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Pakistan Brokers Historic US-Iran Peace Deal
as Islamabad MoU Comes Into Force

By Qaseem Shah:

Pakistan has secured a land-
mark diplomatic victory after
successfully brokering a his-
toric peace agreement be-
tween the United States and
Iran, with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif announcing
that the Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(Islamabad MoU) has offi-
cially come into force.

The development places
Pakistan at the center of one
of the most significant diplo-
matic breakthroughs in recent
years,
with Islamabad playing the
role of mediator in the US-Iran
peace deal aimed at ending
months of military tensions and
restoring stability across the
Middle East.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifsaid the Islamabad MoU
was electronically signed by
US President Donald Trump
and Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian.

Pakistan also endorsed the
agreement as mediator, under-
scoring its growing diplomatic
influence in regional and glo-
bal affairs.

“The signing of this agree-
ment at the highest level re-
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Prime Minister of Pakistan, Shehbaz Sharif Signing the Memorandum of Understanding]

MOU) Islamabad -- Peace Agreement between Iran and the United States.

flects the of both
countries to a peaceful and dip-
lomatic resolution,” the Prime
Minister said.

Under the first phase of
the agreement, Iran will imme-
diately reopen the Strait of
Hormuz, one of the world’s
most strategic maritime routes,
while the United States will lift
its naval blockade against Iran.

The move is expected to
case geopolitical tensions, sta-
bilize oil markets and improve
global trade flows.

The Pakistan-mediated
US-Iran peace agreement is

being hailed as a major diplo-
matic  achievement for
Islamabad.

Analysts say Pakistan’s
role in facilitating negotiations
has strengthened its interna-
tional standing and demon-
strated its ability to mediate
complex global conflicts.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif praised both Washing-
ton and Tehran for choosing di-
plomacy over confrontation.

He also acknowledged the
contributions of Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Tiirkiye and Egypt in

supporting the peace process.

Highlighting Pakistan’s in-
ternal efforts, the Prime Min-
ister Chief of De-

sanctions on Iran, revive mari-

time trade and pursue negotia-

tions on Iran’s nuclear
under i i

fence Staff and Chief of Army
Staff Field Marshal Asim
Munir for his role in advanc-
ing dialogue and helping cre-
ate conditions conducive to
peace and regional stability.

The agreement lays down
a roadmap for a final peace
scttlement to be negotiated
within 60 days.

Itincludes commitments to
halt military operations, ease

oversight.

In addition, the deal pro-
vides for broader economic
cooperation and reconstruction
initiatives, which could unlock
billions of dollars in investment
and support Iran’s economic
recovery.

Prcsldcm Asif Ali Zardari
welcomed the Islamabad
MoU, calling it a historic mo-
ment for peace and a testament

to Pakistan’s principled and bal-
anced diplomacy.

He said lasting peace can
only be achieved through dia-
logue, mutual respect and co-
operation among nations.

The Pakistan-brokered
US-Iran peace deal is ex-
pected to have far-reaching
implications for regional secu-

ty,
energy markets and inter-
national diplomacy, further ce-
menting Pakistan’s role as a
credible mediator on the glo-
bal stage.

CM Afridi orders
timely completion of
ongoing projects

NEWS DESK:

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi on Wednesday
directed the relevant departments
to ensure timely completion of
ongoing projects to accelerate
economic growth, improve pub-
lic service delivery, and
strengthen governance outcomes
across the province. He issued the
directives while chairing a meet-
ing to assess the utilisation of
development funds and progress
on key development initiatives in
the province, according to a
statement issued here.

The chief minister reiterated
that health and education re-
mained among the provincial
government’s highest develop-
ment priorities, adding that the
upcoming Annual Development
Programme would continue to
place particular emphasis on
these sectors.He underscored
that the provision of quality
healthcare services was a funda-
mental responsibility of the gov-
ernment and emphasised that no
compromise would be made on
improving access to essential
health services for citizens.Mr
Afridi noted that the growing pa-
tient burden on major hospitals
in the provincial capital necessi-
tated enhanced attention, strate-
gic planning, and targeted invest-
ments in the health sector.He
stated that the provincial govern-
ment was pursuing a comprehen-
sive approach to strengthen
healthcare infrastructure and ser-
vice delivery to meet increasing
public demand.Reaffirming the
government’s development
agenda, Mr Afridi stated that
projects of significant public im-
portance, particularly those near-
ing completion, would be
prioritised to ensure that devel-
opment gains were realised and
delivered to communities without
delay.He emphasised the provin-
cial government’s commitment to
ensuring the transparent, effi-
cient, and timely utilisation of de-
velopment resources, saying that
all-out efforts would be made to
extend the benefits of develop-
‘ment investments to every region
and segment of society.

Balochistan Budget 2026-27: Rs1.089 Trillion Outlay
Approved with 7% Salary and Pension Increase

By Ali Hamza:

The Balochistan government
on Thursday presented a
Rs1.089 trillion budget for the
fiscal year 2026-27, announc-
ing a 7 percent increase in
salaries and pensions for pro-
vincial government employees
despite ongoing fiscal con-
straints.

Presenting the budget in
the provincial assembly, Fi-
nance Minister Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani said the govern-
ment had sought to strike a
balance between financial dis-
cipline and public welfare.

He emphasized that the
budget focuses on accelerat-
ing development, improving
public services, and address-
ing socio-economic disparities
across the province.

According to the budget
estimates, Rs797 billion has
been allocated for current ex-
penditures, while Rs206 billion
has been earmarked for the
Provincial Development
Programme (PDP).

The development package
includes Rs106 billion for new
projects and Rs100 billion for
schemes already under imple-
mentation.

ABAHMHHAARD
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File Photo of Mir Shohaib Noshirwani, the Finance Minister of Balochistan.

nomic growlh and improve liv-
ing

The
has prlormzed infrastructure
expansion, employment gen-
eration, and social sector de-
velopment to stimulate eco-

Officials said the budget
has been designed to tackle
long-standing challenges re-
lated to underdevelopment and

unequal access to essential
services in different parts of
Balochistan.

Significant allocations have
also been made for the educa-
tion and health sectors, with a

focus on enhancing service de-
livery and expanding access to
quality facilities.

The government has ad-
ditionally pledged to improve
the supply of clean drinking

water and strengthen basic
civic amenities throughout the
province.

The finance minister ex-
pressed confidence that the
Budget 2026-27 would con-

tribute to sustainable economic
progress and ensure balanced
development across all districts
of Balochistan, paving the way
for greater prosperity and im-
proved public welfare.
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Fiscal Federalism and the Quest for Equity in Pakistan

AGHA SANAULLAH:
Fiscal federalism forms
the bedrock of gover-
nance in any federation,
determining how finan"
cial resources are raised,
shared, and spent to fos-
ter balanced develop-
ment and social equity.
In Pakistan, this relation-
ship is constitutionally
mediated through the
National Finance Com-
mission (NFC) Award, a
mechanism designed to
rectify both vertical im-
balances between the
federal and provincial
governments and hori-
zontal disparities among
the provinces them-
selves.

While the NFC
Award represents a vital
instrument for devolu-
tion and provincial au-
tonomy, a critical exami-
nation reveals_that its
promise of equitable re-
source distribution is
persistently undermined
by deeper, systemic
flaws in the country’s
fiscal governance.

The NFC Award
has, over successive it-
erations, progressively
increased the provincial
share in national rev-
enues, thereby
strenglhemng fiscal de-
centralization.

This shift has the
potential to improve
public service delivery
by bringing resources
closer to the people.

However, the effec-
tiveness of these trans-
fers is contingent upon
a healthy national fiscal
environment—a condi-
tion Pakistan has rarely

.
The nation’s fiscal
narrative is character-
ized by structural weak-
nesses that choke the
system at its source.

A chronically nar-
row tax base, heavy rel
ance on regressive in
rect taxation, and ineffi-
cient revenue mobiliza-
tion by the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)

mean that the total pool
of resources available
for distribution is per-
petually insufficient.

Consequently, even
awell-intentioned NFC
Award framework oper-
ates within a system of
scarcity, limiting its ca-
pacity to achieve genu-
ine equity.

“Hidden Deficits”
and Contingent
Liabilities

Beyond revenue in-
adequacy, the expendi-
ture side of the fiscal

equation presents an
equally formidable chal-
lenge.

A significant por-
tion of the federal bud-
get is consumed by non-
development expendi-
ture, most notably debt
servicing and defense.
This leaves limited fiscal
space for development
spending, which is cru-
cial for long-term eco-
nomic growth and for
addressing regional in-
equalities.

The paper notes

that the fiscal year 2024—
25 saw a nine-year low
in the consolidated bud-
get deficit, partly due to
provincial surpluses.
However, this su-
perficial stability masks
the underlying reality
that the cost of servic-
ing past debt continues
to crowd out invest-
ments in the human and
physical infrastructure
needed to level the play-
ing field among
provinces.A major con-
tribution of the research

is its identification of
“hidden deficits” and
contingent liabilities as
critical yet often over-
looked sources of fiscal
stress. Beyond the con-
ventional budget deficit,
factors such as off-bud-
get expenditures, subsi-
dies to loss-making pub-
lic sector enterprises,
and implicit guarantees
for future
Cycle of Short-
Term Fixes Rather
Than Long-Term
Solutions

obligations create a
precarious financial real-
ity. This lack of transpar-
ency in accounting for
risks—from natural ca-
lamities to the collapse of
state-owned corpora-
tions—exposes the fed-
eration to unpredictable
fiscal shocks.

The failure to con-
solidate and disclose
these contingent liabili-
ties means that the true
scale of fiscal vulnerabil-
ity is rarely debated in
parliament or under-

stood by the public, per-
petuating a cycle of
short-term fixes rather
than long-term solu-
tions.

To break this cycle,
the paper argues for a
fundamental shift from
one-dimensional, crisis-
driven fiscal manage-
ment to a multi-dimen-
sional, institutionally
anchored approach.

It recommends a
suite of reforms that
move beyond the NFC
Award itself  to

strengthen the entire fis-
cal ecosystem.

Key among these
are the establishment of
an Independent Fiscal
Council (IFC) to provide
unbiased analysis of fis-
cal policy and budget
assumptions, thus re-
ducing political discre-
tion and enhancing evi-
dence-based decision-
making.

Funhennore itcalls
for strengthening the
Medium-Term Budget-
ary Framework by link-
ing it to Public Service
Agreements (PSAs) that
tie resource allocation
to measurable out-
comes, ensuring that
provincial transfers un-
der the NFC Award
translate into tangible
improvements in educa-
tion, health, and infra-
structure.

In conclusion, the
National Finance Com-
mission Award is an es-
sential but insufficient
instrument for achieving
fiscal equity in Pakistan.
Its effectiveness is inex-
tricably linked to the
overall health of the
nation’s public finances.

As the research pa-
per demonstrates, per-
sistent issues such as a
narrow tax base, unsus-
tainable debt service,
and opaque contingent
liabilities undermine the
very resources that the
NFC Award is meant to
distribute equitably.

Moving forward,
the focus must broaden
from negotiating provin-
cial shares to implement-
ing deep-rooted institu-
tional reforms.

By enhancing rev-
enue mobilization, ensur-
ing fiscal transparency,
and prudently managing
debt and liabilities, Pa-
kistan can create an en-
vironment where the
NFC Award can fulfill its
constitutional prom-
ise—fostering a resil-
ient, balanced, and truly
equitable federation.

Forced Marriage in Islam: A Clear Violation
of Women’s Rights and Human Dignity

By Musavir
Durrani:
Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make

consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-
valid).

The Qur’an
Clearly Forbids
Forced Marriages.

Allah states in
Surah An-Nisa:

“0O you who be-
lieve, it is not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”

(Qur’an 4:19)

This verse was
revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic  Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid

A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)

complaining that her
father had married her

without her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-
sent is mandatory.

Hadith  Refer-
ences:  Sahih al-
Bukhari, Hadith 5138.

Sahih Muslim, Hadith
1419. These narra-
tions all confirm that
the Prophet (PBUH)
allowed the woman to
annul her forced mar-
riage.

narration
cven states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that fa-

thers have no right to
force their daughters.
Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.
Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
guide, suggest, and
advise,
but they have ab-

solutely no power to
force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
they “know what is
best,” they cannot
override the choice of
their daughter or son.
The final decision al-
ways

belongs to the per-
son getting married.

Statements such
as: “If you don’t marry
this one, who will
marry you?”. “You
have no choice.” “Do
it for
family honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”

These are pure
emotional manipula-
tion, and Islam does

not allow it. Emotional
or Psychological
Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-
riage is not only when
someone is physically
pressured. Even
emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or

threats

is invalid (Batil) in
Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet (PBUH) an-
nulled

marriages done
without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in the ground,

we bury their
dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”

When a girl is
forced into a marriage,
pressured emotionally,
or told she has no
other choice, we de-
stroy her life while she
is still alive. This is the
new form of burying
women alive, and Is-
lam came to end this
injustice completely.

Forced marriage
has no place in Islam.
It is against the
Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
the dignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but never

control or force
mamagc decisions.

“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it
away”
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PDMA Balochistan Conducts Heatwave Awareness

Session, Calls for Stronger Preparedness Measures

QUETTA: The Provincial light, staying hydrated
Disaster Management by drinking sufficient
Authority (PDMA) water, wearing light
Balochistan organized a clothing, and taking
comprehensive aware- special care of children,

DC Sohbatpur Reviews Progress
of BSDI Public Park Project,
Directs Timely Completion

SOHBATPUR: Deputy

erated and instructed
officials to ensure its
timely completion.

with modern recreational
facilities and a safe en-
vironment where fami-

Commissioner
Sohbatpur, Fareeda
icd by

ness_session on the elderl; , and
growing risks posed by people with existing
heatwaves and the pre- health conditions.
ventive measures re- Officials also
quired to protect com- stressed the importance
munities from extreme of community aware-
weather conditions. The ness and preparedness
meeting was chaired by in reducing heat-related
PDMA Director Naveed illnesses and emergen-
Ahmed Sheikh and fo- cies.
cused on strengthening They noted that
preparedness and re- timely dissemination of
sponse mechanisms weather alerts and pub-
across the province. lic safety information
During the session, can significantly help
officials highlighted that

‘which cov- stabil- become more frequent hancing public aware- extreme temperatures.
ers approximately46 per- ity and intense, igns, and en- ingits com-
cent of Pakistan’s total A detailed presen- ing the need for proac- suring better coordina- mitment to public safety,
land area, is increasingly tation revealed that in tive disaster risk manage- tion amongrelevant gov- PDMA Balochistan

vulnerable to the impacts
of climate change. Rising
temperatures and pro-

recent years, tempera-
tures in several districts,
including Sibi, Turbal

ment and climate adap-
tation strategies.

ernment departments
and emergency re-
sponse agencies.

pledged to continue
working closely with all
relevant stakeholders to

PDMA representa-

longed have and es that ef- The  authority address the challenges
become a significant reached between 45°C fective heatwave man- urged citizens to take posed by climate
challenge for the prov- and 51°C, posing seri- agement  requires precautionary measures ~ change and ensure effec-

tive measures are in
place to protect vulner-
able communities from
heatwave-related risks.

ous risks to human
health and livelihoods.
Officials noted that ex-
treme heat events have

ince,

affecting public
health, agriculture, water
resources, and overall

strengthening early
warning systems, im-
proving access to
healthcare services, en-

during periods of ex-
treme heat, including
avoiding unnecessary
exposure to direct sun-

Balochistan BGA Protest for DRA: Crisis Deepens as 49
Employees Shlfted to Quetta District Jail

By News Desk: The
standoff between the
Balochistan govern-
ment and protesting
employees intensified
on Thursday as 49
members  of the
Balochistan Grand Al-
liance (BGA), arrested
during demonstrations
outside the
Balochistan Assembly,
were transferred to
District Jail Quetta.
The employees
were detained a day
earlier during protests
held alongside the pro-
vincial budget session.
The  Balochistan
Grand Alliance had
organized a rally to
press the government
to accept its demands,
luding the 1mp]e-
mentation of the Dis-
parity Reduction Al-
lowance (DRA) and
other service-related
benefits for govern-
ment employees.
According to re-
ports, protesters at-
tempted to march to-

ward the Balochistan
Asscmbly and stage a
outside
the assembly pre-
mises. Police moved
tostop the rally, result-
ing in a tense confron-
tation between law
enforcement person-
nel and the protesters.
Authorities used

as to disperse

the crowd, while doz-
ens of employees
were taken into cus-
tody during the opera-
tion. Of those detained,
49 workers have now
been shifted to District
Jail Quetta.

The arrests have
sparked strong reac-
tions among govern-
ment_employees and

labor representatives,
who have termed the
police action excessive
and demanded the im-
mediate release of all
detained workers. The
Grand Alliance has re-
iterated its commit-
ment to continue its
protest movement un-
til its demands are
addressed.The ongo-

ing dispute has
emerged as a major
challenge for the pro-
vincial administration,
particularly at a time
when the Balochistan
government is focus-
ing on the implemen-
tation of the newly an-
nounced budget for
the fiscal year 2026-
27.

tear

Nasirabad Traders Meet Deputy Commissioner to Discuss
Security, Water Supply, and Business Challenges

NASIRABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Virender
Lal held a meeting with
arepresentative delega-

to fully cooperate with
the administration and
law enforcement agen-
cies during the imple-
mentation of the secu-

rity plan.

Virender Lal clari-
dent Taj Baloch to dis- fied that, under the
cuss key issues affect- Muharram security strat-

ing the business com-
munityand the district at
large.

egy, shops located along
procession routes and
other sensitive loca-
tions may be temporarily
sealed on designated

The delegation in-
cluded General Secre-

tary Liaquat Ali Chakhra, days. He explained that
Daso Mal, Haji Abdul the measure is solely in-
Nabi Mughairi, tended to maintain law
Ghansham Das, Mir Jan and order and prevent
Mengal, Ali Muhammad ‘mitted to resolving trad- tration in maintaining any untoward incidents
Bohar, Haji Qadeer activities, and other ers’ concernsand provid- public welfare and en-  during the observance of
Qureshi, Lal Bakhsh problems being faced by ~ing everypossible facil- suring peace and stabil- the sacred month.
Mughairi, Harpal Das, traders across the dis- ity to support commer- ity. The Deputy Com- The traders appre-
0sa, Sabir tri Speaking on the cial activities. missioner informed the ciated the efforts of the
Ali Solangi, Zahoor We are making ev- delegation that extraor- district administration

Ahmed Umrani, and sev-
eral other prominent trad-
ers. During the meeting,
the delegation briefed
the Deputy Commis-
sioner on a range of con-
cerns, including the law
and order situation, wa-
ter supply issues, chal-
lenges related to flour

Deputy Commissioner Kech Directs Traders to Shift to
New Josak Vegetable Market Within 10 Days

TURBAT: Deputy Com- Rehan Dashti, Market
missioner Kech Yasir Committee Secretary
Igbal Dashti chaired a Mahboob Ali, and
meeting with the Deputy Director Agri-
Anjuman-e-Tajiran Kech ~culture Riaz X
(Traders Association) to Addressing  the
discuss the relocation of participants, Deputy
wholesale vegetable Commissioner Yasir
traders to the newly con-  Igbal Dashti stated that
structed vegetable mar-  the new vegetable mar-
ket in Josak and address ket at Josak has been
key urban management fully completed and is
issues affecting Turbat ~ready for operation.
city. The meeting was at- He directed the
tended by all office bear- Traders Association to
ers of the Traders Asso- conduct a detailed as-
ciation, along with As- sessment of the facility
sistant Commissioner and ensure the reloca-
under training Nauman  tion of all wholesale veg-
unir, Municipal Cor- etable traders within the
poration Turbat Chief next ten days.
Officer Shoaib Nasir, He explained that
PDMA Makran Division  the existing vegetable
Deputy Director Malik market in the city con-

ery effort to address the
issues faced by the busi-
ness community and en-
sure that their legitimate
concerns are resolved on
apriority basis,” he said.

He also emphasized
the importance of coop-
eration between traders
and the district adminis-

dinary security arrange-
ments are being final-
ized across the district
for the holy month.
of Muharram-ul-
Haram to ensure the
safety of mourners, reli-
gious processions, and
articipants in gather-
ings. He urged traders

and assured the Deputy
Commissioner of their
full cooperation. They
also reaffirmed their
commitment to working
jointly with the adminis-
tration in the broader
public interest and for
the maintenance of
peace.

acknowledged the vital
role of the business

community in the
country's economy, de-
seribing traders as the
backbone of economic
growth and stability.

He said the district
administration is com-

sists of only 40 shops,
while the newly devel-
oped market includes
more than 60 compleled
shops, with an a
tional 20 shops cur-
rently under construc-
tion.” Spread over 12
acres, the new market
offers modern infrastruc-
ture and essential facili-
ties for traders, trans-
porters, and customers.

The Deputy Com-
missioner noted that the
current vegetable market
located in the city cen-
ter has become a source
of traffic congestion, en-
vironmental pollution,
and sanitation chal-
lenges.

In contrast, the new
Josak market has been

equipped with a proper
sewerage system, clean
drinking water facilities,
a mosque, and other
amenities designed to
provide a healthier and
more organized business
environment. During the
meeting, Chief Officer
Shoaib Nasir informed
participants that the ad-
ministration had issued
public notices regarding
the relocation process
nearly a year ago and
had repeatedly advised
traders to shift opera-
tions. However, delays
caused by certain stake-
holders have slowed
progress. Yasir Iqbal
Dashti emphasized that
the movement of heavy
trucks and cargo ve-

hicles into the city s dis-
rupting traffic flow and
creating difficulties for
residents. He assured
traders that any legiti-
‘mate concerns regarding
the relocation would be
addressed on a priority
basis. The meeting also
focused on parking man-
agement across Turbat.
The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed the Mu-
nicipal Corporation to
designate specific park-
ing areas for shopkeep-
ers and instructed au-
thorities to prevent the
random parking of ve-
hicles and motorcycles
in front of shops to en-
sure smooth traffic
movement in commercial

minimize the impact of ||

Tareen, v
relevant officials, con-
ducted a detailed inspec-
tion of the under-con-
struction public park be-
ing developed under the
Balochistan Spec)al De-

She reiterated the
district administration
commitment to improv-
ing public amenities and
enhancing the quality of
life for residents through
sustainable develop-

lies, particularly chil-
dren, can spend their lei-
sure time comfortably
and enjoy outdoor ac-
tivities.

She emphasized
that the project must be

ment initiatives.

The BSDI public
park project is expected
to become a significant
recreational attraction in
Sohbatpur, _offering
modern facilities and
contributing to commu-
nity well-being and ur-
ban development.

Sohbatpur Public

" :
velopment Initiative completed within the
stipulated timeframe and
that all construction ac-
tivities should be carried
out with complete trans-
parency and in accor-
dance with the highest
quality standards.

She further directed
the concerned authori-
ties to ensure that the
park's facilities meet Park, BSDI Project,
‘modern requirements so  Fareeda Tareen, Deputy
that the maximumnum- Commissioner
ber of residents can Sohbatpur, Balochistan
benefit from the project. Development Projects.

The Deputy Com- Public Recreation Facili-
missioner warned that ties, Urban Develop-
any negligence or delay ment in Balochistan,
in the execution of the BSDI Public Park Co
project would not be fol- _struction.

DIG Loralai Reviews Muharram
Security Arrangements,
Visits Imambargah to
Ensure Peaceful Observance

eputy In-  mony, and coordination deployment of walk-
spector General of Police  between law enforce- through gates, use of
(DIG) Junaid Ahmed ment agencies and com- metal detectors, en-
Sheikh visited an munity stakeholders. hanced mobile patrol-
Imambargah in Loralai to Also presenton the - ling, and the strengthen-
review security prepara-  occasion was Dr. Fahad  ing of specialized mor
tions for Muharram-ul-  Ahmed, who provideda toring systems to pre-
Haram and assess mea-  comprehensive bricfing vent  any  security
sures aimed at ensuring on the security mea- threats. Addressing the
the peaceful and secure sures being imple- participants, DIG Junaid
conduct of religious mented throughout the Ahmed Sheikh emphakle
gatherings and proces- district for Muharram-ul-  stated that all available
sions across the region. Haram. Officials in- resources would be uti-
During the visit, the  formed the DIG that all  lized to provide a secure
DIG met with members  sensitive and highly environment for reli-
of the Imambargah Com-  sensitive locations had gious observances and
mittee, religious schol- been identified and community gatherings.
p it

During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner
thoroughly examined
various sections of the

park and reviewed the
quallly,

pace, and overall
planning of the ongoing
construction work. Offi-
cials briefed her on the
project's progress and
key development com-
ponents.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, DC Fareeda
Tareen stated that the
project has een
launched by the govern-
ment to provide citizens

LORALAI

lighted that extensive The DIG appreci-
security measures are ated the cooperation of
being put in place, in- the Imambargah Com-
cluding the installation mittee and stressed that
and activation of CCTV  effective coordination
surveillance cameras, between the district.

ars, and organizers to
discuss the overall law
and order situation, se-
curity arrangements for
Majalis and proces-
sions, interfaith har-
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£190m corruption case: IHC orders Imran,
Bushra's meeting with legal counsel within 7 days

NEWS DESK: The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday di-
rected the advocate gen-
eral Islamabad to arrange
a meeting between
former prime minister
Tmran Khan, his spouse
Bushra Bibi and their le-
gal counsel within seven
days to facilitate the fil-
ing and prosecution of
appeals against their
conviction in the £190
‘million reference.

A division bench
comprising THC Chief
Justice Sardar
Muhammad Sarfraz
Dogar and Justice
Muhammad Asif re-
sumed hearing appeals
challenging the convic-
tion awarded by an ac-
countability court in the
high-profile National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) reference.

During the proceed-
ings, Imran’s counsel
Barrister Salman Safdar
informed the court that
despite repeated efforts
he had been unable to
meet his client, who re-
mains incarcerated at
Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail.
Ceonsequently, he could
neither obtain instruc-
tions nor secure a
signed vakalatnama
(power of attorney) for
the appeals.

The counsel sub-
mitted that jail authori-
ties had consistently de-
nied him access to the
former prime minister. He
pointed out that NAB
had recently filed an ap-
plication contending
that the petitions seek-
ing suspension of sen-
tence had become
infructuous or were no

us o 5

the main appeals against
the conviction had been
fixed for hearing.

Safdar argued that
without instructions
from his client, he was
unable to effectively
pursue the matter before

qulred for court proceed-

Dunng the hearing,
Safdar suggested that
the prosecution had al-
ready changed its legal
representatives,
whereas he remained
the court. unable to obtain fresh
Referring to a re-  instructions from his cli-
cent Supreme Court ent.

judgment, he maintained

that the apex court had
granted reliefin a similar
post-conviction case
and that both Imran and
Bushra were entitled to
seek comparable relief.

The counsel further
informed the bench that
his last meeting with
Bushra had taken place
in December last year
and that all subsequent
access requests had
been declined by prison
authorities.

CJ Dogar ques-
tioned the absence of
the advocate general,
observing that the law
officer was responsible
for ensuring that legal
counsel were granted
access to incarcerated

“I have no instruc-
tions from Imran. He has
the right to change his
lawyer if he so desires,”
the counsel submitted.

called that the court had
previously intervened to
facilitate a meeting be-
tween the PTI founder
and his lawyers, which
had subsequently taken
place.

Addressing  the
counsel, CJ Dogar asked
whether he possessed a
dulysigned vakalathama
(power of attorney)
authorising him to pur-
sue the appeals.

Safdar replied that
he did not have one and
clarified that he had
been engaged only in

The chiefjustice re-

pension of the sentence
petitions.

“The jail authorities
have denied me access
ina manner that appears
aimed at rendering these
proceedmg; time-
barred,” he contended.

Expressing concern
over the situation, CJ
Dogar remarked that de-
nial of access to legal
counsel was unfortu-
nate and could impede
the administration of
justice.

The bench subse-
quently directed the ad-
vocate general
Islamabad to ensure
Imran and Bushra’s
meetings with their
counsel within seven
days so that legal for-
malities, including ex-
ecution of the
vakalatnama (power of
attorney) and obtaining
instructions, could be
completed.

The court deferred
further proceedings un-
til after the meetings
take place and the nec-

essary authorisation

longer clients re- with the sus-

are signed.

LHC bars Punjab govt from further action
against Ewing Hall after takeover controversy

NEWS DESK: The
Lahore High Court on
Thursday restrained
the Punjab govern-
ment from taking fur-
ther action regarding
11.5 kanal Ewing Hall
belonging to Forman
Christian College Uni-
versity (FCCU).

Earlier this month,
activists and alumni
raised concerns over
the government’s al-
leged repossession of
Ewing Hall, arguing
that the move could
jeopardise an impor-
tant part of the
college’s historical
legacy. The Punjab
government, however,
has maintained that the
lease had expired
years ago and that sub-
stantial dues remained
unpaid.

On Thursday, Jus-
tice Ahmad Nadeem
Arshad issued the or-
der reserved the other
day on a petition filed
by the FCCU regis-
trar.

A counsel for the
petitioner argued that
the Punjab govern-
ment had forcibly
taken possession of
the land on June 11 and
that the Board of
Revenue’s  (BoR)
move to cancel the
lease was illegal.

The counsel in-
formed the court that
the land of Ewing Hall,
situated at Neela
Gumbad, New
Anarkali, had been
leased to the college in

1915 and the lease pe-
riod was extended in
2018 until 2048.

He asked the
court to restore pos-
session of the land and
restrain the govern-

ing used for commer-
cial activities. He
asked the court to dis-
miss the petition.
During the hear-
ing, Justice Arshad
observed that if the

ment from taking any
further action until a
final decision on the
matter.

Opposing the pe-
tition, an additional ad-
vocate general of
Punjab raised objec-
tions to its maintain-
ability and argued that
the petitioner had not
deposited lease pay-
ments since 1975,
which amounted to a
violation of the agree-
ment.

The law officer
further contended that
the land had been ac-
quired for educational
purposes but was be-

to recover lease rent
from the college ad-
ministration, it should
have issued a proper
notice before initiating
any action.

After hearing ar-
guments from both
sides, the judge sus-
pended the operation
of the BoR decision
regarding the cancel-
lation of the lease.

The judge sought
a detailed report from
the Punjab govern-
ment and restrained it
from proceeding fur-
ther in the matter till
the next hearing.

government intended

In an carlier state-
ment, FCC Rector Dr
Jonathan Addleton
said the university of-
ficials were informed
by telephone on June
10 that the building

would be taken over
the following day.
The next day, the
university was alleg-
edly given 24 hours to
remove generators,
furniture and historical
artefacts from the pre-
mises.

Days later, the
Lahore Heritage Ar-
eas Revival Board
(LHAR) denied re-
ports that Ewing Hall
would be demolished
following
government’s take-
over of the property,
saying the structure
would be preserved
and restored.

Balochistan: Noshki Police Officer
Martyred in Targeted Gun Attack,
Hunt forAssai%ants Intensifies

By Web Desk:A police  Team (¢ he officer  dentified attackers, and
officer was martyred in sustained fatal injuries a comprehensive inves-
atargeted gun attack by and was martyredonthe tigation has been
unidentified armed men  spot. launched.
in Balochistan’s Noshki The assailants fled Security forces
district on Thursday, the scene immediately have also intensified
promptingauthorities to  after the attack, while search operations in and
launch a search opera- police and security per- around the area to trace
tion to apprehend the at-  sonnel rushed to the  those responsible for the
tackers. area and shifted the killing.

Accordingto police body to a hospital. The latest attack

officials, the incident After completingle- ~ highlights the persistent
took place at Ahmed Wal gal and medico-legal security challenges in
Chowk, where unknown procedures, parts of Balochistan,
gunmen opened indis- the body was where law enforcement
criminate fire on Mama handed over to the fam-  personnel continue to
Afzal Muhammad Hasni, - ily for burial. face threats from armed

A case has been
registered against uni-

militants and criminal
groups.

a constable serving in
the Crime Detection

Pakistan reaffirms support for electric vehicle

manufacturing, localisation plans

NEWS DESK: Finance
Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Thurs-
day met a delegation
from BYD Group and
Mega Motor Company
(MMC) and reaffirmed
the government's sup-
port Tor electric vehicle
manufacturing  and
localisation in the coun-
try, the finance ministry
wrote on X.

The ministry said
that the delegation was
led by Mr. Liu Xueliang
of BYD Group and Gen-
eral Manager, BYD Asia
Pacific Auto Sales Divi-
sion, and Mr. Aly Khan,
Chief Executive Oﬂ'lcer
Mega Motor Company
(Private) Limited.

According to a
statement posted by the
Ministry of Finance on
X, Aurangzeb welcomed
the delegation and "ap-
preciated BYD's grow-
ing footprint in Paki-
stan, underscoring the
importance of strength-
ening business-to-busi-

opment, technology
transfer, job creation
and expori growth".
"Liu briefed the
‘minister on BYD's opera-
tions and plans in Paki-
stan, highlighting
progress in introducing
new energy vehicle tech-
nologies to the local
market in pannershxp
with MMC," it added.
He appreciated the
Government of
Pakistan’s support for

advanced charging tech-  global expansion plans
nologies and contribute and reiterated the joint
to Pakistan's EV ecosys-  venture's commitment to
tem through investment, long-term investment in
technology transfer and the country. He also
capacity building, the briefed the meeting on
statement added. progress of the manu-

The delegation facturing project and
said, "Pakistan had outlined a phased
growing potential as a localisation roadmap
market for new energy aimed at increasing local
vehicles and outlined a content through en-
long-term vision of po- gagement with domestic
sitioning the country as vendors and suppliers,
a regional hub for EV  the ministry added.

the of the and ex- Aurangzeb

ness asa
key pillar of the evolv-
ing Pakistan-China eco-
nomic partnership".

He said, "Pakistan
attached high priority to

elecmcvehxcle(EV)sec» ports". It also high- globallrend;pomtedlo-
tor and informed the lighted plansto develop wards an accelerating
meeting that construc- charging infrastructure ~ transition to electric mo-
tion of the company’s with local partners and  bility and reiterated the
local manufacturing fa- train Pakistani engineers = government's commit-

attracting
driven i and

cility was progressing 0 sup- ment to facilitating in-

Pakistan assails 17 Indian
water projects, calls them
‘tools for hydro-hegemony’

NEWS DESK: Deputy “Intotal, at least 17
Prime Minister and For- such projects that will
eign Minister Ishaq Dar drastically alter the river
warned on Thursday of system as a whole,
“at least 17” projects by giving India the
India designed to dras- tools for hydro-hege-
tically alter the Indus monylhal it so desire
river system and lend it he said.“River systems
“tools for hydro-hege- are not merely water-
” ways — they are life-
lines. They carry pro-
found historical signifi-
cance and serve as im-
mediate sources of sus-
tenance and survival,”
the deputy prime minis-
ter noted.

“The stated policy
of our eastern neighbour
to intentionally deprive
240 million people of
their rightful access to
water represents a catas-
trophe in the making of
unparalleled magni-
tude.”

Dar stressed that
water must never be
viewed as an instrument
of coercion, as it was “a
shared resource, a com-
mon responsibility and
ultimately a prerequisite
for human dignity and
sustainable develop-
ment”.

Pakistan had previously
voiced concerns over
“certain actions by In-
dia” under the treaty.

“Consistent with
the treaty’s provisions,
we sought settlement
through international
mechanisms and re-
spected decisions that
even fell short of our ex-
pectations,” he said. “At
no stage was the out-
right unilateral abroga-
tion of the treaty consid-
ered a viable course of
action by the other
side.”

“It is important to
underscore that our con-
cerns are not merely
based on Indian state-
ments,” the deputy
prime minister stressed,
stating that India had
“followed up its bellig-
erent statements with il-
legal actions™.

These included
projects to create reser-
Voirs, expansion of exist-
mg structures and,
“most alarmingly”, di-
version projects on the
Indus, Chenab and Ravi
rivers.

The deputy prime
minister, in a recorded
keynote address at a
seminar on trans-bound-
ary water resources,
said that responsible
states act

“within established
legal frameworks” rather
than abandoning them
— referring to the Indus
Waters Treaty (IWT)
between Pakistan and
India that has been uni-
laterally suspended by
India since May of last
year“The treaty envis-
ages the peaceful reso-
lution of disputes within
its own framework,” he
said, highlighting that it
survived “three major
conflicts and several
other challenges” over
the decades.

He also noted that

expressed confidence
that the BYD-MMC joint
venture would contrib-
ute to industrial devel-

rding to schedule port future growthin the vestments that support
andoutlined planstoex-  sector. Aly Khan told technological advance-
pand its product portfo- the minister that Paki- ment, stainable
0, accelerate stan occupied a strate- industrialisation and en-
locnheanon introduce gic position in BYD's ergy efficiency. He said

Pakistan's improving
macroeconomic funda-
mentals and stronger ex-
ternal sector position
had created a conducive
environment for produc-
tive investment and in-
dustrial expansion.

The finance minis-
ter encouraged the del-
egation to accelerate ef-
forts towards local as-
sembly, manufacturing
and charging infrastruc-
ture development, noting
that a robust charging
network would be criti-
cal to speeding up adop-
tion of electric vehicles
across the country.

He also highlighted
the contribution of Chi-
nese enterprises to
Pakistan's industrial de-
velopment and ex-
pressed confidence that
the BYD-MMC partner-
ship would further
deepen economic coop-
eration between Paki-
stan and China.

The meeting also
included discussions on
the future role of electric
vehicles and plug-in hy-
brid electric vehicles
(PHEVS) in Pakistan.

The BYD delega-
tion shared international
experience on the evolu-
tion of EV markets and
highlighted the comple-
mentary role of PHEVs
during the transition
phase.

Muharram gatherings, processions to be digitally
monitored through drones in Islamabad

NEWS DESK:
Muharram processions
and gatherings will be
monitored digitally
through drones while
geo-tagging of all
imambargahs, majalis
venues and procession
routes has been com-
pleted, according to an
interior ministry state-
ment detailing security
arrangements for
Islamal

The statement was
issued after Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
chaired a meeting to re-
view security arrange-
ments for Muharram in
the federal capital.

The statement said
a special mobile applica-
tion, ehfooz
Muharram’, had also
been launched, using
which citizens could re-
port any suspicious ac-
tivity or individual or in-
adequate security ar-
rangements. It will also

have live location shar-
ing and image sharing

He directed relevant
authorities to maintain
“close coordination™
with religious scholars
to ensure law and order.

“The code of conduct
must be strictly en-

be maintained for the
protection of Muharram
gatherings and proces-
sions and a comprehen-
sive traffic plan be imple-
mented.

“Naqvi ordered

features.
It added that a cen-

tral control room had
en established at Safe
ity as part of security
arrangements, and a
“four-tier security cor-

ments for food and
drinking water for per-
sonnel deployed for se-
curity be ensured.
During the meeting,
Islamabad’s chief com-
missioner and the

don” would be imple- strict checking at the forced. A

Islamabad

mented to ensure the
protection of Muharram
processions and gather-
in;

entry and exit points of
all processions and reli-
gious gatherings,” the
statement said, adding
that he also instructed
all relevant officers to
remain in the field.

policy should be
adopted against p
vocative material,” the
statement quoted him as
saying.

Moreover, he in-
structed that arrange-

The statement said
Nagqvi directed that a
four-tier security cordon

general of police gave
the interior minister a
detailed briefing on the
security arrangements,
the statement said.

They informed the
meeting that the security
audit of all religious
gatherings and proces-
sions had been com-
pleted, Aman and
Nigehban committees
had been activated, and
the Islamabad adminis-
tration was in contact
with religious scholars,
as well as the organisers
of Muharram gatherings
and processions, the
statement said.

It added that the
meeting was also at-
tended by all deputy in-
spector-generals of po-




