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National Party
Leadership Meets PM
Shehbaz: Push for
Makran Development
and Praise for Global
Diplomacy

Haseeb Khan:

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Mian Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif held a high-level meet-
ing with National Party cen-
tral leaders, Senator Jan
Muhammad Buledi and Mem-
ber of National Assembly
(MNA) Phulain Baloch, to re-
view the political landscape and
fast-track critical infrastruc-
ture projccts in Balochistan.
centered

calating international tensions
and giving the country a re-
newed, respected identity on
the world stage.

Accelerating Develop-
ment and Agricultural Growth

Turning to local griev-
ances, Senator Buledi and
MNA Phulain Baloch briefed
the Prime Minister on press-
ing public issues, infrastructural
gaps, and the status of ongo-
ing welfare schemes in
Makran.

to their con-

hcavlly on the socio-political
situation and public welfare
initiatives in the Kech and
Panjgur districts.

During the meeting, the
National Party delegation ex-
tended an official invitation to
the Prime Minister to visit the

cerns, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif directed relevant au-
thorities to accelerate con-
struction on both the Turbat
Daanish School and the
Panjgur Chidgi Road to ensure
their timely completion.

The leaders also explored

i

National Party delegation led by Senator Jan
Muhammad Buledi meeting PM Shehbaz Sharif

region to lay the foundation
stones for the landmark Chidgi
Road project in Panjgur and
the upcoming Daanish School
in Kech.

Commending Pakistan’s
Peace Diplomacy

A major highlight of the
meeting was the delegation’s
appreciation of Pakistan’s re-
cent diplomatic efforts.

The National Party lead-
ers highly commended the
Prime Minister’s proactive
leadership in playing a con-
structive, stabilizing role dur-
ing the recent US-Iran conflict.

They noted that Pakistan’s
balanced approach success-
fully projected the nation as a
responsible global actor, con-
tributing significantly to de-es-

strategic economic interven-
tions, particularly under the
Green Pakistan Initiative. Dis-
cussions focused on:

Providing accessible loans
to local landowners and farm-
ers in Kech and Panjgur.

Modernizing the regional
agricultural sector to boost
crop yields.

Generating sustainable
employment opportunities for
local youth.

Concluding the meeting,
the federal government reaf-
firmed its ironclad commitment
to enhancing

financial and administra-
tive support to ensure sustain-
able development and long-
term prosperity across
Balochistan.

Vessels at the Strait of Hormuz, as seen from Musandam, Oman, June 18, 026.

Trump says Iran has told US no tolls

being sought at Strait of Hormuz

NEWS DESK:

United States President Donald
Trump said on Wednesday that
?lran has told the US %that no
tolls were being sought from
ships travelling through the Strait
of Hormuz.

The ?two countries, which
ended a first ?round of negotia-
tions in Switzerland on 2Monday,
have offered conflicting accounts
about ?financial incentives for
Iran, control of %the Strait of
Hormuz and Isracl’s parallel war
in Lebanon — all major aspects
of their ?framework deal signed
last week, aiming %to end the war.

Trump has faced criticism
over 2the ?deal domestically, in-
cluding from hardliners in his Re-
publican Party.

Iran’s Ghalibaf says deal to
end war “declaration of US de-
feat

Tranian Parliament Speaker
and chief negotiator Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf said on Wednes-
day that the deal between Iran and
the United States to end the war
is Amenca s declaration of de-
feat."

“The Islamabad understand-
ing was not the result of pressure
and coercion, but rather the re-
sult of the resistance and au(hor—
ity of the brave Iranian nation,”
Ghalibaf said at a conference in
Baku, Azerbaijan, on an

Azerbaijani broadcast on Iranian
television.
“That is why the Islamabad

the people’s resistance and resis-
tance as the real power in the
most difficult conditions disrupts

o
became a declaration of
America’s defeat.”

Ghalibaf added that regional
countries alone ?should deter-
mine the Middle East’s ?security
structure.

“We consider the withdrawal
of foreign military forces from the
region a strategic objective. We
see the future of the region not in
confrontation, but in interaction.
[Military] bases of extra-regional
forces in West Asia are a source
of instability,” he said.

Ghalibaf said Iran is ready to
cooperate with nations in the
Middle East based on “non-in-
terference in internal affairs and
respect for sovereignty”.

He reiterated Iran’s stance
that Israel must halt its attacks
and occupation of southern Leba-
non.
“We have not abandoned
our friends and strategic partners
in the most difficult and complex
conditions ... A ceasefire and an
end to the war in Lebanon is just
as important to us,” Ghalibaf said.

He also said that "the Iranian
nation has shown that the era of
imposing will on independent
nations is over."

"Although this war imposed
heavy costs on our nation, it re-
vealed the fundamental truth that

the calculations of the aggres-
sors."
program to access at-

tacked facilities, nuclear materi-
als: Iranian Deputy FM

eputy Foreign Minister
Kazem Gharibabadi stated in a
poston X that despite IAEA chief
Rafael Grossi's request, no meet-
ing was held with him in Switzer-
land, and that "here is also no
program for access to the at-
tacked facilities and nuclear
materials.""These issues will
solely be examined and resolved
within the framework of the final
agreemem " he said.

"You cannot advance the
‘stir up and take over' policy with
‘media hype," he added.

Israel’s defence minister
says military will not withdraw
from Lebanon, even if US de-
mands it

Israel’s Defence Minister Is-
rael Katz said Israel will not pull
its forces out of southern Leba-
non “even if there is an Ameri-
can demand”, according to Al
Jazeera.“ZO0,000 residents will
not return,” said Katz, referring
to the Lebanese forcibly dis-
placed by Isracl’s invasion and
attacks, in comments carried by
The Times of Israel.

“What happened in the past
in security zones, where there was

also a civilian population
[present], was roadside bombs
and attacks against the soldiers,
and therefore we will not allow
that,” added Katz. “We are not
withdrawing.”

US-Iran Islamabad pact
sends ‘positive signal,' be jointly
safeguarded, implemented: China

The US-Iran Islamabad
Memorandum of Understanding
has sent a "positive signal” and
should be jointly safeguarded
and implemented; China said on
Wednesday.

China "advocates" dialogue
and negotiation in addressing re-
gional issues and differences
among parties and "opposes the
threat or use of force," Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Guo
Jiakun told reporters in Beijing

Beijing "always uphold§ a
just position, supports all efforts
conducive to peace, supports the
Tranian side in defending sover-
eignty, security, and territory, and
national dignity, and supports Iran
in improving its relations with
Gulf states and regional coun-
tries," he added.

Rubio ‘reaffirms’ security
commitment with UAE president

Secretary of State Marco
Rubio discussed the US-Iran deal
with the leader of the United Arab
Emirates and renewed the US’s
commitment to its security on his
first leg of a tour of the Gulf, as
per Al Jazeera.

Deadly Collapse in Harnai Highlights Perilous
Reahty for Balochlstan s Coal Miners

Hanif Tareen:

HARNAL: A tragic mine collapse
in the Khost area of Harnai dis-
trict has claimed the lives of
two more coal miners, once
again exposing the lethal reality
facing laborers working deep
beneath the surface in
Balochistan.

The fatal incident occurred
inside a mine owned by con-
tractor Mehrullah, where the
victims were workmg deep un-
derground when the structure
caved in.

Following the collapse, a
large number of fellow miners
and local residents rushed to the
scene, launching a frantic, com-
munity-led rescue effort to re-

trieve the trapped workers un-
der incredibly harrowing
conditions.Despite their bravery,
the incident underscores a har-
rowing trend: hazardous work-
ing conditions in Balochistan’s
coal mines continue to claim
precious human lives almost
daily, largely going unnoticed by
regulatory bodies.

Lashing out at the authori-
ties, prominent labor leader Peer
Muhammad Kakar heavily criti-
cized the provincial Mines and
Minerals Department.

Kakar fiercely condemned
the department’s failure to en-
force existing labor laws and
safety regulations, accusing of-
ficials of leaving vulnerable
workers entirely unprotected in
dangerous, sub-standard pits.
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South-West Asia and the War Against Narcotics:
Where Does Pakistan Stand?

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once
remarked that “a little
water clears us of this
deed” after the assas-
sination of the King.
Yet, with time, she re-
mained haunted, ob-
sessively rubbing her
hands in an attempt to
cleanse the imagined
stains of blood. The
persistence of narcot-
ics production and
trade in South-West
Asia resembles this
unending struggle — a
dark reality that can-
not be easily washed
away.

Afghamslan has
long been recognized
as the world’s largest
producer of opium,
with its roots tracing
back to the early
1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercus-
sions of this industry
spilled into neighboring
Pakistan and Iran. In
the late 2000s, Taliban
leader Mullah Omar
imposed a strictban on
poppy cultivation
through threats, forced
eradication, and se-
vere punishments.
However, as revealed
by the UNODC
Opium Survey 2007,
the ban primarily tar-
geted cultivation while
the trade continued.
After the fall of the
Taliban, opium again
became a major
source of funding for
logistics, weapons, and
militia payments.

In 2022, the
Taliban leadership
once again announced
a ban on poppy culti-
vation, with Hibatullah

Akhundzada officially
declaring significant
reductions. Some
Western reports, sup-
ported by satellite im-
agery, showcased de-
clining poppy ficlds in
southern Afghanistan.
However, this raises
critical questions: Can
Afghanistan realisti-
cally abandon such a
central economic re-
source while facing

7. an
sanctions? And what
consequences does
this shift have for Pa-
kistan? While certain
international outlets
hastily claim that Pa-
kistan has become a
new hub for narcotics,
such narratives ignore
key realities. The issue
is not a simple matter
of “shifting sands” but
acomplex regional se-
curity challenge. The

porous border bt.twocn
Pakistan and Afghani-
stan, coupled with
cross-border networks
of drug traffickers,
means  temporary
shifts in cultivation are
often strategic rather
than permanent.
Moreover,
Afghanistan’s pivot to-

Cia K 3
evidence of expanded

ephedra processing
hubs — reflects adap-
tive strategies of traf-
fickers rather than
genuine eradication.
In Pakistan, how-
ever, the situation is
markedly different.
Since 2001, the coun-
try has largc]y mam-

Afghanistan. Follow-
ing the Taliban’s 2022
ban, some illicit culti-
vations did emerge in
border areas, particu-
larly within
Balochistan and

e
led by thc Aml Nar-

cotics Force (ANF)
and provincial admin-
istrations, successfully
destroyed thousands
of acres of illegal
poppy fields. Over 250

dependent surveys af-
ter March 2025 con-
firmed the effective-
ness of these eradica-
tion drives.

Pakistan’s deter-
mination to combat
narcotics often re-
mains under-reported
internationally, over-
shadowed by outdated
or selective portray-
als.

The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stabil-
ity but also for global
security.

What is urgently
needed is greater rec-
ognition of these ef-
forts by the interna-
tional community and
enhanced cooperation
from agencies such as
the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the
heart of global narcot-
ics trade routes,
Pakistan’s role is both
frontline and decisive.
Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from
a vulnerable transit
zone into a hub of op-
portunity, stability, and
resilience. Just as
Lady Macbeth’s imag-
ined guilt could not be
washed away with
water, the global com-
munity cannot absolve
itself of responsibility
by ignoring Pakistan’s
sacrifices and

hi in this

Khyber P:
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed through
Pakistan’s  Poppy
Eliminati ‘ampaign

wards methamphet
amine production —
highlighted by satellite

tained its “popp:;
status, despite spo-
radic spillovers from

(PEC-2025). This
multi-agency effort,

FIRs were
dozens of arrests
were made, and

ongoing struggle. The
fight agamst narcotics
rec-

requir

were launched across
educational institu-
tions. Importantly, in-

ogmuon, support, and
action — not selective
narratives.

Hypertension: The Silent Threat We Continue to Ignore

By Dr Rubaba Khan
Buledi:

Every year, World Hy-
pertension Day re-
minds us of a health
crisis that continues to
grow quietly across the
globe. Unlike many dis-
eases that arrive with
immediate warning
signs, hypertension of-
ten develops silently. A
person may appear
healthy, continue daily
routines, and feel physi-
cally normal while high
blood pressure gradu-
ally damages the heart,
kidneys, brain, and
blood vessels. This is
why medical experts
across the world de-
scribe hypertension as
thesilent killer.

In Pakistan, the
burden of hypertension
is increasing at an
alarming pace. Rapid
urbanisation, unhealthy
eating habits, physical
inactivity, smoking,
stress, and lack of rou-
tine medical checkups
have created conditions
where cardiovascular
diseases are becoming
more common among
both older and younger
populations. Unfortu-
nately, many individu-
als only discover they
have high blood pres-
sure after suffering
from serious compli

THE SILEN NgLN¥:\]
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conditions caused only
by stress or fatigue.
Self-medication and
delayed medical con-
sultation remain com-
mon practices.

A large number of
patients discontinue
medicines once they
start feeling better,
without understanding

ion oftes

ties, long travel dis-
tances, or lack of
awareness. Women,
especially in conserva-
tive societies, fre-
quently neglect their
own health while
prioritising family re-

sponsibilities.
As a result, hyper-
tension often remains
d until it

tions such as stroke,
heart disease, or kidney
failure.

Women Neglect
Their Own Health,
Prioritise Family

What makes hy-
pertension particularly
dangerous is the lack of
awareness surrounding
it. In many households,
people still consider
blood pressure prob-
lems to be temporary

that n
requires lifelong man-
agement and regular
monitoring.

The challenge be-
comes even more seri-
ous in developing re-
gions where access to
healthcare facilities re-
mains limited. In rural
and remote areas,
‘many people are unable
to undergo routine
health screenings due
to economic difficul-

reaches dangerous
stages.

Another worrying
trend is the increasing
prevalence of hyperten-
sion among younger
people. Fast food con-
sumption, excessive
use of digital devices,
reduced physical activ-
ity, and rising mental
stress are contributing
significantly to this is-
sue. The modern

lifestyle has distanced
many people from
healthy daily habits that
once naturally sup-
ported physical
wellbeing. Walking has
been replaced by pro-
longed sitting, home-
cooked meals by pro-
cessed food, and social
interaction by constant
digital engagement.

ublic Awareness
Campaigns are Essen-
tial

Mental health also
plays an important role
in blood pressure re-
lated illnesses. Eco-
nomic uncertainty, un-
employment, work re-
lated pressure, and so-
cial stress contribute
heavily to anxiety and
chronic tension. When
stress becomes a per-

IGNORE

manent part of life, it
directly affects the car-
diovascular system.
Unfortunately, mental
health awareness re-
mains weak in many
societies, where emo-
tional wellbeing is often
ignored or misunder-
stood.

Preventing hyper-
tension does not al-
ways require expensive
treatment. In many
cases, small but con-
sistent lifestyle
changes can signifi-
cantly reduce health
risks. Balanced diets,
reduced salt intake,
regular  exercise,
proper sleep, and
avoidance of smoking
can greatly improve
cardiovascular health.

Even simple daily hab-

its such as walking for
thirty minutes, drinking
enough water, and man-
aging stress levels can
make a noticeable dif-
ference.

Pub]lc awareness
are essential

also become an effec-
tive tool in tackling hy-
pertension.
Telemedicine, mobile
health appllcauons and
digital awareness cam-
paigns can help reach
communities that lack
direct access to medi-
cal  professionals.
Regular blood pressure
monitoring devices are
now more accessible
and can help individu-
als take responsibility
for their own health.
However, technology
alone cannot solve the
problem without pub-
lic willingness to adopt
healthier lifestyles.

A Healthiér Society
Cannot be Built
Through Hospitals
Alone

Healthcare sys-
tems must shift their
focus from treatment
alone to prevention and
carly diagnosis.

Preventive
healthcare is not only
more effective but also
more affordable in the
long term. Hospitals
across Pakistan con-
tinue to face increasing
pressure from patients
suffering from pre-
ventable cardiovascular
icati Invest-

in this regard. Govern-
ments, healthcare insti-
tutions, educational or-
ganizations, and media
platforms must work
together to educate
people about the dan-
gers of uncontrolled
blood pressure.
Schools and colleges
should also encourage
health education pro-
grams that teach young
people the importance
of nutrition, physical
activity, and preventive
healthcare.
Technology can

ing in awareness and
early intervention can
reduce this burden sig-
nificantly.

Women’s health
deserves special atten-
tion in discussions sur-
rounding hypertension.
Pregnancy related hy-
pertension, hormonal
changes, nutritional de-
ficiencies, and limited
healthcare access place
many women at greater
risk. Community level
awareness programs
targeting mothers and
families can play a vi-

tal role in early detec-
tion and treatment.

The role of family
support is equally im-
portant.

Healthy living be-
comes easier when
families collectively
adopt positive habits.
Shared meals with bal-
anced nutrition, re-
duced dependence on
unhealthy food, and en-
couragement for physi-
cal activity can create
healthier communities
from within house-
holds themselves.

World Hyperten-
sion Day should not re-
main a symbolic obser-
vance marked only
through seminars and
official statements. It
should encourage seri-
ous reflection on how
modern lifestyles are
affecting public health.
Hypertension is no
longer a disease affect-
ing only the elderly. It
is becoming a wide-
spread societal chal-
lenge that requires col-
lective responsibility
and long term commit-
ment.

A healthier society
cannot be built through
hospitals alone. It re-
quires awareness, dis-
cipline, preventive care,
and responsible choices
at both individual and
community levels. The
ﬁgh\ against hyperten-
sion begins not in emer-
gency rooms but in our
homes, schools, work-
places, and daily rou-
tines.

If societies truly
wish to reduce the
erowing burden of car-
diovascular disease,
they must recognize
one simple reality. Pre-
vention is always more
powerful than cure.
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Nasirabad Deputy Commissioner Reviews Education Development Assistant Commissioner Reviews
Projects, Directs Tlmely Completion Before Schools Reopen BSDI Development Project in Usta
Commtesions e eiered i | Muhammad, Orders Replacement of
™ e emphasized that Substandard Tuff Tiles

Nasirabad Virender Lal
chaired an important
B ol e et the district administra- USTA MUHAMMAD: - consruction work,  plase hem withnew ma-
! - Acting on the directives During the visit, of-  terials that comy
view the progress of on- pleting all education-re- | Deputy Commis- ficials thoroughly re- with the specifications
g‘;‘\:’g; l:g":““’“rgl?gcf; ;ieug‘gﬁi;‘:}mx& ‘5 sioner Usta Muhammad  viewed the overall ~outlined in the approved
and dispcuss n:;aéms enfum that students and | Muhammad Ramzan progress of the project, PC-I project document.
aimed at improving edu- teachers have access to Palal, Assistant Commis-  construction standards, _ Speaking on the oc-
improved facilities when | SI9P€T Ramzan Ishtiag, and the quality of mate- casion, Assistant Com-
s ihen | accompanied by Assis-  rials being used. missioner Ramzan
s S| tant Director Local Gov- According to offi- Ishtiaq emphasized that

cational infrastructure
reopen- ernment Muhammad cials, concerns were no compromise would

across the district.
The meeting was
attended by the District He further stated
that the Government of
Balochistan is taking se-

Education Officers
(Male and Female) along

i rious measures to mod-
emize the education s

with other relevant offi-

cials from the Education
tor and improve learning
environments across the

Department.
During the session, .«

participants provided a the district. Addressing the par-  mencement of the new province. These initia-
comprehensive briefing Officials also in- ticipants, om- academic session. tives include the con-
on various development formed the meeting missioner Virender Lal He stressed the im-  struction of additional
initiatives, including the about the progress directed concerned au- portance of maintaining ~ classrooms, provision of
construction of new achieved so far, chal- thorities to make every ~strict quality standards basic facilities, restora-
school buildings, addi- lenge< being faced dur- effort to complete all on- and ensuring continu- tion of closed schools,

tional reha- and going ous monitoring of all merit-based recruitment
bilitation of dilapidated the steps taken fo over-  works during the sum-  projects. of teachers, and renova-
educational facilities, come those obstacles mer vacation period so The Deputy Com- tion of aging and dete-

and other key projects and ensure timely that schools are fully missioner made it clear riorating school build-
currently underway in completion of projects.  prepared before the com- that substandard con- ings.

Loralai Commissioner Reviews Education Recruitment Objections,
Reaffirms Commltment to Merit and Transparency

LORALAI: Commis-
sioner Loralai Division
Wali Muhammad
Bareech chaired an im-
portant meeting of the
Complaint Redressal
Committee (CRC) of the
Education Department
to review objections,
complaints, and griev-

Yaseen Jamali, con- identified at certain loca-  be tolerated on the qual-
ducted a detailed inspec- tions regarding the qual- ity of development
tion of the ongoing tuff ity of tuff tiles and the projects being executed
tile paving project being methods used for their under the BSDI initia-
implemented under the installation. Taking im- tive.
BSDI Development mediate notice of the is- He stated that en-
Scheme in Shaheed sue, the Assistant Com- suring transparency, ef-
Murad Colony. missioner directed the ficiency, and proper uti-
The inspection was  contractor and con- lization of public funds
carried out in response cerned staff to remove remains a top priority of
to public complaints re-  all substandard tufftiles  the district administra-
garding the quality of without delay and re- tion.

Deputy Commissioner Kalat Meets

N . .
ance petitions submitted i =k
by candidates from vari- peared before the com- Bareech directed the with government poli- The administration Pubhc Delegatlons’ Re“ews
ous districts regarding mittee. committee toensure that ~ cies, recruitment rules, remains committed to i
e angomgreiimen The candidates S ohecions ndcon. SndSpRabe e henic | Civie Issues, Healthcare Performance,
process. presented their con- plaints submitted by The Commissioner ment process with com- 0

The meeting was cerns, objections, and candidates are ad- reiterated thatonlyquali- plete transparency and and Development PrO]eCtS
attended by Divisional = requests for redress, all - dressed transparently fied, and ili KALAT: Deputy Party (BNP) District sight of public welfare
Director Education Syed of which were carefully and fairly. merii-based candidates The meeting also [ Commissioner Kalat President Mir Qadir projects as a positive
Arif Shah, District Edu- heard and examined by He emphasized that ~ should be selected, en- discussed mechanisms | Munir Ahmed Durrani Bakhsh Mengal, APCA step toward ensuring
cation Officer Loralai the committee. every applicant’s educa- suring that for the timely resolution | held meetings with pub- ~ Kalat District President  transparency, quality,
Muhammad Bakhtiar Under the leader- tional documents and the Education De-  of objections, fair han-| lic delegations and citi- Haji Ghulam Qadir and timelycompletion of

Kakar, District Educa- ship of Commissioner credentials should un- partment benefits from dling of complaints, and | zens from various parts Umrani, Health Depart- development schemes.

tion Officer Musa Khel Wali Muhammad dergo comprehensive the recruitment of ca- the completion of re- | of the district to hear ment official Ziaullah Citizens expressed
Jamaluddin, District Bareech, committee verification so that no pable professionals who ~ cruitment procedures on | their concerns and dis- Mengal, and Polio Focal hope that the district
EducatmnOﬁicerDukk members conducted a deserving candidate is can contribute to im- a purely merit-based | cuss issues affecting lo- Person Abdul Fattah administration would

Principal Degree College detailed review of the treated unjustly. proving educational foundation. cal communities. During Dehwar. continue its efforts to
Professor Sardar Khan, candidates’ grievances He further stated standards across the re- All candidates ap- | the meetings, residents The meetings in- address public issues,
the committee superin- and thoroughly scruti- that merit, transparency, gion. pearing before the CRC | briefed the Deputy Com-  cluded detailed discus-  strengthen service delw—
tendent, and mher mem- nized their academiccre- and fairness would re- He also affirmed were given a full oppor- | missioner on a range of = sions on th situ- ery, and
bers ofthe C dentials, degrees, certifi- main the guiding prin- that all measures are be-  tunity to present their | civic and development- ationin Kalat, the perfor- - opment initiatives axmed
Dunng(he <e<<lon cates, and other relevant  ciples throughout the re-  ing implemented in the viewpoints, and the | related challenges facing mance of the district at improving living stan-
atotal of 16 maleand fe- - documents to ensure a  cruitment proce public interest and that committee agreed to | their respective areas.  health sector, the orga- dards across Kalat D;
di fromthe fair process. All decisions, he any violation of candi- take every possible step DC Kalat listened to  nization ofspom activi-  trict. Deputy Commis-
districts of Dukki, Musa Addressmg the said, would be made dates’ rights would not to address their con-| public grievances and ties, public welfareinitia- sioner Munir Ahmed
Khel, and Zhob ap- meeting, Commissioner strictly in accordance be tolerated. cerns. issued necessary direc- tives, and other matters Durrani reaffirmed the

tives torelevant officials ~ofadministrative i impor-  administration’s commit-

Harnai Administration Inspects Hindu Cremation Ground on various applications tance. Participants ap- ment to public service,

. N . A and fi‘_lomp]almlsdlo;n- pt:ecllimd thedeffons of e“i”‘f govemangel
sure the timelyand effec-  the district administra- and the successfu
Development Project, Reaffirms Commitment to Minority Welfare |areisiiiinsis (8 SUE S St
HARNAI: The district the Hindu community | issues. In addition to lic concerns and particu- opment projects for the
administration of Harnai during challenging [ meeting public delega- larly commended the benefit of local commu-
has intensified efforts to times. tions, Deputy Commis- monitoring of develop- nities. Kalat News,
promote the welfare of At the conclusion | sioner Munir Ahmed ment projects being Deputy Commissioner
minority communities of the visit, ADC | Durrani also held sepa- implemented under the Kalat, Munir Ahmed
and improve facilities at Muhammad Saleem | rate discussions with Balochistan Special De- Durrani, Public Delega-
their religious and cul- Tareen assured commu- | several government of- velopmem Initiative tions Kalal Balochistan

tural sites. In this regard, nity representatives that | ficials, health profes- (BSDI). D de- Special De

Additional Deputy Com- all legitimate issues con- | sionals, and community scribed Initiative, BSDIPmJecm
missioner (ADC) Harnai cerning minorities would : X Kalat Healthcare,
Muhammad Saleem continue to receive pri- Among those who 2

Tareen conducted a de-
tailed inspection of the
ongoing Hindu crema-
tion ground (Shamshan

5hat) development

ority attention. met him were Director

Reaffirming his | Oilseed Balochistan Haji
commitment to constitu- | Muhammad ~ Yahya
tional principles, he [ Baloch, Medical Super-
stated that all minority | intendent ~Teaching
project being executed communities are equal [ Hospital Dr. Nasrullah
under the Balochistan - PSS MY citizens of Pakistan and | Langove, Sports Officer
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SHO among 8 cops kidnapped by armed men
in Upper South Waziristan: pollce

NEWS DESK: UPPER
SOUTH WAZIRISTAN:
Eight police personnel,
including a station
house officer (SHO),
were allegedly kid-
napped by unidéntified
armed men in Upper
South Waziristan on
Wedneeday, officials
said.

‘District Police Of-
ficer (DPO) Arshad
Khan confirmed the in-
cident to Dawn, stating
that those allegedly ab-
ducted included
Sararogha SHO Ahmad
Shah and two members
of the Bomb Disposal
Unit (BDU).

He said the ab-
ducted personnel had
been deployed to the re-
mote Partogai area of
Sararogha tehsil to
neutralise a suspected
unexploded ordnance
(UXO) — explosive
‘weapons that did not ex-
plode when deployed
but remain at risk for

He added that an
initial report has been
entered into the daily
police register, while fur-
ther legal proceedings
are in progress

Local sources re-
ported growing concern
among residents follow-
ing the incident. Tribal
elders, community lead-
ers, nd society rep-
resentatives have called
on the authorities to take
iate and effective
measures to secure the
release of the abducted
personnel.

The kidnapping
comes amid a noticeable
rise in terrorism and se-

the abduction after the
police team completed
its assignment and
started heading back.

Following reports
of the kidnapping, police
launched a large-scale
search operation across
the arca.

DPO Arshad said

According o police
sources, the BDU suc-
cessfully defused the
UXO and
nccessary procedurcs w
the site.

After concluding
the operation, the police
team began its return
journey to the police sta-

trace the abductors and
recover the kidnapped

ly.
Checkpoints and
blockades have been
established along key
mountain routes, entry
and exit points, and
other sensitive loca-

tion. tions to restrict the curity-related incidents

However, while movementofthekidnap- in ~ Upper  South
travelling back, uniden- pers. Waziristan over the past
tified armed men inter- “The safe recovery two weeks,

cepted the police vehicle,
held the personnel hos-
tage and took them to an
undisclosed location.
Preliminary informa-
tion suggests that the
assailants had been ly-
ing in wait and launched

of the abducted person-
nel remains our top pri-
ority. All available re-
sources are being
utilised, and investiga-
tions are underway from
every possible angle,”
the DPO said.

Several shooting
incidents were reported
in recent days, resulting
in multiplé casualties
and injuries.
Accordingto police
and local administration
officials, security chal-

NEWS DESK: The PPP
on Wednesday took ex-
ception to a “sweeping
statement” by Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
regarding the people of
Azad Jammu and -
mir (AJK

Inan interview on a
TV show, the minister
had said that Rawalakot
— which has been in the
grip of protests by the
Joint Awami Action
Committee JAAC) —is

“not Kashmir” and that
he did not consider
people from there
Kashmiris.

Asif had subse-
quently taken to X to
clarify that “Kashmiriat
is defined by the sacri-
fices and struggles
waged over almost eight
decades by Pakistanis,
including Kashmiris and
all others, not by birth
certificates”.

Speaking in the Na-
tional Assembly on
Wednesday, PPP’s Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf'said that
such a “sweeping state-
ment” should not be
given under any circum-
stances, especially from
such a “senior” official.

He said that Asif’s
remarks had hurt the
sentiments of several
people, adding that Azad
Kashmir was a “sensi-
tive area” and care
needed to be taken be-
fore making remarks
about it.

He said that “water
needed to be poured
onto the fire” to address.
the problems of the
Kashmiris. He acknowl-
edged that the govern-
ment and establishment
were trying their best to
address the issues of the

lenges in the region
have intensified, contrib-
utingto a growing sen
of insecurity among res
dents.

Observers note that
such incidents pose se-
rious challenges to law
enforcement agencies
and disrupt normal life
in the region.

Residents have
urged both the federal
and provincial govern-
ments to take urgent
steps to improve law and
order and curb the in-
creasing wave of vio-
lence in Upper South
Waziristan.

After two consecu-
tive months of improve-
ment, Pakistan’s secu-
rity situation deterio-
rated sharply in May
2026, driven primarily by
escalating terrorist vio-
lence in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  and
Balochistan, according
to the Pakistan Institute
for Conflict and Security
Studies.

Hc ;ald that giving
sucl re-

“geopolitically”.
“I have voted for

marks was detrimental
to the Kashmir cause. He
tendered an apology on
sif’s behalf to the
people of Rawalakot.
However, the de-
fence minister pointed to
his post on X regarding
the matter, saying that
he had “presented an ar-
gument that no one be-

came a Kashmiri on the
basis of a birth certifi-
cate”, leading PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari to comment on
the situation.

In his remarks,
Bilawal said that Prim¢
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
wanted to bring the
country out of difficult
situations by “positively
engaging” with the coa-
lition partners and the

ing problems in the pro-
cess. Bilawal said that
Pakistan and the region
stood at a moment when
things were happening

twice.
Tacknowledge his work
ethic, his efforts, his
manners, his intention,
the way he positively
engages with the coali-
tion partners and the op-
position to bring the
country out of difficul-
ties,” he said.
“However, some
ministers create issues

for him. They always
create hurdles in the
work of the prime minis
ter rather than helping
him,” Bilawal said.

Bilawal acknow!
edged that the present
government and all po-
Iitical parties had tried to
resolve the issues in
AJK politically.

“The coalition par-
ties, the opposition, and
every Paklstam should
ask whya minister is still
part of the [federal] cabi-
net after saying, without
backing off, that the
Kashmiris of Rawalakot
are not Kashmiris.

“How is it possible

Khawaja Asif comes under fire in NA for
'sweeping statement' regarding Kashmiris

region.

to tolerate these words
when they are uttered by
a defence minister, let
alone a senior minister?”
Bilawal questioned.
“How do we justify
that the minister is still
in the position and has
not agreed to tender an
apology"' he asked.
art from
Kashmlr endemic prob-
lems and political dlfﬁ—
culties, is it not true that

r’s statement
was similar to igniting
the fire already burning
in Kashmir, instead of ex-
tinguishing it?”

He argued that
such statements had
paved the way for the
protestors to create the
prevailing conditions in

AJK.

The former foreign
minister accepted that
the federal government
and the PPP, since it has
attained power in AJK,
could be held respon-
sible for the faults. How-
ever, he said that the
time has come to extin-
guish the fire.

6 'most-wanted terrorists' killed in
Lower Dir operation: CTD

NEWS DESK: Khyber when they came out of KP Inspector General of
Pakhtunkhwa Counter- their hideouts in the Police (IG) Zulfiqar
Terrorism Department area Hameed commended the
(CTD)and Lower Dir po- district police and CTD
lice killed six suspected and affirmed that these
terrorists during an op- operations “will con-
eration in the district’s tinue with full force un-
hilly areas on Wednes- til terrorismis eradicated
day, according to an of- from the province and
ficial statement. that the writ of the state

The statement, is- will be maintained”.
sued by the CTD, said Interior Minister

“But, the terrorists
opened indiscriminate
fire on police parties”,
the statement said, add-
ing that law enforcers
fired back in retaliation.

Fitna al-Khawa
aterm that the state uses
for the banned Tehreek-

the slam individuals i-Taliban Pakistan. Mohsin Naqvi also
were “most-wanted ter- The CTD statement  praised the CTD and po-
rorists™ who had been  said fi h during lice for the

involved in a recent at-
tack on the Badwan
Bridge checkpost in
Lower Dir, in which Con-
stable  Mohammad
Ismail was martyred.

the operation continued
for a long time, and “six
terrorists were found
dead in the ensuing
search operation™.
According to the

operation”, according to
a post by the Interior
Ministry on X.

“The interior minis-
ter commended the pro-
fessional expertise of

According to the CTD, theslain individu- CTD and police for send-
statement, the CTD and  als were wanted in sev-  ingsix terrorists to hell,”
district police had cor- eral cases of terrorism. it said.

“Six Kalashnikovs,
three hand grenades and
multiple cartridges were
found in their posses-
sion,” the statement
said, adding that the
search operation was
ongoing to arrest their
accomplices who had

doned off the area after
the attack on the Badwan
Bridge checkpost.

It said that the CTD
and district police re-
ceived information
about the presence of “a
group of Fitna-al-
Khawarij terrorists in the
hillyareas of Lower Dir”
and tried to arrest them

CCDKills alleged prime
suspect in seven-year-old girl's
murder case in Sargodha

NEWS DESK:The prime
suspect in the alleged
rape and murder of
seven-year-old
Muntaha Zahra was
killed in an encounter in
Sargodha on Wednes-
day, District Police
Spokesperson Khurram
confirmed while speak-
ing to The Express Tri-
bune.

Muntaha had alleg-
edly been raped and
murdered inside a gro-
cery store building a day
carlier. Police later ar-
rested four suspects and
produced them before
Senior Civil Judge
Chaudhry Imran Ali,
who remanded them to
police custody for six
days for physical inter-
rogation. Police officials
said preliminary investi-
gations d that
astore employee had al-
legedly attempted to as-
sault the girl. When she
resisted and raised an
alarm, the suspect alleg-
edlykilled her.

According to
Khurram, the encounter
took place when officials
of the Crime Control De-
partment (CCD) were
taking the main suspect
to recover the weapon
allegedly used in the
crime.

According to a
monthly security as-
sessment released by the
Pakistan Institute for
Conflict and Security
Studies, Pakistan’s secu-
rity situation deterio-
rated sharply in May
2026, driven primarily by
escalating terrorist vio-
lence in KP and

ed.
The statement said

Khurram said his
associates opened fire
near the Jhal Chakian
Canal bridge while the
suspect was accompa-
nying the CCD team,

of the report, police
launched a search opera-
tion and reviewed foot-
age from CCTV cameras
installed in the area to
recover the missing

leading to an exchange
of fire, in which the lat-
ter was fatally shot by
the attackers.

Th

Footage showed
Muntaha entering the
grocery store but not
exiting it. Acting on the
lead, law enforcement
officials searched the
grocery store building
and found the child's
body. Police collected
the evidence from the
crime scene to appre-
hend the suspects.

The City Police Sta-
tion registered a case
based on the cumpldml
filed by the victim's fa-
ther, naming four indi-
viduals, including the
prime suspect.

vestigation into the in-
cident and are searching
for the accused,” he
added. Muntaha, a resi-
dent of block 8, had left
her home to buy sugar
from a nearby grocery
store and went missing,
upon which her family
filed a complaint with the
police. Afier registration

Telecom bill won’t infringe on private rights: minister

NEWS DESK: Tryingto ~ate Standing Committee
allay the controversy and consultations were
surrounding Pakistan underway.
Telecommunication T
Reorg-ani-sation claimed the bill was not
(Amendment) Bill over controver: and
proposed right-of-way blamed the media for
reforms, Law Min-ister “blowing it out of pro-
Azam Nazeer Tarar on portion”. But he also
Tue-sday said the gov- said further clarifications
ernment had no inten- would be incorporated in
tion of occupying private  the legislation to safe-
property, or installing guard property rights
telecom towers without while supporting digital
the consent of property development and con-
owners. nectivity.

The minister made The committee,
these comments after an  headed by the law min-
in-camera meeting of the ister, included PPP Sena-
parliamentary committee
formed by the prime min-
ister to review the pro-
posed legislation that
could not sail through
the Senate after its ap-
proval by the National
Assembly.

The Senate Stand-
ing Committee on IT and
Telecom had objected to
a clause in the bill that
would allow free instal-
lation of telecom towers
in public spaces, includ-
ing parks, green belts,
and government build-
ings.

minister

The law minister,
however, said no
telecom-related activity
would be carried out on
private premises without
permission, adding that
a sub-committee had
been formed to look into
the matter. The commit-
tee was reviewing objec-
tions raised by the Sen-

tor Sherry Rehman but
she could not attend the
meeting on Tuesday.
Other members were IT
minister Shaza Fatima,
the IT secretary, the eco-
nomic affairs minister,

the attorney general,
MNA Javed Hanif, three
lawyers  Barrister
Zafarullah Khan, Dr
Daud Munir, and Ms
Bayyinah Shah.

The National As-
sembly passed the bill
on June 11, but the Sen-
ate did not approve it.
The Senate Standing
Committee on IT and
Telecom raised objec-
tions to the inclusion of
‘telecom towers and
equipment’ in the bill
aimed at enhancing
fiberisation. The commit-
tee members had noted

that the bill should not
include towers along-
side optical fibre. Right-
of-way reforms Mean-
while, telecom stake-
holders have also waded
into the fray over the

controversy surround-
ing right-of-way re-
forms. They believe that
the debate around Sec-
tion 27B overshadows
the broader objective of
the proposed reforms.
The said provision pro-
poses penalties of up to
Rs50 million for those
who obstruct or delay
the implementation of a
lawfully granted right of
way.
“We understand
the concerns that have
been raised and believe
parliament’s review pro-
cess provides an oppor-

tunity to funhcr refine
the lcglslallon where
needed,” Telecom Op-
erators Association
Chairman Aamir Ibrahim
told Dawn.

“Contrary to some

perceptions, telecom op-
erators do not face a
shortage of private land-
owners willing to host
telecom infrastructure
through mutually
agreed commercial ar-
rangements. The more
common challenges re
late to obtaining permis-
sions and navigating
administrative pro-
cesses in certain hous-
ing societies, gated
communities, and other
jurisdictions where infra-
structure deployment
can face significant de-
lays,” Ibrahim, who is
dlso the Jazz CEO, told

Accordmg to him,
the proposed amend-
ments seek to create a
clearer and more predict-
able framework for
telecom infrastructure
deployment, particularly
for fibre networks that
will be critical for sup-
porting future digital
services and technolo-
gies. He added that
much of the current de-
bate has been driven by
concerns that the re-
forms could affect indi-
vidual homeowners and
private property rights.
“It is important that
any legislation contains
appropriate safeguards
and protections. The
parliamentary process
exists precisely (o exam-
ine such concerns,
strengthen the language
where necessary.

Caught in fighting between security forces and terrorists,
residents in KP's Bara are forced to leave their homes

NEWS DESK: Scoresof conducted day and
night.

families from the Bara
tehsil of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Khyber
district have been com-
pelled to vacate their
homes due to fighting
between terrorists and
security forces in recent
days, in which the resi-
dents say they feel vul-
nerable to drone strikes
and artillery shelling by
both sides.

The displaced fami-
lies are from the Sturikhel
area, which is located
near the border of
Khyber and Orakzai dis-
tricts. Sources in the
area told Dawn that they
were left with no option

ut to vacate their
homes and move to safer
localities.

They said the resi-
dents of Meero Darra,
Sal Gazai, Sawi Kot and
Parrwan villages, in par-
ticular, were forced to
leave their homes due to
artillery shelling and
drone strikes that were

Speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, the
newly displaced resi-
dents told Dawn that the
terrorists also tried to
use them as human
shields.

“We felt completely
insecure and decided to
leave our houses in-
stead of getting caught

in the fighting between
terrorists and security
forces,” said one of the
displaced Sturikhel
tribesmen.

Some of the dis-
placed residents told
Dawn that terrorist
groups had come to Bara
from the Tirah valley in
recent days.

In late 2025 and
early 2026, Tirah’s res

dents also had to leave
their homes in anticipa-
tion of a military opera-
tion against terrorists,
who were holed up in
various parts of the val-
leyat the time.

Sources in Bara said
that clashes between ter-
rorist groups and secu-
rity forces erupted in the
Sturikhel area after the
latter launched intelli-

gence-based opera-
tions.

According to Bara
residents, while most of
the Sturikhel residents
have opted to relocate to
their relatives’ houses in
Bara, some also went to
Peshawar, where they
have their own houses
orare living on rent.

Meanwhile, a jirga
of Sturikhel tribal elders
met officials of lhc

formed them about their
plight. The elders de-
manded that district ad-
ministration officials
register them as inter-
nally displaced persons
and provide them with
adequate official assis-
tance.

Jirga members said
they also intend to meet
security officials in the
Lakar Baba village, lo-
cated near the Sturikhel
area, to discuss the de-
teriorating security situ-
ation.




