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Six Terrorists Killed in Intelligence-Led

Web Desk:

Security forces killed six sus-
pected terrorists during a tar-
geted intelligence-based op-
eration (IBO) in Balochistan’s
Panjgur district, the military’s
media wing stated.

According to a statement
issued by the Inter Services
Public Relations(ISPR), the
operation was conducted af-
ter intelligence reports identi-
fied the presence of armed
militants in the area.

Acting on credible infor-
mation, security personnel
launched a coordinated raid on
multiple suspected hideouts
during the night between June
3 and June 4

The operation resulted in
an intense exchange of fire,
during which six terrori;
were killed. Security officials
also recovered a cache of
weapons, ammunition, impro-
vised explosive devices
(IEDs), and a vehicle allegedly
used by the militants.

Authorities said the de-
ceased terrorists were be-
lieved to have been involved
in several terrorists activities
and security-related incidents
in the n.gmn

Operation in Panjgur:

p cl op-
erauon is underway to locate
and eliminate any remaining
threats in the area.

The military reiterated its
commitment to continuing in-
telligence-led operations

across the country, emphasiz-
ing that security forces and law
enforcement agencies remain
determined to dismantle terror-
ists networks and maintain
peace and stability.

The latest development
follows a series of intelli

ISPR

Kech, where security forces
reportedly i 7 ter-

(LlllgCnLL driven operations in
h amid ongoing ef-

based operations carried out
carlier this week in various dis-
tricts of Balochistan, including

Mastung, Nushki, Khuzdar and

rorists as part of an intensified

counterterrorism campaign.
Pakistan’s security appa-

ratus has recently increased in-

forts to combat militancy,
strengthen law and order, and
protect strategic infrastructure
across the province.

CM Afridi threatens
sit-in outside NA if
denied meeting
with Imran

NEWS DESK:

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi on Thursday
announced that if he wasn’t al-
lowed to meet PTI founder Imran
Khan in jail by June 9, a sit-in
would be staged by the party
outside the National Assembly
next day.

““All available constitutional
and legal avenues have been ex-
hausted, so peaceful protest con-
stitutes our legitimate democratic
right,* the CM said after perform-
ing the groundbreaking for an
underpass at Kabootar Chowk on
the Ring Road, a major urban
mobility project bemg undertaken

e provincial
government’s flagship
Revitalisation of Peshawar
Programme. The initiative is meant
torestore the provincial capital’s
gloryand transform it into a mod-
ern, integrated and sustainable
urban centre, according to an of-
ficial statement from the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat.

The Kabootar Chowk Under-
pass is being constructed at an
estimated cost of Rs1.989 billion
with a 60-day deadline.

The CM said that the upcom-
ing provincial budget would em-
body Mr Imran’s vision and place
parficular emphasis on the wel-
fare of low-income and
marginalised segments of society.

He said that people across
the country wished to see Mr

Khan receive appropriate medi-
cal care.Mr Afridi said that in line
with the vision of the PTI founder,
the provincial government had
embarked upon a new phase of
development focused on public
welfare.

Bilawal vows to ensure
ownership rights, 18th
Amendment protections
for Gilgit-Baltistan

NEWS DESK:

PPP  Chairman

Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari on Friday
promised to ensure the right of
ownership and the protections
of the 18th Constitutional
Amendment for the people of
Gilgit-Baltistan.

His remarks came during
a public rally in Gilgit, part of
his region-wide campaign
ahead of the June 7 clections.
Addressing the rally,
Bilawal said it was part of the
PPP’s election manifesto to
grantall constitutional rights to
the region, including the right
to own land and financial pro-
tections under the 18th Con-
stitutional Amendment.
He urged the people of
GB to give the PPP a “heavy
mandate”, so the party could
continue its struggle to secure
the region’s ownership rights,
calling on them to spread his
message.

Bilawal said legislation on
the matter had been tabled in
the Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly
and had been passed by the
house.

“As per the legislation,
28,000 squarc miles of land
owned by the government has
been converted into common
land.

We have fulfilled our
promise to this stage,” the PPP
chairman said.

Bilawal added that the leg-
islation should now be imple-
mented.

“I request the people of
Gilgit-Baltistan that this time I
need a heavy majority,” he
said, warning that if any party
other than the PPP came into
power, it would “tear this leg-
islation apart™.

“Whether you belong to
the PPP or not, I request all

the people of the region to vote | -

for the PPP, because only we
can safeguard ownership
rights.”

World Environment Day: Balochistan
CM Announces Stronger Climate Action,
Forest Conservation Measures

NEWS DESK:

On the occasion of World En-
vironment Day 2026,
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti reaffirmed the
provincial government’s com-
mitment to tackling climate
change, protecting natural re-
sources, and promoting sus-
tainable development across
the province.

In a special message, the
Chief Minister said environ-
mental protection is directly
linked to human survival, eco-
nomic growth, and the well-
being of future generations.

He stressed that rising
temperatures, prolonged
droughts, water scarcity, and
environmental degradation
have made climate resilience
a top priority for Balocl

Highlighting the s:gnm-

s
cance of this year’s World En-
vironment Day theme, Bugti
noted that Balochistan remains
one of the regions most vul-
of cli-
mate change, making immedi-
ate environmental action es-
sential.
“The cffects of climate
change are becoming increas-
ingly visible throughout
Balochistan.
Promoting green policies

water resources continue to
threaten the province’s fragile
ccosystem.

Bugti said the provincial
government is expanding its af-
forestation campaign under the
Green Balochistan
Programme to increase tree
cover and strengthen environ-
mental sustainability.

He added that dedicated
conservation projects are un-
derway to protect and restore

ind
practices is no longer a choice
but a necessity,” he said.

The Chief Minister de-
scribed the historic Juniper for-
ests of Ziarat, protected na-
tional parks, and rare wildlife
species as invaluable natural
assets that require urgent pro-
tection and restoration efforts.

He warned that defores-
tation, illegal hunting, plastic
pollution, and the depletion of

o

the globally d Ziarat
Juniper forests.

The Chief Minister further
stated that the government is
investing in wildlife conserva-
tion initiatives,

water management
projects, and dam construction
to address growing environ-
mental and water security
challenges.

d strict

reducing plastic wa
ing measures against plastic
shopping bags and single-use
plastic products.

Calling for public partici-
pation, Bugti urged citizens to
adopt environmentally friendly
lifestyles and contribute to en-
vironmental protection efforts
by planting at least one tree
and ensuring its proper care.

“Water is one of
Balochistan’s most valuable
resources.

Preventing water wastage
and promoting conservation
must become a collective re-
sponsibility,” he said.

Reiterating the
government’s environmental
vision, the Chief Minister
pledged to utilize all available
resources to build a greener,
cleaner, climate-resilient, and

: 1 inabl

¢ also
enforcement of laws aimed at

envir
Balochistan.
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BUITEMS Organizes Open Day to
Inspire Students Across Balochistan

Saturday,June.06.2026

Editor: Asim Khan

Balochistan’s Tree Plantation
Drive Must Go Beyond
Ceremonies

Editorial:

Every spring, usually
between February and
March, Balochistan
witnesses the launch of
tree plantation cam-
paigns. Saplings are
planted at official cer-
emonies, photographs
circulate on social me-
dia, and hopeful state-
ments are issued about
a greener future.

While these efforts
matter, they fall short
of what the province
truly needs.

Balochistan is one
of the most climate-
vulnerable regions in
Pakistan and ranks
among the hardest-hit
areas globally by cli-
mate change.

Rising tempera-
tures, recurring
droughts, shrinking
water resources, and
disappearing wildlife
are no longer distant
threats—they are daily
realities for communi-
ties across the prov-
ince.

In such circum-
stances, tree plantation
cannot remain a sym-
bolic activity limited to
headlines and hashtags.

What is required is
a serious shift toward
sustainable plantation.
Planting a sapling is
only the first step.

Ensuring its sur-
vival—through protec-
tion, irrigation, moni-
toring, and community
ownership—is what
makes a difference.

The success of
plantation  drives
should be measured by
how many trees sur-
vive after one, three,
or five years, not by
the number of photo
sessions held.

The Forest and
Wildlife Department
must move beyond
publicity-driven cam-
paigns and focus on
long-term environ-
mental impact.

Native and
drought-resistant spe-
cies should be priori-

tized, while schools,
universities, and local
communities must be
made partners in pro-
tecting and nurturing
plantations.

Ata time when cli-
mate change threatens
livelihoods, Balochistan
does not need unneces-
sary  construction
projects or decorative
infrastructure.

It needs a large-
scale, province-wide
plantation initiative—
similar to a plantation
tsunami—with clear
targets aimed at reduc-
ing the effects of glo-
bal warming, improv-
ing air quality, and re-
storing ecological bal-
ance.

A genuinely sus-
tainable tree plantation
campaign can help se-
cure Balochistan’s fu-
ture. The province’s
environment cannot
wait for another season
of symbolic planting; it
needs action that takes
root and grows.

Syed Dara
Shikoh Amir:
QUETTA: The
Balochistan University
of Information Tech-

nology,
Engineering and Man-

5
agemenl Sciences
(BUITEMS) opened
its doors to thousands
of college students
from across the prov-
ince by hosting a vi-
brant “Open Day”,
showcasing its modern
academic facilities, in-
novative programs,
and lively campus cul-
ture.

Delivering a spe-

cial message,
BUITEMS Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Khalid Hafeez reaf-
firmed the university’s
mission of inclusive
education and knowl-

edge
stated:

“BUITEMS is the
university of every stu-
dent in Balochistan.
Our classrooms, re-
search opportunities,
and resources are
open for all so that no
young learner in the
province remains de-
prived ofquallty edu-
cation.”

sharing. He

The event at-
tracted an enthusiastic
response, with more
than 2,000 students
from 18+ colleges at-
tending. Visiting stu-
dents and their teach-

ers explored
BUITEMS’ faculties,
interacted directly with
professors, and par-
ticipated in detailed
career-guidance and
counseling sessions
designed to help them
choose the right aca-
demic path.Special
awareness stalls, de-
partmental exhibitions,
and program presenta-

tions provided stu-
dents with insights into
BUITEMS’  wide-
ranging degree pro-
grams, research pros-
pects, and campus
life. Many participants

strengthen the bridge
between the univer-
sity and youth across
Balochistan.

By holding this
large-scale Open Day,
BUITEMS has fur-

&

praised the initiative,
calling it a valuable
opportunity to connect
with higher education
and future career op-
tions.

Prof. Dr. Khalid
Hafeez applauded the
organizing team for
successfully conduct-
ing the Open Day,
adding that such out-
reach efforts

I

\ w2
ther solidified its repu-
tation as a center of
excellence in higher
education,

innovation, and
student empowerment
in Balochistan, en-
couraging  young
learners to strive for
academic success and
contribute to the
province’s develop-
ment.

South-West Asia and the War Against Narcotics:
Where Does Pakistan Stand?

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once
remarked that “a little
water clears us of this
deed” after the assas-
sination of the King.
Yet, with time, she re-
mained haunted, ob-
sessively rubbing her
hands in an attempt to
cleanse the imagined
stains of blood. The
persistence of narcot-
ics production and
trade in South-West
Asia resembles this
unending struggle —a
dark reality that can-
not be easily washed
away.

Afghamslan has
long been recognized
as the world’s largest
producer of opium,
with its roots tracing
back to the early
1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercus-
sions of this industry
spilled into neighboring
Pakistan and Iran. In
the late 2000s, Taliban
leader Mullah Omar
imposed a strict ban on
poppy cultivation
through threats, forced
eradication, and se-
vere punishments.
However, as revealed
by the UNODC
Opium Survey 2007,
the ban primarily tar-
geted cultivation while
the trade continued.
After the fall of the
Taliban, opium again
became a major
source of funding for
logistics, weapons, and
militia payments.

In 2022, the
Taliban leadership
once again announced
a ban on poppy culti-
vation, with Hibatullah
Akhundzada officially
declaring significant
reductions.  Some
‘Western reports, sup-
ported by satellite im-
agery, showcased de-

i A
clining poppy ficlds in
southern Afghanistan.
However, this raises
critical questions: Can
Afghanistan realisti-
cally abandon such a
central economic re-
source while facing
sanctions? And what
consequences does
this shift have for Pa-
kistan? While certain

international outlets
hastily claim that Pa-
kistan has become a
new hub for narcotics,
such narratives ignore
key realities. The issue
is not a simple matter
of “shifting sands” but
a complcx rcgmnal se-
curity The

stan, coupled with
cross-border networks
of drug traffickers,
means  temporary
shifts in cultivation are
often strategic rather
than permanent.
Moreover,
Afghamslan spwut to-
wards meth

porous border between
Pakistan and Afghani-

amine production —
highlighted by satellite

a
evidence of expanded
ephedra processing
hubs — reflects adap-
tive strategies of traf-
fickers rather than
genuine eradication.
In Pakistan, how-
ever, the situation is
markedly different.
Since 2001, the coun-
try has largely main-
tained its “poppy-free”

status, dcspnc spo-
radic splllovers from
Afghanistan. Follow-
ing the Taliban’s 2022
ban, some illicit culti-
vations did emerge in
border areas, particu-
larly within
Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed through

Pakistan’s  Poppy
Elimination Campaign
(PEC-2025). This
multi-agency effort,
led by the Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF)
and provincial admin-
istrations, successfully
destroyed thousands
of acres of illegal
poppy fields. Over 250
FIRs were registered,

dozens of arrests
were made, and
awareness campaigns
were launched across
educational institu-
tions. Importantly, in-
dependent surveys af-
ter March 2025 con-
firmed the effective-
ness of these eradica-
tion drives.

Pakistan’s deter-
mination to combat
narcotics often re-
mains under-reported
internationally, over-
shadowed by outdated
or selective portray-
als.

The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stabil-
ity but also for global
security.

What is urgently
needed is greater rec-
ognition of these ef-
forts by the interna-
tional community and
enhanced cooperation
from agencies such as
the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the
heart of global narcot-
ics trade routes,
Pakistan’s role is both
frontline and decisive.
Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from
a vulnerable transit
zone into a hub of op-
portunity, stability, and
resilience. Just as
Lady Macbeth’s imag-
ined guilt could not be
washed away with
water, the global com-
munity cannot absolve
itself of responsibility
by ignoring Pakistan’s
sacrifices and
achievements in this
ongoing struggle. The
fight against narcotics
requires collective rec-
ognition, support, and
action — not selective
narratives.
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BNP Holds Balochistan-Wide Protests Over Provincial Minister Haji Ali

Killing of Khalil Musayani Madad Jatak Meets Constituents,
: - | Reaffirms Commitment to Public

Welfare and Development

QUETTA: Senior leader  living conditions across ister also reiterated that
of the Pakistan Peoples the constituency. the Pakistan Peoples
Party and Provincial Speaking on the oc-  Party is committed to
Minister Haji Ali Madad = casion, Haji Ali Madad public service and re-
Jatak held a meeting at Jatak emphasized that mains dedicated to ful-
his residence with local  serving the public and filling the trust placed in
residents, communityel- resolving citizens’ is- it by the people.

ders, friends, and repre-  sues remain his top pri- He affirmed that the
sentatives from various orities. party will continue util
walks of life belongmg He stated that prac- ing all available re-

WEB DESK: The
Balochistan National
Party (BNP) organized
protest demonstrations
across Balochistan on
Thursday, including a
major rally outside the
Quetta Press Club, con-
demning the killing of
Khalil Musayani, son of
former Khuzdar district
chief Sardar Nasir
Musayani, and the de-
tention of several mem-
bers of his familyand as-
sociates.

The protests were
held on the directive of
the party leadership,
drawing a large number
of BNP workers, sup-
porters, and polmcal ac- a
tivists. Demonstrators Deputy Organizer Javed - Baloch, Labour Secre- eration at the residence ~ stances surrounding the

concerns over the Baloch criticized what tary Musa Baloch, offormer Khuzdar Nazim ~operation. - - - 4 k
incident and called for theydescribed asthede- Women  Secretary Sardar Nasir Musayani Party leaders said | 10 his constituency. tical measures are being - sources and capabil
transparency, account- terioratinglawand order Shakeela  Naveed resulted in the death of Sardar Nasir Musayani | _ Duringthe meeting, ~ implemented to acceler-  to promote sustainable
ability, and justice. situation in Balochistan. Dehwar, Human Rights his son Khalil Musayani has remained associated | Participants highlighted  ate constituency devel- development, enhance

ddressing  the Advocate Tahir Secretary Ahmed Nawaz and the arrest of other with democratic politics | Key issues affecting opment, improve access = public welfare, and im
gathering, BNP Central Shahwani conducted Baloch, and members of ~familymembersandrela- throughout his public | their areas, including in- to basic facilities, and = prove the quality of life
Senior Vice President the proceedings of the the party’s Central Ex- tives. They termed the life and argued that po- | ffastructure challenges, address the everyday for citizens across the
Sajid Tareen Advocate, event. Several senior ecutive Committee, also ~incident a serious viola- litical differences should | ongoing development  challenges faced by lo- region. Haji Ali Madad
Central Finance Secre- BNP leaders, including  attended the protest. tion of civil liberties and  be addressed through | Projects, and matters re- - cal communities. Jatak, Pakistan Peoples
tary Akhtar Hussain Central Information Sec- The speakers al- demanded an impartial constitutional and legal | 1ated to public welfare. He further noted Party, PPPleader, Provi
Lango, and District retary Agha Hassan leged thata security op- inquiry into the circum-  means. . Theprovincial min- - that continuous engage-  cial Minister, constitu-

ister listened carefullyto  ment with the public is ency development, pub-

Governor Mandokhail Lays Foundation Stone e ey i a2 Sovermimct and enour. mestmg. dovelopment
of HEC Regional Center in Quetta, Calls Tt a HiStOric | i chnwonin ingiatves e winine loci sovmance. pakr
Milestone for Higher Education Pobieis 300 T Tomprormmali Yomh

i ince - ermor Thanks Balochistan Home Department

Prime Minister and HEC . O O
Leadership Governor Official Babar Yousafzai Praises
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail 0
expressed specal appre- Security Forces for Successful
ciation to Shehbaz Sharif N . N .
and 1iEC chairman 0. |- Counterterrorism Operation in Panjgur
Nnaz Ahmed Akhtar for B . . .
their vision and commit- | PANJGUR: Assistant rity forces acted tile elements and their
ment to strengthening | Secretary of the Home  promptly and effec- facilitators cannot dis-
Pakistan’s higher educa- | Department Balochistan, - tively, thwarting the rupt the peaceful envi-
fion sector. Babar Yousafzai, has ex- enemy's nefarious plans  ronment of Balochistan,
He stated that the | Pressed satisfaction and ensuringthe protec- and the state will con-
federal and provincial | over the successful se-  tion of citizens'lives and ~ tinue to foil all attempts

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail inaugurated
the foundation stone of
the Higher Education
Commission (HEC) Re-
gional Center Quetta,

describing it as a historic
milestone and the real-
ization of Balochistan’s
long-standing dream of
expanding access to
quality higher educa-
tion.

Speaking at the

groundbreaking cer- governments are work- | curity forces operation  property. aimed at undermining
emony, the Governor ing together to lay the | in Panjgur, commending According  to peace and stability in
said the new facility rep- foundations of quality | the bravery, profession- - Yousafzai, the operation  the province.
resents far more than a education that will ben- | alism, and dedication of ~highlights the readiness ~~ Referring to the na-
regional office, calling it efit future generations | the peraon_nel involved. and capability of tional Azm-c-Istehkam
asignificant step toward and contribute to sus- Speaking onthe op-  Pakistan's security insti- initiative, Yousafzai said
building an educated tainable development in | €ration, Babar Yousafzai - tutions to respond to se-  that all state institutions
and progressive "\ Balochistan. stated that the success- curity threats. . remain united and com-
Balochistan. Women's University phasized the importance ~ institutions throughout The Governor con- | ful action carried out by Babar Yousafzai mitted to the complete
HEC’s Role in Prof. Dr. Rubina ofmaintaininghighcon- the province. cluded by urging na-| security ~forces in further stated that opera- - eradication of terrorism
Strengthening Higher Mushtag, Vice Chancel- struction standards and Major Boost for tional print and elec- | Panjgur is a clear dem- - tions against terrorist and the establishment of
Education Governor lor of University of ensuring the project's Universities and Re- tronic media organiza- | Onstration of the state’s - networksallegedly oper- ~lasting peace across the
Mandokhail praised the Turbat Prof. Dr. Gul timely 1 He search in Baloch tions to provide exten- | unwavering resolve ating under Indian pa- country. X
leadership role of the Hassan, Vice Chancellor alSorecommended shifi- According to the Gover- ~ sive coverage of what he | against terrorism. tronage will continue Concluding = his
Higher Education Com-  of University of Loralai ing the facility toa solar nor, the establishment of = described as a landmark He emphasized that  with full force, and such ~ statement, he paid trib-

mission in advancing Dr. Ehsanullah Kakar, energy system toreduce  the HEC Regional Cen- development for higher | terrorist elements asso- - elements will be de- ute to the officers and
higher education across  Vice Chancellor of Mir operational costsand im-  ter will strengthen coor- education in the prov- | ciated with Fitna al-  feated on every front.  soldiers who partici-

Pakistan. He noted that Chakar Khan Rind Uni- prove sustainability.  dination among univer- ince. HEC Regional Cen- | Hindustan are enemies He reiterated that pated in successful

the commission has versityProf. Dr. Mumiaz  Proposal for Guest sitics and higher educa- ter Quetta, Governor | Of peace, stability, and the ~ people  of counterterrorism opera-

played a pivotal role in ~ Ali Baloch, and Pro Vice  House and Modern Fa- tion institutions across Jaffar Khan Mandokhail, I in Ba tand firmly  tions, saying that their

supporting nearly 300 Chancellor Dr, Alam cilities  Governor Balochistan, promoting Higher Education Com- | Balochistan and will - with the security forces - courage, sacrifice, and

public-sector universi- Tareen, along with sev- Mandokhail further sug-  innovation, research, mission Pakistan, HEC | never succeed in achiev- and law enforcement dedication are a source

ties nationwide and in eral education experts.  gested the inclusion of academic development, Quetta project, | ing their malicious ob- agencies in the fight of pride for the entire

creating a strong foun-  Rs78.61 Million a guest house within the and institutional capac- Balochistan higher edu- | jectives. against terrorism. nation and deserve the

dation for future aca- Project to Be Completed ~ regional center to facili-  ity-building. cation, Dr Niaz Ahmed He noted that secu- He added that hos- highest appreciation.

demic growth and re- This Year Officials in- tate visiting academics, He described the Akhtar, university devel- . o

search. formed the gathering researchers, and univer- project as not merelyan opment Balochistan, Rakhni-Bekar Road Pl'O]eCt to
The ceremony was  that the HEC Regional —sity officials. administrative initiative _educational infrastruc- o

attended by HEC Chair-  Center is being con- ~ He stressed that but a transformative ture Pakistan, rescarch Boost Connecthlty and

man Dr. Niaz Ahmed structed at an estimated modern i . step toward i and innovation

Akhtar, Vice Chancellor  cost of Rs78.61 million  efficient energy solu- higher education stan- Balochistan, solar-pow- Economic Growth in Balochistan:

of University of and is expected to be tions, and quality facili- dards and expanding cred education facility,

Balochistan Dr. Zahoor completedbythe endof - ties would help maximize - opportunities for stu- Quetta education news, 3 :
B ey Som e e O e curehens HThC resons oo Secretary Communications
Sardar Bahadur Khan The Governor em-_benefits for throughout the prov- _guration June 2026. QUETTA: Secretary makingit easierforlocal pects for investment in

Balochistan Minister Zuhoor Ahmed Buledi Highlights Key Role |t "t 2‘5’?;‘:}?5“32;?&?“55& o ol of
alochistan, abar education, the ni-Bekar Roac
of Bureaucracy in Governance and Public Service Dellvery i

an, has said that the healthcare, and other Project will open a new

Rakhni-Bekar Road public facilities. chapter of development

?AUETTAfBBIPfiCh'SW" b e — Project will serve as a  He noted that the and prosperity for the

ankﬂ'g‘:‘;elg;me:?"mg iy milestone in the social project will also create ~area by improving con-

Zuhoor Ahmed Buledi and economic develop- new employment oppor- nectivity and support-
has emphasized that the

ment of the region. tunities for local resi- ing economic growth,”
bureaucracy serves as the highway is expected

The completion of dents and enhance pros- he said.
the backbone of any to significantly n T o
state system, playing a _ inglycomplex adminis-  role of the civil service course participants, he - formance in practical ad- | (ransortation fachitics |5~ % i 2,

transportation facilities

vital role in resolving trative and internal chal- is crucial in addi sai train- settings. between Rakhni, Bekar, | /"% et s oty

public issues, imple- lenges of the modern these challengesanden- ing programs provide Congratulating the | and Upper Dera Bugti, | @ N 4HIT052126

menting government era. suring the effective de-  officers with opportuni- officers who success-| while also promoting | Féetfiain Duetis iikes

policies, and improving He stressed that livery of services to the ties not only to acquire fully completed the | trade, agriculture, min- . TBE:

administrative gover- these responsibilities people. new skills but also to ex- course, lheminialer ex-| eral ransportation, and submilted, No ghysica bid v requied, Note: In Al

nance. must be carried out with Efficient and ca- change experiences and pre: e that they | business activities. Pracuramasin of GOB Whether Through Electronic or Manual
He expressed these ~ professionalism, integ- pable administrative of- ~ enhance their adminis- Demtd s the skills, |~ He expressed these | [0 Submitsion, 1t is Mindutocy For Al Bidders 1o Gt

views while addressing rity, and a strong com- ficers are trative , and experi [ views while chairing a | go s p e ae ey

the closing ceremony of mitment to public ser- for the development of Buledi praised insti- ence acquired at NIPAto | review meeting on the T... s ™

the 46th Mid-Career vice. Balochistan and the pro- ~tutions such as NIPA for further improve the qual- | progress of the Rakhni-— |12 clsssfdbisct d Secerty |

Management Course Highlighting the vision of better facilities ~ their contribution to the ity of public service and | Bekar Road Project. ool
(MCMC) atthe National challenges  facing tocitizens,” he said. professional develop- governance. The meeting was U ;
Institute of Public Ad- Balochistan, Buledi The minister ob- ment of public servants. He added that well- | attended by Chief Engi-
ministration (NIPA), noted that the province served that the bureau- He said the knowledge, trained and competent | neer Sibi Zone Zubair
Quetta. continues to grapple cracy, overall, is perform- experience, and modern officers play a pivotal | Ahmed Khosa, Chief

The provincial min-  with issues related to ing its duties effectively i role in i ood | Engineer Federal
ister stated that govern-  socio-economic devel- and that positive results  gained through such governance, transpar-| Projects Dr. Sajjad
ment officers face signifi- opment, infrastructure are emerging across vari- training programs help ency, accountability, | Baloch,
cant responsibilities in  improvement, and pub- ous sectors. officers make better de- and public trust in gov- Superintending
dealing with the increas- lic welfare. He said the Addressing the cisions and improve per- ernment institutions. Engineer Nasirabad
—_—ree e s e T—— 77— | Circle  Muhammad
Akram Khawaja Khel,
Executive Engineer
Roads Dera Bugti
Shams-ul-Hagq, Techni-
cal Advisor Ahsanullah
Khan Dautani, consult-
ants, and other relevant
officials.

During the meeting,
officials presented a de-
tailed bneﬁng on the
project’s progress and
ongoing construction
activities.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Babar Khan em-
phasized that the road
will connect remote areas | PR He54&205-5-202%
PID{aTEN2E with major highways, |
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Pakistan remams committed to 'Shanghai spirit', Naqv1 tells SCO moot

NEWS DESK: Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin
Nagqvi on Friday reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s
commitment to the
“Shanghai spirit” and
called for a joint strat-
egyamong SCO mem-
ber states to counter
terrorism, organised
crime, drug traffick-
ing, cybercrime and
terror financing.

Nagqvi said this at
a special meeting of
the Ministers of Inte-
rior and Public Secu-
rity of the Shanghai
Cooperation
Organisation in
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

He said the re-
gion faced “serious
and complex security
challenges” that were
interconnected, noting
that criminal and ter-
rorist networks were
rapidly adapting to
technological ad-
vancements, exploit-
ing artificial intelli-
gence, digital plat-
forms, online networks
and cryptocurrency
transactions to expand
their activities.

had rendered “unpar-
alleled sacrifices”
against terrorism and
continued

ing for a comprehen-
sive regional strategy
to tackle transnational
crime and emerging

The interior minis-  security risks. strengthen its secunty
ter emphasised the im- Highlighting architecture to ad-
portance of Pakistan’s commit- dress evolving threats.

Under the Na-
tional Action Plan, he
said, Pakistan had
slrenglhened intelli-
gence coordination,
border

modernising institu-
tional coordination and
enhancing intelli-
gence-sharing mecha-
nisms across the re-
gion to tackle these

ment to the principles
of the SCO, he said:

“Pakistan fully ad-
heres to the principles
of the Shanghai Spirit,
which is based on mu-

country’s capacity to
combat terrorism and
organised crime.”
He called for
more effective coop-
eration under SCO’s
Regional Anti-Terror-
ist
Structure (RATS)
for intelligence shar-
ing, joint threat analy-
sis and countering
online radicalisation

and anti-money laun-
dering measures.
“These initiatives
have significantly
strengthened  the

threats.

Shared threats
demanded shared so-
lutions, Naqvi told the
delegates, further call-

tual trust, equality, co-
operation, and respect
for sovereignty.”
Naqvi  further
stated that Pakistan

and exlremlsl propa-

Paklslzm. he said,
fully supported work-
shops and expert ex-

tiatives and stood
ready to deepen coop-
eration with partner
countries.

He said border
security was key to
regional peace and sta-
bility and stressed
greater cooperation
on preventing the use
of forged documents
for travelling, watch-
list coordination and
human smuggling.

He also said that
stopping terror financ-
in, was  among
Pakistan’s key priori-

he warned that the il-
legal drug trade re-
mained a major source
of terror financing. He
called for a coordi-
nated joint strategy
against drug traffick-
ing networks, online
criminal operations
and illicit financial
flows facilitated
through digital curren-
cies.

Pakistan’s Anti-
Narcotics Force, he
said, remained actively
engaged in SCO-led
counter-narcotics ini-

change programmes
building collective ca-
pabilities.

Turning his atten-
tion to cybersecurity,
he said cyber intelli-
gence and digital fo-
rensics cooperation
were

“the need of the
hour” and noted that
technological ad-
vances had created
new opportunities for
criminal organisations
and terrorist groups.

On the issue of
narcotics trafficking,

ties, adding that the
country had reformed
its anti-money laun-
dering (AML) regime
and that the country’s
enhanced financial
monitoring framework
was playing “an active
role” in detecting and
preventing llicit finan-
cial activities.
Moreover, strong
regional cooperation
was indispensable for
dismantling terror fi-
nancing networks, he
said, emphasising that
no country could ef-

fectively confront
transnational threats in
isolation.

“Our challenges
are common, so our
efforts must also be
collective and coordi-
nated,” Naqvi said.
“The common goal of
our joint efforts is a
peaceful and secure
SCO region.”

Concluding his
address, Naqvi said
that Pakistan looked
forward to welcoming
participants at the
SCO summit to be held
in Islamabad in 2027.

day carlier,
Nagqvi met his Iranian
counterpart, Eskandar
Momeni, on sidelines
of the SCO moot and
the two discussed bi-
lateral relations and
the current regional
situation.

Both ministers
also exchanged views
on Pakistan-Iran rela-
tions and the latest re-
gional situation.

Govtlaunches scheme to bring

small shop owners into tax net

NEWS DESK: Fi- by the finance minis- tion with local traders”
nance Minister ter along with State associations.

M uhammad Minister for Finance Both non-filers
Aurangzeb on Friday Bilal Azhar Kiani. and filers can enter the
announced a fixed tax According  to scheme. Filers will be
rate scheme for small Kiani, shop owners able to opt for the
shop owners. who opt in for the scheme under the
The voluntary scheme will receive condition that, in the
‘Asaan  Scheme’ Federal Board of Rev- past three years, the
aimed at small shops enue (FBR) plaques business’ turnover
with annual earnings displaying a unique must not exceed
of Rs200 million, QR code on them to Rs200m, Kiani said.
seeks to broaden the He added that

1,505 Islamabad police deployed to AJK ahead of

NEWS DESK:A total of
1,505 Islamabad Police
personnel on Friday
were deployed to Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) in view of a pro-
test call by the Joint
Awami Action Commit-
tee (JAAC) for June 9, as
authorities moved to
tighten security arrange-
ments in the region
ahead of the upcoming

be placed outside their AJK  elections, a
tax net by imposing a shops and a point of kiosks are exempt |spokesperson  con-
1 per cent fixed tax on  sale systeminside their  from the scheme. firmed.
netincome ofthe busi-  shops. At the outset of According to police
ness. Shop owners Tax the press on  Taqi
will have to signup for making the rounds of Aurangzeb termed the | Jawad, the deploymem
the scheme via a form the market will be able development an “im- | was approved by the

available in multiple
local languages.

The announce-
ment was made dur-
ing a press conference

to acquire tax details
for these shops using
their QR codes. Any
irregularities will be up
for audit in consulta-

portant milestone™,
emphasising the need
for a more “equitable,
balanced and sustain-
able” tax system.

Islamabad Inspector
General of Police Nasir
Rizvi as part of a special
security plan aimed at
maintaining law and or-

The move comes
hours after the AJK Elec-
tion Commission an-
nounced that general
clections for the AJK
Legislative Assembly
willbe held on huly 27,
The commission added
that preparations are
underway to ensure
transparent, orderly, and
impartial elections under
judicial supervision.
The contingent in-
cludes senior officers as
well as field formations,
with one deputy inspec-
tor general, (wo eemor

PIA to resume Islamaba-Beijing
flights from July 3

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
International Airlines
(PIA) on Friday an-
nounced the resumption
ofts dircct flight service
between Islamabad and
Beijing, effective July 3,
restoring a key air [ink
between Pakistan and
China and further rein-

higher education in each
other’s countries.
Educational institu-
tions, student groups,
and travel indusiry
stakeholders have de-
scribed the development
as timely, especially with
the upcoming academic
sessions and peak travel

tions. Many prospective
travelers have wel-
comed the move, noting
that the restored service
will make travel more
convenient and cost-ef-
fective.

Ina statement, PIA
management reaffirmed
the national carrier’s

f po-
Tice, and four Superin-

JAAC protest call for June 9

he said, adding that vot-
ers should be allowed to
decide and “shape the
form of representation.”
He warned that rais-
ing such demands be-
fore polling would oth-
erwise be seen as “black-
‘mail”, arguing that elec-
Asifsaid in a poston X toral matters should be
that the demand to abol- ~ settled through a demo-
ish 12 AJK Assembly cratic mandate.
seats elected from Paki- Referring to repre-
stan ahead of the elec- sentation from Pakistan-
tions amounted to “dis- based constituencies,
rupting the electoral pro-  Asifsaid Sialkot city and
cess”, urging that such tehsil alone return one
issues be taken to the seat to the AJK Assem-

across Azad Kashmir in
view of the protest call
by the Joint Awami Ac-
tion Committee, with re-
serve forces kept on
standby for further de-
ployment if needed.
Meanwhile, De-
fence Minister Khawaja

tendents of police
among those sent to su-
pervise operations on
the ground. The force
also comprises eight as-
sistant superintendents
of police/deputy super-
intendents of police, 16
inspectors, two sub-in-
spectors, 70 assistant
sub-inspectors, and
1,382 constables, form-
ing a multi-tier security
structure. Jawad said the
personnel are being de-
ployed with full anti-riot
gear, while units from the
counter-terrorism de-
partment, Safe City, Op-
erations, and Security
Divisions have also
been included in the ar-
rangement,

Security has been
placed on high alert

public instead of being by, while two National
used to derail the vote.

“Democratic think-
ing requires that those
making this demand
should present it before
the public on July 27,”

Assembly seats also ex-
ist from the region, with
other constituencies
spread across Pakistan.

He highlighted the
presence of a large num-

e

ber of Kashmiri mi-
grants, particularly from
Jammu, saying they had
settled in Sialkot after the
1947 partition at great
human cost. “In October
1947, more than two hun-
dred thousand migrants
arrived in Sialkot city
and tehsil after sacrific-
ing their lives,” he sa
adding that many fami-
lies endured decades of
hardship and depriva-
tion of basic facilities.
“How can you deprive
these migrants of their
rights?” he asked
stressmg that they had
“paida very heavy price
for freedom.”

Asifsaid that those
raising concerns should
pursue their objectives
through “a democratic
path” to ensure accep-
tance of their views.

Refugee seats dis-
pute resurfaces in AJK

AJK's 53-member
legislative assembly in-
cludes 12 seats reserved
for Kashmiri refugees —
people who fled Indian-
controlled Kashmir in
1947 and 1965 and are
now scattered across
Pakistan. Six seats rep-
resent refugees from the
Jammu division
(~434,000 people) and
six from the Kashmir Val-
ley (~30,000 people) —
an already lopsided ar-
rangement that many
see as unfair.

AJK general elections to be held on July 27, Election

NEWS DESK:The
Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) Elec-
tion Commission on
Friday announced that
general elections for
the AJK Legislative
mbly will be held

forcing the season A
ties between the two Industry observers ening bilateral connec-
countries. believe the direct flights ~ tivityand supporting co-

will facilitate smoother
mobility for students,
academics, and re-
searchers, while also

The revival of the
Islamabad-Beijing-
Islamabad route comes
amid growing demand

operation in tourism,

trade, education, and

cullura] exchanges.
airline

on July 27 from 8am
to 5pm., according to
a notification issued
today.

Accordmg to the

that the re-
sumption of direct
flights aligns with efforts
to further deepen people-
to-people contacts and
foster closer relations
between Pakistan and
China. The restoration of
the Islamabad-Beijing
route marks another
positive step in enhanc-
ing transportation links
befween the two coun-
tries, underscoring
PIA’s role in facilitating
travel and contributing
to the enduring friend-
ship and strategic part-
nership between Paki-
stan and China.

from students, business
professionals, tourists,

and families seeking ef-
ficient and convenient
travel options between
the two nations.

The direct service is
expected to significantly
enhance connectivity
while offering passen-
gers competitive fares,
generous baggage al-
lowances, and a more
comfortable travel expe-
rience.

The restored route

elcomed
by the large number of
Pakistani and Chinese
students  pursuing

tronger edu-
cational exchanges be-
tween Pakistan and
China. The service is
also expected to benefit
tourists and families
planning summer travel,
providing greater flex-
ibility and reducing jour-
ney fimes compared to
indirect routes.

Travel agencies and
tourism operators have
reported strong interest
from passengers since
the announcement, re-
flecting the i
of direct air connectiv-
ity between the capitals
of the two friendly na-

elections
willbe conducted in all
constituencies of the
AJK Legislative As-
sembly as approved by
the Delimitation Com-
mission.

As per the sched-
ule, nomination papers
will be submitted from
June 9 to June 19 until
4pm. Scrutiny of nomi-
nation papers will take
place on June 20.

Candidates ag-
grieved by the accep-
tance or rejection of
nomination papers

Commission announces

may file appeals be- be held on July 27
fore the Election Com- from 8am to Spm.
mission between June The  Election
21 and June 24. Commission said the

Hearings on the election schedule has
appeals will be con- been issued, while all
ducted on June 26 and necessary arrange-
June 27, while deci- ments for the polls are
sions on appeals will being finalised in con-
be announced by June sultation with relevant
institutions.

With the issuance
of the schedule, the

nomination papers by
June 30, while the fi-
nal st of candidates
will be published on
July 1.

Election symbols
will be allotted on July
2, after which the of-
ficial campaign pro-
cess will move into its
final phase.
According to the
notification, polling will

" Candidates will be
able to withdraw their

process of appointing
returning  officers
(ROs) will begin, offi-
cials said.

The commission
added that prepara-
tions are underway to
ensure transparent,
orderly, and impartial
elections under judicial
supervision.

Security arrange-
ments are also being
finalised, with the de-
ployment of additional
personnel from the
armed forces,

Rangers, and
other law enforcement
agencies expected to
maintain law and or-
der during the polls.

More than 3.4 mil-
lion voters in AJK are
expected to exercise
their right to vote,
while over 500,000
new voters have been
added to the electoral
rolls, Election Com-
mission sources said.




