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From Our Correspondent:

ZIARAT: A massive, high-stakes
security operation in the rugged
mountains of the Ziarat district
has successfully concluded, re-
sulting in the elimination of 15 ter-
rorists belonging to the outlawed
Fitna-al-Khawarij group.

However, the victory has
brought immense grief to the na-
tion. Nine brave personnel of the
Balochistan Police—including
senior field commanders who led
from the front—embraced martyr-
dom (shahadat) while defending
the soil.

The comprehensive update
was confirmed today by Shahid
Rind, the Spokesperson and As-
sistant to the Chief Minister of
Balochistan.

A Fierce Battle on Frontlines:
The Casualties The intelligence-
based operation was a sweeping,
coordinated effort. Units from the

Frontier Corps (FC), Balochistan
Police, Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD), Special Operations
Wing (SOW), and the Anti-Ter-
rorism Force (ATF) closed in on
deep-mountain terrorist hide-
outs.

While the joint forces suc-
cessfully neutralized the threat,
the frontline police units bore the
brunt of a fierce ambush. The
fallen heroes who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice have been identi-
fied as:

The Station House Officer
(SHO) of Mangi Police Station

The SHO of Kawas Police
Station Head Constable Saifullah,
the frontline In-charge of the
Anti-Terrorism Force (ATF)

Six dedicated police con-
stables whose families are cur-
rently being notified.

The bodies of the martyrs are
being transported to the District
Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital in
Ziarat for final legal procedures

before being sent to their home-
towns for state-honored funer-
als.

Survival and Tactical Rescue
in Treacherous Terrain

Amid the heavy gunfire and
the unforgiving, jagged terrain of
Ziarat, stories of incredible grit
and survival have emerged from
the battlefield:

Hostage Rescued: In a high-
risk, tactical rescue operation, se-
curity forces successfully recov-
ered Constable Rizwan from cap-
tivity.

A Brave Trek to Safety: Cut
off by the terrain during the ini-
tial ambush, Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police (DSP) Ghulam
Sarwar and eight of his men
fought their way through difficult
mountainous paths under heavy
cover, successfully reaching the
Kach Police Station alive.

State Vows Retribution: “No
Safe Havens”

The Balochistan govern-

ment has expressed profound
grief over the loss of its law en-
forcement personnel, honoring
their deaths not as a setback, but
as a defining moment of bravery.

”The terrorists of Fitna-al-
Khawarij have paid a heavy, irre-
versible price for trying to play
with the peace of Balochistan,”
stated spokesperson Shahid
Rind.

“The state is responding with
its absolute, full might. Let it be
clear: there are no safe havens for
terrorists here. Every single attack
will be met with a crushing, deci-
sive response.”

Rind reiterated that the blood
of the martyred officers would not
go in vain and that intelligence-
led operations would only inten-
sify.

“The protection of our citi-
zens and the absolute eradication
of terrorism remains our topmost
priority. The writ of the state will
be maintained at all costs.”

IHC grants final adjournment
to Imran's counsel in £190m

corruption case
NEWS DESK:

The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Tuesday granted a
final adjournment to the coun-
sel for former prime minister
Imran Khan in the £190 mil-
lion corruption case.

The court warned that no
further delay would be toler-
ated and the appeal would be
decided on the available record
if arguments were not pre-
sented at the next hearing.

A division bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Sarfaraz
Dogar and Justice Muhammad
Asif issued a written order on
a criminal appeal filed by
Imran against his conviction in
the Al-Qadir Trust case, com-
monly referred to as the
£190m corruption reference,
by an accountability court in
January 2025.

When the matter came up
for hearing on Tuesday, Sardar
Latif Khosa, Imran’s counsel,
sought a two-week adjourn-
ment.

The court accepted the re-
quest after Khosa gave an un-
equivocal undertaking that he
would not seek any further ad-
journment on any ground what-
soever and would argue the
appeal on its merits at the next
hearing.

“The request for adjourn-
ment is acceded to. It is, how-
ever, made abundantly clear
that this shall constitute the fi-
nal opportunity,” the order
stated.

The bench further directed
that if the learned counsel
failed to advance arguments at

the next hearing, no further ad-
journment would be granted,
and the appeal would be de-
cided on the basis of the avail-
able record after hearing the
counsel for the respondents.

The court adjourned the
case till a date to be fixed by
the registrar’s office.

During the hearing, senior
counsel Salman Akram Raja
and Fatehullah Barki also ap-
peared on Imran’s behalf,
while Special Prosecutor Javed
Arshad and Senior Special

Prosecutor Muhammad Rafay
represented the accountability
watchdog.

Islamabad Advocate Gen-
eral Naveed Malik also ap-
peared along with state coun-
sels.

The £190m pound case
pertains to the Al-Qadir Trust
settlement, where NAB al-
leged that Imran and his wife
Bushra Bibi obtained billions of
rupees and land worth hun-
dreds of kanals from a real
estate firm for legalising Rs50
billion

that was identified and re-
turned to the country by the
United Kingdom during the
previous PTI government.

The amount was deposited
in the Supreme Court account
as part of a settlement with the
property tycoon.

An accountability court in
Islamabad had sentenced
Imran and Bushra to 14 and
seven years in prison, respec-
tively,

on Jan 17, 2025, in the
case. Subsequently, both had
challenged their convictions
before the IHC.

Qaseem Shah:

In a stunning, high-stakes po-
litical move, Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
bypassed tight security proto-
cols to arrive directly at the
tense Ziarat Cross sit-in, con-
fronting protesting crowds
face-to-face.

Stepping straight into the
heart of the mass demonstra-
tion, the Chief Minister’s sud-
den, dramatic appearance at
the blockaded junction has sent
shockwaves through the re-
gion.

Surrounded by passionate
demonstrators who have
brought local transport to a
grinding halt,

Bugti took the microphone
to engage in an intense, direct
dialogue with the crowd in a
desperate bid to defuse the
escalating standoff.

While official state chan-
nels are already claiming a
breakthrough—announcing the
formation of a high-level com-

Ziarat Operation: 15 Terrorists Killed, 9 Police Officers Martyred in Major Balochistan Clearance Drive

mittee and an invitation to the
Chief Minister’s Secretariat

for formal negotiations—inde-
pendent verification from the

ground remains fluid.
It remains to be seen

whether the protesters will
accept the government’s terms

or maintain their defiant block-
ade on the strategic highway.

CM Sarfraz Bugti Storms Tense Ziarat Cross Sit-In to Confront Protesters Face-to-Face

File photo:Former prime minister Imran Khan in the
£190 million corruption case.
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Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan Recognised
for Driving Governance Reforms in Balochistan

By Sheikh Abdul
Razaq:
QUETTA: The role of
an efficient bureau-
cracy remains central
to effective gover-
nance, particularly in
provinces facing com-
plex administrative
and developmental
challenges. In
Balochistan, the re-
cent recognition of
Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Shakeel
Qadir Khan, by the
provincial cabinet and
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti during
the provincial budget
session has high-
lighted the signifi-
cance of strong insti-
tutional leadership in
advancing governance
reforms.

Governance ex-
perts argue that while
elected governments
provide policy direc-
tion, successful imple-
mentation depends
largely on a capable
and professional civil
service. In
Balochistan, where is-
sues such as vast ge-
ography, infrastructure
gaps, developmental
disparities,

and security con-
cerns continue to pose
challenges, an effec-
tive administrative
framework is essential
for sustainable
progress.

Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan,
widely regarded as an
experienced and com-
petent civil servant,
has played a pivotal
role in enhancing in-
terdepartmental coor-
dination, strengthening

administrative effi-
ciency, and supporting
the provincial
government’s reform
agenda.

His tenure has co-
incided with renewed
efforts by the
Balochistan govern-
ment to promote insti-
tutional reforms, fiscal
discipline, transpar-
ency, and perfor-
mance-based gover-
nance.

Chief Minister

Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
consistently empha-
sized the importance
of governance re-
forms, institutional
strengthening, and im-
proved public service
delivery.

Analysts believe
that translating these
policy objectives into
tangible outcomes re-
quires a bureaucracy
capable of aligning ad-
ministrative priorities
with the government’s

development vision.
The formulation of

the provincial budget
served as a key ex-
ample of this collabo-
rative governance
model.

Modern budget-
making extends be-
yond financial ac-
counting and reflects a
government’s devel-
opment priorities, fis-
cal management strat-
egy, and long-term
planning objectives.

Effective budget
preparation requires
strong interdepart-
mental coordination,
data-driven decision-
making, and prudent
allocation of re-
sources.

The acknowledg-
ment extended to
Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan
by both the provincial
cabinet and the Chief
Minister on the floor of
the Balochistan As-

Forced Marriage in Islam:  A Clear Violation
of Women’s Rights and Human Dignity

By Musavir
Durrani:

Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make
consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-
valid).

The Qur ’an
Clearly Forbids
Forced Marriages.

Allah states in
Surah An-Nisa:

“O you who be-
lieve, it is not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”

(Qur’an 4:19)
This verse was

revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid

A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)

complaining that her
father had married her

without her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-
sent is mandatory.

Hadith Refer-
ences: Sahih al-
Bukhari, Hadith 5138.

Sahih Muslim, Hadith
1419. These narra-
tions all confirm that
the Prophet (PBUH)
allowed the woman to
annul her forced mar-
riage.

One narration
even states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that fa-

thers have no right to
force their daughters.

Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.

Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
guide, suggest, and
advise,

but they have ab-

solutely no power to
force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
they “know what is
best,” they cannot
override the choice of
their daughter or son.
The final decision al-
ways

belongs to the per-
son getting married.

Statements such
as: “If you don’t marry
this one, who will
marry you?”. “You
have no choice.” “Do
it for

family honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”

These are pure
emotional manipula-
tion, and Islam does

not allow it. Emotional
or Psychological

Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-
riage is not only when
someone is physically
pressured. Even

emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or

threats
is invalid (Batil) in

Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet (PBUH) an-
nulled

marriages done
without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in the ground,

we bury their
dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”

When a girl is
forced into a marriage,
pressured emotionally,
or told she has no
other choice, we de-
stroy her life while she
is still alive. This is the
new form of burying
women alive, and Is-
lam came to end this
injustice completely.

Forced marriage
has no place in Islam.
It is against the
Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
the dignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but never

control or force
marriage decisions.

“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it
away”.

sembly reflects a
broader recognition of
the critical role played
by the civil service in
ensuring policy imple-
mentation and institu-
tional continuity.

Observers note
that such recognition
promotes a culture of
merit, professionalism,
and accountability
within the public sec-
tor, encouraging civil
servants to maintain
high standards of pub-

lic service.
B a l o c hi s t an ’s

unique governance
landscape demands
administrative fore-
sight, continuity, and
strategic leadership.
Effective oversight of
development projects,
monitoring mecha-
nisms, departmental
coordination, and ac-
countability systems
remains vital for
achieving sustainable
development goals

across the province.
Experts maintain

that institutional re-
forms are ultimately
measured by their
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n .
Strong institutions are
built through consistent
leadership,

professionalism,
and efficient gover-
nance practices. Pub-
lic officials who uphold
these principles con-
tribute significantly to
strengthening govern-
ment institutions and
enhancing administra-
tive performance.

The recognition
accorded to Chief
Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan under-
scores the growing
importance of a pro-
fessional and respon-
sive civil service in
s u p p o r t i n g
Balochistan’s develop-
ment agenda.

It also sends a
positive message
throughout the bu-
reaucracy that dedica-
tion, competence, and
commitment to public
service continue to be
valued.

As Balochistan
advances towards im-
proved governance
and sustainable devel-
opment, the partner-
ship between political
leadership and an ef-
fective administrative
structure will remain
essential.

The province’s
long-term progress will
depend not only on vi-
sionary policies but
also on the institutional
capacity required to
implement them suc-
cessfully.
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Gwadar Development
Projects Reviewed as MPA

Maulana Hidayat-ur-Rehman
Meets GDA Chief

Balochistan C&W Department Reviews Road
Development Projects for Five Districts

PPP Leader Haji Ali Madad
Jattak Condemns Terrorist Attack

on Police Personnel in Ziarat

Quetta District Compensation Committee Reviews Relief
Cases for Hanna Urak and Other Incident Victims

Governor of Balochistan Visits New Trauma Center,
Inquires About Hanna Urak Attack Victims

QUETTA: Secretary
of the Balochistan
Communications and
Works (C&W) De-
partment, Babar
Khan, chaired an im-
portant meeting of the
Departmental Sub-
Committee to review
proposed road infra-
structure and develop-
ment projects for the
districts of Kachhi
(Bolan), Sibi,
N a s i r a b a d ,
Jaffarabad, and
Sohbatpur. The meet-
ing was attended by
Chief Engineer Sibi
Zone Zubair Ahmed
Khoso, Chief Engi-
neer Nasirabad Zone
Muhammad Bashir
Nasir, Technical Advi-
sor Ahsanullah Khan
Durrani, officials from
the Planning and De-
velopment (P&D)
Department, and the
concerned Executive
Engineers.

During the ses-
sion, participants con-

Quetta Deputy Commissioner Reviews Progress of Development
Projects, Orders Action Against Encroachments

GWADAR: Member of
the Balochistan Provin-
cial Assembly, Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman, met
with Director General of
the Gwadar Develop-
ment Authority (GDA),
M oe e n -u r -Re h ma n
Khan, at the GDA office
to review the progress
of ongoing development

projects and discuss
funding challenges af-
fecting key infrastruc-
ture schemes.

The meeting was
attended by GDA Chief
Engineer Haji  Syed
Muhammad, Director of
Town Planning Shahid
Ali, Chairman of the Mu-
nicipal Committee
Gwadar Majid Johar,
Deputy Director of
Town Planning Abdul
Razzaq, and other senior
officials.

During the meeting,
participants conducted a
comprehensive review
of various development
projects underway in
Gwadar, including issues
related to funding avail-
ability, implementation
challenges, and matters
concerning the Fisher-
men Colony.

The GDA Director
General informed the
meeting that several de-
velopment schemes are
progressing under the
GDA Old Town Reha-
bilitation Project.

He said the black-
topping of streets sur-
rounding the old Eidgah
has recently been com-

pleted, while work on the
Model Mohalla Project
is expected to commence
shortly.

He added that the
Sarbandar Fishing Jetty
Mall and several other
development projects
are currently in the ten-
dering phase.

The DG further
stated that construction
work on the Marine
Drive Causeway, the ICT
Building, and other ma-
jor infrastructure
projects is advancing
rapidly.

The Marine Drive
Causeway has entered
its final stage of comple-
tion.

However, he noted
that several develop-
ment schemes are facing
delays because funding
was not allocated for

them under the current
fiscal year's Public Sec-
tor Development Pro-
gram.

Maulana Hidayat-
ur-Rehman assured
GDA officials that he
would actively engage
both the provincial and
federal governments to
secure the required fund-

ing for the authority's
development projects.

He revealed that he
has already discussed
the matter with Federal
Minister for Planning
and Development
Ahsan Iqbal, and an im-
portant follow-up meet-
ing is expected soon.

He emphasized that
GDA should continue
work on development
projects without inter-
ruption, adding that ev-
ery possible effort
would be made to ensure
the timely release of
funds.

The meeting also
reviewed proposals for
the installation of sew-
erage lines in the Model
Mohalla area and im-
provements to the drain-
age system in TTC
Colony.

Balochistan Food Authority
Destroys Toxic Vegetables Grown

with Sewage Water in Quetta

QUETTA: Governor
of Balochistan Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail vis-
ited the New Trauma
Center on Sariab
(Spini) Road to inquire
about the condition of
those injured in the re-
cent Hanna Urak ter-
rorist attack.

Provincial Minis-
ter Mir Asim Kurd
Gello accompanied
the Governor during
the visit.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail personally
met each injured pa-
tient, asked about their
health, and directed
the concerned authori-
ties to ensure the im-
mediate provision of
all required medical
facilities and treat-
ment.

He expressed sat-
isfaction over the
medical care being
provided to the victims
and praised the doc-
tors and paramedical

staff for their dedi-
cated efforts in treat-
ing and supporting the
injured.

The Governor re-
iterated that the pro-

vincial government
stands with the victims
and their families and
will continue to ensure
the best possible
healthcare facilities for

those affected by the
attack.

Governor Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail,
Hanna Urak attack,
Quetta Trauma Cen-

ter, Balochistan news,
terrorism victims,
New Trauma Center
Spini Road, healthcare
in Balochistan, Mir
Asim Kurd Gello.

ducted a detailed re-
view of various road
development projects
proposed under the
Communications and
Works Department
for the five districts.
Relevant officials pre-
sented comprehensive
briefings on the feasi-
bility of the projects,
estimated costs, tech-
nical specifications,
and proposed comple-
tion timelines.

The committee
emphasized the im-
portance of complet-
ing all ongoing devel-
opment projects
within the stipulated

timeframe while main-
taining high construc-
tion standards to en-
sure the provision of
safe, reliable, and im-
proved transportation
facilities for the public.

The Departmental
Sub-Committee also
recommended ap-
proval of several new
road infrastructure
projects, along with
multiple schemes for
the construction, reha-
bilitation, and mainte-
nance of existing roads
across the concerned
districts.

It was decided
that all legal, adminis-

trative, and technical
requirements for the
approved projects
would be completed on
a priority basis to fa-
cilitate the early com-
mencement of con-
struction work.

Addressing the
meeting, Secretary
Communications and
Works Babar Khan
stressed that transpar-
ency, quality, and
timely completion
must remain the top
priorities in the execu-
tion of all development
projects.

He directed the
concerned officers to

further strengthen the
monitoring and super-
vision mechanisms for
d e v e l o p m e n t
schemes, warning that
negligence or unnec-
essary delays in
project implementa-
tion would not be tol-
erated.

B a l o c h i s t a n
C&W Department,
Babar Khan, road de-
velopment projects,
Quetta, Kachhi Bolan,
Sibi, Nasirabad,
Jaffarabad, Sohbatpur,
infrastructure devel-
opment, road con-
struction, Balochistan
development news.

QUETTA: Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Mehrullah Badini
chaired a review
meeting to assess the
progress of ongoing
development projects
across Quetta and di-
rected authorities to
ensure their timely
completion while re-
moving obstacles af-
fecting implementa-
tion.

The meeting was
attended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(Revenue) Hafiz
Muhammad Tariq, As-
sistant Commissioner
Sadr,

Assistant Com-
missioner Sariab, the
concerned Tehsildars,
the Settlement Officer,
officials from the

Communications and
Works (C&W) De-
partment, the Quetta
Development Author-
ity (QDA), and other
relevant departments.

Officials pre-
sented a detailed
briefing on the status
of various develop-
ment schemes cur-
rently underway in the
provincial capital.

The meeting also
reviewed measures to
remove illegal huts

and encroachments
established on QDA-
owned land and dis-
cussed plans to re-
claim government
property from unlaw-
ful occupants.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Mehrullah
Badini instructed the
concerned depart-
ments to ensure that all
development projects
are completed within
the stipulated
timeframe.

He also directed
officials to expedite
the removal of en-
croachments from
public land and resolve
any administrative or
technical hurdles de-
laying project execu-
tion.

He emphasized
that the timely and
high-quality comple-
tion of development
projects would accel-
erate Quetta's growth
and prosperity while

providing improved
public services and in-
frastructure for resi-
dents.

Quetta develop-
ment projects, Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Mehrullah Badini,
Quetta Development
Authority, QDA, en-
croachment removal,
government land,
C&W Department,
Quetta infrastructure,
Balochistan develop-
ment, Quetta news.

QUETTA: Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Muhammad
Anwar Kakar chaired
a meeting of the Dis-
trict Compensation
Committee to review
compensation

cases for the vic-
tims of the Hanna
Urak incident and
other recent incidents
in the district.

During the meet-
ing, officials presented
detailed information

regarding those who
lost their lives and
those who were in-
jured.

Participants also
reviewed the progress
of compensation pay-
ments to the affected
families in accordance
with the government's
compensation policy.

Representatives
of all relevant govern-
ment departments at-
tended the meeting
and submitted reports

and updates related to
their respective re-
sponsibilities to facili-
tate the compensation
process.

Addressing the
participants, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Muhammad
Anwar Kakar directed
the concerned depart-
ments

to expedite the
processing of compen-
sation cases for the
families of the de-

ceased and injured vic-
tims.

He instructed of-
ficials to complete all
legal and administra-
tive formalities with-
out delay to ensure
that financial assis-
tance reaches the af-
fected families as
quickly as possible.

He emphasized
that timely relief and
support for the victims
and their families
should remain a prior-

ity and that unneces-
sary delays in the com-
pensation process
must be avoided.

Quetta District
Compensation Com-
mittee, Muhammad
Anwar Kakar,

Hanna Urak,
Quetta compensation,
victims compensation,
Balochistan relief,
martyr families, in-
jured victims, Quetta
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Balochistan news.

QUETTA: Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) cen-
tral leader and Provincial
Minister Haji Ali Madad
Jattak has strongly con-
demned the terrorist at-
tack targeting police per-
sonnel in Ziarat, describ-
ing it as a cowardly, bru-
tal, and inhumane act.

In a statement, the
provincial minister said
that attacking police of-
ficers while they are per-
forming their duty is
equivalent to an attack
on the entire nation.

He added that those
responsible are enemies
not only of the law but
also of humanity and
must be brought to jus-
tice.

Haji  Ali  Madad
Jattak said that every
conspiracy aimed at un-
dermining peace, devel-
opment, and stability in
Balochistan would be
defeated.

He expressed confi-
dence that state institu-
tions would take deci-
sive action against the

terrorists and those fa-
cilitating their activities.

Tribute to Fallen
Police Personnel The
minister stated that the
sacrifices of the fallen
police officers would
never be forgotten and
vowed that those re-
sponsible for shedding
innocent blood would
be held accountable.

He said the people
of Balochistan stand
firmly alongside the po-
lice, security forces, and
all  law enforcement
agencies in the fight
against terrorism.

According to him,
the national campaign to
eliminate terrorism will
continue with full deter-
mination until lasting
peace is achieved.

Government Com-
mitted to Combating
Terrorism Haji  Al i
Madad Jattak empha-
sized that the govern-
ment is utilizing all avail-
able resources to eradi-
cate terrorism and that
all relevant institutions

are fulfilling their re-
sponsibilities to maintain
law and order across the
province.

He reaffirmed the
government's resolve to
foil the malicious de-
signs of anti-state ele-
ments and ensure the
safety and security of
the people.

Concluding his
statement, the provincial
minister paid tribute to
the police personnel
who lost their lives in
the attack, prayed for
the elevation of the mar-
tyrs' ranks, extended his
condolences to their
families, and wished a
speedy and complete re-
covery for the injured
officers.

Haji  Ali  Madad
Jattak, Ziarat terrorist at-
tack, police attack
Balochistan,  PPP
Balochistan, terrorism
c o n d e m n a t i o n ,
Balochistan security,
police martyrs, law en-
forcement Pakistan,
Quetta news, July 2026.

QUETTA: Director Gen-
eral of the Balochistan
Food Authority (BFA),
Habibullah Khan, has
reaffirmed the
authority's commitment
to eliminating the culti-
vation and sale of unsafe
vegetables grown with
sewage-contaminated
water across the prov-
ince. He said the cam-
paign is being carried
out on the special direc-
tives of Provincial Min-
ister and Chairman of
the Balochistan Food
Authority, Haji Noor
Muhammad Dummar,
emphasizing that veg-
etables irrigated with
polluted sewage water
pose a serious threat to
public health.

The complete eradi-
cation of toxic and un-
safe vegetables from
Balochistan is the mis-
sion of the Balochistan
Food Authority,"
Habibullah Khan stated,
adding that strict action
against violators will
continue without dis-
crimination and no le-
niency will be shown.

The DG warned that
despite repeated public
warnings and a ruling of
the High Court, anyone

continuing to cultivate
vegetables using sew-
age water will face legal
action under the rel-
evant laws.

He further stated
that criminal cases will be
registered against land-
owners who obstruct the
ongoing operation to
destroy contaminated
crops or violate food
safety regulations. He
stressed that access to
safe and healthy food is
essential for public well-
being and that there is
no place for the produc-
tion or sale of toxic veg-
etables in the province.

Meanwhile, BFA
operational teams, with
the assistance of the
police, carried out a
large-scale enforcement
operation on CPEC Road
in Quetta, where crops
grown on approximately
36 acres using sewage-
contaminated water
were destroyed with trac-
tors. The destroyed
crops included cabbage,
mint,  coriander,
beetroot, and lettuce, all
of which had been irri-
gated with polluted
wastewater. During the
operation, officials also
disconnected the con-

taminated water sources
supplying the fields to
prevent the illegal culti-
vation of vegetables in
the future. According to
the Director General, the
special operation forms
part of the authority's
ongoing campaign to
ensure the availability of
safe, high-quality, and
hygienic food for the
people of Balochistan.

He added that the
Balochistan Food Au-
thority is continuously
monitoring areas across
Quetta where veg-
etables are suspected of
being cultivated with
sewage water. Any fu-
ture violations, he said,
will be met with immedi-
ate and strict enforce-
ment action.

Habibullah Khan
also appealed to the
public to report any in-
stances of vegetables
being grown with con-
taminated sewage water
or the production and
sale of unsafe food in
their neighborhoods.

He urged citizens to
promptly inform the
Balochistan Food Au-
thority so that timely
action can be taken to
protect public health.
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Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan reaffirm commitment to boosting
bilateral ties, stress importance of deepening trade

Supreme Court (SC) seeks replies on Imaan sentence pleaOne killed, 4 injured in quadcopter
attack in KP's Bannu: police

NEWS DESK: One per-
son was killed and four
others were injured in a
quadcopter attack in the
Bakakhel area of Bannu
district, police said on
Tuesday.

According to
Bannu’s District Police
Officer (DPO)
Muhammad Furqan
Bilal, terrorists dropped
an explosive device from
a quadcopter within the
jurisdiction of Baka Khel
Police Station.

As a result, one per-
son was killed on the
spot, while four others
sustained injuries, in-
cluding a teenager, he
said. The injured were
immediately taken to the
District Headquarters
Hospital, where they are

JI chief announces countrywide protests against
'extortionary' petroleum levy on Friday

receiving medical treat-
ment, he added.

Assistant Commis-
sioner Sajjad Hussain
and former provincial
minister Malik Shah
Muhammad Khan vis-
ited the hospital to en-
quire about the condi-
tion of the injured and
expressed solidarity
with the affected fami-
lies.

The DPO stated
that the deployment of
anti-drone guns and en-
hanced security mea-
sures at police stations,
checkpoints,

and other sensitive
locations had recently
foiled several
quadcopter attacks tar-
geting police and secu-
rity forces.

ECP warns KP, Islamabad again
over delays in local govt polls

According to Bilal,
following these failed at-
tempts, the terrorists
had allegedly redirected
their attacks toward un-
armed civilians in an ap-
parent effort to spread
fear and panic among the
local population.

In a separate inci-
dent, a bridge on the
CPEC Circular Road in
Saidgi area of Baka Khel
was blown up, disrupt-
ing traffic in the area,
according to local
sources.

On Sunday, three
girls were killed and four
other members of the
same family were injured
in a suspected
quadcopter attack in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Lower South Waziristan.

NEWS DESK: President
Asif Ali Zardari and
Kyrgyzstan President
Sadyr Zhaparov on
Tuesday reaffirmed their
commitment to boosting
bilateral ties between
Pakistan and
Kyrgyzstan, particularly
deepening trade, eco-
nomic and investment
cooperation.

President Zardari
arrived in Kyrgyzstan a
day earlier for a four-day
official visit, from July 6-
9.

According to a joint
statement issued on
Tuesday, the two ex-
pressed satisfaction
over the “development
of Kyrgyz-Pakistani rela-
tions”.

The two reaffirmed
their commitment to
deepening bilateral co-
operation and urged the
“consistent implementa-
tion” of the agreements
reached during the
Kyrgyz president’s visit
to Pakistan in December.

As per the state-
ment, the two leaders
stressed the need for
maintaining “active po-
litical dialogue, further
expand contacts at the
highest and high levels,
and strengthen interac-
tion between the parlia-
ments, governments and
foreign ministries of the
two countries”.

They also ex-
pressed readiness to es-
tablish “a strategic part-
nership” between
Kyrgyzstan and Paki-
stan, with a focus on
trade, economic and in-
vestment cooperation.

Relevant ministers
and agencies were di-
rected to “intensify joint

efforts to implement the
agreements reached and
to take practical mea-
sures aimed at develop-
ing trade, investment ac-
tivity and business ties”.

The statement fur-
ther stated: “The sides
underscored the need to
further enhance inter-
agency cooperation
mechanisms, improve
the effectiveness of the
Kyrgyz-Pakistani Inter-
governmental Commis-
sion on Trade,  Eco-
nomic, Scientific and
Technical Cooperation,
as well as the relevant
Joint Working Groups.”

The two leaders
also pledged “compre-
hensive support” for
ties between the busi-
ness communities of
each country, including
in chambers of com-
merce and industry, in-
vestment promotion
agencies, and banking
and financial institu-
tions.

The implementation
of joint projects and joint

ventures was encour-
aged.

“The sides noted
the considerable poten-
tial for expanding coop-
eration in the energy
sector,  particularly
through the effective
implementation of the
CASA-1000 Project,
which serves as a vital
link connecting Central
and South Asia.”

The two also dis-
cussed the potential for
bilateral relations in min-
ing, agriculture, textiles,
light industries, halal in-
dustry, healthcare, phar-
maceuticals, particularly
medical education, regu-
latory harmonisation,
vaccine and biological
product manufacturing.

“Joint ventures in
pharmaceutical produc-
tion, and facilitation of
market access through
closer cooperation be-
tween the respective
drug regulatory authori-
ties, the digital economy,
information and commu-
nication technologies,

tourism, as well as the
banking and financial
sector.”

They also dis-
cussed the need for im-
proving transport con-
nectivity between Cen-
tral Asia and South Asia.
At this, the two “reaf-
firmed the importance of
the practical implemen-
tation of the agreements
reached in the fields of
transport, logistics and
transit”.

The two also ex-
pressed readiness to
“continue joint work on
the effective use of the
potential of Pakistan’s
seaports”.

The utilisation of
the transit and logistics
potential of Kyrgyzstan
to ensure access to the
markets in Central Asian
countries and the Eur-
asian Economic Union
was also discussed.

Additional mea-
sures were discussed in
an effort to boost the
volume of cargo trans-
portation.

PM Shehbaz calls for
comprehensive

strategy to boost SMEs’
access to financing

NEWS DESK:
Jamaat-i-Islami Paki-
stan (JI) Emir Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman on
Tuesday announced
nationwide protests
and sit-ins on Friday,
July 10, against what
he described as the
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s
“extortionary” petro-
leum levy. Addressing
a press conference in
Lahore, Rehman said
the petroleum levy had
become an “unbearable
burden” on ordinary
Pakistanis, claiming
that the government
was collecting Rs118
per litre in taxes and
levies on petrol.

“Nearly Rs8.5 tril-
lion has been collected
through the levy to
meet revenue targets
rather than improving
petroleum infrastruc-
ture,” he alleged.

He also criticised
the collection of around
Rs60 billion under the
Climate Support Levy,
alleging that the funds
were not being spent on
environmental protec-
tion or climate-related
projects.

Under IMF condi-
tions, the government
doubled the climate
support levy to Rs5 per
litre with effect from
July 1, while corre-
spondingly reducing
the petroleum levy. As
a result, the petroleum
levy on diesel currently
stands at about Rs80
per litre. Petroleum levy
on petrol now stands at

about Rs70 per litre, in
addition to the Rs5 cli-
mate support levy.

“Gas prices have
been increased despite
the discovery of new
reserves,” the JI chief
said, adding that the
absence of major inter-
national companies in
the latest energy explo-
ration bidding round
reflected the
government’s incom-
petence.

He added that LPG,
officially priced at
Rs241 per kilogramme,
was being sold for as
much as Rs500 per
kilogramme, while
electricity, fuel and
food prices continued

to rise. Announcing na-
tionwide protests and
sit-ins against the pe-
troleum levy, Rehman
called on the public,
particularly the youth,
to participate in
Friday’s demonstra-
tions. “Petrol should

cost no more than
Rs225 per litre,” he
demanded.

During his ad-
dress, Rehman urged
the government to raise
India’s aggression over
Pakistan’s waters at in-
ternational forums, im-
mediately begin work
on the Iran-Pakistan
gas pipeline, launch for-
mal trade with Iran, and
initiate dialogue to re-
solve the ongoing cri-
sis in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK).

On AJK, the JI
chief urged the govern-
ment to move forward
with dialogue, saying
disputes should not be
passed from one gen-

eration to another.
“The JI is playing

a mediatory role and
the Joint Awami Action
Committee (JAAC) is
ready for negotia-
tions,” he said, adding
that “the ball is now in
the government’s

court.” Referring to
US President Donald
Trump’s past remarks
on mediation over
Kashmir and water dis-
putes, he said Pakistan
should remind the US
president of those com-
mitments while lever-
aging its diplomatic role
in facilitating dialogue
between Iran and the
US. Describing the al-
leged kidnapping and
rape of foreign women
in Lahore as “deeply
shameful”, he de-
manded an open court
trial to ensure transpar-
ency. “Justice must not
only be done but also
be seen to be done, re-
gardless of the

NEWS DESK: The Su-
preme Court on Monday
issued notices to the
federation and other re-
spondents on a petition
seeking suspension of
the sentences awarded
to lawyer Imaan Mazari
and Barrister Hadi Ali
Chattha, while observ-
ing that the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) should
hear and decide their
pending application for
sentence suspension.

A three-member
bench headed by Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar,
and comprising Justice
Mussarat Hilali and Jus-
tice Shahid Bilal Hassan,
heard the matter.

During the hearing,
counsel for Imaan
Mazari, Faisal Siddiqi,
submitted that the SC
had earlier directed the
IHC to decide the sen-
tence suspension appli-
cation within two weeks,
but the order had not
been complied with.

He said the IHC had
initially fixed the matter
for May 20 and later ad-
journed it to June 4.
However, the cause list
for June 4 was cancelled,
and the case had not
been fixed for hearing

since then.
The counsel further

stated that an applica-
tion seeking an early
hearing had also been
filed before the IHC but
was returned without
being entertained.

"Our only request is
that the high court fix the
case and decide it, even
if the decision goes
against us. The matter
should at least  be

heard," Siddiqi argued
before the bench.

Justice Mazhar ob-
served that the SC gen-

erally does not interfere
even in interim orders
passed by high courts,
whereas in the present
case, the IHC had not
yet even issued notices
to the prosecution.

Accepting the re-
quest made by the peti-
tioners' counsel,  the
apex court issued notices
to the additional attor-
ney general and other
respondents and ad-

journed the hearing un-
til July 21.

The petition seeks
suspension of the sen-

tences awarded to Imaan
Mazari and Barrister
Hadi Ali Chattha while
their appeal remains
pending before the IHC.

Earlier, on May 12,
a three-member SC
bench headed by Justice
Shahid Waheed directed
the IHC to decide the ap-
plications "preferably
within two weeks" while
hearing petitions filed
by the couple. The mat-

ter, however, remains
pending before the apex
court.

Despite the SC di-

rections, the IHC has yet
to decide the applica-
tions. The matter is now
before a differently con-
stituted SC bench.

It remains unclear
whether the case was
assigned to the new
bench by the three-mem-
ber committee consti-
tuted under the Supreme
Court (Practice and Pro-
cedure) Act.

The IHC last heard
the matter on June 1,
when the prosecution
sought time to prepare
its arguments. The hear-
ing was adjourned until
June 4. However, the
cause list for June 4 was
cancelled on June 2, and
the case has not been
relisted since then.

S u b s e q u e n t l y,
Faisal Siddiqi, counsel
for Imaan Mazari and
Hadi Ali Chattha, ap-
proached the SC seeking
an early hearing of the
matter.

Legal observers say
the bench may adopt
one of three courses: re-
fer the matter back to the
IHC with directions for
its early disposal, with-
draw the apex court's
May 12 order, or decide
the sentence suspen

NEWS DESK: The Elec-
tion Commission of Pa-
kistan (ECP) on Tuesday
again warned the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government and the fed-
eral authorities against
delaying local govern-
ment (LG) elections, di-
recting them to submit
all pending delimitation
notifications ahead of
the next hearing on July
28.

The tenure of LGs in
KP ended on March 15
this year. According to
the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Local
Government Act, 2013,
local representatives are
elected for a four-year
term.

The term of the last
local government in
Islamabad expired in
February 2021, and since
then, elections have
been delayed under vari-
ous pretexts. As a result,
around 2.5 million resi-
dents of Islamabad con-
tinue to face issues rang-
ing from water short-
ages to unpaved streets.

The ECP took up
separate cases regard-
ing the conduct of LG
polls in KP and the
Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT).

In the KP case, the
KP chief secretary and
LG secretary appeared
before a four-member
bench headed by Mem-
ber Sindh Nisar Ahmed
Durrani.  In the
Islamabad case,  the
Islamabad chief commis-
sioner and deputy com-
missioner were present.

On July 1, the com-
mission had censured
both governments for
“unnecessarily delay-
ing” polls, warning that
“creating hurdles in the
way of local government
polls may attract serious
consequences”.

In a five-page order,
the bench noted that KP
was not providing
“meaningful assistance”
as mandated by Article
220 of the Constitution
(Executive authorities to
assist Commission, etc.).
Citing Supreme Court

judgments 2014 SCMR 1
and 2021 SCMR 714, it
said that non-assistance
would amount to a con-
stitutional violation.

The ECP recalled
that on April 22 it had
sought three documents
for delimitation in 15 dis-
tricts: tehsil-wise
Neighbourhood Council
(NC)/Village Council
(VC) notifications, cat-
egory-wise reserved
seats, and authenticated
maps. A reminder on
May 15 drew an “unsat-
isfactory” reply.

As of July 1, KP had
provided NC/VC num-
bers and reserved seats
for only seven districts:
Khyber,  Bajaur,
Mansehra, Upper
Chitral , Shangla,
Malakand and Kurram.

Notifications for the
remaining eight —
Karak, Hangu, D.I. Khan,
Paharpur, Upper South
Waziristan, Lower South
Waziristan, Swat and
Buner — were pending
provincial assembly leg-
islation.

accused’s influence.”
Expressing grief

over the recent roof-
collapse tragedy in
Kahna, Rehman urged
the Punjab government
not to use the incident
as a pretext to target
tuition centres.

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday directed that
a comprehensive strat-
egy be formulated to im-
prove small and medium-
sized enterprises’
(SMEs) access to fi-
nancing.

He made these re-
marks while chairing a
review meeting of the
Small and Medium En-
terprises Development
Authority (Smeda) in
Islamabad.

According to the
Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO), the premier di-
rected the authority to
formulate a comprehen-
sive strategy, in coordi-
nation with the State
Bank of Pakistan and
commercial banks, to im-
prove SMEs’ access to
financing.

He stressed that
greater facil itation
should be provided for
extending loans to
SMEs to boost the
country’s exports.

He also directed
that they be supported
in enhancing their pro-

ductive capacity, par-
ticularly

by providing aware-
ness and access to fi-
nancing for farmers pro-
cessing agricultural pro-
duce. The prime minister
further directed that
commercial banks be en-
couraged to develop
dedicated financial prod-
ucts tailored to the
needs of SMEs.

PM Shehbaz in-
structed that SMEs
should be provided as-
sistance in preparing
feasibility studies and
completing other essen-
tial stages required for
establishing and ex-
panding businesses.


