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Balochistan Government to Send Dr. Mah
Noor Nasar Abroad for Treatment

Syed Ali Shal

Quetta: The Government of
Balochistan has approved
sending Dr. Mah Noor Nasser,
a young doctor who survived
a severe acid attack, to the
United States for further spe-
cialized medical treatment and
recovery care.

The decision was made on
the direction of Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
with officials stating that the
priority is to ensure the best
possible medical support for
her long-term recovery and
rehabilitation.

According to the Chief
Minister’s Secretariat, a for-
mal letter has already been is-
sued to the relevant depart-
ments to begin arrangements
for her treatment abroad.

This step marks the start
of the official process for her
transfer to the United States.

At present, Dr. Mah Noor
Nasar is under treatment at the
Aga Khan University Hospi-
tal in Karachi, where she has
been receiving continuous
medical care.

Doctors expect her treat-
ment at the hospital to continue
for about another week, de-
pending on her condition and
recovery progress.

Officials confirmed that
once the initial phase of treat-
ment in Karachi is completed,
she will be shifted abroad for
more advanced care, including
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cedures and long-term burn
management.

Adviser to the Chief Min-
ister, Shahid Rind, said the pro-
vincial government is commit-

facility and support, ensuring
that no resource is left unused
in her treatment.

The government reiterated
that it remains fully focused on

her recovery and is working
closely with medical experts to
arrange the most suitable
treatment plan abroad.

This decision highlights the
broader need for advanced

burn care and reconstructive
surgery facilities for acid at-
tack victims in Pakistan, espe-
cially in severe cases requir-
ing international-level medical
intervention.

Finmin to discuss
extension of Fata
tax exemptions
with IMF, says
Sanaullah after
PTI-govt meeting

‘WS DESK:

The government on Friday as-
sured the PTI that it would dis-
cuss with the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) the extension
of tax exemptions for the merged
districts of the erstwhile Fata and
Pata regions, according to federal
‘minister Rana Sanaullah.

Sanaullah, who also serves
as the prime minister’s adviser on
political affairs, made the remarks
after key leaders from the govern-
ment and the PTI met at Parlia-
‘ment House.

“The finance minister has
promised [the opposition] that he
will seek to extend these exemp-
tions after speaking with the IMF,
and God-willing, will make efforts
for it,” Sanaullah told reporters
after the meeting.

The meeting was held in the
chamber of Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb. Minister

tended from the government side,
while Asad Qaiser, Junaid Akbar
and PTIMNASs from the erstwhile

tion had raised concerns
Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanfm
the National Assembly earlier in
the day over the expiry of tax ex-
emptions for the erstwhile Fata
and Pata regions on June

He said that the premier sub-
sequently directed him,
Aurangzeb and Amir Mugam to
meet the opposition. The PML-N
leader noted that Mugam had al-
ready been making efforts on the
‘matter.

NA lauds Pakistan’s mediation in US-Iran peace agreement

NEWS DESK:

‘The National Assembly on Friday
unanimously passed a resolution
recognising Pakistan's efforts in
facilitating a peace agreement
between the United States and
Iran, saying the country's role
had established it as a trusted
and neutral mediator on the glo-
bal stage.

The National Assembly
(NA) session began under the
chairmanship of Speaker Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq. Upon arriving in the
House, the prime minister was
welcomed by desk-thumping from
lawmakers

The resolution, moved by
Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar,
acknowledged what it described
as Pakistan's sincere and tireless
diplomatic efforts that led to the
US-Iran peace agreement.

The House appreciated the
role played by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Deputy Prime
Muinister Ishaq Dar, Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi, Field Mar-
shal Syed Asim Munir and the
entire team involved in the nego-
tiations.

The resolution said the Na-
tional Assembly noted "with im-
mense satisfaction and pride" the
diplomatic breakthrough that
sulted in the cessation of hostili-
ties and the signing of an agree-
ment aimed at promoting peace
and stability between the United
States and Iran.

The House also congratu-
lated the leadership of Iran and
the United States on signing what
it described as a historic peace
agreement.

Pakistan, Iran to enter new
era after MoU: PM Shehbaz

Earlier, addressing the parlia-
ment, PM Shehbaz expressed
confidence that Pakistan and Iran
would enter anew era of prosper-
ity,

economic cooperation and
stronger bilateral relations follow-
ing the signing of the Islamabad
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between Iran and the
United States.

The premier said Pakistan
had carned global recognition for

its role in facilitating the peace
agreement, calling it a moment of
pride for the nation.

“Pakistan is being acknowl-
edged around the world for help-
ing bring about this peace deal,”
the prime minister said, adding
that the achievement reflected the
country’s growing diplomatic
stature.

The prime minister said Paki-
stan had earned international rec-

gnition and urged lawmakers
across party lines to support a
unanimous resolution.

"If this House passes a
lution on this

Army Staff Field Marshal Asim
Munir had played the most cru-
cial role in securing a global peace
agreement and had worked tire-
lessly over the past two to three
months.

He also credited Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar and Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi for their con-
tributions, saying there had been
several moments when negotia-
tions appeared close to collapse.

The prime minister congratu-
lated opposition lawmakers as
well as PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, President Asif Ali

matter, it will send a message of
unity to the world," he said, add-
ing that political differences
should not stand in the way of
national interest:

id Chief of
Defence Forces and Chief of the

Zardari and former prime minister
Nawaz Shari

PM Shehbaz told parliament
that Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian had telephoned him

on Thursday evening to thank
Pakistan and had specifically ac-

knowledged Field Marshal
Munir's role.

Pakistan and that the invitation
had been accepted.

He added that the Iranian
president had invited Pakistan to
attend the funeral of Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei and that a
Pakistani delegation would par-
ticipate.

PM Shehbaz further told the
NA that a significant reduction in
fuel prices would be announced
later in the day, adding that oil
prices had declined following a
ceasefire and expressed hope
they would fall further.

"Today, God willing, a sig-
nificant reduclmn will be an-
nounced," he said, referring to
fuel prices due to be revised on
Friday.

The premier thanked provin-
cial governments, Petroleum Min-
ister Ali Pervaiz Malik, petroleum
officials and Finance Minister

makers had taken part in the de-
bate. While nine hours had been
allocated to the opposition, its
members had spoken for 14 hours
and four minutes, exceeding their
allotted time by five hours, three
minutes and 28 seconds.

The speaker said opposition
claims that they were not allowed
to speak were contradicted by re-
peated invitations extended to
‘members to participate in the de-
bate.

He added that Thursday's
sitting had deliberately been éx-
tended by halfan hour to accom-
modate additional speeches and
that government members had
also been invited to speak, but
none had done so during the
evening session.

Ayaz Sadiq announced that
Friday's sitting would be ad-
journed until Saturday before
Juma prayers.

Speaking during the debate,
PPP lawmaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf
said an Iran-US agreement had
demonstrated Pakistan's desire
for global peace and claimed Pa-
kistan had helped avert a third
world war.

He congratulated Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif and Field
Marshal Asim Munir and called
for government employees' sala-
ries tobe increased by 10 per cent,
arguing that the proposed seven
per cent raise was insufficient.

‘Ashraf said political stability,
improved law and order, poverty
reduction and consensus-based

for help-
ing manage the economy during
difficult circumstances.

He said government efforts
had prevented shortages and
queues at petrol stations, con-
tmung the situation with Sri

Lank:

PM Shehbaz later walked to
the seats of Opposition Leader
Mahmood Khan Achakzai and
PTIChairman Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan to shake hands with them.

Speaker Ayaz Sadiq pro-
vided dclal]s of particip:
the budget debate,
ernment members still had two-
and-a-halfhours of speaking time
remaining.

He said 66 opposition law-

were essential for
economic growth and foreign in-
vestment.

He also addressed the situa-
tion in Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK), saying he had served on a
government negotiating team that
accepted 80 per cent of protest-
ers' demands, while the issue of
refugee seats remained unre-
solved.

According to Ashraf, elec-
tricity tariffs were reduced to Rs3
per unit and flour subsidies were
granted as part of the negotia-
tions.

He called for the formation of
another negotiating committee
and urged both protesters and
authorities to pursue dialogue.
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Amber Munir
Malnutrition in
. Balochistan shared in
Call for Pink Bus Quetta Noice - on
Wednesday. April 14,
2021 page#04. The article

Expansion of Pink Bus i i

sential nutrients in_hu-
S : : tt man resource develop-
ervice i uetta ment along with a brief
introduction of malnutri-
tion, characterization of
malnutrition, procedure
of taking measurements
of SAM and MAM
cases, medical complica-
tions, community-based
management of acute
malnutrition (CMAM),
infant and young child
feeding (IYCF), efc.
Background: Sur-
veys regarding Nutrition
National Nutrition
Survey (2001-2002): The
National Nutrition Sur-
vey conducted in 2001-
2002 assessed the nutri-
tional levels and health
status of mothers and
children in Pakistan.
Data was collected
through a questionnaire
consisting of four mod-
ules including a house-
hold questionnaire, bio-
chemical and clinical

Editorial: pand this service to a supportive environ- | questionnaires, anda di- is the largest national
The  Balochistan include at least a ment where women | etary form. Additional nutrition survey carried
government’s recent dozen pink buses. can travel freely. biochemical samples in-  out in Pakistan. It is de-
approval of the Pink A more extensive The Pink Bus Ser- | cluding serum retinol, signed to provide
Bus Service in Quetta fleet would signifi- vice represents more | serum ferritin, and zinc, - policymakers, program
is a landmark step to- cantly enhance than just transporta- | Were collected from managers, and academi-

mothers and children un-  cians a unique set of nu-
er-5. Urine samples trition-related data in-
were collected from cluding environmental,
mothers and children anthropometric, and bio-

ward providing women’s mobility, tion;it’s an investment
women with safe, re- providing not only a in women’s empower-
liable, and dignified safe travel option but ment and indepen-

public transportation.  also empowermg ac- dence. ngee 6 12 years for io- chemical indicato

Led by ChiefMin-  cess to m- By i ing the | ding The sur- National Nutrition
ister Mir Sarfaraz ployment, and fleet, Balochistan can »ey ;ampled 10,656 Survey (2019): The aim
Bugti and executed by healthcare facilities.  set a strong precedent | households from 700 pri- of NNS2018-19istoun-
Dr. Faisal Ahmed Female commut- for gender-responsive | mary sampling units. dertake a field survey
Khan, Chiefof Public- ers often encounter policies that promote National Nutrition and generate district-

Private Partnership, issues like over- equal access to public | Survey (2011):The NNS - specific nutrition infor-

is initiati c i SS- S 2011 covered all prov- mation related to malnu-
this initiative marks a crowding, harass- spaces. inces: Gilgit Baltistan trition (both undemutri-

and nearly 49% among
women of childbearing
age. Numerous factors
are thought to contrib-
ute to child undernutri
tion in Balochistan, in-
cluding sub-optimal in-
fant and young child
feeding (IYCF) prac-
tices; frequent child in-
fections (especially diar-
rhea diseases and
measles); maternal nutri-
tional deficiencies and/
or illness and death; ab-
sence/inadequacyof mi-
cronutrient supplemen-
tation; and household
food insecurity and gen-

A survey con-
ducted by the National
Nutrition Cell revealed
that 49% of women in
were suffer-

ing from malnutrition.

first inBalochistan and - ment, and long wait Expanding this| Gpy “Balochistan, tion and overnutrition) ~ der inequity.
follows the successful - times. ! service in Quetta can | hyber pakhtunkhwa  and micronutrient defi-
model implemented in A larger pink bus serve as a model for | (Kp) “Sindh, Punjab, ciencies among women
Sindh. fleet would offer other cities, creating a | Azad Jammu and Kash- and children in Pakistan.
Launching this them timely, comfort- safer, more inclusive mlr(AJK)andtheFeder- Malnutrition status
women-only service able, and safe trans- society for women | all; Tribal in stz X
with three buses is a portation, reducing the across the province. Area> (FATA). This in- Balochistan is the
promising start, but daily struggles they Let’s call on the | cluded 1,500 enumera- most under-developed

Quetta’s growing de- face on public trans- Balochistan govern- | tion blocks (EBs)/vil- — of Pakistan’s provinces,

g "~ | lages and 30,000 house- with a high proportion of
mand calls for a larger port. Such an expan- ment to enhance this holds. with 2 49% urban _children under five years

fleet. . sion aligns with the project by committing and 51% rural distribu- of age who are stunted
To effectively ad- provincial toa dozen buses,| ;- (52%) and 16 percent of
dress the transporta- government’s agenda meeting the demand National Nutrition who are wasted. More-

tion challenges forsocialinclusionand for decent and secure | Survey (2018): The 2018 over, the prevalence of
women face, the gov- gender-focused urban transportation  for | Pakistan National Nutri- anemia among children
ernment should ex- development, creating women in Quetta. tion Survey (NNS 2018)  in this age group is 57%

Moreover, the ratio of
maternal anemia was
49%, anemia among chil-
dren below five years
was 57% and iodine de-
ficiency among women
was 29%.

Balochistan Nutri-
tion Program for Mother
and Children (BNPMC)

In response to the
challenging nutrition
situation in the prov-
ince, the Department of
Health (DoH) launched
the Nutrition Program
for Mothers and Chil-
dren (BNPMC) in 2016.
Theyimplemented nutri-
tion activities among the
rural and urban popula-
tion of seven selected
districts. The total popu-
lation of these districts
s 1,654,613, of which
estimated target popula-
tions include 132,369
pregnant and lactating
women (PLW). Stake-
holders include the
DoH, Peoples Primary
Healthcare Initiative
(providing health ser-
vices at Basic Health
nits in the districts),
and local NGOs.
The total cost of
the above project was
1,492.62 million PKR
(USS$14.21 million) of
which 80% were pro-
vided by the World
Bank and 20% by the
Government of
Balochistan. A major
part of the funding

Malnutrition in Balochistan

(41%) was allocated to
strengthen institutional
arrangements which in-
clude staffing, technical
ssistance for capacity
building, strengthening
coordination mecha-
nisms, addressing mal-
nutrition among chil-
dren and PLW (37%),
and addressing micro-
nutrient malnutrition
(13.6%).

Future Plans

The aforesaid pro-
gram ended in December
2019 and was limited to
seven districts; whereas
the malnutrition situa-
tion continues to exist in

2 districts  of
Balochistan.

Therefore, the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
has assigned DoH and
PPHI to extend nutri-
tion intervention in 22
districts for which
project proposals are
ready; implementation
is expected from July

1.

The author is a
program officer in
PPHI

South-West Asia and the War Against Narcotics:
Where Does Pakistan Stand?

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once
remarked that “a little
water clears us of this
deed” after the assas-
sination of the King.
Yet, with time, she re-
mained haunted, ob-
sessively rubbing her
hands in an attempt to
cleanse the imagined
stains of blood. The
persistence of narcot-
ics production and
trade in South-West
Asia resembles this

dark reality that can-
not be easily washed
away.

Afghanistan has
long been recognized
as the world’s largest
producer of opium,
with its roots tracing
back to the early
1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercus-
sions of this industry
spilled into neighboring
Pakistan and Iran. In
the late 2000s, Taliban
leader Mullah Omar
imposed a strict ban on
poppy cultivation
through threats, forced
eradication, and se-
vere punishments.
However, as revealed
by the UNODC
Opium Survey 2007,
the ban primarily tar-
geted cultivation while
the trade continued.
After the fall of the
Taliban, opium again
became a major ported by satellite im-
source of funding for agery, showcased de-
logistics, weapons, and  clining poppy fields in

kistan? While certain stan, coupled with ephedra processing
international outlets cross-border networks hubs — reflects adap-
hastily claim that Pa- of drug traffickers, tive strategies of traf-

militia payments. southern Afghanistan. kistan has become a means temporary fickers rather than
n 2022, the However, this raises shifts in cultivation are  genuine eradication.
Taliban leadership critical questions: Can ives i often strategic rather In Pakistan, how-

once again announced Afghanistan realisti- keyrealities. Theissue than permanent. ever, the situation is
a ban on poppy culti- cally abandon such a is not a simple matter M o r e o v ¢ r, markedly different.
vation, with Hibatullah  central economic re- of “shifting sands” but = Afghanistan’s pivotto- ~ Since 2001, the coun-
Akhundzada officially source while facing acomplex regional se- wards methamphet- try has largely main-
declaring significant sanctions? And what curity challenge. The amine production — tained its “poppy-free”
reductions.  Some consequences does porous border between highlighted by satellite  status, despite spo-

Western reports, sup-  this shift have for Pa- Pakistan and Afgham- evidence of expanded

radic spillovers from
Afghanistan. Follow-
ing the Taliban’s 2022
ban, some illicit culti-
vations did emerge in
border areas, particu-
larly within
Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed through
Pakistan’s  Poppy
e

(PEC-2025). This
multi-agency effort,
led by the Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF)
and provincial admin-
istrations, successfully
destroyed thousands
of acres of illegal
poppy fields. Over 250
FIRs were registered,
dozens of arrests
were made, and

were launched across
educational institu-
tions. Importantly, in-
dependent surveys af-
ter March 2025 con-
firmed the effective-
ness of these eradica-
tion drives.

Pakistan’s deter-
mination to combat
narcotics often re-
mains under-reported
internationally, over-
shadowed by outdated
or selective portray-
als.

The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stabil-
ity but also for global
security.

What is urgently
needed is greater rec-
ognition of these ef-
forts by the interna-
tional community and
enhanced cooperation
from agencies such as
the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the
heart of global narcot-
ics trade routes,
Pakistan’s role is both
frontline and decisive.
Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from
a vulnerable transit
zone into a hub of op-
portunity, stability, and
resilience. Just as
Lady Macbeth’s imag-
ined guilt could not be
washed away with
water, the global com-
munity cannot absolve
itself of responsibility
by ignoring Pakistan’s
sacrifices and
achievements in this
ongoing struggle. The
fight against narcotics
requires collective rec-
ognition, support, and
action — not selective

Campaign

narratives.
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Balochistan Moving Towards an Educational Revolution in Higher
Education Sector, Says Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
andokhail has an-

nounced that the prov-
ince is steadily moving
toward an educational
revolution in the higher
education sector, with a
strong focus on modern-
izing medical education
and producing a skilled
workforce capable of
‘meeting national and in-
ternational demands.

The governor made
these remarks during a
meeting with meessor
Dr. Shabbir Ahmed Lel
Vice Chancellor of Bolan
University of Medical
and Health Sciences
(BUMHS), in Quetta.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Governor
Mandokhail said that
Balochistan has already
initiated a transforma-
tive process in medical
education  through
Bolan University of
Medical and Health Sci-
ences.

The ambitious ini-
tiative aims to produce
10,000 medical profes-

sionals and healthcare
technicians annually,

courses, allowing stu-
dents to acquire indus-
try-relevant skills with-
out placing additional
pressure on existing
educational resources.

These graduates
will no longer have to
spend

years searching for
government jobs. In-
stead, they will be
equipped with practical
skills that can help them
secure employment op-
portunities both locally
and internationally,” he
« said.

The  governor
stressed that empower-
ing young people with
modern and market-
driven skills will enable
them to serve the people
of Balochistan effec-

Governor Mandokhail
noted that the global

dedicated to excellence
in medical education and

»

strength-
ening the healthcare
sector and creating new
employment opponum»
ties for the province's
youth.

He stated that the
program has initially
been launched through
Bolan Medical Univer-

Ithare training.
According to the
governor, the govern-
ment is committed to ex-
panding this successful
model to other public
sector _ universities
across Balochistan in
the near future.

Highlighting em-

industry cur-
rently
offers thousands of
job opportunities for
trained medical profes-
slonals and technicians.
that
the fulure educational
strategy will integrate
diploma programs with

tively while also compet-
ing successfully in the
global workforce.

He added that
skilled professionals
would achi i
independence and con-
tribute directly to na-
tional growth and devel-

sity, an institution fully

pl prospects, degree opment.

Quetta Administration Reviews Muharram Security and
Facilities in Meeting with Shia Conference Representatives

QUETTA: Deputy
Commissioner Quetta
Mehrullah  Badini
chaired an important
meeting with repre-
sentatives of the Shia
Conference to review
arrangements  for
Muharram-ul-Haram
and Ashura obser-
vances in the provin-
cial capital.

During the meet-
ing, detailed discus-
sions were held re-
garding the provision
of essential facilities
for mourners, including
the supply of water
and gas, as well as
comprehensive secu-
rity arrangements and
other related adminis-
trative measures.

Representatives
of the Shia Confer-
ence presented their
suggestions and rec-
ommendations, which

were duly noted by the

district administration
for further consider-
ation and implementa-
tion where necessary.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Quetta assured
participants that all
possible facilities
would be provided to
mourners  during
Muharram, and that
foolproof security ar-
rangements would be
ensured across the
district to maintain
peace and order dur-
ing religious gather-

Senior dhtﬂc( officials
attend the meeting.
Commitment to
peaceful and well-or-
ganized religious ob-
servances.

ings.
The meeting was
also attended by Addi-
tional Deputy Com-
missioner (General)
Muhammad Anwar
Kakar and Assistant
Commissioner Sadar
Muhammad Yousuf
Hashmi, along with
other relevant offi-
cials.

The district ad-
ministration  reaf-
firmed its commitment
to facilitating peaceful
religious observances
and ensuring the

safety and conve-
nience of citizens dur-
ing lhe holy month.

Quetta
Mehru]]ah Badini
chairs meeting on
Muharram arrange-
ments. Discussions
held on water, gas, and
security facilities for
mourners.

Shia Conference
representatives submit
suggestions for im-
provements.

Administration
assures foolproof se-
curity during Ashura.

Quetta News,
Muharram Arrange-
ments Quetta, Ashura
Security Pakistan, Shia
Conference Meeting,
Mehrullah Badini, Re-
ligious Events Quetta,
District Administration
Quetta, Public Safety
Muharram,
Balochistan News.

DC Naseerabad Conducts Surprise Visit to BHU Kot
Mengal, Orders Actlon Against Absent Medlcal Staff

NASEERABAD: In line
with the Government of
Balochistan’s efforts to
ensure the provision of
quality and timely
healthcare services,
Deputy Commissioner
Vireender Lal conducted
a surprise inspection of
Basic Health Unit (BHU)
Kot Mengal on Friday.
During the visit, the
deputy commissioner
carried out a detailed re-
view of the healthcare
services being provided
at the facility, including
the availability of medi-
cines, cleanliness stan-
dards, patient care ar-
rangements, and overall
operational performance
of the health center.
Expressing strong
dissatisfaction over the
absence of doctors and
paramedical  staff,
Deputy Commissioner
Vireender Lal directed
that a formal report re-
garding their absentee-

m be submitted to
igher authorities for
further action.

hile interacting
with the medical staff
present at the facility, he
emphasized that Basic
Health Units were estab-
lished to provide imme-
diate and quality
healthcare services to
residents of rural and

negligence, careless-

ness, or lack of i mleresl

Assistant Commissioner
Sohbatpur Conducts Surprise
Inspection of DHQ Hospital,
Reviews Healthcare Servnces

cting reviewed the overall
on the special directives ~functioning of the hos-
of Deputy Commis- pital and evaluated the
sioner Farida Tareen, quality of services being
Assistant  Commis- provided to patients.

sioner Saifuddin Khoso Officials reported
conducted a detailed that all doctors, para-
surprise inspection of medical staff, and other
the District Headquar- hospital employees were
ters (DHQ) Hospital present at their respec-

SOHBATPU

aimed at
ing admi
ciency and service deliv-
ery within the hospital.
The assistant com-
missioner reviewed the
availability of medicines,
the quality of healthcare
services provided to pa-
tients, and the overall

-

Sohbatpur to assess
healthcare services and
administrative perfor-

tive duty stations during
the inspection.
Assistant Commis-

cleanliness and hygiene
conditions of the facility.
He directed the hospital

mance. sioner Saifuddin Khoso ~administration and staff
During the visit, the expressed satisfaction to ensure the uninter-
assistant over staff rupted provision of qual-

inspected various de- and commitment to their ity and timely medical
partments of the hospi- re;pon;lb)lmes treatment toall patients.
tal, including the Emer- the im-
gency Ward, Outpatient ammed the attendance portance of profossional
Department(OPD), Labo- ~ register and issued nec- conduct, he instructed
ratory, and other essary instructions to healthcare workers to
healthcare facilities. He ~ the relevant authorities treat patients.

Sariab Master Plan Approved for
the First Time in History: Major
Development Milestone Attributed to
Haji Ali Madad Jatak's Efforts

QUETTA: Ina landmark ~ civic challenges. He further reaf-
development for the resi- Key features of the  firmed his commitment to
ents of Sariab, the plan include the con- transforming Sariab into
Sariab Master Plan has ~struction of modernroad a modern, well-devel-
received formal approval networks, an efficient oped, and aesthetically
for the first time in the drainage system, the improved urban area
area’s history. provision of clean drink-  equipped with quality

The i ing water, civic amenit
of public parks and rec- ‘According to the
reational facilities, im- minister, Sariab had long
provements in educa-
tional and healthcare in-
stitutions, traffic man-
agement solutions, and
the expansion of essen-
tial urban services.

The project will
also focus on organizing
unplanned settlements,
promoting environmen-
tal

e
being widely credited to
the tireless efforts, stra-
tegic leadership, and
public-focused vision of
Provincial Minister, sc-
nior Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) leader, and
prominent public repre-
sentative Haji Ali Madad

tives, but significant ef-
forts are now underway
to eliminate deprivation
and improve infrastruc-
ture throughout the re-

gion.
The approval of the
Sariab Master Plan is
d acrucial mile-

The approval of the
Sariab Master Planis be-
ing hailed as a historic

in deliverin;
services.

Vireender Lal reiter-
ated that the district
‘ministration is utilizing
all available resources
to ensure full implemen-
tation of the healthcare
directives issued by the
Government o
Balochistan, with the
goal of improving pub-
lic access to essential
medical services.

The deputy com-
missioner also reaf-

his commitment to
enhancing the quality of
public services and im-
proving institutional
performance through
regular surprise inspec-
tions. He noted that
such visits would con-
tinue in order to
strengthen accountabil-
ity, improve service de-
livery, and provide maxi-
mum relief to the public.

/}:}.

sense of accountability.

He stressed the im-
portance of ensuring
timely, effective, and
quality medical treat-
ment for every patient
visiting the health facil-

remote areas at their
doorstep. He stated that
any negligence in
achieving this objective
would not be tolerated.

The deputy com-
missioner instructed
doctors and paramedical
staff to perform their
pro ssional responsi-
es with honesty,
dedlcalmn and a strong

4 He further warned
that strict action would
be taken against any of-
ficial found guilty of

DC Dukki Reviews SAP
Birth Date Correction
Cases for Government
Employees, Approves

Eligible Applications

DUKKI: Deputy Com-
missioner Muhammad
Naeem Khan chaired an
important meeting re-
garding the correction of
dates of birth in the SAP
system for government
employees across the
district. The meeting
was attended by mem-
bers of the relevant com-
mittee, district officials,
and affected govern-
ment employees.
uring the session,

applications requiring
additional verification
and supporting docu-
mentation were granted
extra time for comple-
tion. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Deputy Commis-
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stone in this broader de-
velopment agenda and
is expected to playa key
role in reshaping the fii-
ture of the area.

Local residents and
stakeholders have ex-
pressed optimism that
the implementation of
the master plan will not
only significantly im-
prove the area's infra-
structure and appear-
ance but also create new
employment opportuni-
ties, aftract investment,
and provide modern fa-
cilities to thousands of
residents.

Public circles have
praised Haji Ali Madad
Jatak’s leadership and

crealmgamodemyurban
framework capable of
meeting future popula-
tion and development
needs.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Haji Ali Madad
Jatak stated that the
peaple of Sariab have
consistently placed their
trust in him, and he re-
mains committed to ful-
filling that trust through
continuous public ser-
vice.

He emphasized that
the approval of the
Sariab Master Plan is not
a personal achievement
but a collective success
for the people of the
area, one that will ben-
efit future i
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and ve step
toward sustainable ur-
ban development, eco-
nomic growth, and im-
proved public services
in the region. Commu-
nity members, tribal el-
ders, social activists,
and political leaders
have welcomed the de-
cision, describing itas a
reflection of Haji Ali
Madad Jatak’s commit-
ment to public welfare
and long-term develop-
ment.
According to offi-
cial sources, the master
plan includes compre-
hensive measures aimed
at modernizing Sariab’s
infrastructure and ad-
dressing |
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ties to process all cases
ina transparent, fair, and
impartial manner in ac-
cordance with govern-
ment regulations.

b applica-
tions and cases were re-
viewed in detail, while
supporting documents
were thoroughly scruti-
nized to ensure compli-
ance with government
rules and procedures.
Cases found to be com-
plete and accurate were
approved, while some

H that
deserving employees
should receive timely
reliefwhile ensuring the
accuracy and integrity
of official records.

The deputy com-
missioner highlighted
the importance of main-
taining correct informa-
tion in government.
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Info ministry refutes Afghan Taliban's claim of
strikes in border areas

NEWS DESK: The in-
formation ministry on
Friday refuted
Afghanistan’s claims of
targeting alleged terror-
ist camps in the border
areas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan.

In a statement on
its fact check account,
the ministry said, “The
Afghan Taliban regime,
through their various
propaganda mouth-
pieces and official
statements, is claiming
to have targeted some
alleged ISKP camps in
border areas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan using rudi-
mentary drones.

“The claims are
false as usual,” it de-
clared.

The  ministry
added that terrorist
camps, including
“those of Daesh and
more than two dozen
other terrorist
organisations are factu-
ally located, run and
patronised from inside
the territories under
control of [the] Afghan

both of which share a
border with Afghani-
stan. The development
comes over a week af-
ter Pakistan carried out
strikes on terrorist
hideouts along its bor-
der with Afghanistan,
which  Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar
said killed 26 terrorists.

Those strikes were
carried out in the after-
math of continued ter-
rorist incidents in Pa-
kistan that targeted
military and police per-
sonnel. Islamabad has
repeatedly urged the

the aforementioned
drone. It asserted that
the Taliban regime was
“used to [issuing] such
fake and nefarious
statements” to cover
their “patronisation of
terror  waged in
neighbouring countries
and region, including
that from Daesh, Fitna
Al Khawarij, Fitna Al
Hindustan and others”.

The Pakistani gov-
ernment uses the term
‘Fitna Al Khawarij’ to
refer to the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) and its af-

ing by the Afghan
Taliban from across
the border, Pakistan
launched Operation
Ghazab lil-Hagq.
China’s mediation
between Islamabad
and Kabul, as part of
which talks were held
in Urumgi in April, re-
sulted in a lull in hos-
tilities until the June 9
strikes by Pakistan.
For its part, the
Foreign Office has un-
derscored that
progress in ties with
Afghanistan hinges on
credible counter-ter-

Taliban regime”. filiates. It uses the term  Taliban administration rorism assurances
According to the ‘Fitna Al Hindustan’to to dismantle terrorist from Kab-ul, particu-
statement, one rudi- refer to groups it ac- sanctuaries on Afghan larly acommitment that

its soil would not be
used for attacks against
Pakistan. Islamabad
has also repeatedly
voiced its concerns
about the usage of Af-
ghan soil for cross-bor-
der terrorism on inter-
national platforms, par-
ticularly the United Na-
tions.

mentary drone of the
Taliban regime intruded
into Pakistan’s airspace
near Shinko, Khyber
and was “immediately
identified and
neutralised by the alert
air defence system of
the Pakistan Air
Force”. The ministry “terrorist hideouts™ in In February, fol-
also shared a picture of KP and Balochistan, lowing unprovoked fir-

cuses of being spon-
sored by India to ex-
ecute terrorist attacks
on Pakistani soil.
Earlier in the day,
the Afghan Taliban had
claimed to have
launched “air strikes”
on what it described as

soil, particularly those
linked to TTP. Officials
say those appeals have
gone unheeded.

The Afghan
Taliban have denied the
allegations and say mili-
tancy in Pakistan is an
internal problem.

PM Shehbaz announces likely fuel price
reduction, seeks unity in House

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday told the Na-
tional Assembly (NA)
that a significant reduc-
tion in fuel prices would
be announced later in
the day and called for a
unanimous parliamen-
tary resolution to project
national unity, as he
hailed Pakistan's role in
recent diplomatic efforts
that he said contributed
to global peace.

The NA session be-
gan under the chairman-
ship of Speaker Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq. Upon arriv-
ing in the House, the
prime minister was wel-
comed by desk-thump-
ing from fawmakers

Addressing  the
House during the bud-
get  session,
Shehbaz said oil prices
had declined following a
ceasefire and expressed

ope they would fall fur-

Staff Field Marshal Asim
Munir had played the
most crucial role in se-
curing a global peace
agreement and had
worked tirelessly over
the past two to three
months.

He also credited
Deputy Prime Minister

Y3
g

"Today, God will-
ing, asignificant reduc-
tion will be announced,"
he said, referring to fuel
prices due to be revised
on Friday.

The prime minister
said Pakistan had earned
international recogni-
tion and urged lawmak-
ers across party lines to
support a unanimous
resolution.

"If this House
passes a unanimous
resolution on this matter,
it will send a message of
unity to the world," he
said, adding that politi-
cal differences should
not stand in the way of
national interests.

PM Shehbaz said
Chief of Defence Forces
and Chief of the Army

and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar and Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
for their

contributions, say-
ing there had been sev-
eral moments when ne-
gotiations appeared
close to collapse.

The prime minister
congratulated opposi-
tion lawmakers as well as
PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari and
former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif.

PM Shehbaz told
parliament that Iranian
President  Masoud
Pezeshkian had tele-
phoned him on Thurs-
day evening to thank

Pakistan and had spe-
cifically acknowledged

ield Marshal Asim
Munir's role.

‘The prime minister
said he had invited
Pezeshkian to visit Paki-
stan and that the invita-
tion had been accepted.
He added that the Iranian

president had invited
Pakistan to attend the
funeral of Supreme
Leader Ali Khamenei and
that a Pakistani delega-
tion would participate.
The  premier
thanked provincial gov-
ernments, Petroleum
Minister Ali Pervaiz
Malik, petroleum offi-
cials and Finance Min-
ister uhammad
Aurangzeb for helping
manage the economy
during difficult circum-
stances.
He said govern-
ment efforts had pre-
vented shortages and
queues at petrol sta-
tions, contrasting the
situation with Sri Lanka.

PM Shehbaz later
walked to the seats of
Opposition Leader
Mahmood Khan
Achakzai and PTI Chai
man Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan to shake hands
with them.

Speaker Ayaz Sadiq
provided details of par-

ticipation in the budget
debate, saying govern-
‘ment members still had
two-and-a-half hours of
speaking time remaining,

He said 66 oppo:
tion lawmakers had taken
part in the debate. While
nine hours had been al-
located to the oppos
tion, its members had
spoken for 14 hours and
four minutes, exceeding
their allotted time by five
hours, three minutes and
28 seconds.

The speaker said
opposition claims that
they were not allowed to
speak were contradicted
by repeated invitations

extended to members to
participate in the debate.

PMDC Announces MDCAT
2026 Schedule

Syed Muhammad

NEWS DESK: When
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday
morning put his signa-
ture on the Islamabad
Memorandum of Under-
standing, it marked the
culmination of an ex-
traordinary diplomatic
process that many
would have dismissed as
pure fantasy only a few

versities assigned to
different regions, in-
cluding UHS Lahore,
KMU Peshawar,
Sukkur IBA Univer-
sity, BUMHS Quetta,
and SZABMU
Islamabad, along with
international test cen-

Late registration
(Pakistan): PKR
13,000

International cen-
tres: PKR 45,000

Late registration
(international): PKR
55,000

The council has

aseen
ISLAMABAD: Pa-
kistan Medical and
Dental Council has of-
ficially released the
schedule for MDCAT
(Medical and Dental
College Admission

Test) 2026, the man- tres. clarified that all fees | months ago.
datory entry test for Registration are non-refundable Few, if any, could
admission into MBBS  Timeline and non-transferable. | have imagined that Pa-

kistan would not only
emerge as the principal
mediator between Iran
and the United States
during one of the most
dangerous crises in re-
cent Middle Eastern his-
tory, but would also suc-
ceéd in convincing the
two bitter adversaries to
sign a peace agreement.

Yet that is precisely
what unfolded.

For Pakistan, the
signing of the interim
Tran-US accord repre-
sents a diplomatic
achievement of historic
proportions, one that is
already being described
by officials as among the
country’s most signifi-
cant foreign policy suc-
cesses in decades.

“Right from day
one, our objective was
simple: to douse the
flames of war,” a senior
Pakistani official told

The MDCAT re-
mains the centralized
screening mechanism
for admissions into
medical and dental col-
leges nationwide, used
by both public and pri-
vate institutions for
merit-based selection.

and BDS programs
across Pakistan.
According to the
official announcement,
the exam will be held
on Sunday, 16 August
2026 at 10:00 AM
(PST) under desig- Pakistan centres:
nated admitting uni- PKR 9,000
I -

Start of registra-
tion: 22 June 2026
Last date (nor-
mal): 8 July 2026
Late registration
deadline: 13 July 2026
Fee Structure

The Express Tribune on digitally, a move that was
condition of anonymity. later endorsed by Prime
“God willing, we have Minister Shehbaz Sharif
achieved that milestone. in his capacity as the
There was a point when chief facilitator of the
the region appeared to peace process.
be heading towards a agreement
catastrophe. Today, paved the way for an im-
there is hope,” the offi- mediate easing of ten-
cial added. sions. The United States
The formal signing moved to lift its naval
ceremony was initially ~blockade measures while
scheduled to take place Iran began reopening the
in the Swiss resort town  Strait of Hormuz, a vital
of Burgenstock on Fri- global energy artery

'\'ﬁ

day. However, diplo- through which a sub-

matic sources said both  stantial portion of the

US President Donald world’s oil supplies

Trump and Iranian Presi- pass.

dent Masoud The developmenla
ntually provided i

which had been rattled
by months of uncer-
tainty and fears of a
wider regional conflict.
Within hours of the
signing ceremony, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
held a telephone conver-
sation with President
Pezeshkian. The two
leaders spoke for nearly
30 minutes and reviewe
the implementation of
the agreement as well as
the next phase of diplo-

matic engagement.
Pakistan’s role has
drawn praise not only
from regional capitals
but from across the in-
ternational community.

From wild fantasy to reality

publicly acknowledged
Islamabad’s contribu-
tion to the peace effort
on several occasions,
while diplomatic sources
say several European
and Gulf governments
have commended Paki-
stan for preventing what
could have become a
devastating regional

Perhaps the most
striking reaction, how-
ever, has come from Iran
itself Adiplomat serving
in Tehran described
scenes unfolding across
the country as “unprec-
edented”. “Pakistani
diplomats and embassy
officials are witnessing
something that no dip-
lomatic reporting can
fully capture,” the diplo-
‘mat said.

“There is genuine
jubilation. There is relief.
‘Aboveall, there is grati-
tude.”

‘According to diplo-
matic sources, the an-
‘nouncement of the peace
agreement triggered
spontaneous celebra-
tions in various parts of
the country. From uni-
versity campuses and
public squares to sports
grounds and _city
streets, a mood of opti-
mism appears to have
replaced months of anxi-

Py
signed the lief to global markem

President Trump has

ety and uncertainty.

NEWS DESK: The
government on Friday
decided to transition
its passport issuance
system to a complete
e-passport framework
as part of sweeping
reforms aimed at
modernising immigra-
tion services and elimi-
nating fraud.

According to the
Interior Ministry, a
high-level meeting on
Passport and Immi-
gration was held at the
headquarters under
the chairmanship of
Interior  Minister
Mohsin Naqvi, where
key decisions regard-
ing the digital overhaul
of the system were
approved.

A principal deci-
sion was taken to fully
shift passport issuance
to e-passports, with
the move aimed at re-
ducing fraud and forg-
eryinthe passport sys-
tem. However, no
deadline has been an-
nounced for the
phase-out of existing

e y-
FY2026-27: KP CM presents
Rs2.17tr budget, with estimated
fiscal deficit of Rs48bn

NEWS DESK:
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi is presenting the
provincial budget for
the fiscal year 2026-27
in the KP Assembly.

The budget outlay
is Rs2.17 trillion, with
an estimated fiscal
deficit of Rs48 billion,
according to the bud-
get documents.

At the outset of
his budget speech, he
said all parliamentar-
ians of the PTI from
the provincial assem-
bly had “unanimously
decided” to present
the budget.

Earlier, the pre-
sentation of the bud-
get remained doubtful
as the provincial gov-
ernment reportedly
linked it to a meeting
with incarcerated PTI

the National Economic
Council thata decision
on providing grants to
the Centre could not
be made without con-
sultmg Imran.

“We said Imran
Khan sahib is the f'nal
authority on this,”
said, adding that lhe
KP government’s rep-
resentatives were not
being allowed to meet
Imran. He said his
party had demanded a
meeting with Imran
ahead of the provincial
budget, further reiter-
ating the PTD’s allega-
tion that Imran and his
spouse, Bushra Bibi,
were being kept in solic
tary confinement.

He earlier pre-
sided over a meeting
of the provincial cabi-
net, which approved
the budget.

founder Imran Khan.
In his speech,
Affidi also announced
that the budget he was
presenting had a defi-
cit of Rs48bn. “The
KP government will
not seek a loan of
Rs48bn from anyone,”
he said, adding that
“we will provide this
amount to the people
of KP from our own
resources”.
Moreover, he said
the budget would be in
accordance with the
Federal Board of
Revenue’s tax collec-
tion target of Rs15.2
trillion. “There will be
no grants for the Cen-
tre in this budget,” he
asserted. The KP CM
went on to say that his
government’s repre-
sentatives had clearly
stated in a meeting of

passports.

The Director Gen-
eral of Passports and
Immigration,
Muhammad Ali
Randhawa, briefed
the minister on ongo-
ing reforms and plans.
Officials said premium
service applicants will
now be charged ac-
cording to the actual
cost of passport ser-
vices.

According to the
briefing, preparatory
work for home deliv-
ery of passports within
Pakistan and abroad
had been completed,
and the service will be
launched soon.

From July 1, a
cashless payment sys
tem will be introduced
at passport offices
across the country,
and online passport

applications will also
be shifed to the Pak-
ID platform.

The meeting also
decided to finalise a
policy for business
passports in consulta-
tion with the Federal
Board of Revenue.

The ministry said
the reforms are part of
broader efforts to
make the passport sys-
tem more efficient,

Govt moves to fully digitise passport issuance system

transparent, and citi-
zen-friendly.

According to the
Ministry of Interior, the
e-Passport is a highly
secure travel docu-
ment. It has an elec-
tronic chip embedded
in one of the passport
pages, which will be
used to store biomet-
ric information about
the holder.

The chip contains
data that will verify the
passport holder’s iden-
tityand will include the
biometrics of the pass-
port holder, the per-
sonal data found on
the data page of the
passport, a unique
identification number,
and a digital signature.

An e-passport has
a contactless chip on
it which means that
those passports can be
read electronically.

The newly
launched e-Passports
in Pakistan are in com-
pliance with the
United Nations’
ICAO standards.




