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PM directs
authorities to

expedite work on
100MW solar power

project in GB

NEWS DESK:

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday directed that work
on a 100 megawatt solar power
project in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB)
be expedited and that it be com-
pleted at the earliest

The directives came as the
premier chaired a meeting in
Islamabad reviewing the
project, according to a statement
issued by the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO).

The prime minister directed
that the work on the project be
accelerated and completed as
soon as possible, adding that an
independent third-party valida-
tion be conducted to ensure
transparency at every stage of
the project, the PMO said.

According to the state-
ment, the premier also said that
the Centre would bear all the
expenses for the project.

During the meeting, the rel-
evant authorities briefed partici-
pants on the federal
government’s solar energy
project in GB, the statement
said.The meeting was told that
an 18MW solarisation project
for government buildings was
being implemented across the
region. The statement said that
the 18MW solarisation project
for government buildings in
Gilgit and Diamer divisions was
scheduled to be completed by
December, while the
solarisation project for govern-
ment buildings in Baltistan divi-
sion was expected to be com-
pleted by October.

The meeting was also told
that work was underway on an
82MW solar energy project for
houses in Gilgit, Skardu, Chilas
and Khaplo, the statement said.

In August 2025, the Execu-
tive Committee of the National
Economic Council approved the
100MW power project for GB.
In December, PM Shehbaz had
formally approved the project
to ensure uninterrupted, afford-
able and sustainable power sup-
ply to the region.

Balochistan Enforces Section 144 During Muharram,
Announces Strict Security Measures Across Province

By News Desk:

In a major move to maintain
peace and security during
Muharram-ul-Haram, the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan has
imposed strict restrictions un-
der Section 144 across the
province, introducing a series
of security measures aimed at
preventing sectarian tensions
and ensuring public safety.

According to an official
notification issued by the pro-
vincial Home Department, the
restrictions will remain in force
from 1st Muharram to 10th
Muharram.

Authorities have also re-
served the right to extend or
withdraw the restrictions de-
pending on the prevailing se-
curity situation.

The notification prohibits
the publication, distribution, dis-
play, and online circulation of
any sectarian, provocative,
hateful, or inflammatory ma-
terial that could incite unrest
or disturb public order.

The ban covers all forms
of communication, including
social media platforms and
other digital channels.

To strengthen security ar-
rangements during the holy
month, authorities have also
imposed a ban on the public
display and carrying of arms

and ammunition throughout the
province.

However, personnel from

law enforcement agencies and
other authorized officials have
been exempted from this re-

Balochistan Planning and Development Minister, Mir Zahoor Buledi awarding a shield
to the Secretary IT Ayaz Khan Mandokhail :  Photo DGPR

NEWS DESK:

Quetta:The Government of
Balochistan has achieved remark-
able success through its innova-
tive digital economy initiative,
generating more than Rs1 billion
in revenue from an initial invest-
ment of Rs200 million. The
achievement highlights the
province’s growing focus on digi-
tal transformation, IT develop-
ment, and youth empowerment.

A prestigious ceremony was
held at the Chief Minister’s Sec-
retariat in Quetta to recognize this
success, where ten leading digi-
tal influencers from Balochistan
were awarded honorary certifi-
cates for their contributions to
promoting the province’s digital
economy.

Representing Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, Provincial Min-
ister for Planning and Develop-
ment Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi
distributed certificates among the
top-performing influencers.

The event was attended by
Provincial Interior Minister Mir
Ziaullah Langove, Parliamentary
Secretary for Information Tech-
nology Mir Abdul Samad Gorgij,
Adviser for Youth Affairs and
Sports Meena Majeed Baloch,
senior government officials, and
representatives from various sec-
tors.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi stated
that generating over Rs1 billion
in revenue from a Rs200 million
investment demonstrates how
smart investments,

digital innovation, and tech-
nology-driven economic strate-
gies can deliver exceptional finan-
cial results.

He emphasized that the glo-
bal Information Technology (IT)
sector offers enormous opportu-
nities and urged young people to
equip themselves with modern
digital skills.

According to him, nearly 500
million job opportunities are avail-
able worldwide in the technology
sector, and Balochistan’s youth
have the potential to benefit from

these opportunities through tal-
ent, innovation, and professional
training.

The minister highlighted that
under the leadership of Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, sig-
nificant efforts are being made to
integrate underprivileged com-
munities, youth, and remote re-
gions into the mainstream of eco-
nomic development.

He noted that alongside
physical infrastructure, invest-
ment in human capital develop-
ment, digital skills training, re-

search, and innovation has be-
come a key priority.

He further revealed that more
than 3,000 schools have been ac-
tivated across the province to
improve educational standards,
while Rs8 billion in grants were
allocated to public universities
during the previous fiscal year.

The upcoming provincial
budget will place special empha-
sis on Artificial Intelligence (AI),
emerging technologies, research
and development, and digital
education programs.

Buledi also highlighted the
role of the Balochistan Education
Endowment Fund, which pro-
vides opportunities for students
from minority communities,
transgender individuals, and
other marginalized groups to ac-
cess education at leading inter-
national universities.

The ceremony concluded
with participants appreciating the
provincial government’s efforts
to strengthen the digital economy,
technology sector growth, youth
entrepreneurship, AI adoption,

and digital skills development.
They reaffirmed their commit-

ment to supporting Balochistan’s
journey toward sustainable eco-
nomic growth and digital prosper-
ity.

During the event, shields
were presented to the top ten per-
formers of the DG Biz program,
while Program Director Javad
Khan received a special shield
from the Parliamentary Secretary
and Secretary of Information
Technology for his outstanding
contributions.

striction.
In Quetta, additional pre-

cautionary measures have

been introduced, including a
complete ban on pillion riding.
Moreover, large sound sys-

tems and branded loudspeak-
ers brought from outside the
district will not be allowed en-
try without prior approval from
the concerned authorities.

The government has also
restricted unauthorized indi-
viduals from gathering on
rooftops, balconies, windows,
and other elevated locations
situated along the routes of
Muharram processions and
religious congregations. Only
residents of such buildings and
individuals specifically autho-
rized by the district administra-
tion will be permitted access
to these areas.

The Home Department
has directed all Deputy Com-
missioners, police officials, and
other law enforcement agen-
cies to ensure strict enforce-
ment of these orders and to
take immediate action against
any violations.

Officials warned that any-
one found violating the provi-
sions of Section 144 would
face legal proceedings under
Section 188 of the Pakistan
Penal Code and other relevant
laws.

The provincial government
reaffirmed its commitment to
maintaining law and order dur-
ing Muharram and urged citi-
zens to cooperate with the au-
thorities to ensure peaceful
observance of the holy month.

Policemen stand alert to maintain law and order situation in Quetta: Photo Quetta Voice
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Balochistan’s Tree Plantation
Drive Must Go Beyond

Ceremonies

South-West Asia and the War Against Narcotics:
Where Does Pakistan Stand?

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once
remarked that “a little
water clears us of this
deed” after the assas-
sination of the King.
Yet, with time, she re-
mained haunted, ob-
sessively rubbing her
hands in an attempt to
cleanse the imagined
stains of blood. The
persistence of narcot-
ics production and
trade in South-West
Asia resembles this
unending struggle — a
dark reality that can-
not be easily washed
away.

Afghanistan has
long been recognized
as the world’s largest
producer of opium,
with its roots tracing
back to the early
1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercus-
sions of this industry
spilled into neighboring
Pakistan and Iran. In
the late 2000s, Taliban
leader Mullah Omar
imposed a strict ban on
poppy cultivation
through threats, forced
eradication, and se-
vere punishments.
However, as revealed
by the UNODC
Opium Survey 2007,
the ban primarily tar-
geted cultivation while
the trade continued.
After the fall of the
Taliban, opium again
became a major
source of funding for
logistics, weapons, and
militia payments.

In 2022, the
Taliban leadership
once again announced
a ban on poppy culti-
vation, with Hibatullah
Akhundzada officially
declaring significant
reductions. Some
Western reports, sup-
ported by satellite im-
agery, showcased de-

clining poppy fields in
southern Afghanistan.
However, this raises
critical questions: Can
Afghanistan realisti-
cally abandon such a
central economic re-
source while facing
sanctions? And what
consequences does
this shift have for Pa-
kistan? While certain

international outlets
hastily claim that Pa-
kistan has become a
new hub for narcotics,
such narratives ignore
key realities. The issue
is not a simple matter
of “shifting sands” but
a complex regional se-
curity challenge. The
porous border between
Pakistan and Afghani-

stan, coupled with
cross-border networks
of drug traffickers,
means temporary
shifts in cultivation are
often strategic rather
than permanent.
M o r e o v e r ,
Afghanistan’s pivot to-
wards methamphet-
amine production —
highlighted by satellite

evidence of expanded
ephedra processing
hubs — reflects adap-
tive strategies of traf-
fickers rather than
genuine eradication.

In Pakistan, how-
ever, the situation is
markedly different.
Since 2001, the coun-
try has largely main-
tained its “poppy-free”

status, despite spo-
radic spillovers from
Afghanistan. Follow-
ing the Taliban’s 2022
ban, some illicit culti-
vations did emerge in
border areas, particu-
larly within
Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed through

Pakistan’s Poppy
Elimination Campaign
(PEC-2025). This
multi-agency effort,
led by the Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF)
and provincial admin-
istrations, successfully
destroyed thousands
of acres of illegal
poppy fields. Over 250
FIRs were registered,

dozens of arrests
were made, and
awareness campaigns
were launched across
educational institu-
tions. Importantly, in-
dependent surveys af-
ter March 2025 con-
firmed the effective-
ness of these eradica-
tion drives.

Pakistan’s deter-
mination to combat
narcotics often re-
mains under-reported
internationally, over-
shadowed by outdated
or selective portray-
als.

The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stabil-
ity but also for global
security.

What is urgently
needed is greater rec-
ognition of these ef-
forts by the interna-
tional community and
enhanced cooperation
from agencies such as
the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the
heart of global narcot-
ics trade routes,
Pakistan’s role is both
frontline and decisive.
Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from
a vulnerable transit
zone into a hub of op-
portunity, stability, and
resilience. Just as
Lady Macbeth’s imag-
ined guilt could not be
washed away with
water, the global com-
munity cannot absolve
itself of responsibility
by ignoring Pakistan’s
sacrifices and
achievements in this
ongoing struggle. The
fight against narcotics
requires collective rec-
ognition, support, and
action — not selective
narratives.

Editorial:
Every spring, usually
between February and
March, Balochistan
witnesses the launch of
tree plantation cam-
paigns. Saplings are
planted at official cer-
emonies, photographs
circulate on social me-
dia, and hopeful state-
ments are issued about
a greener future.

While these efforts
matter, they fall short
of what the province
truly needs.

Balochistan is one
of the most climate-
vulnerable regions in
Pakistan and ranks
among the hardest-hit
areas globally by cli-
mate change.

Rising tempera-
tures, recurring
droughts, shrinking
water resources, and
disappearing wildlife
are no longer distant
threats—they are daily
realities for communi-
ties across the prov-
ince.

In such circum-
stances, tree plantation
cannot remain a sym-
bolic activity limited to
headlines and hashtags.

What is required is
a serious shift toward
sustainable plantation.
Planting a sapling is
only the first step.

Ensuring its sur-
vival—through protec-
tion, irrigation, moni-
toring, and community
ownership—is what
makes a difference.

The success of
plantation drives
should be measured by
how many trees sur-
vive after one, three,
or five years, not by
the number of photo
sessions held.

The Forest and
Wildlife Department
must move beyond
publicity-driven cam-
paigns and focus on
long-term environ-
mental impact.

Native and
drought-resistant spe-
cies should be priori-

tized, while schools,
universities, and local
communities must be
made partners in pro-
tecting and nurturing
plantations.

At a time when cli-
mate change threatens
livelihoods, Balochistan
does not need unneces-
sary construction
projects or decorative
infrastructure.

It needs a large-
scale, province-wide
plantation initiative—
similar to a plantation
tsunami—with clear
targets aimed at reduc-
ing the effects of glo-
bal warming, improv-
ing air quality, and re-
storing ecological bal-
ance.

A genuinely sus-
tainable tree plantation
campaign can help se-
cure Balochistan’s fu-
ture. The province’s
environment cannot
wait for another season
of symbolic planting; it
needs action that takes
root and grows.

BUITEMS Organizes Open Day to
Inspire Students Across Balochistan
Syed Dara

Shikoh Amir:
QUETTA: The
Balochistan University
of Information Tech-
nology,
Engineering and Man-

edge sharing. He
stated:

“BUITEMS is the
university of every stu-
dent in Balochistan.
Our classrooms, re-
search opportunities,
and resources are
open for all so that no
young learner in the
province remains de-
prived of quality edu-
cation.”

cial message,
BUITEMS Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Khalid Hafeez reaf-
firmed the university’s
mission of inclusive
education and knowl-

agement Sciences
(BUITEMS) opened
its doors to thousands
of college students
from across the prov-
ince by hosting a vi-
brant “Open Day”,
showcasing its modern
academic facilities, in-
novative programs,
and lively campus cul-
ture.

Delivering a spe-

The event at-
tracted an enthusiastic
response, with more
than 2,000 students
from 18+ colleges at-
tending. Visiting stu-
dents and their teach-

ers explored
BUITEMS’ faculties,
interacted directly with
professors, and par-
ticipated in detailed
career-guidance and
counseling sessions
designed to help them
choose the right aca-
demic path.Special
awareness stalls, de-
partmental exhibitions,
and program presenta-

tions provided stu-
dents with insights into
BUITEMS’ wide-
ranging degree pro-
grams, research pros-
pects, and campus
life. Many participants

praised the initiative,
calling it a valuable
opportunity to connect
with higher education
and future career op-
tions.

Prof. Dr. Khalid
Hafeez applauded the
organizing team for
successfully conduct-
ing the Open Day,
adding that such out-
reach efforts

strengthen the bridge
between the univer-
sity and youth across
Balochistan.

By holding this
large-scale Open Day,
BUITEMS has fur-

ther solidified its repu-
tation as a center of
excellence in higher
education,

innovation, and
student empowerment
in Balochistan, en-
couraging young
learners to strive for
academic success and
contribute to the
province’s develop-
ment.
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SSP Loralai Chairs High-Level
Meeting to Finalize Muharram

2026 Security Arrangements

Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhail Highlights Importance of
Tolerance, Respect, and Social Harmony in Balochistan

Deputy Commissioner Barkhan Chairs
DCC Meeting to Accelerate Public Welfare

Projects Under BSDI Phase III

Chief Secretary Balochistan Reviews Strategic Development
Projects, Emphasizes Infrastructure and Public Welfare

LORALAI: District Po-
lice Loralai has intensi-
fied preparations to en-
sure the peaceful obser-
vance of Muharram-ul-
Haram 2026, with a com-
prehensive security plan
being finalized to main-
tain law and order and
safeguard religious

tion during Muharram,
arrangements for reli-
gious processions and
gatherings, traffic man-
agement plans, the role
of volunteers, monitor-
ing of sensitive loca-
tions, and measures to
promote interfaith and
inter-sect harmony.

gatherings across the
district.

In this regard,  a
high-level meeting was
chaired by SSP Dr. Fahad
Ahmed, bringing to-
gether the Executive En-
gineer (XEN) WAPDA
Loralai, religious schol-
ars, representatives of
the Hazara community,
office-bearers of the Dis-
trict Traders Associa-
tion, Municipal Commit-
tee officials, senior po-
lice officers, and repre-
sentatives of various
concerned departments.

The meeting re-
viewed in detail the
overall security situa-

Addressing the par-
ticipants, SSP Dr. Fahad
Ahmed stated that en-
suring the safety of citi-
zens and facilitating the
peaceful conduct of re-
ligious rituals during
Muharram remains the
district police’s top pri-
ority.

He emphasized that
all available resources
and personnel would be
utilized effectively to
maintain peace and se-
curity throughout the
holy month.

He appreciated the
cooperation of religious
scholars, the Hazara
community, traders, and

Deputy Commissioner Jaffarabad Reviews Revenue Collection
Progress, Directs Officials to Achieve Targets

QUETTA: Chief Secre-
tary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan chaired a
high-level meeting to re-
view development priori-
ties and strengthen infra-
structure across the
province.

The meeting fo-
cused on assessing the
progress of various stra-
tegic projects being
implemented at provin-
cial and district levels
and ensuring their timely
completion, quality stan-
dards, and public ben-
efits.

During the meeting,
officials presented de-
tailed updates on ongo-
ing development initia-
tives, while discussions
centered on accelerating
project implementation
and improving monitor-
ing mechanisms to maxi-
mize their impact on com-
munities.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Chief Secre-
tary Shakeel Qadir Khan
stated that the timely
and transparent comple-
tion of strategic projects
not only strengthens in-
frastructure but also cre-

JAFFARABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Khalid
Khan chaired an impor-
tant meeting of revenue
officials to review the
collection of govern-
ment dues and assess
progress toward achiev-
ing revenue targets
across the district.

The meeting was
attended by all
Tehsildars and relevant
revenue officers from
across Jaffarabad. Par-
ticipants conducted a
detailed review of the
current status of Ushr,
Abiana (water charges),
and Agricultural Income
Tax collections, while
also discussing strate-
gies to improve revenue
performance and meet
assigned targets.

During the meeting,
Tehsildars presented
comprehensive brief-
ings on collection efforts
within their respective
jurisdictions.  They in-
formed the Deputy Com-
missioner about the
progress made, chal-
lenges encountered dur-

civil society representa-
tives, noting that reli-
gious tolerance, social
harmony, and brother-
hood can only be
strengthened through
collective efforts. He
also urged citizens to
immediately report any
suspicious activity to

law enforcement agen-
cies and avoid spread-
ing or relying on unveri-
fied information and ru-
mors. The meeting also
reviewed the district’s
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
Muharram security plan,
which includes the de-
ployment of additional
police personnel at sen-
sitive locations, continu-
ous monitoring of pro-
cessions and religious
gatherings, strict check-
ing at entry and exit
points, CCTV surveil-
lance, and special emer-
gency response mea-
sures to address any un-
foreseen situation.

Deputy Commissioner Qalat
Reviews BSDI Development

Projects, Warns of Action Against
Non-Performing Contractors

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has empha-
sized that despite differ-
ing political viewpoints
and diversity, Pashtun
and Baloch political lead-
ers, along with tribal el-
ders of Balochistan,
have historically main-
tained mutual respect,
tolerance, and harmony,
serving as a foundation
for peace and coexist-
ence in the province.

The Governor ex-
pressed these views
during separate meet-
ings with former Federal
Minister Sardar Yar
Muhammad Rind, Mem-
ber of Provincial Assem-
bly Rahmat Saleh
Baloch, Syed Zafar
Agha, and Faiq Jamali.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Governor Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail said
that respected elders
and influential figures
continue to stand as pil-
lars of mutual trust
within society.

He noted that they
not only tolerate differ-

ing the recovery pro-
cess, and measures be-
ing taken to overcome
those obstacles. Re-
viewing the perfor-
mance of revenue offi-
cials, Deputy Commis-
sioner Khalid Khan di-
rected them to further
accelerate and
strengthen collection ef-
forts to ensure that gov-
ernment revenue targets
are achieved within the
prescribed timeframe.

Addressing the
participants, he empha-

sized that the collection
of government revenues
plays a crucial role in fi-
nancing development
projects and public wel-
fare initiatives.  There-
fore, he stated, any neg-
ligence or delay in the
recovery process would
not be tolerated. The
Deputy Commissioner
instructed all revenue of-
ficers to increase field
activities, strengthen co-
ordination and communi-
cation with farmers and
landowners, and utilize

all available resources
to improve the recovery
of government dues. He
further urged officials to
perform their duties with
a spirit of public service
and maintain complete
transparency through-
out the collection pro-
cess.  According to him,
transparency and ac-
countability are essen-
tial for building public
trust and ensuring effec-
tive governance. Khalid
Khan also reaffirmed the
district administration’s

commitment to continu-
ously monitoring the
performance of revenue
officers. He stated that
officials demonstrating
outstanding perfor-
mance would be encour-
aged and recognized,
while those found negli-
gent in carrying out their
responsibilities would
face action in accor-
dance with the relevant
rules and regulations.

The meeting con-
cluded with a commit-
ment to intensify efforts
aimed at improving rev-
enue collection and en-
suring the timely
achievement of all as-
signed targets in
Jaffarabad district.

ates employment oppor-
tunities and contributes
to long-term economic
stability.

He emphasized that
improved road net-
works, access to clean
drinking water, quality
healthcare and educa-
tion services, and sus-
tainable energy sources
play a vital role in en-
hancing the quality of
life for citizens.

He noted that such
investments directly
contribute to family wel-
fare, better educational
outcomes for children,
improved public health,
and overall socio-eco-
nomic development
throughout the prov-
ince.

The Chief Secre-
tary also highlighted the

provincial government’s
efforts to enhance pub-
lic safety through the
implementation of Safe
City Projects in various
districts.

These initiatives in-
clude the installation of
advanced surveillance
cameras, command and
control centers,  and
modern security sys-
tems aimed at strength-
ening urban security and
improving law enforce-
ment capabilities.

The meeting re-
viewed progress on in-
frastructure develop-
ment associated with the
Safe City initiatives and
discussed measures to
ensure timely comple-
tion of all related compo-
nents.

In the education

sector, officials briefed
the meeting on a major
school infrastructure im-
provement program
aimed at making educa-
tional institutions more
attractive and func-
tional.

Under the initiative,
additional classrooms
are being constructed
across the province, and
704 out of 3,000 planned
classrooms are expected
to be completed during
the current month.

The meeting also
reviewed efforts to ex-
pand irrigation facilities
in agricultural command
areas and implement
modern farming prac-
tices.

Officials noted that
these measures are ex-
pected to improve agri-

cultural productivity, in-
crease farmers’ incomes,
and support sustainable
rural development.

Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan
stressed the importance
of timely financial ap-
provals and transparent
utilization of develop-
ment funds.

He directed relevant
departments to ensure
strict compliance with
quality standards, safety
protocols, and effective
project oversight to
guarantee successful
implementation.

Reaffirming the pro-
vincial government's
commitment to develop-
ment,  he stated that
transparent and efficient
execution of projects re-
mains a top priority.

ences of opinion but
also build bridges be-
tween communities and
foster a sense of secu-
rity and understanding,
which remains essential
in today’s rapidly chang-
ing environment.

The Governor ob-
served that the spirit of
coexistence in
Balochistan draws
strength from shared
values and traditions.

However, he ex-
pressed concern that
distinguished person-

alities from the fields of
education and politics,
who once played a vital
role in imparting political
awareness, tolerance,
and respect for others to
younger generations, are
gradually becoming
fewer in number.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail stated that
Balochistan possesses a
unique social fabric that
cannot easily be under-
stood without a deep ap-
preciation of its history,
traditions, and cultural

dynamics.
He remarked that

the province’s political
and tribal relationships
are deeply rooted in mu-
tual respect, tolerance,
and social harmony.

He further empha-
sized that Balochistan’s
social and political tra-
ditions are not static but
dynamic, adaptable, and
peace-oriented. Accord-
ing to him,

these traditions
continue to create new
pathways toward hu-

manitarian values,
progress, and social de-
velopment.

The Governor
stressed the need to
maintain a balance be-
tween tradition and
modernization while en-
suring that younger
generations are taught
enduring values such as
tolerance, humanity, re-
spect, and peaceful co-
existence.

He added that
Balochistan is not only
rich in natural resources
and valuable minerals
but is also blessed with
a remarkable history,
strong cultural tradi-
t ions,  and enduring
bonds of friendship
among its people.

Addressing the
youth, Governor Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail urged
them to respect their el-
ders, learn to value dif-
fering opinions, and
take the initiative to rec-
oncile differences when-
ever disagreements or
mis un de rs t an di ngs
arise.

QALAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Munir Ahmed
Durrani chaired an im-
portant meeting to re-
view the progress of de-
velopment projects be-

utilizing all available re-
sources to ensure the
provision of essential
public services and in-
frastructure for the
people of Qalat.

would be tolerated re-
garding the quality of
construction and devel-
opment work.

Munir Ahmed
Durrani further warned

ing implemented under
Balochistan Special De-
velopment Initiative
(BSDI) Phase I and
Phase II across the dis-
trict.

The meeting was
attended by contractors
responsible for various
ongoing development
schemes.

Discussions fo-
cused on the pace of
work, quality standards,
project implementation,
and other key issues re-
lated to the successful
completion of develop-
ment initiatives.

During the session,
contractors briefed the
Deputy Commissioner
on the progress of their
respective projects, con-
struction quality, and
challenges being faced
during implementation.

They also high-
lighted concerns regard-
ing pending bill pay-
ments and other opera-
tional issues affecting
project execution.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, Deputy Com-
missioner Munir Ahmed
Durrani stated that the
district administration is

 He emphasized
that the development
projects being carried
out under BSDI are
aimed at improving the
quality of life and ad-
dressing key public
needs. He noted that the
ongoing schemes in-
clude drinking water
supply projects, road in-
frastructure develop-
ment, construction and
renovation of additional
classrooms and wash-
rooms in schools, main-
tenance and painting
works, improvement of
streets and neighbor-
hoods, and the installa-
tion of streetlights along
the National Highway
and other important
routes.  The Deputy
Commissioner directed
contractors to complete
all projects within the
stipulated timeframe and
strictly adhere to ap-
proved quality stan-
dards. He made it clear
that no compromise

that negligence, delays,
or poor workmanship
would not be accepted
under any circum-
stances.  He stated that
contractors found re-
sponsible for substan-
dard performance or vio-
lations of project require-
ments would face strict
action, including being
blacklisted from future
government projects.

Reaffirming the
administration’s commit-
ment to public welfare,
the Deputy Commis-
sioner stressed that
timely completion of de-
velopment schemes is
essential for ensuring
improved infrastructure,
better public services,
and sustainable devel-
opment throughout the
district.  Key
Hi gh l i gh t s “Dep ut y
Commissioner Munir
Ahmed Durrani chaired
a review meeting on
BSDI Phase I and Phase
II projects.

BARKHAN: Deputy
Commissioner Saeed ur
Rehman Kakar chaired
an important meeting of
the District Coordina-
tion Committee (DCC) to
review development pri-
orities and discuss pro-
posed public welfare
projects under the
Balochistan Special De-
velopment Initiative
(BSDI) Phase III.

The meeting was
attended by representa-
tives of law enforcement
agencies, the Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General), district offic-
ers, and heads of various
government depart-

ments.
Addressing the

participants, Deputy
Commissioner Saeed ur
Rehman Kakar stated
that under the people-
centric vision of the
Chief Minister of
Balochistan, public wel-
fare and development
projects are being ad-
vanced on a priority ba-
sis through the BSDI
program.

 He directed all
concerned departments
to submit their develop-
ment proposals in a
timely manner and with
complete preparation so
that planning can be fi-

nalized according to the
district’s needs and pri-
orities.

The Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized
that the provision of ba-
sic public services re-
mains one of the
government’s top priori-
ties.

He highlighted the
importance of improving
education, healthcare,
access to clean drinking
water, road infrastruc-
ture, and other essential
sectors that directly im-
pact the quality of life of
local communities.

He further in-
structed departmental

heads to ensure that lo-
cal requirements and
public interest remain
central to the selection
of development projects.

According to him,
effective planning and
prudent utilization of
available resources are
essential for achieving
sustainable develop-
ment outcomes across
the district.

During the meeting,
participants conducted a
detailed review of pro-
posed projects from vari-
ous sectors under BSDI
Phase III and discussed
recommendations for
their final approval.
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FinMin sees upsides to 2027 economic outlook after
US-Iran deal, but says too early to revise budget

'We do not accept govt's version of events,' says Aleema
after Imran taken to hospital for 5th time for eye ailment

5 suspected terrorists killed
during intelligence-based
operation in Attock: CTD

SC judge advocates stricter
safeguards in drug cases

Pakistan's economy has left the ICU, says Khawaja Asif

NEWS DESK:  The
Counter Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) on Tues-
day said that i t had
killed five alleged terror-
ists during an intelli-
gence-based operation
in the border area of
Mankor, a remote local-
ity in Attock district’s
Jand tehsil.

According to a
CTD spokesperson, se-
curity personnel
launched the operation
after receiving credible
intelligence regarding
the presence and activi-
ties of terrorists alleg-
edly involved in plan-
ning terrorist attacks in
Punjab.As the CTD team
moved in, the suspected

terrorists reportedly
opened fire, triggering
an intense exchange of
gunfire with law enforce-
ment personnel.

The spokesperson
said CTD officers re-
sponded effectively, re-
sulting in the killing of
all five individuals.

A cache of weap-
ons, explosive material
and hand grenades was
recovered from the site
following the operation.
Preliminary investiga-
tions suggest that the
slain individuals were
allegedly linked to plans
for carrying out terrorist
activities in Punjab, the
spokesperson said.

The operation was

NEWS DESK: PTI
founder Imran Khan’s
sister, Aleema Khan,
said on Tuesday that
the government’s ver-
sion of events was un-
acceptable after the
former premier was
taken to the hospital
for the fifth time for
the treatment of his
eye ailment.

In a post on X,
Aleema said, “We
have received reports
that Imran Khan was
again taken to Paki-
stan Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (Pims) in
the early hours of 15
June. We found out
through a tweet by
Barrister Gohar on the
morning of June 15.”

“We reject any
medical report gener-
ated by Pims regard-
ing Imran’s condition.
The same institution
has previously made
questionable claims,
including the assertion
that Imran had recov-
ered 90 per cent of his
eyesight. Imran him-
self rejected these
claims when his law-
yer later met him at
Adiala jail,” she said.

“A fundamental
question remains un-

answered: Why does
Imran require a fifth
injection?” she asked.

“We do not accept
the government’s ver-
sion of events. We de-
mand that Imran be
examined and treated
by independent, quali-
fied specialists at Shifa
International Hospital,
Islamabad. This is an
urgent and immediate

“My sister, Dr
Uzma Khan, has only
been allowed to meet
him a few times, and
her last meeting took
place on December 2,
2025,” she said.

“We reject the
government’s contin-
ued use of isolation
and deprivation as
tools of pressure
against Imran. Today,

both the jail manual
and high court orders,”
she said.

Aleema said that
according to the jail
manual, Imran was
entitled to a weekly
telephone call with his
sons; a weekly meet-
ing with family mem-
bers; a weekly meet-
ing with his legal coun-
sel; access to books

conducted on the basis
of sensitive intelligence
reports concerning their
movements and opera-
tional planning, he
added.

The spokesperson
said authorities had
launched an extensive
search operation in the
border regions of Attock
to locate any remaining
terrorists, facilitators or
accomplices who may
have escaped during the
raid.Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
appreciated the depart-
ment for the successful
operation against Fitna
al Khawarij in Attock, ac-
cording to Radio Paki-
stan.

She went on to say
that court orders stipu-
lated that he be al-
lowed to speak with
his sons on the phone
and that lawyers, fam-
ily members and party
representatives can
meet him on Tuesdays
and Thursdays.

“We demand the
immediate restoration
of all of Imran’s law-
ful rights as a prisoner,
with access to inde-
pendent and profes-
sional medical treat-
ment in the presence
of family as the high-
est and most urgent
priority,” Aleema said.

On Monday,
Imran was brought to
Pims for a follow-up
eye treatment, which
included the adminis-
tration of a fifth anti-
VEGF intravitreal in-
jection to him. Ac-
cording to the hospital,
he was examined by
the ophthalmologists
and was found to be
clinically stable.

Imran last under-
went the anti-VEGF
intravitreal injection
on April 28.

His eye ailment
— right central retinal
vein occlusion

NEWS DESK: Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
said on Tuesday that
Pakistan’s economy had
left the “intensive care
unit”.

He made the re-
marks while speaking in
the National Assembly,
during which he also
talked about insecurity
in Balochistan and
Pakistan’s role in
brokering the agreement
with the United States
and Iran.

“When we [pre-
sented] the first budget,
we were insolvent. There
was always the danger
that we would default to-
day or tomorrow. The
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) bailed us out
with strict conditions,
which we are now bear-
ing but we have become
solvent. Our economy is
breathing; it has left the
ICU,” he said.

“I will not say that
we are reaching the stars
but our trajectory bears
witness that in one or
two years … we will
reach a place where Pa-

kistan achieves a growth
rate of 6-7 per cent,” he
said.

He said that there
were multiple “inbuilt
taxes” in the country,
adding that “we have to
get rid of all these things
to become solvent”. He
said that the tax rate
should be brought to a
level where the entire
country was ready to

pay it instead of becom-
ing prohibitive.

“Why should we
force people to search
for ways to evade taxes?
We should bring taxes to
a level where a condu-
cive environment is cre-
ated, where people pay
taxes and do so with
pride,” he said.

In his remarks, the
defence minister also

addressed the issue of
terrorism in Balochistan,
saying that the situation
had not been created
“yesterday or the day
before” but that lots of
people had contributed
to it.

“I will  not take
names … but i t  is
everyone’s responsibil-
ity,” he said, stressing
that if Balochistan’s

roads were not safe, the
“collective responsibil-
ity” also lay with the
House.

“I can accuse my
brothers on that side of
the aisle about what
happened in their time,
and they can accuse me,
but it goes back to the
50s,” he noted, adding,
“If we want to search for
a solution, we have to
search for i t collec-
tively.”

Talking about
Islamabad’s role in
brokering the agreement
between the US and Iran,
Asif said that the “great-
ness” of Pakistan had
been recognised by the
whole world within one
year, stressing the ef-
forts of the army leader-
ship as well as the prime
minister and the “whole
team” working with them
in this regard.

“I think the whole
nation should be thank-
ful to them, because
they steered us
[through] an issue that
seemed impossible,” he
said.

priority,” she said.
She recalled that

a court order had per-
mitted six family mem-
bers to meet Imran
every Tuesday; how-
ever, she contended
that authorities had
violated the order over
the past eight months.

we expect all six fam-
ily members to be al-
lowed to meet him in
accordance with the
court’s order,” she
said.

“The denial of
Imran’s rights is not
merely a political issue;
it is a clear violation of

and reading material;
access to television
and newspapers; ac-
cess to proper medical
treatment and regular
medical check-ups;
and his immediate
family members being
notified before any
medical procedure.

NEWS DESK: Justice
Malik Sha-hzad Ahmad
Khan of the Sup-reme
Court has expressed
concern over the com-
mon practice of falsely
implicating innocent in-
dividuals — including
opposition politicians
and those having en-
mity with police officials
or influential persons —
in narcotics cases.

In a dissenting note,
the judge emphasised
the need to eliminate, or
at least minimise, the
possibility of falsely im-
plicating innocent
people in cases regis-
tered under the Control
of Narcotic Substances
Act, 1997, by strictly in-
terpreting the provisions
of the law and the rules
framed thereunder.The
14-page dissenting note
was issued in a set of
petitions involving the
common question of the
admissibility of a foren-
sic expert’s report under
Section 36 of the Control
of Narcotic Substances
Act and Rule 6 of the
Control of Narcotic Sub-
stances (Government
Analysts) Rules, 2001.

On May 13, a five-
judge SC bench com-
prising Justices Jamal

Khan Mandokhail ,
Malik Shahzad Ahmad
Khan, Muhammad
Hashim Khan Kakar,
Salahuddin Panhwar and
Ishtiaq Ibrahim ruled by
a four-to-one majority
that the requirement to
mention “full protocols”
under the Control of
Narcotic Substances
Rules was not manda-
tory.

The bench declared
that the requirement to
mention “full protocols”
in reports prepared un-
der the unamended Rule
6 of the Rules, 2001 —
which requires govern-
ment analysts to submit
test results together with
full protocols of the tests
applied — was directory
rather than mandatory.

The majority judge-
ment held that identifi-
cation and mention of
the names of the inter-
nationally recognised
tests described in
clauses (i) to (vii) of Ex-
planation II to amended
Rule 6 amounted to “full
and sufficient compli-
ance” with the rule.In his
dissenting note, how-
ever, Justice Malik
Shahzad recalled that
the Supreme Court had
repeatedly held in vari-

ous judgements that,
since stringent punish-
ments are prescribed for
offences under the 1997
Act, the provisions of
the law and the rules
must be construed
strictly. He noted that
the apex court had also
c o n s i s t e n t l y
emphasised that, in the
interest of justice, all rel-
evant legal provisions
relating to procedure
and the furnishing of ex-
pert reports must be fol-
lowed in letter and spirit.

Justice Shahzad ob-
served that government
analysts’ reports in nar-
cotics cases must con-
tain complete test proto-
cols, and that failure to
include them would in-
validate the evidence.
He stressed that, under
Articles 4 and 10-A of
the Constitution, every
citizen has an inalienable
right to be treated in ac-
cordance with the law
and to receive a fair trial
and due process.

“No action detri-
mental to the life, liberty,
body, reputation or
property of any person
should be taken except
in accordance with law,”
Justice Shahzad wrote,
quoting Article 4.

NEWS DESK: The gov-
ernment could improve
economic projections for
2027 ?after the end of the
Iran war, but it is still too
early to revise the bud-
get, Finance ?Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
told Reuters, hours after
the US and Iran signed a
deal to end the fighting.

Damaged energy
infrastructure meant
supply chains would
take time to return to
normal, after the conflict
pushed inflation back
into double digits,
Aurangzeb said.

"We were looking
at how we manage the
second, third-order ?im-
pact in case this conflict
continues," he said.
"The energy infrastruc-
ture has been hit. And
therefore, it will take time
?before we return to nor-
malcy in terms of supply
chains."

He added, "I do see
upsides in what ?we
have projected for next
year," but cautioned it
would be "way too pre-
mature" to revise the
budget.

Pakistan's FY27
budget, presented in
parliament ?on Friday,
targets growth of 4% and
inflation of 8.2%.

It raised defence
spending 18% to Rs3 tril-
lion ($10.8 billion), while
relying ?on higher tax
revenue to keep a $7-bil-
lion IMF programme on
track.

Commercial borrow-
ing to change creditor
profile

Islamabad may use
commercial borrowing in
fiscal year 2027 to
change its creditor pro-

file without increasing
overall external debt,
Aurangzeb added in
comments on Monday.

"Ideally what we
want to do is to see if
?we can replace some of
the bilateral through
commercial,"

he said. "We do not
intend to increase the
size of our external
?debt."

Pakistan repaid $3.4
billion in bilateral UAE
deposits last month but
has also tapped the emir-
ates' commercial banks
for financing, reflecting
the creditor-profile shift
Aurangzeb ?wants to
?formalise.

It plans further
Panda Bond, Eurobond,
US dollar and first rupee-
linked, dollar-settled is-
sues, though the sizes
have yet to be decided,
he said.

The FY27 budget
envisages $2.82 billion
in commercial  and

eurobond financing,
while Pakistan has ap-
proval for $1 billion
equivalent in Panda
bonds after a $250 mil-
lion debut that was 95%
backed by the ADB and
AIIB.

Former banker has
presented three budgets

A former banker,
Aurangzeb has pre-
sented three ?consecu-
tive budgets, achieving
a rare ?run in Pakistan,
where governments ?of-
ten fail to complete their
terms and finance minis-
ters are frequently re-
placed.

Interest has surged
in Pakistan's burgeoning
defence industry after
last year's conflict with
India, but Aurangzeb
said it was too early to
?project any defence-ex-
port upside.

The government's
immediate focus is on al-
locations, given two
"active" borders,  he

added, as ?the South
Asian ?nation is flanked
by Afghanistan and In-
dia.

Pakistan's defence
manufacturing industry
is running red-hot since
its jets, drones, and mis-
siles earned the coveted
'combat tested' tag in the
India conflict, drawing a
slew of buyers.

Pakistan has moved
to formalise the digital
asset sector this year, for
example by signing
?pacts with Binance
?and World Liberty Fi-
nancial.

Aurangzeb said Pa-
kistan would regulate
crypto, tokenisation and
digital-asset exchanges
?before taxing the sector,
saying revenue gains
would follow once it was
formalised.

"Yes, at some point
we have to bring it into
the taxation timeframe,"
he added. "But ?this was
not the time to do it."

United Kingdom (UK) MP backs Pakistan’s
response to attacks from Afghanistan

NEWS DESK: Pakis-tan
has the right under
inte-rnational law to de-
fend itself against
atta-cks originating from
Afgh-anistan, British
Parlia-mentary Under-
Secretary for the Middle
East, Afghanistan and
Pakistan Hamish Fal-
coner said on Monday,
while stressing the need
for dialogue and re-
gional stability.

Speaking during a
visit to Islamabad to dis-
cuss security concerns
with senior Pakistani of-
ficials, the British official
noted that any country
facing cross-border
threats was entitled to
protect its citizens within
the framework of inter-
national law.

The remarks came
amid rising tensions and
recent incidents of vio-
lence that Pakistani au-
thorities say were linked
to terrorist groups oper-
ating from Afghan terri-
tory.

Talking to Dawn,
the visiting dignitary
expre-ssed condolences
over the recent loss of
life in Pakistan, describ-
ing the security situa-
tion as deeply concern-
ing.

‘Sustainable solu-
tions’

“No one wants to
see civilian casualties
anywhere, whether in
Pakistan or Afghani-
stan,” the official said,
adding that the chal-
lenges faced by
Islamabad were not iso-
lated but had wider re-
gional implications.

Highlighting the
broader context, the of-
ficial said security

threats emanating from
Afghanistan did not re-
main confined within its
borders and could affect
neighbouring countries
and beyond.

This,  he noted,
made it essential for all

stakeholders to work
collectively towards
sustainable solutions.

He said that during
meetings with Pakistan’s
leadership, including
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar, discussions
covered a range of re-
gional and global issues.

These included re-
cent developments sur-
rounding a ceasefire in-
volving Iran, efforts to
ensure stability in the
Strait of Hormuz, and the
importance of maintain-
ing uninterrupted global
trade routes.

The talks also fo-
cused on Afghanistan, a
country the British offi-
cial described as central
to regional peace and se-
curity.

Ackn owl ed gi ng
Pak-istan’s concerns,
the official said British
authorities had been in

close contact with their
Pakistani counterparts
to better understand the
evolving situation.

“It is clear from our
discussions that Paki-
stan believes some of
the threats it faces origi-

nate from across the
border,” the official said.

“That is a serious
concern, and one that
requires careful assess-
ment and cooperation.”

While refraining
from commenting on the
details of private discus-
sions with Dar, Falconer
reiterated that the prior-
ity should be to prevent
further escalation.

‘Diplomatic en-
gagement’

He emphasised the
importance of diplomatic
engagement between
Islamabad and Kabul to
address mutual security
concerns.

“The most effective
way forward is through
dialogue,” the official
said, while recognising
Pakistan’s frustration
over the current state of
bilateral coordination
with Afghanistan.
“There must be a shared

understanding between
both countries to ensure
that their territories are
not used to harm each
other.”

The longstanding
relationship between Pa-
kistan and the United

Kingdom was another
key theme. The official
described ties between
the two countries as
“deep and enduring”,
extending beyond diplo-
macy to strong people-
to-people connections.

“Our relationship is
not just a foreign part-
nership; it is built on
community links that re-
semble a family bond,”
the official said.

On the issue of Af-
ghan refugees in Paki-
stan,  the official
emphasised the impor-
tance of upholding inter-
national legal standards
while acknowledging
the complexities in-
volved. He noted that
the matter remained pri-
marily for Pakistan and
Afghanistan to address
jointly.

The official said the
trip had helped reinforce
cooperation and deepen


