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CM Balochistan
Condemns Mashkail
Attack as Shahid
Rind Confirms Five
Punjab Workers Killed

NEWS DESK:

QUETTA: Balochistan gov-
ernment spokesperson
Shahid Rind has confirmed
that five laborers from
Punjab were killed after uni-
dentified armed men
opened fire on shops in the
Mashkail arca of Washuk
district on Sunday.

Accordmg to Shahld Rind, the

ms were working at lo-

shops in Mashkail when

&he attackers targeted them

with indiscriminate gunfire.

All five workers died at the

scene before the i

The chief minister reaffirmed
that the perpetrators would
be brought to justice and
that no effort would be
spared to protect the lives
of citizens and maintain
peace in the province.
Police and security forces
reached the scene shortly
after the attack, shifted the
bodies to a hospital, and
launched a large-scale
search operation to track
down the attacker:
Following legal formalities and
post-mortem examinations,
the bodies were dispatched
to their hometown:
Officials said i are

fled.

Deputy Commissioner
Washuk Majid Sarparah
said the deceased belonged
to different districts of
Punjab and had been em-
ployed in the area for work.

Chief Minister of Balochistan

Mir Sarfraz Bugti strongly

condemned the attack, ex-

pressing deep sorrow over
the loss of innocent lives.

He extended his heartfelt

condolences

to the bereaved families and
]

directed law enforcement
agencies to ensure the im-
mediate arrest of those re-
sponsible.

underway, with law en-

forcement agencies collect-

ing

forensic evidence and pursu-
ing multiple leads to iden-
llfy and apprehend those in-
volved.

Security has also been tight-
ened across the area as the
search operation continues.

The attack has once again

highlighted security chal-

lenges

in parts of Balochistan, where
authorities

counterterrorism operations
will continue until those re-
sponsible are brought to jus-

tice.

the progress of Operation Shabaan

3 g i b e TR
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on Saturday visited Babri village in the Hanna Urak area to review|

CM Balochistan Reviews Operation
Shabaan in Hanna Urak

ALI HAMZA:

Balochistan ChiefMinister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Saturday vis-
ited Babri village in the Hanna
Urak area to review the
progress of Operation
Shabaan, an  ongoing
counterterrorism operation
aimed at eliminating terrorists
and dismantling their support
networks in the province.
During the visit, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti met police offic-
ers and personnel actively par-
ticipating in Operation
Shabaan, commending their
courage, professionalism, and
unwavering dedication to pro-

tecting the people

of

Balochistan.
He praised the force for
its resili i

with full intensity until every
militant threatening

in the fight against terrorism.

The police personnel wel-
comed the chief minister’s visit
and chanted “Pakistan
Zindabad,” expressing their
determination to continue de-
fending the country’s peace
and sovereignty.

Speaking to the officers,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti said the sac-
rifices made

by Pakistan’s security
forces in the war against ter-
rorism are a source of pride
for the entire nation.

He reiterated that opera-
tions against terrorists and their
facilitators would continue

’s peace is elimi-
nated.

“There will be no compro-
mise on the writ of the state.
Action against terrorists and
their facilitators will continue
until lasting peace

is  restored across
Balochistan,” the chief minis-
ter said.

Later, Mir Sarfraz Bugti
visited the families of those
martyred in the Hanna Urak
terrorist attack, offered con-
dolences, participated in
Fateha, and assured them of
the provincial government’s
full support.

He pledged that the fami-

lies of the martyrs would re-
ceive every possible assistance
and official facilitation.

The chief minister empha-
sized that the sacrifices of the
martyrs would never be forgot-
ten and vowed that the cam-
paign

against terrorism would
continue without discrimination
until sustainable peace is estab-
lished throughout Balochistan.

He reaffirmed that the pro-
vincial government, together
with law enforcement and se-
curity

agencies, remains fully
committed to eradicating ter-
rorism, protecting citizens, and
ensuring long-term peace and
stability across the province.

FC Balochistan Commanders Visit Families of Ziarat Police

QASEEM SHAH:

QUETTA: Senior commanders of
the Frontier Corps (FC)
Balochistan (North) visited the
homes of police personnel
martyred in the recent Ziarat ter-
rorist attack, reaffirming solidar-
ity with the bereaved families and
emphasizing the close coordina-
tion between Pakistan’s security
institutions in the fight against
terrorism.
According

to official

sources, 27 police personnel em-
braced mdnyrdom while resisting

Balochistan. Authorities have
described the attackers as mem-
bers of the Indian-backed militant
group Fitna al Hindustan.

Officials said 18 policemen
were taken hostage during the
assault. Despite captivity, they
refused to compromise on na-
tional security or abandon their
duty, ultimatély embracing mar-
tyrdom. Their sacrifice has been
hailed as an example of excep-
tional courage, professionalism,
and unwavering commitment to
Pakistan.

As part of the outreach, the
Commandant of FC Balochistan
(North) and Wing Commanders
visited the homes of the martyrs,
met with their families, laid floral
wreaths at their graves, offered
Fateha, and conveyed heartfelt
condolences.

The visits reflected the

nior commanders of the Frontier Corps (FC) Balochistan (North)
police personnel martyred in the recent Ziarat

ed the homes of

Martyrs, Reaffirm Unity Against Terrorism

strong bond between Pakistan’s
police and paramilitary forces, re-
inforcing the message that all se-
curity institutions stand united in
confronting terrorism and honor-

ing the sacrifices of fallen person-
nel.

Speaking during the visits,
an official said the blood of the
martyred policemen would never

be forgotten, adding that the na-
tion and its security forces remain
united in the families

The initiative has been
widely viewed as a powerful ges-

of the fallen and continuing the
fight against terrorism.

ture of i solidarity, as-
suring the families of the Ziarat
police martyrs that the sacrifices

of their loved ones will always be
remembered and that efforts to
eliminate terrorism in Balochistan
will continue with renewed re-
solve.
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Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan Recognised
for Driving Governance Reforms in Balochistan

By Sheikh Abdul
Razaq:

g

QULTrA The role of an
efficient bureaucracy re-
mains central to effec-
tive governance, par-
ticularly in provinces
facing complex adminis-
trative and developmen-
tal challenges. In
Balochistan, the recent
recognition of Chief Sec-
retary Balochistan,
Shakéel Qadir Khan, by
the provincial cabinet
and Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti during the
provincial budget ses-
sion has highlighted the
ificance of strong
institutional leadership
in advancing gover-
nance reforms.

Governance experts
argue that while elected
governments provide
policy direction, suc-
cessful implementation
depends largely on a ca-
pable and professional
civil service.

In Balochistan,
where issues such as
vast geography, infra-
structure gaps, develop-
mental disparities,

and security con-
cerns continue to pose
challenges, an effective
administrative frame-
work is essential for sus-
tainable progress.

Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan, incided withrenewedef- tional strengthening, the provincial budget preparation requires
widely regarded as an forts by the Balochistan and improved public servedas akey example strong interdepartmental

experienced and compe-  government to promote — service delivery. of this collaborative coordination, data-

tent civil servant, has institutional reforms, fis- Analysts believe governance model. driven decision-making,

played a pivotal role in  cal discipline, that translating these Modern budget- and prudent allocation
hancing i t- transparency, and policy objectives into making extends beyond  of resources.

mental coordination, performance-baséd gov- tangible outcomes re- financial accounting and The acknowledg-

strengthening adminis- ernance. quires a bureaucracy ca- reflects a government’s ment extended to Chief

trative efficiency, and Chief Minister Mir  pable ofaligning admin- development priorities, Secretary Shakeel Qadir
supporting the provin- Sarfraz Bugti has consis- istrative priorities with ~fiscal management strat- Khan by both the pro-
cmlguvcnnncmmwnn tently emphasized the the government’s devel- egy, and long-term plan- ~ vincial Cabinet and the
agenda. importance of gover- opment vision. ning objectives. Chief Minister on the

His tenure has co- nance reforms, institu- The formulation of Effective budget floor of the Balochistan

Assembly reflects a

broader recognition of

the critical role played by
the civil service in ensur-

policy implementa-
tion and institutional
continuity.

Observers note that
such recognition pro-
motes a culture of merit,
professionalism, and ac-
countability

within the public

sector, encouraging civil
servants to maintain
high standards of pub-
lic service.
Balochistan’s
unique governance land:
scape demands admin-
istrative foresight, con-
tinuity, and strategic
leadership.
ffective oversight
of development
projects, monitoring

mechanisms, depart-
mental coordination, and
accountability systems
remains vital for achiev-
ing sustainable devel-
opment goals across the
province.

Experts maintain
that institutional reforms
are ultimately measured
by their implementation.
Strong institutions are
built through consistent
leadership,

professionalism,
and efficient gover-
nance practices. Public
officials who uphold
these principles contrib-
ute significantly to
strengthening govern-
ment institutions and en-
hancing administrative
performance.

The recognition ac-
corded to Chief Secre-
tary Shakeel Qadir Khan
underscores the grow-
ingimportance of a pro-
fessional and respon-
sive civil service in sup-
porting Balochistan’s
development agenda.

Ttalso sends a pos
tive message through-
out the bureaucracy that
dedication, competence,
and commitment to pub-
lic service continue to
be valued.

As Balochistan ad-
vances towards im-
proved governance and
sustainable develop-
ment, the partnership
between political leader-
ship and an effective ad-
istrative structure
will remain essential.

province’s
long-term progress will
depend not only on vi-
sionary policies but also
on the institutional ca-
pacity required to imple-
ment them successfully.

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma

Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent
to global carbon emi:
sions, yet it consis-
tently ranks among the
countries most ex-
posed to climate-in-
duced disasters. This
imbalance is not
merely an environ-
mental concern; it re-
flects governance di-
lemma rooted in a
weak institutional co-
ordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and
water insecurity dem-
onstrate its far-reach-
ing global conse-
quences.

Since these im-
pacts transcend na-
tional borders, climate
change is inherently a
global  challenge.
Along with other d
veloping nations, Paki-
stan remains highly implementation, and ~greenhouse gas emls- tures in 2024 exceeded thermal expansion.

vulnerable. limited emphasis on sions have i dustrial levels by y, melting
In 2024, Pakistan adaptation have re- heat retention in the l 52°C. This warming  glaciers dnd ice sheets

recorded its ninth duced the state’s ca- atmosphere. Gases has intensified contribute to rising sea

warmest year in the pacity to respond ef- such as carbon diox- heatwaves, prolonged levels.

last 64 years, with an fectively.  Conse- ide, methane, and ni- droughts, and in- According to En-

average temperature quently, the climate trous oxide have thick- creased wildfire risks. cyclopedia Britannica,
0f23.52°Cand rainfall  crisis in Pakistan re- ened the atmospheric Rising temperatures global sea levels have
levels 31 percent flects not only envi- blanket, largely due to have also disrupted risenby approximately
above the historical ronmental stress but deforestation, fossil weather  systems, 21 to 25 centimeters
average. This high- also persistent gover- fuel consumption, and leading to irregular since 1880, threaten-

lights the urgency of nance failures. rapid industrialization. rainfall, intense  ing coastal livelihoods
collective international Climate change One of the most storms, and stronger and infrastructure.
action. refers to long-term visible consequences hurricanes. Climate change
For Pakistan, how- shifts in  global of climate change is Another major has also intensified
ever, climate vulner- weather patterns and rising global tempera- consequence is sea- Wwater scarcity, a
ability is compounded temperatures, prima- tures. level rise. Oceans ab- growing global con-
by governance con- rily driven by human The Copernicus sorb nearly 90 percent cern. Pakistan is al-

straints. Fragmented activities. According Climate Change Ser- of excess heat caused ready a  water-
institutional coordina- to United Nations vice reported that av- by greenhouse gas stressed country, and
tion, weak policy findings, excessive erage global tempera- emissions, leading to climate variability has

further exacerbaled
this challenge.

A reporl by the
Pakistan Institute of
Development Eco-
nomics places Paki-
stan among the most
water-risk-prone na-
tions. Water scarcity
places immense pres-
sure on agriculture, in-
dustry, and house-
holds, undermining
economic stability and
food security.

Despite contribut-
ing minimally to global
emissions, Pakistan
bears a disproportion-
ate share of climate-
related losses. The

Global Climate Risk
Index ranks Pakistan
among the most vul-
nerable countries to
climate change.

The 2022 floods
alone caused an esti-
mated economic loss
of $40 billion and
claimed at least 1,700
lives. More recently,
monsoon floods in
2025 resulted in over
1,000 deaths.

Given these reali-
ties, climate adaptation
is no longer an aca-
demic debate but a
strategic necessity.

Mitigation re-
‘mains essential to limit

future warming
through  reduced
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Transitioning
from fossil fuels to re-
newable energy
sources such Y
wind, and hydropower
is critical.

Equally important
is adaptation. Since
climate impacts are
already unavoidable,
societies must
strengthen res
Investment in climate-
resilient infrastructure,
improved urban plan-
ning, and effective
water management is
vital.

Global coopera-
tion remains the third
pillar of climate re-
sponse. Climate
change transcends
borders and requires
collective responsibil-
ity. Developed nations
must honor climate fi-
nance commitments
and support vulnerable
countries in adaptation
efforts.

For Pakistan, ef-
fective climate gover-
nance is central to re-
silience. Addressing
financing constraints,
strengthening leglsla-
tion, improving fed-
eral-provincial coordi-
nation, and prioritizing
adaptation over rheto-
ric are critical steps.

Climate change
presents urgent chal-
lenges that demand
immediate action.
Without decisive re-
forms in climate gov-
ernance and a strate-
gic shift toward adap-
tation, Pakistan will
continue to pay an un:
just price for a c
did little to create.

The author can be
reached at:
dinziaud1 9@gmail.com.
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Balochistan Advertisement Policy 2026: Digital
Publishers Forum Rejects ‘Flawed’ Policy, Warns
of Corruption via Dummy Websites

" thousands of newspa-
pers operate, new poli-
cies still ensure that
tenders and official
ads are distributed to
at least 6 to 8 news-
papers to maintain
transparency. Restrict-
ing ads in Balochistan
will trigger a wave of]
unemployment and
force reputable, long-
standing newspapers
to shut down perma-
nently.”

Call for Trans;
ent Criteria and Merit-
Based Allocation

NEWS DESK:

QUETTA : The
Balochistan Digital
Publishers Forum
(BDPF) has strongly
rejected the newly
implemented
“Balochistan Adver-
tisement Policy 2026,”
terming it ambiguous,
incomplete, and a
breeding ground for
corruption. The forum
warned that the policy,
enforced by the Gov-
ernment of
Balochistan on July 1
without stakeholder
consultation, threatens To combat cor-
the survival of the pro- ruption and ensure the

vincial print media and OCH S IGITAL judicial use of public
s BAL ISTAN D i Bodmeun
for nepotism through Digital Publishers Fo-
fevinies - pUBLISHERS FORUM  Cioiiir

?In an online con- ment to establisha rig-
sultative  meeting over the i ploited to facilitate Balochistan’s Print orous, transparent, and
chaired by Syed Ali tion of the policy dur- cronyism, diverting Media merit-based verifica-
Shah of Quetta Voice, ing its first ten days. public funds to dummy The BDPF high- tion mechanism for
digital and print media According to the platforms that lighted that slashing digital media ads.
leaders demanded an BDPF, government emerged only after the advertisement ?The forum con-
immediate withdrawal - advertisements have  the policy’s anounce- quota for print media cluded with a unani-
of the controversial already been issued to  ment.” is part of a “mindset” mous demand for the
policy. obscure, newly cre- The meeting was aimed at crippling au- Government of]

They urged the ated websites with attended by prominent thentic journalism in Balochistan to imme-
provincial government  zero web traffic. medla figures, includ- the province. diately retract the con-
to formulate a viable "While traditional The forum criti- troversial Advertise-
framework in align- newspapers must con- " Jand Sajidi (Daily cized the restriction of ‘ment Policy 2026.
ment with federal and  sistently publish for Intekhab) government tenders They called for a
other provincial media five long years to Sadiq Baloch and public notices to collaborative approach
guidelines after thor- qualify for the Central (Daily Azadi) just two newspapers, to design a compre-
ough consultation with  Media List, this new Azmatullah calling it unprec- hensive media policy
all stakcholders. policy lacks any clear Achakzai  (Daily edented across Paki- that protects the exist-

Dummy Websites criteria or aging Qadrat) stan. ence of traditional
Handed Government bracket for digital me- Sohail Baloch Comparing it with newspapers while
Ads Within 10 Days  dia,” the forum stated (Daily Al-Jazeera) other provinces, the supporting authentic

The forum ex- inajointpress release. A Threat to the forum noted: digital publishers in
pressed deep concern “This loopholeis being Survival of “In Punjab, where Balochistan.

Quetta Sit-In Talks Enter Crucial Stage as Government, Protest
Committee Remain Deadlocked Over Ziarat Tragedy

Ali Hamza, Kakar, held detailed The talks are However, sources  and relatives of the de-
Syed Ali Shah: dis ions withmem- aimed at addressing said no major break- ceased police person-
QUETTA: Efforts to bers of the Quetta sit- the demands of pro- through has been nel have been partici-
end the prolonged sit- in committee, families testers who have been reached so far, as both  pating in the protest,
in in Quetta remained of the manyrcd police staging a demonstra- sides remain firm on demanding justice, ac-
unsuccessful on Sat- personnel, and repre- tion at Quetta’s main their respective posi- countability, and a
urday as negotiations sentatives of political protest venue follow- tions. transparent response
between the parties and civil soci- ingthe tragic Ziarat in- Political leaders, to the incident.
Balochistan govern- ety. ident. civil society members, Government offi-
ment committee and R 3 x cials expressed hope
representatives of the that  negotiations
protest committee would lead to a reso-
continued for more lution, while protest
than four hours, with representatives in-
both sides still strug- sisted that their con-
gling to break the cerns must be ad-
deadlock. dressed before ending
The government the sit-in.
delegation, led by The talks are ex-
Home Minister | pected to continue as
Balochistan ~ Mir efforts remain under-
Ziaullah Langove and way to find common
Provincial Minis- ground and resolve the
ter Bakht Muhammad standoff.

Former Balochlstan CM Nawab Aslam
Raisani Condemns Decision to Shift Mastung
from Kalat DlVlSlOIl to Quetta Division

~ his supporters would
pursue every peace-
ful, democratic, and
constitutional avenue
to restore Mastung’s
position within Kalat
Division.

He also urged the
provincial government
to review its decision
and engage with local
communities, political
representatives, and

News Desk

QUETTA: Former
Balochistan Chief
Minister ~ Nawab
Muhammad Aslam
Raisani has strongly
condemned the pro-
vincial government’s
decision to remove
Mastung district from
Kalat Division and
merge it into Quetta
Division, calling the

Balochistan Irrigation
Department has intensi-
fied its campaign against
illegal water theft from
the Pat Feeder Canal,

rero-tol-

mains committed to en-
suring that legitimate
farmers receive their al-
located water supplies
despite peak Kharif sea-
son demand.

The is

erance policy under the
directives of Provincial
Minister for Irrigation
Mir Muhammad Sadiq
Umrani and Irrigation
Secretary  Suhail
Rehman Baloch.

To ensure strict en-
forcement of the
government's directives,
Chief Engineer Canals
Qurban Ali Jatoi has
been personally super-
vising irrigation opera-
tions in the field, over-
seeing the fair distribu-
tion of agricultural water
to entitled farmers
across the canal com-
mand area.

Officials said the
Pat Feeder Canal irriga-

continuously monitor-
ing the nearly 200-kilo-
meter-long Pat Feeder
Canal, its distributaries,
and watercourses with
the support of field of-
ficers and operational
staff.

However, authori-
ties noted that some in-
fluential individuals
continue to exploit re-
mote locations, night-
time conditions, and law
and order challenges by
using illegal pipelines,
pumping machines, and
other unauthorized
‘methods to steal irriga-
tion water.

According to the Ir-

rigation Department,

Balochistan Irrigation Department
Intensifies Crackdown on
Water Theft Along Pat Feeder Canal

NASIRABAD: The

Reports (FIRs) have al-
ready been registered
against those involved
in water theft. However,
officials belicve that ex-

ing legal provisions

carry weak penalties, al-
lowing offenders to con-
tinue illegal activities
with little deterrence.
As part of the on-
going anti-theft cam-
paign, Chief Engineer
Qurban Ali Jatoi, accom-
panied by Executive E
gineer Pat Feeder Canal
Fareed Ahmed Pindrani,
conducted inspections
fromRD 409 toRD 418
(Mir Hassan) and RD
505 (Bedar) to RD 558
(Manjho Shori).

The inspection was
intended to send a clear
message that irrigation
officials remain vigilant
and that illegal extrac-
tion of irrigation water
will not be tolerated un-

tion e-

several First

der any

SOHBATPUR: Chief
Engineer of the Commu-
nications and Works
&W) Department,
Nasirabad Zone, Bashir
Nasir, has emphasized
that h:gh quality con-
struction and _strict
project monitoring are
essential to ensuring
that public development
funds deliver tangible
benefits to citizens.

Speaking during an
inspection of ongoing
development projects in

Sohbatpur, Bashir Na
said the provincial gov-
ernment is closely scru-
tinizing construction ac-
tivities in line with the
directives of Chief Min-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
ief Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan, Provin
Minister for Communi-
cations and Works Mir
Saleem Khan Khosa,
and C&W Secretary
Babar Khan.
He said engineers
must personally super-
vise  development
projects and ensure that
all work is executed ac-
cording to approved
standards, warning that
negligence would not be
tolerated.

The inspection was
attended by Superin-
tending Engineers Fida
Hussain Khosa and
Arsala Rand, along with
other departmental offi-
cials. Executive Engineer
(Roads) Jahangir Khosa
briefed the Chief Engi-
neer on the progress of
ongoing development
schemes.

During the visit,
Bashir Nasir inspected
several key infrastruc-
ture projects, including

the Sohbatpur Bypas
Road, the District Com:
plex, and other public
development schemes.

He directed officials
to ensure that all
projects are completed
within the stipulated
timeframe while main-
taining the highest stan-
dards of quality, trans-
parency, and compliance
with government regula-
tions.

Chief Englneer Reviews Sohbatpur
Development Projects,
Stresses Quality and Transparency

further stated that, in ac-
cordance with Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti's development vi-
sion, strengthening in-
frastructure through
modern roads, govern-
ment buildings, and pub-
lic welfare projects re-
mains one of the provin-
cial government's top
priorities.

He added that con-
tinuous monitoring of
development schemes
would continue across

the province and
warned that any negli-
gence, irregularities, or
violations would result
in legal action against
responsible officials and
contractors to ensure
the proper utilization of
public resources.

Bashir Nasir,
Sohbatpur development
projects, Communic:
tions and Works Dcpdrt-
ment,

P s
are a public trust, and
every project must ad-
here to quality stan-
dards, transparency, and
government Standard
Operating Procedures
(SOPs)," he said.

The Chief Engineer

Bypass Road, District
Complex Sohbatpur, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, Babar
Khan, infrastructure de-
velopment, Balochistan
road projects, public in-
frastructure, Sohbatpur
news.

other stakeholders be-
fore making adminis-
trative changes that
directly affect the re-

move unilateral and
contrary to the wishes
of the local people.
In a statement
posted on social media
platform X, Raisani
said the decision was
taken without consult-
ing local stakeholders
or elected representa-
tives, making it incon-
sistent with the aspi- that Mastung has

The statement is
expected to add mo-
mentum to the ongo-
ing political debate sur-
rounding the
government’s decision

He maintained istrative ties with outpublic consultation
Kalat Division and ar- is unacceptable. toreorganize adminis-
rations of the people deep historical, geo- gued that changing its Raisani an- trative boundaries in
of Mastung. graphical, and admin- divisional status with- nounced that he and Balochistan.

Balochistan Adviser Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi Welcoines
9th OIC Ministerial Conference on Women in Pakistan

QUETTA: Advisertothe  sive development on the ~ vide an opportunity to from Egypt to Pakistan Dr. Buledi added

hief Minister of global stage. discuss key issues af- marksasignificant mile- that Pakistan would
Balochistan on the De- ~ Dr. Buledi said the ~fecting women, includ- ~ stone. showcase its initiatives
partment of Women De- participation of repre-  ing social and cconomic  She expressed con- and achievements in

velopment, Dr. Rubaba sentatives from the 57 empowerment, educa- fidence that Pakistan's women's development
Khan Buledi, has wel- member states ofthe Or- tion, healthcare, and two-year tenure would during the conference,
comed the hosting of the ~ ganization of Islamic Co- greater participation in help advance the OIC's ~creating new opportuni-
9th OIC Ministerial Con-  operation (OIC) demon- decision-making, adding agenda on women's de- ties for knowledge-shar-
ference on Women in strates the collective that the deliberations are velopment and ing, collaboration, and
Pakistan, describing it commitmentof member expected to produce strengthen cooperation the exchange of best
as a matter of national countries to advancing positive outcomes for among member states practices among OIC
pride and an important the welfare, rights, and  the future. through the Islamabad member countries.
opportunity to dcvclopmcm of women Highlighting Declaration, paving the She also com-
strengthen the country's through a unified inter- Pakistan's growing lead- way for new strategies mended the Federal Gov-
commitment to women's  national platform. ership role, Dr. Buledi toimprove women's wel- ernment, the Ministry of |
empowerment, equal op- She noted that the said the transfer of the fare across the Islamic Foreign Affairs, and all
portunities, and inclu- conference would pro- conference presidency world. institutions involved.

QUETTA: Adelegation
of the newly elected
cabinet of the All Paki-
stan Clerks Association
(APCA) Irrigation Unit,
led by President Ghulam
Qadir Zehri, met with
Balochistan Secretary
Irrigation Suhail Rehman
Baloch at his office to
discuss employees' wel-
fare and departmental
issues.

The delegation in-
cluded General Secre-
tary Bismillah Khan
Kakar, Kashif Magsi,
Master Abdul Razzaq,
Zafar Bazi, Muhammad
Anwar, Mushta
Ahmed, Abdul Malik
Nasir, and Abdul
Ghafoor Lango.

During the meeting,
APCA President Ghulam
Qadir Zehri presented
the official notification
of the newly elected
APCA TIrrigation Unit
cabinet to the Secretary.

Congratulating the
newly elected office-
bearers, Secretary Suhail
Rehman Baloch ex-
pressed hope that the
association would play
a constructive role in
promoting employee
welfare and contributing
to the improvement of
the Irrigation Depart-
ment.

Highlighting the
concerns of departmen-
tal staff, Ghulam Qadir
Zehri stated that the lack
of government residen-
tial quarters remains one
of the biggest chal-
lenges facing Irrigation
Department employees.
He urged the Secretary
to expedite the proposed
housing project for em-
ployees and requested
that it be implemented at
the earliest opportunity.

President Ghulam
Qadir Zehri, General Sec-
retary Bismillah Khan

APCA Irrigation Unit Meets Balochistan
Irrigation Secretary, Seeks
Staff Housing Project Approval

Kakar, and Vice Presi-
dent Kashif Magsi also
submitted a detailed
proposal regarding the
construction of residen-
tial quarlem for depart-
mental

Rc:pondmg to the
proposal, Secretary Irri-
gation Suhail Rehman
Baloch assured the del-
egation that every pos-
sible effort would be
made to secure approval
for the housing project
from the Finance Depart-
ment, enabling the initia-
tive to move forward
without unnecessary
delay.

He further assured
the delegation that prac-
tical steps would also be
taken to address other
issues faced by Irriga-
tion Department
employees.““Concluding
the meeting, APCA
President Ghulam Qadir
Zehri thanked.
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JI to form Kashmir peace jirga to facilitate
dialogue between govt JAAC

NEWS DESK: Jamaat-i-
Islami (JI) on Sunday
decided to establish a
“grand” Kashmir peace
jirga to facilitate dia-
Togue between the Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) government and
the banned Joint Awami
Action  Committee
(JAAC) in an effort to
restore stability and nor-
malcy in the region.
The decision was
taken at a meeting of the
party’s central Majlis-i-
Shura chaired by JI Emir
Hafiz Nacemur Rehman
at Mansoorah, Lahore.
According to a
press release, the jirga
will engage both the
government and the
TAAC, with the restora-
tion of peace and the
resolution of issues in
AJK identified as its top

tiative, Rehman consti-

tuted a committee
headed by JI Deputy
Emir Liaqat Baloch. The
committee included JI
AJK Emir Dr
Muhammad Mushtaq
Khan and the party’s
former regional chiefs
Abdul Rashid Turabi
and  Dr  Khalid
Mahmood.

The JI chiefalso in-
dicated that the commit-
tee would be expanded
to include former civil
bureaucrats, retired
judges, ex-military offi-
cials and members of
civil society from AJK

c Shura e
pressed “deep concern”
over the prevailing situ-
ation in AJK, warning
that continued unrest
could adversely affect
the broader Kashmir

cause.

“No compromise
can be made on the
Kashmir issue,” the
statement asserted, add-
ing that countless Paki-
stanis and Kashmiris had
sacrificed their lives for
the cause.

Addressing the
meeting, the JI chief
urged the federal gov-
ernment to initiate nego-
tiations without delay to
restore normalcy in the
region.

“Dialogue is the
only viable way to re-
solve the ongoing crisis
and prevent further de-
terioration of the situa-
tion,” Rehman was
quoted as saying.

He described Kash-
‘mir as Pakistan’s jugular
vein, urging that the
state should act like a

“caring guardian by em-
bracing agerieved citi-
zens instead of allowing
tensions to escalate”.

Referring to the se-
curity challenges in
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, he cau-
tioned that Pakistan

could not afford another
internal conflict in AJK.

He announced that
the expanded committee
would soon visit
Rawalakot to meet
JAAC leaders and make
every possible effort to
bring the situation under
control through dia-
logue.

Commenting on the
controversy surround-
ing the 12 réserved seats
in the AJK Legislativ
Assembly, Rehman said
some concerns of the
protesters were legiti-
mate. However, he
stressed that the “rcprc-
sentation of refugees
from Indian Tllegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kash-
mirand the occupied ter-
ritory itselfin the assem-
bly could not be abol-
ished”.

He said the issue of
the reserved seats
should be resolved
through negotiations
and expressed confi-
dence that a workable
solution could be found.

“No one is bigger or
smaller. The government

should set aside stub-
bornness and ego and
engage in meaningful
dialogue,” he said, add-
ing that JThad no polif
cal interest in the dis
pute and was acting
solely to protect peace
and safeguard the Kash-
mir cause.

The JI chief also
emphasised that further
violence must be pre-
vented at all costs.

The regional admin-
istration and the JAAC
remain at odds over vari
ous issues, most nota-
bly the committee’s de-
mand to abolish the 12
seats in the region’s
Legislative Assembly
thatare reserved for refu-
gees from Indian-occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
who settled in mainland
Pakistan after 1947.

On June 5, follow-
ing the announcement

of the JAAC’s June 9
strike, the AJK govern-
menl declared the body
roscribed
orgamsauon Aday later,
authorities launched a

crackdown on the

Dar urges restraint, diplomacy in call
with Iranian counterpart

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
cign Minister Ishaq Dar
held a telephone conver-
sation with Iranian For-
eign Minister Seyyed
Abbas Araghchi on Sun-
day during which the
two leaders discussed
the evolving regional
situation and stressed
the need for de-escala-
tion, according to the
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs (MoFA).

According  to
MoFA's post on X, both
leaders exchanged views
on the evolving regional
situation.

The ministry said
Dar stressed upon the
parties "to follow the
path of de-escalation
and show restraint, as
agreed in the Islamabad
MOU in June 2026".

An interim ceasefire
agreement signed be-
tween Washington and
Tehran — under the me-
diation of Pakistan
was intended to provide
a60-day window for ne-
gotiations on a perma-
nent agreement, but in-
direct talks in Qatar
ended last week with no
sign of headway, and the
US military unleashed a
new wave of strikes
against Iran on Tuesday.
Iran subsequently said it
had targeted US military
sites in Bahrain and Ku-
wait and that it had shot
down a US MQ-9 drone
attempting to interfere in
the operation. Bahrain's
army ?later said it had
thwarted Iranian attacks.

He further under-
scored that "dialogue
and diplomacy remain
the only viable path to
resolving disputes and

achieving lasting peace
and ;lablllly in the re-

=

Accordmg to
MOoFA, Dar also reiter-
ated "Pakistan's readi-
ness to continue playing
a constructive role in
promoting and main-
taining rcgmnal peace
and stability".

The ministry said
the two leaders agreed
""to remain in close con-

tact".
The conversation
comes amid heightened
regional tensions follow-
ing the outbreak of fresh
hostilities between the
United States and Iran.
Dar on Saturday
held a telephonic conver-
sation with Saudi For-
eign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al
Saud. The two ex-
pressed deep concern
over the recent escala-
tion between the United
States and Iran despite
the signing of the
Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding

(MoU), and called on all
parties to exercise maxi-
mum restraint.

Earlier this week,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifheld separate tele-
phonic conversations
with Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian and
Qatar’s Emir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al

ani.

During his conver-
sation with the Iranian

the past few months.
resident
Pezeshkian thanked PM
Shehbaz, FM Dar, Chief
of Defence Forces, and
Chief of the Army Staff
Field Marshal Asim
Munir, and Pakistan’s
other senior leadership
for attending the funeral
prayers and burial of the
laté Ayatollah Syed Ali

Khamenei.
In a separate tele-

phone conversation
with Qatar’s emir, PM
Shehbaz expressed deep
concern over the recent
regional tensions and
reaffirmed Pakistan
complete solidarity wit
the people of Qatar in
the wake of the recent
attacks.

The two leaders
agreed that continued
diplomatic engagement
and meaningful dia-
logue were essential for
peace, and that all par-
ties should implement
the commitments made
under the peace memo-
randum.

president, the prime min-

reiterated
Pakistan’s commitment
to promoting regional
peace and assured Presi-
dent Pezeshkian that Pa-
kistan would continue to
extend all possible sup-
port in playing “a sincere
and constructive role”
in restoring and main-
taining regional peace
and stability.

The premier urged
Iran and all other rel-
evant parties to exercise
restraint and refrain from
taking any steps that
could undermine the
peace gains made over

2-day OIC moot on women
empowerment begins in Islamabad
with technical-level meetings

NEWS DESK: The
Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation’s (OIC) 9th
Ministerial Conference
on Women, hosted by
Pakistan, began in
Islamabad on Sunday
with technical-level
‘meetings.

The two-day con-
ference, with the theme
“Socio-Economic and
Political Empowerment
of Women in the OIC
Countries: (,hdl]cngcs
and Way Forward”,
being organised by the
human rights ministry at
the Jinnah Convention
Centre.

According to state
media, the conference
has brought together
around 190 delegates,
including ministers, se-
nior government offi-
cials and representa-
tives from the OIC’s 57
member states, to dis-
cuss ways to enhance
women’s social, eco-
nomic and political par-
ticipation and
strengthen cooperation
among member coun-
tries.

It is focused on ex-
panding women’s ac-
cess to education,
healthcare, employment,

entrepreneurship, finan-
cial services, technology
and digital opportuni-
ties.

On Sunday, techni-
cal experts and senior
officials held prepara-
tory to finalise recom-
mendations for consid-

ter Maryam Nawaz and
IT Minister Shaza Fatima
Khawaja would also at-
tend the conference, he
said, adding that the
moot would conclude
with the adoption of an
“Islamabad Declara-
tion™, which outlined a

Pakistan expresses 'deep concern' over escalating ME
tensions, urges parties to exercise restraint

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
on Sunday expressed
deep concern over the
recent escalation in re-
gional tensions, urging
all sides to exercise re-
straint, take immediate
steps towards de-esca-
lation and honour their
commitments under the

"Pakistan reiterates
its strong support for
the sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity of all
brotherly countries in
the region, and urges all
sides to exercise re-
straint, take immediate
steps towards de-esca-
lation, and uphold re-

assert control over ship-
ping through the strait.
However, the barrage
marked an escalation in
pace and range.

In a statement is-
sued today, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs
(MOFA) reiterated
Pakistan's strong sup-

eration by ministers,
who will meet on Mon-
day.

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharifis sched-
uled to inaugurate the
ministerial session on
Monday.

Law and Human
Rights Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar will chair
the conference on behalf
of Pakistan.

Ahead of Sunday’s
session, he addressed a
press conference in
Islamabad, where he said
hosting the conference
was an honour for Paki-
stan.

‘According to state
broadcaster Radio Paki-
stan, he said Pakistan
would “utilise this high-
level forum to highlight
the government’s initia-
tives aimed at women’s
empowerment and build-
ing an inclusive soci-

Punjab Chief Minis-

common for
advancing women’s em-
powerment and promot-
ing inclusive and sus-
tainable development
across OIC member
states.

He further an-
nounced that Pakistan
would formally assume
the chairmanship of the
OIC Ministerial Confer-
ence on Women from
Egypt for the next two
years.

Islamabad
meeting builds on the
outcomes of the previ-
ous ministerial confer-
ence held in Cairo in
2021 and is expected to
provide fresh momen-
tum for greater collabo-
ration among OIC coun-
tries to expand opportu-
nities for women and
strengthen their role in

dum of Understandi
(Mo)).
The interim

ceasefire agreement
signed between Wash-
ington and Tehran — un-
der the mediation of Pa-
kistan — was intended
to provide a 60-day win-
dow for negotiations on
apermanent agreement,
but indirect talks in
Qatar ended last week
with no sign of headway.

US and Iranian
forces have exchanged
heavy missile and drone
assaults, ?with Tehran
targeting US facilities in
states across the Gulf on
Sundayand saying it had
again closed the vital
Strait of Hormuz.

The strikes were
the latest in a ?cycle of
attacks and counter-at-
tacks as Iran seeks to

port for spective

- .-N = i
and territorial integrity under the Islamabad
ofall brotherly countries  Memorandum of Under-
in the region. standing (MoU)," the

‘ministry said.

The ministry said
Pakistan remained com-
mitted to supporting ef-
forts aimed at achieving
lasting peace and stabil-
ity through dialogue and

dialogue and diplo-
macy," the statement
added. The strikes ex-
tended to Qatar, a media-
tor in ceasefire talks that
had not come under at-
tack since April, while
the United Arab Emir-
s part, Paki- ates, which had not been
stan remains committed mrge‘ed since early
to providing all support May, said its air defences
had engaged missiles
and drones from Iran.
he renewed vio-
lence casts further
doubt on the future of an
interim US-Iranian agree-
ment signed last month
that aimed %o reopen the
strait and end the war
after a further 60 days of
negotiations.

Inthe past week, US
President Donald
Trump has said he con-
siders the ceasefire over,
while leaving the ?door
open to more talks.

The war that began
with US and Israeli
strikes against Iran on
February 28 has
destabilised the Gulf,
while Iran's effective
blockade ?of the strait
has driven energy prices
higher, fuelling global
inflation.

towards achieving last-
ing peace and stability
in the region through

social, and
political development,
the Radio Pakistan re-

port said.

All Parties Hurriyat Conference
calls Kashmir movement
‘red line’, plans rally tomorrow

NEWS DESK: The All
Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence (APHC) on Satur-
day announced a public
rally in the Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK) capi-
tal on July 13 (Monday)
to mark Kashmir Mar-
tyrs’ Day, urging people
to participate in large
numbers to counter
India’s propaganda that
the people of the liber-
ated territory had be-
come detached from the
Kashmir freedom move-
ment.

The announcement
was made by APHC
Convener  Ghulam
Mohammad Safi while
addressing a press con-
ference.

He was accompa-
nied by Muzaffarabad
Mayor Sikandar Nisar
Gilani, Refugees Repre-
sentative Forum leader
Ghulam Hassan Butt,
Jammu and Kashmir Lib-
eration Cell Director Dr
Raja Sajjad Latif, APHC
General Secretary Advo-
cate Pervez Ahmed Shah
and several other lead-

ers.

Mr Safi said July 13,
1931, marked the bégin-
ning of the present-day
Kashmir freedom move-
ment, when 22 Kashmiris
embraced martyrdom
outside Srinagar Central
Jail while completing the
call to prayer (Azaan),
demonstrafing their re-
solve not to live under
slavery.

He said the public
gathering at Upper
Adda in Muzaffarabad
would reaffirm that the
Kashmir freedom move-
ment remained the “red
line” for Kashmiris.

He added that it
would also reaffirm that
irrespective of internal
political differences,
people on both sides of
the Line of Control were
united in their commit-
ment to securing free-
dom from India’s illegal
occupation.

Responding to a
question about the pre-
vailing situation in AJK,
Mr Safi said the APHC
had played its fullest

possible role, within its
limitations, to help re-
solve the crisis through
peaceful means.

“At the very outset,
the APHC issued a state-
ment urging the govern-
ments in Muzaffarabad
and Islamabad, as well
as the Joint Awami Ac-
tion Committee (JAAC),
to engage in dialogue
and resolve the issue
through negotiations.
We anticipated that the
longer the matter contin-
ued, the greater the loss
of human lives. More
importantly, there was a
serious danger that the
international focus,
which until then had re-
mained on India-held
Kashmir, would shift to-
wards Azad Kashmir,” he
said.

Referring to the
Kashmiri diaspora, he
said: “Our people
abroad, who until re-
cently stood outside In-
dian missions condemn-
ing India for its actions
in occupied Kashmir, are
now standing outside

Pakistan, Turkiye sign MoU on family affairs and
social protection

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
and Turkiye signed a
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) on co-
operation in family af-
fairs, social services,
and social protection
durmg a meeting be-
tween Law Minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar and
his Turkish counterpart,
Mahinur  Ozdemir
Goktas, on Sunday.

The meeting took
place on the sidelines of
the 9th OIC Ministerial
Conference on Women,
where the two ministers
discussed women's
rights, the family system,
and social protection.

According to a
statement issued by the
Ministry of Human
Rights, the two coun-
tries also agreed to
strengthen cooperation
on women's and
children's rights, as well
as the protection of the
familysystem in the digi-
tal space.

Both sides reaf-
firmed their commitment
to promoting family wel-
fare, enhancing Social
protection, exchanging
expertise, and advanc-

ingjoint initiatives.
akistan and

Tiirkiye also agreed to
further strengthen coop-
eration on women's
rights, social welfare,
and institutional col-
laboration.
]:drllCl' Tarar, ad-
ress confer-
ence in Islamabad, sai
that hosting the two-day
9th OIC Ministerial Con-
ference on Women is a  women will also part
distinct honor for Pal pate in the conference.
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light the government's
initiatives aimed at
women's empowerment
and building an inclu-
sive society.

Tarar said Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz, Information
Technology Minister
Shaza Fatima Khawaja,
and a large number

The conference
titled ““Socio-Economic
and Political Empower-
ment of Women in the

stan, state-run Radio
Pakistan reported.
Addressing a press
conference in Islamabad,
thc law minister said
kistan would utilise this
high-level forum to high-

Cooperation Countries
Challenges and Way

f ers. The law min- part of the conference.

Forward” may matter of great pride that Paki-
bring together stan will hold the chair of the
around 190 del- confcrcmc for the ncxl two
s from the 57 years. He said Pakistan is fully

member prepared to fulfill its. obllga—
slales, including tions. He said the representa-
ministers, senior tives of 57 OIC member coun-
government offi- tries are participating in the
cials, and promi- conference, while various tech-
nent women lead- nical working groups are also

He said technical sessions
ofthe conference are underway
today, while the central min
terial meeting will be held to-
morrow. Tarar expressed the
government's resolve to further
advance the agenda of protect-
ing women's rights.

The foreign delegations
were received at the Islamabad
International Airport by Min
ter of State for Law and Justice
Barrister Aqeel Malik.

ister announced
that
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"Islamabad Decla-
ration” will be
adopted at the
conclusion of the
conference. 1
arar high-
lighted that it is a




