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National Assembly Erupts
in Fiery Clash as
Mahmood Khan A chakzai
and Speaker Ayaz Sadiq
Trade Sharp Remarks

Haseeb Khan,
Qaseem Shah:

ISLAMABAD: Tempers flared in
the National Assembly on Tues-
day afier a heated exchange be-
tween Opposition Leader
Mahmood Khan Achakzai and
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq over consti-
tutional issues, parliamentary
conduct, provincial rights, and
the role of democratic institu-
tions.

Speaking during the Assem-
bly session, Achakzai launched a
wide-ranging critique of the fed-
eral government and the
speaker’s handling of parliamen-
tary affairs. He said the opposi-
tion would adopt a tougher stance
now that the government had
completed two and a half years in
office, arguing that Parliament
‘must function in

He further accused the gov-
ernment of weakening democratic
institutions and called for mean-
ingful dialogue with the people
of Balochistan, Sindh, and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on issues
relating to governance, constitu-
tional rights, and the ownership
of natural resources.

Responding on the Assem-
bly floor, Speaker Ayaz Sadiq
firmly rejected the allegations and
defended his conduct as custo-
dian of the House.

He said he would not allow
any speech that, in his view, tar-
geted Pakistan, its armed forcc>
or the judiciary, stressing that

safeguarding national institu-
tions. remamed his constitutional

\peskeralso challenged
the opposition’s criticism of Par-
liament, saymg that members who
of the

the Constitution and democratic
principles.

The opposition leader ques-
tioned the speaker’s decisions re-
garding the disqualification of
lawmakers, claiming constitu-
tional norms had not been
upheld.He also criticised the
government’s handling of several
politically sensitive issues, in-
cluding the reported life sentence

Leader

House conunucd to use its plat-
form extensively, often speaking
beyond their allocated time.

He further claimed that op-
position parties h

pate in parliamentary committees
despite being invited on multiple
occasions.Later, the National As
sembly Secretariat issued a sta
ment quoting Speaker Sadiq as

Achakzai and SpeakerAyaz Sadiq

awarded to Baloch Yakjehti Com-
‘mittee leader Dr. Mahrang Baloch
and the official response to re-
cent unrest in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir.

Turning to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, who was present
in the House, Achakzai referred
tothe premier’s earlier remarks on
Pakistan’s unity.

While agreeing that the
country’s future was paramount,
he argued that Pakistan’s
strength lay equally in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan,
Sindh, and Punjab, urging the fed-
eral government to ensure that
every province enjoyed equal
constitutional rights and repre-
sentation.

saying that freedom of expression
must always be exercised within
the limits of the Constitution, par-
liamentary rules, and democratic
traditions.

He added that protecting the
dignity of Parliament was among
his foremost responsibilities and
urged all elected representatives
to place national interest, sover-
eignty, and stability above politi-
cal differences.The tense ex-
change ended with opposition
lawmakers, led by Achakzai, stag-
inga ‘walkout from the National
Assembly before the speaker
concluded his remarks. Members
of Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-
F), however, remained in the
House as proceedings continued.

President Asif Ali Zardari, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Depllty Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar and others receive Iranian President Masoud P

upon his arrival in Islamabad on June 23.

Iranian President Pezeshkian,
FM Araghchi arrive in Pakistan

NEWS DESK:

Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian and Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi arrived in Paki-
stan on Tuesday.

Pezeshkian is on an official
visit to Pakistan at Prime Mi
ter Shehbaz Sharif’s invitation.

The Iranian president and
foreign minister arrived in Paki-
stan in separate planes.
Pezeshkian flew to the federal capi-
tal from Iran, while Araghchi’s last
engagement was in Oman.

President Pezeshkian, upon
his arrival at the Nur Khan
airbase, was received by Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari, PM
Shehbaz, Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar, Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvl PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari and Iran’s
envoy to Islamabad Reza Amiri
Moghaddam.

FM Araghchi was also
present to welcome his president,
according to televised footage.

Pezeshkian was accorded a
21-gun salute, while fighter jets
conducted a flypast in his
honour, state-run APP reported.
The president waved in response
to the children’s welcoming slo-
gans, it added.

FM Araghchi meets presi-
dent, PM

FM Araghchi, who was part

of the US-Iran talks in Switzerland
over the weekend, is also part of
Pezeshkian’s delegation.

Iran’s state media IRNA re-
ported that the top Iranian diplo-
mat held talks with President
Zardari and PM Shehbaz “only
hours” before Pezeshkian landed
in Pakietan

on his arrival at
Rawd]pmdl s Nur Khan airbase
carlier in the day, Araghchi was
welcomed by Dar, Naqvi and
Bilawal.
“The leadership and people
of Pakistan extend a warm wel-
come to Foreign Minister
Araghchi and the Iranian delega-
tion to Islamabad,” the Foreign
Office said (FO).

Both sides to review ‘full
spectrum’ of bilateral relations

During the visit, Pezeshkian
will meet President Asif Ali Zardari
and hold talks with PM Shehbaz,
according to the FO.

Senate Chairman Yousuf
Raza Gilani, National Assembly
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq, and Deputy
PM Dar will call on the visiting

dignitary.
“This will be Dr Pezeshkian’s
second visit to Pakistan in his

capacity as president of Iran,” the
FO said.

It said the visit would pro-
vide an opportunity for the two
sides to review the full spectrum
ofbilateral relations and explore

avenues for enhanced coopera-
tion in trade, energy, bordcr se-

Islamabad due to the closure of
the Rcd Zone in Islamabad.
, the cause list

r P k’ ex-

and  regional

connecuv y.It also termed the
visit an lmpondnl opportunity

to discuss ongoing diplomatic
engagements following the sign-
ing of the Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding, as well as
regional and international devel-
opments of mutual interest”.

“The forthcoming visit re-
flects the shared commitment of
Pakistan and Iran to further
deepen their historic and cultural
ties and underscores their com-
‘mon aspiration for peace, stabil-
ity, and sustainable progress in
the region,” the FO added.

C, FCC cancel judicial
work; govt tells Red Zone em-
ployees to work from home

The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) also cancelled judicial work

for Tuesday, due to the closure
of the Red Zone for the Iranian
president’s visit. A notification
issued by the IHC said that
Tuesday’s cause list had been
cancelled, adding that officials
were directed to work from home.

However, it added that dis-
trict courts would function as per
routine.

Similarly, the Federal Consti-
tutional Court (FCC) also an-
nounced the suspension of judi-
cial work at its principal seat in

of (he Court stands cancelled.

However, all officers and staff
shall work from home and shall
not leave the station. Besides, all
four branch registries of the court
shall remain open for judicial and
administrative work,” the notifi-
cation said.

Separately, the federal gov-
ernment issued a notification
implementing a one-day “work

om home™ directive for various
‘ministries.

According to a notification
issued by Cabinet Division Sec-
retary Kamran Ali Afzal, employ-
ces of ministries, divisions, and
government offices located inside
Islamabad’s Red Zone will work
remotely. Furthermore, autono-
mous bodies and attached depart-
ments operating within the Red
Zone will observe a full holiday.

However, essential federal
institutions and banks were ex-
empted from this order. These in-
cluded the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, the Senate, the National As-
sembly, the Cabinet Division, the
Minisiry of Finance and Revenue,
the Federal Board of Revenue,
and the ministries of foreign af-
fairs, interior, commerce, indus-
tries, law, parliamentary affairs,
and planning division, alongside
all federal banking institutions.

Pakistan-Iran Relations: Field Marshal Asim Munir Meets
President Masoud Pezeshklan for Reglonal Peace Talks

From Our Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD:Ficld Marshal
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), HJ,
COAS & CDF, called on the
President of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, Dr. Masoud
Pezeshkian, during which
views on regional develop-
ments and peace initiatives
were exchanged, the military’s
media wing said

The Iranian President ap-
preciated Pakistan’s construc-
tive and responsible role in pro-
moting dialogue, de-escalation,
and regional stability, the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) said.

He acknowledged

Pakistan’s consistent efforts to
encourage peaceful resolution
of disputes and foster under-
standing among regional stake-
holders at a time of heightened
geopolitical challenges.

Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir reiterated Pakistan’s un-
wavering commitment to
peace and stability in the re-

on.

Both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to  further
strengthening Pakistan-Iran
relations and maintaining close
consultations on issues of mu-
tual interest,

with the shared objective
of advancing peace, prosper-
ity and stability across the re-
gion.
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Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan Recognised
for Driving Governance Reforms in Balochistan

By Sheikh Abdul —
RZzaq: —
QUETTA: The role of
an efficient bureau-
cracy remains central
to effective gover-
nance, particularly in —
provinces facing com-
plex administrative
and developmental
challenges. In
Balochistan, the re-
cent recognition of
Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Shakeel
Qadir Khan, by the
provincial cabinét and
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti during
the provincial budget
session has high-
lighted the signifi-
cance of strong insti-
tutional leadership in
advancing governance
reforms.

Governance ex-
perts argue that while
elected governments
provide policy direc-
tion, successful imple-
mentation depends
largely on a capable
and professional civil
service. In
Balochistan, where is-
sues such as vast ge-
ography, infrastructure
gaps, developmental
disparities,

and security con- administrative effi- Mir Sarfraz Bugti has development vision.  Effective

cerns continue to pose  ciency, and supporting  consistently empha- The formulation of preparation requires
the provincial budget strong interdepart-
served as a key ex- mental coordination,

challenges, an cffec-
tive administrative

the provincial
government’s reform

sized the importance
of governance re-

framework is essential agenda. forms, institutional ample of this collabo- data-driven decision-
for sustainable His tenure has co-  strengthening, and im- rative governance making, and prudent
progress. incided with renewed proved public service model. allocation

Chief Secretary efforts by  the delivery. Modern budget- X
Shakeel Qadir Khan, Balochistan govern- Analysts believe making extends be- The
widely regarded as an ment to promote i that translating these yond financial ac- ment extended

experienced and com-  tutional reforms, fiscal  policy objectives into
petent civil servant, discipline, transpar-
has played a pivotal ency, and perfor-
role in enhancing in- mance-based gover- capable ofaligningad- cal management s

terdepartmental coor- nance. ministrative priorities egy, and long-term

counting and reflects a

Chief Secretary
tangible outcomes re- government’s devel- Shakeel Qadir Khan
quires a bureaucracy opment priorities, fis- by both the provincial

at- cabinet and the Chief
Minister on the floor of  ses
the Balochi

dination, strengthening ~ Chief Minister with the government’s ~planning objectives.

across the province.

Experts maintain
that institutional re-
forms are ultimately
measured by their
implementation.
Strong institutions are
built through consistent
leadership,

professionalism,
and efficient gover-
nance practices. Pub-
lic officials who uphold
these principles con-
tribute significantly to
strengthening govern-
ment institutions and
enhancing administra-
tive performance.

The recognition
accorded to Chief
Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan under-
scores the growing
importance of a pro-
fessional and respon-
sive civil service in

upporting
Balothistans develop-
ment agenda.

It also sends a
positive message
throughout the bu-
reaucracy that dedica-
tion, competence, and
commitment to public
service continue to be
valued.

As Balochistan
advances towards im-
proved governance
and sustainable devel-
opment, the partner-
ship between political
leadership and an ef-
fective administrative
structure will remain
essential.

The province’s
long-term progress will
depend not only on vi-
sionary policies but
also on the institutional
capacity required to
¢ implement them suc-
cessfully.

Forced Marriage in Islam: A Clear Violation
of Women’s Rights and Human Dlgmty

By Musavir
Durrani:
Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make

consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-
valid).

The  Qur’an
Clearly Forbids
Forced Marriages.

Allah states in
Surah An-Nisa:

<O you who be-
lieve, it is not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”

(Qur’an 4:19)

This verse was
revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-

riages. complaining that her Sahih Muslim, Hadith thers have no right to solutely no power to
Islam replaced father had married her 1419. These narra- force their daughters. force their child into

oppression with dig- without her per- tions all confirm that Parents Can Ad- marrying someone.
nity, choice, and re- ion. The Prophet the Prophet (PBUH) vise, But They Cannot Even if parents think
sponsibility. (PBUH) gave her the allowed the woman to Force. they “know what is

Prophetic  Ex- full right to reject or annul her forced mar- Islam highly re-

ample: Forced Mar- accept the marriage, riage. spects parents, but
riages Declared In- proving that con- One narration marriage choice is not
valid sent is mandatory. even states that she their right. They can

A woman once Hadith Refer- chose to remain mar- guide, suggest, and ways

came to the Prophet ences: Sahih al- ried but wanted to

best,” they cannot
override the choice of
their daughter or son.
The final decision al-

advise, belongs to the per-
Muhammad (PBUH) Bukhari, Hadith 5138. teach women that fa- but they have ab- son getting married.

is mvalld(Baul) in
Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet (PBUH) an-
nulled

marriages done
without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
‘Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in the ground,

we bury their
dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”

When a girl is
forced into a marriage,
pressured emotionally,
or told she has no
other choice, we de-
stroy her life while she
is still alive. This is the
new form of burying
women alive, and Is-
lam came to end this
injustice completely.

Forced marriage
has no place in Islam.
It is against the
Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
the dignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and

someone is physically guide, but never

control or force
marriage decisions.
“Allah gave

¢ counts as force. Any women this right, and

no one can take it
away”
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Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhail Highlights Gwadar
Port’s Strategic Role in Pakistan’s Economic Future

During Meeting w1th Chinese Diplomat

NEWS DESK: Governor
Balochistan, Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail, has ex-
pressed strong optimism
about the future of Paki-
stan and Balochistan,
emphasizing that the full
development  and
operationalization of
Gwadar Port will trigger
a “silent economic revo-
lution” with far-reaching
benefits for the region
and beyond.

The remarks were

made during a meeting
with China’s Actmg
Consul General,
Fen Deheng, in
Karachi, Political Direc-
tor Mr. Zhang Song and
Mr. Wang Zhaoxiang
were also present during
the discussions.

Gwadar Port to
Transform Pakistan into
a Regional Trade Hub
Governor Mandokhail
stated that Gwadar Port
has the potential to be-

come a strategic gate-
way connecting Paki-
stan with global eco-
nomic and commercial
networks.

He noted that Paki-
stan is uniquely posi-
tioned to serve as a
bridge between Central
Asia, South Asia, and
the Middle East, facili-

{ating trade, cultural ex-
change, and industrial
cooperation across the
region.

Our vision extends
beyond infrastructure

governor said.

Pakistan-China
Friendship Remains
Strong After 75 Years
The governor high-
lighted the enduring
friendshin b

lomatic relations.

He described the bi-
lateral partnership as a
testament to mutual
trust, cooperation, and
resilience, stating that
both nations have stood
shoulder-to-shoulder
through decades of
progress and shared
challenges.

Focus on Educa-
tion, Artificial Intelli-
gence, and Technology
Governor Mandokhail
emphasized the impor-
tance of collaboration
with China in emerging
technologies, particu-
larly Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI), innovation,
and advanced technical
education.

He said China’s ex-
pertise could help equlp

Itisa stra-
tegic step toward eco-
nomic integration, re-
gional connectivity, and
sustainable growth,” the

aki-
stan and China, noting
that the two countries
recently celebrated the
75th anniversary of dip-

an’s yout
TR
and knowledge through
partnerships with public-
Sector universities.

Balochistan Education Support Programme
(BES-II) Successfully Concludes, Benefiting Over
7 60 000 Children Across the Province

QUETTA: The Govern-
ment of Balochistan, in
collaboration with the
European Union (EU

and F, marked Ihe
successful completion of
he five-year
Balochistan Education
Support Programme
(BES-II) with a presti-
gious closing ceremony
held in Quetta.

The event was at-
tended by provincial of-
ficials, development
partners, education ex-
perts, and representa-
tives from international
organizations.

Provincial Minister
for Education, Raheela
Hameed Khan Durrani,
attended the ceremony
as the chief guest, while
Secretary Schools Edu-
cation Lal Jan Jaffar and
senior representatives
from the European
Union, UNICEE, and the

Ll L

More Than 760,000 Chil-
dren Addressing the
gathering, Lal Jan Jaffar
highlighted that the
programme, funded by
the European Union
with €17.4 million, was
implemented from 2021
102026 and successfully
provided quality educa-
tion, improved learning
environments, and en-

anced op-

Department were also
present.
BES-1I Reaches

portunities to more lhan
760,000 children across
Balochistan.

] {
He noted that ap-

cornerstone of sustain-

“'The Government

335,000 girls
directly benefited from
the initiative, signifi-
cantly cunlnbutmg to
girls” education and gen-
der equality in the prov-
ince.

Education Key to
Sustainable Develop-
ment in Balochistan
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Education Minister
Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani emphasized that
education remains the

, social
slabl]lly, and economic
prosperity in
Balochistan.

She praised the
continued support of the
uropean Union and
UNICEF, stating that the
programme not only ex-
panded access to educa-
tion but also introduced
long-term reforms aimed
at slrenglhenmg the
province’s education
system.

remains
commitied 10 ensuring
quality education for
every child, especially
girls, in line with Chief

nister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti’s vision for educa-
tional development,"
she said.

Major Educational
Reforms Introduced Un-
der BES-I, several trans-
formative reforms were
implemented to improve
educational planning.

New Era of Education: Free Public College
Inaugurated in Gulistan, Balochistan

Mir Salam Jogezai:
GULISTAN — In a ma-
jor breakthrough for
higher education in
northern Balochistan,
the newly constructed
‘Ahmed Khan Public Col-
lege was officially inau-
gurated in Gulistan, a
prominent town in the
Qila Abdullah district.

The inauguration
ceremony was attended
by a large gathering of
local residents, elders,
and eager students.

The event also fea-
tured a vibrant science
and arts exhibition
where local youth
proudly showcased their
academic projects.

Distinguished
guests leading the cer-
emony included Senator
Shakoor Khan Achakzai,
chief guest Senator
Mushtaq Ahmad Khan,
prominent tribal leader

hmed Khan Achakzai,
and the Deputy Com:
missioner of Qila
dullah.

ALifeline for Under-
privileged Students

Speaking at the
launch, community lead-
ers and visiting lawmak-
ers highly praised the
lifelong dedication of
tribal leader Ahmed
Khan Achakzai.

Decades  ago,
Achakzai spearheaded a
self-help initiative to
build the area’s very
first school. Today, that
vision has culminated in
afullyrealized college.
he institution is

set to break down mas-
sive financial barriers for
families in the region. By

families were forced to
drop out of school sim-
ply because they
couldn’t afford it,” noted
one of the keynote
speakers.

“This college is de-
signed to bridge that
gap, giving underprivi-
Teged students a launch-
pad to secure fully-

P
free, high-quality educa-
tion, the college aims to
serve students from
Gulistan, the wider Qila
Abdullah district, and
surrounding rural areas.

“For years, too
many bright young
minds from low-income

Pakman S top universi-
ties.”

Sparking Hope and
Economic Growth

Local speakers and
educators hailed the
project as a “revolution-
ary milestone” that will
reshape the region’s

socio-economic land-
scape.

Beyond expanding
literacy, the college is
expected to equip the
local youth with modern,
marketable skills, effec-
tively opening doors to
new employment oppor-
tunities in the province.

The ceremony car-
ried a strong message of
inclusivity. Speakers
made a direct, impas-
sioned plea to local par-
ents, urging them to
break traditional barriers
and actively encourage
both boys and girls to
pursue higher educa-
tion.

Youth Take Center
age

The true energy of
the day came from the
youth. Local school chil-
dren performed national
songs and delivered
moving  speeches,
openly describing the
new college as a “game-
changer” for their fu-
tures.

The event con-
cluded on a high note of
encouragement, with the
chiefguests distributing
laptops and merit prizes
to local students who
have achieved top aca-
demic positions in recent
examinations.

Quetta Mobile andInternet
Services Suspended on
7th Muharram Over
Security Concerns

Staff Reporter: services in most parts of sive security deploy-
QUETTA: Authorities in - Quetta, leaving resi- ment. Extra law enforce-
the provincial capital dents temporarily dis- ment personnel, includ-
have temporarily sus- connected. ing police and Frontier
pended mobile phone According to home Corps (FC) personnel,
and internet services to-  department officials, the have been stationed at
day (Tuesday) as part of measure is strictly pre- all entry and exit points
stringent security mea- cautionary. “The sus- of the city, as well as
sures for the 7th of pension is linked directly along the Toutes of the
Muharram processions. to security alerts re- mourning processions.
?Sources within the ~ceived regarding the 7th ?While the suspen-
Balochistan Home De- Muharram proces- sion aims (o prevent any
partment confirmed that ~ sions,” a source stated, untoward incidents, it
the decision was taken addmgthat the services has caused temporary
to mitigate security risks  will be restored in a communication chal-
and ensure the safety of - phased manner once the lenges for local resi-
citizens and mourners main processions con- dents and businesses.
attending the traditional = clude and security clear-  However,  official
religious gatherings ance is given. sources reiterate that
across the city. High Alert in the public safety remains

The suspension Provincial Capital the government’s top
has affected cellular net- The digital blackout  priority during the holy
works and mobile data comes alongside a mas- month.

Additional 500 Cusecs Secured for
Pat Feeder Canal to Strengthen Water
Supply for Balochistan Farmers

NASIRABAD: Superin- Speaking during a the water distribution
tending Engineer Irriga-  visit to review water system, noting that
tion Circle Nasirabad Di-  conditions at RD-109 of Nasirabad Division is
vision, Mudassar Zafar the Pat Feeder Canal in facm a significant de-
Khosa, has stated that ~Sindh, for water for both
practical measures are Mudassar Zafar dnnkmgandagnculluml
being taken to ensure Khosa emphasized that purposes.

that  farmers in the Balochistan Irriga- He explained that
Balochistan receive their  tion Department remains  while Balochistan re-
rightful share of water. committed to protecting ~ceives its allocated share
As part of these efforts,  the rights of farmers and  of water from RD-109, ir-
an additional 500 cusecs  addressing water-related - rigation of areas located
of water has been se- faced by the five kilo-
cured from Guddu Bar-  agricultural community. meters further within
rage, increasingthe flow  He reiterated that there = Sindh—both on the in-
in the Pat Feeder Canal would be no compro- ner and outer sides of

05,000 cusecs. mise on the province’s the canal—often con-
According tothe ir-  legitimate water share, tributes to water short-

rigation official, the ad- During the visit, ages

ditional water allocation Sub-Divisional Officer Keeping these chal-

was obtained following Haji MumtazAli Soomro lenges in view, the de-
directives from Provin- bricfed officials on the ~partment is implement-
cial Minister for lrriga- water delivery process — ing measures to improve
tion Mir Muhammad uptoRD-109. water management and
Sadiq Umrani and Pro-  Irigation officials ~ensure adequate irriga-
vincial Secretary lrriga- Nabi Bakhsh Bugti and tion for Balochistan’s
tion Sohail Rehman Ali Ahmed Khosa were command arcas.

Baloch, who instructed also present on the oc- Mudassar Zafar
authorities to coordinate  casion. Khosa said that the ulti-
with senior officials at The Superintend- mate objective is to maxi-

Guddu Barrage to safe-  ing Engineer directed all - mize irrigation coverage,
guard Balochistan’s wa- ~ officers and field staffto enhance agricultural
ter share. pay special attention to _productivity.

Rakhni Police Arrest Absconding
Theft Suspect in Sukkur During
Crackdown on Criminal Elements

BARKHAN/RAKHNI:  Workshop Tangwani, ated their commitment to
Acting on the special Kandhkot, Sindh. maintaining law and or-
directives of Deputy In- The suspect was der, protecting the lives
spector General (DIG) wanted in FIR No. 08/ and property of citizens,
Koh-e-Suleman Range 2024 registered under and ensuring that crimi-
Muhammad ~ Ayaz Sections 380 (Theft)and nals are brought to jus-
Baloch and Superinfen- 457 (Lurking House- tice. Officials stated that
dent of Police (SP) Trespass or House- effective policing and
Barkhan Abdul Haq Breaking by Night) of public safety remain
Rais, Rakhni Police have ~ the Pakistan Penal Code. among the department’s
intensified operations  He had been evadingar-  top priorities.
against criminal ele- rest since the registra- The successful ar-
ments and successfully tion of the case and was ~rest has been welcomed
arrested an absconding declared a proclaimed as a positive step in
suspect wanted ina theft ~ offender by law enforce-  strengthening security
ment authorities. and reinforcing public
According to police Police stated that confidence in law en-
officials, SYSHO Rakhni  the operation is part of forcement efforts across
Muhammad Younis an ongoing campaign to ~the region.
Khetran, along with ASI  crack down on individu- Barkhan News,
and Investigation Of- als involved in theftand  Rakhni Police, Abscond-
ficer Ata Muhammad other criminal activities. ing Suspect Arrested,
and a police team, con- Authorities empha-  Theft Case Pakistan, DIG
ucle sized that the net is be- Koh-e-Suleman Range,

g
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Harnai Administration to Hold Open Public Hearing on
June 27 for Citizens’ Complaints and Grievances

HARNAL: On the di-
rectives of the Deputy
Commissioner Harnai,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Gen-
eral) Muhammad
Saleem Tareen has is-
sued an important
public notice announc-
ing the organization of
a one-day Open Pub-
lic Hearing (Khuli
Katcheri) to address
public grievances,
complaints, and com-
munity  concerns
across the district.
According to the
official notification, the

public hearing will be
held on June 27, 2026
(Saturday) at 10:00
AM at Government
High School Speen
Tangi, Harnai.

The district ad-
ministration stated
that all district-level of-
ficers from various
government depart-
ments will be present
in person during the
event.

The initiative aims
to provide citizens
with direct access to
relevant authorities,
enabling them to

present their issues,
complaints, and sug-
gestions without inter-
mediaries.

The notice
strongly encourages
residents from across
Harnai District to ac-
tively participate in the
open hearing and bring
forward any concerns
related to government
departments. Citizens
will have the opportu-
nity to directly com-
municate with district
officials and seek im-
mediate attention to
their problems.

Officials said that
the purpose of the
Khuli Katcheri is to
strengthen public en-
gagement, improve
service delivery, and
ensure prompt resolu-
tion of citizens’ issues
through on-the-spot
instructions and ad-
ministrative action.

The district ad-
ministration empha-
sized its commitment
to transparent gover-
nance, public account-
ability, and responsive
service delivery, urg-
ing the public to make

full use of this platform
for addressing their
concerns and contrib-
uting constructive sug-
gestions for better
governance. Harnai
News, Khuli Katcheri
Harnai, Deputy Com-
missioner Harnai,
Muhammad Saleem
Tareen, Public Hear-
ing Pakistan, Govern-
ment High School
Speen Tangi, Public
Complaints, District
Administration
Harnai, Citizen Griev-
ances, Balochistan
News.

opera- ing tightened around Muhammad  Ayaz
tionin Sukkurand appre-  lawbreakers and that no Baloch, SP Barkhan
hended the fugitive sus-  leniency will be shown Abdul Haq Rais, Crime
pect Khalid Hussain, son  toward those involved in - Crackdown, Sukkur Ar-
of Wali Muhammad, a  criminal offenses. rest, Law and Order in
resident of Mohaila  Rakhni Police reiter-  Balochistan.
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If2018 election was legitimate, so
govt: PM Shehbaz

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday rejected op-
position claims that
government lacked legiti-
macy, telling the National
Assembly that if the
2018 general clection
was considered legiti-
mate, then the current

rnment should be
regarded as legitimate as
well.

“Conduct an in-
quiry into the 2018 elec-
tion. Ifthere was no ma-
nipulation, if ballot
boxes were not stuffed,
and if people were not
brought to Islamabad by
force and no threats
‘were issued, then take a
look at the 2018 election.
If that was a legitimate
government, then this is
also a legitimate govern-
ment. And if you are so
keen on investigations,
then let us start from
2018. If the matter is
opened, it will go very
far,” said PM Shehbaz
while addressing the
House during debate on
the Finance Bill 2026-27.

The prime minister
responded to remarks
by opposition leader
Mahmood Khan

Achakzai's assertions as
contrary to the facts. He
rejected suggestions
that development was
being pursued at the ex-
pense of smaller prov-
inces.

“I have always
‘maintained that if Punjab
progresses alone, that is
not Pakistan's progress.
If Sindh_progresses
alone, that is not
Pakistan's progress,” he
said. “Until all four prov-
inces are equal partners
in development, it can-
not be called Pakistan's

the aim of reachinga per-
manent agreement.
“Pakistan worked
with sincerity and dedi-
cation to help bridge the
gaps between Iran and
the United States,” he
said.
The prime minister
said negotiations had
continued throughout
the day and night before
a joint statement was
agreed by all parties.
“Today, by the grace of
God, nof only has a
ceasefire been achieved
between Iran and the

Achakzai, who had ear-  development.” US, but technical nego-
lier described the gov- The prime minister tiations will continue
ernment as "illegal"and also  highlighted over the next 60 days,”

he told lawmakers.

“There will be dis-
cussions on nuclear fa-
cilities, ballistic missiles,
and frozen assets, and
‘we hope that within 60
days the memorandum
of understanding will
lead to a long-lasting
agreement that contrib-
utes to peace in the
world.”

Congratulating par-
liamentarians and the

accused it of undermin-
ing democratic institu-
tions. Achakzai had de-
livered a wide-ranging
speech criticising the
government's handling
of political and constitu-
tional affairs.
Responding to the
criticism, PM Shehbaz
said the day was not
meant for raising divi-
sive political issues and
described several of

Pakistan's recent diplo-
‘matic efforts, saying an
Iran-US understanding
had been reached in
Switzerland through
talks hosted by Paki-
stan. He said a ceasefire
was now in place be-
tween the two countries
and that technical nego-
tiations would continue
over the next 60 days
under the memorandum
of understanding, with

is current

public, PM Shehbaz said
Pakistan's role in the
talks had earned interna-
tional recognition.
“Pakistan's contribution
to this process is not
only historic but a
source of pride for the
nation,” he sai

He claimed that
leading international
newspapers had promi-
nently highlighted
Pakistan's diplomatic ef-
forts. “This positive nar-
rative about Pakistan
could not have been
achieved even if billions
of rupees had been
spent on publicity cam-
paigns,” he added.

He added that Ira-
nian President Masoud
Pezeshkian was arriving
in Pakistan later in the
day and that discus-
sions would focus on
further strengthening bi-
lateral relations.

Achakzai, while
speaking, said that the
government’s tenure
was nearing two and a
half years and “itis time
to change our tone.

National Assembly (NA) passes budget for
FY2026-27 following opposition walkout

NEWS DESK: The Na- The opposition way Shehbaz bhai In response to
tional Assembly on leader began his ;peech spoke. He told me that = Achakzai’s remarks, the
Tuesday passed the bycriticising Sadiq. “We we are here because Pa- NA speaker said the op-
budget for the upcoming  will have to change our ~Kistan is still here,and I position was in a “state
fiscal year during a ses-  tone now that your gov-  think he was absolutely of confusion” and held
sion that saw the oppo- ernment has completed correct in saying that,” that he would not allow
sition staging a walkout. . i Achakzai Sald He how- anyone to speak against
Finance Minister ever, added: “But, Paki- “Pakistan, armed forces,
Muhammad Aurangzeb stan is not some imagi- and lhe judlclary
moved the bill for the nary country that exists you call this a
House to approve the in the skies. It means vmlauon of the Consti-
budget proposals for the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, tution, then Tam willing
next fiscal year after the Balochistan, Sindh, and to commit such viola-
opposition’s walkout. Punjab. Why don’t you  tions,” he remarked.
The walkout was B KR RESRE
preceded by a speech by
NA Opposition Leader
Mehmood Khan
Achakzai, who had
criticised the govern-
ment over several issues.
His speech was not
livestreamed on the
NA’s social media
forms or on television
channels, even after
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq on
Sunday lifted
longstanding curbs on
the airing and dissemi-
nation of opposition
members’ speeches.
Later, Achakzai
posted on X: “We have
taken an oath to protect
the Constitution of Pa-
kistan. You have sup-
ported undemocratic
forces in trampling the
Constitution; through
your vote, you have

conduct as the speaker.

“You did not care
about the Constitution
and law as you dis-
missed 14 of your col-
leagues from the Assem-

He further stated
that despite the oppo:
tion questioning the le-
gitimacy of Parliament,
“you speak for more than
your allotted time; does
the parliament not ap-

bly,” Achakzai said,
seemingly referring to
PTT's disqualified mem-
bers. He also criticised
the government for sen-
tencing Baloch Yakjehti
Committee (BYC)’s Dr

see KP as part of Paki-
stan’

The opposition
leader accused the gov-
emment of “clipping the
wings” of the judiciary
and “trampling the Cori-

clipped lhe wings of the Mahrang Baloch to life stitution”. pear fake to you then?”
judici imprisonment. “Mistakes happen, Rebuking the oppo-
According to The NA opposition but let us strengthen sition leader, Speaker

leader further slammed
the government for its
response to the recent
unrest in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir.

Turning guns on
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, who was also
present in the House,
Achakzai referred to an
earlier speech by him.

“I did not enjoy the

Achakzai, this excerpt
was from his address in
the NA, which was “cen-
sored”.

Achakzai assails

this House with the sup-
port it needs,” he urged.

“What are you
afraid of? Call the people
of Balochistan here and
tell them that your chil-
dren have the right to
Balochistan's —re-
sources,” he urged the
prime minister. “Say the
same to Sindh and KP,”
he added.

Sadiq further alleged
that the opposition had
always refused to partici-
pate in parliamentary
committees despite be-
ingasked repeatedly.
“You are in a con-
fused state of mind,” he

govt
Sparks flew in the
House as Achakzai as-
sailed the federal gov-
ernment, prompting a
strong response from
Speaker Sadiq.

said, reiterating that the

ouse stood united
“when it comes to Paki-
stan”

NA sees heated budget debate

NEWS DESK:A heated  against terrorism.
exchange between the He said that 3,355
government and opposi- terrorist incidents were
tion marked proceedings  reported during the pe-
in the National Assem- riod, with around 95%
bly on Monday during occurring in Khyber-
debate on the Interior Pakhtunkhwa — and
Ministry's budget and Balochistan.
cut motions, as lawmak- Opposition leader
ers sparred over human Barrister Gohar Khan,
rights, security opera- speaking during the de-
tions and political ac- bate, raised concerns
countability ina charged over political
sitting in Islamabad. victimisation and alleged
The session, violations of human
chaired by Speaker rights over the past four
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, saw  years. He said such prac-
repeated interruptions tices undermined demo-
as opposition members ~cratic norms and institu-
questioned the tional trust. Criticising
government's record on the government, he
governance and civil lib- warned against using
erties, while the treasury ~ the events of May 9 for
benches defended secu- political victimisation,
rity gains and institu- arguing that legal pro-
tional performance ceedings should not be
across multiple sectors.  influenced by political
inister of State for considerations. Law
Interior Talal Chaudhry Minister Azam Nazeer

nal law reforms remained
pending at the commit-
tee stage.

Separately, JUI-F

/A Noor Alam Khan
highlighted the worsen-
ing security situation,
saying terrorism had se-
verely affected K-P and
Balochistan, and urged
that no distinction be
made between different
categories of terrorists.

Meanwhile, the Na-
tional Assembly ap-
proved demands for
grants  worth over
Rs10.414 trillion cover-
ing 32 ministries and di-
visions. A total of 135
demands were passed,
‘while 587 opposition cut
motions were rejected by
majority vote.

Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb
presented the budget
demands for approval,
with opposition mem-
b

Dar says US-Iran talks in Switzerland could have
happened earlier if not for Israel's attacks on Lebanon

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
cign Minister Ishaq Dar
has said that Sunday’s
US-Iran talks in Switzer-
land were nearly “de-
railed” due to Israel’s
continued attacks on
Lebanon, it emerged on
Tuesday.

In an exclusive in-
terview with Al Arabiya,
which was recorded be-
fore the talks began,
DPM Dar said, “The par-
lays starting in Switzer-
land could have started
a few days earlier, but
Israel’s attacks on Leba-
non derailed and
stopped everything.”

At the outset of the
interview, DPM Dar re-
called Pakistan’s diplo-
matic efforts since the
start of the conflict on
February 28, recalling

led the de-  Tarar by stat- multiple | the Pakis
fence of the ministry, ing that two opposition cut motions across key | ceasefire followed by
saying it carried the re-  members had been given ministries, including 90

sponsibility of 501 mar-
tyrs  and  several
ghazis. He said 1,020 per-
sonnel  had cen
martyred in operations

Supreme Court (SC) reopens
teacher back-benefits case

NEWS DESK:The Su- of the Pakistan Penal ings, counsel for the ap-
preme Court has set Code. pellant argued that once
aside a Khyber- He was subse- acivil servant is acquit-
Pakhtunkhwa Service quentlyconvicted byan ted, he is entitled to full
Tribunal judgment and ~additional district judge ~salary and benefits as if
directed authorities to in Buner on December he had never been re-
reconsider the case ofa 19, 2013, leading to his  moved from service.
reinstated school teacher ~ removal from service on It was contended
for grant of back ben- July6,2015. However,on that the appellant's re-
efits under Fundamental appeal, the Peshawar moval was based solely
Rule (FR) 54. The court  High Court (PHC) acquit- on his conviction and no
held that an employee ted him onDecember 11, departmental inquiry
honourably acquitted of 2017 had been conducted.
criminal charges is en- Therefore, denial of back
titled to full payand ser- benefits was unlawful
vice benefits for the pe- and contrary to Funda-
riod of absence, subject mental Rules.
to lawful determination The K-P additional
by the competent au- advocate general argued
thority. that since the appellant
The ruling was did not actually perform
authored by Justice duty during the inter-
Muhammad Ali Mazhar, vening period, he was
with Chief Justice of Pa- not entitled to back ben-
kistan Yahya Afridi also efits, and the period was
on the bench, in a civil rightly treated as leave
appeal arising out of a without pay.
2019 decision of the He further submit-
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa ted that under Section
Service Tribunal, Swat 17 of the Khyber

representation in the
JCP. He also criticised
the opposition for boy-
cotting key meetings
and said important crimi-

against the Cabinet Di-
vision, 116 against the
Energy Division, and
100 against the Finance
Division.

Following his ac-
quittal, he sought rein-
statement along with
back benefits. The de-
partmental authority re-
instated him through an
order dated April 19,
2018 but denied back
benefits and treated the
intervening period as
leave without pay.

His appeal before
the Service Tribunal was
only partially accepted,
maintaining the denial of
back benefits and treat-
ing the absence period

Camp Court. as leave of the kind due, Pakhtunkhwa Civil Ser-

The appellant, prompting him to ap- vants Act, 1973, the
Mian Abdul Saeed, a proach the Supreme competent authority
Secondary  School Court had discretion in grant-

At the leave stage,
the apex court examined
whether a civil servant
honourably acquitted of
criminal charges is en-
titled to full back ben-
efits under FR 54.

During proceed-

Teacher (BPS-17) posted
at Government High
School Gokand, District
Buner, was suspended
on December 31, 2012
after being implicated in
an FIR under Sections
302,324, 147, 148and 149

ing arrears. After exam-
ining the record, the Su-
preme Court noted that
the appellant was ini-
tially suspended after
his arrest and later re-
moved from service
upon conviction.

the talks in Islamabad in
April.

“Those parlays
were the first time direct
talks between the US and
Iran after 47 years, and
Pakistan was asked to be
the witness,” DPM Dar
said.

He said that
Pakistan’s continued ef-
forts after the Islamabad
talks culminated in the

tained that the Strait of
Hormuz should be re-
stored to pre-conflict
status, which “means no
fee and no toll at all”.

At this, he also re-
called his March visit to
China, where he said
both China and Pakistan
agreed, as per a five-
point plan, that there
should be free move-
ment in the strait.

No permits, no toll,
no additional charge,
whatever you name it; it
should be free move-
ment and sea lanes
should be freely moving
[on] both sides,” Dar
said, noting the energy
crisis that resulted in the
wake of the closure of
the vital Strait.

“This is the global
understanding,” he said,
observing that for “at
least 60 days, there will
be free movement”
within the waterway.

en asked if any
guarantees existed to
contain Israeli actions in
Lebanon, Dar re-
sponded: “The facilita-
tor or mediator’s role is
to keep trying and mak-
ing efforts. There were
points where lhmgs
looked like that won’t be
concluded, but we never
gave hope.

side with Gulf countries
and also international
partners.”

Shifting his atten-
tion to the talks in
Burgenstock, he called
the summit “phase two™
of the negotiation pro-
cess.

“There are three
technical groups. One is
to deal with the nuclear
issue, the second is
about sanctions and fro-

signing of the Islamabad
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) on June
18.

peace process and
added that the Switzer-
land talks were nearly
“derailed” dueto Isracl’s
attacks in Lebanon.
“For certain items,
they have 30 days to
conclude, but the bulk
and overall conclusion
ofthe final deal timeline
is 60 days, and this can
be mutually extendable,”
he said.
He said the world

“You see, during
this period, Pakistan has
been ... very active. Not
only were we mediating
between the US and ran,
but we were also keep-
ingour allies and friends
in the region connected
with us,” DPM Dar told
Al Arabiya.

zen assets and third is
Lebanon,” DPM Dar
said. Talking about Leba-
non, DPM Dar observed
that the issue had
“erupted time and again™

He continued: “In
that process, we saw
that a regional forum has
been created which is
Pakistan, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, and Turkiye and
we were dealing side by

was already beginning
to see the dividends of
the peace, citing reduced
energy prices and re-
sumption of traffic flow
in the Strait of Hormuz.

PM Dar main-

during the course of the

United

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
and Qatar on Monday
reported "encouraging
progress” in the first
high-level talks between
the United States and
Iran held under the
framework of the

State (US) eases Iran oil sanctions with
60-day waiver

dent JD Vance led the US
side, while Muhammad
Bagher Ghalibaf, the Ira-
nian Parliament Speaker,
was heading the Iranian
side. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the
Qatari Prime Minister
Sheikh bin

the foundation for the
immediate commence-
ment of further technical
talks," the statement
added. As part of confi-
dence-building mea-
sures, the parties also
agreed to establisha di-
rect communication line

walking out of the talks
as protest over Presi-
dent Trump's latest
threats, the mediators
managed to bring the
process back on track
and eventually per-
suaded the two sides to

process. "Chief negotia-
tors from both sides will
report regularly to the
committee and lead
working groups focus-
ing on nuclear issues,
sanctions, monitoring
and dlspule resolution

dum of Understanding
(MoU)), announcing the
establishment of mecha-
nisms aimed at steering
the two sides towards a
comprehensive agree-
‘ment within 60 days.

A joint statement is-
sued by Pakistan and
Qatar after the conclu-
sion of the Lake Lucerne
Summit in Burgenstock,
Switzerland, said the
talks were conducted in
a "positive and con-
structive atmosphere"
and resulted in the cre-
ation of a roadmap for
further negotiations as
well as technical working
groups tasked with ad-
dressing key issues.

he four-way talks
were attended by senior
figures from Iran, the
Umted States, Pakistan
and Qatar. Vice Presi-

agree on certain points.

The joint statement
said the parties agreed
to establish a "High-
Level Committee" to
provide political over-
sight of the mediation

mechanisms, along with
other matters," it said.
"The ngh -Level
Committee has agreed
upon a roadmap towards
reaching a final deal
within 60 days, laying

Abdulrahman Al Thani
moderated the talks,
which at times became
tense. But despite the
Iranian side not showing
up for photo-op and

to prevent incidents and
miscalculations in the
Strait of Hormuz and en-
sure the safe passage of
commercial shipping
through one of the
world's most strategic
waterways. The media-
tors further announced
the creation of a de-con-
fliction cell involving
Iran, the United States
and Lebanon to oversee
implementation of provi-
sions related to the ces-
sation of military opera-
tions in Lebanon envis-
ged under the
Islamabad MoU.
Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
welcomed the "signifi-
cant progress" in the
talks, pointing out the
"agreement on a
roadmap toward a final

deal within 60 days.




