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Hanna Urak Security Update: Mir Ziaullah Langove
Confirms 3 Terrorists Killed, Rescue Efforts Continue

Quetta: Balochistan Home Minister Mir Ziaullah Langove has reaffirmed
the provincial government’s commitment to protecting citizens

Outraged Tribesmen Block Main Airport
Road Against Hanna Urak Attack

Ali Hamza:

QUETTA: Outraged citizens
blocked the main Airport Road
outside the B.A.
      Mall today, launching a
major protest after violent
clashes between local resi-
dents and unidentified armed
men left one person dead and
several others injured.

The victim, identified as
Nakeebullah, was killed during
a heavy exchange of fire when
unknown armed attackers tar-
geted the Hanna Urak area.

Following the killing, dem-
onstrators marched to the city
center and staged a sit-in on
one of Quetta’s primary tran-
sit arteries, completely halting
traffic to demand immediate
justice and a decisive security
operation.

Violent Standoff in
Hanna Urak

The unrest broke out in
Hanna Urak when a group of
unknown armed men engaged
in a fierce confrontation with
local tribesmen and residents.

The intense shootout re-
sulted in multiple casualties,
leaving several people
wounded and claiming the life
of Nakeebullah.

In response to the secu-
rity breach and the loss of life,

a large number of local resi-
dents transported the victim to
Airport Road.

By staging the protest out-
side the B.A.

Mall, the demonstrators
aimed to draw urgent admin-
istrative attention to the grow-
ing threat of lawlessness in the
area, refusing to clear the high-
way until the perpetrators are
brought to justice.

Senator Manzoor
Kakar Rushes to the

Scene
As tensions peaked, Sena-

tor Manzoor Kakar visited
Hanna Urak to meet with the
grieving community and assess
the situation. Addressing the lo-
cals, he expressed fierce soli-
darity and questioned why
peaceful citizens were being

subjected to such violence.
”I will stand shoulder to

shoulder with our people until
the very last drop of my blood,”
Senator Kakar declared.
“What is our crime  We must
be told why this is happening.”

He urged the community
to remain steadfast, promising
that a concrete plan to elimi-
nate the armed threat would
be enacted immediately.

Syed Ali Shah:

Quetta: Balochistan Home Min-
ister Mir Ziaullah Langove has
reaffirmed the provincial
government’s commitment to
protecting citizens following the
terrorist attack in Hanna Urak,
stating that security forces are
conducting a comprehensive op-
eration to restore peace and en-
sure public safety.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Mir Ziaullah Langove said
terrorists attacked the patriotic
residents of Hanna Urak late Sun-
day night. He praised the cour-
age of local residents, who re-
sisted the attackers and forced
them to retreat before security
forces launched an immediate

counter-terrorism operation on
the directives of the Chief Minis-
ter of Balochistan.

The Home Minister con-
firmed that three terrorists were
killed during the operation, while
two Anti-Terrorism Force (ATF)
personnel were injured in the line
of duty. He added that a security
checkpoint has been established
in Hanna Urak and the operation
will continue until the entire area
is fully cleared of terrorists.

Mir Ziaullah Langove said
the attackers intended to create
fear and force residents to leave
their homes, but assured the pub-
lic that the Government of
Balochistan stands firmly with the
people.

He emphasized that the con-
cerns and sentiments of protest-

ers are being respected.
The Home Minister further

revealed that seven individuals
were abducted during the attack,
adding that security forces are on
full alert and making every effort
to ensure their safe recovery.

Mir Ziaullah Langove also
said he personally visited Hanna
Urak following the attack to re-
view the security situation on the
ground. During the press confer-
ence, he alleged that the terror-
ists are supported by India while
using Afghan territory to facili-
tate their activities.

Highlighting the
government’s response,  the
Home Minister announced that
a committee has been formed
under his leadership to engage
with protesters and monitor the

evolving security situation. He
also warned that strict legal ac-
tion would be taken against those
spreading fake news and misin-
formation on WhatsApp groups
and social media.

Reaffirming the
government’s resolve,  Mir
Ziaullah Langove said protecting
the lives and property of citizens
remains the state’s foremost re-
sponsibility. He urged the public
to avoid rumors, rely only on veri-
fied information, and continue
cooperating with security forces.

The Home Minister con-
cluded by stating that the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan will con-
tinue taking all necessary mea-
sures to restore lasting peace and
stability in Hanna Urak and sur-
rounding areas.

Abdul Rehman
Khetran Removed from

Balochistan Cabinet
with Immediate Effect

News Desk:

The Balochistan government
has officially removed Sardar
Abdul Rehman Khetran from
the provincial cabinet, ending
his tenure as Provincial Min-
ister for Public  Health Engi-
neering with immediate ef-
fect.

According to an official
notification issued by the Ser-
vices and General Administra-
tion Department (S&GAD),
Governor Balochistan ap-
proved the de-notification of
Khetran on the advice of
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti under Article 132(3) of

the Constitution of Pakistan.
The notification, signed by

Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir
Khan, confirms that Khetran
has been relieved of his minis-
terial responsibilities with im-
mediate effect.

The provincial government
has not announced the appoint-
ment of a new Public Health
Engineering Minister, while the
official notification does not
specify the reason behind
Khetran’s removal.

The move marks a signifi-
cant development in the
Balochistan cabinet, as the pro-
vincial administration continues
to implement changes within
its executive ranks.

Army top brass affirms
commitment to take 'all measures
necessary' to ensure availability

 of Pakistan’s water share
NEWS DESK:

As India continues to violate the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT), the
army’s top brass on Monday af-
firmed its “resolute commitment”
to undertake “all measures nec-
essary” to ensure the availability
of Pakistan’s rightful share of
water.

The development came as
Chief of Defence Forces (CDF)
and Chief of the Army Staff Field
Marshal Asim Munir presided
over the 276th Corps Command-
ers’ Conference (CCC) at General

Headquarters (GHQ) in
Rawalpindi, according to a state-
ment from the Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR).

“The Forum, taking note of
Indian rhetoric surrounding the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT), reaf-
firmed the guidance given in the
National Security Committee
(NSC) directive” of April 24, 2025,
which followed India’s unilateral
move to put the treaty in abey-
ance.

“The forum expressed reso-
lute commitment to undertake all
measures necessary to ensure
availability of Pakistan’s rightful
share of water as per the direc-
tives of the government and in-
spirations of the people of Paki-
stan,” the statement read.

The top army brass “rejected
and strongly condemned the on-
going human rights violations
and unilateral demographic engi-
neering in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK),
declaring that Kashmir remains

the jugular vein of Pakistan”.
Reaffirming Pakistan’s un-

yielding diplomatic, political and
moral support to the Kashmir
cause, the forum emphasised that
“true regional stability hinges
entirely on granting the Kashmiri
people their inalienable right to
self-determination in accordance
with United Nations Security
Council resolutions”, ISPR said.

The forum noted that “post
comprehensive defeat inflicted”
in Marka-i-Haq — the period of
conflict with India last year —
there was “increased reliance on
an evolving pattern of externally

supported hybrid warfare and
disinformation campaigns to
cause unrest”.

“The forum condemned all
such forms of state-supported fi-
nancing, facilitation or sponsor-
ship of proxies and underscored
that any attempts to use hybrid
means

to destabilise Pakistan
would continue to be countered
with strategic clarity and firm re-
solve,” the statement read.

Reviewing the evolving re-
gional landscape, the forum “ap-
preciated Pakistan’s constructive
role in promoting dialogue, de-es-
calation and regional stability” as
it remains a mediator in the peace
negotiations between the United
States and Iran.

The CCC “reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to peace-
ful conflict resolution, respect for
international law and enhanced
regional cooperation to address
shared security challenges”, the
ISPR said.

Outraged Tribesmen Block Main Airport Road Against Hanna
Urak Attack Photo by Muhammad Ismail
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Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm Destroys 7M Fruit
Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

Atta Kakar:
A devastating hail-
storm accompanied by
powerful winds has
caused widespread
destruction across Qila
Saifullah district in
Balochistan, damaging
more than 7 million
fruit trees and affect-
ing nearly 18,000
farmers and landown-
ers.
     The storm struck
on April 18, severely
impacting one of the
province’s most im-
portant horticultural
regions and leaving
thousands of rural
families facing major
economic uncertainty.

The disaster
caused extensive dam-
age to orchards, agri-
cultural land, and sea-
sonal crops, particu-
larly apple, apricot,
and grape farms that
form the backbone of
the local economy.

Farmers say
years of hard work and
investment were
wiped out within min-
utes as hail and strong
winds tore through vil-
lages and farming ar-
eas across the district.

Local growers
have described the
situation as cata-

strophic,
warning that

many families may
struggle to survive fi-
nancially without im-
mediate government
assistance.

Agriculture re-

mains the primary
source of income for
a large portion of Qila
Saifullah’s population,
and the destruction of
fruit orchards is ex-
pected to have long-
term economic conse-

quences for the re-
gion.

Residents and
farming communities
have expressed frus-
tration over delays in
relief and compensa-
tion efforts.

Many affected
farmers claim that of-
ficial assessment and
rehabilitation mea-
sures have been slow
despite the scale of
destruction.

Calls are growing

for the provincial and
federal governments
to announce emer-
gency compensation
packages, interest-free
agricultural loans, and
recovery support for
affected communities.

Farmers and local
representatives are
also demanding resto-
ration of damaged ir-
rigation systems and
the introduction of
crop insurance
mechanisms to help

rural communities re-
cover from climate-
related disasters.

They argue that
without urgent inter-
vention, the crisis
could deepen poverty
and unemployment
across the district.

The Qila Saifullah
hailstorm has once
again highlighted the
vulnerability of
Balochistan’s agricul-
ture sector to extreme
weather events.

Experts warn that
climate-related disas-
ters, including hail-
storms, droughts, and
flash floods, are be-
coming increasingly
frequent in the prov-
ince,

placing additional
pressure on farmers
already struggling with
limited infrastructure
and rising production
costs.

Analysts say
stronger disaster man-
agement systems, cli-
mate-resilient agricul-
tural policies, and
faster

emergency re-
sponse mechanisms
are essential to protect
rural livelihoods and
ensure long-term sta-
bility in Balochistan’s
farming sector.

Artificial Intelligence Just Taking Baby Steps
Syed Muhammad
Qaseem:

A r t i f i c i a l

Intelligence(AI) is the
simulation of human in-
telligence in computer
systems. In simple
words, AI enables ma-
chines to perform tasks
that require human intel-
ligence. Those tasks can
be learning from past ex-
periences, solving prob-
lems, and making predic-
tions based on provided
data. Until now, AI has
just started taking baby
steps but it is growing at
a much rapid rate.

Every invention had
various positive and
negative impacts on hu-
man civilization. Accord-
ing to Google’s CEO,
Sundar Pichai “AI will
have a more profound
impact on human beings
than fire, electricity, and
the internet”. This inno-
vation also has both
positive and negative
impacts on human be-
ings. If it is left un-
checked it will have ad-
verse impacts on human
creativity, the job market,
and the flow of informa-
tion. However, the posi-
tive use of AI will bring
major advancements in
medical science,  educa-
tion, agriculture, etc. In
the following para-
graphs, the impacts of AI
on humans are de-
scribed.

Negative Im-
pacts of AI:

AI is a technologi-
cal tool and its use can
be both positive and
negative, although, it is
in the hands of human
beings on how to use it.
Following are some
negative impacts of AI
on humans.

Deep Fakes
Through Gen-

erative AI:
In the age of infor-

mation technology, mis-
information is a major is-
sue.

The introduction of
generative AI into pub-
lic space has further
worsened the predica-
ment of information flow.
Through generative AI,
deep fakes are generated.

These deep fakes
are difficult to judge, as
original or fake, for a per-
son who has no knowl-
edge of AI.

The deep fakes can
be an image, a video, or
a voice note. Recently, in
Slovakia’s 2023 elec-
tions, a fake voice of a
party’s leader and a jour-
nalist was shared on so-
cial media, in which they
were talking about pur-
chasing votes from the
poor population. This
voice badly reduced the
vote bank of that party
during elections.

Another example of
the deep fakes that cre-
ated uncertainty was
pictures of the former US
president,  Donald
Trump’s arrest, which
provoked his
supporter’s sentiments
against the state. There-
fore, if the use of genera-
tive AI is left unchecked,
bad actors in society will
use it for their own pur-
poses and spread wrong
information.

AI’s use in War
Using AI for the

purpose of AI will have
ferocious results. Be-
cause AI unlike humans
has no fear, doesn’t
commit mistakes,
doesn’t get tired, and
has no mercy. So, it can
fight much better than a
soldier.

Thus, Countries are
trying to develop AI
fighters, robots, and
drones for the maximiza-
tion of power. This will
attract the attention of
their rival countries to
build AI war machines
for the balance of power.
Hence, like nuclear weap-
ons, AI will further
worsen security dilem-
mas if used for the pur-
pose of war.

AI is a Major
Threat to

Human Cre-
ativity

Creativity is a
unique characteristic of
human beings due to
which they bring devel-
opment, prosperity,
modernization, and easi-
ness in their lives. But
man-made intelligence is
growing so rapidly that

it has posed a grave
threat to the creativity of
God’s humankind. With
only a few clicks and in
some seconds, an AI
program can write a
book, a novel, a poem, an
assignment and an ar-
ticle. Furthermore, it can
sing a song, draw a paint-
ing, solve a problem, and
make a prediction. On the
other side, it takes much
effort and time for a hu-
man to do all these tasks.
Due to the lazy and com-
fort-seeking nature of
human beings, now they
mostly rely on AI to per-
form these tasks. With
the passage of time AI is
learning more skills and
human’s reliance on AI
is further increasing.
This increase in reliance
on AI will cause the
death of creativity in hu-
mans.

AI and Job
Market

“ AI is coming to
take your job”, this news
was seen on many news
platforms when

ChatGPT was launched
in Nov 2022. As stated
earlier, AI is efficient and
less time-consuming in
performing a task. There-
fore, it has made millions
of people jobless in al-
most every field, whether
they are hotel waiters,
drivers, journalists, soft-
ware engineers and con-
tent writers etc.

AI-driven cars nei-
ther cross the speed limit
nor have sleep prob-
lems, consequently,
companies are manufac-
turing AI-driven cars to
avoid road accidents.
Journalists and content
writers demand huge
salaries for their work,
while, ChatGPT is a free
AI app that can do the
same tasks freely and
quickly.

 More interestingly,
AI will replace its own
founders(Software Engi-
neers) who developed
AI, as AI can write code
and find errors in it. To
sum up, AI has much po-
tential to replace the hu-
man workforce.

Positive Im-
pacts of AI
Along with negative

impacts, AI can also be
advantageous for hu-
mans if used for welfare
purposes. In the follow-
ing paragraphs, some
advantages of AI are de-
scribed if AI is used posi-
tively.

AI can Revolu-
tionize the

Medical Field
AI along with syn-

thetic biology can trans-
form the world shaped
until now. AI and syn-
thetic biology can eradi-
cate debilitating dis-
eases, and find treat-
ments for pandemics,
thus providing health
benefits. AI has also
made a lot of achieve-
ments in the field of sur-
gery. Last year, an AI ro-
bot performed a suc-
cessful egg surgery in
which the inner layer of
an egg was stitched. Ad-
ditionally, an AI Chatbot

can also prescribe medi-
cines and treatment for a
disease based on the
provided symptoms. In
the coming years, AI will
further advance itself in
the medical field and
people will take numer-
ous benefits from it.

Prediction
Based on Pro-

vided Data
Humans remain cu-

rious to predict things or
the outcome of events. If
data is fed to an AI, it can
find patterns in that data,
and based on those pat-
terns it can give predic-
tions. For example:

AI can predict elec-
tion results, market de-
mand for a product, pre-
dict weather etc. In the
US 2020 presidential elec-
tions, an AI model was
trained to predict the out-
come of elections.

 Tweets and
Facebook posts were fed
to the model from which
AI separated positive
and negative sentiments

about former US Presi-
dent Trump and current
US President Joe Biden.
Based on the high num-
ber of positive senti-
ments, the AI model pre-
dicted that Trump would
win the elections, and he
won. So, humans can
take advantage of this
feature of AI and can
reap its benefits.

Boosting Agricul-
ture Through AI

Pakistan is an agri-
culture-based country,
and enhancing the agri-
culture sector will boost
the country’s economic
performance.

 AI can increase ag-
ricultural production by
predicting the best time
to cultivate and harvest
a crop.

It is also capable of
identifying soil condi-
tions, plant diseases,
weather forecasts, and
when plants need to be
irrigated. Moreover,

AI can analyze the
market’s supply and de-
mand chain. AI will be ef-

ficient in saving the loss
of water during irriga-
tion. Secondly, it will
provide a suitable envi-
ronment for the plants to
grow through maintain-
ing soil fertility and wa-
ter needs.

To sum up, equip-
ping agriculture with AI
systems will boost agri-
cultural production and
prevent heavy water
losses.

Recommenda-
tions for the

Pakistani Gov-
ernment

The world has en-
tered into the race of AI
development.  Fortu-
nately, Pakistan has a
huge human resource,
but making them skilful
in the field of AI is a hard
task to do. All provincial
governments should in-
clude AI in the school
curriculum.

 There should be an
AI portal for students,
from where they can get
updates about AI devel-
opments around the
globe and jobs an-
nounced by the govern-
ment. Furthermore, uni-
versities must be di-
rected to increase prac-
tical work in AI rather
than theoretical.

Conclusion
In conclusion, AI

nevertheless advanta-
geous, poses a grave
threat to human civiliza-
tion. If AI is left un-
checked, it can spread
misinformation through
deep fakes, worsen the
status quo of security di-
lemmas, cause the death
of human creativity, and
take jobs. So, all coun-
tries should sit on a
single platform and form
laws to control the devel-
opment and introduction
of AI tools in public
space. In addition,

AI companies
should include a water-
mark to the content gen-
erated through AI to
cope with misinforma-
tion. In the end,

 AI will be more haz-
ardous if it gets con-
sciousness and moves
physically freely without
being dependant on hu-
mans.
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Kalat Deputy Commissioner Pledges
Support for Religious Seminaries,

Focus on Student Development

Balochistan C&W Department Prioritizes Timely
Completion of Development Projects for FY 2026–27

Senior Balochistan Minister Mir
Muhammad Sadiq Umrani Condemns

Terrorist Attack in Hanna Urak

Harmzai Municipal Committee Accelerates Development
Projects to Improve Public Services

PPHI Balochistan Accelerates Healthcare Digitalization,
Plans to Revive 157 Health Centers

QUETTA: PPHI
Balochistan Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr.
Muhammad Bakhsh
Darejo announced that
the organization is rap-
idly advancing the digi-
tal transformation of the
province's healthcare
system to improve trans-
parency, efficiency, and
access to quality medi-
cal services.

Speaking at  the
Third Health Confer-
ence, Dr. Darejo said
that PPHI Balochistan is
gradually shifting its Ba-
sic Health Units (BHUs),
district offices, adminis-
trative operations, and
monitoring systems to a
fully digital platform.

The initiative aims
to deliver timely, trans-
parent, and high-quality
healthcare services to
people across the prov-
ince.

157 Inactive Health
Centers to Be Restored
Dr. Darejo revealed that
PPHI Balochistan plans
to reactivate 157 non-
functional Basic Health
Units, enabling millions
of people living in re-
mote and underserved
areas to access essential
healthcare services
closer to their homes.

He said the initia-
tive is expected to sig-
nificantly strengthen pri-
mary healthcare delivery
across Balochistan, par-
ticularly in rural commu-
nities where access to
medical facilities remains
limited.

100 Modern Labo-
ratories Planned To im-
prove diagnostic ser-
vices, Dr. Darejo an-
nounced that the orga-
nization is establishing
modern laboratories in
100 Basic Health Units
across the province.

The new laborato-

ries will allow patients to
receive quality diagnos-
tic tests at the local
level, reducing the need
to travel to major cities
for basic medical inves-
tigations.

Expansion of Ma-
ternal Healthcare Ser-
vices Highlighting ma-
ternal and child health
as a priority, the CEO
said that PPHI
Balochistan has also set
a target of establishing
100 new labour rooms in
Basic Health Units
throughout the prov-
ince.

He noted that the
initiative will promote
safer childbirth, improve
maternal healthcare ser-
vices, and contribute to
better health outcomes
for mothers and new-
borns.

Digital  Reforms
Strengthening Public
Healthcare Dr. Darejo
emphasized that PPHI
Balochistan has been
providing quality pri-
mary healthcare services
in remote, underserved,
and geographically chal-
lenging areas for several
years.

He said the organi-
zation has made signifi-
cant progress by ex-
panding healthcare ac-
cess, introducing mod-
ern technology,
strengthening transpar-
ent administrative sys-
tems, enhancing moni-
toring mechanisms, and
implementing people-
centered healthcare re-
forms.

Participants at the
conference praised the
performance of PPHI
Balochistan and ex-
pressed confidence that
the expansion of digital
healthcare systems and
primary health facilities
will further improve
healthcare delivery and
ensure citizens receive
more efficient, timely,
and high-quality medi-
cal services across the
province.

PPHI Balochistan,
Dr Muhammad Bakhsh
Darejo, Third Health
Conference Quetta,
healthcare digitalization
Balochistan, Basic
Health Units, BHU re-
vival, maternal
healthcare,  labour
rooms, digital health
system Pakistan,
Balochistan health re-
forms.

QUETTA: Secretary of
the Balochistan Commu-
nications and Works
(C&W) Department,
Babar Khan, has reaf-
firmed the department's
commitment to complet-
ing all development
projects for the 2026–27
fiscal year within the
prescribed timelines, en-
suring transparency, fi-
nancial discipline, and
compliance with govern-
ment policies.

He made these re-
marks while chairing
separate review meet-
ings on the department's
Annual Performance Re-
port for FY 2025–26 and
strategic planning for
the FY 2026–27 develop-
ment program.

The meetings were
attended by Additional
Secretary Abbas Khoso,
Deputy Secretary Zahid
Shahwani, Technical
Advisor Ehsanullah
Khan Dautani, and other
senior officials.

Review of Perfor-
mance and Future Plan-
ning The meetings re-
viewed the department's
overall performance dur-
ing the 2025–26 fiscal

Loralai DC Orders Immediate Action Against Closed
Schools and Absent Teachers

LORALAI: Deputy
Commissioner Captain
(Retd.) Muhammad
Haseeb Shuja chaired an
important meeting of the
District Education Group
Committee (DEGC) at
the Deputy
Commissioner's Office to
review the performance
of the education sector
and accelerate reforms
aimed at improving pub-
lic schools across the
district.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Ali Nawaz
Jamali, District Educa-
tion Officer Bakhtiar
Kakar, Deputy District
Education Officer
Muhammad Tariq, Dis-
trict Education Officer
(Female) Fauzia Durrani,
UNICEF Project Director
Ubaid Tareen, RTSM
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e
Muhammad Khan Kakar,

year, including the
progress of ongoing de-
velopment projects,
planning for new
schemes, financial man-
agement, tendering pro-
cedures, PC-I prepara-
tion, Departmental Se-
lection Committee (DSC)
and Departmental Ac-
counts Committee
(DAC) meetings, as well
as recruitment matters.

Officials also dis-
cussed priorities and
implementation strate-
gies for the 2026–27 de-
velopment program.

Focus on Trans-
parency and Timely
Project Completion Sec-
retary Babar Khan said
that, in line with the vi-
sion of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti
and the directives of
Provincial Minister for
Communications and
Works Mir Saleem
Ahmed Khoso, the de-

partment will continue
playing a vital role in the
province's development
by modernizing infra-
structure and improving
public facilities.

He directed officials
to ensure that all
projects reported as
completed by June 30 are
physically completed in
every respect, with any
remaining minor work fi-
nalized immediately.

The Secretary also
instructed officers to
maintain strict financial
discipline by avoiding
advance payments, en-
suring proper financial
reconciliation, and sur-
rendering unutilized
funds within the pre-
scribed timelines.

Deadlines for Plan-
ning and Tendering To
accelerate implementa-
tion under the new fis-
cal year, Babar Khan di-
rected departments to:

Prepare all PC-I docu-
ments without delay.
Hold regular DAC and
DSC meetings. Com-
plete all DSC approvals
by July 15.“Finalize ten-
dering minutes and other
approvals by July 31.

He emphasized that
development funds will
only be released in ac-
cordance with estab-
lished financial rules
and regulations.

Funding for major
projects, including A-
One Roads, will be re-
leased only after obtain-
ing collective approval
from the competent au-
thorities.

Monitoring and
Transparent Recruit-
ment The Secretary fur-
ther directed that
projects showing dis-
crepancies between fi-
nancial progress and
physical progress
should be placed under

special monitoring to
ensure effective imple-
mentation.

Regarding recruit-
ment, he instructed offi-
cials to ensure complete
transparency, fill only
approved vacancies,
comply with court or-
ders, and strictly follow
all applicable rules and
regulations throughout
the hiring process.

Concluding the
meeting, Babar Khan
said that the Communi-
cations and Works De-
partment plays a central
role in Balochistan's de-
velopment.

He expressed confi-
dence that through dedi-
cation, efficient gover-
nance, and transparent
project execution, the
department would con-
tinue contributing to the
province's sustainable
growth and moderniza-
tion.

and senior officials from
the Education Depart-
ment and partner orga-
nizations.

Education Perfor-
mance and School Fa-
cilities Reviewed The
committee conducted a
comprehensive review

of ongoing educational
activities, school perfor-
mance, teacher atten-
dance, the provision of
basic facil i ties, and
progress on develop-
ment projects across
Loralai.

Participants were
briefed on the implemen-
tation of action points

from the previous meet-
ing and reviewed
progress reports related
to educational targets
and institutional perfor-
mance. The meeting also
discussed the teacher
deployment and ratio-
nalization plan, along

with the availability of
essential facilities in
schools, including:
Classroom furniture
Clean drinking water
Functional washrooms
Boundary walls Other
basic educational infra-
structure The objective,
officials said, is to pro-
vide students with a safe

and conducive learning
environment.

30 Schools Found
Closed, 41 Teachers Re-
ported Absent During
the meeting, the RTSM
monitoring team pre-
sented its latest inspec-
tion report, revealing

that 30 schools were
found closed, while 41
teachers were absent
during monitoring visits.

Expressing serious
concern, Deputy Com-
missioner Muhammad
Haseeb Shuja directed
the relevant education
authorities to immedi-
ately reopen all closed

schools and initiate dis-
ciplinary proceedings
against teachers found
absent without valid jus-
tification under the
Balochistan Civil Ser-
vants Rules.

He warned that
negligence in official
duties and compromis-
ing students' education
would not be tolerated.

Inspection of De-
velopment Projects Or-
dered The committee
also reviewed educa-
tion-related develop-
ment schemes being
implemented under the
Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme (PSDP).

The Deputy Com-
missioner instructed
concerned departments
to conduct on-site in-
spections of all ongoing
and completed projects
to ensure quality con-
struction, transparency,
and timely completion.

QUETTA: Chief Officer
of the Municipal Com-
mittee Harmzai, Abdul
Khan Tareen, has said
that the implementation
of development projects
is progressing rapidly
across the municipality
to improve public ser-
vices and provide essen-
tial civic facilities to resi-
dents.

He stated that, in
line with the directives of
the Government of
Balochistan and the Lo-
cal Government and Ru-
ral Development Depart-
ment, multiple develop-
ment schemes are being
executed simulta-

neously in Rural Health
Centre (RHC) Harmzai
and Wards 6, 7, 8, and 9,
as well as other parts of
the municipality.

According to
Abdul Khan Tareen, the
ongoing projects in-
clude: Installation of top
tiles (paving
blocks).“Construction
of public washrooms.
Installation of
streetlights. Household
solar energy projects.
Construction and reha-
bilitation of roads and
streets. Improvement of
sewerage systems in
marketplaces. Upgrad-
ing drainage infrastruc-

ture. Construction of
new drains and repair of
existing drainage chan-
nels.

He said these
projects will signifi-
cantly improve public
infrastructure and pro-
vide long-term benefits
to local residents.

Enhanced Sanita-
tion and Public Health
Measures The Chief Of-
ficer added that, under
the Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme
(PSDP) 2026–27, the Mu-
nicipal Committee has
further strengthened its
sanitation services.

He said that hun-

dreds of tons of solid
waste are being col-
lected and safely dis-
posed of on a daily ba-
sis, while a regular anti-
mosquito spraying cam-
paign is also being car-
ried out across different
localities to help prevent
the spread of diseases.

According to him,
these initiatives have al-
ready produced encour-
aging results in improv-
ing public hygiene and
environmental condi-
tions. Commitment to
Quality Development
Abdul Khan Tareen cred-
ited the progress to the
leadership of Municipal

Committee Chairman
Syed Haider Shah, the
support  of the
Balochistan Local Gov-
ernment and Rural De-
velopment Department,
and the dedication of
municipal officers and
staff.

He reaffirmed that
the Government of
Balochistan remains
committed to public wel-
fare and is utilizing all
available resources to
improve basic civic infra-
structure.

The Chief Officer
concluded by saying
that all ongoing devel-
opment projects.

KALAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Munir Ahmed
Durrani has pledged to
resolve the issues facing
religious seminaries
(Madaris) in Kalat Dis-
trict on a priority basis,
while announcing plans
to organize extracurricu-
lar and positive engage-
ment activities to en-

courage seminary stu-
dents. He made these re-
marks during a meeting
at his office with Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI)
Kalat Vice Ameer
Maulana Hafiz
Hamidullah, Maulana
Saifullah, Qari Ghulam
Hussain Taib, Maulana
Ataullah Tauheedi, Hafiz
Muhammad Ayub, tribal
leader Sardarzada Mir
Munir Nichari ,  Mir
Sarfaraz Nichari, and
other local representa-
tives. Discussion on
Madaris Facilities and
Challenges The meeting
focused on the number
of students enrolled in
religious seminaries
across the district, the fa-
cilities currently avail-
able, and the key chal-
lenges faced by these
institutions. Participants
also discussed practical

measures to address
these issues and im-
prove educational con-
ditions for seminary stu-
dents. Deputy Commis-
sioner Munir Ahmed
Durrani assured the del-
egation that the district
administration would ex-
tend every possible sup-
port to encourage stu-

dents studying in reli-
gious institutions.

Promoting Reli-
gious and Modern Edu-
cation The Deputy Com-
missioner said that, in
line with the vision of
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti, the
provincial government is
committed to promoting
social harmony, reli-
gious tolerance, and
quality education.

He emphasized that
alongside religious edu-
cation, seminary stu-
dents should also be
provided opportunities
to acquire modern and
contemporary knowl-
edge, helping improve
literacy rates and prepar-
ing them to contribute
positively to society.

Call for Collective
Efforts Munir Ahmed
Durrani stressed that re-

solving local issues
promptly and
sustainably remains one
of the district
administration's primary
responsibilities.

He called upon po-
litical leaders, social ac-
tivists, religious schol-
ars, journalists, and com-
munity representatives

to work closely with the
district administration to
identify public issues
and support efforts
aimed at ensuring lasting
peace, harmony, and de-
velopment in Kalat.

The Deputy Com-
missioner reaffirmed
that cooperation be-
tween public institu-
tions and community
stakeholders is essential
to making Kalat a peace-
ful and progressive
district.““SEO Key-
words: Kalat Deputy
Commissioner, Munir
Ahmed Durrani, Kalat
Madaris, religious semi-
naries Balochistan, JUI
Kalat, seminary stu-
dents, modern educa-
tion,  social harmony
Balochistan, Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
Kalat development
news, July 2026.

QUETTA: Senior
Provincial Minister of
Balochistan, Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Central Committee
member, Parliamen-
tary Leader, and Pro-
vincial Irrigation Min-
ister Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani, has
strongly condemned
the terrorist attack car-
ried out by armed ele-
ments in the Hanna
Urak area on the out-
skirts of Quetta.

In a statement is-
sued on Sunday, the
provincial minister said
that targeting innocent
and unarmed civilians
is an unacceptable and
deeply concerning
act.

He emphasized
that such attacks are

aimed at creating fear
and instability in soci-
ety and cannot be tol-
erated under any cir-
cumstances.

Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani said
that law enforcement
agencies, in coopera-
tion with local tribal
leaders and communi-
ties, are making seri-
ous efforts to eliminate
these non-state armed
elements.

He expressed
confidence that effec-
tive action would soon
be taken against those
responsible for the at-
tack. The senior min-
ister also prayed for
the martyrs who lost
their lives in the inci-
dent, asking Allah Al-
mighty to grant them

the highest ranks in
Jannat-ul-Firdous and
to give patience and
strength to their be-
reaved families.

He further prayed
for the speedy recov-
ery of those injured in
the attack and assured
that the government
stands with the af-
fected families during
this difficult time.

Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani, Hanna
Urak attack, Quetta
terrorism news,
Balochistan security,
Pakistan Peoples
Party Balochistan, ter-
rorism condemnation,
Quetta incident July
2026, law enforce-
ment Balochistan,
Balochistan provincial
minister.

Hub Price Control Committee
Approves New Official Rates to Pass

Fuel Price Relief to Consumers
HUB6: The District Price
Control Committee,
chaired by the Deputy
Commissioner Hub, has
approved a new official
price list for essential
commodities to ensure
that the recent reduction
in petroleum prices di-
rectly benefits consum-
ers across the district.

The meeting fo-
cused on measures to
provide essential food
items at government-ap-
proved rates and
strengthen market moni-
toring to protect con-
sumers from unjustified
price hikes. The session
was attended by the As-
sistant Commissioner
Hub, Deputy Director
Weights and Measures,
Deputy Director Live-
stock, Deputy Director
of the Balochistan Food
Authority, DSP Traffic,
representatives of trad-
ers' associations, social
organizations, the Hotel
Association, grocery
merchants, milk sellers,
and other relevant
stakeholders. New Offi-
cial Price List Issued
During the meeting, par-
ticipants conducted a
detailed review of the
prices of food items and
other daily-use com-
modities.  Following
consultations with all
stakeholders, the com-

mittee unanimously ap-
proved revised prices,
after which a new official
price list was issued for
Hub District.

Crackdown on
Profiteering and Hoard-
ing Addressing the
meeting, the Deputy
Commissioner said that,
in line with the directives
of the Government of
Balochistan, ensuring
that the public receives
the full benefit of re-
duced petroleum prices
remains a top priority.
He stressed that profi-
teering, hoarding, and
violations of official
price lists will not be tol-
erated, and the district
administration will en-
sure that quality essen-
tial goods are available
at government-ap-
proved prices. Daily
Market Inspections Or-
dered The Deputy Com-
missioner directed the
Assistant Commis-
sioner Hub and all con-
cerned Tehsildars to
strictly enforce the
newly issued price list
across the district.

He instructed offi-
cials to conduct daily in-
spections of markets
and bazaars and take im-
mediate legal action
against shopkeepers,
hotel owners, and other
businesses found violat-

ing government price
regulations.

Legal Action
Against Violators The
Deputy Commissioner
warned that violators of
the official price list
would face fines and le-
gal proceedings, while
serious or repeated vio-
lations could result in
imprisonment under the
relevant laws.He empha-
sized that these mea-
sures are aimed at pro-
viding genuine relief to
consumers and ensur-
ing fair market practices
throughout the district.

At the conclusion
of the meeting, repre-
sentatives of traders' or-
ganizations and other
stakeholders assured
the district administra-
tion of their full coopera-
tion and pledged to sup-
port the effective imple-
mentation of the new
price list to ensure the
availability of essential
commodities at afford-
able prices. Hub Price
Control Committee, Hub
official price list, Deputy
Commissioner Hub,
Balochistan price con-
trol, essential commodi-
ties Hub, petrol price re-
lief Pakistan, anti-profi-
teering campaign, market
inspection Hub, con-
sumer protection
Balochistan.



04 NATIONAL Tuesday,July.07.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

President Zardari to depart today on four-day
official visit to Kyrgyzstan: MoFA

Lahore court grants five-day physical remand of three
more suspects in foreign women abduction case

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia sign MoU to
build new cricket stadium in Jeddah

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia on Mon-
day signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU) on a new stadium
project in Jeddah.

The MoU was
signed by Saudi Cricket
Federation Chairman
Prince Saud bin Mishaal
bin Muhammad Al Saud
and Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) Chairman
and Federal Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi.

The partnership
marked a step toward the
expansion of cricket in
the Middle East, as well
as Saudi Arabia’s sports
growth, with Pakistan
bringing decades of ex-
pertise in stadium de-
sign, construction, and
cricket facility manage-
ment.

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP’s) Amjad
Hussain sworn in as GB chief minister

Under the agree-
ment, Islamabad and
Riyadh would work
jointly to plan the sta-
dium, develop infra-
structure, exchange tech-
nical expertise, and im-
prove operational stan-
dards, so as to develop
a modern and world-
class cricket venue.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Prince Al Saud
said that the partnership
is not limited to the con-
struction of a cricket sta-
dium in Jeddah, but will
prove to be the founda-
tion for the long-term
development of cricket
in Saudi Arabia.

Read: Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia sign secu-
rity MoU, agree to de-
velop cricket stadium in
Jeddah

The prince added

Businesses in Punjab banned
from charging customers

for plastic bags from Sept 6

that the project reflected
a shared vision, strong
partnership, and sus-
tainable investment. He
stated that the proposed
stadium would play a
significant role in en-
abling Saudi Arabia to
host international cricket
matches and major sport-
ing events.

Further, the project
is expected to promote
investment in sports,
tourism, and community
engagement, which is in
line with the goals of
Saudi Vision 2030.
Jeddah’s new stadium
could host international
matches, regional tour-
naments, and training
camps, with the project
fitting into Riyadh's Vi-
sion 2030 strategy to di-
versify entertainment
and sports infrastruc

NEWS DESK: Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari is
to undertake an offi-
cial visit to Kyrgyzstan
from July 6 to 9 at the
invitation of President
Sadyr Zhaparov,
marking the first visit
by a Pakistani head of
state to the Central
Asian country in 21
years, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs
(MoFA) announced
on Monday.

In a post on X,
MoFA described the
trip as "a historic mile-
stone" in bilateral re-
lations. It added that
the president's trip fol-
lowed President
Zhaparov's visit to Pa-
kistan in December
last year and reflects
"the sustained upward
trajectory of high-level
engagement between
the two brotherly
countries."

Leading a high-
level delegation, Presi-
dent Zardari is sched-
uled to hold one-on-
one talks with Presi-
dent Zhaparov, fol-
lowed by delegation-
level discussions to re-
view "the entire spec-
trum of Pakistan-
Kyrgyzstan relations"
and exchange views
on regional and inter-
national developments
of mutual interest.

According to
MoFA, the talks are
expected to focus on
"deepening coopera-
tion" across a broad
range of sectors, in-

cluding trade and in-
vestment, energy, min-
ing, agriculture, tex-
tiles, the halal industry,
healthcare and phar-
maceuticals, the digi-
tal economy, educa-
tion, tourism, and
people-to-people ex-
changes. During the
visit, President Zardari
is also due to receive
the Speaker of the
Kyrgyz Parliament for
a courtesy call.

Saying that Paki-
stan and Kyrgyzstan
enjoy "warm and fra-
ternal relations", an-
chored in "shared his-
tory, faith, culture and
common aspirations
for peace, connectiv-
ity and prosperity in
Central and South
Asia," MoFA noted
that President
Zardari's visit reflects
the two countries'
commitment to

strengthening bilateral
ties and expanding co-
operation in areas of
mutual interest, build-
ing on the momentum
generated by recent
high-level exchanges.

P r e s i d e n t
Zhaparov visited Paki-
stan in December
2025, with Islamabad
and Bishkek agreeing
to deepen cooperation
in trade, investment,
energy, and regional
connectivity while re-
affirming their com-
mitment to regional
peace and stability.

The countries had
agreed to increase bi-
lateral trade to $200
million by 2027-28,
signing a series of
agreements and
memorandums of un-
derstanding covering
commerce, energy,
mining, agriculture,
tourism, healthcare,

culture, customs coop-
eration, and the use of
Pakistani ports to en-
hance regional con-
nectivity. The nations
also reaffirmed their
support for the
CASA-1000 electric-
ity transmission project
and welcomed the
operationalisation of
the road corridor un-
der the Quadrilateral
Traffic in Transit
Agreement (QTTA).

Further, Pakistani
and Kyrgyz leaders
also agreed that
Afghanistan's Taliban
authorities must
honour their commit-
ments to the interna-
tional community and
address Pakistan's se-
curity concerns by tak-
ing "concrete and veri-
fiable actions" against
militant groups operat-
ing from Afghan terri-
tory.

NEWS DESK:
PPP’s Amjad Hussain on
Monday was sworn in
as the chief minister of
Gilgit-Baltistan in a cer-
emony attended by his
party chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari.

Advocate Hussain
was elected for the role
on June 22 following the
June 7 elections,  in
which the PPP emerged
as the largest party, with
12 seats in the 24-mem-
ber GB assembly.

Addressing the cer-
emony in Gilgit after tak-
ing the oath, Hussain
said the PPP emerged as
the “largest party” in the
elections.

He noted that the
region’s youth and
women “had a huge role”
in the polls, in which his
party candidates se-
cured several seats.

Hussain particu-
larly thanked the people
of Nagar who “gave the
PPP 100 per cent results
and two seats”, adding
that the “heavy man-
date” given to his party
was an expression of the
public confidence in the
PPP. He highlighted that
the Gilgit and Baltistan
divisions were tradition-
ally considered areas
with a mandate for the
PPP, thanking the resi-
dents there for maintain-
ing that support.

“This mandate is
not a new thing,” the
newly sworn-in CM said,
stressing that the rela-
tionship between his
party and the people of
GB had existed for three
generations.

He further pointed
out, “The people of GB
broke many records.

Never had it happened
that one party is in
[power in] the Centre
and another party given
the trust in GB.”

Hussain prayed
that God may help him
fulfil the “most difficult
responsibility” given to
him as the chief minister,
as decided by the PPP
leadership.

He appreciated
PML-N President Nawaz
Sharif, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, GB af-
fairs minister Amir
Muqam, and opposition
leader Hafeezur Rehman
for “adhering to demo-
cratic principles and giv-
ing the PPP the chance
to form the govern-
ment”.

He also thanked
Istehkam-i-Pakistan

Party (IPP) chairman
Aleem Khan for “help-
ing” the PPP during the
entire process that had
resulted in the unop-
posed elections of the
chief minister and the
assembly speaker.

The PPP had an-
nounced that it would
form a government in GB
with the support of the

PML-N. However, they
agreed that the PML-N
would sit in the opposi-
tion.

‘GB can be a prime
example of good gover-
nance’

In his maiden
speech as the GB CM,
Hussain shed light on
the key attributes of the
region.

He highlighted GB’s
population and land
area, noting that the re-
gion was somewhat
smaller than Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa but
housed 1.7 mill ion
people.

“GB can be a prime
example of good gover-
nance for the rest of the
country,” he remarked.
“We consider transpar-
ency our prime subject.

We consider it our foun-
dation stone.”

The chief minister
also addressed issues in
the region, noting that
GB had a budgetary right
to Rs258 billion whereas
it  had only received
Rs142bn from the fed-
eration — a deficiency
of over Rs100bn, with-
out which he noted the

region’s issues could
not be solved.

He also pointed out
that GB had received a
development budget of
Rs23bn rather than the
required Rs33bn, and
only Rs15bn rather than
the Rs29bn required in
subsidies, calling this
“abuse”.

“We want the fed-
eration to fulfil its re-
sponsibilities,” he as-
serted.

Hussain noted that
the region’s potential
“does not match” its 22
hours of loadshedding.

“This means that
somewhere we are un-
qualified, and some-
where there is a lack of
funds,” he said, noting
that Gilgit city alone had
about 200MW potential

and Diamer had about
1,000MW of potential.

He highlighted on-
going power projects
and stressed his
government’s commit-
ment to focus on these
projects on a “day-to-
day” basis: “No kind of
slowness or laziness will
be tolerated on these
projects.”

NEWS DESK:A magis-
terial court on Monday
remanded three more
suspects in police cus-
tody for five days in a
case involving the al-
leged abduction and
rape of two foreign
women.

Police on Thursday
rescued two foreign
women within hours of
receiving an emergency
complaint, arrested four
suspects, and launched
an investigation into al-
legations of kidnapping,
ransom demands, and
sexual assault. Those
produced today were
the second group of
suspects presented be-
fore the court in the case.
On July 3, Judicial Mag-
istrate Azhar Mahmood
in Lahore had granted
police a five-day physi-
cal remand of four pre-
viously arrested sus-
pects, identified as Raza
Dar, Hassan Raza, Sajid
Ali, and Sikandar Khan.

During the hearing
of the case, police pro-
duced the three accused

— Rizwan, Nawaz, and
Nasir — before the court
and sought their physi-
cal remand for further in-
vestigation.

After hearing the
matter,  Judge Abdul
Qadoos granted the re-
quest and remanded all
three suspects into po-
lice custody for five
days.

Police informed the
court that a criminal case

had already been regis-
tered against the ac-
cused persons and that
their custody was re-
quired to complete the
investigation.

Separately, an addi-

tional district and ses-
sions court granted in-
terim pre-arrest bail to
Defence-C Station
House Officer (SHO)
Faryad Ali until July 10
in a case for allegedly
threatening a judicial
magistrate during pro-
ceedings.

After hearing pre-
liminary arguments, the
court restrained the po-
lice from arresting the

SHO until the next hear-
ing. The court also is-
sued a notice to the
Mustafa Abad police,
seeking its response,
and directed the ac-
cused to join the inves-

tigation by appearing
before the investigating
officer.

According to the
prosecution, the case
against SHO Faryad Ali
was registered on allega-
tions that he visited the
residence of a judicial
magistrate and allegedly
threatened him during
the process of the high-
profile case involving
the alleged abduction
and rape of two foreign
women. An FIR was sub-
sequently lodged at the
Mustafa Abad police
station over the alleged
intimidation of the judi-
cial magistrate.

While granting in-
terim relief, the court
made it clear that the ac-
cused must cooperate
with the investigation in
accordance with the law.

One of the suspects
is related to an influen-

tial political figure, but
Lahore Deputy Inspec-
tor General (Operations)
Faisal Kamran, on Sun-
day, in a media briefing,

assured that the sus-
pect, reportedly linked
to a senior government
minister, will not be
treated differently from
any other criminal in the
investigation

According to the
Lahore DIG, the two for-
eign women arrived in
Islamabad on June 26
before travelling to
Lahore on June 29.

On Sunday, he said
that at around midnight
on July 1, the Safe City
Authority received in-
formation from a man
identified as Carlos, who
reported that his daugh-
ter had been abducted in
Pakistan and that he had
received a ransom de-
mand. "Police subse-
quently launched an in-
vestigation using the rel-
evant phone numbers,
the vehicle's registration
details.

NEWS DESK: Punjab’s
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) has
issued an order banning
businesses from charg-
ing customers for plas-
tic bags from September
6, adding that they can
only charge them for re-
cyclable bags.

In a notice issued
on July 5,  a copy of
which is available with
Dawn, EPA Director
General Imran Hamid
Sheikh said retailers had
started charging exorbi-
tant prices for plastic
shopping bags, which
had increased plastic
bag production and re-
duced the production of
bags made from “reus-
able and recyclable eco-
friendly materials”.

“No shop, retail
center, restaurant, hotel,
and other commercial
establishment shall

charge any fee/price for
the provision of plastic
shopping bags while
selling their products.
Nevertheless,  they will
be allowed to charge fee/
price only for reusable or
recyclable shopping
bags made from any ma-
terial other than plastic,”
he said, adding that this
would come into force on
September 6.

In a separate state-
ment, he instructed re-
tailers to provide plastic
bags free of cost and ad-
vised consumers to act
responsibly by
minimising reliance on
single-use plastics, en-
suring plastic waste
management and pro-
moting the use of reus-
able or recyclable shop-
ping bags.

Businesses found
in violation after the
September 6 deadline

may be fined between
Rs5,000 to Rs50,000.
Punishment may also en-
tail sealing of the busi-
ness and registration of
a first information report,
he said. The official said
that businesses were
charging extra for plas-
tic bags that feature
their own branding,
making plastic bags an-
other product to be sold
to consumers.

“A profit margin is
also made from consum-
ers on plastic bags,” DG
EPA said. Last month,
Punjab EPA accelerated
efforts to establish plas-
tic-free zones in major
city markets, announc-
ing that plastic bags be-
low 75 microns would be
completely banned in the
coming weeks as part of
a province-wide crack-
down on plastic pollu-
tion.

Islamabad in spotlight as Iran
plans key visit

NEWS DESK:A high-
level Iranian delegation
led by Interior Minister
Eskandar Momeni is ex-
pected to undertake a
crucial visit to Pakistan
in the coming days, a trip
that diplomatic sources
believe could eventually
pave the way for the next
round of indirect talks
between Iran and the
United States in
Islamabad.

The interior minis-
ter is likely to travel to
Islamabad after the
burial of the late su-
preme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei on July 9.
The visit of the Iranian
minister was first an-
nounced earlier last
week when Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi held
a joint press conference
in Tehran.

Naqvi told reporters
that arrangements had
already been made for
the Iranian delegation's
visit to Islamabad and
expressed satisfaction
that Momeni would per-
sonally lead the delega-
tion.

The visiting team is
expected to include se-
nior officials from Iran's
ministries of agriculture,
industry, mining and
trade, roads and urban
development, foreign af-

fairs, as well as represen-
tatives from the cultural

heritage, tourism and
handicrafts sectors.


