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Five Earthquakes in 48 Hours: Seismic Swarm Rocks Balochistan.

Eight Terrorists Killed in Intelligence-Based Operations
Across Balochistan, ISPR Says

Our Correspondent:

Pakistani security forces killed
eight terrorists, including a sus-
pected suicide bomber, during
two intelligence-based opera-
tions in Kharan and Mastung
districts of Balochistan, the
military’s media wing, Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), said on Saturday.

According to ISPR, the
operations were carried out on
June 25 and 26 after intelli-
gence reports identified the
presence and movement of
terrorists in the two districts.

The raids were part of the
military’s ongoing
counterterrorism campaign
against groups involved in vio-
lent attacks across Pakistan.

The first operation took
place in Kharan, where secu-
rity forces intercepted a group
of terrorists based on action-
able intelligence.

During the exchange of
fire, three terrorists were
killed, while several others
were believed to have escaped

Balochistan CM
Orders Probe into
Quetta Restaurant
Owner’s Murder

ALI HAMZA:

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has ordered a
Special Investigation Unit
(SIU) probe into the murder of
Mohammad Hashim Noorzai,
owner of the popular Kabul
Jan Restaurant in Quetta, di-
recting law enforcement agen-
cies to ensure the swift arrest
of those responsible.

Chief Minister’s spokes-
person Shahid Rind said the
provincial government has
sought a detailed report from
the Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP) Balochistan while
transferring the high-profile
murder case to the SIU for an
independent and transparent
investigation.

The investigation will be
headed by an officer of Super-
intendent of Police (SP) rank,
who will lead a specialized
team tasked

with identifying the perpe-
trators, collecting evidence, and
ensuring a professional inquiry
that leads to successful pros-
ecution.

Expressing deep sorrow

File photo of: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has ordered a Special Investigation Unit (SIU)

Abdul Rehman Musakhail,
Yousaf Marri:

QUETTA: In a highly unusual
and alarming geological event,
a rapid succession of five
earthquakes has struck various
parts of Balochistan over the
last 48 hours.

The seismic swarm—
widespread across the districts
of Musakhel, Barkhan, Kohlu,
and Sibi—has left over a hun-
dred homes partially collapsed,
sparked widespread panic, and
injured nearly two dozen
people.

According to the National
Seismic Monitoring Centre
(NSMC) and the Provincial
Disaster Management Author-
ity (PDMA), the sequence of
tremors began on Friday, June

26, and continued through Sat-
urday, June 27, 2026.

Timeline of the 5 Tremors:
A Province on Edge

The consecutive nature of
the shocks has kept residents
outdoors in fear, with major
tremors cutting across the
northeastern block of the prov-
ince.

According to initial reports
from the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA) and local administra-
tions, the series of tremors be-
gan on Friday and continued
through Saturday. While the
shaking was felt widely across
Sibi and Kohlu, the heaviest toll
was felt in the Kingri Tehsil of
Musakhel and areas bordering
Barkhan.

In Musakhel’s Mauza
Chap area, the initial shocks

partially damaged between 80
to 90 residential houses and
injured six people.

A subsequent earthquake
on Saturday morning hit Kingri
and Barkhan, damaging an-
other 25 to 35 homes and in-
juring 10 to 13 more individu-
als. Local officials confirmed
that the tremors caused a ho-
tel roof to collapse in the area,
trapping and injuring two la-
borers.

Cumulatively, the disaster
authority estimates that be-
tween 110 and 125 homes
have been structurally com-
promised or partially de-
stroyed, with a total of 18 to
19 people suffering minor in-
juries from falling debris. Mi-
raculously, no fatalities have
been reported so far.

In response to the disas-

ter, PDMA Balochistan, under
the direction of Relief Commis-
sioner Jahanzeb Khan
Gharsheen, has launched
emergency relief operations.

Medical camps have been
set up in the worst-hit zones to
provide immediate healthcare
to the injured.

Because many residents
are terrified of returning in-
doors due to the threat of on-
going aftershocks, relief teams
are actively distributing emer-
gency tents, bedding, blankets,
kitchen sets, gas cylinders, so-
lar lights, and mosquito nets to
displaced families.

A comprehensive survey
is currently underway by the
district administrations to fully
assess the financial and struc-
tural damages as rehabilitation
efforts begin.

over the killing, Chief Minister
Bugti extended condolences to
the victim’s family and assured
them that the government
would pursue the case until the
culprits are brought before the
courts.

He emphasized that no in-
dividual involved in the murder
would escape the law.

According to Shahid Rind,
Member of the Provincial As-
sembly Malik Naeem Bazai
and the Deputy Commissioner
Quetta are in contact with the
bereaved family, who have
been protesting following the
incident.

The provincial government
is maintaining continuous en-
gagement with the family to
address their concerns.

Calling the murder a grave
incident, the spokesperson said
the Balochistan government is
committed to strengthening
law and order in Quetta by en-
suring a fair, transparent, and
timely investigation.

He reiterated that authori-
ties have been instructed to
arrest the suspects without
delay and deliver justice to the
victim’s family.

with injuries.
In a separate intelligence-

led operation in Mastung, se-
curity forces targeted a loca-

tion following reports of the
possible presence of a suicide

bomber.
After an intense gun

battle, five terrorists, including
the suspected suicide attacker,
were killed.

ISPR said troops recov-
ered a cache of weapons, am-
munition, improvised explosive
devices (IEDs), and motor-
cycles allegedly used by the ter-
rorists.

Clearance and sanitisation
operations are continuing to en-
sure no terrorists remain in the
area.

President Asif Ali Zardari,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
and Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi praised the security
forces for the successful op-
erations.

They commended the
troops’ professionalism and
reaffirmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to eliminating terrorism
and maintaining peace across
the country.

The latest operations are
part of an intensified nation-
wide counterterrorism drive
aimed at dismantling terrorist
networks, preventing future at-
tacks, and strengthening secu-
rity in Balochistan.
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IRC reaches to 29,000 out of school girls in Balochistan
By Shakoor Khan:
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) under
its Teach & Educate
Adolescent Girls with
Community Help
(TEACH) project,
reached out to 29,000
out-of-school girls of 5
districts of Balochistan
including Pishin, Killa
Abdullah,  Nushki,
Kharan and Chagai.

“IRC is striving
hard to promote girl’s
education in
Balochistan besides im-
parting vocational
trainings on financial lit-
eracy and trades to make
them financially inde-
pendent,” said Shareef
Mengal, Head of IRC
Balochistan during a
policy dialogue titled
“Improving future of
girl’s  education in
Balochistan held in col-
laboration with UK aid at
local hotel here.

Balochistan Educa-
tion minister
Naseebullah Mari was
the chief guest while
representatives from the
Education ministry, Di-
rectorate of Special Edu-
cation, Literacy, Non-
Formal Education & Hu-
man Rights Department,
Balochistan Assess-
ment and Examination
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Balochistan Textbook
Board , Policy Planning
Implementation Unit ,
Provincial Institute of
Teachers Education,
Education Support
Programme, Global Part-
nership of Education,
German Agency for In-
ternational Cooperation,
United Nations Interna-
tional Children’s Emer-
gency Fund Society for
Community Strengthen-
ing and Promotion of

Education, Balochistan,
Institute for Develop-
ment Studies and Prac-
tices, Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation
Agency also attended
the event.

The event hosted
conversations with mul-
tiple stakeholders in-
cluding education ex-
perts and government
functionaries on the
barriers faced by girls in
the province in pursu-
ing their education and
discussed possible so-
lutions to combat those
barriers.
salient feature of
the project IRC

While highlighting
the salient feature of the
project IRC chief in

Balochistan Shareef
Mengal said under the
‘Girls Learn’ stream of
the project, 22,000 girls
received classes on
Package A, B and C of
non-formal curriculum,
of them 4000 enrolled in
mainstream formal
schooling system.

Under’ Girls Earn’
stream of the project,
7000 girls completed
Package A of the non-
formal curriculum, out of
these 7000 girls, 5000 re-
ceived training on finan-
cial literacy and business
development planning.
2400 girls received train-
ing on 8 vocational
trades and toolkits and
250 girls received finan-
cial grants to start a
business.Naseebullah

Marri, Education Minis-
ter Balochistan, on the
occasion urged that ‘We
must do our part to re-
move the barriers faced
by girls in the region so
that every girl can pur-
sue her education and
become a valuable mem-
ber of society”

‘The Government is
making all out efforts to
combat the low literacy
rate which has affected
girls from all ethnic
groups, and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds,”

We are committed
to assist and contribute
to building economically
prosperous, and edu-
cated Balochistan, so
every child has access to
education.

He however wel-

comed the support ex-
tended by the Interna-
tional Rescue Commit-
tee for providing educa-
tional and vocational
training opportunities,
saying he is very grate-
ful for the on-ground ini-
tiative of community-
based schools in
Balochistan.”

Abdul Rauf Baloch
– Secretary Secondary
Education on the occa-
sion appreciated the
contributions of IRC for
girls’ education in
Balochistan.

He shared that edu-
cation is a complex sub-
ject which cannot be dis-
cussed without WASH,
health and other facili-
ties. This makes it a re-
sponsibility of all rel-

evant departments and
stakeholders who
should play their role ef-
fectively.

Zain Ul Abedin
Khan, Deputy Director
Programs, IRC, in his re-
marks said that “We as a
society need to commit
to prioritize and focus on
Girls’ Education through
adequate resources.
Girls’ education in
Balochistan is one of the
biggest challenges faced
by the country and to
deal with it we must work
with innovative methods
like Non-Formal Educa-
tion.” He further added
that, “Over the years, we
have realized that if girls
are unable to reach
school, all stakeholders
need to fill the gap and

provide access to life-
long learning opportuni-
ties like productive skills
and life-skills within
communities.
Girl’s education

is correlated
with lower rates

of poverty
The panel discus-

sions established an op-
portunity for the policy
makers and practitioners
to understand that girl’s
education is correlated
with lower rates of pov-
erty and improved health
outcomes. While stimu-
lating dialogue,  the
stakeholders pledged to
work together to eradi-
cate the barriers to girls’
education by providing
gender inclusive facili-
t ies and quality of
education.The event
was a culmination of
three sessions where the
first was hosted to dis-
cuss the barriers faced
by girls in pursuing their
education. The panel-
ists of the first session
classified the barriers
into 3 categories: Cul-
tural, Economic and Ser-
vice Delivery. The pan-
elists recommended Ac-
celerated Learning Pro-
grams (ALPs) as a viable
option while integrated
with skil l-based
trainings and digitaliz-
ing education.

Initiatives to
combat the
barriers to
education

The second ses-
sion was focused on
sustainable initiatives
to combat the barriers
with the help of Non-
Formal Education in
bridging the gap be-
tween primary and sec-

ondary schooling.
Chairperson of the

session,  Mr. Abdul
Khaliq – Chief Planning
Officer Policy, Planning,
and Implementation
Unit welcomed the par-
ticipants and empha-
sized the importance of
solutions to these barri-
ers.

Mr. Ashraf Gichki –
Director Literacy and
Non-Formal Education
shared contribution of
NFE department toward
provision of second
chance of education to
out-of-school children.

Personal
struggles in

overcoming the
barriers to
education
The third and final

session gave the
TEACH clients an op-
portunity to express
their personalized
struggles in overcoming
the barriers to
education.Anam – client
of TEACH project from
Pishin shared that after
joining TEACH ALP
center, she can read
books and newspapers.
Simra from the same dis-
trict shared that her par-
ents don’t allow travel-
ling long distances to
attend school but after
opening of ALP center at
doorsteps, she was able
to join the classroom for
first time in her life.
Haleema from Nushki
district shared that her
mother is the only bread-
winner of home and
works at households of
others to earn income.
Haleema shared that she
is the only child of her
family who can read,
thanks to joining ALP
center.

South-West Asia and the War Against Narcotics:
Where Does Pakistan Stand?

pendent surveys after
March 2025 con-
firmed the effective-
ness of these eradica-
tion drives.

Pakistan’s deter-
mination to combat
narcotics often re-
mains under-reported
internationally, over-
shadowed by outdated
or selective portray-
als.

The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stabil-
ity but also for global
security.

What is urgently
needed is greater rec-
ognition of these ef-
forts by the interna-
tional community and
enhanced cooperation
from agencies such as
the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the
heart of global narcot-
ics trade routes,
Pakistan’s role is both
frontline and decisive.
Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from
a vulnerable transit
zone into a hub of op-
portunity, stability, and
resilience.

 Just as Lady
Macbeth’s imagined
guilt could not be
washed away with
water,

the global commu-
nity cannot absolve it-
self of responsibility
by ignoring Pakistan’s
sacrifices and
achievements in this
ongoing struggle.

The fight against
narcotics requires col-
lective recognition,
support, and action —
not selective narra-
tives.

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once
remarked that “a little
water clears us of this
deed” after the assas-
sination of the King.
Yet, with time, she re-
mained haunted, ob-
sessively rubbing her
hands in an attempt to
cleanse the imagined
stains of blood. The
persistence of narcot-
ics production and
trade in South-West
Asia resembles this
unending struggle — a
dark reality that can-
not be easily washed
away.

Afghanistan has
long been recognized
as the world’s largest
producer of opium,
with its roots tracing
back to the early
1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercus-
sions of this industry
spilled into neighboring
Pakistan and Iran.

In the late 2000s,
Taliban leader Mullah
Omar imposed a strict
ban on poppy cultiva-
tion through threats,
forced eradication, and
severe punishments.
However, as revealed
by the UNODC
Opium Survey 2007,
the ban primarily tar-
geted cultivation while
the trade continued.
After the fall of the
Taliban, opium again
became a major
source of funding for
logistics, weapons, and
militia payments.

In 2022, the
Taliban leadership
once again announced
a ban on poppy culti-
vation, with Hibatullah
Akhundzada officially
declaring significant
reductions. Some

Western reports, sup-
ported by satellite im-
agery, showcased de-
clining poppy fields in
southern Afghanistan.
However, this raises
critical questions: Can
Afghanistan realisti-
cally abandon such a
central economic re-
source while facing
sanctions? And what
consequences does
this shift have for Pa-

kistan? While certain
international outlets
hastily claim that Pa-
kistan has become a
new hub for narcotics,
such narratives ignore
key realities.

The issue is not a
simple matter of “shift-
ing sands” but a com-
plex regional security
challenge.

The porous border
between Pakistan and

Afghanistan, coupled
with cross-border net-
works of drug traffick-
ers, means temporary
shifts in cultivation are
often strategic rather
than permanent.
M o r e o v e r ,
Afghanistan’s pivot to-
wards methamphet-
amine production —
highlighted by satellite
evidence of expanded
ephedra processing

hubs — reflects adap-
tive strategies of traf-
fickers rather than
genuine eradication.

In Pakistan, how-
ever, the situation is
markedly different.
Since 2001, the coun-
try has largely main-
tained its “poppy-free”
status, despite spo-
radic spillovers from
Afghanistan.

Following the

Taliban’s 2022 ban,
some illicit cultivations
did emerge in border
areas,

particularly within
Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed through
Pakistan’s Poppy
Elimination Campaign
(PEC-2025).

This multi-agency
effort, led by the Anti-

Narcotics Force
(ANF) and provincial
administrations, suc-
cessfully destroyed
thousands of acres of
illegal poppy fields.
Over 250 FIRs were
registered, dozens of
arrests were made,
and awareness cam-
paigns were launched
across educational in-
stitutions.

 Importantly, inde-
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Provincial Minister Haji Ali
Madad Jatak Condoles with

MNA Mir Ejaz Hussain
Jakhrani on Son’s Passing

Loralai Administration Seals Milk Shop Over Poor
Hygiene, Destroys Contaminated Milk During Inspection

Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhail Urges Universities to
Embrace Artificial Intelligence and Digital Skills

Quetta Restaurateur Mohammad Hashim
Noorzai Killed in Targeted Shooting

3 Injured in Khanozai Pishin
Motorcycle Explosion Along

National Highway

Staff Reporter:
Q U E T T A :
Mohammad Hashim
Norzai, owner of the
well-known Kabul Jan
Restaurant in Quetta,
was killed after uni-
dentified gunmen
opened fire on his ve-
hicle early Saturday,
according to police.

Police said the in-
cident occurred near
Usmania Hotel on
Kuchlak Bypass,
within the jurisdiction
of Airport Police Sta-
tion.

According to in-
vestigators, Norzai, a
resident of Wazirabad,
Kuchlak, was travel-
ling alone in his private
vehicle from his home
towards Quetta when
unknown assailants in-
tercepted him and
fired multiple shots
before fleeing the
area.

Officers respond-
ing to the scene found
several bullet marks

on the victim’s ve-
hicle. Evidence has
been collected, and an
investigation is under-
way to determine the
motive behind the at-
tack.

Witnesses told lo-
cal media that emer-
gency responders ar-
rived some time after
the shooting. Norzai
was later taken to Civil

Hospital Quetta,
where doctors con-
firmed his death.

A hospital official
said the victim sus-
tained three gunshot
wounds, including one
to the head, which
proved fatal.

Police said the
victim’s family in-
formed investigators
that they were un-

aware of any personal
disputes or threats
against him. Authori-
ties have not an-
nounced any arrests,
and all possible angles
are being examined.

M o h a m m a d
Hashim Norzai was a
well-known business-
man in Quetta. He
opened Kabul Jan
Restaurant on Airport

QUETTA: Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Central Leader and
Provincial Minister
Haji Ali Madad Jatak
expressed heartfelt
condolences to PPP
Larkana Division

President and Mem-
ber of the National As-
sembly (MNA) Mir
Ejaz Hussain Jakhrani
on the sad demise of
his son, Mir Zaid Khan
Jakhrani.

During the condo-
lence visit, Haji Ali
Madad Jatak offered
Fateha and prayed for
the eternal peace of
the departed soul.

He supplicated
that Almighty Allah
grants the deceased

forgiveness, elevates
his ranks, and blesses
him with the highest
place in Jannat-ul-
Firdous.

Among those
present on the occa-
sion were Wadera

Ahmed Nawaz Jatak,
Mir Saadullah Jatak,
Yousaf Bangalzai, Mir
Hafeez Jatak, Chhota
Lahri, Baibarg Jatak,
Tanveer Jatak, and
other political and
community members.

Expressing pro-
found grief over the
loss, the Provincial
Minister extended his
sympathies to Mir
Ejaz Hussain Jakhrani
and the bereaved fam-
ily.  He prayed that Al-

lah Almighty grants
them patience, cour-
age, and strength to
bear this irreparable
loss.

The condolence
gathering concluded
with collective prayers

for the departed soul
and for the bereaved
family during this dif-
ficult time.

Haji Ali Madad
Jatak, Mir Ejaz
Hussain Jakhrani, Mir
Zaid Khan Jakhrani,
PPP News, Pakistan
Peoples Party, Condo-
lence Visit, Quetta
News, Larkana Divi-
sion, Provincial Minis-
ter Balochistan,
Fateha, Political
Leaders Pakistan.

LORALAI : Acting on
the special directives of
Deputy Commissioner
Loralai  Captain (R)
Muhammad Haseeb
Shuja, Assistant Com-
missioner Nadeem
Akram conducted sur-
prise inspections of milk
shops across the city to
ensure compliance with
public health and food
safety regulations.

During the inspec-
tion, the administration
found extremely poor
sanitary conditions at
Ambala Milk Shop,
where a large number of
flies were observed con-
taminating the milk. Tak-
ing immediate action,
the Assistant Commis-
sioner ordered the shop
to be sealed for violat-
ing hygiene standards.

Officials also dis-
posed of the contami-
nated milk on the spot
after declaring it unfit for
human consumption.

The shop owner
was directed to strictly
comply with all govern-
ment health and sanita-
tion regulations before
resuming business. Ac-
cording to the district
administration, no le-
niency will be shown to
individuals or busi-
nesses found endanger-
ing public health
through the sale of con-
taminated or unhygienic
food products. Speaking
to the media during the
inspection, Assistant
Commissioner Nadeem

Akram said that provid-
ing citizens with safe,
pure, and high-quality
food products remains
one of the district
administration's top pri-
orities.

He urged all busi-
nesses dealing in milk,
meat, bakery products,
and other food items to
strictly observe hygiene
and food safety stan-
dards or face legal ac-
tion.  He further an-
nounced that regular in-
spections of hotels, res-
taurants, bakeries, milk

shops, and other food
outlets will continue
throughout the district.
Businesses found sell-
ing substandard, con-
taminated, or unsafe
food products, or main-
taining poor sanitary
conditions, will face
strict penalties, includ-
ing heavy fines, sealing
of premises, and legal
proceedings.

The district admin-
istration also appealed
to the public to report
any incidents involving
unhygienic conditions

or the sale of unsafe
food items.

Officials stated that
prompt public reporting
would help authorities
take timely action to pro-
tect public health and
ensure compliance with
food safety regulations.

The administration
reaffirmed its commit-
ment to maintaining high
food safety standards
and safeguarding con-
sumers through con-
tinuous monitoring and
enforcement across
Loralai District. Loralai
News, Muhammad
Haseeb Shuja, Nadeem
Akram, Food Safety
Loralai ,  Milk Shop
Sealed, Contaminated
Milk.

, Public Health In-
spection, Food Hy-
giene, District Adminis-
tration Loralai, Bakery
Inspection, Restaurant
Inspection, Safe Food
Campaign Balochistan.

NEWS DESK: Gov-
ernor of Balochistan
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail
has emphasized that Ar-
tificial Intelligence (AI)
is no longer a concept of
the future but has be-
come an integral part of
everyday life, transform-
ing sectors such as edu-
cation, healthcare, agri-
culture,  industry, fi-
nance, and governance.

Speaking on the fu-
ture of higher education
and technological ad-
vancement, Governor
Mandokhail said that
countries around the
world, multinational cor-
porations, and interna-
tional investors are mak-
ing significant invest-
ments in AI and automa-
tion, as the global
economy rapidly shifts
toward digital innova-
tion and technology-
driven growth.

He stressed that
Balochistan is laying
strong foundations for
digital transformation by
strengthening public
sector universities and
aligning them with the
demands of modern tech-
nology.

According to the
Governor, this strategic
vision will  assist
policymakers, planners,

and academic institu-
tions in preparing the
province for future chal-
lenges.

Highlighting the
role of university lead-
ership,  Governor
Mandokhail said serv-
ing as a Vice Chancellor
is not only an honor but
also a national respon-
sibility.

He expressed opti-
mism that the day is not
far when young people
from Balochistan will se-
cure careers as AI engi-
neers, software devel-
opers, data scientists,
and researchers instead

of seeking low-skilled
employment as drivers,
laborers, or security
guards in other prov-
inces and Gulf countries.

The people who
learn to adapt in time do
not wait for opportuni-
ties—they create them,"
the Governor remarked.
He warned that failure to
adopt modern technolo-
gies promptly could
leave society lagging be-
hind in an increasingly
competitive world.

Acknowledging the
challenges facing the
province, including pov-
erty, limited resources,

and decades of
underinvestment, Gov-
ernor Mandokhail said
these obstacles have
slowed the transition to
a technology-based
economy. However, he
expressed confidence
that strategic planning,
long-term vision, public-
private partnerships,
and collective efforts
could successfully over-
come these barriers.

The Governor di-
rected Vice Chancellors
of all public sector uni-
versities in Balochistan
to take immediate steps
to introduce Artificial In-

telligence-based cur-
ricula and align academic
programs with the evolv-
ing demands of the glo-
bal job market.

He also instructed
universities to ensure
the full
operationalization of
their research centers,
emphasizing that inno-
vation should be driven
by applied research
rather than purely theo-
retical studies. He noted
that research focused on
practical solutions can
help address the
province's economic, ag-
ricultural, and social
challenges while con-
tributing to sustainable
development.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail  further
stressed the importance
of equipping young
people with digital skills
on a large scale, enabling
them not only to secure
employment but also to
become entrepreneurs
capable of creating new
job opportunities for
others. He revealed that
work is already under-
way to establish Artifi-
cial Intelligence Centers
and laboratories at sev-
eral public sector univer-
sit ies across
Balochistan.

From Out
Correspondent:
KHANOZAI: A sud-
den explosion on a mo-
torcycle injured three
individuals near the
Khanozai area of
Pishin district along
the National Highway,
local authorities con-
firmed on Friday.

According to
Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police (DSP)
Inayat, the blast was
accidental.

The individuals
riding the motorcycle
were transporting ex-
plosive materials typi-
cally used in nearby
chromite mines when

the cargo unexpect-
edly detonated in tran-
sit.

”The explosive
material went off sud-
denly while the motor-
cycle was in motion,”
DSP Inayat stated,
clarifying that the in-
cident appears to be a
mishap during trans-
port rather than an act
of terrorism.

Casualties and
Medical Response

The blast resulted
in severe injuries to all
three riders.

According to
medical and police
sources, two of the
victims suffered leg

Road in October last
year, and the restau-
rant quickly gained
popularity among resi-
dents for its Afghan
cuisine and hospitality.

The investigation
remains ongoing, and
officials have ap-
pealed to anyone with
information about the
incident to come for-
ward.

Pasni Assistant Commissioner Inspects Hospital, Drug Rehabilitation
Centre, and Main Market to Strengthen Public Health Standards

GWADAR/PASNI: In
line with the vision of
Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz
Bugti and the directives
of the Gwadar district
administration, Assis-
tant Commissioner Pasni
Khusro Dilawari con-
ducted a comprehensive
inspection of the Pak-
Omani Hospital, the lo-
cal Drug Rehabilitation
Centre, and the Main Ba-
zaar to ensure quality
healthcare services, safe
medicines,  hygienic
food, and a clean public
environment.The in-
spection was accompa-

nied by Tehsildar Pasni
Abdul Rehman Baloch
and Social Welfare Of-
ficer Tasdeeq Aslam,
who reviewed public
service delivery and hy-
giene standards at the
visited facilities.

During the visit to
Pak-Omani Hospital and
the Drug Rehabilitation
Centre, the Assistant
Commissioner in-
spected various depart-
ments, assessing clean-
liness, healthcare facili-
ties, the availability of
medicines, and overall
administrative arrange-
ments. He instructed the

concerned authorities to
further improve sanita-
tion standards and en-
sure that patients re-
ceive timely and quality
medical care.

Later, the inspection
team visited Pasni's
Main Bazaar,  where
shops selling food items
were examined for prod-
uct quality,  hygiene
conditions, and the pres-
ence of expired goods.
Shopkeepers were
strictly directed to com-
ply with food safety
regulations and ensure
that only quality prod-
ucts are offered to con-

sumers. Assistant Com-
missioner Khusro
Dilawari emphasized that
protecting public health
and ensuring consumer
safety remain among the
district administration's
highest priorities.

He warned that
strict legal action would
be taken against anyone
involved in the sale of
expired, substandard, or
unsafe products.

He further stated
that regular inspections
of healthcare facilities,
markets, and food out-
lets will continue as part
of the administration's

efforts to maintain hy-
giene standards and
safeguard public health.

These initiatives are
aimed at ensuring that
residents have access to
safe, healthy, and high-
quality services and
consumer goods.

The district admin-
istration reaffirmed its
commitment to improv-
ing public service deliv-
ery,  strengthening
health and safety regu-
lations, and promoting a
cleaner and healthier en-
vironment for the people
of Pasni and the wider
Gwadar district.

amputations due to the
impact of the explo-
sion, and one remains
in critical condition.

First responders
rushed to the scene to
provide immediate
first aid. Due to the
severity of their inju-
ries, all three victims
were subsequently
transferred to a ter-
tiary care hospital in
Quetta for advanced
medical treatment.

An investigation
into the incident is on-
going to determine if
safety protocols for
transporting commer-
cial mining explosives
were violated.
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India resorting to covert tactics, using proxies
to destabilise Pakistan: PM Shehbaz

FM Dar announces arrival of 22 more Iranian
sailors aboard vessel intercepted by US forces

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Friday announced
the safe arrival of 22 Ira-
nian crew members of the
vessel Lenore/Davina in
Karachi, who had re-
cently been interdicted
by US authorities, say-
ing arrangements were
being finalised for their
earliest return to Iran.

"I am pleased to

The crew arrived at
Karachi port in the pres-
ence of Foreign Office
officials and were trans-
ferred to the consulate
after completing emer-
gency entry formalities,
Iran’s official  news
agency IRNA reported,
citing consulate offi-
cials.

The deputy prime
minister said Pakistan

had remained in close
contact with both the US
and Iranian authorities
throughout the process.

According to Dar,
the latest group was the
fourth batch of Iranian
crew members whose re-
patriation has been facili-
tated by Pakistan over
the past two months.

He said Pakistan
had so far assisted in the
repatriation of more than
70 Iranian nationals, in-
cluding the latest group
of 22, through its terri-
tory.

Expressing grati-
tude to the Iranian lead-
ership, Dar said he ap-
preciated the trust re-
posed in Pakistan for fa-
cilitating the repatriation

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said on Saturday that In-
dia was trying hard to
avenge the humiliating
setback of last year’s war
through “covert tactics”
and “proxies” aimed at
creating instability in
Pakistan.

“Our eastern
neighbour, having suf-
fered a humiliating set-
back in the conflict in
May last year, has in-
creasingly resorted to
covert tactics and the
use of proxies in an at-
tempt to undermine the
hard-earned peace and
stability in our country,”
the premier said while
noting that Pakistan was
navigating conflicts and
multi-faceted security
challenges, marked by a
dangerous combination
of international and in-
ternal threats.

The prime minister
was addressing a pass-
ing-out parade of the
125th Midshipmen
Course and the 33rd
Short Service Commis-
sion (SSC) Course as a
chief guest at the Paki-
stan Naval Academy in
Karachi.

Referring to the Af-
ghan insurgency, the
premier said, “Our val-
iant armed forces con-
tinue to confront the
menace of foreign-spon-
sored terrorism emanat-
ing from our western
borders,” adding that
the nation stood shoul-
der-to-shoulder with its
brave armed forces.

He said the entire
country remained stead-
fast in its “iron resolve”
to defeat the nefarious
designs of enemies,
while continuing to pur-
sue peace, dialogue and
diplomacy to address all
outstanding disputes.

PM Shehbaz also
highlighted that the ad-
dress was taking place
in the backdrop of monu-
mental global develop-

ments affecting lives in
ways “unimaginable be-
fore”.

“Pakistan stands
proud as a peacemaker
in the comity of nations.
Pakistan’s sincere media-
tion efforts with the sup-
port of brotherly and
friendly countries led to
the historic signing of
the Islamabad Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MoU) between the
United States and Iran,”
the premier emphasised.

He also paid tribute
to the Chief of Defence
Forces and Chief of
Army Staff, Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir for his
relentless efforts to-
wards regional peace.

Commenting on the
recent visit of Iranian
President Masoud
Pezeshkian to Pakistan,
PM Shehbaz said, “It
was not only a manifes-
tation of the strong
brotherly ties between
Pakistan and Iran but
also an
acknowledgement of
Pakistan’s important role
to promote peace in the
region.”

The premier also
stressed the evolving
regional situation and
highlighted the impor-
tance of maritime secu-
rity for the global

economy and interna-
tional supply chains.

“Today, the right of
free passage and free-
dom of navigation are no
longer luxuries but have
become an absolute ne-
cessity for the entire
world.”

The premier reiter-
ated the government’s
commitment towards
strengthening the navy
as a “potent and effec-
tive force” that is “not
only capable of ensuring
national defence, but
also acting as a
stabilising force in the
wider maritime region”.

He noted that the
strategic naval force
produced “tangible op-
erational results” during
operations Marka-e-Haq
and Bunyanum
Marsoos against India.

While advocating
the Kashmir and Pales-
tine causes, the PM reit-
erated the country’s
resolute and unwaver-
ing commitment towards
the “just” causes.

Addressing the ca-
dets, the head of the
government further said
that they were joining
the maritime force at a
time of profound trans-
formation. He under-
scored the importance of
modernising naval capa-

bilities, particularly in
the domains of artificial
intelligence (AI) and un-
manned systems, to
meet emerging chal-
lenges across the seas
and beyond.

Concluding his ad-
dress, he congratulated
the cadets for success-
fully pursuing the
course.

“The rank you wear
on your shoulders today
carries immense respon-
sibility. As you embark
on this noble profes-
sion, always remember:
calm waters do not test
a sailor nor do fair winds
define a captain. It is the
rough seas and strong
winds that test one’s
mettle.”

Cadets from Turkey,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Iraq, and Djibouti
were also among the
passing-out officers.

According to the
Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO), PM Shehbaz had
arrived in Karachi earlier
in the morning, where
Sindh Governor Nehal
Hashmi and Chief Min-
ister Murad Ali Shah
welcomed him.

Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif and Infor-
mation Minister Ataullah
Tarrar also accompanied
the premier on the visit.

process.
"I also commend

the dedicated efforts of
the team at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and all
the Pakistani institu-
tions for their profes-
sionalism and commit-
ment to ensure the
smooth and safe repa-
triation of our Iranian
brothers to their home-
land," he said.

Iran and the US
reached a 14-point un-
derstanding mediated
by Pakistan, which en-
tered into force on June
18 after being electroni-
cally signed by Iranian
President Masoud
Pezeshkian and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

The agreement in-
cludes provisions on
ending hostilities across
multiple fronts, includ-
ing Lebanon, reopening
the Strait of Hormuz, and
lifting the US naval
blockade on Iran.

The crew were
aboard a tanker inter-
cepted by US authori-
ties during heightened
tensions in the Gulf af-
ter Washington im-

share that twenty-two
Iranian crew members of
the vessel Lenore/
Davina, recently inter-
dicted by US authori-
ties, have safely arrived
in Karachi this after-
noon," Dar said in a post
on X.

He said Pakistan
was working closely
with the Iranian diplo-
matic missions to facili-
tate the crew members'
safe and early repatria-
tion to their homeland.

"Arrangements are
now being finalised in
close collaboration with
the Iranian Missions in
Pakistan to facilitate
their earliest and safe
return to their home-
land," he said.

posed a naval blockade
on Iranian oil shipments
following the outbreak
of hostilities on Febru-
ary 28, when US and Is-
raeli strikes targeted
Iran. Tehran has de-
scribed the seizure as il-
legal and part of US pres-
sure tactics during the
conflict.

Earlier in May, Paki-
stan had facilitated the

transfer of 22 Iranian
crew members held
aboard the container
ship MV Touska, which
US forces had seized in
the Gulf of Oman. Paki-
stani officials had de-
scribed that move as a
"confidence-building
measure" between
Washington and Tehran.

Later that same
month, Pakistan had an-
nounced the successful
repatriation of 11 Paki-
stani nationals along
with 20 Iranian citizens
who had been aboard
vessels seized by the US
in international waters.
FM Dar had said that all
31 individuals were in
good health and had ar-
rived in Bangkok.


