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Operation Shabaan: Security
Sources Say 75 Terrorists Killed

in Balochistan Since July 5
Web Desk:

Security forces have intensi-
fied Operation Shabaan across
Balochistan following the at-
tack on the Mangi Dam Po-
lice Station, with security
sources claiming that 75 ter-
rorists have been killed in
counterterrorism operations
since July 5.

According to security
sources, the joint operation in-
volving the Pakistan Army,
Frontier Corps (FC), and
Balochistan Police is continu-
ing in mountainous areas where

forces
are carrying out coordi-

nated ground and aerial mis-
sions against terrorists de-
scribed by the authorities as
Fitna al-Khawarij.

The sources said 26 ter-
rorists were killed during op-
erations conducted on July 6
and 7.

They added that 13 more
terrorists were killed over the
past 24 hours, raising the num-
ber of terrorists killed in Op-
eration Shabaan to 39.

Security sources said he-
licopter-assisted missions and
ground operations are continu-

Opposition Alliance Launches
Province-Wide

Protest Movement, Demands
Balochistan

Government’sResignation
NEWS DESK:

Quetta: The Opposition Alliance
on Friday announced the launch
of a province-wide political cam-
paign, saying it would engage
with the people of Balochistan to
build support for what it de-
scribed as a constitutional and
democratic struggle aimed at ad-
dressing the province’s political
and security challenges.

Addressing a joint press con-
ference in Islamabad, BNP-
Mengal President Sardar Akhtar
Mengal said opposition parties

had unanimously decided to be-
gin a public movement across
Balochistan, arguing that the pro-
vincial government had failed to
address the worsening law and
order situation.

“The people of Balochistan
have reached the conclusion that
the current government should
no longer remain in office. The
loss of innocent lives is the re-
sult of its failure to govern effec-
tively,” Mengal said.

He announced that opposi-
tion leaders would soon visit dif-
ferent districts of Balochistan to
meet local communities, political
workers and tribal elders as part
of the campaign.

Achakzai calls for constitu-
tional politics

PkMAP Chairman Mehmood
Khan Achakzai said the country’s
challenges could only be resolved
through consti tutional su-
premacy, democratic institutions
and respect for the public man-
date.

He stressed that political dia-
logue, transparent elections and
equal political opportunities were
essential for restoring stability in
Balochistan, adding that demo-
cratic solutions should take pre-
cedence over confrontation.

Alliance announces four-
point agenda

The Opposition Alliance un-
veiled a four-point agenda, call-
ing for:

Restoration of lasting peace
and security across Balochistan.

A free, fair and transparent
political environment.

Immediate improvement in

governance and the law and or-
der situation.

Transparent elections to re-
store public confidence in demo-
cratic institutions.

Call for national political con-
sensus

The alliance appealed to all
major political parties to support
what it described as a democratic
movement for the rights of the
people of Balochistan.

According to the alliance,
representatives of several politi-
cal parties, including Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI), Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
and other political groups, also
attended the press
conference.The opposition lead-
ers said their campaign would re-
main peaceful and constitutional,
expressing hope that broad po-
litical participation would help
address the province’s
longstanding governance and
security challenges.

Security forces have intensified Operation Shabaan across Balochistan

Quetta BA Mall Sit-In Called Off After CM Sarfraz Bugti
Assures Victims’ Families

QUETTA: The major sit-in protest on Airport Road near the BA Mall was officially called offAfter CM Sarfraz Bugti

ing in remote areas to target
suspected terrorist hideouts
and dismantle their networks.

In a separate incident, se-
curity sources said terrorists
attacked a police station in the
Zedi area of Khuzdar on Fri-
day morning.

 The attack was repelled
after a swift response by
Army and FC personnel.

The sources claimed that
eight terrorists were killed dur-
ing the exchange of fire.

They further said reports
suggest five to six additional
terrorists were killed during
follow-up helicopter opera-

tions, although these claims
have not been independently
verified.

According to security
sources, a total of 75 terrorists
have been killed in Operation
Shabaan and other intelli-
gence-based operations con-
ducted across Balochistan
since July 5.

No official information has
been released regarding casu-
alties among security person-
nel.

The figures provided by
security sources could not be
independently verified at the
time of publication.

Ali Hamza,
Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: The major sit-in
protest on Airport Road near
the BA Mall was officially
called off on Friday following
successful negotiations be-
tween the demonstrators,
grieving families, and
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti.

The breakthrough came
after CM Bugti made a per-
sonal visit to the protest camp
to directly engage with the
victim’s families and the pro-
test organizing committee.

Following a detailed dis-
cussion regarding security
concerns and administrative
transparency,

the committee expressed
full confidence in the provin-
cial government’s assurances
and agreed to end the demon-
stration peacefully, restoring
traffic on one of Quetta’s busi-
est arteries.

The protest had initially
erupted following the tragic
Hanna Urak incident, which
left four local residents dead,
leading families to demand im-
mediate justice and heightened
security measures.

Comprehensive Relief

Package Announced for Af-
fected Families

During the late-night
meeting at the demonstration
site, Chief Minister Bugti an-

nounced a comprehensive pro-
vincial support package for the
affected families.

The officially approved
relief measures include:

Full financial compensa-
tion packages for the immedi-
ate families.

Guaranteed government
employment (next of kin jobs)

for the victims’ families.
Sponsoring complete edu-

cational expenses for the chil-
dren of the martyrs.

Bugti Vows Administra-

tive Accountability
In a rare move of public

accountability, Chief Minister
Bugti admitted that if adminis-
trative lapses or official negli-
gence occurred at any tier, the
Balochistan government would
openly acknowledge it and take
immediate rectifying actions.

He noted that these com-
mitments strictly align with the
strategic security decisions fi-
nalized during the high-level
Balochistan Apex Committee
meeting, which was chaired by
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and attended by Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) General Asim
Munir in Quetta.

Bugti emphasized that his
responsibility to fulfill these
promises is dual-binding—both
as the constitutional Chief Min-
ister of Balochistan and as a
traditional tribal leader.

Flanked by senior provin-
cial ministers and administra-
tive heads,

the Chief Minister lauded
the local population’s resilience,
stating that safeguarding re-
gional peace and thwarting
anti-state conspiracies requires
active,

trilateral cooperation be-
tween the public, the civil ad-
ministration, and state security
institutions.
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Fiscal Federalism and the Quest for Equity in Pakistan
Agha Sanaullah:
Fiscal federalism forms
the bedrock of gover-
nance in any federation,
determining how finan-
cial resources are raised,
shared, and spent to fos-
ter balanced develop-
ment and social equity.
In Pakistan, this relation-
ship is constitutionally
mediated through the
National Finance Com-
mission (NFC) Award, a
mechanism designed to
rectify both vertical im-
balances between the
federal and provincial
governments and hori-
zontal disparities among
the provinces them-
selves.
      While the NFC
Award represents a vital
instrument for devolu-
tion and provincial au-
tonomy, a critical exami-
nation reveals that its
promise of equitable re-
source distribution is
persistently undermined
by deeper,  systemic
flaws in the country’s
fiscal governance.

The NFC Award
has, over successive it-
erations, progressively
increased the provincial
share in national rev-
enues,  thereby
strengthening fiscal de-
centralization. This shift
has the potential to im-
prove public service de-
livery by bringing re-
sources closer to the
people.

 However, the effec-
tiveness of these trans-
fers is contingent upon
a healthy national fiscal
environment—a condi-
tion Pakistan has rarely
met.

The nation’s fiscal
narrative is character-
ized by structural weak-
nesses that choke the
system at its source.

A chronically nar-

row tax base, heavy reli-
ance on regressive indi-
rect taxation, and ineffi-
cient revenue mobiliza-
tion by the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
mean that the total pool
of resources available
for distribution is per-
petually insufficient.

Consequently, even
a well-intentioned NFC
Award framework oper-
ates within a system of
scarcity, limiting its ca-
pacity to achieve
genuine equity.

“Hidden Deficits”
and Contingent Liabili-

ties
Beyond revenue in-

adequacy, the expendi-
ture side of the fiscal
equation presents an
equally formidable chal-
lenge.

A significant por-
tion of the federal bud-
get is consumed by non-
development expendi-
ture, most notably debt
servicing and defense.
This leaves limited fiscal
space for development
spending, which is cru-
cial for long-term eco-
nomic growth and for
addressing regional in-

equalities.
The paper notes

that the fiscal year 2024–
25 saw a nine-year low
in the consolidated bud-
get deficit, partly due to
provincial surpluses.
However, this superficial
stability masks the un-
derlying reality that the
cost of servicing past
debt continues to crowd
out investments in the
human and physical in-
frastructure needed to
level the playing field
among provinces.

A major contribu-
tion of the research is its

identification of “hidden
deficits” and contingent
liabilities as critical yet
often overlooked
sources of fiscal stress.
Beyond the conven-
tional budget deficit,
factors such as off-bud-
get expenditures, subsi-
dies to loss-making pub-
lic sector enterprises,
and implicit guarantees
for future.

Cycle of Short-Term
Fixes Rather Than Long-
Term Solutions

obligations create a
precarious financial real-
ity. This lack of transpar-

ency in accounting for
risks—from natural ca-
lamities to the collapse of
state-owned corpora-
tions—exposes the fed-
eration to unpredictable
fiscal shocks.

The failure to con-
solidate and disclose
these contingent liabili-
ties means that the true
scale of fiscal vulnerabil-
ity is rarely debated in
parliament or under-
stood by the public, per-
petuating a cycle of
short-term fixes rather
than long-term solu-
tions.

To break this cycle,
the paper argues for a
fundamental shift from
one-dimensional, crisis-
driven fiscal manage-
ment to a multi-dimen-
sional, institutionally
anchored approach.

It recommends a
suite of reforms that
move beyond the NFC
Award itself to
strengthen the entire fis-
cal ecosystem.

Key among these
are the establishment of
an Independent Fiscal
Council (IFC) to provide
unbiased analysis of fis-

cal policy and budget
assumptions, thus re-
ducing political discre-
tion and enhancing evi-
dence-based decision-
making.

Furthermore, it calls
for strengthening the
Medium-Term Budget-
ary Framework by link-
ing it to Public Service
Agreements (PSAs) that
tie resource allocation
to measurable out-
comes,

ensuring that pro-
vincial transfers under
the NFC Award translate
into tangible improve-
ments in education,
health, and infrastruc-
ture.

In conclusion, the
National Finance Com-
mission Award is an es-
sential but insufficient
instrument for achieving
fiscal equity in Pakistan.
Its effectiveness is inex-
tricably linked to the
overall health of the
nation’s public finances.

As the research pa-
per demonstrates, per-
sistent issues such as a
narrow tax base, unsus-
tainable debt service,
and opaque contingent
liabilities undermine the
very resources that the
NFC Award is meant to
distribute equitably.

Moving forward,
the focus must broaden
from negotiating provin-
cial shares to implement-
ing deep-rooted institu-
tional reforms.

 By enhancing rev-
enue mobilization, ensur-
ing fiscal transparency,
and prudently managing
debt and liabilities, Paki-
stan can create an envi-
ronment where the NFC
Award can fulfill its con-
stitutional promise—
fostering a resilient, bal-
anced, and truly equi-
table federation.

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma
Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent
to global carbon emis-
sions, yet it consis-
tently ranks among the
countries most ex-
posed to climate-in-
duced disasters. This
imbalance is not
merely an environ-
mental concern; it re-
flects governance di-
lemma rooted in a
weak institutional co-
ordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and
water insecurity dem-
onstrate its far-reach-
ing global conse-
quences.

Since these im-
pacts transcend na-
tional borders, climate
change is inherently a
global challenge.
Along with other de-
veloping nations, Paki-
stan remains highly
vulnerable.

In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth
warmest year in the
last 64 years, with an
average temperature
of 23.52°C and rainfall
levels 31 percent
above the historical
average. This high-
lights the urgency of
collective international
action.

For Pakistan, how-
ever, climate vulner-
ability is compounded
by governance con-
straints. Fragmented
institutional coordina-
tion, weak policy

implementation, and
limited emphasis on
adaptation have re-
duced the state’s ca-
pacity to respond ef-
fectively. Conse-
quently, the climate
crisis in Pakistan re-
flects not only envi-
ronmental stress but
also persistent gover-
nance failures.

Climate change
refers to long-term
shifts in global
weather patterns and
temperatures, prima-
rily driven by human
activities. According
to United Nations
findings, excessive

greenhouse gas emis-
sions have intensified
heat retention in the
atmosphere. Gases
such as carbon diox-
ide, methane, and ni-
trous oxide have thick-
ened the atmospheric
blanket, largely due to
deforestation, fossil
fuel consumption, and
rapid industrialization.

One of the most
visible consequences
of climate change is
rising global tempera-
tures.

The Copernicus
Climate Change Ser-
vice reported that av-
erage global tempera-

tures in 2024 exceeded
pre-industrial levels by
1.52°C. This warming
has intensified
heatwaves, prolonged
droughts, and in-
creased wildfire risks.
Rising temperatures
have also disrupted
weather systems,
leading to irregular
rainfall, intense
storms, and stronger
hurricanes.

Another major
consequence is sea-
level rise. Oceans ab-
sorb nearly 90 percent
of excess heat caused
by greenhouse gas
emissions, leading to

thermal expansion. Si-
multaneously, melting
glaciers and ice sheets
contribute to rising sea
levels.

According to En-
cyclopedia Britannica,
global sea levels have
risen by approximately
21 to 25 centimeters
since 1880, threaten-
ing coastal livelihoods
and infrastructure.

Climate change
has also intensified
water scarcity, a
growing global con-
cern. Pakistan is al-
ready a water-
stressed country, and
climate variability has

further exacerbated
this challenge.

A report by the
Pakistan Institute of
Development Eco-
nomics places Paki-
stan among the most
water-risk-prone na-
tions. Water scarcity
places immense pres-
sure on agriculture, in-
dustry, and house-
holds, undermining
economic stability and
food security.

Despite contribut-
ing minimally to global
emissions, Pakistan
bears a disproportion-
ate share of climate-
related losses. The

Global Climate Risk
Index ranks Pakistan
among the most vul-
nerable countries to
climate change.

The 2022 floods
alone caused an esti-
mated economic loss
of $40 billion and
claimed at least 1,700
lives. More recently,
monsoon floods in
2025 resulted in over
1,000 deaths.

Given these reali-
ties, climate adaptation
is no longer an aca-
demic debate but a
strategic necessity.

Mitigation re-
mains essential to limit

future warming
through reduced
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Transitioning
from fossil fuels to re-
newable energy
sources such as solar,
wind, and hydropower
is critical.

Equally important
is adaptation. Since
climate impacts are
already unavoidable,
societies must
strengthen resilience.
Investment in climate-
resilient infrastructure,
improved urban plan-
ning, and effective
water management is
vital.

Global coopera-
tion remains the third
pillar of climate re-
sponse. Climate
change transcends
borders and requires
collective responsibil-
ity. Developed nations
must honor climate fi-
nance commitments
and support vulnerable
countries in adaptation
efforts.

For Pakistan, ef-
fective climate gover-
nance is central to re-
silience. Addressing
financing constraints,
strengthening legisla-
tion, improving fed-
eral–provincial coordi-
nation, and prioritizing
adaptation over rheto-
ric are critical steps.

Climate change
presents urgent chal-
lenges that demand
immediate action.
Without decisive re-
forms in climate gov-
ernance and a strate-
gic shift toward adap-
tation, Pakistan will
continue to pay an un-
just price for a crisis it
did little to create.

The author can be
reached at:
dinziaud19@gmail.com.
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Balochistan C&W Department
Reviews Road Development

Projects for Khuzdar,
Mastung, Nushki, and Sibi

Abdul Rehman Khetran Denies Links to Banned Outfit,
Announces Rs1 Billion Defamation Suit

Usta Muhammad Administration
Finalizes Monsoon Preparedness

Plan to Mitigate Flood Risks

Nasirabad District Coordination Committee Reviews Law
and Order, Development Projects, and Public Services

Operation Shaaban Continues Successfully as 39 Terrorists
Killed, Says Balochistan CM Sarfraz Bugti

QUETTA: Former
Balochistan minister
Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran has strongly re-
jected allegations of
having links with any
banned organization,
describing the claims as
“false, malicious, and
completely baseless.”

He announced that
he would file a Rs1 bil-
lion defamation lawsuit
and initiate  legal pro-
ceedings against jour-
nalist Waqar Satti over
what he termed defama-
tory reporting.

In a statement is-
sued on Friday, Khetran
said he would “rather
sacrifice his life than
pay extortion to any
banned outfi t ,” cat-
egorically dismissing re-
ports suggesting other-
wise.

He maintained that
he has never had any as-
sociation with a pro-
scribed organization and
accused certain indi-
viduals of attempting to
damage his reputation

Governor Mandokhail Chairs University of Loralai Senate Meeting,
Calls for Stronger Higher Education and Financial Sustainability

QUETTA: Secretary of
the Balochistan Commu-
nications and Works
(C&W) Department,
Babar Khan, chaired an
important meeting of the

Departmental Sub-Com-
mittee (DSC) to review
proposed road infra-
structure and develop-
ment projects in the dis-
tricts of Khuzdar,
Mastung, Nushki, and
Sibi.

The meeting was
held as part of the pro-
vincial government's
ongoing initiative to ac-
celerate the approval
and implementation of
development schemes
under the vision of
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti and the di-
rectives of Provincial
Minister for Communi-
cations and Works Mir
Saleem Ahmed Khosa.

Senior officials at-
tending the meeting in-
cluded Chief Engineer
Kharan-Makran Zone
Kh a l i l - u r -Re h m a n
Achakzai, Chief Engi-
neer Kalat-Khuzdar

Zone Azizullah Kasi,
Chief Engineer Sibi Zone
Zubair Ahmed Khosa,
Technical Advisor
Ehsanullah Khan
Durrani, representatives

from the Planning and
Development (P&D) De-
partment, and the con-
cerned Executive Engi-
neers.

During the session,
officials conducted a de-
tailed review of various
road infrastructure
projects proposed under
the Communications
and Works Department
for the four districts.

Departmental repre-
sentatives presented
comprehensive brief-
ings covering project
feasibility studies, esti-
mated costs, technical
specifications, and pro-
posed completion
timelines. The committee
emphasized that all on-
going development
projects must be com-
pleted within the stipu-
lated timeframe while
maintaining the highest
construction standards

Kalat Deputy Commissioner
Orders Immediate Restoration of
Water Supply in Killi Bangalzai

NEWS DESK:
QUETTA: Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has said
that Operation Shaaban
is progressing success-
fully following the terror-
ist attack on the Mangi
Dam Police Station, with
security forces intensi-
fying operations against
terrorist groups across
the province.

The Chief Minister
reaffirmed that the writ of
the state will be upheld
at all costs in
Balochistan, stressing
that terrorists will not
escape justice. He stated
that the Pakistan Army,
Frontier Corps (FC), and
Balochistan Police are
conducting coordinated
ground and aerial opera-
tions in rugged moun-
tainous areas to elimi-
nate terrorist hideouts.

Praising the profes-
sionalism, courage, and
sacrifices of the security
forces, Bugti said that
the ongoing counter-
terrorism operations will
continue with full force

until lasting peace is re-
stored. According to se-
curity sources cited by
the Chief Minister, 39
terrorists have been
killed during Operation
Shaaban, while a total of
75 terrorists have been
killed in multiple Intelli-
gence-Based Opera-
tions (IBOs) conducted
since July 5, 2026. He

to ensure safer and more
efficient transportation
facilities for the public.

The Departmental
Sub-Committee also rec-
ommended the approval

of several new road in-
frastructure schemes, in-
cluding projects for the
construction, rehabilita-
tion, and maintenance of
roads across the con-
cerned districts.

It was further de-
cided that all legal, ad-
ministrative, and techni-
cal requirements would
be completed without
delay to enable the early
commencement of ap-
proved projects.

Addressing the
meeting, Secretary Babar
Khan stressed that
transparency, quality,
and timely completion
must remain the guiding
principles for every de-
velopment project.

He instructed the
concerned officers to
further strengthen
project monitoring and
supervision mecha-
nisms.

USTA MUHAMMAD:
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Ramzan
Palal chaired a high-level
meeting to review disas-
ter preparedness and
preventive measures
ahead of the upcoming
monsoon season, direct-
ing all departments to
remain on high alert for
potential flooding and
other weather-related
emergencies.

The meeting was
attended by District
Health Officer Dr. Ameer
Ali Jamali, Medical Su-
perintendent Dr. Ahmed
Ali Gopang, and senior
officials from the Police,
Irrigation, Buildings and
Roads (B&R), Agricul-

sentatives also briefed
the meeting on their pre-
paredness, available re-
sources, and operational
challenges.

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Muhammad
Ramzan Palal acknowl-
edged that the district's
agricultural lands cur-
rently require water, but
stressed that the poten-
tial risks posed by heavy
monsoon rains cannot
be overlooked.

He warned that in-
tense rainfall in the
Sulaiman Mountain
Range and Barkhan
could trigger flash
floods in seasonal
streams, posing a seri-

maintain all emergency
machinery and equip-
ment to ensure opera-
tional readiness.

Special instructions
were issued to identify
vulnerable embank-
ments along the Kirthar
Canal and other weak
flood protection struc-
tures, with immediate re-
inforcement measures to
be undertaken.

Departments were
also directed to pre-po-
sition heavy machinery
at sensitive locations to
enable a rapid response
during emergencies.

The Public Health
Engineering Department
was instructed to maxi-
mize water storage in res-

KALAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Munir Ahmed
Durrani has ordered the
immediate restoration of
the non-functional water
supply scheme in
Sheesha Dghar, Killi
Bangalzai, after taking
notice of public com-
plaints regarding the dis-
ruption of drinking wa-
ter services.

Following the
Deputy Commissioner's
directives, Executive En-
gineer (XEN) Public
Health Engineering
(PHE) Sohail Barozai and
Sub-Divisional Officer
(SDO) Hidayatullah
Baloch promptly
launched repair work on
the damaged water sup-
ply system.

The Public Health
Engineering Department
has started replacing
damaged borewell pipes

and repairing the faulty
water supply infrastruc-
ture.

Heavy machinery
and new pipes have
been transported to the
site, where restoration
work is being carried out
under the supervision of
department engineers on
an emergency basis.

Officials said the re-
pair work is progressing
rapidly to restore the
supply of safe drinking
water to residents of Killi
Bangalzai at the earliest
possible time.

Residents wel-
comed the swift  re-
sponse of the district
administration and ap-
preciated Deputy Com-
missioner Munir Ahmed
Durrani for taking imme-
diate action to address
their concerns.

They also praised

through false propa-
ganda.

The former provin-
cial minister criticized the
publication of unveri-
fied information, saying
responsible journalism
requires thorough fact-
checking before any re-
port is aired or pub-
lished.

He argued that
broadcasting uncon-

firmed allegations not
only violates journalistic
ethics but also causes ir-
reparable harm to an
individual’s reputation
and public credibility.

Khetran said he
would seek legal rem-
edies under the Preven-
tion of Electronic Crimes
Act (PECA) and other
relevant laws.

He confirmed that a

legal notice seeking Rs1
billion in damages would
be served on Waqar
Satti, adding that all
those allegedly involved
in creating or circulating
the claims would also be
identified and pro-
ceeded against in accor-
dance with the law.

He stressed that no
one has the right to
spread false or unveri-

NASIRABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Virender
Lal chaired an important
meeting of the District
Coordination Committee
(DCC) to review the
district's overall law and
order situation, develop-
ment projects, and the
delivery of essential
public services.

The meeting was
attended by heads of all
district departments and
other relevant govern-
ment officials.

Participants con-
ducted a comprehensive
review of the security
situation across the dis-

trict and discussed mea-
sures to strengthen ef-
forts against i llegal
smuggling and narcot-
ics trafficking.

Officials empha-
sized the need to make
ongoing anti-smuggling
and anti-drug opera-
tions more effective.

The committee also
reviewed traffic manage-
ment, municipal sanita-
tion arrangements, and
the progress of devel-
opment schemes being
implemented under the
Balochistan School De-
velopment Initiative
(BSDI).  Concerned de-

partments were directed
to ensure the t imely
completion of all ongo-
ing projects.

The meeting further
discussed the provision
of basic healthcare ser-
vices and the availabil-
ity of safe drinking wa-
ter. Relevant depart-
ments were instructed to
improve service delivery
and adopt sustainable
measures to address
public concerns and en-
sure that citizens receive
essential facilities with-
out unnecessary delay.

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-

missioner Virender Lal
stressed that all issues
discussed require prac-
tical implementation and
directed departments to
ensure effective execu-
tion of the decisions
taken.

He said the respon-
sibilities assigned by the
Government of
Balochistan are not
merely procedural but
require serious commit-
ment and collective ef-
forts from all depart-
ments.

The Deputy Com-
missioner also empha-
sized the importance of

close coordination, ef-
fective communication,
and interdepartmental
cooperation to improve
governance and public
service delivery.

He added that the
primary objective of
government policies and
development initiatives
is to provide maximum
relief to the public, urg-
ing all departments to
enhance their perfor-
mance and prioritize the
timely resolution of pub-
lic issues so that the
benefits of government
initiatives reach citizens
directly.

described these
achievements as evi-
dence of the security
forces’ high morale, ef-
fective strategy, and op-
erational excellence.

Bugti also said se-
curity forces success-
fully foiled a terrorist at-
tack on a police station
in the Zaidi area of
Khuzdar on Friday

through a swift and ef-
fective response. He
said the incident reflects
the preparedness and
professional capability
of Pakistan’s law en-
forcement agencies.

The Chief Minister
emphasized that the
people of Balochistan,
the provincial govern-
ment, and the security

forces remain united
against terrorism. He re-
iterated that there is no
place in the province for
terrorists or their facili-
tators and vowed that
efforts to safeguard
peace, stability, and de-
velopment in
Balochistan will con-
tinue without compro-
mise.

fied information to ma-
lign another person’s
character, adding that he
would defend his repu-
tation through every
available constitutional
and legal avenue.

Reaffirming his
stance, Khetran said he
is a patriotic Pakistani
with unwavering loyalty
to the country and deep
respect for the armed
forces.

He rejected what he
described as an orga-
nized campaign to mis-
lead the public, insisting
that every allegation
made against him would
be challenged through
legal and constitutional
means.

The former minister
reiterated that he has no
connection whatsoever
with any banned organi-
zation and urged media
organizations to uphold
professional standards
by verifying information
before publication to
prevent the spread of
misinformation.

QUETTA: Governor of
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail chaired the
Eighth Senate Meeting
of the University of
Loralai, reaffirming the
provincial government's
commitment to strength-
ening higher education,
promoting quality learn-
ing,  and equipping
young people with mar-
ket-driven skills.

The six-hour meet-
ing was attended until
its conclusion by Chief
Justice of the
Balochistan High Court
Justice Kamran Khan
Mulakhail and Provin-
cial Minister for Educa-
tion Raheela Hameed
Khan Durrani, under-
scoring the leadership's
commitment to the future
of higher education in
Balochistan.

Addressing the
Senate,  Governor
Mandokhail said that
despite its relatively
short history, the Uni-
versity of Loralai has
made significant
progress in delivering
quality education and
developing modern skills
among students.

He noted that the
university has main-
tained high academic

standards while also ex-
panding into allied sci-
ences, positioning itself
to meet the evolving
educational and profes-
sional needs of stu-
dents.

Our goal is to en-
sure that students re-
ceive quality education
in modern scientific dis-
ciplines along with prac-
tical skills, enabling
graduates to become
economically indepen-
dent and competitive in
their professional ca-
reers," the Governor
said.

The Senate meeting
was attended by Vice
Chancellor Dr.
Ehsanullah Kakar,
Higher Education Secre-
tary Saleh Baloch,
Higher Education Com-

mission (HEC) represen-
tative Noor Amina Malik,
Principal Secretary to
the Governor Abdul
Nasir Durrani, Pro Vice
Chancellor Adil Zaman
Kasi, Registrar Dr.
Khalid Khan, and other
Senate members.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail praised the
Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) for its
continued support in
promoting quality edu-
cation and research
across

Pakistan's universi-
ties, describing the com-
mission as a vital pillar
of academic excellence
and institutional devel-
opment.

He also emphasized
the need to strengthen
the financial

sustainability of public-
sector universities by
adopting a two-pronged
strategy: generating
new and sustainable
revenue streams while
reducing unnecessary
expenditures.

The Governor di-
rected the Vice Chancel-
lor to ensure that com-
plete meeting agendas
and all relevant docu-
ments are circulated to
Senate members at least
one week before every
Senate meeting to facili-
tate informed discus-
sions and improve deci-
sion-making.

Commending Vice
Chancellor Dr.
Ehsanullah Kakar and
his team for fostering a
positive academic envi-
ronment and raising

educational standards,
Governor Mandokhail
urged the university to
focus on introducing
new academic programs
aligned with market de-
mands.

He said such initia-
tives would enable the
University of Loralai to
continue serving as a re-
liable institution for pro-
viding modern educa-
tion and expanding em-
ployment opportunities
for the youth of
Balochistan.

The meeting con-
cluded with the approval
of several important de-
cisions based on recom-
mendations and propos-
als presented by Senate
members to further
strengthen the
university's academic
and institutional devel-
opment.

Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail, University
of Loralai, Balochistan
higher education, uni-
versity senate meeting,
Dr. Ehsanullah Kakar,
Justice Kamran Khan
Mulakhail,  Raheela
Hameed Khan Durrani,
HEC Pakistan, quality
education, higher educa-
tion reforms, Quetta,
Balochistan news.

the efforts of XEN
Sohail Barozai and SDO
Hidayatullah Baloch,
saying that the Public
Health Engineering De-
partment is working dili-
gently to ensure the
timely restoration of
clean drinking water ser-
vices. The district admin-
istration reiterated its
commitment to resolving
public issues promptly
and ensuring uninter-
rupted access to essen-
tial services, particularly
safe drinking water,
across Kalat district.

Kalat , Munir
Ahmed Durrani, Killi
Bangalzai,  Sheesha
Dghar, water supply res-
toration, Public Health
Engineering,  Sohail
Barozai, Hidayatullah
Baloch, clean drinking
water, Kalat administra-
tion, Balochistan news.

ture, Public Health Engi-
neering (PHE), and Ex-
cise and Taxation Depart-
ment, including Excise
and Taxation Officer Taj
Muhammad Palal.

Participants re-
viewed the impact of
heavy rainfall and flood-
ing in previous years
and discussed a com-
prehensive strategy to
effectively respond to
any emergency during
the forthcoming mon-
soon season.

Departmental repre-

ous threat to low-lying
areas.

He emphasized the
need for timely preven-
tive measures to mini-
mize potential damage.

The Deputy Com-
missioner instructed all
department heads to en-
sure that officers and
field staff remain fully
available during the
monsoon period and
avoid unnecessary
leave.

He also directed de-
partments to repair and

ervoirs and managed
water points to ensure
uninterrupted water
supply during any emer-
gency.

Meanwhile, offi-
cials from the Buildings
and Roads (B&R) De-
partment were directed
to clear road crossings,
bridges,

and drainage chan-
nels to prevent block-
ages and facilitate the
smooth flow of rainwa-
ter, thereby reducing
flood risks.
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PM directs formation of committee to review PML-N
lawmakers' suggestions for GB's welfare

K-P governor calls for uniform law on lawmakers'
privileges across Pakistan

More wreckage of crashed
cargo plane found, search for

crew ongoing: PAA

LHC orders criminal case against CCD
officers over 'illegal custody' of citizen

4 terrorists killed in operation
near Karak-Kohat border: police

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday said
that effective commu-
nication between the
Centre and the leader-
ship of Gilgit-Baltistan
(GB) was indispens-
able, directing that a
committee be formed
to review suggestions
from PML-N law-
makers from the re-
gion for its welfare.

He made the re-
marks while meeting
with PML-N mem-
bers of the GB As-
sembly in Islamabad,
according to the
Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (PMO).

The meeting was
also attended by
Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar, Infor-
mation Minister
Attaullah Tarar, Min-
ister for GB and
Kashmir Affairs Amir
Muqam, and PM’s
Adviser on Political
Affairs Rana
Sanaullah.

“The development
and progress of GB is
among the federal
government’s top pri-
orities,” the statement
quoted PM Shehbaz
as saying.

He added that the
government gained
“direct insight” into
people’s expectations,
issues and priorities
via the members of the
assembly, as their
elected representa-
tives.

“Regardless of
our affiliation with any
political party, our sole
objective is to serve
the people and bring
ease to their lives,” he
said. The prime min-
ister stressed the need
for effective commu-
nication between fed-
eral and local leader-
ship, calling it indis-
pensable to resolve
people’s issues, im-
prove governance and
promote transparency.

He called on all
assembly members to
play a constructive
role in working with
the leadership to en-
sure the welfare and
well-being of the re-
gion. Noting that the
members’ recommen-
dations and sugges-
tions were important
to the government, he
directed that a com-
mittee be formed to
review their sugges-
tions and present a re-
port on them. The

committee will be
chaired by DPM Dar
and include Muqam
and Sanaullah as mem-
bers, the statement
said. The premier
highlighted that special
attention was being
given to enhancing “in-
frastructure, commu-
nications, energy, edu-
cation, health, tourism,
and employment op-
portunities” in the re-
gion. He said that GB’s
natural resources and
tourist destinations
would be used to
strengthen the local
economy.

He also termed
providing quality edu-
cation, modern techni-
cal training, and digni-
fied employment to the
region’s youth “a key
priority of the govern-
ment” to allow them to
“play a full role in na-
tional development”.

To this end, he
said that four cadet
schools were in the fi-

nal stages of construc-
tion and ready to be-
gin classes from next
year.  He also high-
lighted work being
done “at a rapid pace”
on a project to gener-
ate 100 megawatts of
electricity from solar
energy, and said that
all available resources
were being used to
ensure the timely
completion of develop-
ment projects, the
statement said. An
early warning system
has also been installed
in GB regarding cli-
mate change and gla-
ciers, in order to in-
form locals of disas-
ters in a timely man-
ner and counter ad-
verse weather condi-
tions, the statement
added. “Through our
collective efforts, we
will take GB to new
heights of develop-
ment, prosperity, and
sustainable stability,”
the prime minister said.

Rain predicted in country's upper regions over the weekend

NEWS DESK:
The Lahore High
Court (LHC) on
Friday ordered
the registration of
a criminal case
against officials
of the Crime
Control Depart-
ment (CCD)
over the alleged
illegal detention
of a citizen, ruling
that video evi-
dence contra-
dicted the
department's ac-
count of the inci-
dent.

J u s t i c e
Amjad Rafiq is-
sued the written
order while hear-
ing a petition filed
by Maqsooda
Bibi, directing the
Okara district po-
lice

o f f i c e r
(DPO) to register
a first information
report (FIR)
against the offi-
cials concerned
and submit a
compliance re-
port within 15
days.

According to
the written order,
the petitioner sub-
mitted that
Gulfam Ali was
released from jail
on June 27 but
was immediately
taken

into custody
outside the prison
by individuals
dressed in plain

clothes.
During the proceedings,

the court examined the
CCTV footage of the inci-
dent submitted by the super-
intendent of the Lahore Dis-
trict Jail and other evidence
available on record.

Lahore Defence CCD
Inspector/Incharge Akhtar
Ali told the judge that Gulfam
had been arrested in con-
nection with a criminal case
registered in Okara on July
2,

however, Justice Rafiq
observed that the CCD's
version was contradicted by
the video evidence before
the court.

The judge held that sub-
mitting an incorrect report
to the court and keeping a
citizen in unlawful custody
were cognisable offences
warranting criminal pro-
ceedings.

The court subse-
quently directed the
Okara DPO to regis-
ter an FIR against the
officials concerned
and submit a report
after complying with
the order.

On June 18, the
Human Rights Com-
mission of Pakistan
(HRCP), in a post on
X, had cautioned the
Punjab government
about the rise of extra-

judicial killings by
CCD in Punjab.

The organisation
noted that the CCD
"routinely" adopted the
use of lethal force as
a tactic to control
crime.

"Since the CCD
was formed in April
2025, HRCP has
documented 808 po-

NEWS DESK: The
Pakistan Aviation Au-
thority (PAA) said on
Friday that the search
for the crew of a
cargo plane that
crashed into the Ara-
bian Sea was ongoing,
adding that additional
wreckage had been
located. In a state-
ment, the authority
said the search and
rescue missions by the
Pakistan Navy and
Pakistan Maritime Se-
curity Agency in the
deep sea were still in
progress.

“The search for
the crew members is
continuing with full
vigour through the co-
ordinated employment
of aerial and sea-

borne assets,” it said.
“Additional parts

and debris of the ill-
fated aircraft have
been located and re-
trieved for subsequent
analysis by the inves-
tigation team,” it said,
adding that updates
would be shared as the
search and rescue op-
erations continued.

On Tuesday night,
a K2 Airways Boeing
737-400 cargo aircraft
en route from Sharjah
to Karachi had disap-
peared from radar
over the Arabian Sea,
about 300 kilometres
west of Karachi,
while approaching Pa-
kistani airspace.

The pilot had re-
ported a navigation

NEWS DESK: Four
terrorists were killed
in a joint intelligence-
based operation in the
Khattak Dam area
near the border be-
tween Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Karak
and Kohat districts,
according to police.

In a statement,
Karak police said that
credible information
was received regard-
ing the presence of
terrorists in the area at
around 5am. It said
that an operation was
carried out in tandem
with the Kohat police.

“During the op-
eration, terrorists
opened fire on the po-
lice party, prompting
an effective retalia-
tory response from the

police,” it said.
Following an “in-

tense exchange of
fire”, four terrorists
from the ‘Commander
Zahid Group’ were
killed, it added. The
statement said the ter-
rorist group had re-
portedly been involved
in the killing of several
police officers and
personnel.

The statement
said police had
launched a search op-
eration and cordoned
off the area as they
gathered further de-
tails on the identities
and criminal records
of the killed terrorists.

In its statement,
Karak police reiter-
ated its commitment to
eradicating terrorism

and establishing lasting
peace in the region,
adding that operations
against terrorists
would continue with
full force.

Meanwhile, Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi praised police
for the successful op-
eration against “India-
sponsored terrorists”.

“KP police have
once again foiled the
nefarious designs of
Indian-sponsored ter-
rorists,” he said, add-
ing that forces were
determined to eradi-
cate the menace of
terrorism.

According to the
Annual Security Re-
port 2025 from the
Centre for Research
and Security Studies.

NEWS DESK: The Pa-
kistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) on
Friday predicted rain,
windstorm and thunder-
showers in the upper
parts of the country over
the weekend.

The department
said that moist currents
from the Arabian Sea
were continuously pen-
etrating the upper parts
of the country, increas-
ing in strength on Sat-
urday (July 11) evening.

“Meanwhile, a
westerly wave is also
likely to approach the
upper parts on Satur-
day,” it said.

Rain, windstorm
and thundershower with
isolated heavy rainfall
have been predicted in
Neelum valley,
M u z a f f a r a b a d ,
Rawalakot,  Poonch,
Hattian, Bagh, Haveli,
Sudhanoti ,  Kotli ,
Bhimber and Mirpur
from Friday night (July
10) to Monday (July 13).

Similar weather
conditions are expected
in Dir, Chitral, Swat,
Kohistan, Malakand,
Nowshera, Charsadda,
Karak, Tank, Lakki
Marwat, Swabi, Shangla,
Battagram, Buner, Kohat,
Kurram, Dera Ismail
Khan, Bannu,

Waziristan, Bajaur,
Mohmand, Khyber,
Orakzai,  Mansehra,
Abbottabad, Haripur,
Peshawar, Mardan and
Hangu on Saturday and
Sunday (July 12).

Meanwhile, scat-
tered rain, windstorm
and thundershower with
isolated heavy rainfall
are expected in
Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Murree, Galiyat, Attock,
Chakwal, Jhelum, Mandi
Bahauddin,  Gujrat ,
Gujranwala, Hafizabad,
Wazirabad, Faisalabad,
Khushab, Sargodha,
Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Sialkot, Narowal,
Sahiwal, Jhang, Toba
Tek Singh, Nankana

Sahib, Chiniot and Okara
on Saturday and Sun-
day.

These weather con-
ditions are expected to
begin on Saturday night
going into Sunday with
occasional gaps in the
Noor Pur Thal, Bhakkar,
Mianwali,  Layyah,
B a h a w a l p u r ,
Bahawalnagar, Dera
Ghazi Khan, Multan,
Khanewal,  Lodhran,
Muzaffargarh,  Kot
Addu, Rahim Yar Khan
and Rajanpur.

Rain, windstorms
and thunderstorms have
also been forecasted in
Diamer, Astore, Ghizer,
Skardu, Hunza, Gilgit,
Ghanche and Shigar

starting from Saturday
night to Monday.

Isolated rain and
windstorms have been
predicted in Zhob,
Sherani, Kohlu, Barkhan,
Dera Bugti and Khuzdar
districts on Saturday
and Sunday.

On the other hand,
Sindh is forecasted to
experience “mainly hot
and very humid
weather”,  except
Tharparkar, Sukkur,
Shikarpur, Larkana, Dadu
and Jacobabad districts,
which will likely experi-
ence isolated rain on
Sunday and Monday.

The department ad-
vised the authorities
concerned to remain

vigilant. It said that
windstorms and light-
ning could damage weak
structures such as solar
panels, electric poles
and billboards.

Landslides could
occur in vulnerable areas
of upper KP, GB and
Kashmir on Saturday
and Sunday, it warned.
The met department
added that water flow
could increase in local
streams of Kashmir, KP,
GB and in the hill tor-
rents of DG Khan on
Saturday and Sunday.

Furthermore, heavy
rain could cause
localised urban flooding
in Islamabad,
Rawalpindi, Peshawar,
Gujranwala, Lahore and
Faisalabad on Saturday
and Sunday.

“Tourists and trav-
ellers are advised to re-
main extra cautious and
avoid unnecessary trav-
elling during the forecast
period,” it said. The met
department also advised
farmers to manage crop
activities in line with the
weather conditions and
to take care of their live-
stock.

“Prevailing hot and
humid conditions are
likely to subside during
the forecast period,” it
added.

problem during the
flight and requested
assistance from the
area control centre.
Five crew members
were on board the air-
craft, including two pi-
lots, two engineers and
one support staffer.

After 12 hours of
a search and rescue
operation in the deep
sea, the wreckage of
the plane was found 53
nautical miles (98km)
south of Ormara port
on Wednesday.

K2 Airways is a
private airline based in
Karachi. The carrier
was established in
May 2018 after being
granted an airline
charter licence by the
government.

lice ‘encounters’ in
which at least 1,100
suspects have been
killed," the post under-
scored, adding,

"The fact that this
normalisation of lethal
force outside due pro-
cess has directly re-
sulted in the death of
a nine-year-old child
should be a call to con-
science for the Punjab
government."

The HRCP la-

mented that while the
CCD acknowledged
the incident as a "vio-
lation" of departmen-
tal rules,

 it could not be
treated as an isolated
operational failure, nor
could internal ac-
countability be substi-
tuted for independent
oversight.

NEWS DESK: Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) Gov-
ernor Faisal Karim Kundi
on Friday urged Na-
tional Assembly Speaker
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq and
Senate Chairman Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani to
convene a meeting of the
speakers of all four pro-
vincial assemblies to de-
velop a "single,
harmonised" law gov-
erning lawmakers' sala-
ries, privileges and en-
titlements across Paki-
stan.

The call comes amid
renewed controversy
over two laws passed by
the K-P Assembly on
April 30 — the K-P Prov-
ince (Salaries and Allow-
ances of Members) Act
and the K-P Assembly
Powers, Privileges and
Immunities (Amend-
ment) Act, 2026 — which
have drawn criticism
from the public and po-
litical circles.

Although Kundi
assented to the legisla-
tion in early May and it
initially attracted little
public attention,
screenshots of the en-
acted laws began circu-

lating online in July, re-
igniting debate over the
scope of the benefits
granted to legislators
and the implications of
several new provisions.

In a post on X, the

governor urged the NA
speaker and Senate
chairman "to immedi-
ately convene a meeting
of the Speakers of all
four Provincial Assem-
blies and agree on a

single, harmonised bill
governing the salaries,
privileges and entitle-
ments of legislators
across Pakistan."

He stressed that
"no province should

legislate extraordinary
privileges for i tself"
while asking the public
to embrace austerity.
"Salaries, security, offi-
cial passports, allow-
ances and every other

entitlement should be
uniform across the fed-
eration, ensuring one
standard for all," Kundi
wrote.

In an apparent at-
tempt to address public

criticism, the governor
also shared an undated
but signed letter issued
by the Governor's Sec-
retariat in Peshawar, in
which he had "strongly
recommended" that the

K-P Finance Committee
implement

the spiri t of the
prime minister's 14-point
austerity measures —
including expenditure
cuts, fuel rationing and
the elimination of unnec-
essary privileges —
while enforcing the law.

According to
Kundi, the recommenda-
tion was intended to en-
sure fiscal discipline de-
spite his assent to the
legislation, aligning pro-
vincial legislative prac-
tices with the federal
government's economic
emergency framework
introduced in response
to the US-Iran war and
broader global instabil-
ity.

The letter con-
cluded by recommend-
ing that the Finance
Committee reconsider
the implementation
framework to ensure
these principles are car-
ried out in their true let-
ter and spirit.

Kundi also main-
tained that his reserva-
tions about the K-P
Privileges Bill had been
on record since May.


