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NEWS DESK:

death of the male head of the fam-
ilyand serious injuries to his wife.

Four policemen were injured on
Saturday when a roadside bomb
exploded near their vehicle in the
Dasht area of Mastung district,
adjacent to Quetta.

According to police, uniden-
tified assailants had planted the
explosive device along the Mian
Ghandi Link Road near Pir Wali.
The blast occurred as a police
vehicle transporting prisoners
from Dasht court to Mastung jail
passed the location. The vehicle
sustained partial damage.

SHO  Dasht  Akhtar
Muhammad confirmed that the
four personnel received minor in-
juries. They were provided first
aid at the scene and are reported
to be in stable condition, out of
danger. Following the explosion,
heavy contingents of security
forces reached the site, cordoned
offthe area, and initiated a search
operation.

police, Ali Jamil
was driving to Karachi late at
night with his wife and two young
daughters. Misled by incorrect
directions from Google Maps, the
family inadvertently entered the
remote Khand area of Dasht.

Terrorists signaled the ve-
hicle to stop, but when the driver
failed to comply, the assailants
opened fire. Ali Jamil was killed
instantly at the scene. His wife
sustained critical injuries, while
the couple's two young daugh-
ters miraculously escaped un-
harm

Upon receiving the report,
police rushed to the location, re-
covered the body and the injured
woman, and shifted them to a
nearby hospital for medical treat-
ment.

The incident has once again
highlighted security concerns
along the Quetta-Karachi high-
way pamcularly in remote and
d areas. Police have

people were
seriously injured when explosive
material they were transporting
on a motorcycle detonated acci-
dentally in the Zargona area near
Khanuzai.

Police said the trio, identified
as Zahoor, Faisal, and Muhammad
Afzal, were riding a motorcycle
carrying blasting material sourced
from a local site when the sub-
stance suddenly exploded. The
injured were given initial medical
treatment and later referred to
Quetta in critical condition for
further treatment.

Another tragic incident oc-
curred when a family traveling
from Quetta to Karachi came un-
der terrorist fire, resulting in the

ool investigation and
efforts are underway to appre-
hend the attackers.

Similary h drverand s

File Photo: A bird flies near an Iranian flag and a banner with a picture of Iran's Su-
preme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei, in Tehran.

curity guard of C:
Loralai Division Wali Muhammad
Barich were injured when his of-
ficial vehicle overturned on the
Musa Khail Road near Kashpan
due to high speed.

According to police, the
Commissioner was travelling to
Loralai with his driver and guard
when the vehicle lost control.
Commissioner Barich remained
unhurt. Police and rescue teams
rushed to the scene and shifted
the injured to the Teaching Hos-

pital for treatment.
I "

Iran's Khamenei says US-Israeli war
crimes must be pursued vigorously
in national, international courts

NEWS DESK:

Iran's Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei on
Sunday calied on the country's
judiciary to pursue and restore
the rights of Iranians violated dur-
ing what he described as the
United States' and Israel's wars
of aggression against Iran since
last year.
"Blood of those killed in the
two wars of aggression against
Iran — waged by the US and Is-
rael in June 2025 and February
2026 — together with the physi-
cal, psychological, material, and
5plnlual damage inflicted on Iran
and its people inside and outside
the country, forms the basis for
hundreds or even thousdnds of
significant legal cases," said
Khamenei in a message issued to
mark Judiciary Week and the an-
niversary of the killing of Ayatol-

lah Mohammad Beheshti and his
companions.

amenei also cited the kill-
ing of children, war crimes in the
southern Iranian cities of Minab
and Lamerd, attacks on medical
and public service facilities, and
the deaths of civilians ranging
from newborn infants to elderly
people.

He called for determined ef-
forts to pursue such cases
through both domestic and inter-
national legal mechanisms.

Khamenei said one of the
judiciary's foremost responsibili-
ties was to seek legal redress for
damages inflicted on Iran by "in-
ternational criminals dnd | arrogant
and aggressive powers".

"The pursuit and restoration
of the rights violated by interna-
tional criminals and aggressive
powers, particularly over the past
year, is among the judiciary’s most
important responsibilities,"

Khamenei said.

He said safeguarding the
rights of the Iranian people ex-
tended beyond individual legal
matters and included defending
the country's collective rights
against crimes committed by for-
eign powers.

Khamenei said Iran's judi-
ciary was responsible for protect-
ing citizens'rights, safeguarding
public freedoms, combating cor-
ruption, enforcing justice and en-
suring the implementation of the
law, adding that success in ful-
filling these duties would
strengthen public confidence in
the judicial system.

Iran and US step up attacks
and threaten to escalate

Tran launched missiles and
drones on US military sites in
Kuwait and Bahrain earlyon Sun-
day, shortly after President
Donald Trump threatened to
wipe out the ?Iranian leadership

if they did not stick to the interim
agreement to end their war.

Israel said on Sunday it had
struck Iran-backed armed
Hezbollah militants in Lebanon on
Saturday, just a ?day after it
agreed the latest ceasefire deal
with Lebanon to calm fighting that
Iran says must end if the wider
agreement is to stick.

The US military said earlier it
had struck Iran again, hours after
a tanker was hit in the Strait of
Hormuz, the world's most impor-
tant energy shipping route, which
Tehran has largely closed for most
of the conflict.

"There may come a point
when we are no longer able to be
reasonable, and will be forced to
militarily complete the job that we
?very successfully started,"”
Trump said on social media.

"If that happens, the Islamic
Republic of Iran will no longer ex-
ist!" he added.

Iran, US continue escalating attacks, recriminations over peace deal

NEWS DESK:

Iran and the US continued their
attacks in the Gulf as each ac-
cused the other of violating an
increasingly precarious interim
deal signed less than two weeks
ago to end their four-month-old
war.

Shortly after President
Donald Trump warned the US
might "militarily complete the
job", Iran early on Sunday
“?launched missiles and drones
on US militarysites in Kuwait and
Bahrain, continuing a series of
escalating attacks.

Beyond the Gulf, Israel said
it had struck Iran-backed
Hezbollah militants in southern
Lebanon as fighting continued in
an area Tehran says is key to its
peace deal with Washingfon.

The US military said earlier it
had struck Iran again, hours after
a tanker was hit in the Strait of
Hormuz, the world's most impor-
tant energy shipping route, which
Iran had largely cut off for most
of ?the conflict.

Iraq foreign minister tells fran
counterpart Hormuz should re-
open

Trags foreign minister said in
ameeting on Sunday with his Ira-
nian counterpart that it was im-
portant to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz and lift the US naval
blockade on Iran.

Iraq does not support ex-
panding the scale of the war on
the Gulf states, and does not
back attacks on Iran, Fuad
Hussein told Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araqchi, who is
visiting Baghdad.

Araghchi urges US to press
Israel to end attacks on Lebanon

Tranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi called on the
United States to press Israel to
end its attacks on Lebanon, say-
ing all provisions of the memo-

randum of understanding (MoU)
signed between Tehran and
Washington must be imple-
‘mented, Al Jazeera reported.
Speaking in Baghdad,
Araghchi said Israel continued to
carry out air strikes on Lebanon

despite having accepted the
MoU.

He urged Wa;hmglon to
“live up to its responsibility" and
compel Israel to end its attacks
inorder to bring the war toa close.

Araghchi also called on the
United States to press Israel to
withdraw from the areas it occu-
pies in Lebanon, describing it as
the first clause of the MoU.

Iran to oversee Strait of
Hormuz for next 30 days, says
Araghchi

Tranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi said the Strait
of Hormuz would remain under
Iran's "total oversight and man-
agement" for the next 30 days, Al
Jazeera reported.

Speaking during a visit to
Iraq, Araghchi said he had briefed
his Iraqi counterpart on the out-
comes of the war imposed on Iran
and on developments related to
the memorandum of understand-
ing signed between Iran and the
United States.

"The Strait of Hormuz re-
mains under the total oversight
and management of Iran through
the 30 coming days, and after all
obstacles are removed, the total
capacity of the waterway will be
restored. This is what we are
working on," he said.

Araghchi added that respon-
sibility for the waterway rested
solely with Iran, saying any in-
tervention or unilateral action by

another party would exacerbate
the situation and delay the re-
opening of the strait.

Iran's foreign minister thanks
Iraq for support during conflict

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi thanked Iraq for
its support during the recent con-
flict, saying the Iraqi government
and people had stood by Iran
throughout the war.

Speaking at a joint news con-

tently supported the Iranian
people, who were victims of "Is-
racli-American aggression”.

"The people and government
of Iraq have always extended their
support during the war," Araghchi
said, adding that "the Iraqi people
have always supponcd their Ira-
nian brothers".

Iran condemns US strikes as
violation of interim deal

Iran said on Sunday that US
airstrikes targeted several mq
toring and surveillance facil
on Iran's southern coast, calling
the attacks a violation of an in-
terim deal meant to end the four-
month-old war between the two
countries.

"These brutal attacks ... show
that the US does not place the
slightest value and credibility on
its commitments, and breaking
promises is part of its nature," the
Foreign Ministry said in a state-
ment.
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Plastic in the Womb: Balochistan’s Invisible Health Cris

ByMyra Zahid:
In the dusty plains of
Balochistan, where
drought already strains
farms and families, a

different kind of
threat is moving in qui-
etly. It cannot be seen,
smelled, or stopped at
the door.

It is microplastics,
plastic fragments smaller
than five millimeters, and
they are now turning up
in the air we breathe, the
soil we farm, and even
inside newborn babies.

Microplastics form
when plastic waste
breaks down under sun,
heat, and friction.

They have been
found almost every-
where scientists have
looked: household dust,

rmland, drinking water,
vegetables, and human
tissue.

The United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) estimates that
the average person eats
and breathes in roughly
39,000 to 52,000
microplastic particles
every year.

In 2019, a global
study commissioned by
WWF  International
made headlines when it
calculated that people
may be ingesting close
to a credit card’s worth
of plastic every week.
The Express Tribune
carried the story for Pa-
kistani readers, a re-
minder that this is not a
distant problem, but one
already inside our food

an estimated 6.41 million  world’s worst plastic  ingbefore birth. In 2020, microplastics can
tons of plastic waste a polluters. scientists in Italy found carry toxic chemicals
year, according to the When this waste ‘microplastics inside ~ such as BPA and phtha-
Development breaks down in open the human placenta for lates, both known to dis-
Programme (UNDP), dumps, fields, and gut- the first time, proofthat - rupt hormones.
with the vast majority ters, it does not disap- ~plastic particles can pass These chemicals are
never properly col- pear. It fragments from a pregnant mother linked to low birth
lected or recycled. The into microplastics to her unborn child. weight and long-term
World Wide Fund that drift into the air or Since then, researchers ~developmental risks in
for Nature (WWF) says sink into the soil, even- have also  found children.
86 percent of the tuallyworkingtheirway microplastics in human In Pakistan, a 2024

and water, , country’s plastic waste into the crops we eat.  breast milk. study by the University

Pakistan’s i mismanaged, Mothers and According to expo-  of Karachi’s Institute of
Plastic left in open dumps, o .1 suredatareportedinthe Marine Science found

burned, or washed into  Babies at RisK  Joumal of the Pakistan ‘microplastics in the

Problem rivers and the sea. That The most alarming  Medical Association breast milk of lactating

Pakistan generates puts Pakistanamongthe discoveries are happen- (JPMA), mothers in fishing com-

munities along the
Karachi coast,

where seafood is
eaten almost daily. No
equivalent study has yet
been done in
Balochistan, but the

risk factors are fa-
miliar here too: commu-
nities along the Gwadar,
Pasni, and Ormara coast-
line depend

just as heavily on
the sea, while facing
even thinner access to
maternal and child
healthcare.

‘What Can Be
Done

There are practical
defenses. Lab tests
show that fine water fil-
ters (around 0.2 microns,
such as certified reverse-
osmosis systems) can
remove 94 to 100 per-
cent of plastic particles
from drinking

water.

Balochistan’s Agri-
culture Department is al-
ready distributing seeds
for home gardening.
Families

growing their own
vegetables on terraces
or small plots, using
compost instead of plas-
tic mulch, can

cut their exposure
while also improving
food security.

Small dally habits
help too: choosing cloth
bags and glass or metal
bottles over plastic,
never heating

food in plastic con-
tainers, and never burn-
ing plastic waste, which
releases microplastics
and toxic fumes directly
into the air.

A Policy Gap,
and a Climate

Connection

Experts say
microplastic pollution
needs to be treated as
both an environmental
and a public health

issue. That means
enforcing waste man-
agement laws, banning
single-use plastics and
plastic

mulching in farm-
ing, and monitoring
microplastics in soil, air,
and food, something
Pakistan currently does
verylittle of.

Climate change is
making the problem
worse.

Rising heat speeds
up plastic breakdown,
drought driven dust
storms carry particles
further through the air,
and floods wash plastic
waste into farmland and
waterways. Protecting
mothers and children
from microplastics s, in
that sense, also a matter
of climate justice.

Pakistan’s progress
on the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals is
already behind: official
data shows

reliable figures exist
for less than 10 percent
of SDG indicators na-
tionally, and only 7 per-
cent for

Balochistan.
Microplastics sit at the
intersection of two of
those goals, SDG 13 (Cli-
mate Ac(ion) and

3 (Good
Health and Well-being),
yet remain almost en-
tirely unmeasured here.
The Bottom
Line

Microplastics are
invisible, but the risk
they carry is not. In a
province already facing
drought, poverty,

and stretched
healthcare, this is a
threat reaching the next
generation before it is
even born.

Waterfiltration,
home gardens, and less
plastic use can help right
now. But lasting protec-
tion will need
realmonitoring, enforced
policy, and research —
starting with the studies
Balochistan still doesn’t
have.

South-West Asia and the War Against Narcotics:
Where Does Pakistan Stand?

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once
remarked that “a little
water clears us of this
deed” after the assas-
sination of the King.
Yet, with time, she re-
mained haunted, ob-
sessively rubbing her
hands in an attempt to
cleanse the imagined
stains of blood. The
persistence of narcot-
ics production and
trade in South-West
Asia resembles this
unending struggle—a
dark reality that can-
not be easily washed
away.

Afghamslan has
long been recognized
as the world’s largest
producer of opium,
with its roots tracing
back to the early
1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercus-
sions of this industry
spilled into neighboring
Pakistan and Iran.

In the late 2000s,
Taliban leader Mullah
Omar imposed a strict
ban on poppy cultiva-
tion through threats,
forced eradication, and
severe punishments.
However, as revealed
by the UNODC
Opium Survey 2007,
the ban primarily tar-
geted cultivation while
the trade continued.
After the fall of the Western reports, sup- kistan? While certain Afghanistan, coupled hubs — reflects adap-
Taliban, opium again ported by satellite im-  international outlets with cross-border net- tive strategies of traf-
became  a major agery, showcased de- hastily claim that Pa- works of drug traffick- fickers rather than
source of funding for clining poppy fields in kistan has become a ers, means temporary genuine eradication.

logistics, weapons, and  southern Afghanistan. new hub for narcotics, shifts in cultivation are In Pakistan, how-
militia payments. However, this raises such narratives ignore often strategic rather ever, the situation is
In 2022, the critical questions: Can key realities. than permanent. markedly different.
Taliban leadership Afghanistan realisti- The issueisnota M o r e o v e r, Since 2001, the coun-
once again announced cally abandon such a simple matter of “shifi- Afghamsmn spwut to- try has largcly mam-
a ban on poppy culti- central economic re- ing sands” but a com- wards meth tained its “poppy-fi
vation, with Hibatullah source while facing plex regional security amine production — status, despite spo-
Akhundzada officially sanctions? And what challenge. highlighted by satellite radic spillovers from
declaring significant consequences does The porous border  evidence of expanded ~Afghanistan.

reductions. Some this shift have for Pa- between Pakistan and ephedra processing  Following  the

Taliban’s 2022 ban,
some illicit cultivations
did emerge in border
areas,

particularly within
Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly
addressed through
Pakistan’s  Poppy
Elimination Campaign
(PEC-2025),

This multi-agency
effort, led by the Anti-

Narcotics Force
(ANF) and provincial
administrations, suc-
cessfully destroyed
thousands of acres of
illegal poppy ficlds.
Over 250 FIRs were
registered, dozens of
arrests were made,
and awareness cam-
paigns were launched
across educational in-
stitutions.

Importantly, inde-

pendent surveys after
March 2025 con-
firmed the effective-
ness of these eradica-
tion drives.

Pakistan’s deter-
mination to combat
narcotics often re-
mains under-reported
internationally, over-
shadowed by outdated
or selective portray-
als.

The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stabil-
ity but also for global
security.

What is urgently
needed is greater rec-
ognition of these ef-
forts by the interna-
tional community and
enhanced cooperation
from agencies such as
the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the
heart of global narcot-
ics trade routes,
Pakistan’s role is both
frontline and decisive.
Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from
a vulnerable transit
zone into a hub of op-
portunity, stability, and
resilience.

Just as Lady
Macbeth’s imagined
guilt could not be
washed away with
water,

the global commu-
nity cannot absolve it-
self of responsibility
by ignoring Pakistan’s
sacrifices and
achievements in this
ongoing struggle.

The fight against
narcotics requires col-
lective recognition,
support, and action —
not selective narra-
tives.
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Unknown Gunmen Open Fire at Ziarat Zero Point; One
Kllled Three In] ured Including Two Pollcemen

Sardar Muhammad 4

on
ZIARAT: Accordmg
to reports received
from the scenic tour-
ist destination of Ziarat
in Balochistan, uni-
dentified armed men
opened fire at Zero
Point, Ziarat, leaving
one person dead and
three others injured,
including two police
personnel.

Sources said that
the deceased and in-
jured were immedi-
ately shifted to a
nearby hospital for =S
medical treatment. the areas of Pechi and  while another member Followingthe inci- incident, demanding

Amongthe injured  MilliKilli, respectively. ~ of the religious group dent, local residents the immediate arrest of
are two police offi- Reports further sustained injuries. staged a protest sit-in those responsible and
cials, identified as Asif indicate that the de- Both individuals are outside the Deputy improved security
Khan and Asghar ceased was a member said to be residents of Commissioner’s Of- measures in the re-
Khan, who belong to ofthe Tablighi Jamaat, Pishin district. fice against the firing gion.

Musakhel Administration Launches
Emergency Relief Operations After Earthquake,
Medical Camps Set Up in Kingri

1 A

MUSAKHEL : On areas. Teams of doc- ityhealthcare services, of damaged houses to coordinating with
the special directives tors and healthcare and the transparent and public infrastruc- relevant departments
of Deputy Commis- professionals are pro- assessment of dam- ture. The surveys are to ensure that all
sioner Musa Khel viding free medical ages to ensure timely intended to accurately earthquake victims re-
Abdul Razzaq treatment, medicines, relief," he stated. determine the extent ceive the support and
Khajjak, the district staid to i The Deputy Com-  of losses and ensure assistance they need
administration has residents and those re- missioner added that the fair and transpar- during the recovery
launched emergency quiringurgent medical emergency response ent distribution of re- phase.
reliefoperations in the ~ attention. teams remain on high lief assistance. Musa Khel Earth-
carthquake-affected In a message is- alert throughout Tehsil Abdul Razzaq quake, Kingri Earth-
areas of Tehsil Kingri, sued on the occasion, Kingri and are con- Khajjak reaffirmed quake Relief, Abdul
providing immediate Deputy Commissioner tinuously supplying that the administration Razzaq  Khajjak,
assistance to residents Abdul Razzaq Khajjak medical assistance, is closely monitoring Deputy Commissioner
impacted by the recent  said the district admin-  food items, and relief the rehabilitation pro- Musa Khel, Earth-
seismic activity. istration stands firmly tents to families af- cess and will continue quake Relief Opera-
To ensure timely with the affected com- fected by the earth- relief and recovery tions, Medical Camps
and effective  munities duringthis dif-  quakes. operations untilnormal - Balochistan, Disaster
healthcare services, ficult time. Meanwhile, the life is fully restored in Response Pakistan,
medical camps have Our highest prior-  district administration all affected areas. Earthquake Rcehabili-
been established at ityis the rehabilitation has deployed assess- The district ad- tation, Emergency
multiple locations of affected families, mentteams toconduct ministration also reit- Relief Kingri,
across the affected the provision of qual- detailed field surveys erated its commitment Balochistan News.

Harnai District Education Authority Reviews Pending
Employee Cases, Moves to Expedite Resolutions

HARNAL: The Dis-
trict Education Au-
thority (DEA) Harnai
held an important
meeting to discuss
measures for improv-
ing educational admin-
istration and resolving
long-standing issues
faced by teaching and
non-teaching staff
across the district. = 1

The meeting was During the ses- tance of ensuring The participants forts to improve the
chaired by District sion, participants con- timely disposal of expressed confidence quality of education
Education Officer ducted a detailed re- pending cases to im- that the proposed ac- and institutional per-
(DEO) Harnai view of various pend- prove staffmorale and tion would help re- formance  across
Ghulam Haider ing cases involving strengthen the overall solve employees' Harnai.
Tareen and attended teaching and non- functioning ofthe edu- grievances, reduce un- Harnai  News,

by Additional Deputy teaching employees cation sector. certainty, and improve  District Education Au-
C o mm issioner servingin educational After reviewing administrative effi- thority Harnai,
Mi d Saleem instituti the matters in accor- ciency within the Ghulam Haider
Tareen, Deputy Dis- Harnai District. dance with applicable district's education Tareen, Muhammad
trict Education Officer Discussions fo- laws, rules, and regu- system. Saleem Tareen,
(DDEO) Shahrag cused on resolving lations, the meeting The District Edu- GTAB Harnai, Edu-
Kaleemullah Kakar, long-standing adminis- decided cation Authority reaf- cation Department
Government Teachers trative matters and that all pending cases firmed its commitment Balochistan, Teacher

ssociation addressi would be forwardedto to ensuring transpar- Issues, Pending Em-

P
Balochistan (GTAB) legitimate concerns  the competent authori- ent governance, ployee Cases, Educa-
Harnai  President without unnecessary ties with formal rec- prompt decision-mak- tion Administration,
Sahib Jan Tareen, and  delays. ommendations for fur- ing, and the protection School Staff Welfare,
an official from the Fi- The participants ther processing and fi- of employees' rights Harnai Education
nance Department.  emphasized the impor- nal approval. while continuing ef- News.

Balochistan IG Police Commends Security
Forces and Public as Ashura Processions
Conclude Peacefully Across Province

QUETTA: Inspector made possible through He stated that the ceptional professional- commitment and pro-
General (IG) of Police the close cooperation, public demonstrated ism, dedication, and fessionalism of all per-
Balochistan coordinated planning, remarkable patience, tireless efforts in imple- sonnelinvolved, stating
Muhammad Tahir has and guidance of Chief unity, determination, menting comprehen- that their efforts de-
praised the successful Minister Balochistan and a strong sense of sive security arrange- serve recognition for
and peaceful conclu- Mir Sarfraz Bugti and responsibility, which ments to ensure the ensuring that Ashura
sion of Ashura (10th Corps Commander significantly contrib- safety of mourners dur- was observed peace-
Muharram) proces- Balochistan Lieutenant uted to the peaceful ing Muharram. fully across
sions across Quetta General Rahat Naseem completion of Ashura The IG empha- Balochistan.
and other districts of Khan. The IG also ex- processions through- sized that the coordi- Balochistan Police,
the province, attribut- pressed appreciation to out the province. nated security strategy, 1G Muhammad Tahir,
ing the achievement to religious scholars from Muhammad Tahir combined with public Ashura 2026,
effective coordination all schools of thought, further commended cooperation, played a Muharram Securny,
among the provincial representatives of trad- ~the outstanding perfor- vital role in maintaining Quetta News, Mir
government, security ers' associations, the mance of Balochistan law and order and pre- Sarfraz Bugti, Lieuten-
institutions, and the Shia Conference, pro- Police, district admin- venting any untoward ant General Rahat
public. cession organizers, and istrations, the Frontier incidents during one of Naseem Khan, Law
In an official state- citizens for their exem- Corps (FC), and other the country's mostsen- Enforcement
ment, IG  Police plary cooperation in relevant government sitive religious occa- Balochistan, Peaceful

Barkhan Administration Inspects
LPG Dealers, Warns Against

BARKHAN: Acting
on the directives of
Deputy Commissioner
Barkhan Saced-ur-
Rehman Kakar, Assis-
tant Commissioner
Ehsamuddin Kakar
conducted inspections

of various LPG gas
outlets across the city
to ensure the uninter-
rupted availability of
liquefied petroleum
gas and compliance
with government-ap-
proved pricing.
During the inspec-
tion, the Assistant
Commissioner  re-

Overpricing and Hoarding

ing customers, creat-
ingartificial shortages,
or engaging in any
form of profiteering.
Speaking during
the visit, Assistant
Commissioner
Ehsamuddin Kakar

sald the district admin-
istration remains com-
mitted to ensuring the
uninterrupted supply of
essential commodities
and maintaining effec-
tive price monitoring to
protect consumers.

He warned that
strict legal action
‘would be taken against

outlets will continue to
safeguard public inter-
ests and ensure that
citizens receive basic
necessities at fair and
regulated prices.
Officials also as-
sured residents that

mumturmg mecha-
nisms would remain
active to prevent mar-
ket irregularities and
provide maximum re-
lief to consumers
across Barkhan Dis-
trict.

Barkhan News,
LPG Price Check, As-
sistant Commissioner

in

viewed the
of LPG, the display of
official price lists, ad-
herence to notified
government rates, and
other regulatory re-
quirements. Shop-
keepers were in-
structed to sell LPG
strictly at the pre-
scribed prices and re-
frain from overcharg-

involved in
violating government
directives, profiteer-
ing, hoarding, or ma-
nipulating the supply of
LPG and other essen-
tial goods.

The district ad-
ministration reiterated
that regular inspec-
tions of markets and
essential commodity

Kakar,
Saeed-ur-Rehman
Kakar, LPG Dealers
Barkhan, Price Moni-
toring, Essential Com-
modities, Anti-Profi-
teering Drive, Hoard-
ing Crackdown, Dis-
trict Administration
Barkhan, Consumer
Protection
Balochistan.

Harnai Police Place District on High
Alert, Intensify Security Checkpoints
to Maintain Law and Order

HARNAI: On the
special directives of
District Police Officer
(DPO) Harnai Engi-
neer Abdul Hafeez
Jakhrani, security has
been placed on high

to maintain law and
order and ensure the
safety of citizens and
their property.

As part of the en-
hanced security mea-
sures, Harnai Police
established  strict
checkpoints at key

roads, as well as en-
try and exit points
throughout the city.
Police personnel con-
ducted comprehensive
scarches of all ve-
hicles, motorcycles,
and suspicious indi-
viduals passing
through the check-
points.

During the opera-
tion, officers also in-
spected vehicle regis-
tration papers and
other legal documents

to verify compliance
with the law and pre-
vent any unlawful ac-

tivities.

Police officials
stated that the primary
objective of the
heightened security
arrangements is to
strengthen  public
safety, closely monitor
the movement of
criminal elements, and
maintain a peaceful
environment, particu-
larly during the obser-
vance of Muharram-

ul-Haram.

The protection of
citizens' lives and
property remains our
top priority, and all
available resources
are being utilized to en-
sure effective security
across the district," a
police spokesperson
said.

The district police
also appealed to the
public to cooperate
with law enforcement
agencies during secu-

rity checks.

Citizens  were
urged to remain pa-
tient during inspec-
tions so that the shared
goal of maintaining
peace,

preventing crime,
and ensuring a safe
environment for ev-
eryone can be suc-
cessfully achieved.

Harnai Police re-
affirmed their commit-
ment to continuing pro-
active security opera-
tions and vigilance to

safeguard public order
and respond promptly
to any potential secu-
rity threats.

Harnai Police,
DPO Abdul Hafeez
Jakhrani, Harnai Se-
curity, Muharram Se-
curity 2026, Police
Checkpoints, Law and
Order, Balochistan
Police, Crime Preven-
tion, Public Safety,
Harnai News, Secu-
rity Operations Paki-
stan.

Ashura Observed
Peacefully Across Gwadar
District Amid Tight Security
and Interfaith Harmony

GWADAR: The sacred
days of Muharram-ul-
Haram concluded peace-
fully across Gwadar Dis-
trict, with Ashura (10th
uharram) observed in
an atmosphere of devo-
tion, religious harmony,
and mutual respect, simi-
lar to the rest of Paki-
stan. On the occasion of
Ashura, Majalis-e-Aza
(moummg galhermg;)
were held at
Imambargahs through-
out the district, where
mourners paid tribute to
the sacrifices of Hazrat
Tmam Hussain (RA) and
the martyrs of Karbala.
Religious scholars high-
lighted the timeless val-
ues of patience, stead-
fastness, justice, and
truth demonstrated by
Imam Hussain (RA) and
his companions.
Following the con-
clusion of the gather-
ings, mourners per-
formed traditional rituals
in accordance with reli-
gious practices. Volun-

Muhammad Tahir said maintaining peace and departments. He said sions. Ashura Pr
the peaceful obser- harmony  during all law enforcement He concluded by qutler Corps, Public

vance of Ashura was Muharram. agencics displayed ex- acknowledging the Security Pakistan.

teers also
Sabeels at various loca-
tions across the district,

distributing cold drink-
ing water and refresh-
‘ments to mourners, trav-
clers, and the general
public. These humani-
tarian efforts reflected
the Islamic values of

The district admin-
istration appreciated the
cooperation of religious
scholars, procession or-
ganizers, peace commit-
tees, law enforcement
agencie§ and the pub-

tolerance, and commui-
nity service. 0To ensure
the peaceful observance
of Ashura, the district
administration and law
enforcement agencies
implemented a compre-
hensive security plan.
Police, Levies person-
nel, and other security
officials were deployed
at Imambargahs and
along  procession
routes, while strict moni-
toring and enhanced se-
curity measures were
maintained at entry and
exit points throughout
the district.

As a result of the
coordinated security ar-
rangements and con-
tinuous surveillance, all
religious gatherings and
Ashura-related activi-
ties concluded safely
without any reported se-
curity incidents.

their
collecuve role in main-
taining peace and order
during Muharram,
Officials reaffirmed
their commitment to pro-
moting religious har-
mony, public safety, and
mutual respect in
Gwadar, stating that the
administration will con-
tinue taking all neces-
sary measures to pre-
serve communal unity
and ensure the peacefiil
observance of religious
eveme in the future.
wadar  News,
A@hura 2026, Muharram
in Gwadar, Peaceful
Ashura Processions,
Imam Hussain, Karbala,
Gwadar District Admin”
istration, Balochistan
Police, Religious Har-
mony Pakistan,
Muharram Security, Law
Enforcement
Balochistan.
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EU foreign policy chief voices concern over
ceasefire violations in call with Dar

NEWS DESK: European
Union High Representa-
tive for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy Kaja
Kallas on Sunday ex-
pressed "serious con-
cerns" over recent
ceasefire violations dur-
ing a telephone conver-
sation with Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar,
the Foreign Office said.
The ceasefire has
come under increasing
strain in recent days,
with both Iran and the
United States sing
each other of violating
the interim agreement
signed less than two
weeks ago to end their
four-month conflict.
Iran launched mis-
siles and drones at US
military sites in Kuwait
and Bahrain on Sunday,
while the United States
said it had carried out
fresh strikes on Iran.
Separately, Israel said it
had targeted Iran-
backed Hezbollah po:
tions in southern Leb:
non, adding to concerns
over the stability of the
truce. According to the
FO, Kallas stressed that
"channels of communi-
cation must remain
open" as the two lead-
ers reviewed the rapidly
evolving regional situa-
tion. The FO added that
Kallas also appreciated
"Pakistan's sincere ef-
forts culminating in the
signing of the Islamabad
MoU". Dar briefed the
EU foreign policy chief
on Pakistan's confinuing
diplomatic engagement
aimed at promoting re-
gional peace. He ap-
prised  Kallas of
"Pakistan's continued

iplomatic efforts to-
wards a comprehensive
framework for peace and
stdbllny in the Middle

as! ar  also
emphasised, "the neces-
sily for all parties to
abide by the ceasefire
agreement." The For-
eign Office said both
sides agreed to "main-
tain close contact" as the
regional situation con-
tinues to evolve.
Bahrain Foreign Minis-
ter Also on Sunday,
Bahrain's Foreign Minis
ter Dr Abdullatif bin
Rashid Al Zayani said
thathe will visit Pakistan
in the near future to per-
sonally thank the
country's leadership for
its role in facilitating the
"Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU)" and  the
ceasefire, the Foreign
Office (FO) said.

In a separate phone
call, Al Zayani conveyed
the message during a
telephone conversation
with FM Ishaq Dar.
The Bahraini for-

ster congratu-
lated Dar on the signing
of the Islamabad MoU
and praised Pakistan's
role in facilitating the un-
derstanding.

He "appreciated

n's

understanding" and ex-
pressed hope that the
agreement "would con-
tribute to lasting peace
and stability in the re-
gion," the Foreign Office
said. Al Zayani also
said he would visit Paki

stan "in the near future
in order to personally
thank the prime minister,
DPM/FM and CDF for
their great efforts to
achieve the ceasefire".

The two foreig;

mmlslcrs also dis-
d the evolving re-
glond] situation follow-
ing the signing of the
Islamabad MoU. Dar
thanked his Bahraini

counterpart "for his kind
sentiments" and reaf-
firmed Pakistan's com-
mitment to diplomacy.

He  reiterated

Pakistan's resolve "to
promote dialogue and
diplomacy for achieving
peace and stability in
the region and beyond,"
according to the Foreign
Office. The call comes a
week after the first round
of four-party talks in-
volving Iran and the US,
with mediation by Qatar
and Pakistan, con-
cluded in Switzerland,
‘marking the first formal
follow-up engagement
since the signing of the
agreement earlier this
week.

On June 18, PM
Shehbaz signed the
‘Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding'
as a  mediator,
formalising the major

Balochistan Home Minister Visits
Late Trader Hashim Khan
Noorzai’s Residence, Assures Justice

Staff Reporter:
UETTA

heinous act will not be

fering Fateha for the
departed soul, Langau
expressed his pro-
found grief and sor-
row over the tragic
loss.

of the government’s
full support and coop-
eration.

?"We share your
pain, and the provincial
government stands

Balochistan Home
Minister Mir Ziaullah
Langau on Sunday vis-
ited the residence of

ther revealed that rel-
evant law enforce-
ment authorities have

Government
Stands Firmly with the
Bereaved Family

the late prominent
trader, Hashim Khan
Noorzai, to offer his

firmly with the family
in lhlS mcredlbly diffi-
cult time,” the Home
Mllll' er said.

already been directed
to track down and ar-
rest the perpetrators

between the US and Iran.
Israel, left out of the
peace talks, has dis-
tanced itself from the
US-Iran accord and kept
up fighting against
Hezbollah in Lebanon,
also raising questions
about whether ?the
agreement would hold.

deepest dol
to the bereaved fam-

Speaking to the
family, Mir Ziaullah
Langau emphasized
that the provincial gov-
ernment stands shoul-
der to shoulder with

immediately.

"The elements in-
volved in this incident
cannot evade the law.
Directives have been
issued to the police and
security agencies to
ensure the swift arrest
of the culprits,”
Langau added.

Perpetrators
Won’t Escape the
Law, Assures Langau

Addressing the in-
cident, Minister
the aggrieved familyin Langau took a strict
this hour of immense stance against the cul-
grief. prits, stating that those
He assured them responslble for this

=

During his visit to
the Noorzai House, the
Home Minister met
with the family mem-
bers, relatives, and
close associates of the
deceased trader. Of-

Cloudburst-induced floods wreak
havoc in Diamer’s Thore Valley

NEWS DESK: Cloud- crops. The wa--ter also including food, shelter,
burst-induced floods entered the Wapda medical aid, and essen-
wrea-ked havocin Thore  Col-ony built for employ- tial supplies for those
Valley of Diamer district ees working on the who lost their homes
on Saturday, while rap- Diamer-Bhasha Dam and livelihoods.
idly melting glaciers con- project, as well as Heatwave
tinued to raise water lev-  nearby villages, causing Meanwhile,
elsin rivers and streams ~ extensive destruction.  heatwave conditions
across Gilgit-Baltistan Assistant Director continued across Gilgit-
(GB), putting down- General of the Gilgit- Baltistan on Sunday, ac-
stream communities at Baltistan  Disaster celerating glacier melt.
increasing risk. Ma--nagement Author- Authorities warned
According to local ity (GBDMA), Imtiaz thatrising water levels in
police, flash floods trig-  Ahmed, said the district rivers and streams had
administration  re- increased the risk of
sponded immediately ~flooding and glacial lake
and intensified reliefop- outburst floods (Glofs).
erations in the affected Theswelling waterways
areas. He said food sup- have disconnected sev-
plies, tents, and other eral roads and damaged
essential relief items crops and farmland in
were being distributed downstream areas.
among flood-affected Flooding in Sadpara
families. He added that Nallah blocked the
the valley’s main road Deosai Road, cutting off
had been reopened and ess to Deosai from
damage as--sessment Skardu. Police said sev-
was underway. eral tourist vehicles were
“Authorities are stranded in the area.
working to res--tore ac- Water erosion also
cess and provide imme-  severed the link road to
diat tance to fami- the Badswat area in
lies affe-cted by the Ghizerdistrict. Similarly,
flooding,” he said. rising water levels in
Local residents ap- Hopper Nallah damaged
pealed for urgent hu- crops and farmland
manitarian assistance, downstream.

caused widespread dev-
astation in Thore Valley.
Several homes, hun-
dreds of acres of farm-

land, orchards, tre
and both public and pr
vate pmpcnywcrc dam-
aged.

The floods also de-
stroyed link roads and
communication
bri-dges, cutting off ac-
cess to several villages.
Dozens of families were
left homeless, while elec-
tricity and water supply
systems were disrupted.

Floodwaters swept
away vehicles parked
along roadsides and
damaged  standing

Pakistan Medical Association
urges nationwide efforts
for confidential HIV testing

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
Medical Association
(PMA), on National HIV
Testing Day, has called
for an urgent, coordi-
nated nationwide effort
to expand confidential
HIV testing, eliminate
social and institutional
stigma, and fix

®
8
g

‘mantle social taboos and
normalise testing as rou-
tine preventative
healthcare,” he said.
“Equip medical
practitioners with diag-

“We need to work
significantly harder at
an institutional level
now that our children
are being infected and
our younger generation

healthcare infrastruc-
ture.

The representative
body of medical frater-

84,000 cases are regis-
tered nationwide, but
experts estimate the true
burden could be as high
as 369,000 undetected
cases.

In 2025 alone,
14,000 new cases were
reported. Alarmingly,
poor infection control
and unsafe injection
practices are driving

nostic infrastructure,
specialised training and
administrative protec-
tions to deliver non-dis-
criminatory care.
Ensure high-risk
populations have seam-
less pathways to coun-
selling, treatment, zmd

is suffering. It is abso-
lutely time to take deci-
sive actionand get rid of
HIV once and for all,”
PMA Secretary General
Dr Abdul Ghafoor Shoro
said.

“To combat the epi-
demic, the PMA urges
federal and p modern

15 terrorists killed in operations across Balochistan, KP

NEWS DESK: The
military’s media af-
fairs wing said on
Sat-u-r--day that cight
terrorists were kil--led
in two “high-tempo”
intellig-ence opera-
tions in
Baloch-is-t-a-n’s
Kharan and Mastung
districts.

Meanwhile, secu-
rity forces ki
least seven terrori:
in an operation in

y b e r
Pakhtun-kh-wa’s

Bannu, security
sources said.
In a statement,

Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said
that the “intelligence-
driven” operations
were conducted in
Balochistan on June
25 and 26 as part of
the counter terrorism
campaign aimed at
eliminating Fitna al
Hindustan.

The state has des-
ignated Balo-chistan-
based terrorist groups
as Fitna al Hindustan
to highlight India’s al-
leged role in terrorism
and destabilisation
across Pakistan.

Four bodies found
inside ambulance in

eration in the Ghora
Baka Khel arca of
Baka Khel tehsil, tar-
geting a suspected ve-
hicle reportedly loaded
with weapons and ex-

tar shells. The explo-
sion destroyed the ve-
hicle, and initial reports
suggest that all “seven
to eight” terrorists in-
side the vehicle were

Bannu the terrorist location

The statement and a er a fire ex-
said that on June 25, change, five lermnsls,
the movement of a including a suicide
gro-up of terrorists bomber, were suc-
was picked up by se- cessfully neutralised,

curity forces in ISPR said. “Weapons, plosive materials. killed on the spot, the
Kharan district. ammunition, According to the security  sources
Itadded that three imp-ro- d explo- sources, forces re- added.

Four bodies found

Separately, four
bodies bearing bullet
wounds were found
inside an ambulance in
Bannu on Friday.

Police sources
told Dawn that the
ambulance was found
at the CPEC Circular
Road and initial inves-
tigation showed that
the four

middle-aged men
were killed after uni-
dentified attackers
opened fire on the
ambulance. Officials
estimate that the at-
tack was carried out
on Thursday night.

The bodies were
taken to the District
Headquarters Hospi-
tal for medico-legal
formalities.

“The motive be-
hind the attack is yet
to be determined and
further investigation is
under way,” one of the
officials said.

ceived credible infor-
mation about the sus-
picious movement of
terrorists. Acting on
the intelligence, they
targeted the suspected
vehicle, parked near a
government school,

sive devices and mo-
torbikes used by these
terrorists were also
recovered,” it said.

Seven terrorists
killed

In the meantime,
security forces killed

terrorists belonging to
Indian proxy Fitna al
Hindustan were elimi-
nated, while several
were injured.

It said that on
June 26, a pre-emptive
intelligence-based

at least seven terror-
ists in an operation in
Bannu on Friday, se-
curity sources said.
They stated that
their forces carried
out a successful op-

opera--tion was con-
ducted in Mastung dis-
trict against the “pos-
sible presence of a
suicide bomber”.
During the opera-
tion, troops en--gaged

using a quadcopter.

¢ vehicle was
carrying a heavy
cache of weapons, in-
cluding a 12.7-
millimetre machine
gun, RPGs, and mor-

Interior ministry tops Auditor Gen-eral of Pakistan

NEWS DESK: A
Auditor

report has identified
serious financial ir-

regularities, non-
reco-veries and pro-
cedural violations
everal federal

men
Ml--mslry of Interior
and Narcotics Control
recording the highest
number ofaudit obser-
vations.

According to the
AGP report, the min-
istry accounted for 65
audit paras — the
hl--ghesl among all
d entities. It

localised outbreaks health authorities to im- vention strategies,” hc
among families and chil- mediately implement s
dren. four key measures: pro-

In the first quarter vide frce, rapid,

“The PMA has reaf—
firmed its

was followed by the
Higher Education
Com-mis--sion (31),

0f2026, Sindh province and fully confiden-
recorded 894 new cases, tial HIV diagnostic kits
including 329 children. across all primary and
Nationally, annual pedi- secondary  public
atric infections have healthcare facilities,
surged from 53002010 launch public aware-
toover 1,800. ness campaigns to dis-

advocating fur
healthcare funding, insti-
tutional transparency,
and policy frameworks
that protect both patient
dignity and medical pro-
fessional safety.

Trade D

Auth-or-ity of Paki-
stan (18), Ministry of
National Food Security
and Research (17),
Ministry of Science
and Tech-nology (16),

(AGP) audit irregularities
Division  (two),
Commu-nic-ations Di-

lated to no-
certificate:

National Heritage and
Culture Division (12),

(one) and Religious
Affairs  Division

bjection
ed for

Pakistan Agricultural vision (five), Defence (three). armoured vehicles.
Resear--ch Council Division (five), Eco- The Ministry of Theyalso reported the
(12), Pakistan Atomic nomic Aff-airs Divi- Interior, which faced non-recovery of

Rs27m in annual re-
newal fees from pri-
vate security compa-
nies. The report re-
vealed that receipts
from 3,421 arms li-
cences amounting to
Rs56m were not de-
posited into the gov-
ernment treasury. Au-
ditors also questioned
the conversion of
manual arms licences
into computerised li-
cences, describing the
process as doubtful
and highlighted dis-
crepancies in data re-
lating to prohibited-
bore weapons. The
audit questioned the
revision of driving li-
cence fees and rules
by Islamabad Chief
Commissioner Office
without appr-o-val of
the Finance Division.

Energy Commi
(12), Ministry of N;
tional Health Services
(11) and Education
Division (10). The au-
dit also covered sev-
eral other ministries
and institutions. Ob-
servations were raised
against the Cabinet

sion (two), Informa-
tion Division (lwo) In-
ter-Provinci ordi-
nation Di n (cnght)
Maritime Affairs Divi-
sion (six), National
Accountability Bureau
(two), National School
of Public Policy (one),
Mmlslry of Plan- nmg
LT

the highest number of
audit objections, was
cited for a wide range
of financial, regulatory
and administrative ir-
regularities. Auditors
pointed to the non-re-
covery of Rs22 million
in annual rencwal
fees and penalties re-




