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US, Iran genuinely want peace in the region: PM Shehbaz

MONITRING DESK:
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifwhile speaking to
the press in
Burgenstock, where US,
Iranian, Qatari and Paki-
stani delegations gath-
ered for peace talks on
Sunday, praised the Ira-
nian delegation’s cool-
headedness, dignity and
attempts at de-escala-
tion.

“I think they genu-
inely mean to promote
peace in the region,” PM
Shehbaz said of the Ira-
nian leadership, adding,
“So does President
Trump.”

“I have no second
thoughts about the fact
that he is a man of peace

He has demonstrated
that during the war be-
tween Pakistan and In-

optimistic about the “re-
newed friendship” with
the US, and hoped it
would grow into a rela-
tionship of close coordi-
nation and cooperation
between the two coun-
tries.

First round of talks

Closed-door quad-
ripartite negotations be-
tween the US and Iran
kicked offearlier today,
with Qatar and Pakistan
participating in a media-
toryrole.

As the talks began,
US President Donald
Trump in a post on Truth
Social had threatened
Iran over unrest in Leba-
non, one of the key is-
sues on the table during
today’s talks.

“Iran must immedi-
ately stop their highly
paid PROXIES in Leba-
non from causing
trouble. If they don’t,
we’ll hit Iran very hard
again, just like we did
last week, only harder!!!”
he said.

Separately in an in-
terview with Fox News,
the US president issued
threats over the closure
of the Strait of Hormuz,
claiming that he mai
tains “a variety of op-
tions” at his disposal.

Roughly 80 minutes
into the talks, Iranian
‘media reported a pause,
with delegations with-
drawing to hold internal
consultations.

Following  the
pause, Iran’s chief nego-
tiator Bagher Ghalibaf in
a statement on X dis-
missed US threats, cau-
tioning Washington to
“be careful”. He vowed
that Tehran stood “ready
to respond”.

E LUCERNE LAKE LUCERNE LAKE LUCER
UMM* SUMMIT

LAKE LUCERNE
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PM Shehbaz Sharif, Field Marshal General Syed Asim Munir and US Vice President JD Vance

“Peace requires give US Vice President ways call on us to brcdk little bit messy”, but they ~ speaking at the opening Reports said in a state-
and take” ID Vance told the press thruugh any barrier: had seen progress over ceremony, thanked both ment released on X. “He
Addressing the that*| pchcrcqulrc> give Thanking US Presi- the last few days, he the US and Iranian del- was there just a short
opening ceremony and tal dent Donald Trump “for  added. egations for their efforts ~ time before walking out
ahead of the closed-door s is a historic empoweringus to find a Vance also shared to make peace in the again and did not dur-
talks, Prime Minister meet. Never before have diplomatic solution”, appreciation for PM  Middle East. ing that time interact
Shehbaz Sharif hoped Iranian and American Vance said a great deal Shehbaz and CDF “I think that every- with Vance, who was on
for an outcome that leadershipmetatsucha had “already been ac- Munir, saying: “I have one of you has high- the other side of the
would ensure peace, high level outside of complished” and the joked that I have two lighted how important room,” it added.

progress and prosperity Islamabad,” he said.  team looked forward to very, very important and historic this is, not The media were

globally. “What today really ~sceing “how much more ~people inmy life. An In- only on the security of ~ushered out of the meet-
PM Shehbazsaid he ~represents is the begin- we can accomplish to- dianand aPakistani. The ~the region but also for ingroom as the talks be-

was looking forward to  ning of a technical nego- ~gether”. Indian is my wife, and  the security of the world ~gan.

productive talks, and ex- tiation that’s not going “Canwe change re- the Pakistani is Field and for the global Technical groups

pressed satisfaction that ~ to solve every disagree- lations in the Middle Marshal Munir,” hesaid, economy,” the Qatari to help negotiate MoU

the joint efforts of every- ment, but is goingtoal- East, or do we go back adding that he had PMsaid. clauses: Qatar

oné involved in the low us tosit together as to doing things the old “probably talked to “I would like to The  “technical-

peace process had cul- teams, for the first time way?” he said. “Where Field Marshal Munir thank all of you for your level’ talks today seek to
minated in the meet in really in history, to fig- Iran and the Gulf have more than anyone clse leadership and determi- iron out the details of a

Burgenstock. ure out what matters had an unfriendly rela- over the last few nation thatputusin this Memorandum of Under-

“Ithink here weare most to the respective tionship, months”. room. This is not really ~standing (MoU) signed
going to have wonder- parties, or Iran has been a “Iffran is willingto the main celebration, between Tehran and
ful discussions which to settle those is- driver of regional insta- give up nuclear weapon this s just the beginning Washington to cease

will lead to, hopefully, sues, to solve those is- bility? We see a future ambitions for and I wish everyone all hostilities and negotiate
very productive results sues, and get to a better where everyone can term, theUSis willingto  the best,” Al Thani said.  a framework to end the
in times to come,” he tomorrow,” he told re- work together to pro- transform relations with He added that Qatar  war.
said. porters. mote peace and prosper- s would remain dedicated Under the agree-
He thanked US “The reason why ity for everyone.” president, he to the partnership to ment, the US and Iran
President the political leadership Vance said Trampis ~ said, had urged him to support mediation ef- have agreed on a frame-
Trump and VP JD  of the respective coun- committed to a “full “turn overanew leafto forts until a solution is work to end the war, lift
Vance for their leader- tries is here is because rePM Shehbaz Sharif, transform our relation- reached. the US blockade of Iran
ship, and praised Chief we wanted to, firstofall, Field Marshal General ship with the people of Before the start of and reopen the Strait of
of Defence Forces (CDF)  set up the structure for Syed Asim Munir and Iran, and to extend an their remarks, Iranian Hormuz. Also on the
Field Marshal Asim these technical negotia- US Vice President JD = outstretched hand”. Foreign Minister Abbas table will be discussions
Munir for his consistent tions, and second ofall, Vancegional ceasefire”, Qatari Prime Minis-  Araghchi briefly walked about the unfreezing of
efforts, perseverence make sure thatourteams including Lebanon, ter Sheikh Mohammed  into the room and em- Iranian assets and sale
and patience during the have our full support These kinds  of bin Abdulrahman bin braced PM Shehbaz, the of Iranian oil.
mediation process. and know they can al- ceasefires arealways “a Jassim Al Thani also White House Press Pool In a statement, the

Qatari foreign ministry
announced “the launch
of the Lucerne Lake
Summit and the first
high-level committee
meeting” between the
four sides, which it
hoped would “lead to
reaching a comprehen-
sive and permanent
agreement that ad
dresses all aspects co
ered by the Memoran-
dum of Understanding.”
The Qatari foreign
ministry spokesman Dr
Majed bin Mohammed
A] Ansari stated that
“technical and
specialised groups have
been formed to negoti-
ate the final agreement’s
clauses, which will cover
all aspects of the Memo-
randum of Understand-

ng.”

“Additionally, fol-
low-up groups have
been established to
oversee the implementa-
tion of the memorandum
and track the progress
achieved toward reach-
ing the final agreement,
reflecting the commit-
ment ofall parties to pro-
ceed in the negotiation
process in good faith
and with the goal of
reaching a comprehen-
sive and sustainable
agreement.”

He emphasized that
the State of Qatar, as
one of the mediating
countries, will continue
to work with the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan and
all concerned parties to
create a positive envi-
ronment that enables the
negotiations to achieve
their goals, based on its
firm belief that dialogue
and diplomacy repre-
sent the optimal path for
conflict resolution and
dispute settlement.

The Qatari foreign
ministry spokesperson
alsoappreciated the “im-
portant role” played by
Pakistan as a partner and
mediator, ~ praising
Islamabad’s  “docu-
mented and continuous
efforts in supporting the
negotiation process”.

He also expressed
appreciation for W
ington and Tehran
commitment to finding a
diplomatic solution, and
for the support pumdcd
by Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
Egypt and the Unned
Arab Emirates, as well as
other friendly countries
that “contributed to cre-
ating favorable condi-
tions to push this pro-
cess forward.”

Delegations meet
ahead of talks

Balochistan’s Historic Shift to Merit-Based Government Jobs:

Editorial:

Ina province long
plagued by nepotism
and job-selling scan
dals, Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has
taken a bold and wel-
come stand.

He has declared
zero tolerance for cor-
ruption, favoritism, and
the sale of government
posts — and he is
backing his words
with action.

The announce-
ment of filling 111 Fi-
nance Department
vacancies through a
fully online, paper]
and 100% merit-based
recruitment process
marks a genuine turn-
ing point for transpar-
ent governance in
Balochistan. For the
first time in the
province’s history,
candidates will apply
and be tested entirely
online. Qualifications
will be verified in-
stantly, and successful
applicants will receive
appointment letters

Ending Corruptlon and Empowerlng Youth

based recruitment
drive in Balochistan is
more than administra-
tive reform; itis a life-
line for the province’s
educated youth.

By ensuring gov-
ernment jobs go to
qualified candidates
rather thanrelatives or
l

dnd dignity.

As Chief Minister
Bugti has promised,
the model will soon
expand to all depart-
ments, creating a cul-
ture where talent, not
connections, deter-
mines success

The broader im-
pact on Balochistan’s
development and sta-
bility could be pro-
found.

Transparent hir-
ing me: etter-
qualified civil servants,
leading to more cffi-
cient public services,
reduced wastage of
funds, and faster

T implementation of de-
within an hour. This nates middlemen, bribery — the very robbed deserving portunities for de- velopment projects.
fast, fair system elimi- backdoor deals, and practices that have young people of op- cades. This merit- When resources

reach the people in-
stead of corrupt pock-
ets, infrastructure,
education, and health
services improve —
laying the foundation
for sustained economic
growth.

Equally important,
fair job opportunities
address a major
source of youth fius-
tration in the province.
Giving young Baloch
the chance to serve
their homeland on
merit can reduce
alienation and contrib-
ute to lasting peace.

Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti’s focus

on merit, technology-
driven transparency,
and accountability of-
fers real hope.

If these anti-cor-
ruption reforms  in

form governance, un-
lock the potential of the
province’s youth, and
set a powerful ex-
ample for the rest of
Pakistan.
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At least 20 killed as Israel continues attacks in Lebanon

NEWS DESK: Is-
raeli strikes in Leba-
non killed at least 20
people on Saturday,
Lebanon’s state news
agency said, one day
after a ceasefire with
Hezbollah took effect,
underscoring the fra-
gility of a truce aimed
at halting months of
escalating violence.
cbanon’s Na-
tional News Agency
reported that Israeli
warplanes and drones
struck multiple civilian
and structural loca-
tions in southern Leba-
non and the Bekaa
Valley.
Hezbollah  ac-
cused Israel of com-

mitting hundreds of

blatant ceasefire vio-
lations and warned
that the continued Is-
racli aggression “will
not pass without a re-
sponse”.

The group noted
that responsibility for
the dangerous escala-
tion lay solely with Is-
rael and urged the US
to place intense pres-
sure on the Israeli re-
gime to implement dip-
lomatic agreements
and halt its devastat-
ing attacks

The Isracli mili-
tary remains an occu-
pying force in parts of
southern Lebanon.

Israeli  broad-
caster Channel 12 re-
ported that the military
had been instructed by
Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and
Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz to hold fire,
but leaders refused to

stituted repeated vio-
lations  of  the
ceasefire. The military
warned it would re-
spond to any attacks,
ignoring its own un-
provoked continued
presence on Lebanese
soil.

Remaining firmly
committed to the dip-
lomatic ceasefire,
Hezbollah emphasised
it would respond to

withdraw troops from
the Lebanese areas
they had captured.
An Isracli military
official stated that
Hezbollah launched
more than 50 projec-
tiles at occupying
forces entrenched in
southern Lebanon.
The Israeli mili-
tary claimed
Hezbollah’s self-de-
fence operations con-

any Israz.ll at(cmpt to
“seize territory or ex-
pand its occupation.”

The resistance
said Israeli forces ag-
gressively

attempted over-
night to infiltrate the Ali
al-Taher hill area in
southern Lebanon.
Lebanese fighters en-
gaged the invading
troops, Hezbollah re-
ported, after which Is-

out
sweeping airstrikes
both inside and outside
its declared opera-
tional zone.
A senior
Hezbollah  official
maintained that the
group would never al-
low Israel
“freedom
movement” in occu-
pied Lebanese terri-
tory, asserting that re-

istance remains legiti-

mate as long as Israeli
forces remain inside
Lebanon.

The renewed Is-
raeli violence casts se-
rious doubt on the du-
rability of  the
ceasefire. Among the
deadliest attacks was

of an unprovoked Israeli

strike that obliterated
a three-story residen-
tial building in the

Kfarrumman-
Nabatieh road.

Highlighting the
devastating human toll
of the Israeli military
assault, Lebanon’s
Health Ministry re-
ported that 4,057
people have been
tragically killed in Is-
raeli attacks since
March 2.

The number of ca-
sualties includes vital
medics, women and
children. Meanwhile,
Israeli authorities re-
portat least 32 soldiers
and four civilians have
been killed.

Late on Saturday,
an Israeli army official
said the military had
received orders from
the country’s political
leadership to halt fight-
ing in southern Leba-

on.

“The IDF has re-
ceived updated direc-
tives from the political
echelon to cease fire,”
the official said in a
statement.

The directive
emerged as diplomats
. from several countries
were meeting at a
| Swiss retreat over the
weekend in a bid to
maintain dialogue on a
preliminary US-Iran

southern town of
Barish in the Tyre dis-
trict. deal to halt the Middle
The strike killeda  East war.

Lebanese father, a The US-Iran un-
mother and their two derstanding an-
young children,alocal nounced this week
official said. calls for an immediate
Furthermore, the and permanent halt to
Lebanese military con-  military operations by
firmed that another the parties and their
Israeli strike assassi- allies across several
nated a national sol- fronts, including Leba-
dier stationed on the non.

PMSA begins repatriation, humanitarian
assistance of 8 Iranian nationals rescued at sea

NEWS DESK: The Pa-
kistan Maritime Secu-
rity Agemy (PMSA)

the re-

The PMSA said
that efforts for the
“necessary reception,

ion, medi-

was conducted in close
coordination with na-
tional and international

reflecting

remained “fully com-
mitted to safeguarding
human life at sea and

dinating timely as-

patriation and humani-
tarian assistance of
eight Iranian nationals
who were rescued at
sea by a British vessel,
it said in a press release
on Sunday.

The Iranian nation-
als had been rescued
by the British vessel
MMA Valour after their
boat ran aground,
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar had said on
Wednesday.

Pakistan’s commit-
ment towards humani-
tarian assistance, safety
of life at sea and re-
gional maritime coop-
eration,” the statement
said.

PMSA noted that it
was the only maritime
law enforcement
agency of Pakistan,
and responsible for
search and rescue op-
erations in Pakistan’s
maritime zones.

It expressed that it

cal screening and co-
ordination for onward
repatriation” were un-
dertaken under its lead
coordination.
Representatives
from the foreign min-
istry, Pakistan Navy,
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA), Consu-
late General of Iran and
relevant international
stakeholders were also
present during the pro-
cess, the PMSA said.
“The operation

sistance during mari-
time emergencies”.

In May, Pakistan
— which is playing the
role of mediator be-
tween the US and Iran
amid the conflict in the
Middle East — had fa-
cilitated

the return of crew
members from a US-
seized Iranian vessel.
The crew were part of
a group of 22 people
transferred to Pakistan
following their release.

Man charged over suspected anti-Muslim
attacks in UK's Edlnburgh

NEWS DESK: Scot-
tish authorities said on
Saturday they charged
a man in connection
with attacks in
Edinburgh  that
wounded five people
with UK Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer say-
ing the suspect “ap-
pears to be motivated
by anti-Muslim ha-
tred”.

Police Scotland
said officers had ar-
rested a 36-year-old
white Scottish man
and there was “no fur-
ther threat to the pub-
lic”. “A 36-year-old
man has been charged
in connection with a
number of incidents
which took place in
Edinburgh on Friday,
June 19,2026, police
said late on Saturday.

“A report has
been submitted to the
Procurator Fiscal, and
the individual will ap-
pear at court in due
course.”

Footage posted
online showed a bare-
chested man, believed
to be the suspect,
roaming the streets of
the Scottish capital
with a large weapon.

Apolice statement
said they received
multiple emergency
calls late on Friday
from people reporting
“violentattacks includ-
ing threats, robbery
and vandalism across
Edinburgh, with five
men injured”.

ism or intolerance in
our country,” he
added. ‘Should con-
cern everyone”

Both the Scottish

The victims, two
aged 22, and others
aged 24, 27, and 39,

ined various inju-
ries, police said. Three
were taken to hospital
with non-life-threaten-
ing injuries, the state-
ment said, adding the
incident is being inves-
tigated by the counter-
terrorism unit and
other police officers.

Politicians in Lon-
don and Scotland con-
demned the incidents.

“Abso]ule]y ap-
pallmg Starmer said
on

Mosques and the anti-
Islamophobia non-
profitMuslim Engage-
ment and Develop-
ment (Mend) said sev-
eral of the victims
were Muslims.
Mend noted the
alleged footage of the
arrested man circulat-
ing online also showed
hlm shouting about
“protecting the coun-
try” from Muslims, ac-
companied by exple-
tive-filled language.
The organisation
urged police to “treat
this as what the evi-
dence indicates:
Islamophobic, far-right
terror”. The mosques
association noted: “In
recent days we have
seen calls for anti-mi-

“The suspect ap-
pears to be motivated
by anti-Muslim ha-
lred TI'will not tolerate

— he will face the
full force of the law.”

Scotland’s First
Minister John Swinney
said he was “deeply
concerned” in a post
on X. “There is no
place for violence, rac-

grant prote: circulat-
ing online, alongside
i creasmgly aggres-
sive rhetoric directed
at minority communi-

Association of ties.

“These develop-
ments should concern
everyone, regardless
of faith or back-

ground.”
The  incident
comes as immigration

and diversity in the UK.
takes the spotlight,
with claims that far-
right agitators are fu-
elling racist sentiment,
after a number of re-
ported high-profile in-
cidents in the region.
The Northern
Irish capital Belfast
experienced two
nights of disorder last
week after a knife at-
tack, allegedly perpe-
trated by a Sudanese
refugee, was captured
on camera and went

viral online.

United Kingdom (UK) PM Starmer mulling
'political realities': senior minister

NEWS DESK: British
Prime Minister Keir
Starmer was reﬂeclmg
this weekend on the “p
litical realities” that hc
faces, a senior minister
said on Sunday, amid
‘media reports the premier
would resign within
days.

It follows veteran
Labour politician and ri-
val Andy Burnham’s
victory in a by-election
on Friday, which paves
the way for the 56-year-
old to challenge the be-
leaguered Starmer to be
party leader and prime
‘minister.

Any Labour leader-
ship candidate must be
amember of parliament.

If Starmer does
leave office this year,
Britain will get its sev-
enth prime minister in a
decade — an unprec-
edented rate of churn in
its modern history.

us President
Donald Trump shared
his thoughts on Sunday
in typically blunt fash-
ion, writing on his Truth
Social platform that
“Keir Starmer will resign
as Prime Minister of The
United Kingdom™.

“He failed badly on
two very important sub-
jects IMMIGRA-
TION AND ENERGY

NEWS DESK: Gaza
health officials said Is-
raeli strikes on Saturday
killed at least 11 people,
including four members
of the same family, in the
latest violence to rock
the Palestinian territory
despite a ceasefire.

Hamas accuses Is-
rael of daily truce viola-
tions and the Gaza Strip
continues to suffer se-
vere bloodshed, with ef-
forts to permanently halt
the destructive assault
on the enclave still at a
standstill.

Anovernight Isracli
airstrike on an apart-
ment building in the
Sabra neighbourhood of
Gaza City killed four
members of the Al-Safadi
famil

x)rlmludmg the hus-
band, wife and their two
aughlcrs, according to
the civil defence agency,
arescue service that op-
erates under Hamas au-

thority.
It said the strike

(OPEN NORTH SEA
OIL!). I'wish him well!”

Burnham — Greater
Manchester mayor since
2017 — has made clear
he intends to bid to lead
slumping centre-left
Labour, warning in his
by-election victory
speech that the party
had a “final chance to
change”.

Heis expected to be
sworn in as an MP on
Monday.

If successful in
ousting Starmer, he
would become prime
minister by default,
given that ruling Labour
has a huge parliamen-

Starmer, who is
deeply unpopular with

voters according to poll-
ing, has insisted he will
fight any attempt to oust
him.

Sky News broadcaster
afer having what he said
was a “frank” conversa-
tion with Starmer on Fri-
day.

But the emphatic
nature of Burnham’s win
in the Makerfield con-
stituency in nonhwem

The Observer, The
Guardian and The Sun-
day Telegraph newspa-
pers all reported Starmer
was preparing to resign
as soon as Monda

The Observer said
he would “set outa time-
table for his departure”,
noting he had been hold-
ing weekend talks from
Chequers, the country-
side retreat for prime
ministers.

Foreign Secretary
Yvette Cooper was
among the senior minis
ters telling her boss to
stand down, Sky News
reported.

sure on Starmer to quit.
Business Secretary
Peter Kyle said on Sun-
day that Starmer was
“making time to reflect
on the political realities,
challenges and opportu-
nities that he finds him-
selfin”
“He has been en-
gaging in conversations
witha wide, wide range
of people,” Kyle told
&

Journalist among 11 Killed in Israel

assault on Gaza

also injured 12 others.

Apartment bomb-
ing leaves four family
members dea

Gaza City's Al-Shifa
hospital confirmed re-
ceiving the bodies of
four members of the
Safadi family, including
two children,

“Around 2 o'clock,
my cousins were asleep
when a missile struck
them. They have no con-

nection to Hamas, nor
are they involved in any-
thing. They’re just inno-
cent children,” said Nael
al-Safadi, a relative.

AFP footage from
the scene showed an ex-
terior wall of the apart-
ment blown off, expos
ing rubble, clothes, mat-
tresses and other house-
hold belongings strewn
across the shattered in-
terior.

“By God, I's
as though Pm in a dream

Inever expected lhls
to happen to us,”
Mohammad al-Safadi,
who survived the strike,
told AFP.

“I'm a civilian. T
swear to God I've never
carried a weapon or fired
one. What do you want
from me? Go after who-
ever you're after, what’s
my fault in this?”
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Pakistan allocates funds for rail, industry and research under CPEC 2.0

ISLAMABAD (INP):

its Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme
(PSDP) for 2026-27,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Sunday.

The allocations are
part of Islamabad’s push
tomove CPEC intoa sec-

hase focused on

industry, technology, in-
vestment and economic
cooperation, after years
of emphasis on energy
and transport infrastruc-
ture.

2.07, reflecting the
government’s stated aim
to broaden the corridor
beyond infrastructure
projects.

In the transport
sector, Rs1.056 billion
has been allocated for
preliminary design,

Pakistan has allocated
funds for railway
modernisation, indu:

trial cooperation, policy
research and academic
exchanges under the
China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC) in

'PSDP sets aside
Rs1 billion for “New Ini-
tiatives under CPEC

consultancy services
and technical prepara-
tions for the Main Line-
1 railway upgradation
project and a dry port
near Havelian.

ML-1, one of
CPEC’s largest pro-
posed connectivity

projects, has faced re-
peated delays.

The government
also allocated Rs50 mil-
lion to the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor
Support Project at the
Ministry of Railways to
support planning and

implementation of CPEC-
related rail projects.

For industrial coop-
eration, Rs30 million has
been carmarked for the
Project Management
Unit of the CPEC Indus-
trial Cooperation Devel-
opment Project, which is

aimed at promoting in-
vestment and industrial
collaboration between
Pakistan and China.

The Centre of Excel-
lence for CPEC, set up in
collaboration  with
China’s National Devel-
opment.

[MULTAN: Chairman Sena

Syed Yousuf Raza Glllani Attends the Annual Convocation 2026 Cer-|
lemony of the College to Tourism and Hotel Management (Cothm) South Punjab as the Chief Guest

Bilawal pays rich tribute
to Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto on
73rd birth anniversary

KARACHI, June 21
(INP): Chairman of Pa-
kistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has paidrich trib-

Pakistani publishers eye
broader copyright
cooperation with China

BEIJING (INP): "China nese publishers includ-
and Pakistan cooperate  ing CITIC Press Group.

closely across all sec- “These short sto-
tors, but there remains ries covering weather,
ample room to deepen seasons, food and Chi-
bilateral publishing co- nese culture are well re-
operation, as we have ceived among Pakistani

she was the voice of the
voiceless, the strength
of the oppressed and the

hope of those denied a
place in the corridors of

ute  to | Shaheed power yet to carry out exten- children,” Salam noted.
Mohtarma _Benazir She transformed | Sivejoint work." Meanwhile, Salam
Bhutto on her 73rd birth politics into a noble mis- This was stated by  brought about fifty Pa-

Daniyal Salam, Director
of Head Office, Sales,
Marketing & Editorial of
Pakistan’s century-old

kistani titles to display
at the fair, including a
decades-old 10-volume
Urdu classic bestseller

anniversary, describing
her as “Chaaron Soboon
Ki Zanjeer” the enduring
symbol of a united,

sion of public service
and dedicated her life to
building a Pakistan
where every citizen—re-

democraticand progres- gardless of class, gen- | Publishing — house newly translated into
Sive Pakistan, o Ger. faith or ethnicity . | Ferozsons (Pvt.) Ltd., English, as he seeks po-
He said that her vi- could live with dignity, [ on the sidelines of the tential copyright part-

ners from China.

“Ibelieve that if this
series is introduced
here, it could be compa-
rable to iconic series
such as Harry Potter,” he
said.

Salam identified in-
sufficient exchanges be-
tween publishers of the
two countries as the
main obstacle to deeper
cooperation, and called
for government funding
support for literary
translation and recipro-
cal industry visits.

“Beyond books for
children, we’re planning
to bring more Chinese
publications on politics
and strategies to Paki-
stani readers within the
next two to three years,”
he revealed.

Furthermore, he ex-
pressed interest in
bringing China’s.

32nd Beijing Interna-
tional Book Fair (BIBF),
according to a report
carried by China Eco-
nomic Net on Sunday.
This year’s BIBF
has attracted more than
1,700 exhibitors from 82
countries and regions,
including over 1,
overseas participants
such as  Elsevier,
Springer  Nature,
Cengage, Pearson and
Wiley, creating a global
platform for copyright
negotiation and cultural
industry communica-
tion. Ferozsons is the
sole Pakistani publisher
in attendance this year.
While this marks
the firm’s debut at BIBF,
it has already translated
around hinese
children’s illustrated
books into Urdu through
partnerships with Chi-

sion of a strong federa-
tion, empowered feder-
ating units, constitu-
tional rule, and a society
founded on dignity,
equality, and opportu-
nity for all continues to
guide the PPP.

He added that
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto's legacy
remains a beacon for a
Pakistan that is secure
in its defence, unwaver-
ing in the protection of
its people's rights and
steadfast in its support
for the just struggle of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The Chairman of
PPP further said in his
message that Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto was not merely
the first elected woman
Prime Minister of the Is-
lamic world, adding that

Kashmiris sacrificing lives for freedom from
Indian occupation: APHC

SRINAGAR (INP):
In Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and
Kashmir, the All Par-
ties Hurriyat Confer-
ence has said that the
Kashmiris® steadfas
ness and the sacrifices
of youth are aimed at
ending the age-old In-
dian slavery and se-
curing the right to self-
determination.

According  to
Kashmir Media Ser-
vice, APHC spokes-
man Advocate Abdul
Ra

opportunity and jus-
tice,” he said.

Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said that despite
imprisonment, persecu-
tion and years of exile,
Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto never
wavered in her struggle
against dictatorship and
their puppets With ex-
traordinary courage and
unshakable resolve, she
led historic movements
for the restoration of
democracy and the su-
premacy of the 1973
Constitution. “Her mar-
tyrdom silenced neither
her message nor her mis-
sion. Her legacy lives on
in every woman who
dares to break barriers,
every young person
who dreams of a brighter
tomorrow, and every citi-
zen who stands for de-
mocracy.

martyrs. We are duty- worth billions razed to
bound to safeguard our the ground and looted,
art; d and sexual assault and
rape used as a
weapon of war.

Urging people to
stand for their just
cause and unity, the
APHC said supporting
Hindutva, RSS, BJP
and its allied parties is
tantamount to treason
against the blood of’
martyrs. “Indian au-
thorities are misleading
the world community
by portraying people’s
participation in so-
called New Delhi
LG’s official
programmes as a ver-
dict in their favour. It
is a prerequisite to
convey a strong mes-
sage to the world

y that we

tivities lhal canbe det-
rimental to our move- Expressing seri-
ment,” he said. ous concern over the

The APHC said continued illegal de-
the Indian BJP tention of Hurriyat
government’s brutal leaders and activists,
acts and tactics can- and  cordon-and-
not deter the Kashmiri search operations by
people from pursuing Indian forces, the
their mission. APHC said: “We are

“Even ifitmacad- receiving reports that
amizes our roads with youth, and particularly
gold or silver, we will in some areas even
still not accept ifs su-  young girls, are being
premacy,” it added. summoned by forces’
The APHC said that personnel in the Valley
over the past 78 years, and Jammu region,

is
Ive to take the on-

NA approves 89 demands for grants worth
Rs40.48 trillion for 29 ministries and divisions

Rs36 billion for commu-
nications-related expen-
ditures. Lawmakers also
approved Rs25 billion
for the Pakistan Post Of-
fice Department, Rs17
billion for defence-re-
lated expenditures,
Rs3.89 billion for the Cli-
mate Change Division,
Rs68.17 billion for the
Foreign Affairs Divi-
sion, Rs22.31 billion for
the Housing and Works
Division, and more than
Rs2.33 billion for the
Human Rights Division.
The assembly further
approved two demands
for grants totaling more
than Rs27.99 billion for
the Commerce Division,
five grants worth over
Rs125 billion for the
icati ivi-
sion, five grants exceed-
ing Rs30.67 trillion for
the Defence and De-
fence Division, and two

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Ntional Assembly ap-
proved the demands for
grants submitted by
various ministries and
divisions through a ma-
Jjority vote paving the
‘way for the allocation of
funds under the federal
budget.

The National As-
sembly session com-
menced under the chair-
manship of Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, dur-
ing which Finance Min-
ister Muhammad
Aurangzeb presented
the demands for grants.

The House ap-
proved a grant of Rs22
billion for atomic energy,
Rs140 million for the
New Pakistan Housing

uthority,
Rs2.35 billion for the Pa-
Kistan Nuclear Regula-
tory Authority, Rs350
‘million for the communi-
cations sector, and an- grants worth more than
other grant exceeding Rs2.11 billion for the

Defence Production Di-
vision. In addition, two
grants totaling over
Rs15.01 billion were ap-
proved for the Economic
Affairs Division, nine
grants worth more than
Rs121.26 billion for the
Federal Education and
Professional Training
Division, three grants
exceeding Rs27.57 bil-
lion for the Information
and Broadcasting Divi-
sion, and two grants to-
taling more than Rs42.07
billion for the Ministry of
Information Technol-
ogy. The House also ap-
proved two grants worth
over Rs45.04 billion for
the Interior Division and
its attached depart-
ments, two_grants ex-
ceeding Rs5.02 billion
for the Inter-Provincial
Coordination Division,
two grants totaling more
than Rs3.18 billion for
the Kashmir Affairs and
Gilgit-Baltistan Divi-

sion, and seven grants
worth over Rs24.91 bil-
lion for the Law and Jus-
tice Division.

Furthermore, two
grants exceeding Rs4.12
billion were approved
for the Ministry of Mari-
time Affairs, one grant
worth more than Rs9.03
billion for the National
Assembly, one grant ex-
ceeding Rs3.21 billion
for the Senate of Paki-
stan, two grants totaling
‘more than Rs53.28 billion
for the Ministry of Na-
tional Health Services,
one grant worth over
Rs1.20 billion for the
Ministry of Parliamen-
tary Affairs, and two
grants exceeding
Rs37.21 billion for lhc
Planning Division. he
National Assembly also
approved two demands
for grants worth more
than Rs1.74 billion for
the Privatisation Divi-
sion.

Pakistan, China
celebrate diplomatic ties
with renewed commitment
to CPEC 2.0

ISLAMABAD (INP): on industrial coopera-
Pakistani and Chinese tion, technology trans-
officials marked the 75th ~ fer, innovation and spe-
anniversary of diplo- cial economic zones.
‘matic relations between He also highlighted
the two countries at a the role of Sindh and
ceremony in Karachi, re- - Karachi in future trade,
affirming support for investment and connec-
deeper economic and nvllypmjecls involving
strategic cooperation, Chin:

including the next phase
of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEQ).

The event was
tended by senior politi-
cal leadérs, diplomats,
business executives and
military officials from
both countries, accord-
ing toa Gwadar Pro's re-
port. Pakistan Peoples
Party Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari said the
Pakistan-China relation-
ship had remained resil-
ient through regional
and global challenges
and dc;cribcd the two
counlncs as “iron broth-

Smdh Chief Minis.
ter Murad Ali Shah said
the relationship be-
tween Islamabad and
Beijing remained one of
Pakistan’s strongest dip-
lomatic partnerships and
noted ongoing Chinese
investment in transport,
energy, industrial and
infrastructure projects
in Sindh.

In a video message,
the Chinese ambassador
to Pakistan described
the two countries as “all-
weather strategic coop-
i " and

CPEC would place
greater emphasis on in-
dustrialization, ad-
vanced manufacturing
and economic modemn-
ization.

g

Bllawal said the
next phase of CPEC,
commonly referred to as
CPEC 2.0, would focus

Abraham Accords are
“unacceptable as they
come into collision with
our fundamental
ideology”: Khawaja Asif

ISLAMABAD (INP):
Pakistan’s Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Asif has
said that the Abraham
Accords are “unaccept-
able, as they come into
collision with our funda-
‘mental ideology”.
Talking to a private
television channel, de-
fence minister denied
any progress in this re-
spect, “neither someone
has said to us,” he re-
plied, while asked about
the US State Department
or someone else has
contacted for it. “Even
our passport not carry-
ing the name of Israel,”
he further said.
Khawaja Asif said
that the Gaza agreement
15 still being violated.
low could we sit with
those, who are not reli-
able fora single day”.
Pakistan’s defence
‘minister said that Presi-
dent Trump has been
successful because of
his unconventional ap-
proach, “His all peace

talks have become suc-
cessful”. U.S. President
Donald ?Trump said on
Monday that he asked
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Pa-
kistan, Turkey, Egypt
and Jordan to join the
Abraham Accords en
?masse to normalize re-
lations with Israel as he
tries to negotiate an
agreement to end the
war with Iran. Pakistan
rejected the proposal
None of the other coun-
tries has so far publicly
reacted to Trump’s de-
mand and a positive re-
sponse was unlikely
when the public mistrust
of Israel in these Mus-
lim nations remains high
over the scale of its mili-
tary offensive in ?Gaza.
Tramp said he spoke on
Saturday to leaders of
those countries, as well
asthe Umled Arab Emir-
ates and B; in, which
have already “signed the
accords, a set of agree-
ments to normalize rela-
tions with Israel.

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Economic Affairs, Muhammad Humair Karim, and Asian Development
Bank (ADB) Deputy Country Director, Hussain Haider, sign the USD 700 million Policy-Based Loan]

for the Insurance Transformation Program.

going freedom move-
ment to its logical con-
clusion at all co:

“We will never al-
low anybody to barter
the precious blood of

Kashmiris have ren- mostly in Rajouri,
dered unparalleled Poonch, Doda and
sacrifices, with thou- Kishtwar. T! s ex-
sands of people de- tremely humiliating,
tained and brutally tor- unbearable and unac-
tured, properties ceptable.”

pursue a chunshud
mission of freedom
and in no way justify,
defend or favour these
sponsored events and
rallies,” it added.

[CHINA: Chairman Prime Minister's Youth Programme Rana Mashood Ahmed khan in a meeting
with founder of Tang chinese Education.

Next 24 hours critical as storms, flood risks
loom cross Pakistan: NDMA

ISLAMABAD
(INP): Disaster Man-
agement Authority
(NDMA) has issued a
nationwide weather
alert, warning that
strong winds, dust
storms,  thunder-
storms, heavy rainfall,
urban flooding and gla-
cier related flood risks
could affect several
parts of the country
over the next 12 to 24
hours, with vulnerable
mountainous regions
facing an elevated
threat of Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods
(GLOFs).

The alert was
sued by the NDM.

pattern w:
with the seasonal fore-
cast released three to
four months carlier.

The authority said
it had already shared
advance warnings
with all relevant fed-
eral, provincial and
trictlevel institutions to
ensure preparedness
and timely response to
any emergency situa-
tion.

According to the
advisory, widespread
rain accompanied by
strong winds, dust
storms and thunder-
storms is expected in
- Islamabad,
Rawalpindi and sev-
National Emergencies eral districts of
Operation Centre Punjab, including
(NEOC), which said Murree ttock,
the prevailing weather Chakwal Talagang,

Mandi Bahauddin, Shigar, Neclum Valley,
Sargodha, Gujrat, Muzaffarabad,
Jhelum, Sialkot, Rawalakot, Bagh,
Gujranwala, Kotli,Poonch, Hattian,
Hafizabad, Lahore, Mirpur and Bhimber.
Faisalabad, Khushab, The NDMA sepa-

Jhang, Mianwali, Dua
Ghazi Khan, Kasur,
Okara, Sahlwal
Multan, Bahawalpur
and Rahim Yar Khan.

Authorities have
also warned of pos-
sible urban flooding in
Islamabad
Rawalpindi and other
parts of the Potohar
region.

In Gilgit-Baltistan
and Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, rain and
thunderstorms are
forecast in Gilgit,

rately warned of a
heightened risk of
GLOFs and flash
floods in northern re-
gions due to rapidly
melting glaciers and
rising temperatures.
Areas identified as
particularly vulnerable
include Hunza, Nagar,
Ghizer, Skardu, Shigar,
Ghanche, Astore and
Diamer in Gilgit-
Baltistan, as well as
Upper and Lower
Chitral, Swat, Kalam,
Bahrain and Arkari in

Skardu, Diamer, K h y b e r
Astore, Ghizer, Pakhtunkhwa.
Hunza, Ghanche, The authority said
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Qila Saifullah Assault Case: Main Suspects Arrested
Within 24 Hours Followmg Balochistan CM’s Orders

NEWS DESK: The
main suspects involved
in the alleged sexual
assault and torture of
a young man in Qila
Saifullah have been
arrested within 24
hours after the Chlef
Minister
Balochistan ordered
immediate  action
against those respon-
sible.

The development
was confirmed by
Shahid Rind, spokes-
person  for  the
Balochistan govern-
ment, who said the
provmcnal administra-
tion took swift notice
of the incident and di-
rected law enforce-
ment agencies to ap-
prehend the accused
without delay.

“The Chief Minis-
ter ordered the arrest
of the culprits within
24 hours after taking
notice of the assault
and torture incident.

lence and abuse,” he
added.

Expressing soli-
darity with the af-
fected family, Rind
stated that the Gov-
ernment of
Balochistan shares
their grief and stands

the victim and his fam-
ily. “Those involved in
such a heinous crime
will be brought to jus-
tice.

There will be no
leniency for individuals
accused of crimes in-
volving sexual vio-

Acting on these direc-
tives, the principal sus-
pects have now been
taken into custody,”
Rind said.

He emphasized
that the provincial gov-
ernment is committed
to ensuring justice for

y them during this
dlﬂlcull time. He as-
sured that the case
would be pursued vig-
orously and that all le-
gal avenues would be
utilized to ensure ex-
emplary punishment
for the accused.

“Elements in-
volved in such abhor-
rent crimes deserve
no forgiveness. They
are accountable both
before the law and so-
ciety, and the govern-
ment will ensure that
they reach their logi-
cal end through eﬂéc-
tive legal prosecution,”
he said.

The Qila Saifullah
assault case has trig-
gered widespread out-

across
Balochistan, with calls
for swift justice and
stricter measures to
combat sexual vio-
lence and protect vul-
nerable members of|
society.

Balochistan Seeks Fair Water
Share from Indus River as
Irrigation Officials Review

Sukkur Barrage Operations

SUKKUR: Superinten- Mudassar Zafar Khoso
dent Engineer of the Ir- expressed concern over
rigation Circle the inadequate supply
Naseerabad, Mudassar  of water to Balochistan
Zafar Khoso, accompa-  through the Kirthar Ca-
nied by Executive Engi- nal, stating that the prov-
neer Kirthar Canal ince is not receiving its
Ghulam Muhammad rightful share of water.
Badini, visited Sukkur He said the shortage has
Barrage toreview water severelyaffected farmers

bution mechanisms.

According  to
Khoso, water is cur-
rently ﬂowmg through
Sindh’s irrigation sys-
tem; however, the quan-
tit reaching
Balochistan from the
Indus River remains in-
sufficient.

He remarked that
the water being sup-

in Usta Muhammad,
Jaffarabad, and several

dmnbuuon and ongo-

CM Sarfraz Bugti outlines education, healthcare,
governance and security reforms after the approval

Quscem Shah, Ali

QUETTA ChiefMinister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Sunday said the ap-
proval  of  the
Balochistan Budget
2026-27 reflects the pro-
vincial government’s
commitment to improv-
ing education,
healthcare, governance
and public services
while continuing efforts
to strengthen security
across the province.
Addressing the
concluding session of
the Balochistan Assem-
bly, Bugti said his gov-
ernment had focused on
restoring public confi-
dence through merit-
based recruitment, ins
tutional reforms and im-
proved service delivery.
The chief minister
said nearly 15,000 of the
province’s 15,370
schools are now opera-
tional, while over 14,000
teachers have been re-
cruited on merit. He
added that more than
3,200 schools have been
rehabilitated and around

of the Balochistan Budget 2026-27

o

Health Units have be-
come fully functional,
‘while medicine availabil-
ity has increased signifi-
cantly. Bugti also said
1o new polio case has
been reported in
Balochistan since No-
vember 2024 and vacci-
nation coverage has im-
proved.

On governance re-

720,000 children en-
rolled. According to
Bugti, the number of out-
of-school children has
declined by 14%, youth
literacy has increased
from 49% to 60%, and
school dropout rates
have also improved.
Highlighting devel-
opments in the health
sector, he said more than

the average time re-
quired to process official
files has fallen from 92
days to 13 days, and de-
velopment spending
reached full utilisation
during the fiscal year.
Looking ahead,
Bugti announced sev-
eral projects under the
Balochistan Budget
2026-27, including the

connectivity, solar en-
ergy projects for remote
areas, new Union Coun-
cil offices and wider
telemedicine services.
He also announced that
a scholarship
programme for girls from
Balochistan will begin
onJuly 1.

Speaking on secu-
rity, Bugti said the gov-
ernment remains open to
dialogue with political
groups that accept the
Constitution of Pakistan
but ruled out negotia-
tions with militant
organisations.

He also

prDJ ects related to irriga-
tion infrastructure. gions, while some areas

During the visit, SE  are also facing difficul-
Trrigation Smdh Iftikhar ties i i

Ahmed Lango briefed
the delegation on agri-
cultural water distribu-
tion, canal operations,
and development activi-
ties currently underway
at the barrage.

Senior officials from
the Sindh Irrigation De-
partment were also
present on the occasion.

Speaking to offi-
cials during the visit,

Sibi Municipal Committee
Accelerates Rainwater
Drainage Operations Across
City Following Heavy Rainfall

other agricultural re- plied to the province is
“far below its actual re-
quirements,” creating
serious challenges for
agriculture and local
communities.

He urged Sindh irri-
gation authorities to en-
sure the immediate re-
lease of 2,400 cusecs of
water into the Kirthar
Canal and called for the
timely completion of de-
velopment work at
Sukkur Barrage to im-
prove water delivery to
downstream regions.

The irrigation offi-
cial noted that the visit
was conducted on the
directives of Provincial

inister for Irrigation
Mir Muhammad Sadiq
Umrani and Secretary Ir-
rigation Suhail-ur-
Rehman Baloch to as-
sess water availability in
Sindh’s canal network

and review water distri-

higher compensation
packages for the families
of martyred security per-
sonnel and civilian vic-
tims, along with a 10%
salary increase for per-

sonnel serving in
specialised counter-ter-
rorism units.

The chief minister
said the government’s
priority remains sustain-
able development, im-
proved governance and
lasting peace across

2,800 healtheare workers  forms, the chicfminister proposed  Quetta
Were recruitedand 4,519 said attendance in gov- People’s Train connect-
doctors promoted. He ~ernment offices has in- mgSanabandKuchlak
added that 164 Basic _creased of fibi

1 teams
became active early in
the morning and de-
ployed heavy machin-
ery and sanifation staff
to low-lyingareas, major
roads, streets, and resi-
dential neighborhoods
affected by rainwater ac-
cumulation.

The objective of
the operation is to en-
sure the rapid removal of
stagnant water, minimize
for resi-
dents, and maintain the
smooth flow of traffic

SIBI: ing recent quickly as possible.
rainfall in the city, the District administra-
Municipal Committee tion and municipal au-
Sibi has launched an ex- thorities are continu-
tensive rainwater drain- ously monitoring the
age operation across progress of the opera-
various neighborhoods tion to ensure effective
and major roads to re- drainage in all affected
store normal conditions areas.
and facilitate smooth Officials stated that
public movement, every available resource
e operation is is being utilized to pre-
being carried out under vent water from remain-
the special dxrecuves of ing stagnant and to pro-
i vide maximum relief to
citizens.

bi Dir
sion Asadullah Falz and

Irrigation Officials Review Water Distribution in
Naseerabad Dlrect F air Supply to Tail-End Farmers

NASEERABAD: Super-
intendent Engineer Irri-
gation Circle
Naseerabad Mudassar
Zafar Khoso conducted
an extensive inspection
of Temple Branch Canal
and several associated
minors, including RD-73,
RD-64, RD-54, and RD-
34, to review the ongo-
ing agricultural water
distribution process and
ensure equitable supply
to farmers.

During the visit, the
superintendent engineer
instructed concerned
officials to guarantee
that farmers Tocated at
the tail-end of the
Temple Branch receive
their allocated share of
irrigation water without
discrimination.

He emphasized that
any negligence or delay
in water delivery would
not be tolerated.

The inspection
team received a detailed
briefing on water flow

Khoso str

engmeers and field staff
must perform their duties
with honesty, dedica-
tion, and a strong sense
of responsibility.

He du'ected officials
to further strengthen
monitoring mechanisms
to ensure fair and trans-
parent water distribution
from the head of the ca-

He noted that ef‘fe
tive supervision is es-
sential to prevent short-
ages and ensure that
farmers do not face dif-
ficulties during the irri-
gation season.

The irrigation de-
partment, he added, re-
‘mains committed to pro-
viding water to all com-
mand areas in accor-
dance with approved al-
locations.

-
condmons and dlslnbu-
tion mechanisms from
Sub-Divisional Officer
Syed Amjad Shah and
engineers Imtiaz Ali
Khoso
and Waseem
Ahmed Behrani, who
outlined the current sta-
tus of irrigation opera-
tions across the com-
mand area.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Mudassar Zafar

nal system to its tail-end
reaches.

Khoso  further
stated that the Irrigation
Department is playing a
proactive role in irrigat-
ing agricultural lands
and supporting farmers'
livelihoods.

He described the
economic stability and
prosperity of farmers as
one of the department’s
top priorities, emphasiz-
ing that adequate water
supply is crucial for ag-
ricultural productivity
and rural development.

The visit reflects
ongoing efforts by irri-
gation authorities to im-
prove water manage-
ment practices,
strengthen oversight,
and ensure the fair dis-
tribution of water re-
sources throughout
Naseerabad’s agricul-
tural zones.

Superintendent En-
gineer Mudassar Zafar
Khoso inspects Temple
Branch Canal and asso-
ciated minors.

Deputy C
Sibi Major (R) llyas
Kabzai, with instruc-

Authorities empha-
sized that public conve-
nience remains a top pri-

throughout the city.
According to offi-

tions from Chairman Mu- cials, the drainage cam- ority and assured resi-
nicipal Committee Sardar  paign is aimed at ad- dents that rainwater
Muhammad ~ Khan dressing post-rainfall drainage efforts will

continue until all af-
fected roads, streets,

Khajjak and supervision
by the Chief Officer of
the Municipal Commit- ~ging, and restoring nor-  and low-lying arcas are
tee Sibi. mal civic activities as _cleared.

District Administration Barkhan
Launches Anti-Encroachment
Drive, Demolishes Illegal
Structures on Government Land

BARKHAN: Acting on
|he directives of Deputy
Saced-ur-
Rehman Kakar, the dis-
trict administration car-
ried
out a major anti-en-
croachment operation in  be taken against anyone
Rakhni, targeting llegal ~ found violating land and
structures built on gov- property regulations in
ernment land. the future.
The operation was ﬂ
s

challenges, preventing
prolonged waterlog-

The administration
further stated that its
to protect
public assets, eliminate
encroachments, and up-
hold the rule of law will
continue without inter-
ruption to ensure the
proper use and preser-
vation of government
land.

cupying or constructing
structures on govern-

roperty
wnhout legal authoriza-

5

Ofﬁcials warned
thatstrict legal action will

supervised by Assistant
Commissioner Barkhan
Ehsamuddin Kakar and
Naib Tehsildar Rakhni
Karim Bakhsh. During
the action, several ille-

KESCO and FIA Crack Down on Power Theft in Quetta, Illegal
Transformer Recovered During Midnight Operation

QUETTA: Inamajor op-
eration against electric-
ity theft, teams from the
Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) Task
Force and Quetta Elec-
tric Supply Company
(KESCO) conducted a
joint raid in the Western
Bypass Khali area of
Quetta, uncoveringa so-
phisticated power theft
network linked to a pri-
vate water supply
scheme.

The operation was
carried out at approxi-
mately 1:00 a.m. on the
special directives of
KESCO Chief Executive
Officer  Engineer
Shaukat Ali Jogezai.

The raid was con-
ducted jointly by the FIA
Task Force and teams

from KESCO’s Sariab cealed transformer. Au- tricity theftis completely
Operation Division un- thorities confirmed that eliminate

der the jurisdiction of theillegal sctupwasbe-  He directed all
Karani Sub-Division.  ing used to obtain elec-  KESCO operation circles

According to offi-
cials, a private water
supply scheme was
found illegally drawing
electricity directly from
11KV jumpers to oper-
ate a water bore without
authorization.,

Further investiga-
tion revealed that an-
other bore was also re-
ceiving power through a
50 kVA transformer that
had been secretly buried
underground to avoid
detection.

During the opera-
tion, the joint teams car-
ried out excavation work
at the site and success-
fully recovered the con-

tricity unlawfully and
bypass official metering
and billing systems.

A suspect involved
in the electricity theft op-
eration was arrested on
the spot and handed
over to the FIA for fur-
ther legal proceedings.

Commenting on the
successful  action,
KESCO CEO Engineer
Shaukat Ali Jogezai
praised the efforts of the

Force and the
Sariab Operation Divi-
sion teams.

He stated that anti-
power theft operations
would continue without
interruption until elec-

towork closely with FIA
Task Force teams and
carry out indiscriminate
actions against power
thieves in their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

The objective, he
said, is to ensure strict
legal action against of-
fenders while improving
the overall performance
and financial stability of
the power utility.

‘Engineer Jogezai re-
affirmed KESCO’s com-
mitment to protecting
national resources and
eradicating electricity
theft, emphasizing that
all available measures
will continue to be uti-

lized to curb power
losses and strengthen
the power distribution

ystem.

FIA Task Force and
KESCO conduct Jolm
anti-power theft rai
Quetta. Illegal eleclnclly
supply detected at a pri-
vate  water supply
scheme. Power allegedly
stolen directly from 11
KV ji Y jumpers Hidden 50

shops
and residential build-
ings occupying state-
owned land were demol-
ished.

According to dis-
trict administration offi-
cials, the operation was

undertaken to reclaim | 5o Tesi Date.

government property, | AN

enforce the rule of law, =}
Tisl Dt

and prevent unautho-
rized occupation of pub-
lic land.

Authorities empha-
sized that illegal en-
croachments and unau-
thorized

BHNH

land will not

=

recov-
ered during excavation.
Suspect arrested and
handed over to FIA for
legal action. KESCO
CEO Shaukat Ali Jogezai
orders continued crack-
down on power theft.
Authorities pledge strict
action to protect na-
tional resources and re-
duce power losses.

be tolerated under any

They reiterated that
indiscriminate action
against land grabbers
and  encroachment
mafias will continue
across the district.

CHIEF ENGINEER

The district admin- CWPPEH DEPARTMENT,
istration appealed to the | ppg me.568020-06-2026 HASEERABAD ZOKE.

public to refrain from oc- | R
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BUDGET 2026-27 : NA panel questions climate levy

NEWS DESK:A parlia-
mentary committee on
Saturday raised con-
cerns over the proposed
carbon levy amid grow-
ing climate challenges,
warned that reduced du-
ties on scrap could cre-
ate environmental risks
and approved an in-
crease in Islamabad’s
token tax that is likely to
affect middle-class ve-
hicle owners.

The National As-
sembly Standing Com-
mittee on Finance and
Revenue reviewed the
National Tariff Policy
2025-30 in detail, focus-
ingon the phased reduc-
tion in import duties.
Lawmakers asked tax au-
thorities to redraft the
proposed climate levy,
stressing that it must be
backed Dy a clear and
defined objective.

Commerce Secre-
tary Jawad Paul briefed
the committee, while
Commerce Minister Jam
Kamal remained absent.

Since last year, the
committee, chaired by

ther scrutinised the pro-
posed amendments to
the Petroleum Products
(Petro—-leum Levy) Ordi-
nance, 1961, with par-
ticular  focus  on
strengthening enforce-
‘ment against defaulting
oil marketing compa-
nies.

Mr Qamar observed
that oil marketing com-
panies merely acted as
collection agents for
government levies and,
therefore, could not be
permitted to retain pub-
lic funds.

Expressing serious
concern over delays in
the recovery of petro-
leum levies,

he directed the gov-
ernment to introduce a
strict inbuilt enforce-
‘ment mechanism provid-
ing for suspension of
product supplies to any
defaulting oil marketing
company after 30 days
of non-payment,

while eliminating
discretionary extensions
or instalment facilities
that weakened compli-

MNA Naveed Qamar, e ance.
has undertaken a underthe IMF’s climate that an agreement had tices would damage Mr Qamar coun- consumed without leader in climate support The chairman di-
clause-by-clause review resilience framework. been signed with the Pakistan’s image. “You tered  that  the projects. but had gradually lost rected the Petroleum Di-
ofthe Finance Bill. Last Members debated col- IMF on climate resil- takemoney fromthe IMF, government’s approach This is a complete that position. She urged ~vision to redraft the pro-
year, it held 12 meetings lection of the carbon ience. impose levies, but start amounted to “lip ser- failure,” he said, press- the government to re- posedlegislative amend-
|orev|ew|he legislation. suppon levy from citi- Committee chair- no projects,” he re- vice” on climate, with ingofficials topresentat claim that standing, mentsto

took zens igthe  man Mr Qamar, however, marked. policies running con- leastone climate-related ~stressing that Pakistan explicitly eliminate
up the petroleum levy absence of concrete cli- criticised the govern- Officials briefed the  trary to stated commit- initiative. remained among the instalment powers for
and the newly intro- mate projects. ment for collecting lev-  committee on measures  ments. PPP lawmaker Hina countries most vulner- defaulting oil marketing
duced climate support Finance Secretary ies without initiating taken under the Resi “It is not acceptable Rabbani Khar recalled able to environmental companies and institute
levy amid concerns over Imdad Ullah Bosal in- any concrete projects, ience and Sustainability that money comes from that Pakistan was once impacts. immediate supply sus-
Pakistan’s commitments formed the committee warning that such prac- Facility programme. the IMF and is simply recognised globallyas a The committee fur- pensions.

Middle East conflict fails to Climate action takes a backseat in

deter Gulf job exodus e Cacralbudget F¥27.

allocations in the next veloping countries’ bud-  dressing climate adapta- reflected in the fiscal al-
fiscal year’s federal bud- gets and fiscal space for tion issues, in particular locations, but there
get again fall short of climate action, as it was heat stress, is_totally seems to be a general
putting Pakistan on a to push for multilateral missing. Two interna- disregard for this loom-
path towards a climate- (global) solutions. tional reports [WB, Uni- ing disaster. The one
smart future and inclu- Overall, the climate  versity of Chicago] have good thing that came out
sive growth despite the ~budget for the next year rungthe red warningbell ~ of this budget is no new
immediate risks it poses has shrunk except for the ~ for Pakistan, stating that  taxes on renewables, but
to the country. disaster spending. Inad- one-third of global energyexpert Dr Khalid

NEWS DESK: Despite seas  Employment, Hormuzand heightened seen queuing outside
the war in the Gulf re- 143,586 Pakistanis left maritime tensions. the Dubai consulate in
gion, Pakistani workers ~ for Saudi Arabia during Over 300,000 Paki- Karachi to obtain visas.
continued to leave for the five-month period, stanis found employ- Bahrain and Qatar,
jobs incountries directly  the highest number for ment inME statesin Jan-  which were also consid-
affected by the conflict, any single destination May, led by Saudi Arabia ~ered vulnerable during
particularly during country. Saudi Arabia and UAE the conflict, continued
March. was also drawn into the Despite these de- toattract Pakistani work-

Official ~ data conflict and reportedly velopments, Pakistanis _ers. -
< 5 3 N Except for disaster ditionto thenewlyintro-  deaths due to heat stress  Waleed told Dawn that
showed that during faced multipleatiacks by - continued to seck em- .~ The data showed | 1ynggement finance, al- - duced disaster tagging. could be in Pakistan, ~pre-budget speculations
300,000 Pakicte fac?lnnginl?lfek:xf;g:? B s e Teti for Qa;:a: locations in almost all the government car- with nine districts be- that the government
e e e tined s 10,159 rneramu | limate categories have. marked Rs19bn under  coming unfivabe for hu-  would tax Solar and bat-

. : : decreased compared to the head of reconstruc- mans by 2030,” said Mr  teries bumped the prices
e e o et 1 e Jana0Y | the outgoing financial - tion, whilerec-overyand - AslamIt may be noted up nonetheless

) N g : _| year. The mitigation rehabilitation funds that scientists have Increase in revenue

UAE. month following a amongthe potential tar-— The continued out- | £, ¢ have been re- haverisen fromRsl.1bn warned that floods and e climate spend-

The largest number ~ ceasefire, intermittent ~gets during the conflict, flow of workers may Deen r - risen . The
a Juced from Rs603 billion ~ to Rs21 billion. extreme heat will become  ing has decreased, but
of Pakistani workers left~strikes by the USand -~ reccived thousands of - have helped sustain rc- | (iGed 10m 07 0 0 . limate L e oo

for Saudi Arabia, while - racl, as well as retaliatory - Pakistani workers during - mittance inflows, which | daptation monty has change minister Malik One in three additional The government aims (o

around 50,000 emigrated  attacks by Iran, contin- the first five months of had earlier been ex- . h e !
to the UAE, one of the ued to fuel uncertainty 2026, Total emigrationto pected toweaken. Remit- been slashed from Amin Aslam said the deaths due to heat will ~collect Rs20bn in the EV

countries most affected across the region. the UAE during the pe- tances reached a record R"“}’ﬁ“fiksmb“- b.‘jjd’]é"_‘ mﬂ?‘?ia“s“" Socur in P;.k‘s"" by adoption le‘éykf’s 00pe

y the war. oncerns were fur-  riod stood at around ~$4.2billioninMay while | | The geensompo- dal oy’ ashe ducs: T o A T e e Sumrom:

According to data  ther heightened by dis- 50,000, During the con- total inflows by the end | 27 97 Subsidies 8180 - foned o decrease In el cont Sy, ol Por

released by the Bureau ruptions to shipping flictin March, hundreds of FY26 are expected to | SXPT1¢! & . " perts belie Levy s-
cuts, with the energy The funding or these concerning re- sions.

of Emigrationand Over- through the Strait of of Pakistanis were also exceed the $40bn target. | ~ MY
- | sector’s allocation de-

clining to Rs423 billion
from Rs529 billion. Simi-
larly, the food, industry,
transport, and agricul-
ture sectors also faced
cuts in the proposed
budget presented by the
government on June 12.
Giovanni Maurice
Pradipta, whois a policy
adviser at global NGO
Germa-nwatch, ques-
tioned this approach.
“Given the
country’s exposure to
floods and heat waves,
adaptation and resil-
ience should receive at
least as much attention
as mitigation,” he said,
adding it was equally

“Exploitative’ telocom bill deferred | Auto financing hits record Rs369b

NEWS DESK:The auto
NEWS DESK:The Telecom Chairperson posal primarily con- about earlier versions of | sector in Pakistan is
much-touted bill aimed ~ Senator Palwasha Khan cerned the right of way  the bill. quickly returning to its
at advancing convened a meeting the (ROW) for fibreisation. She recalled that | previous upward trend
fibreisation across the next day, June 16. Talking to Dawn, duringacommittee meet- | as financing surged to
country has run into Lawmakers reject Senator Palwasha Khan  ingon Jan 19, she argued | anall-time high of Rs369
trouble after the Senate ~ clause letting telcos use  said the amendment that the PPP’s legislative | billion in May 2026, sur-
Standing Committee on public land without fee; would allow telcos toin- committee should be | passing the previous
IT and Telecom deferred  flag RsS0m penalty on  stall towers on public taken on board regard- | record of Rs368 billion

s

it, while criticism on so-  state agencies land free of charge. She ing the draft and sug- | reached in June 2022.
cial media has targeted Sherry Rehman as-  said that if a land-own- gested that it be dis- | lower borrowing c

the IT minister and sec- ~sured the house that the ing agency disalloweda cussed with Syed | aggressive promotional
tions of the telecom sec-  bill would be returned by ~ company from erectinga Naveed Qamar. offers by assemblers
tor over what critics de- the committee within telco tower in a public Responding  to | and banks, and pent-up
scribe as an ‘exploitative  two days. park or green belt, it Dawn’s questions, com- | consumer demand con-
law’.Concerns about the No PTI senator at- could face a fine of up mittee chairman Syed | tinued to fuel vehicle
intentions behind the Pa- tended the meeting, toRs50 million. Aminul Haque said the | purchases.

kistan Telecommunica- while PPP’s senator “We willamend the  bill had been deferred According to data

tion (Amendment) Bill Nadeem Ahmed Bhutto bill and at leastdelete the three times before | from the State Bank of
2026 have intensified and PML-Nsenators Dr word ‘towers’ from it. amendments were incor- | Pakistan (SBP), out-
due to the ||m|ng of the Afnan Ullah Khan and The bill will go to the porated. He said it was | standing automobile
government’s attempt to Sadia Abbasi were Senate and after that it eventually approved af- | loans rose to Rs369.12 = -
secure its passage present. will bemoved tothe Na- ter a consensus_be- | billion atthe endof May, ~ fidence. The trend is ex- borrowing costs over ~years, but that cycle was

through both houses of IT Minister Shaza tional Assembly again,” tween members of the | registering a 36% year- pected to continue sup-  the past two years. disrupted after Covid-19
parliament. Fatima and IT Secretary she said. “We have to  PML-Nand PPP. on-year increase and a porting passenger car Auto trader Sabir and the subsequent
The bill was ap- Zarar Khan told the com- protect the rights of the He acknowledged | 3% rise from April's sales, particularly in Shaikhsaida significant economic slowdown,"
proved by the National mittee that the amend- general public.” that the inclusion of | Rs359.5billion. Themile- higher-priced segments backlog of replacement  he said.According to
Assembly on June 11,2 ments were intended to The situation has ‘towers’ alongside pro- | stone marks the 18th where financing playsa demand had accumu- Shaikh, the release of
day before the presenta- accelerate fibre penetra- also placed the NA visions relating to opti- | consecutive month of crucial role.The sharp lated over the last five to ~ this pent-up demand has
tion of the federal bud- tion and support the ex-  Standing Committee on ~cal fibre had been over- | growth in auto financ- in financing comes six years as consumers coincided with lower
get 2026-27, and was pansion of internet infra- IT in an embarrassing looked bymembers dur- | ing, highlighting the despi sis- delayed upgrading ve- mark-up rates andan i
presented in the Senate ~structure across the position, as it approved ing the final sitting. sector's sustained re- pointincrease inthe SBP ~hicles amid economic ~creasing number of fi-
on June 15. country. the legislation on Feb Telecom infrastruc- | covery after several policy rate to 11.5% in uncertainty, high infla- nancing incentive
Following objec- However, after de- 12, with social media us- ture years of weak demand. ~ April. Market partici- tion and elevated financ-  fered by assemblers and
tions from PTIsenators, liberations, senators ers alleging massive In recent years, Research house pants said buyers remain  ing costs. banks. These include
who demanded that the from the PPP and PML- kickbacks to accommo- telcos have made a stra- | Topline Securities noted comfortable with pre- "People were hold- free registration, compl

proposed legislation be N deferred the measure, dale telco tower compa- ~ tegic shift towards infra- | that the latest peak re- vailing lendingrates, as  ing on to their existing mentary first-year insur-
referred to the relevant questioning why “telco structure sharing follow- | flects improving they have seen worse vehicles for longer peri- ance, tracking devices
standing committee, towers and related PPPMNAShanmla ing the implementation | affordability, better ve- rates in recent past, es- ods. Normally, many and other promotional
Senate Standing Com. equipment” had been in-  Farooqui told Dawn she ~ of the Passive Telecom | hicle availability and ~pecially compared with consumers replace their ~packages aimed at at-
mittee on IT and cluded when the pro- had strong reservations Infrastructure Policy. | stronger consumer con- the exceptionally high cars every two to three ~tracting customers.

E




SPORTS

Monday,June.22.2026

DAILY QUETTA VOICE

New Zealand eye series-levelling win against England

NEWS DESK:Kyle
Jamieson took three
wickets as New
Zealand pressed for a
series-levelling win in
the second Test after
leaving England with a
record-breaking run-
chase at the Oval on
Saturday.

England  were
182-5 at stumps on the
fourth day, needing a
further 281 runs to
reach a mammoth tar-
get of 463 runs.

The most any side
have made to win in
the fourth innings in
149 years of Test
cricket is the West
Indies's 418-7 against
Australia at St John's
in2003.

But stand-in En-
gland captain Joe Root
was still there on 75
not out having become
just the second bats-
man after retired India
great Sachin
Tendulkar to score
14,000 Test runs.

Not for the first
time in his 165-Test
career, however, Root
came in with England
deep in trouble -at 13-
2 after towering fast
bowler Jamieson took
two wickets in five
balls.

Root and Harry
Brook (58) kept New
Zealand at bay before
New Zealand first-in-
nings bowling hero
Matt Henry ended the
Yorkshire duo's enter-
taining stand of 97.

Jamieson returned
to have James Rew,
one of three England
debutants at the Oval,
Ibw on review shortly
before stumps as he
ended the day with fine
figures of 3-37 in 14
overs.

The situation was
tailor-made for the
kind of counter-at-
tacking innings associ-
ated with regular En-
gland captain Ben
Stokes.

But all-rounder
Stokes, who made 95
for county side
Durham on Saturday,
is missing from this
match after being
dropped for breaking
a team curfew follow-
ing England's 115-run
win in the first Test at
Lord's a fortnight ago.

Stokes will report-
edly return for next
week's series finale at
Trent Bridge but Root
will have debutant Jor-
dan Cox for company
at the start of

Sunday's play in south paceman had No 3
London as England try Jacob Bethell plumb
to stop New Zealand Ibw for a duck.

from levelling this Root, the England
three-match series at  captain before Stokes
1-1.The fourth over of took over four years
England's chase saw ago, needed just two
Emilio Gay (11) clip runs to join Tendulkar
Jamieson to midwicket in an exclusive club
and four balls later the and a quick single off

Henry took him to
14,000 Test runs.
The 35-year-old,
somewhat shyly given
he was two not out,
raised his bat as the
Oval crowd applauded
his achievement.
Tendulkar's
15,921 runs from 200

Tesls could be Root's
next target.

But Root could
only watch as Ben
Duckett, on nine, reck-
lessly tried to hook a
Will O'Rourke delivery
way above his head
and spooned a simple
catch to  short

midwicket.New bats-
man Brook, showed
better judgment in
what to hit, with En-
gland needing to at-
tack to have any
chance of chasing
down their imposing

tal.
He lofted Nathan

Smith for a superb
legside six and went
down the pitch to drive
Jamieson for four dur-
ing a 33-ball fifty fea-
turing 46 runs -- 10
fours and a six -- in
boundaries.

Brook, however,
could only manage
seven more runs from
his next 21 deliveries
as the Black Caps re-
gained control in the
field and he eventually
edged Henry, who had
taken five wickets in
England's first innings,
to slip.

Root, who over-
turned being given out
1bw on 44, went to his
fifty by elegantly guid-
ing Jamieson to the
third man rope for an
cighth four in 81 balls
faced.

Earlier New
Zealand were dis-

| missed for 362 in their
| second innings after

resuming on 252-3.
Henry Nicholls, in
for retired New
Zealand great Kane
Williamson, added just
two runs to his over-
night 119, but Daryl
Mitchell kept the runs
coming with 68 after
being dropped off
Saturday's first ball.

Yamal scores on injury return
as Spain thrash Saudi Arabia

NEWS DESK:Lamine
Yamal’s return sparked
Spain’s World Cup into
life as the European
champions ran riot to
beat Saudi Arabia 4-0 in
Atlanta.

Making his first
start in two months af-
ter a hamstring injury,
Yamal ended La Roja’s
long wait for a World
Cup goal just 10 minutes
in.

Mikel Oyarzabal
then struck twice to put
Luis de la Fuente’s men
3-0 up inside 24 minutes.

De la Fuente’s care-
ful management of
Yamal’s minutes contin-
ued as the Barcelona
superstar was replaced
at half-time before
Hassan al-Tambakti’s
own goal rounded off
the scoring.

Victory propels
Spain to the top of
Group ‘H’ ahead of
Uruguay's meeting with
Cape Verde later on Sun-

ay.
Billed as one of the
re-tournament
favourites, Spain got off
to a slow start in a 0-0
draw against debutants
Cape Verde.
A pedestrian perfor-
mance despite dominat-
ng possession only
hlghhghled the impor-
tance of Yamal to their
quest to be world cham-
pions for a second time.
e la Fuente also
warned his players had
been “stung” by the
criticism they faced fol-

lowing their opening re-
sult and they responded
emphatically.

Yamal’s return was
one of four changes in
total with Pedro Porro,
Dani Olmo and Alex
Baena also coming into
the starting line-up.

After over 2,500
passes and 50 attempts
at goal since their last
World Cup goal, Spain
finally found the net and
fittingly Yamal made the
breakthrough.

Oyarzabal found
space in behind the
Saudi defence and his
low cross picked out the
18-year-old to slot in at
the back post.

The Saudis held
Uruguay 1-1 in their
opening game but there
was little evidence that
the billions splashed to
raise the level of their

NEWS DESK:Germany
reached the World Cup
knockout phase for the
first time since 2014 with
a dramatic come-from-
behind 2-1 victory over
Tvory Coast on Satur-
da;

"Substitute Deniz
Undav scored twice, in-
cluding the crucial goal
four minutes into injury
time, triggering a mas-
sive roar from the over-
whelmingly pro-German
crowd of 43,000 in
Toronto.

Germany had not
advanced from the
group stage since win-
ning the 2014 tourna-
‘ment in Brazil, and coach
Julian Nagelsmann had
been under huge pres-
sure to make that break-

rough.
A first-half goal by
Franck Kessie gave the
Ivorians a 30th-minute
lead.

Kessie turned in
from close range follow-
ing strong work by teen-
age Ivorian phenom-
enon Yan Diomande,
who is in the sights of
some of Europe's top
clubs, including
Liverpool.

The Germans

thought they had found
the net twice in the first
half.
Nathaniel Brown's
corner in the 21st minute
was knocked into the
goal by Aleksandar
Pavlovic, but Para-
guayan referee Juan
Gabriel Benitez immedi-
ately called it back --
charging Pavlovic with
fouling Ivorian goal-
keeper Yahia Fofana.

Then, in the 38th
minute, German forward
and Arsenal star Kai
Havertz had the ball in

domestic league has luxury of replacing
aided the national team. ~ Yamal and Oyarzabal at
Coach Georgios ~the break.
Donis looked particu- The changes did
larly irked that two of not disrupt the waves of
Spain’s goals came from  Spanish attack towards
comners. the Saudi goal, but the
Oyarzabal pounced  fourth also came via a
on Aymeric Laporte’s ~comer.
flick on to give the 2010 Cucurella was af-
winners the breathing forded acres of space to
space they craved. shoot and although his
Just three minutes effort was repelled by
later, the Real Sociedad Mohammed al-Owais,
forward volleyed home  the rebound deflected in
ani Olmo’s header  off the unfortunate
for his 14th international ~ Tambakti.
goal in his last 13 caps. To round off an
Oyarzabal ~was ideal afternoon for De la
inches away froma first Fuente on his 65th birth-
half hat-trick when his ~day, Nico Williams and
audacious effort with Mikel Merino were af-
the outside of his foot ~forded valuable minutes
anarrow angle came  off the bench in the sec-
back off the crossbar.  ond period as they too
But with the job get up to match speed
done by half-time, De la  after lengthy absences
Fuente could afford the _due to injury.

the net, but it was disal- German crowd into a
lowed because of a foul frenzy as the Germans
by Bayern Munich's snapped a string of dis-
Jamal Musiala. appointments at the last
When the second two World Cups.
halfbegan, the Germans "Winning mental-
applied relentless pres- ity, team spirit -- we had
sure. exactly what you need to
The vaunted be successful in a tour-
Ivorian defence held firm  nament," Germany de-
till the 68th minute, but  fender Jonathan Tah told
ultimately the Germans MagentaTV.
broke through. "We never gave up,
ndav, of VfB wekept goingno matter

Stuttgart, volleyed in a  what. The guys coming
cross by Nadiem Amiriin  off the bench brought
the 63rd minute. energy. Deniz deserves
His second sent a special mention, out-
Nagelsmann and the standing!"

Krishna, Jaiswal power India to ODI
sweep against Afghanistan

NEWS DESK:Pace
bowler Prasidh
Krishna’s 5-23 and an
unbeaten 110
Yashasvi Jaiswal pow-
ered India to a nine-
wicket win over Af-
ghanistan in the third
One-day International
and sweep the series
3-0 on Saturday.

Krishna regis-
tered his first five-
wicket haul in ODI
cricket to help bowl
out Afghanistan for
218 in 44.2 overs de-
spite skipper
Hashmatullah
Shahidi’s 102 in
Chennai.

The left-handed
Jaiswal and Rohit
Sharma then put on
170 for the first wicket
and the hosts romped
home in 28.4 overs.

Jaiswal raised his
second ODI ton with
a six and put another
one over the fence to
take India to victory
after senior partner

<

| Rohit departed on 79

off 69 balls.

The series — the
first bilateral ODI fix-
ture between the two
nations — kickstarts
the road to the 2027

NEWS DESK:Nahida
Akter and Shorna Akter
inspired Bangladesh to
aremarkable 23-run vic-
tory against Pakistan in
their ICC Women’s T20
World Cup Group 1
match here at The Rose
Bowl on Saturday.

Shorna scored an
unbeaten 39 off 22 balls,
lifting Bangladesh from
48-4to 123-6.

In their chase,
Pakistan’s 49-0 — cour-
tesy Muneeba Ali (25)
and Gull Feroza (23) —
ina dramatic collapse be-
came 84-8 by the time
Nahida finished her spell
of three wickets for 18.
Nahida’s team-mate
Shanjida Akter Meghla
bagged three wickets for
21

Pakistan were even-
tually restricted to 100-
8, slipping to their third
loss in as many outings
in the global event. Ear-
lier, the Fatima Sana-led
side lost their tourna-
‘ment opener to arch-ri-
vals India by 64 runs in
Birmingham and then
suffered a two-wicket
defeat at the hands of
South Africa at the same
venue.

Bangladesh, mean-
while, boo-sted their
semi-final hopes as they
moved up to the third
spot with two wins in

ODI World Cup in
South Africa, Zimba-
bwe and Namibia.

Krishna started
India’s domination as
he took the first four
wickets as Afghani-
stan slumped to 36-4
before Shahidi struck
his maiden ODI ton.

Afghanistan
elected to bat first, but
Krishna sent back
Rahmanullah Gurbaz
(5), Rahmat Shah (5)
and ITbrahim Zadran
(11), all three batters
caught

three games, achieving
two victories in a single
T20 World Cup for the
first time since the 2014
edition.

THIRD CONSECU-
TIVE WIN FOR AUS-

=

Earlier on Saturday,
Australia earned a third
convincing win at the
event when the
crushed the Netherlands
by 98 runs at the same
venue.

Australia reached
200 in the World Cup for
the first time and
equalled the highest-
ever tournament total,
219-6. The Netherlands
in the chase were re-
stricted to 121-3.

Rohit.Darwish Rasooli
was next out for one
before Shahidi and
Azmatullah Omarzai,
who made 50, put on
105 for the fifth
wicket to thwart the
opposition bowling.It
was only temporary,
though, as Prince
Yadav broke through
to dismiss Omarzai
after the batters’ ninth
ODI half-century.
Mohammad Nabi
made 21 in another
stand with Shahidi be-
fore wickets tumbled.

Pakistan women lose to Bangladesh
at T20 World Cup

Australian opener
Beth Mooney retired on
74 0ff 42 balls with a stiff
back but recovered later.
Mooney shared 50 off
28 balls for the opening
wicket with Georgia Voll
(17) and 101 off 35 with
Ash Gardner (58), who
returned from an ankle
sprain. Georgia Warcham
swept Australia past 200
with410ff 18.

The Netherlands,
appearing in their first
World Cup, were never
going to chase down 220
but captain Babette de
Leede and Sterre Kalis
combined for 96 from 91
balls from the fourth
over to the 19th. Kalis,
dropped on 21 and 40,

Shahidi suffered
cramps in hot and hu-
mid Chennai and
limped towards the
back end ofhis innings
but reached his hun-
dred with a four off
Washington Sundar.

The captain soon
fell to Krishna, who
took his fifth to wrap
up the innings.

Jaiswal and Rohit
came out and hit regu-
lar boundaries to pum-
mel the opposition at-
tack and put India on
course.

was bowled for 44 and
de Leede made 56 not
out off 57.

On Friday, New
Zealand kept their hopes
of defending their crown
alive with a thrilling four-
run win over Ireland in
Southampton.

Defeat for the Kiwis,
who had lost their pre-
vious two games, would
have left them teetering
on the brink of an early

ight home but instead
they move up to fourth
in Group Two.

However, they are
not out of the woods yet
as they may need to win
their final two group
games and rely on other
results going their way.
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BUDGET AT A

GLANCE 2026-27

(Rs in Million)

Budget | Revised Budget Budget  Revised Budget
Particulars Estimates  Estimates  Estimates  Particulars Estimates  Estimates  Estimates
202526 20526 202627 202526 202526 202627
A. REVENUE RECEIPTS 932,059.486  876,423.653  1,019,033.081 D. CURRENT REVE] . EXPENDITURE 614,156.765  607,632.859 771,426.719
Eg;ig;&ﬁ(]’“ FEDERAL 801,665.848 786210343  834,446.887  Goneral Public Service 155,148.706  132,865.820 270,531,502
Divisible Pool 713621874 713,621.874 771390094  Public Order and Safety Affirs 113,500275  98,559.021  107,992.025
Straight Transfers 20543974 22297199 23743440  FEconomic Affuirs 65008854 92841789 81832.604
Non-Development Grants 18000000 13000000 5000000 Environment Protection 862087 69056 104%282
Development Grants 40,500000 37291270 34313353  Housing and Community Amenitics 54304283 52,160.600  55,057.767
PROVINCIAL OWN RECEIPTS 124879288 82468201 170093266 Tealth 50732604 65730232 73991994
Provincial Tax Receipts 55843804 48734091 72410000 Recreational, Culture and Religion 8282649 10508310 8548002
Provincial Non Tax Receipts 44435394 33366421 63683266 Dducation Affairs and Services 137,547,034 125,152,590 157,288,592
g‘;i::‘:“‘] Non Tax Receipts (Lease Extension 24,600.000 367.688 34.000.000  Social Protection 18780182 29,106332  15,135.950
FOREIGN PROJECT ASSISTANCE (FPA) -
psyies, (FPA) 5514350 7745009 14492928
B. CAPITAL RECEIPTS 66,013.277 10301741 __85,284.208 E. CAPITAL EXPENDITURE - NON FOOD 22522864 22326811 22,617.116
Toans and Advances: 9522864 9261811 9217116
of Loans, 33,736,277 32200 38750406  Principal Repayment of Debt 9522864 9261811 9217.116
Forcign Project Assistance - Loan 32277000 10269541 16,533.802
Prajects Financing 0.000 0000 30000000 Investments 13,000.000 13,065,000 13,400.000
Pension & Others 13,000000 13,065,000 13,400,000
STATE TRADING - FOOD 4,205,401 0.000 0.000 F. STATE TRADING - FOOD 3,196.500 0.0003,765.000
State Trading (Revenue & Capital) 7205 401 0000 0000  State Trading (Food) 3.196.500 000 3.765.000
TOTAL NON-DEVELOPMENT EXPENDITURE | 639,876,129 629,959.670 797,808,835
G. DEVELOPMENT EXPENDITURE 336,576.045__352,601.055__ 291,550,187
Public Sector Development Program 249,450290  287,321.174 | 206,609,290
Foreign Project Assistance 30,148.868 17924473 40,383.600
Federal Funded Projects (outside PSDP) S6976.887  47,355.406  44,557.297
TOTAL (A+B+C) 1,002,278.163 886,725,394 _1,104,317.289 TOTAL (D +E+F+G) 976,452,174 982,560.723 _1,089,359.022
Cash Carty Over (Projects under Federal Grants) 26,000,000 30.610.000
Total Receipts & Cash Carry Over 1,028,278.163 1,134927.289  SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) 51,825,990 45,568.267




