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Quetta Petrol Crisis: Severe Fuel Shortage Cripples
Balochistan as Prices Soar on Black Market

Syed Ali Shah,
Ali Hamza,News Desk:

QUETTA - A severe petrol cri-
sis has gripped Quetta and sev-
eral other parts of Balochistan,
leaving public life entirely para-
lyzed as fuel pumps dry up
across the province. Desper-
ate citizens, emergency pa-
tients, and students have be-
come the worst sufferers of
the acute fuel shortage, with
hundreds of vehicles lined up
in agonizingly long queues for
hours outside the few opera-
tional stations.

The crisis has escalated to
a point where desperate com-
muters are willing to pay ex-
orbitant rates just to secure a
few liters of fuel.

Taking advantage of the
breakdown in the supply chain,
profiteers are openly selling
petrol on the black market for
over Rs. 400 per liter in vari-
ous neighborhoods.

Citizens Stranded for
Hours

The severe shortage has
dealt a crushing blow to daily
wage earners and transport-
ers. Najibullah, a local rick-
shaw driver stuck in a massive
queue, lamented his ordeal.

“I have been waiting here
for five hours just to get enough
petrol to run my rickshaw. My
entire day’s earnings are gone,
and my family will suffer be-
cause of this mismanagement,”
he told Quetta Voice.

Similarly, Mohammad
Aslam, a private car owner,
shared his frustration after
waiting for hours to top up his
tank.

“The government needs to

step in immediately. People
are ready to buy fuel even at
official expensive rates, but it
is simply nowhere to be found.
Patients cannot reach hospi-
tals, and students are missing
their exams,” Aslam added.

The Iranian Fuel Dilemma
Local petrol pump opera-

tors state that the supply from

main oil marketing companies
has completely dried up.

An anonymous petroleum
dealer explained that the local
market’s dependency on cer-
tain supply routes has heavily
impacted formal retail stations.

”The strict crackdowns on
Iranian smuggled petrol, with-
out a corresponding increase

in the legal national quota for
Balochistan, always triggers a
domestic crisis,” the dealer
noted.

“If authorities want to per-
manently stop illegal Iranian
fuel smuggling, they must first
ensure that the national supply
chain to Balochistan is robust
and capable of meeting the

FUEL DESPERATION: Motorcyclists line up in a massive, agonizing queue outside a petrol pump in Quetta
on Wednesday. A crippling fuel crisis has left the provincial capital severely short of petrol, forcing citizens
to wait for hours just to buy fuel at exorbitant black-market rates. — Quetta Voice Photo

Balochistan Government:
Quetta Mobile Internet

Suspended Temporarily Amid
Security Concerns

WEB DESK:

Mobile internet services in
Quetta have been temporarily
suspended due to security con-
cerns, the Balochistan govern-
ment announced on Tuesday,
assuring citizens that the mea-
sure is precautionary and
aimed at ensuring public
safety.

Adviser to the Balochistan
Government on Home Affairs,
Babar Yousafzai, said the tem-
porary suspension of mobile
internet services was imple-
mented in light of specific se-
curity threats in the provincial
capital.

“The protection of citizens’
lives and property remains the
government’s top priority. This
decision has been taken solely

to maintain public safety and
prevent any potential security
risks,” Yousafzai said.

He acknowledged the in-
convenience caused to resi-
dents and apologized for the
temporary disruption in internet
connectivity, emphasizing that
the step was necessary to
safeguard public security.

The adviser further stated
that mobile internet services in
Quetta will be restored as soon
as the security situation stabi-
lizes. He also urged the public
to avoid spreading or believing
rumors and to rely only on of-
ficial sources for updates.

The temporary suspension
comes as authorities continue
to monitor the security situa-
tion in Quetta and take preven-
tive measures to maintain law
and order across the city.

Frontier Corps Foils Major Human
Smuggling Attempt in Nokkundi,

Detains 149 Afghan Nationals
Yousaf Sasoli:

NOKKUNDI — In a major
crackdown on cross-border
trafficking networks, the Fron-
tier Corps (FC) Balochistan
(South) has successfully foiled
a massive human smuggling
attempt in the Killi Humay
area of Nokkundi, detaining
149 illegal Afghan nationals.

According to official secu-
rity sources, the Frontier Corps
personnel launched a swift, in-

public demand. Right now, the
legal supply is insufficient.”

Official Response
In response to the grow-

ing public anger, the Quetta ad-
ministration announced that
dedicated official teams have
been established to monitor the
situation, check artificial
hoarding, and address the dis-

tribution bottlenecks.
Despite these official

claims, the ground reality re-
mains grim.

The crippling fuel crisis
shows no signs of immediate
relief, leaving the residents of
Quetta and surrounding dis-
tricts at the mercy of black-
market sellers.

telligence-based targeted op-
eration after receiving credible
alerts regarding suspicious and
unauthorized movement near
the Pakistan-Iran border re-
gion.

The detained individuals
included several women and
children.

Preliminary investigations
conducted by security agen-
cies revealed that the undocu-
mented immigrants were be-
ing transported by an organized
human smuggling cartel.

The network aimed to
move the individuals through
clandestine routes across Pa-
kistan

into neighboring Iran, with
the ultimate destination being
Turkey and European coun-
tries.

Spokespersons for the FC
Balochistan (South) stated that
rigorous operations against il-
legal border crossings, human
trafficking syndicates, and un-
documented migration will con-
tinue unabated.

The paramilitary force re-
iterated its zero-tolerance
stance on border violations,
emphasizing that strict moni-
toring is being maintained to
uphold national immigration
laws and secure frontier lines.

Following the completion
of necessary legal procedures
and official documentation by
local authorities,

all 149 detained Afghan
nationals were repatriated to
Afghanistan through the des-
ignated border crossing.

BORDER SECURITY: Undocumented Afghan nationals sit under the custody of Frontier Corps (FC)
Balochistan (South) personnel following a successful intelligence-based raid in Nokkundi. A total of
149 illegal immigrants were detained while attempting to cross into neighboring countries through
unauthorized routes. — Quetta Voice Photo
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Balochistan’s Child Marriage
Prohibition Bill: A Long-Awaited

Step in the Right Direction

Editorial:
The recent passage of
the Child Marriage
Prohibition Bill by the
Balochistan Provincial
Assembly is a land-
mark moment in the
province’s journey to-
ward protecting chil-
dren and promoting
social justice. While
many have long
awaited this legisla-
tion, its adoption now
is a cause for im-
mense satisfaction, re-
flecting the
government’s com-
mitment to addressing
a critical societal is-
sue.

Under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti, the pro-
vincial government
has demonstrated pro-
fessionalism, transpar-
ency, and determina-
tion in ensuring that
this bill was enacted
through proper legisla-
tive procedures.

The thorough re-
view by assembly
committees over the
past six months shows
a deliberate and con-
sultative approach, pri-

oritizing consensus-
driven lawmaking.
This methodical pro-
cess ensures that
laws are not only en-
acted but are sustain-
able, widely sup-
ported, and rooted in
the public interest.

While opposition
voices, including those
from JUI-F, have criti-
cized the bill on reli-
gious grounds, their
dissent is part of a
healthy democratic
debate. However, it is
crucial to note that
protecting children
from early and forced
marriages is a univer-
sally recognized hu-
man rights concern.

The government’s
decision to move for-
ward, despite protests
and a walkout by op-
position lawmakers,
underscores its dedi-
cation to the welfare
of Balochistan’s
younger generations.

Indeed, the en-
actment of this bill,
though delayed, is a
step in the right direc-
tion.

It signals a com-
mitment to ending

harmful traditional
practices that compro-
mise children’s health,
education, and future
prospects.

By taking this de-
cisive action, the
Balochistan govern-
ment has set a prece-
dent for social reform,
human rights advo-
cacy, and legislative
responsibility in Paki-
stan.

In conclusion, the
passage of the Child
Marriage Prohibition
Bill is more than just a
legal milestone—it is a
moral and social im-
perative.

 The government
deserves praise for
prioritizing the welfare
of children, imple-
menting professional
legislative processes,
and taking a bold step
that will benefit count-
less lives across the
province. While dia-
logue and debate will
always be part of de-
mocracy, today marks
a day when gover-
nance acted in favor
of justice, progress,
and the future of
Balochistan.

Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm
Destroys 7M Fruit Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

Atta Kakar:
A devastating hail-
storm accompanied by
powerful winds has
caused widespread
destruction across Qila
Saifullah district in
Balochistan, damaging
more than 7 million
fruit trees and affect-
ing nearly 18,000
farmers and landown-
ers.
     The storm struck
on April 18, severely
impacting one of the
province’s most im-
portant horticultural
regions and leaving
thousands of rural
families facing major
economic uncertainty.

The disaster
caused extensive dam-
age to orchards, agri-
cultural land, and sea-

sonal crops, particu-
larly apple, apricot, and
grape farms that form
the backbone of the
local economy.

Farmers say years
of hard work and in-
vestment were wiped
out within minutes as
hail and strong winds
tore through villages
and farming areas
across the district.

Local growers
have described the
situation as cata-
strophic,

warning that
many families may
struggle to survive fi-
nancially without im-
mediate government
assistance.

Agriculture re-
mains the primary
source of income for a
large portion of Qila

Saifullah’s population,
and the destruction of
fruit orchards is ex-
pected to have long-
term economic conse-
quences for the re-
gion.

Residents and
farming communities
have expressed frus-
tration over delays in
relief and compensa-
tion efforts.

Many affected
farmers claim that of-
ficial assessment and
rehabilitation mea-
sures have been slow
despite the scale of
destruction.

Calls are growing
for the provincial and
federal governments
to announce emer-
gency compensation
packages, interest-
free agricultural loans,

and recovery support
for affected communi-
ties.

Farmers and local
representatives are
also demanding resto-
ration of damaged ir-
rigation systems and
the introduction of
crop insurance
mechanisms to help
rural communities re-
cover from climate-
related disasters.

They argue that
without urgent inter-
vention, the crisis
could deepen poverty
and unemployment
across the district.

The Qila Saifullah
hailstorm has once
again highlighted the
vulnerability of
Balochistan’s agricul-
ture sector to extreme
weather events.

Hypertension: The Silent Threat We Continue to Ignore
By Dr Rubaba Khan
Buledi:
Every year, World Hy-
pertension Day re-
minds us of a health
crisis that continues to
grow quietly across
the globe. Unlike
many diseases that ar-
rive with immediate
warning signs, hyper-
tension often develops
silently. A person may
appear healthy, con-
tinue daily routines,
and feel physically nor-
mal while high blood
pressure gradually
damages the heart,
kidneys, brain, and
blood vessels. This is
why medical experts
across the world de-
scribe hypertension as
the silent killer.

In Pakistan, the
burden of hyperten-
sion is increasing at an
alarming pace. Rapid
urbanisation, unhealthy
eating habits, physical
inactivity, smoking,
stress, and lack of rou-
tine medical checkups
have created condi-
tions where cardiovas-
cular diseases are be-
coming more common
among both older and
younger populations.
Unfortunately, many
individuals only dis-
cover they have high
blood pressure after
suffering from serious
complications such as
stroke, heart disease,
or kidney failure.

Women Neglect
Their Own Health,
Prioritise Family

What makes hy-
pertension particularly
dangerous is the lack
of awareness sur-
rounding it. In many
households, people still
consider blood pres-
sure problems to be

temporary conditions
caused only by stress
or fatigue. Self-medi-
cation and delayed
medical consultation
remain common prac-
tices.

A large number of
patients discontinue
medicines once they
start feeling better,
without understanding
that hypertension of-
ten requires lifelong
management and
regular monitoring.

The challenge be-
comes even more se-
rious in developing re-
gions where access to
healthcare facilities
remains limited. In ru-
ral and remote areas,
many people are un-
able to undergo rou-
tine health screenings
due to economic diffi-

culties, long travel dis-
tances, or lack of
awareness. Women,
especially in conserva-
tive societies, fre-
quently neglect their
own health while
prioritising family re-
sponsibilities.

As a result, hy-
pertension often re-
mains undiagnosed
until it reaches danger-
ous stages.

Another worrying
trend is the increasing
prevalence of hyper-
tension among
younger people. Fast
food consumption, ex-
cessive use of digital
devices, reduced
physical activity, and
rising mental stress are
contributing signifi-
cantly to this issue.
The modern lifestyle

has distanced many
people from healthy
daily habits that once
naturally supported
physical wellbeing.
Walking has been re-
placed by prolonged
sitting, home-cooked
meals by processed
food, and social inter-
action by constant digi-
tal engagement.

Public Awareness
Campaigns are Essen-
tial

Mental health also
plays an important role
in blood pressure re-
lated illnesses. Eco-
nomic uncertainty, un-
employment, work re-
lated pressure, and
social stress contribute
heavily to anxiety and
chronic tension. When
stress becomes a per-
manent part of life, it

directly affects the
cardiovascular sys-
tem. Unfortunately,
mental health aware-
ness remains weak in
many societies, where
emotional wellbeing is
often ignored or mis-
understood.

Preventing hyper-
tension does not al-
ways require expen-
sive treatment. In
many cases, small but
consistent lifestyle
changes can signifi-
cantly reduce health
risks. Balanced diets,
reduced salt intake,
regular exercise,
proper sleep, and
avoidance of smoking
can greatly improve
cardiovascular health.
Even simple daily hab-
its such as walking for
thirty minutes, drinking

enough water, and
managing stress levels
can make a noticeable
difference.

Public awareness
campaigns are essen-
tial in this regard. Gov-
ernments, healthcare
institutions, educa-
tional organizations,
and media platforms
must work together to
educate people about
the dangers of uncon-
trolled blood pressure.
Schools and colleges
should also encourage
health education pro-
grams that teach
young people the im-
portance of nutrition,
physical activity, and
preventive healthcare.

Technology can
also become an effec-
tive tool in tackling hy-
p e r t e n s i o n .

Telemedicine, mobile
health applications,
and digital awareness
campaigns can help
reach communities
that lack direct access
to medical profession-
als. Regular blood
pressure monitoring
devices are now more
accessible and can
help individuals take
responsibility for their
own health. However,
technology alone can-
not solve the problem
without public willing-
ness to adopt healthier
lifestyles.

A Healthier Soci-
ety Cannot be Built
Through Hospitals
Alone

Healthcare sys-
tems must shift their
focus from treatment
alone to prevention
and early diagnosis.
Preventive healthcare
is not only more effec-
tive but also more af-
fordable in the long
term. Hospitals across
Pakistan continue to
face increasing pres-
sure from patients suf-
fering from prevent-
able cardiovascular
complications. Invest-
ing in awareness and
early intervention can
reduce this burden sig-
nificantly.

Women’s health
deserves special at-
tention in discussions
surrounding hyperten-
sion. Pregnancy re-
lated hypertension,
hormonal changes,
nutritional deficien-
cies, and limited
healthcare access
place many women at
greater risk. Commu-
nity level awareness
programs targeting
mothers and families
can play a vital role in
early detection and

treatment.
The role of family

support is equally im-
portant. Healthy living
becomes easier when
families collectively
adopt positive habits.
Shared meals with bal-
anced nutrition, re-
duced dependence on
unhealthy food, and
encouragement for
physical activity can
create healthier com-
munities from within
households them-
selves.

World Hyperten-
sion Day should not re-
main a symbolic ob-
servance marked only
through seminars and
official statements. It
should encourage se-
rious reflection on how
modern lifestyles are
affecting public health.
Hypertension is no
longer a disease af-
fecting only the eld-
erly. It is becoming a
widespread societal
challenge that requires
collective responsibil-
ity and long term com-
mitment.

A healthier soci-
ety cannot be built
through hospitals
alone. It requires
awareness, discipline,
preventive care, and
responsible choices at
both individual and
community levels. The
fight against hyperten-
sion begins not in
emergency rooms but
in our homes, schools,
workplaces, and daily
routines.

If societies truly
wish to reduce the
growing burden of
cardiovascular dis-
ease, they must recog-
nize one simple reality.
Prevention is always
more powerful than
cure.

Experts warn that
climate-related disas-
ters, including hail-
storms, droughts, and
flash floods, are be-
coming increasingly
frequent in the prov-
ince,

placing additional
pressure on farmers
already struggling with
limited infrastructure
and rising production
costs.

Analysts say
stronger disaster man-
agement systems, cli-
mate-resilient agricul-
tural policies, and
faster

emergency re-
sponse mechanisms
are essential to protect
rural livelihoods and
ensure long-term sta-
bility in Balochistan’s
farming sector.
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Quetta Has Sufficient Petrol
Supply, Action Against Hoarders

and Profiteers to Continue: Deputy
Commissioner Mehrullah Badini

World Environment Day 2026 Celebrated in
Naseerabad with Tree Plantation Drive and

Environmental Awareness Campaign

Quetta Administration Reviews Fuel Supply Situation,
Expects Relief with Arrival of 315,000 Liters of Petrol

NASEERABAD: In line
with global celebrations
of World Environment
Day, a dignified cer-
emony was held at Cir-
cuit House Dera Murad
Jamali in District
Naseerabad to highlight
the importance of envi-
ronmental protection,
sustainable resource
management, and cli-
mate change
awareness.The chief
guest of the event was
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Naseerabad Division,
Salahuddin Noorzai.
Other distinguished par-
ticipants included
Deputy Commissioner
Naseerabad Captain (R)
Zulfiqar Ali Karar, SSP
Naseerabad Asad Nasir,
District Health Officer
Dr. Ayaz Jamali, Superin-
tending Engineer Irriga-
tion Mudassar Zafar
Khosa, Superintending
Engineer B&R Fida
Hussain Khosa, Deputy
Director Agriculture
Zaheer Ahmed Umrani,
Dr. Habib Pindrani, fe-
male officers, divisional
and district heads of
various government de-
partments, and other no-

Loralai Education Review Meeting Focuses on Teacher
Attendance, School Facilities, and Development Projects

QUETTA : Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta,
Mehrullah Badini, has
assured citizens that
sufficient petrol stocks
are available in Quetta
and that the district ad-
ministration is actively
working to strengthen
the fuel supply system

day, while an additional
600,000 liters were being
distributed on Wednes-
day to ensure uninter-
rupted fuel availability
for residents.

The Deputy Com-
missioner rejected con-
cerns that petrol would
become unavailable in

following disruptions in
the supply of Iranian
petrol.

Speaking at a press
conference at his office
on Wednesday, the
Deputy Commissioner
said the administration
had become fully active
in response to increased
demand and fears of a
fuel shortage, which
emerged after the sus-
pension of Iranian petrol
supplies to several areas
of Balochistan.

He noted that Ira-
nian petrol had tradition-
ally been supplied to
many parts of the prov-
ince, but recent disrup-
tions led to an unusual
rush at petrol stations
across Quetta.

To address the situ-
ation, the district admin-
istration immediately
contacted petrol pump
owners and coordinated
efforts to improve fuel
distribution. According
to Mehrullah Badini,
Quetta currently has 60
registered petrol pumps.

He revealed that
400,000 liters of petrol
were supplied to various
filling stations across
the city on the previous

table personalities.As
part of the World Envi-
ronment Day celebra-
tions, the Forest Depart-
ment launched a tree
plantation campaign,
during which saplings
were planted. Partici-
pants were also briefed
on environmental con-
servation, the protection
of natural resources, and
the growing threats
posed by climate
change.
      Addressing the
gathering,  Commis-
sioner Naseerabad Divi-
sion Salahuddin Noorzai
stated that the purpose
of observing World En-

LORALAI: An impor-
tant meeting of the Dis-
trict Education Group
Committee was held un-
der the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Loralai, Captain (R)
Muhammad Haseeb
Shuja, to review the
overall educational situ-
ation across the district,
including teacher atten-
dance, provision of ba-
sic facilities in schools,
and the progress of on-
going development
projects.

The meeting was
attended by District
Education Officer Abdul
Hameed Abro, District
Education Officer (Fe-
male) Fozia Durrani,
Deputy District Educa-
tion Officer Muhammad
Tariq, Deputy District
Education Officer (Fe-
male) Qamar Sultana,
RTSM Muhammad
Khan, District Supervi-
sor Balochistan Educa-
tion Foundation
Muhammad Bashir, and
other officials from the
Education Department.

During the meeting,
participants reviewed
teacher rationalization,

vironment Day is to
raise public awareness
about environmental
p r o t e c t i o n ,
afforestation,pollution
control, and the respon-
sible use of natural re-
sources. He emphasized
that climate change has
become a serious global
challenge, and Pakistan,
including Balochistan, is
increasingly experienc-
ing i ts adverse
impacts.He noted that
rising temperatures, pro-
longed droughts, devas-
tating floods, and other
natural disasters under-
score the urgent need
for collective action to

protect the
environment.Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Naseerabad Captain (R)
Zulfiqar Ali Karar said
that a clean and healthy
environment is the fun-
damental right of every
citizen. However, he
stressed that safeguard-
ing this right requires
every individual to ful-
fill their responsibilities
by planting more trees,
conserving water, reduc-
ing environmental pollu-
tion, and using natural
resources wisely.SSP
Naseerabad Asad Nasir
and other speakers high-
lighted that mitigating

the effects of environ-
mental pollution and cli-
mate change requires
coordinated efforts from
the government, institu-
tions, and the public.
They emphasized that
protecting forests, water
resources,  and
biodiversity is essential
for ensuring a secure
and sustainable future
for coming
generations.The speak-
ers further noted that
tree plantation plays a
vital role in improving
environmental condi-
tions and serves as an
effective tool for com-
bating climate change.
They reaffirmed their
commitment to promot-
ing an eco-friendly
lifestyle, supporting af-
forestation initiatives,
and safeguarding natu-
ral resources.The cer-
emony concluded with
participants renewing
their pledge to protect
the environment, con-
tribute to a greener and
more prosperous
Balochistan, and ensure
a clean, safe, and sus-
tainable environment for
future generations.

the coming days, em-
phasizing that the sup-
ply chain remains fully
operational and that fuel
deliveries will continue
on a regular basis.

He explained that
following the suspen-
sion of Iranian petrol
supplies, many consum-
ers shifted to registered
petrol stations, resulting
in increased traffic and
long queues at some lo-
cations.

However, he dis-
missed reports suggest-
ing that Iranian petrol
had been granted legal
status, stating that no
such decision had been
made by the authorities.

Mehrullah Badini
warned that hoarders
and profiteering groups
often become active dur-
ing periods of uncer-
tainty, adding that the
district administration is
closely monitoring the
market and will take strict
action against anyone
involved in hoarding or
unfair pricing practices.

He also disclosed
that complaints regard-
ing short-filling and in-
accurate fuel measure-
ment at certain petrol

stations had been re-
ceived. Relevant au-
thorities have been di-
rected to investigate the
matter and take legal ac-
tion where necessary.

The Deputy Com-
missioner appealed to
citizens not to pay atten-
tion to rumors and to

Duki District Committee Reviews
Financial Assistance Applications
Under Special Support Program

DUKI: A key meeting
of the District-Level
Committee under the
Special Support Pro-
gram (SSP) was held
in Duki under the
chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Naeem
Khan to review appli-
cations seeking finan-

Participants were
briefed on the appli-
cants’ economic con-
ditions, educational re-
quirements, and medi-
cal needs, enabling the
committee to make in-
formed decisions re-
garding eligibility and
assistance.

Addressing the

that the district admin-
istration is utilizing all
available resources to
address public con-
cerns and effectively
monitor welfare initia-
tives across the dis-
trict.

At the conclusion
of the meeting, sev-
eral applications were

approved for financial
assistance, while oth-
ers were referred to
the relevant depart-
ments for further veri-
fication and comple-
tion of required docu-
mentation.

Participants reaf-
firmed their commit-
ment to ensuring
timely support for de-
serving individuals and
maintaining transpar-
ency in the implemen-
tation of welfare pro-
grams under the Spe-
cial Support Program.

Duki Special Sup-
port Program, SSP
Duki meeting, Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Muhammad Naeem
Khan, financial assis-
tance Duki, education
support program
Balochistan, medical
aid Duki district, social
welfare initiatives Pa-
kistan, welfare
schemes Balochistan,
deserving families as-
sistance, Duki latest
news June 2026, dis-
trict administration
welfare programs.

meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Muhammad
Naeem Khan empha-
sized that public wel-
fare remains one of
the government's top
priorities and that pro-
viding timely relief to
deserving citizens is a
fundamental responsi-
bility of the district ad-
ministration.

He stated that the
Special Support Pro-
gram is an effective
initiative aimed at as-
sisting vulnerable and
underprivileged seg-
ments of society, help-
ing reduce the hard-
ships faced by low-in-
come families through
targeted financial sup-
port.

The Deputy Com-
missioner directed all
concerned depart-
ments to ensure trans-
parency, impartiality,
and strict adherence to
merit during the scru-
tiny process so that
public resources reach
the rightful beneficia-
ries.

He further noted

cial assistance for edu-
cation and medical
treatment.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Director Social Wel-
fare Sultan
Muhammad Nasir,
District Health Officer
Dr. Bahadur Khan,
Deputy District Edu-
cation Officer
Masoom Khan Luni,
District Sports Officer
Nasir Khan Panizai,
and other relevant of-
ficials from various
government depart-
ments.

During the ses-
sion, committee mem-
bers conducted a de-
tailed review of appli-
cations received un-
der the categories of
educational expenses
and healthcare assis-
tance. All requests
were evaluated in ac-
cordance with estab-
lished rules, regula-
tions, and merit crite-
ria to ensure that finan-
cial aid reaches genu-
inely deserving indi-
viduals and families.

the availability of essen-
tial facilities in educa-
tional institutions, the
operational status of
school buses,  the
monthly RTSM report,
the restoration of closed
schools, and the inspec-
tion and progress of
construction projects
being implemented un-
der PSDP, BSDI, and
PMU programs.

A performance re-
port on educational ini-
tiatives being carried
out with the support of
the Balochistan Educa-
tion Foundation (BEF)
and UNICEF was also
presented.

Addressing the

meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Captain (R)
Muhammad Haseeb
Shuja emphasized that
education is the founda-
tion of societal develop-
ment and that teachers
are the architects of the
nation.

He directed all
teachers to ensure regu-
lar attendance and fulfill
their teaching responsi-
bilities with dedication
and honesty.

     He made it clear
that absenteeism and
negligence in duties
would not be tolerated
under any circum-
stances.

The Deputy Com-

missioner instructed rel-
evant officials to take
practical measures for
the immediate reopen-
ing of closed schools,
ensure the provision of
necessary facilities in
educational institutions,
and complete ongoing
development projects
within the stipulated
timeframe.

He stated that pro-
viding quality education
to children remains the
top priority of the dis-
trict administration and
that all available re-
sources will be utilized to
achieve this objective.

The meeting also
decided that the perfor-

QUETTA: A high-
level meeting chaired by
Quetta Division Com-
missioner Shahzeb Khan
Kakar was held to review
and improve the supply
of petrol in Quetta city
amid concerns over fuel
availability.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Commissioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini, Assis-
tant Commissioner City
Quetta Ameer Hamza, as
well as representatives
of oil marketing compa-
nies, the Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority
(OGRA), and the Petro-
leum Dealers Associa-
tion.

During the session,
participants conducted a
detailed assessment of
petrol demand and sup-
ply across the city. Rep-
resentatives of oil mar-
keting companies
briefed the commis-
sioner on the current
situation and informed
the meeting that ap-
proximately 315,000 liters
of petrol is currently in

Barkhan Administration Strengthens Maternal and Child
Healthcare Services Through Interdepartmental Coordination

mance of schools across
the district would be
continuously moni-
tored.

Special campaigns
will be launched to in-
crease student enroll-
ment, improve literacy
rates, and enhance edu-
cational standards.

Participants reaf-
firmed their commitment
to working collectively
in line with the Govern-
ment of Balochistan’s
vision to bring further
improvements to the
education sector and
ensure better learning
opportunities for stu-
dents throughout the
district.

transit to Quetta.
They expressed

confidence that the ar-
rival of the fuel consign-
ment would significantly
improve the supply situ-
ation in the coming
days.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Shahzeb Khan Kakar di-
rected all registered
petrol pump owners to
immediately submit their
fuel demand require-
ments to the respective
oil marketing compa-
nies.

He warned that
dealers who fail to fol-
low the prescribed pro-
cedure and submit their
demand requests on
time would face admin-
istrative action.

The commissioner

further stated that once
dealers submit their re-
quirements, it will be the
responsibility of the oil
companies to ensure
timely delivery and main-
tain a smooth supply
chain.

To ensure fair distri-
bution of fuel during the
current situation, the
meeting also decided
that petrol would not be
sold in cans or bottles at
filling stations.

Authorit ies ap-
pealed to the public to
cooperate with petrol
pump operators and
avoid unnecessary
hoarding or panic buy-
ing.

In order to maintain
law and order around
fuel stations, police au-

thorities were instructed
to increase patrolling
across the city.

The move aims to
ensure discipline at
petrol pumps and pre-
vent inconvenience to
citizens.

Addressing the
meeting, Commissioner
Shahzeb Khan Kakar
said that the district ad-
ministration and rel-
evant institutions are
utilizing all available re-
sources to restore nor-
mal fuel supplies as
quickly as possible.

He reiterated in-
structions for registered
petrol pump owners to
submit their demands
immediately while direct-
ing oil companies to
keep supply chains fully

operational.
He also urged resi-

dents to remain calm and
avoid paying attention
to rumors, assuring them
that petrol supplies
would soon return to
normal and that the ad-
ministration is continu-
ously monitoring the
situation.

Quetta petrol short-
age, Quetta fuel supply
update, Commissioner
Shahzeb Khan Kakar,
petrol availability in
Quetta, OGRA Quetta
meeting, oil marketing
companies Pakistan,
Quetta petrol pumps,
fuel crisis Balochistan,
petrol supply restora-
tion Quetta, 315000 liters
petrol Quetta, Quetta lat-
est news June 2026.

avoid unnecessary panic
buying or fuel stockpil-
ing.

He reiterated that all
necessary measures are
being taken to ensure a
steady and continuous
supply of petrol
throughout the city.

Responding to a
question about mobile
internet services,
Mehrullah Badini stated
that mobile data services
had been temporarily
suspended due to secu-
rity concerns.

He added that rel-
evant institutions are
continuously assessing
the situation to ensure
the protection of citi-
zens' lives and property.

Quetta petrol sup-
ply update,  Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Mehrullah Badini,
Quetta fuel shortage
news, Iranian petrol sup-
ply suspension, petrol
availability in Quetta,
Balochistan fuel crisis,
Quetta petrol pumps,
anti-hoarding measures
Quetta,  petrol stock
Quetta 2026, mobile data
suspension Quetta, lat-
est Quetta news June
2026.

BARKHAN: On the di-
rectives of Deputy Com-
missioner Saeed Ur
Rehman Kakar, an impor-
tant meeting focusing on
maternal and child
health, family planning,
and the provision of es-
sential healthcare ser-
vices was held under the
chairmanship of Assis-
tant Commissioner
Ahsamuddin Kakar.

The meeting was
attended by District
Population Welfare Of-
ficer Eid Muhammad

Khetran and District
Health Officer Dr.
Mujeeb Bugti, along
with other relevant offi-
cials.

Participants dis-
cussed measures to im-
prove healthcare ser-
vices in Barkhan and en-
hance coordination be-
tween the Population
Welfare Department and
the Health Department.
Several

key decisions were
made to strengthen
healthcare delivery, par-

ticularly in the areas of
reproductive health, ma-
ternal care, and family
planning services.

A major decision
taken during the meeting
was to integrate the
Population Welfare
Department’s Family
Welfare Centers (FWCs)
with the Health Depart-
ment to ensure the pro-
vision of round-the-
clock reproductive
health and medical ser-
vices for the public.

The meeting also

approved the deploy-
ment of Family Welfare
Workers (FWWs) at vari-
ous healthcare facilities
across the district.

Under the new ar-
rangement, one Family
Welfare Worker has
been assigned to the
District Headquarters
(DHQ) Hospital
Barkhan, another to
BHU Naharkot, and a
third to BHU Rakni.

The deployed staff
will provide services re-
lated to maternal and

child healthcare, delivery
cases, family planning,
and other basic
healthcare needs on a
regular basis.

Addressing the
meeting, Assistant Com-
missioner Ahsamuddin
Kakar stated that the dis-
trict administration is
committed to ensuring
quality and timely
healthcare services
through stronger coor-
dination and collabora-
tion among all relevant
departments.
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NUMS Medical and Dental College Admission Test (MDCAT)
2026 Complete Guide in Pakistan

17 terrorists killed in Balochistan operations after
Quetta train attack: ISPR

Dr Syed Muhammad
Yaseen :
The National University
of Medical Sciences
(NUMS) conducts its
Medical and Dental Col-
lege Admission Test
(MDCAT) every year for
students seeking admis-
sion in MBBS and BDS
programs in NUMS-af-
fil iated insti tutions
across Pakistan. The
NUMS MDCAT 2026 is
a highly important entry
test for students aiming
to secure admission in
prestigious medical col-
leges such as Army
Medical College
Rawalpindi, CMH medi-
cal colleges, Bahria Uni-
versity Medical and
Dental College Karachi,
Foundation University
Medical College, and
Fazaia Medical College.
Unlike PMDC MDCAT,
NUMS MDCAT is a
separate entry test and
is mandatory for admis-
sion in NUMS-con-
trolled institutions.

According to the
latest official schedule,
NUMS MDCAT 2026
registration has already
started from 18 May
2026. Students are ad-
vised to apply before the
closing deadline to
avoid late fees or last-
minute issues. The last
date for regular registra-
tion is 8 June 2026 until
4:00 PM, while the late
registration option re-
mains open until 15 June
2026 with an additional
fee. The NUMS MDCAT
2026 exam is expected to
be held on 23 August

Mahmood Khan Achakzai
Challenges FIR in Balochistan

High Court, Calls for
Independent Parliament

2026 (Sunday) at 10:00
AM across Pakistan and
selected international
test centers.

The fee structure
for NUMS MDCAT 2026
varies depending on lo-
cation and registration
time. For candidates ap-
pearing in Pakistan, the
regular registration fee is
Rs. 7,500, while the late
registration fee is Rs.
8,500. For international
candidates, the fee is
significantly higher, with
Rs. 40,000 for regular
registration and Rs.
50,000 for late registra-
tion. It is important to
note that the fee submit-
ted for NUMS MDCAT
is non-refundable and
non-transferable under
any circumstances.

Students are eli-
gible to apply for NUMS
MDCAT 2026 if they
have completed FSc Pre-
Medical, HSSC, A-Level,
or an equivalent qualifi-
cation with Biology,
Chemistry, and Physics
as core subjects. Stu-
dents who are currently
waiting for their final re-
sults are also eligible to
apply. The test is open
for Pakistani nationals,
overseas Pakistanis,
dual nationals, and for-
eign students. Age re-
strictions apply accord-
ing to NUMS policy, and
candidates under 18 may
require a NADRA juve-
nile card for verification
purposes.

The application
process for NUMS
MDCAT 2026 is com-
pletely online. Candi-

dates are required to
visit the official NUMS
admission portal and
create an account using
a valid email address and
mobile number. After
registration, applicants
must fill in their personal
and academic details
carefully, ensuring accu-
racy with their educa-
tional documents. They
are also required to se-

lect their preferred test
center, either within Pa-
kistan or abroad. Once
the form is completed,
candidates must upload
required documents in-
cluding CNIC, B-Form or
passport, and a recent
passport-size photo-
graph. After completing
the application form,
candidates are required
to pay the registration

fee using available pay-
ment methods such as
KuickPay, online bank-
ing, debit or credit card,
or bank challan through
designated banks like
Askari Bank. Once pay-
ment is confirmed, appli-
cants must submit the
form online and down-
load the confirmation
slip for future reference.
The admit card for

NUMS MDCAT 2026 will
be issued later and must
be printed and carried on
exam day.

The NUMS
MDCAT 2026 exam is a
multiple-choice ques-
tion-based test covering
core science subjects
including Biology,
Chemistry, Physics, En-
glish, and an aptitude-
based psychological

150 personnel from Islamabad
police's security division assigned

to GB election duty

section. The syllabus is
based on FSc Pre-Medi-
cal curriculum and fo-
cuses on conceptual un-
derstanding rather than
rote memorization. The
test is designed to evalu-
ate analytical thinking,
scientific reasoning, and
subject knowledge re-
quired for medical edu-
cation.

Students must fol-

low strict instructions
on exam day. Candidates
are required to arrive at
least three hours before
the test starts, as entry
closes 30 minutes before
the examination. Mobile
phones, smart watches,
calculators,  and any
electronic devices are
strictly prohibited inside
the examination hall.
Biometric verification is
mandatory, and candi-
dates must bring their
original admit card along
with identification docu-
ments.

NUMS MDCAT
2026 is one of the most
competitive medical en-
try tests in Pakistan, es-
pecially for students
aiming for Army Medical
College and other
NUMS-affiliated institu-
tions. Proper prepara-
tion, understanding of
the syllabus, and timely
registration are essential
for success in this exam.
Students are strongly
advised not to wait until
the last date and com-
plete their application
process as early as pos-
sible.

In summary, NUMS
MDCAT 2026 registra-
tion is open from 18 May
2026, with the last date
for regular registration
on 8 June 2026 and late
registration until 15 June
2026. The exam will be
conducted on 23 Au-
gust 2026. This test is a
crucial gateway for ad-
mission into top military
and NUMS-affiliated
medical colleges in Paki-
stan.

Staff Reporter:
QUETTA: Opposition
Leader in the National
Assembly and Chair-
man of the
Pashtunkhwa Milli
Awami Party
(PkMAP), Mahmood
Khan Achakzai, on
Wednesday chal-
lenged an FIR regis-
tered against him in
the Balochistan High
Court,
     while reiterating
that a truly elected and
independent parlia-
ment remains the only
path to political stabil-
ity in Pakistan.

The FIR, lodged
on the complaint of a
man identified as
Waleed Khan, ac-
cuses Achakzai of
making alleged “sedi-
tious remarks”

against state insti-
tutions during a public
speech. Appearing
before the Balochistan
High Court, the vet-
eran politician chal-
lenged the case, argu-
ing against the legal
proceedings initiated
against him.

Following the
hearing, Achakzai ad-
dressed members of
the Balochistan High
Court Bar,

where he said the
Tehreek Tahafuz
Ayee n- e - P aki s tan
(Movement for the
Protection of
Pakistan’s Constitu-
tion) was the only po-

litical alliance formed
independently, without
the backing of what he
described as “power-
ful quarters.”

He said Pakistan
and Balochistan’s
longstanding issues
could only be resolved
through truth, constitu-
tional governance, and
democratic institu-
tions, adding that an in-
dependent parliament
was essential for na-
tional stability.

“Bringing only
tribal elites and influ-
ential figures into the
political process will
not solve the
province’s problems,”
he said, stressing
broader public partici-
pation.

Achakzai high-
lighted the importance
of the 1973 Constitu-
tion, saying lawyers
understand the sacri-
fices made for its for-
mation.

He argued that
constitutional su-
premacy and judicial
independence remain
vital for resolving na-
tional disputes.

Calling for free,
fair, and transparent
elections, Achakzai
said regular electoral
exercises alone are in-
sufficient if they fail to
reflect the genuine
mandate of the
people.

Criticizing what
he described as the in-

creasing role of money
in politics, he alleged
that parliamentary
seats are often influ-
enced by financial
power, leaving ordi-
nary citizens without
effective representa-
tion.

He also said
those speaking for
constitutional rights
are frequently labeled
as traitors,

despite the Con-
stitution clearly defin-
ing both citizens’ rights
and acts of disloyalty
to the state.

On Balochistan’s
resources, Achakzai
maintained that local
communities should
have the first right
over provincial wealth.

He clarified that
his political movement
was not against any
institution but opposed
the misuse of state sys-
tems for political pur-
poses.

“Every country
has intelligence agen-
cies, but institutions
should not be used
against political oppo-
nents,” he said.

Warning against
growing political ten-
sions, Achakzai said
Pakistan must not be
pushed toward internal
conflict and added that
remaining silent under
current circumstances
amounts to ignoring
serious national con-
cerns.

NEWS DESK: Secu-
rity forces have killed
17 terrorists belonging
to the Indian-spon-
sored Fitna-al-
Hindustan in a series
of operations across
Balochistan following
the May 24 terrorist
attack on a train in
Quetta, the military's
media wing said on
Tuesday. Last month,
at least 14 people, in-
cluding three Frontier
Corps (FC) personnel,
were martyred and
several others criti-
cally injured in a ter-
rorist attack near the
Chaman Phatak area
of Quetta.

In a statement is-
sued today, the Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said se-
curity forces launched
a series of intelli-
gence-based opera-
tions in different dis-
tricts of Balochistan
after the train attack.

“Post train inci-
dent on May 24, 2026,
security forces con-
ducted a series of in-
telligence-based op-
erations in Mastung,
Nushki, Zehri,

Khuzdar and Kech
districts of
Balochistan prov-
ince,” the ISPR said.

It added that
troops effectively en-
gaged multiple terror-
ist hideouts during the
operations. “Following
intense and fierce ex-
changes of fire, 17 ter-
rorists belonging to In-
dian-sponsored Fitna-
al-Hindustan have
been sent to hell, giv-
ing a significant blow
to the terrorist net-
works operating in
these areas,” said the
statement.

Operation Marka-e-
Haq against India last
year. The ISPR said
weapons, ammunition,
a large cache of ex-
plosives and prepared
improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) were
recovered from the
slain militants.

According to the
statement, they were
actively involved in
numerous terrorist ac-
tivities in the area.

“Sanitisation op-
erations continue to
eliminate terrorists
from these areas, as
relentless counter ter-

by security forces and
law enforcement
agencies of Pakistan
will continue at full
pace to wipe out the

menace of foreign-
sponsored and sup-
ported terrorism from
the country,” it con-
cluded.

F i t n a - a l -
Hindustan is a term
used by the state to
refer to terrorist
groups operating in
Balochistan following

rorism campaign un-
der vision ‘Azm e
Istehkam’ (as ap-
proved by Federal
Apex Committee on
National Action Plan)

NEWS DESK: In addi-
tion to 6,000 Punjab po-
lice personnel, 150 police
personnel from the secu-
rity division of
Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT) police have
been assigned for Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB) election
duty, with a total of 2,000
personnel expected to
be dispatched to the re-
gion. General elections in
GB are scheduled for
Sunday, with election
campaigns already un-
derway by major politi-
cal parties.

The 150 police per-
sonnel selected from the
security division for GB
election duty had been
guarding high-profile
buildings and installa-
tions in the federal capi-
tal, as well as performing
sensitive security du-
ties, such as escorting
foreign delegations.

They will leave for
GB on Thursday amid
tight security and will be
back in Islamabad on
June 9 (Tuesday).

Of the 150 ICT po-

lice personnel, 30 per-
sonnel have been se-
lected from the Special
Protection Unit (SPU),
five from the President’s
House, 20 from the Prime
Minister’s House, six
from the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO), 10 from
the Foreign Office (FO)
guard duty and 10 from
the high security zone.

The security divi-
sion wing of Islamabad
police has been guard-
ing several high-profile
buildings, including the
President’s House, the
PM House, PMO, Na-
tional Assembly, Police
Lines, Special Services
Group (SSG) Lines and
the District  Judicial
Complex. The security

division also escorts for-
eign delegations visiting
Islamabad and its SPU is
deputed with Chinese
nationals. Meanwhile,
convoys of Punjab po-
lice personnel to be de-
ployed in GB for election
security duty started de-
parting from Rawalpindi
and Lahore on Tuesday,
escorted by armed police

personnel and accompa-
nied by Rescue 1122
ambulance to ensure
their safe transportation.

“The deployed es-
cort will not leave the
convoy without hand-
ing it over to another
district’s escort,” a direc-
tive from the additional
inspector general (AIG)
operations said.


