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Govt unveils Rs18.8tr budget for FY2026-27;
GDP growth targeted at 4pc

HASEEB KHAN:

Court directs ECP
not to issue ‘adverse
order’ against Afridi
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Finance Minister Mul

Aurangzeb presented |he
FY2026-27 budget in the National
Assembly (NA) on Friday, dur-
ing a session that began two
hours late and was marred by loud
protests from the opposition.

Aurangzeb prefaced the
numbers with a note of thanks to
leaders of the coalition parties
supporting the federal govern-
‘ment, as well as a rumination on
Pakistan’s improved standing in
the world, which he described as
a culmination of events that
started from last year’s Operation
Bunyan-um-Marsoos and which
peaked with Pakistan brokering a
ceasefire between Iran and the US
amidst a dangerous regional es-
calation.

The finance minister then
delved into a long note on the
government’s successes in keep-
ing the public protected from the
more devastating effects of the
war, crediting the prime minister
for taking ‘timely decisions’ that
prevented fuel shortages and
economic chaos.

After recapping some of the
highlights from yesterday’s Paki-
stan Economic Survey report, and
laying out his agenda for
privatisation of government enti-
ties, including power generation
companies, distribution compa-
nies, banks, insurance companies
and airports, the finance minister
turned his attention to proposed

reforms for the Federal Board of

Revenue, which he described as
necessary for a self-reliant
economy.

Aurangzcb said the budget
for the coming year had been pre-
pared witha “clear and purpose-
ful” strategy, and that the top pri-
ority was to increase production
capacity and promote exports.

“For this reason, we are giv-
ing tax concessions to large in-
dustries and are providing re-
sources to exporters through the
Export Financing Scheme,” he
added.

He further said initiatives had
been taken to provide loans to
farmers as “agriculture is the back-
bone of our cconomy”.

The finance minister said the
government was also focused on

Federal Finance Minister, M
the financial year 2026-

d Aur
27

ing the federal budget for

increasing revenues through tax
enforcement and compliance
rather than increasing the tax bur-
den on the people. “For this pur-
pose, we are making changes to
the compliance and enforcement
mechanism and carrying out re-
forms in the FBR,” he said.
Given the uncertainty in the
region and to ensure the

of 2pc would be targeted by the
government.

Tax revenue has been esti-
matedat Rs15,264 for FY-2026-27,
which is 17.6pc more than the
outgoing year’s Rs12,983. He fur-
ther said that provinces would
contribute Rs8,848bn to the fed-
eral revenue.

Aurangzeb said that the fed-

timated at Rs15,264bn, he said
Rs13,250 would be set aside for
“distribution between the federal
and provincial governments”.
“The amount of Rs15,264bn
to Rs13,250 will be available to
the provinces as grants undcr
Article 164 of the C

clusion of funds set aside for
state-owned enterprises and
public-private partnership, this
amount increases to Rs, 1451bn.

He said that Rs2,224bn was
set aside for provincial develop-
ment schemes and Rs451bn for

meet national strategic de-
mands,” he explained.
This i ould re-

country’s defence, “a
increase has been made in the
defence budget”, he said.

Details of the budgetThe
budget presented for fiscal year
2026-27 has an outlay of Rs18.8
trillion, of which Rs8,045bn will
be set aside for markup pay-
ments, Aurangzeb explained as
he introduced the proposals.

The finance minister said the
economy was expected to grow 4
per centin FY2026-27, and aver-
age inflation was expected to be
recorded at 8.2pc.

He added |hn| the fiscal defi-
cit would be contained at 3.6pc
of GDP, while a primary surplus

eral and p
had agreed on a mechanism to
meet “some national demands”.

“The country will experience
the positive impact of this mecha-
nism,” he said, adding that the
mechanism was agreed on the
basis of “federal cooperativism”
and without affecting the consti-
tutional rights of provinces.

Under this mcchanhm he
continued, provinces” share in the
federal divisible pool would re-
main in accordance with the 7th
National Finance Commission
award.

Reiterating that tax revenue
for the coming fiscal year was es-

wi
‘main in place for Fy2026-27, and
would be “renewed along similar
lines with provinces’ consultation
for FY28 and FY29”, he added.

The minister then thanked
the provincial governments for
emppmg up for the national
aus

a

"Hié added that the federal
non-tax revenue was budgeted at
Rs3,336bn and net federal rev-
enue  was budgeted at
Rsl1,751bn.

Moreover, Rs1,000bn had
been et aside for the federal Pub-
lic Sector Development
Programme (PSDP). After the in-

bystat d enter-

distribution refl
the division of responsibi
under the 18th Amendment, un-
der which provinces are largely
responsible for the social sector
and the federal government fo-
cuses on strategic projects,” he
added.

The finance minister said
Rs3,000bn has been allocated for
defence and Rs1,071bn for civil
administration expenditures.
Sharing these figures, Aurangzeb
said defence was the
government’s topmost priority.

He added that the federal
government’s current expenditure
was budgeted as R17,495bn.

He said RSl,169bn was set

Peshawar High Court on Thurs-
day extended a stay order, asking
the Election Commission of Pakl—
stan (ECP) not to issue any “or-
der adverse to Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi” in the proceedings
it has started over the alleged vio-
lation of the election code of con-
duct by him during the Haripur
by-elections in Nov last year.

A bench consisting of Jus-
tice Sahibzada Asadullah and Jus-
tice Inamullah Khan adjourned
hearing of a petition filed by Mr
Afridi against ECP proceeding on
the matter without first deciding
the issue of its jurisdiction and
maintainability. An application
was submitted on behalf of the
petitioner’s counsel Bashir Khan
Wazir seeking general ad_]oum-
‘ment in his (counsel) cases. Nex
date of hearing will be fixed latcr

“In the meanwhile, the re-
spondent, Election Commission
of Pakistan, may proceed with the
‘matter; however, it shall not pass
any final order adverse to the pe-
titioner [Sohail Afridi] till further
orders,” the bench declared.

Puts offhearing into CM plea
challenging proceedings against
him in Haripur bypoll case

ov last year, the chief
minister and candidate Shehrnaz
Omar Ayub, supported by Paki-
stan Tehreek-i-Insaf in the by-
election, had challenged issuance
of notices to them by ECP for al-
legedly violating election code of
conduct.The chief minister had
challenged the notice issued to
him on Nov 20 by ECP, wherein
he had been accused of deliver-
ing provocative speech against
government functionaries in con-
nection with by-elections in NA-
18 Haripur.ECP claimed that the
speech of the chief minister was
contrary to the code of conduct
issued by the commission for the
by-election, for which polling was
held on Nov 23.

Mr Afridi had requested the
high court to set aside the im-
pugned notice issued to him on
Nov 2 P. However, the
court turnéd down both petitions,
observing that no adverse order
has so far been passed against
the petitioners.

“The impugned proceedings
are aimed at inquiring into the al-
legations of violation of the code

Balochistan Local Polls Set for Feb 2027: Tax Breaks
for Health Projects & Rs 28k Nurse Stipend Approved

Qaseem Shah, Ali Hamza:

QUETTA — Balochistan’s lo-
cal government bodies will be
officially dissolved on Febru-
ary8, 2027, paving the way for
a massive, single-phase elec-
tion across the entire prov-
ince—including Quetta.

The definitive timeline was
locked in during a high-profile
provincial cabinet meeting
chaired by Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti. To prevent the
legal and boundary disputes
that frequently stall Pakistani
elections, the cabinet ruled that
all fresh district delimitations
and pending court rulings will
be handed over to the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) well ahead of the vote.

Briefing the press on the
sweeping administrative
shakeup, Shahid Rind, the Ad-
visor to the CM on Political and
Media Affairs, revealed that

session also pushed through
major fi nanclal rellefs , security

(Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Sarfaraz Bugti chairing the meeting of
he provincial cabinet: Photo provided by DGPR

rebrands.

The Big Takeaways:

‘What Was Approved

Massive Healthcare
Tax Cuts:

In a bid to pull in more in-
ternational aid, all foreign-

funded healthcare develop-
ment projects in Balochistan
are now 100% exempt from
provincial taxes.

Pay Hike for Nurses: The
cabinet officially approved a
fixed monthly stipend of Rs.
28,070 for all Graduate Nurs-
ing Trainees to combat front-

line staffing shortages.
Interest-Free

Housing Loans:

The newly formed
Balochistan Secretariat Em-
ployees Cooperative Society
will now provide interest-free
loans specifically to help pro-

vincial government employees
build their homes.

Crackdown on

Narcotics:

To bypass judicial bottle-
necks, the cabinet has given full
Control of Narcotic Sub-
stances (CNS) trial powers to

all Session Judges, Additional
Session Judges, and Firs
Class Judicial Magistrates
across the province.
Administrative
Upgrades &
Security Expansion

The cabinet approved a
significant redrawing of local
administrative boundaries and
security infrastructure to match
population growth:

Transparency, Policy, and
Welfare On the policy front,
the cabinet approved critical
amendments to the
Balochistan Right to Informa-
tion (RTI) Commission Act
2021 to make public data sig-
nificantly easier for citizens
and journalists to access.

Additionally, the
Balochistan Public-Private
Partnership Rules 2026 were
greenlit to drive private sector
investment into provincial de-
velopment.

For the workforce, a new
contract appointment policy
was passed for Grade 1 to 15
workers within the Culture
Department’s attached wings,
alongside the formal adoption
ofa Water, Sanitation, and Hy-
giene (WASH) framework by
the Public Health Engineer-
ing Department.

Honoring the Fallen: The
cabinet session opened with
solemn prayers for the eleva-
tion of ranks of the security
forces and civilian martyrs,
with the leadership extending
its deep condolences and
wishes of patience to the fami-
lies of those lost.
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Editorial:
For over eight decades,
Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia have enjoyed
close and cordial rela-
tions rooted in faith,
friendship, and mutual
cooperation. The recent
visit of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to the
Kingdom has further
strengthened these his-
toricties, marking a new
chapter in the relation-
ship between the two
brotherly nations.

SMDAAn Unprec-
edented Event

The signing of a
Strategic Mutual De-
fense Agreement be-
tween Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and
Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
is unprecedented. For
the first time, both
states have formally
pledged that an attack
on one will be consid-
ered an attack on both.

This landmark pact
is not only a testament
to their shared commit-
‘ment to peace and secu-
rity but also a reflection
of the growing geopo-

Pakistan-Saudi Arabia Defense
Pact— A Historic Milestone in
leateral Relations

litical importance of Pa-
kistan in the wider
Middle East and South
Asia. Over the years,
Saudi Arabia has stood
firmly by Pakistan, ex-
tending support in criti-
cal times, whether finan-
cial, diplomatic, or stra-
tegic. At the same time,
Pakistan has success-
fully managed to main-
tain positive ties with
both Saudi Arabia and
Iran, balancing its role in
aregion often marked by
divisions. This ability to
uphold cordial relations
with diverse regional
players demonstrates
Islamabad’s maturity in
diplomacy.

China, Turkey And
Saudi Arabia Fully Sup-
port Pakistan

Equally significant
is the fact that Pakistan
continues to receive
consistent and uncondi-
tional support from ma-
jor global actors such as
China, Turkey, and
Saudi Arabia.

These relationships
enhance Pakistan’s le-
verage on the interna-
tional stage and help

Editor: Asim Khan

EDITORIAL

consolidate its role as a
bridge between the
Muslim world and the
global community.

The defense agree-
ment with Saudi Arabia
is, therefore, a matter of
immense pride for the Pa-
kistani nation. It not
only secures Pakistan’s
strategic interests but
also strengthens the bal-
ance of power in the re-

ion.

Such developments
assure the people of Pa-
Kistan that their country
is not isolated but
deeply engaged in shap-
ing the future of regional
security and coopera-
tion.

This Is Indeed A
National Achievement

This historic step
deserves to be cel-
ebrated as a national
achievement. It is a re-
flection of Pakistan’s
enduring diplomacy and
its ability to transform
long-standing friend-
ships into strategic part-
nerships that ensure sta-
bility, prosperity, and
peace for generations to
come.

Chandni Kaka

e 2017, Turbat recorded
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Pakistan, serves as a Unfortunately, fore-
stark reminder of the gt suggest that tem-
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mate resilience. The {4 rige.
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many residents mis- fho droughts and
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weather occurrences wreak havoc on
for regular fluctua-  homes and infrastruc-
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These  heatwaves looming climate

pose severe health
risks, including heat Change threat

stress, dehydration, The 2022 flood
and even fatalities. In underscored the loom-
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ing threat of climate
change over
Balochistan. Driven
by intensified and in-
creasingly frequent
monsoon rains, the full
extent of the damage
is yet to be compre-
hended. However, it
exposed the
province’s vulnerabili-
ties and highlighted the
urgent need for effec-
tive  management
strategies.
Balochistan’s an-
nual rainfall of just 200
mm barely meets the
needs of its parched
population. This water
scarcity adversely af-
fects food production,
access to drinking wa-
ter, and livestock num-
bers, exacerbated by
climate change. The
severe droughts of
1997-2003 and 2014-
2017 forced migrations
to water-rich areas.
CC affects
economy

Climate change
also decimated the
region’s economy

through the loss of

livestock. Between
2010 and 2022, over
1.5 million livestock
were lost, costing over
$1 billion and displac-
ing over 100,000
people, particularly in
districts like Quetta,
Pishin, Turbat,
Pajgure, and Khuzdar,

owever,
Balochistan need not
accept this grim fate.
It requires compre-
hensive strategies tai-
lored to its unique
challenges. The pro-
vincial government
must implement robust
climate change poli-
cies, emphasizing wa-
ter resource manage-
ment and disaster pre-
paredness. Learning
from the tragic dam
collapses 0f2022, pre-
ventive measures,
such as effective wa-
ter reservoirs and early
warning systems, are
imperative. Spreading
awareness about cli-
mate change and pro-
moting sustainable ag-
ricultural practices are

Balochistan in the Eye of Climate Change Storm: Calls
for Resilient Climate Policies Surface

equally crucial.
Tree plantations
could mitigate
sweltering
temperatures

In a province
where tree planting
could mitigate swelter-
ing temperatures and
climate change im-
pacts, government ini-
tiatives should engage
younger generations in
green initiatives.
Achieving a resilient
future necessitates a
collaborative effort in-
volving government,
local communities, civil
society, and the com-
mercial sector.
Balochistan’s path to-
wards resilience be-
gins with a symphony
of collective action.

By addressing
these critical issues,
Balochistan can better
adapt to the challenges
posed by climate
change, ensuring a
more secure and sus-
tainable future for its
residents.

Israel and Iran Conflict and Its Impact on Middle East Stability

Syed Muhammad
‘Waseem:

Israel and Iran are ex-
changing deadly at-
tacks. Israeli strikes have
hit homes, hospitals, and
aid workers in Tehran.
Iran responded with mis-
sile and drone attacks on
cities like Tel Aviv and
Haifa. Many civilians
have been killed or in-
jured on both sides.

The conflict is draw-
ing global attention.
President Trump left the
G7 early due to the cri-
sis. UK leaders warn
against military action
without approval. Ten-
sions are rising, and the
risk of a wider war is
erowing. Global powers
are urging both sides to
de-escalate.

The violence is
shaking the region’s sta-
bility. Political alliances
are shifting, economies
are under pressure, and
mi]lions fear what comes

Behmd the strikes
and statements lies a
deeper struggle for mili-
tary power, especially
between Iran and Israel.
From the origins of their
rivalry to current military
actions, regional fallout,
and global reactions, this
article breaks down what
you need to know.
Historical Background

The Iran-Israel con-
flict history began inten-
sifyingafter the 1979 Ira-
nian Revolution, which
transformed Iran from a
close ally of Israel into
one of its fiercest oppo-
nents.

Tran’s support for
armed groups like
Hezbollah and Hamas,
along with Israel’s tar-
geted assassinations
and airstrikes, deepened

e divide.

The October 7
Hamas attack  and
Isracl’s  retaliation
marked a sharp escala-
tion, pushing the conflict
into more direct and dan-
gerous territory.

Over the years, the
tensions have played
out through a timeline of
provocative events.
Iran’s controversial
nuclear program has

drawn repeated warn-
ingsand atacks from I
racl.

Both nations have
launched cyberattacks
against each other, with
incidents like the
Stuxnet virus and strikes
on nuclear sites. Proxy
wars have continued
across Lebanon, Syria,
and Gaza, keeping the
region in a constant
state of unrest.

xternal powers
have also shaped the
conflict’s course. The
U.S. strongly supports
Israel with military aid
and intelligence, while
Iran receives political
backing from Russia and
economic support from
China.

These global ties
have made the situation
more complex, raising the
stakes and limiting dip-
lomatic solutions.

‘urrent State of the
Conflict

The conflict be-
tween Israel and Iran is
intensifying, with Isracl
intercepting 30 drones

and multiple ballistic
missiles from Iran.
Israel’s airstrikes tar-
geted missile storage
and launch sites, while
also killing Iranian chief
of staff Ali Shadmani.
Iran retaliated with
missile strikes on Israel,
causing damage in
places like Herzliya,
though no injuries were
reported. The conflict
has led toat least 224 Ira-
nian and 24 Israeli casu-
alties, with countries like
India and Pakistan

flict is deeply affecting - on, regional alliances are
nearby nations. Syria’s ~shifting. Syria is moving
new Sunni-led govern- closer to the West. Iraq
ment has moved away struggles to balance re-
from Iran. lations with Iran and the
It sees Israel’s US.
strikes as helpful in re- Egypt and Jordan
ducing Iranian influence. ~are working to_protect
Iraq is under pressure as  their own security. This
Iran-backed militias conflict is not just about
grow more aggressive. two  nations—it’s
Lebanon’s Hezbollah changing the political
has lost strength and is map of the Middle East.
avoiding direct involve- Security
ment, though tensions  and Military Impact
remain high.
Jordan and Egyp( The Israel-Iran con-

their citizens

from Tehran.

Israel’s attacks
have disrupted Iranian
energy infrastructure, in-
cluding the South Pars
gas field.

The violence has
strengthened support
for Iran’s hardliners, with
global concerns rising
over the ongoing con-

ict.

Impact on Middle East
Stability
Political

Instability
The Israel-Iran con-

flict has triggered a re-
Jordan fears mslablllty gional arms race. Coun-
and has warned against tries like Saudi Arabia,
any attacks from its ter- UAE, and Egypt are in-
ritory. creasing their defense
Egypt is worried spending.
about its energy supply They want to up-
and trade routes like the grade weapons, air de-
Suez Canal. fenses, and missile sys-
Disruptions could tems.
hurt its economy, which This rise in military
depends heavily on im- buildup reflects growing
ports and stable fuel ac- fears of future attacks.
cess. The chances of a
Both nations aim to  wider war are also rising.
avoid being drawn into Iran’s support for militias
the conflict. and Israel’s direct strikes
As the war drags have already pulled

Syria, Irag, and Lebanon
into tension.

Any miscalculation
or surprise attack could
quickly expand the con-
ict. This creates con-
stant fear across the
Middle East.

To prepare, nations
are strengthening mili-
laryues with global pow-
ers. US.

bases in Jordan and
Iraq are on high alert. At
the same time,
and China are showing
more interest in the re-
gion. The Middle East is
turning into a major zone
of power competition
and possible war.

Economic Conse-

quences

The conflict has
sent shockwaves
through oil markets.
Brent crude spiked by
nearly 7%, reaching
$74.60 per barrel. Inves-
tors fear Iran could close
the Strait of Hormuz a vi-
tal route for global oil.
Any disruption here
could push oil prices
above $100, hurting both

= producers and consum-
ers.

Trade routes and
airlines are also affected.
Several carriers sus-
pended flights to Iran,
Iraq, and nearby na-
tions. Jordan, Irag, and
Iran closed their air-
space, halting traffic on
some of the world’s busi-

‘| A N
est air corridors. These

changes hurt tourism
and slow cargo move-
ment across continents.

Conflict-hit coun-
tries like Iran face added
economic pressure.
Sanctions, rising infla-
tion, and oil infrastruc-
ture damage are worsen-
ing Tehran’s financial
crisis. Iraq and Lebanon
may also suffer due to
economic ties with Iran
and ongoing instability.
Global inflation may rise
if this war continues.

Humanitarian and
Social Consequences

The human toll is
rising fast. Over 220 Ira-
nians, including women
and children, have been
killed.

Israeli casualties
are also growing. Mis-
siles and airstrikes are
displacing families, de-
stroying homes, and
leaving civilians trapped
in unsafe areas.

ger is spreading
across the region. Anti-
Israel protests have
erupted in Iraq, Leba-
non, and Egyp!
{ the 4 same time,
anti-Iran sentiment is
owing in countries like
Jordan and Syria. The
conflict is deepening
political divides and fu-
eling mistrust among
neighboring popula-
tions.

This rising hostility
is damaging regional
unity. People are taking
sides based on political
or religious beliefs.
Online hate speech and
propaganda are also in-
creasing.

If the conflict con-
tinues, the social fabric
of many Middle Fastern
countries could unravel
even further.

International Reac-
tions and Mediation
Efforts

The United States
strongly backs Israel
and warns Iran of
tougher retaliation,
President Trump stated
that future strikes could
be even more brutal if
Tehran doesn’t step
back. Meanwhile, the
EU and United Nations
have urged both sides to
show restraint and return
to dialogue to avoid a
wider war.

Russia and China
have taken a different
stance.

Both nations criti-
cized Israel’s actions and
called for a peaceful so-
lution.

Russia offered to
host peace talks, while
China emphasized the
need to protect energy
routes and maintain re-
gional stability.

Despite rising ten-
sion, diplomatic efforts
are slowly moving.

is consid-
ering emergency talks,
and some countries are
proposing fresh sanc-
tions on Iran.

Others are pushing
for a ceasefire and talks
to prevent further blood
shed and protect civil-
ians on both sides.

‘onclusion

The Israel-Iran con-
flict has triggered politi-
cal instability, mlitary
escalation, and eco-
nomic  shockwaves.
Neighboring countries
like Syria,

Lebanon, and Iraq
face serious risks, while
oil prices and trade
routes are under pres-
sure.

Civilian lives have
been lost, and public an-
ger is growing. Global
powers are taking sides,
but some are also push-
ing for peace.

This conflict is not
just about two nations,
it affects the whole re-
gion and beyond. With
rising deaths and eco-
nomic damage,

urgent diplomacy is
needed. Only strong re-
gional cooperation and
global mediation can
stop the violence and
bring long-term peace.
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Governor Balochistan Urges Youth to Combat
Fake News Through Media Literacy

QUETTA: Governor of
Balochistan, Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail, empha-
sized the importance of
media literacy and re-
sponsible digital en-
gagement, stating that
the misuse of media has
contributed to widening
the gap between gov-
ernments and young
peaple.
He made these re-
‘marks during an interac-
tive session at the Gov-
ernor House with
around 30 media activ-
ists from various d
tricts of Balochistan par-
ticipating in a Media Lit-
eracy and Digital Rights
training program orga-
nized by Individual
Land.

Fake News and Pro-
paganda Fuel Distrust
Addressing the partici-
pants, Governor
Mandokhail said that
negative and destruc-
tive content often re-
ceives greater attention
on social media, while
propaganda, rumors,
and misinformation con-
tribute to growing mis-
trust and misunder-
standing within society.

He stressed that in
the ongoing battle of
narratives, both govern-
ment institutions and the

public can effectively
counler fake news and
false statements only
through accurate, veri-
fied, and fact-based in-
formation. Every Mobile
Phone Has Become a
Newsroom

The Governor high-
lighted the transforma-
tive impact of digital in-
formation

technology, noting
that modern communi-
cation tools have

brought global informa-
tion and perspectives
directly into people's
homes.

Today, every mobile
phone has become a
newsroom," he re-
marked, adding that this
convenience also places
significant responsibil-
ity on users to verify in-
formation before sharing
it

He pointed out that
individuals now have ac-
cess tomore information
on their smartphones
than what was once
available in many major

libraries, making critical
thinking and fact-check-
ing skills more important
than ever.

Media Literacy Es-
sential for an Informed
Society  Governor
Mandokhail described
media literacy training
as anecessity in the digi-
tal age

l e said participants
would learn how media
organizations operate,
how messages are cre-
ated,

and how to identify
and verify fake news.

He emphasized that

the first line of defense
for a civilized society is
the ability to recognize
and counter misinforma-
tion, fabricated stories,
misleading images, and
rumors that can quickly
spread fear and confu-
sion..
Media Activists En-
couraged to Become
Fact-Checkers The Gov-
ernor urged all trainces
to serve as "fact-check-
ers" within their commu-
nities by promoting veri-
fied information and dis-
couraging the spread of |
false content.

He stated that re-
sponsible digital behav-
ior and fact-based re-
porting can help protect
society from the harmful
effects of

Balochistan Validates Rangeland
Mapping Reports to Support

Sustainable Resource Management

QUETTA: Secretary
Forest and Wildlife
Balochistan, Imran
Gichki, said that the vali-
dated reports prepared
under the Rangeland
Resource Assessment
and Mapping (RRAM)
initiative will serve asa
strong scientific founda-
- s

tion for

biodiversity conserva-
tion, improving live
stock productivity, pro-
tecting water resources,
and mitigating the im-
pacts of climate change.

He noted that the ef-
fective and sustainable
‘management of grazing
resources has become

o

and social media ma-
nipulation.

Digital Rights and
Community Leadership
Go Hand in Hand Speak-
ing on digital rights,
Governor Mandokhail
said that protecting
online privacy, freedom
of expression, and digi-
tal security are funda-
‘mental rights in the mod-
emera.

Mekran Medical College Turbat Still Awaiting ECFMG
Recognition After 9 Years of Operation

Syed Muhammad

aseen
TURBAT : Students of
Mekran Medical College
(MMC) Turbat, the only
public-sector medical

expressed serious con-
cerns over the
institution’s continued
lack of ECFMG recogni-
tion, despite being op-
erational for nearly nine
years.

According to stu-
dents, college admin
tration and the desig-
nated focal person have
repeatedly stated that an
application for Educa-
tional Commission for
Foreign Medical Gradu-
ates (ECFMG) recogni-
tion has been submitted.
However, more than a
year has passed without
any official progress or
approval.

Medical students
argue that most medical
colleges receive the re-
quired certification and

recognition within a
much shorter timeframe
afier completing the ap-
plication process.

The delay has
raised concerns about
the future of MMC
graduates, particularly
those aspiring to pursue
international medical ca-

reers. Due to the absence
of ECFMG recognition,
students of Mekran
Medical College are cur-
rently ineligible to apply
for the United States
Medical Licensing Ex-
amination (USMLE), lim-
iting their opportunities
for postgraduate train-

ing and medical practice
in the United States.
Students  have
pointed out that other
medical institutions in
Balochistan, including
Loralai Medical College
(LMC), Bolan Medical
College (BMC), and
Jhalawan Medical Col-

lege (IMC), have already
achieved recognition,
while MMC remains
pending.

The student com-
‘munity is calling upon
the Principal of Mekran
Medical College, the Di-
rectorate of Medical
Education (DME), and
the concerned focal per-
sons to expedite the pro-
cess and provide trans-
parency regarding the
status of the applica-
tion.

Key Issues:

— Mekran Medical
College not yet recog-
nized by ECFMG

MMC graduates
remain ineligible for
'USMLE registration.

—Nine years of op-
eration without interna-
tional recognition.

Students demand
action from college ad-
ministration and health
authorities.

Concerns over fu-
ture career opportunities
abroad.

Gadani Liquor Smuggling Bid Foiled as Excise
Department Seizes 3,717 Bottles

Staff Reporter :
QUETTA: The Excise &
Anti-Narcotics Depart-
ment Balochistan has
thwarted a major attempt
to smuggle foreign liquor
in the coastal area of
Gadani, recovering thou-
sands of bottles during
a joint operation con-
ducted with the Pakistan
avy.
"According to offi-
cials, the intelligence-
based operation was
carried out on June 10 in
District Hub under the
supervision of Director
General Excise & Anti-
Narcotics (South Zone)
Muhammad Zaman.
During the raid, authori-
ties recovered 3,717
bottles of foreign liquor,
preventing their illegal
distribution in the prov-
ince.
Department offi-
cials said legal action

has been initiated and
the confiscated liquor
has been taken into of-
ficial custody in accor-
dancc with relevant
laws.

‘Speaking aboul (he
operation,

Muhammad Zaman said
the latest seizure reflects
the department’s ongo-
ing campaign against
drug trafficking and the
illegal trade of prohibited

s cross
Balochistan. He noted

|
that recent joint opera-

tions with the Pakistan
Navy have yielded sig-
nificant results, includ-
ing the recovery of 423
kilograms of crystal
meth (Ice), 20 kilograms
of hashish, and more

than 5,000 bottles of for-
cign liquor and beer.
He said these op-
erations have dealt a
substantial blow to orga-
nized smuggling net-
works operating along
the province’s coastal
belt and border regions.
The director gen-
eral added that over the
past three months, anti-
narcotics teams have
confiscated narcotics
worth billions of rupees
and seized more than
10,000 bottles of liquor
and beer during a series

Apart from anti-
efforts, the

investment planning,
and the sustainable
management of grazing
resources  across
Balochistan.

He made these re-
marks while addressing
a validation workshop
jointly organized by the
Forest and Wildlife De-
partment, Government
of Balochistan, and the
Food and Agriculture
Organization.

Healthy Range-
lands Essenlial for Envi-
ronment and Livestock
Imran Gichki emphasized
that healthy rangelands
play a critical role in

important
for ensuring environ-
mental sustainability
and supporting rural
livelihoods across the
province. The Secretary
also praised the efforts
of the Forest Depart-
ment and FAO teams for
successfully completing
the project despite vari-
ous challenges.
Workshop Focused
on Four Major River Ba-
sins The purpose of the
workshop was to vali-
date comprehensive re-
ports containing field
survey findings, data
anal. and recom-
mendations related to

rangeland resource as-
sessment and mapping
in four major river ba-

ins: Pishin-Lora Basin
Hingol Basin Nari Basin
Hamun-e-Mashkel Ba-
sin The one-day work-
shop was co-chaired by
FAO Balochistan Inter-
national Program Coor-

dinator Waleed Mehdi
and attended by senior
forestry officials, techni-
cal experts, researchers,
FAO representatives,
and stakeholders from
relevant institutions.
Detailed Survey
Findings Presented Dur-
ing the workshop,
servator Forestand FAO
LOA Manager Jafar Ali
Baloch provided a de-
tailed briefing on the
survey process.
He explained that
the assessments were
conducted under an
agreement between the
Forest and Wildlife De-
partment and FAO.

Usta Muhammad Administration
Finalizes Muharram Security

Uu S T A
MUHAMMAD: Deputy
Commissioner Usta
Muhammad,
Muhammad Ramzan
Palal, chaired an impor-
tant meeting to review
Muharram-ul-Haram ar-
rangements, ensure law
and order, and facilitate
the provision of essen-
tial services for mourn-
ers during the holy
month.
The meeting was
attended by SP Usta
uhammad Muaz-ur-
Rehman, Assistant Com-
missioner Ramadan
Ishtiag, District Health
Officer Dr. Amir Ali, rep-
resentatives of the Shia

pal officials from Usta
Muhammad and
Gandakha, officials from
the Public Health Engi-
neering Department
(PHED), SDOQESCOAl
Haider Magsi, religious
scholars, and officers

and Public Service Arrangements

from various govern-
‘ment departments.
Comprehensive Re-
view of Muharram
Preparations During the
meeting, participants
conducted a detailed re-
view of arrangements
lated to Muharram pro-
cessions and religious
gatherings, including:
Security measures for
processions and majall
Cleanliness and s:
tion services Provision
of safe drinking water
Uninterrupted electricity
supply Medical and
emergency response
services Traffic manage-
‘ment plans Coordination
among relevant depart-

‘ments Officials from vari-
ous departments briefed
the meeting on prepara-
tions and measures al-
ready undertaken to en-
sure smooth observance
of Muharram.

Peace and Security
Remain Top Priority Ad-

dressing the partic
pants, Deputy Commi
sioner Muhammad
Ramzan Palal stated that
maintaining peace and
law and order during
Muharram is the district
administration’s highest
priority.

He directed all con-
cerned departments to
ensure the availability of
essential facilities at
procession routes and

venues while
keeping emergency re-
sponse mechanisms
fully operational to
handle any unforeseen
situations.

The Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized

that close coordination
among the district ad-
ministration, police,
health department, mu-
nicipal authorities,
PHED, and QESCOi:

sential to provide a safe
and peaceful environ-
ment for mourners.

department is also focus-
ing on eliminating
poppy cultivation, tak-
ing action against non-
custom-paid vehicles,
broadening the provin-
cial tax base, and improv-
ing revenue collection.

Kech Deputy Commlssioner Takes Immediate Action to
Improve Facilities at BISP Regional Office

TURBAT: Deputy
Commissioner Kech,
Yasir Iqbal Dashti, paid
a surprise visit to the
Regional Office of the
Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme after
taking notice of public
complaints regarding
the lack of basic facili-
ties for beneficiaries.
During the visit, he
‘met with Deputy Direc-
tor Jorak Baloch and
directly interacted with
women present at the
office to hear their con-
cerns and assess the
situation firsthand.
Women  Raise
Concerns Over Lack of
Basic Facilities The vis-
iting women informed
the Deputy Commis-
sioner about the ab-
sence of shade, cold
drinking water, and

other essential ameni-
ties at the office pre-
mises, causing difficul-
ties for beneficiaries
waiting for services.

Responding im-
mediately, Deputy
Commissioner Yasir
Igbal Dashti ordered
the provision of a shel-
ter tent and water cool-
ers to improve condi-
tions for visitors.

Immediate Relief
Provided Through
PDMA Support Fol-
lowing the Deputy
Commissioner's direc-
tives, Deputy Director
PDMA, Malik Rehan,
promptly arranged and
delivered tents and wa-
ter coolers to the site,
ensuring immediate re-
lief for women visiting
the office.

New Sub-Offices

Planned for Remote Ar-
eas Keeping in view the
challenges faced by

Directions Issued
for Better Public Ser-
vice Delivery Deputy
¢ ey g

ies traveling
long distances, the
Deputy Commissioner
also ordered the estab-
lishment of additional
service points.

Under the new
plan: Beneficiaries from
Tump and Mand will
have access to services
through a sub-office in
Tump.

Residents of Dasht
will be facilitated
through a sub-office to
be established at
Khaddan or Mirani
Dam.

These centers will
provide SIM registra-
tion services and other
BISP-related facilities
closer to beneficiaries'
homes.

asir
Igbal Dashti instructed
relevant officials to en-
sure that women are
not subjected to unnec-
essary hardship and
that all public service
facilities are provided in
adignified and efficient
manner.

He emphasized
that public welfare re-
mains a top priority and
that government of-
fices must be respon-

sive to the needs of

citizens.“‘Beneficiaries
Appreciate Swift Re-
sponse Deputy Direc-
tor Jorak Baloch wel-
comed the Deputy
Commissioner and as-
sured him that existing
issues and complaints

would be addressed
without delay.

Women present
during the visit ex-
pressed their gratitude
for the immediate pro-
vision of shade and
cold drinking water.

They appreciated
the Deputy
Commissioner’s
prompt intervention
and voiced hope that
such proactive mea-
sures would continue
to improve public ser-
vices and address com-
munity concerns
across the district.

Yasir Igbal Dashti,
Kech Deputy Commis-
sioner, BISP Turbat,
Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme, Pub-
lic Welfare Kech,
Women Beneficiaries
Pakistan.

Panjgur Open Forum Highlights
Public Concerns on Border Trade,
Education, and Healthcare

PANJGUR: The district
administration of
Panjgur organized a pub-
lic open forum (Khuli
Kachehri) at the District
Council Hall to address
community concerns,
strengthen public en-
gagement, and promote
cooperation between
citizens and government
institutions.

The event was at-
tended by Deputy Com-
missioner Jahanzeb
Baloch as the chief
guest, while Comman-
dant Panjgur Rifles
Brigadier Zafar Iqbal
participated as the guest

honor.

Senior officials, in-
cluding Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Atta Asad, Assistant
Commissioner Iftikhar
Zaheer, Medical Super-
intendent Dr. Abdul
Ghaffar Baloch, repre-
sentatives of PPHI, Dis-
trict Education Officer
Saeed Ahmed Baloch,
DSP Amir Jan Baloch,
government department
heads, women, employ-
ees, and local residents

attended the gathering
in large numbers.

Citizens Raise Key
Issues During the forum,
participants presented
constructive sugges-
tions and concerns re-
garding several impor-
tant issues affecting the
district, including: Fur-
ther improvement in law
and order.

Attendance of medi-
cal staffat hospitals Re-
habilitation and func-
tioning of educational
institutions Simplifica-
tion of the Pakistan-Iran
border trade sticker (to-
ken) system Improved
cross-border trade op-
portunities for local resi-
dents Citizens and gov-
ernment employees re-
quested measures to
‘make legal border trade
more accessible and
transparent while ad-
dressing the concerns of
local youth. Participants
emphasized that easier
trade procedures could
create employment op-
portunities and
strengthen public confi-
dence in government in-

stitutions.

District Administra-
tion Promises Action Re-
sponding to public con-
cerns,

Deputy Commis-
sioner Jahanzeb Baloch
assured participants
that the district adminis
tration would prioritize
public welfare projects
and accelerate efforts to
improve essential ser-
vices.

He directed all de-
partmental heads to en-
hance their performance
and ensure the timely
delivery of public ser-
vices

The Deputy Com-
missioner also an-
nounced that under on-
going education re-
forms, renovation and
rehabilitation work on
dozens of schools in

Panjgur has entered its
final stages.

He further revealed
that additional projects
are being initiated to
modernize healthcare
and educational infra-
structure across the dis-
trict.
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MQM-P delegation calls on PM
Shehbaz ahead of budget; party leader
says Rs20bn allocation sought

for Karachi projects

tion of Rs20 billion for
projects for Karachi and
another Rs5bn alloca-
tion for Hyderabad in the
budget.

He said that PM
Shehbaz had assured
the delegation that “suf-
ficient™ allocations had
been made in the budget
for  Karachi and
Hyderabad.

The prime minister
also “promised the re-
lease of the required
funds” for the Greater
Karachi Bulk Water Sup-
ply Scheme or K-1V
project, Haque said.

“He told us that the

NEWS DESK:A delega-
tion of the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Paki-
stan (MQM-P) called on
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif in Islamabad on
Friday and discussed the
budget for FY2026-27
and  development
projects for Sindh were
discussed, according to
the PM’s Office and
MQM-P leader Aminul
Haque.

Hagque told Dawn
that the matter ofa “spe-
cial development pack-
age” for Sindh’s urban
areas was raised during
the meeting and that his
party sought an alloca-

ut measures to com
plete the pmjecl by De-
cember 2026,” he said.

Moreover he said,
the MQM-P delegation
also raised the issue of
the M-9 Motorway,
which connects Karachi
and Hyderabad.

e prime minister
said that M-9 should be
considered an express-
way or highway, and not
amotorway.”

Haque said the pre-
‘mier was urged to ensure
that Sindh ““gets a proper
motorway connecting
Karachi and
Hyderabad”.

He said Main Line-

government is taking all-

1 (ML-1) — a railway
project, a section o
‘which connects Karachi
to Rohri — was also dis-
cussed during the meet-
ing.

Haque said the
MQM-P was of the view
that it was the federal
government’s flagship
project and work on its
Karachi-Rohri section
should be initiated in the
fiscal year 2026-27.

He said the meeting
continued for half an
hour and PM Shehbaz,
as well as PML-N’s top
leadership, “promised to
address all issues raised
during the meeting”.

ECONOMIC SURVEY 2026-27:
Poverty surges 7pc, pushing 27m
people into financial distress

from 28.4 in 2018-19

NEWS DESK: Na-
tional poverty rate has
surged by seven per
cent, pushing approxi-
mately 27 million ad-
ditional people into fi-
nancial distress over
the last six years and
bringing the total num-
ber of the impover-
ished population of the
country to 70m, ac-
cording to the Eco-
nomic Survey 2025-
26,

The survey fig-
ures show that pov-
erty was 21.9pc in
2018-19 which in-
creased to 28.9pc in
2024-25.

Poverty remained

significantly higher in *

rural areas.
Rural poverty in-

creased from 28.2pc |

t036.2pc, while urban
poverty increased

from 11pc to 17.4pc

over the same period.

At the provincial
level, poverty in-
creased across all
major provinces.

In 2024-25, pov-
erty was estimated at
23.3pc in Punjab,
32.6pc in  Sindh,
35.3pc in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and
47pc in Balochistan.
In2018-19, the corre-
sponding rates were
16.5pc, 24.5pc,
28.7pc, and 41.8pc,
respectively.
Balochistan continued
to record the highest

equality increased
across all provinces,
with Sindh recording
the highest level in
2024-25.

These results sug-
gest that the recent
pressures on house-
hold welfare were ac-
companied by widen-
ing disparities in in-
come distribution.

According to the
survey, Pakistan’s na-

poverty incidence,
while Punjab re-
mained the lowest
among the four prov-
inces, the survey says.

The surge in pov-
erty is attributed to
prolonged economic
shocks,

including record-
high inflation, currency
depreciation, IMF
stabilisation measures,
catastrophic climate

1032.71in2024-25.

The increase was
visible in both urban
and rural areas.

Urban inequality
rose from 31.0 to 34.4,
while rural inequality
increased from23.4 to
36.6 during 2018-19
and 2024-25.

This suggests that
the recent rise in pov-
erty was accompanied

events like floods and
the Middle East con-
flict.

The adverse situ-
ation has weakened
people purchasing
power, raised food in-
security and strained
remittance-receiving
families, the survey

tional puvcrty esti-
mates are based on
the cost of basic needs
(CBN) approach,
which has remained
the standard frame-
work for estimating
consumption-based
poverty.

Under this ap-
proach, the poverty
line represents the
minimum expenditure
required to meet es-
sential food and non-
food needs.

income distribution.
Provincial inequality
also moved upward
over the same period.
In 2024-25, the Gini
coefficient stood at
32.0in Punjab, 35.9 in
Sindh, 29.4 in KP, and
26.5 in Balochistan.

In 2018-19, the
corresponding values
were 28.4, 29.7,24.8,
and 21.

The pmvmual pat-
tern indicates that in-

8

ys.
The updated esti-
mates also indicate a
rise in inequality.
The national Gini
coefficient increased

Pakistan secures top position at
international military drill
competition in UK: ISPR

NEWS DESK:The Paki- Military  Academy
stan Army team has (RMA)  Sandhurst,
clinched first position at  United Kingdom,” the
aninternational military ISPR said ina statement.
drill competition held in It added that the
Britain, the Inter-Ser- PMA team “made a
vices Public Relations clean sweep at the com-
(ISPR) saidon Friday.  petition, securing all

“In a remarkable major honours, that is
display ofexcellence, the st Overall Team Tro-
Pakistan Army team, rep- phy, Best Pace Sticker
resented by the Pakistan and ~ Best Driver
Military  Academy
(PMA), has clinched 1st

Position at the presti-
gious International Pace ~ contingent, led by Ma-
jor Haider Gulzar, arrived

Sticking Competition
2026 held at the Royal in the UK on June 5. A
S e ey e

total of 16 international

teams from different
armies participated in
the fierce annual event.
ThePakmanAxmy

team’s victory is reflec-
tive of the highest stan-
dards of professional
training,

excellence and dedi-
cation maintained by the
Armed Forces of Paki-
stan,” the ISPR said.

Pakistan had also
won the International
Pace Sticking Competi-
tion in 2020 for a third
consecutive year.

According to the
ISPR, the nine-member

President Zardari approves bill, 'fulfilling all
legal formalities' for PIA's privatisation

NEWS DESK: Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari
on Friday gave his as-
sent to the Pakistan
International Airlines
Corporation (Conver-
sion) (Repeal) Bill,
2026, fulfilling all nec-
essary legal require-
ments for the national
carrier’s privatisation.
The original bill,
which now stands re-
pealed, was passed in
January 2016, and
sought to convert the
national flag carrier
into a public limited
company.
Confirming the
development in a
statement, the presi-
dency said that follow-
ing the approval, “all
the necessary legal
formalities and re-
quirements for the
completion of the
privatisation process
of Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines Com-
an Limited
(PIACL) have been

fulfilled”.

It added that the
bill was passed by the
Senate on June 10 and
subsequently received
approval from the Na-
tional Assembly on
June 11, before being
sent to the president
for his assent.

A consortium led
by Arif Habib Corpo-
ration Limited had
won the auction for 75

per cent shares of PIA

in December last year,
making a winning bid
ofRs135 billion.

The documents
pertaining to the trans-
action were signed
during a ceremony in
January, which was
attended by Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif.

The Arif Habib-
led consortium aims to
transform the loss-
‘making airline through
operational restructur-
ing, fleet expansion,
and improved cus-

JAAC protesters in AJK's Poonch district
disperse on fears of major crackdown

NEWS DESK:All three
gatherings of the activ-
ists and supporters of
the proscribed Joint
Awami Action Commit-
tee (JAAC) at the fringes
of Rawalakot dispersed
and their participants
returned to their respec-
tive areas shortly afer
midnight, officials said
on Friday.

The development
reportedly came afier in-
dications that authori-
ties had planned a major
operation to uproot the
protesters, who had
converged from various
districts on the eastern
outskirts of Rawalakot
in Poonch district.

The regional admin-
istration and the JAAC
have been at odds over
various issues, most no-
tably the committee’s
demand to abolish the 12
seats in the region’s
Legislative Assembly
that are reserved for refu-
gees from Indian-occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
who settled in mainland
Pakistan after 1947.

“There is not a
single participant at any
of the three sit-in sites
on the outskirts of
Rawalakot. All have un-

conditionally surren-
dered before the state
and have returned,
rather fled, back to their
respective  areas,”
Poonch Divisional Com-
missioner Sardar
Waheed Khan told
Dawn in the early hours
of Friday.On Thursday
evening, the administra-
tion had constituted a
dedicated contingent of
around 1,000 Rangers,
Federal Constabulary,
Islamabad and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) police personnel
for a “decisive action”,

apart from staginga flag-
‘march of between 70 and
80 armoured and other
vehicles.
Recalling that the
administration had sent
alaw enforcement team
on Thursday morning to
arrest Umar Nazir
Kashmiri, one of the
hard-line JAAC core
members, Khan claimed
the move had “already
chilled his blood™.
In the meantime,
an said, backchannel
messaging with
Kashmiri was carried
through two seasoned

local leaders — District
Bar Association Presi-
dent Sardar Javed Nisar
and Poonch District
Council ~ Chairman
Sardar Javed Sharif —
who conveyed to him a
clear message to surren-
der in the interest of his.
personal safety and that
of all other participants.
According to
Kashmiri responded that
if the notification pro-
scribing JAAC was with-
rawn, he would not
only announce an end to
the sit-ins but also sur-
render himselfbefore the

local station house of-
ficer (SHO).

At this, Khan said
he told JAAC leaders to
carry on their sit-in while
he consulted his higher
authorities. It was then
that the tone of JAAC
leaders changed, and
they started saying that
they would continue a
peaceful sit-in, he
added.

However, when the
message of a huge flag
march in Rawalakot
reached the JAAC
camp, they became ap-
prehensive that the ad-
ministration was con-

= templating launching a

decisive action, “per-
haps a blitz”, he added.

‘According to Khan,
by midnight, the admin-
istration started receiv-
ing reports about “chaos
and panic” in the pro-
scribed organisation’s
ranks and files, and after
an hour, the entire
Eidgah area was ren-
dered “completely unoc-
cupied”

‘When the message
reached the other two
sites where activists had
gathered, they also imi-
tated the move and dis-
persed, he said.

tomer service.

To ensure the suc-
cess of its revival plan,
the consortium has
plans to acquire the re-
maining 25 per cent
government stake in

PIA, thereby taking
full control of deci-
sion-making.

Arif Habib, chair-
man of the investment
firm that headed the
consortium, has said

that PIA’s privatisation
would lead to an in-
crease in employment
in the airline as the
new owners were
looking to expand its
business.
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