without a
breakthrough late on
Saturday night, prompt-
ing the latter to an-
nounce that its June 9
strike would proceed as
planned.

The lengthy dia-
logue, convened to per-
suade the JAAC to with-
draw its strike call and
resolve differences over
its charter of demands,
stretched for more than
nine hours with intermit-
tent breaks. The out-
come has heightened
concerns over political
stability in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK),
where general elections
are expected in the last
week of July.

“Today, we held
talks with the represen-
tatives of the govern-
ments of Pakistan and
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir throughout the day
on all issues, including
the 12 refugee seats,”
JAAC core member
Shaukat Nawaz Mir told
reporters after the talks
ended at 11:20pm.

“Despite the breach
of trust, we had detailed
discussions, and pro-
posals were exchanged
as well,” he said, adding
that gu»cmmcm repre-

sentatives had re-
quested them to post-
pone the planned sirike.
“But we have decided to
keep our strike call in-
tact,” he said.

However, he added,
the JAAC remained
open to future engage-
ment.

The talks assumed
added significance amid
growing fears that any
prolonged agitation
could affect prepara-
tions for the upcoming
elections. Although the
election schedule hds

Igbal of the PML-N, as
well as former prime min-
ister Raja Pervaiz Ashraf
and former minister
Qamar Zaman Kaira rep-
resenting the PPP. AJK
Prime Minister Faisal
Mumtaz Rathore, PPP
regional president
Chaudhry Muhammad
Yasin, PML-N regional
president Shah Ghulam
Qadir and party regional
secretary general
Chaudhry Tariq Farooq
also attended.

Minister for Kash-
mir Affairs Amir Mugam

elections.

The JAAC side
comprised 16 core mem-
bers, including Shaukat
Nawaz Mir, Raja Amjad
Ali Khan, Anjum Zaman
Awan, Umar Nazir
Kashmm Saad Ansari
and Imtiaz Aslam.

The first session
began shortly before
2pm and continued until
4pm. Participants said 37
of the 38 points in the
JAAC’s charter of de-
mands were discussed.
The sole unresolved is-
sue and the most

did not in the

yet to be
political observers be-
lieve sustained unrest
could complicate the
polling process.

he federal delega-
tion included cabinet
members Rana
Sanaullah, Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry and Ahsan

talks. His absence came
amid repeated JAAC de-
mands that he be ex-
cluded from the proc
over allegations of bias.
Members of the federal
team, however, said he
was occupied with mat-
ters. rc]dlmg to the GB

one — T
mained the abolition of
12 legislative assembly
s la reserved for Paki-
n-based refugees
ﬁ'crmlndla held Kashmir.
The refugee seats
have emerged as the
principal stumblin
in the negotia

tions. The PML-N's AJK.
chapter opposes their
abolition, partly because
it expects to perform
strongly in the 10 refu-
gee constituencies lo-
cated in Punjab. The
PPP, which currently en-
joys the support of five
refugee lawmakers, is
considered less invested

After a break, the
second round of talks re-
sumed at 6:10pm and
lasted till 11:20pm.

Speaking to report-
ers afterwards, Rana
Sanaullah insisted the
dialogue process re-
mained alive. “The nego-
tiations have absolutely
not failed; this process
will continue,” he sai
He added that discus-
sions had taken place in
a positive atmosphere
and that both sides had
exchanged proposals.

According to him,
the AJK government
and the opposition
PML-N have agreed to
convene an all-parties
conference on the situa-
tionand the JAAC’s de-
mands. Another round
of talks is expected on
June 6 or 7 following the
conference.

He expressed confi-
dence that the dispute
would be resolved be-
fore the elections, which
he said would be held in
accordance with the
Constitution.

N w
DESK:Pakistan
People's Party Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari is due to ar-
rive in Skardu at 2pm
on Sunday,

where he will begin a
seri of
organisational meet-
ings ahead of the for-
mal launch of his
party's election cam-
paign for the upcom-
ing Gilgit-Baltistan (G-
B) elections.

According to the
campaign schedule,
Bilawal will meet
PPP candidates and
party office-bearers in
Skardu before com-
mencing public elec-
tion activities on Mon-
day.

He is expected to
travel in a rally from
Skardu Airport to
Shah Villas, where he
will stay overnight. On
Monday morning, he
will depart for Shigar,
where he is scheduled
to address an election

rally. Following the
event, he will return to
Skardu in the evening
The chairman is
also expected to ad-
dress a public gather-
ing in Skardu on June
2 before travelling on-
wards to Gilgit later
the same day.
Meanwhile, the
Pakistan ~ Muslim
League-Nawaz
(PML-N) has also in-
tensified its campaign

activities.

Senior party lead-
ers are scheduled to
address public meet-
ings at several loca-
tions across G-B on
Sunday.

Khawaja Saad
Rafique is expected to
speak at a gathering in
Skardu, while Murtaza
Javed Abbasi will ad-
dress supporters in
Gilgif

Abld Sher Ali is

scheduled to attend a
rally in Diamer, while
Abid Raza Kotla will
address a public meet-
ingin Gilgit.

The G-B Assem-
blyelections are due to
take place on June 7,
with political parties
making a final push to
mobilise voters across
the region before cam-
paigning officially ends
later this week.

On Friday, senior

Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leader
Asad Qaiser claimed
that he was prevented
from reaching
Islamabad Airport and
missed his flight to
Skardu for the election
campaign in G-}
Following the inci
dent, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P)
Chief Minister
Mohammad Sohail
Afridi wrote to the
chief justice of the
Supreme Appellate
Court of G-B, seeking
immediate judicial in-
tervention into the
matter.
In April, the G-B
Election Commission
announced that gen-
eral elections in the
region would be held
on June 7, 2026, after
a four-month delay.
Initially scheduled for
January 24, 2026, the
elections were post-
poned indefinitely due
to harsh weather con-
ditions in the region.




