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Quetta Sit-In Talks Make Progress as
Protest Committee Submits Final Demands
to Balochistan Government
QASEEM SHAH:

QUETTA: Negotiations be-
tween the Balochistan govern-
ment and the All Parties Be-
reaved Families Sit-In Com-
mittee made significant
progress on Wednesday after
the protest committee formally
handed over its finalized de-
mands to the provincial gov-
ernment during a meeting at
Khan House in Quetta.

The provincial
government’s delegation was

led by Balochistan Home Min-
ister Mir Ziaullah Langove and
included provincial ministers
and senior government offi-
cials.

The sit-in committee was
represented by members of
the bereaved families, repre-
sentatives of major nationalist
and religious political parties,
and family members of the
martyred police personnel.

During the meeting, the
protest committee presented
its finalized proposals aimed at
resolving the ongoing sit-in and

PM Shehbaz warns renewed
US-Iran conflict could hit

economy again
NEWS DESK:

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Thursday warned that the ad-
verse impact of fresh tensions in
the Middle East, triggered by the
recent US-Iran attacks, could hit
the country’s economy again.

The prime minister made
these remarks while presiding
over a meeting to review the im-
pact of regional tensions on
Pakistan’s economy and reports
on austerity and cost-saving
measures.

Balochistan ministers including Mir Ziaullah Langove, Saleem Khan Khoso and others during negotiations
with political parties representatives and heirs of martyred policemen: Photo Quetta Voice

South Airline launches first domestic flight from Quetta,
boosting Balochistan air connectivity

ALI HAMZA:

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhel on Thursday inau-
gurated South Airline's first
domestic flight from Quetta to
Turbat, describing the launch
as the beginning of a new era
of air connectivity for
Balochistan.

Addressing the inaugura-
tion ceremony, the governor
said Quetta and Turbat had
now been linked with all major
cities of Pakistan through the
new domestic flight service.
He added that flights from
Zhob and Panjgur would also
be launched soon to further
improve connectivity across
the province.

Calling the occasion a
"historic and proud moment"
for Pakistan and Balochistan,
Mandokhel said that within
nearly two years, the province
had witnessed the launch of
Quetta-Jeddah and Quetta-
Zahedan flights, and was now
celebrating the inauguration of
South Airline's first domestic
service.

"We envision a future
where every small and major
city of Pakistan is easily ac-
cessible for the people of
Balochistan," he said.

The governor urged the
Civil Aviation Authority and
South Airline to start flights

addressing the concerns of the
affected families.

According to participants,
the government delegation
agreed with most of the points
in principle but requested ad-
ditional time for internal con-
sultations before issuing a for-
mal response.

Following the discussions,
the government delegation left
Khan House to complete con-
sultations with the provincial
leadership on the proposed
framework.

The talks are being viewed

According to the PM Office,
the prime minister observed that
uncertainty in the region persists
and directed

all relevant authorities to re-
main fully prepared to address any
potential challenges.

He appreciated the public for
their wholehearted support dur-
ing the previous national auster-
ity and conservation campaign,
expressing his sincere gratitude.

The prime minister further
stated that Pakistan’s economy
was currently stable.

He directed that a compre-
hensive contingency plan be pre-
pared to enable timely action.

The premier also com-
mended the nation’s active par-
ticipation in the government’s fuel
and energy conservation cam-
paign.

PM Shehbaz noted that the
government’s timely and effec-
tive strategy had ensured efficient

management of the country’s fuel
supply situation.

He emphasised that the gov-
ernment had protected the inter-
ests of ordinary citizens, motor-
cycle riders, rickshaw drivers and
transport operators.

The prime minister further
said that the government’s sub-
sidies had effectively mitigated
the impact of fuel price increases
on the public.

He directed that, in coordi-
nation with provincial govern-
ments, strict action be taken
against those involved in creat-

ing artificial shortages of petro-
leum products.

However, Shehbaz warned
that “escalating regional tensions
could adversely affect Pakistan’s
economy in the future” and
stressed the importance of pre-
paredness.

The meeting was informed
that sufficient petroleum reserves
were available to meet the
country’s requirements and that
arrangements had been made to
ensure uninterrupted supplies in
the future.

The meeting was attended
by Federal Ministers Ahsan Iqbal,
Muhammad Aurangzeb, Al i
Pervaiz Malik, and Awais Khan
Leghari, Minister of State Bilal
Azhar Kayani,

Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister Tariq Bajwa, Governor
of the State Bank Jameel Ahmad,
and other senior government of-
ficials.

as an important step toward
resolving the impasse, with
both sides continuing efforts to
reach a mutually acceptable
agreement.

A final decision is ex-
pected after the government’s
consultation process is
completed.The sit-in, launched
by the bereaved families with
the support of political parties,
has drawn widespread atten-
tion in Balochistan, with pro-
testers demanding justice, ac-
countability, and action over
their concerns.

from Zhob to Dera Ismail
Khan, Islamabad and Multan,
as well as from Panjgur to
Karachi and Quetta at the ear-
liest.

Provincial Education Min-
ister Raheela Hameed Khan

Durrani said the people of
Balochistan had long faced dif-
ficulties travelling by air to
other parts of the country, add-
ing that South Airline had filled
a long-standing gap by improv-
ing domestic air links.

MPA Rehmat Saleh
Baloch also welcomed the
launch, saying improved air
travel would save passengers
time, provide safer transporta-
tion and strengthen regional
connectivity.

He called for early com-
mencement of flights from
Panjgur.

The ceremony was at-
tended by senior government
officials, South Airline repre-
sentatives, Civil Aviation offi-

cials and other dignitaries. Ear-
lier, Governor Mandokhel for-
mally inaugurated South
Airline's Quetta office and
flagged off the airline's first do-
mestic flight from Quetta to
Turbat.
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Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma
Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent
to global carbon emis-
sions, yet it consis-
tently ranks among the
countries most ex-
posed to climate-in-
duced disasters. This
imbalance is not
merely an environ-
mental concern; it re-
flects governance di-
lemma rooted in a
weak institutional co-
ordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and
water insecurity dem-
onstrate its far-reach-
ing global conse-
quences.

Since these im-
pacts transcend na-
tional borders, climate
change is inherently a
global challenge.
Along with other de-
veloping nations, Paki-
stan remains highly
vulnerable.

In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth
warmest year in the
last 64 years, with an
average temperature
of 23.52°C and rainfall
levels 31 percent
above the historical
average. This high-
lights the urgency of
collective international
action.

For Pakistan, how-
ever, climate vulner-
ability is compounded
by governance con-
straints. Fragmented
institutional coordina-
tion, weak policy

implementation, and
limited emphasis on
adaptation have re-
duced the state’s ca-
pacity to respond ef-
fectively. Conse-
quently, the climate
crisis in Pakistan re-
flects not only envi-
ronmental stress but
also persistent gover-
nance failures.

Climate change
refers to long-term
shifts in global
weather patterns and
temperatures, prima-
rily driven by human
activities. According
to United Nations
findings, excessive

greenhouse gas emis-
sions have intensified
heat retention in the
atmosphere. Gases
such as carbon diox-
ide, methane, and ni-
trous oxide have thick-
ened the atmospheric
blanket, largely due to
deforestation, fossil
fuel consumption, and
rapid industrialization.

One of the most
visible consequences
of climate change is
rising global tempera-
tures.

The Copernicus
Climate Change Ser-
vice reported that av-
erage global tempera-

tures in 2024 exceeded
pre-industrial levels by
1.52°C. This warming
has intensified
heatwaves, prolonged
droughts, and in-
creased wildfire risks.
Rising temperatures
have also disrupted
weather systems,
leading to irregular
rainfall, intense
storms, and stronger
hurricanes.

Another major
consequence is sea-
level rise. Oceans ab-
sorb nearly 90 percent
of excess heat caused
by greenhouse gas
emissions, leading to

thermal expansion. Si-
multaneously, melting
glaciers and ice sheets
contribute to rising sea
levels.

According to En-
cyclopedia Britannica,
global sea levels have
risen by approximately
21 to 25 centimeters
since 1880, threaten-
ing coastal livelihoods
and infrastructure.

Climate change
has also intensified
water scarcity, a
growing global con-
cern. Pakistan is al-
ready a water-
stressed country, and
climate variability has

further exacerbated
this challenge.

A report by the
Pakistan Institute of
Development Eco-
nomics places Paki-
stan among the most
water-risk-prone na-
tions. Water scarcity
places immense pres-
sure on agriculture, in-
dustry, and house-
holds, undermining
economic stability and
food security.

Despite contribut-
ing minimally to global
emissions, Pakistan
bears a disproportion-
ate share of climate-
related losses. The

Global Climate Risk
Index ranks Pakistan
among the most vul-
nerable countries to
climate change.

The 2022 floods
alone caused an esti-
mated economic loss
of $40 billion and
claimed at least 1,700
lives. More recently,
monsoon floods in
2025 resulted in over
1,000 deaths.

Given these reali-
ties, climate adaptation
is no longer an aca-
demic debate but a
strategic necessity.

Mitigation re-
mains essential to limit

future warming
through reduced
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Transitioning
from fossil fuels to re-
newable energy
sources such as solar,
wind, and hydropower
is critical.

Equally important
is adaptation. Since
climate impacts are
already unavoidable,
societies must
strengthen resilience.
Investment in climate-
resilient infrastructure,
improved urban plan-
ning, and effective
water management is
vital.

Global coopera-
tion remains the third
pillar of climate re-
sponse. Climate
change transcends
borders and requires
collective responsibil-
ity. Developed nations
must honor climate fi-
nance commitments
and support vulnerable
countries in adaptation
efforts.

For Pakistan, ef-
fective climate gover-
nance is central to re-
silience. Addressing
financing constraints,
strengthening legisla-
tion, improving fed-
eral–provincial coordi-
nation, and prioritizing
adaptation over rheto-
ric are critical steps.

Climate change
presents urgent chal-
lenges that demand
immediate action.
Without decisive re-
forms in climate gov-
ernance and a strate-
gic shift toward adap-
tation, Pakistan will
continue to pay an un-
just price for a crisis it
did little to create.

The author can be
reached at:
dinziaud19@gmail.com.

Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan Recognised
for Driving Governance Reforms in Balochistan

By Sheikh Abdul
Razaq:
QUETTA: The role of an
efficient bureaucracy re-
mains central to effec-
tive governance, par-
ticularly in provinces
facing complex adminis-
trative and developmen-
tal  challenges.  In
Balochistan, the recent
recognition of Chief Sec-
retary Balochistan,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, by
the provincial cabinet
and Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti during the
provincial budget ses-
sion has highlighted the
significance of strong
institutional leadership
in advancing gover-
nance reforms.

Governance experts
argue that while elected
governments provide
policy direction, suc-
cessful implementation
depends largely on a ca-
pable and professional
civil service.

In Balochistan,
where issues such as
vast geography, infra-
structure gaps, develop-
mental disparities,

and security con-
cerns continue to pose
challenges, an effective
administrative frame-
work is essential for sus-
tainable progress.

Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan,
widely regarded as an
experienced and compe-
tent civil servant, has
played a pivotal role in
enhancing interdepart-
mental coordination,
strengthening adminis-
trative efficiency, and
supporting the provin-
cial government’s reform
agenda.

His tenure has co-

incided with renewed ef-
forts by the Balochistan
government to promote
institutional reforms, fis-
cal discipline,

transparency, and
performance-based gov-
ernance.

Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has consis-
tently emphasized the
importance of gover-
nance reforms, institu-

tional strengthening,
and improved public
service delivery.

Analysts believe
that translating these
policy objectives into
tangible outcomes re-
quires a bureaucracy ca-
pable of aligning admin-
istrative priorities with
the government’s devel-
opment vision.

The formulation of

the provincial budget
served as a key example
of this collaborative
governance model.

Modern budget-
making extends beyond
financial accounting and
reflects a government’s
development priorities,
fiscal management strat-
egy, and long-term plan-
ning objectives.

 Effective budget

preparation requires
strong interdepartmental
coordination,  data-
driven decision-making,
and prudent allocation
of resources.

The acknowledg-
ment extended to Chief
Secretary Shakeel Qadir
Khan by both the pro-
vincial cabinet and the
Chief Minister on the
floor of the Balochistan

Assembly reflects a
broader recognition of
the critical role played by
the civil service in ensur-
ing policy implementa-
tion and institutional
continuity.

Observers note that
such recognition pro-
motes a culture of merit,
professionalism, and ac-
countability

within the public

sector, encouraging civil
servants to maintain
high standards of pub-
lic service.

B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s
unique governance land-
scape demands admin-
istrative foresight, con-
tinuity, and strategic
leadership.

Effective oversight
of development
projects, monitoring

mechanisms, depart-
mental coordination, and
accountability systems
remains vital for achiev-
ing sustainable devel-
opment goals across the
province.

Experts maintain
that institutional reforms
are ultimately measured
by their implementation.
Strong institutions are
built through consistent
leadership,

professionalism,
and efficient gover-
nance practices. Public
officials who uphold
these principles contrib-
ute significantly to
strengthening govern-
ment institutions and en-
hancing administrative
performance.

The recognition ac-
corded to Chief Secre-
tary Shakeel Qadir Khan
underscores the grow-
ing importance of a pro-
fessional and respon-
sive civil service in sup-
porting Balochistan’s
development agenda.

It also sends a posi-
tive message through-
out the bureaucracy that
dedication, competence,
and commitment to pub-
lic service continue to
be valued.

As Balochistan ad-
vances towards im-
proved governance and
sustainable develop-
ment, the partnership
between political leader-
ship and an effective ad-
ministrative structure
will remain essential.

The province’s
long-term progress will
depend not only on vi-
sionary policies but also
on the institutional ca-
pacity required to imple-
ment them successfully.
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Qila Abdullah Deputy Commissioner
Reviews Third-Day Performance
of FIPV Vaccination Campaign

Jaffarabad District Committee Reviews Child Protection
Referral System, Calls for Stronger Inter-Agency Coordination

Chaman District Health Committee
Reviews Healthcare Services, DC
Warns Against Staff Negligence

Lasbela Deputy Commissioner Inaugurates Expanded
BHU in Lyari Under BSDI Initiative

Quetta: Provincial Minister Slams Mir Ali Bugti’s Statement
as “Political Frustration” and “Sardari Arrogance”

JAFFARABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Khalid
Khan chaired a meeting
of the District Child Pro-
tection Referral System
Committee to review the
effectiveness of child
protection case manage-
ment and strengthen co-
ordination among agen-
cies responsible for safe-
guarding children's
rights. During the meet-
ing, participants con-
ducted a comprehensive
review of the child pro-
tection case manage-
ment and referral system,
identifying challenges
and gaps within existing
referral pathways.

The committee dis-
cussed measures to im-
prove inter-agency coor-
dination, information
sharing, and the delivery
of child protection ser-
vices, while also focus-
ing on enhancing the
capacity of relevant in-
stitutions and expand-
ing public awareness ini-
tiatives. Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-

Balochistan C&W Department Reviews Road Development
Projects for Usta Muhammad and Sohbatpur

Loralai DIG Junaid Ahmed
Sheikh Visits Sanjavi, Meets
Families of Martyred Police

Officers and Holds Police Darbar

Staff Reporter:
Q U E T T A :
Balochistan Provincial
Minister Haji Ali
Madad Jattak has
strongly reacted to re-
cent statements made
by Nawab
Muhammad Mir Ali
Bugti, dismissing them
as contrary to facts, a
product of political
desperation, and fu-
eled by “Sardari arro-
gance.”
     In a press state-
ment, Jattak accused
Bugti of trying to gain
cheap popularity by
leveling baseless alle-
gations against the
democratic provincial
government and the
Chief Minister of
Balochistan.

”Two Decades
of Absence”

Launching a
scathing critique, Haji
Ali Madad Jattak la-
beled Nawab Mir Ali

Bugti as “highly in-
competent,”

 pointing out that
he has allegedly not
even visited his an-

cestral area of Dera
Bugti in the last 22
years.

”A person who
has not stood by his

LASBELA: Deputy
Commissioner Humaira
Baloch inaugurated
newly constructed addi-
tional rooms at the Ba-
sic Health Unit (BHU) in
Sub-Tehsil Lyari, devel-
oped under the
Balochistan Special De-
velopment Initiative
(BSDI), as part of ongo-
ing efforts to strengthen
primary healthcare ser-
vices in the district.

During her visit, the
Deputy Commissioner
inspected various sec-
tions of the health facil-
ity, reviewing the qual-
ity of medical services,
staff attendance, and
overall administrative ar-
rangements to ensure ef-
ficient healthcare deliv-
ery.

A highlight of the
inauguration ceremony
was Deputy Commis-
sioner Humaira Baloch’s
decision to have the rib-

QUETTA: Secretary of
the Balochistan Commu-
nications and Works
(C&W) Department,
Babar Khan, chaired a
key meeting of the De-
partmental Sub-Commit-
tee (DSC) to review pro-
posed road infrastruc-
ture projects for the dis-
tricts of Usta
Muhammad and
Sohbatpur.

The meeting was
held as part of the pro-
vincial government's
ongoing drive to accel-
erate the implementation
of development
schemes under the vi-
sion of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, the di-
rectives of Provincial
Minister for Communi-
cations and Works Mir
Saleem Ahmed Khosa,
and the supervision of
Secretary Babar Khan.

The department has
been conducting daily
DSC meetings to expe-
dite approval and execu-

tion of development
projects across
Balochistan.

The meeting was
attended by Chief Engi-
neer Nasirabad Zone
Muhammad Bashir
Nasir, officials from the
Planning and Develop-
ment (P&D) Department,
the Finance Depart-
ment,  and the con-
cerned Executive Engi-
neers.

During the session,
participants conducted
a comprehensive review
of several proposed road
development schemes
in Usta Muhammad and
Sohbatpur. Officials pre-
sented detailed brief-

ings on the feasibility
studies,  estimated
project costs, technical
specifications, and pro-
posed completion
timelines.

The committee em-
phasized that all ongoing
and future projects
should be completed
within the stipulated
timeframe while main-
taining the highest con-
struction standards to
improve road safety and
provide better transpor-
tation facilities for the
public. The Departmen-
tal Sub-Committee rec-
ommended the approval
of several new road in-
frastructure projects, in-

cluding schemes for the
construction, rehabilita-
tion, and maintenance of
roads in both districts.

It was also decided
that all legal, administra-
tive, and technical for-
malities for the approved
projects would be com-
pleted without delay to
enable construction
work to commence as
soon as possible.

Addressing the
meeting, Secretary Babar
Khan underscored the
importance of transpar-
ency, quality assurance,
and timely completion in
all  development
projects.

He directed the

concerned officials to
further strengthen moni-
toring and supervision
mechanisms, warning
that negligence, poor
performance, or unnec-
essary delays would not
be tolerated.

He reiterated the
department's commit-
ment to delivering qual-
i ty infrastructure
projects that enhance
regional connectivity,
improve public services,
and contribute to the
socio-economic devel-
opment of Balochistan.

Balochistan Com-
munications and Works
Department,  Babar
Khan, Usta Muhammad
road projects, Sohbatpur
development projects,
road infrastructure
Balochistan, C&W De-
partment, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti,  Mir Saleem
Ahmed Khosa, Depart-
mental Sub-Committee,
road construction Paki-
stan.

bon cut by the BHU’s
Lady Health Visitor
(LHV), recognizing and
encouraging the vital
role of women in the
healthcare sector.

Speaking at the cer-
emony, Humaira Baloch
said the newly con-
structed rooms would
significantly enhance
the BHU’s capacity, en-
abling the facility to pro-
vide improved, timely,
and quality healthcare
services to residents of

the area.
She reaffirmed the

district administration’s
commitment to upgrad-
ing healthcare infra-
structure,  improving
medical facilities, and
ensuring that public
health institutions oper-
ate according to modern
standards.

Following the inau-
guration, the Deputy
Commissioner met with
staff members of the Ba-
sic Health Unit and Res-

cue 1122, discussing
their performance, pub-
lic services, and opera-
tional challenges.

PPHI District Man-
ager Dr. Malik Mansoor
briefed the Deputy Com-
missioner on the BHU’s
ongoing healthcare ac-
tivit ies, staff atten-
dance, available medical
facilities, and key issues
requiring attention.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Humaira Baloch
instructed the con-

cerned officials to en-
sure that patients are
treated with respect,
compassion, and profes-
sionalism, while main-
taining an uninterrupted
supply of essential medi-
cines. She warned that
negligence or careless-
ness in delivering
healthcare services
would not be tolerated.

During the visit, lo-
cal elders and commu-
nity members also met
with the Deputy Com-
missioner to highlight
various civic issues fac-
ing the area. She assured
them that the district ad-
ministration would ad-
dress their concerns on
a priority basis.

The visit was at-
tended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Siraj Ahmed Baloch, Dis-
trict Health Officer Dr.
Syed Fareedullah Shah
Hashmi.

QILA ABDULLAH:
Deputy Commissioner
Munawar Hussain
Magsi chaired an
evening review meeting
at the District Emer-
gency Operations Cen-
ter (DEOC) to assess the
performance of the third
day of the Fractional In-
activated Polio Vaccine
(FIPV) campaign and re-
view progress toward

achieving full immuniza-
tion coverage across the
district.

The meeting was
attended by District
Health Officer Dr. Abdul
Salam Khoso, PPHI Dis-
trict Manager Zia-ur-
Rehman, Polio Officer
Dr. Ahmed Jamali, SBCC
Officer Abdul Basit
Achakzai, District Com-
munication Officer Dr.
Daulat Khan Kakar, and
other relevant officials.

During the meeting,
participants reviewed
the campaign's

progress, including the
number of children vac-
cinated, team perfor-
mance, vaccination cov-
erage, and operational
challenges encountered
in the field.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Munawar
Hussain Magsi directed
all concerned depart-
ments to ensure that ev-
ery eligible child re-

and field staff for their
continued efforts in
implementing the cam-
paign.

He reaffirmed the
district administration's
commitment to working
closely with the Govern-
ment of Balochistan and
the National Polio Eradi-
cation Programme to uti-
lize all available re-
sources in achieving the

shared goal of making
Qila Abdullah a polio-
free district.

Qila Abdullah FIPV
campaign, Deputy Com-
missioner Munawar
Hussain Magsi, polio
vaccination Pakistan,
FIPV vaccination, DEOC
Qila Abdullah, National
Polio Eradication
Programme, PPHI
Balochistan, child immu-
nization, Health Depart-
ment Balochistan, Qila
Abdullah news, polio-
free Pakistan, vaccina-
tion campaign.

ceives the vaccine on
time, emphasizing that
no child should be left
out of the immunization
campaign.

He also instructed
officials to further
strengthen monitoring
and supervision mecha-
nisms to improve field
performance.

The Deputy Com-
missioner appreciated
the dedication and hard
work of polio workers,
the Health Department,
PPHI,

security agencies,

QUETTA: Deputy In-
spector General (DIG) of
Police Loralai Range,
Junaid Ahmed Sheikh,
visited Sanjavi, where
he met the families of
police personnel
martyred in the Mangi
Dam incident, offered
condolences, and later
chaired a Police Darbar
to address the concerns
of serving officers.

During his visit, the
DIG expressed sympa-
thy with the bereaved

sacrifices made by fallen
officers.

He emphasized that
the morale of the police
force remains high and
reaffirmed that the police
will continue to stand on
the front lines in the
fight against terrorism to
protect the country and
its citizens.

The DIG assured
the families of the mar-
tyrs that they are not
alone and that the Police
Department will con-

ment to providing con-
tinued support and wel-
fare assistance to the
families of police mar-
tyrs. Later, DIG Junaid
Ahmed Sheikh presided
over a Police Darbar in
Sanjavi, where police of-
ficers and personnel pre-
sented their profes-
sional and administra-
tive concerns.

After listening to
the issues raised, the
DIG issued on-the-spot
directives for the imme-

CHAMAN:  Deputy
Commissioner Habib
Ahmed Bangalzai
chaired a meeting of the
District Health Commit-
tee to review the overall
performance of
healthcare facilities and
strengthen the delivery
of medical services
across Chaman district.

The meeting was
attended by Medical Su-
perintendent Dr.
Muhammad Owais,
Head of PPHI Chaman
Akram Khan Achakzai,
and other senior offi-
cials from the Health
Department.

During the meeting,

participants conducted a
detailed review of the
performance of Basic
Health Units (BHUs),
Rural Health Centers
(RHCs), and public hos-

pitals across
the district. Discus-

sions focused on
healthcare infrastruc-
ture, attendance of medi-
cal staff, vaccination
services, and the quality
of healthcare being pro-
vided to the public.

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Habib Ahmed
Bangalzai directed all
doctors and healthcare
workers to ensure regu-
lar attendance and per-
form their duties with
professionalism and
commitment.

He stressed that no
negligence in the provi-

sion of quality
healthcare services
would be tolerated.

The Deputy Com-
missioner further warned
that strict departmental

missioner Khalid Khan
emphasized that child
protection remains one
of the government's top
priorities, stating that
ensuring every child has
access to a safe envi-
ronment, timely legal
and social protection,
and their fundamental
rights is a shared re-
sponsibility of all con-
cerned departments.

He directed offi-
cials to ensure that all

child protection cases
are handled promptly,
transparently, and effec-
tively, while strengthen-
ing coordination among
institutions to improve
response mechanisms
and protect children's
rights at every level.

The Deputy Com-
missioner also called for
practical measures to
make the district's child
protection system more
efficient, integrated, and

responsive to the needs
of vulnerable children.

Reaffirming the dis-
trict administration's
commitment, Khalid
Khan said every pos-
sible support would be
provided to strengthen
the District Child Protec-
tion Referral System, im-
prove institutional col-
laboration, and ensure
effective protection ser-
vices for children across
Jaffarabad. Jaffarabad

child protection, Deputy
Commissioner Khalid
Khan, Child Protection
Referral System, child
welfare Balochistan,
child protection commit-
tee, child rights Pakistan,
case management, inter-
agency coordination,
district administration
Jaffarabad, social pro-
tection, public aware-
ness, Jaffarabad news,
Balochistan child protec-
tion.

action would be taken, in
accordance with the law,
against any employee
found absent from duty
or negligent in carrying
out official responsibili-
ties.

He reaffirmed the
district administration's
commitment to improv-
ing public healthcare
services and ensuring
that residents of Chaman
receive timely, efficient,
and quality medical care.

Chaman health
committee meeting,
Deputy Commissioner
Habib Ahmed Bangalzai,
Chaman healthcare ser-
vices, BHUs Chaman,

RHCs Balochistan, PPHI
Chaman, public health
Balochistan, vaccina-
tion services, medical
staff attendance,
Chaman hospitals.

families, offered prayers
for the departed offic-
ers, and paid tribute to
their sacrifice in the line
of duty.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Junaid Ahmed
Sheikh said that martyr-
dom is one of the high-
est honors bestowed by
Almighty Allah, adding
that the nation and the
police department take
immense pride in the

tinue to stand by them
during every difficult
time.

He said the
martyred officers sacri-
ficed their lives in de-
fense of the nation and
for the protection of the
public, describing their
courage and dedication
as a source of pride for
the entire country.

He reiterated the
department’s commit-

diate resolution of sev-
eral matters and assured
officers that their welfare
remains a top priority.

He stressed that ad-
dressing the problems
faced by police person-
nel in a timely manner is
essential for improving
their morale and en-
abling them to perform
their duties more effec-
tively in maintaining law
and order.

own tribe or the
people of his region
during their times of
grief and joy has no
moral authority to criti-

cize others,” Jattak re-
marked.

A Clash of
Politics and
Tradition
The minister em-

phasized that the pro-
vincial government re-
mains fully committed
to the development of
Balochistan and will
not be distracted by
the personal griev-
ances of feudal fig-
ures.

Analysts view this
sharp exchange as a
reflection of the ongo-
ing tension between
Balochistan’s tradi-
tional tribal elite (the
Sardari system) and
the mainstream demo-
cratic leadership rep-
resenting the province.

No official re-
sponse has been is-
sued by Nawab Mir
Ali Bugti’s spokesper-
son regarding the
minister’s remarks.
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Cop martyred, 10 others injured in attack on
Bannu's Miryan police station

Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) issues red alert
over 651,000 zero-dose children

Karachi court grants police
7-day physical remand of 3

suspects in Dr Akash murder case

Frontline communities face longer wait for funds

LHC approves transport monetisation policy, allows judicial
officers to purchase allotted vehicles at depreciated price

NEWS DESK: The Pa-
kistan Medical Associa-
tion has issued an urgent
national red alert after
clinical and epidemio-
logical data revealed
that Pakistan holds a
catastrophically high
volume of “zero-dose”
children in the World
Health Organisation’s
Eastern Mediterranean
Region.

Zero-dose children
are those who have not
received the first dose of
the diphtheria-tetanus-
pertussis-containing
vaccine (DTP1).

With 651,000 infants
completely bypassed by
routine immunisation
systems, the representa-
tive body of the medical
fraternity warns that the
country is sitting on an
epidemiological powder
keg, facing an imminent,
large-scale resurgence
of preventable child-
hood mortality.

The association
formally declared the
milestone a National
Public Health Emer-
gency, warning that the
immunity gap has
breached the threshold

required to maintain
herd immunity, exposing
the entire region to un-
controlled outbreaks.

“From a clinical and
public health perspec-
tive, the presence of
over half a million zero-
dose children represents
a systemic collapse of
primary preventive

healthcare,” PMA Secre-
tary-General Dr Abdul
Ghafoor Shoro said.

“Behind these dev-
astating figures lies a
deeper, systemic rot that
has hollowed out the

nation’s healthcare
framework.”

According to the
latest WHO regional epi-
demiological data, 90pc
of all zero-dose children
in the region are concen-
trated in five countries:
Sudan, Yemen, Afghani-
stan, Pakistan and Soma-
lia.

While Sudan,
Yemen and Somalia are
grappling with active
wars, extreme violence
or total state collapse,
Pakistan’s inclusion in
this bracket is primarily

driven by administrative
negligence and gover-
nance failure.

“For a non-conflict
nation to harbor 14pc of
the entire region’s zero-
dose children is an un-
acceptable failure of
governance,” Shoro
said.

The PMA pointed

to critical failures and
structural corruption
contributing to the cri-
sis.

These include
nepotism in administra-
tive appointments, weak-

ened Expanded
Programme on
Immunisation frame-
works, chronic failure to
establish secure net-
works to reach remote
territories, and a failure
to proactively counter
vaccine hesitancy.

“ Acc u mu l a t i n g
651,000 zero-dose chil-
dren is a direct conse-
quence of decades of
corrupt practices, admin-
istrative neglect, and a
complete lack of political
will from successive
governments who do
not prioritise the health
of this nation,” the PMA
stated. To combat the cri-
sis, the association de-
manded an audit of all
funds allocated to pro-
vincial EPI and health
departments, ensuring
financial transparency,
eliminating kickbacks in
procurement and hold-
ing negligent adminis-
trators accountable.

The PMA also de-
manded that provincial
and federal leadership
declare routine
immunisation a non-ne-
gotiable national secu-
rity priority.

NEWS DESK: A police
official was martyred
while six security per-
sonnel and four civilians
were injured after terror-
ists attacked a police sta-
t ion in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Bannu
district last night, police
said on Thursday.

On Wednesday
night, attackers had at-
tempted to ram a vehicle
loaded with explosives
into Miryan Police Sta-
tion, triggering a power-
ful blast, which was fol-
lowed by a prolonged
exchange of fire between
the terrorists and police
personnel.

According to po-
lice, the terrorists at-
tempted to storm the po-
lice station immediately
after the attack. How-
ever, police and security
forces responded
promptly, successfully
foiling their plans.

Police official Noor
Jamal Khan, who was
critically injured in the
attack, succumbed to his
injuries, Bannu police
said in an official state-
ment on Thursday.

Six security person-
nel and four civilians re-
main under treatment for
their injuries, the state-
ment added.

The statement said
the intense exchange of
fire following the at-
tempted attack had re-
sulted in several casual-
ties among the terrorists.
The statement, which
did not specify the num-
ber of injured and killed
terrorists, added that
some of the terrorists
also managed to flee un-
der the cover of dark-
ness.

The funeral prayers
for the martyred police
official, Jamal, were of-
fered with full official
honours at the Bannu
Police Lines. The funeral
was attended by Bannu
District Police Officer
(DPO) Furqan Bilal, Re-
gional Police Officer
(RPO) Rabnawaz Khan
and senior police offic-
ers.

On Wednesday, be-
fore trying to attack
Miryan Police Station,
terrorists had reportedly
also blown up a previ-
ously damaged bridge
leading to the station in
an apparent attempt to
obstruct reinforcement
and rescue teams.

Bannu district has
been the scene of re-
peated security inci-
dents in recent months,
with both civilians and
local security forces
coming under attack
amid a broader surge in
violence.

Last month, a
sweeper serving at the
police station, identified

as Mali Gul, was alleg-
edly abducted by uni-
dentified armed men
while on his way to of-
fer prayers at a local
mosque.

On February 16, at
least two people were
killed and 17 others in-
jured in a powerful explo-
sion near Miryan Police
Station. Police sources
said the blast took place
near shops located near
the station.

In 2025, Miryan Po-
lice Station had been tar-
geted by quadcopters
five times within a month.

Terrorism incidents
in Bannu, including at-
tacks on police and jirga
members, have
prompted targeted op-
erations by police and
security forces in vari-
ous localities to disrupt
terror networks.

CM condemns
Bannu, Lower Dir inci-
dents

KP Chief Minister
Sohail Afridi strongly
condemned the Bannu
attack and another inci-

dent in Lower Dir, where
two policemen were
martyred and 16 others
were injured after com-
ing under attack during
a search-and-strike op-
eration.

In a statement, CM
Afridi paid tribute to the
martyred personnel and
expressed his condo-
lences to the bereaved
families. He also directed
the authorit ies con-
cerned to provide the
injured with the best
possible medical facili-
ties. “The sacrifices of
KP in the war against
terrorism are unforget-
table,” he said, adding
that such “cowardly
acts” could not lower
their morale.

“The provincial
government is commit-
ted to the complete
eradication of terrorism,
the protection of the
public’s lives and prop-
erty, and providing ev-
ery possible assistance
to the martyrs’ families,”
the CM was quoted as
saying.

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
and other climate-vul-
nerable countries will
have to wait longer for
disbursements from the
Fund for Responding to
Loss and Damage
(FRLD) after its board
decided to allow more
time to assess an over-
whelming number of
funding proposals amid
limited financial re-
sources.

The ninth meeting
of the FRLD Board, held
in Manila from July 8 to
10, ended without mak-
ing any significant head-
way — a development
that drew criticism from
civil society groups,
which said the Fund was
failing vulnerable com-
munities increasingly
expo-sed to climate-re-
lated disasters.

The Fund was es-
tablished at COP27 in
Egypt in 2022.

A decision to
operationalise it was
taken at COP28 in Dubai,
followed by its full
operationalisation at
COP29 in Azerb-aijan.
With nearly $500m in its
account, the Fund
launched its first call for
proposals at COP30 in
Brazil.

The call resulted in
176 funding requests
from 119 developing
countries, with a com-
bined funding demand
of $2.8 billion — more
than 11 times the $250
million allocated for dis-
bursement, according to
the Fill the Fund civil so-
ciety group.

The average
amount requested per
proposal is about
$15.9m, ranging from
$5m to $20m, according
to an FRLD document.

At the Manila meet-
ing, the board had been
expected to consider
proposals from Haiti, Ja-
maica, Nigeria and Ivory
Coast to determine their
funding requests and
establish procedures for
future grants.

However, the deci-
sion has now been de-
ferred until December
2026 because a large

number of proposals
have yet to be reviewed.

Civil society activ-
ist and Fill the Fund
campaign member
Harjeet Singh said the
four proposals alone ac-
counted for about 30 per
cent of the initial $250m
allocation.

 The board, he said,
was “hesitant to give
away such an amount of
money without looking
at the full basket of pro-
posals”.

According to
sources familiar with the
matter, the board had in-
tended to review and
approve the four pro-
posals to streamline its
approval and disburse-
ment procedures. How-
ever, a final decision was

deferred because the
vast majority of the 176
submissions had not yet
undergone review.

“June 15 was the
deadline for submis-
sions, and on that day
alone the board received
almost 100 requests,”
said Ali Tauqeer Sheikh,
P a k i s t a n ’ s
rep-r-e-sentative on the
FRLD Board.

At present, only a
handful of proposals
have undergone an ini-
tial review, he said, add-
ing that the board hopes
to assess about two-
thirds of the

proposals by De-
cember before begin-
ning disbursements. He
said it was expected that
around a dozen funding
requests

would be approved
at the 10th board meet-
ing, particularly if an ad-
ditional $100m was
added to the funding
pool.

The projects will be
approved under the two-
year pilot phase, known
as the Barbados Imple-
mentation Mechanism
(BIM), for which $250m

has been allocated.
However, less than

$500m has actually been
received by the Fund to
date, according to Bran-
don Wu, who oversees
policy and campaigns at
ActionAid USA.

In a statement, the
Fill the Fund campaign
said the $342m “now al-
located to the BIM will
still only

cover 12pc of the
$2.8bn requested, fund-
ing at most approxi-
mately 22 funding re-
quests at an average of
$15m per request”.

Three Pakistani
proposals

Pakistan, which fre-
quently experiences
devastating floods and
heatwaves,  has also
submitted three propos-
als to the FRLD. Official
sources told Dawn that
one proposal had com-
pleted peer review and
the country had re-
ceived encouraging
feedback, while com-
ments on a second pro-
posal for climate-resil-
ient health systems in
Balochistan were still
awaited.

NEWS DESK: A judicial
magistrate on Thursday
granted police week-
long physical remand of
three suspects in the
murder case of a young
doctor that drew wide-
spread condemnation.

Dr Akash Kumar, a
doctor at the Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical
Centre (JPMC), was
killed on Monday after
robbers intercepted his
vehicle near Teen Talwar
and escaped with
around Rs2 million that
he was carrying after
withdrawing cash from a
private bank. Three sus-
pects were later arrested
in connection with the
murder and robbery.

The three men were
presented before South
Judicial Magistrate
Zahid Ali on Thursday.
Prosecutor Abdul Latif
appeared on behalf of
the state and supported
the investigating
officer’s (IO) request for
the suspects’ physical
remand.

Seeking the sus-
pects’ 14-day physical
remand, the IO con-
tended that more accom-
plices of those arrested,

NEWS DESK: The
Lahore High Court
(LHC) has introduced a
new Transport
Monetisation Policy al-
lowing judicial officers
across Punjab’s district
judiciary to purchase
their officially allotted
vehicles at depreciated
prices. According to a
notification issued by
the LHC registrar, the
policy was approved by
Lahore High Court Chief
Justice Aalia Neelum in
pursuance of the deci-
sions of the National Ju-
dicial (Policy Making)
Committee (NJPMC) and
the Punjab cabinet.

The policy has
taken effect retrospec-
tively from July 1, 2026.

Under the new
policy, judicial officers
will no longer receive
official fuel, mainte-
nance, or driver facilities
for personal use.

Instead, they will be
paid a monthly transport
monetisation allowance
— the rates of which will
be determined by the
competent authority
and revised periodically
in line with fuel prices
and economic condi-

tions. A key feature of
the policy is that judicial
officers have been given
the option to purchase
the official vehicles cur-
rently allotted to them at
a depreciated lump-sum
price. Officers who de-
cline the offer will be re-
quired to surrender their
vehicles immediately to
the concerned district
and sessions judge.

The notification
stated that the depreci-
ated value of the vehicles
would be calculated by
applying a depreciation
rate of 15 per cent in the
first year and 10pc for
each subsequent year to
the original purchase
price.

However, the sale
price cannot fall below
Rs200,000 for vehicles
up to 1000cc and
Rs250,000 for vehicles
with an engine capacity
of 1300cc and above, it
added.

Under the policy,
payment for the vehicles
must be made in a single
lump sum through a pay
order or demand draft in
favour of the LHC regis-
trar. Eligible officers
must also submit a for-

mal undertaking accept-
ing the terms of the pur-
chase.

green number plates
must be surrendered,
while all re-registration,

Lahore High Court are
eligible to purchase
them.

After purchasing
the vehicles, judicial of-
ficers will be required to
register them as private
vehicles.

Government regis-
tration numbers and

including a woman,
needed to be traced.

He added that the
motorcycles and car
used in the incident were
yet to be recovered, as
well as the stolen money.
Police on Wednesday
said they had seized a
white Suzuki Alto alleg-
edly used by the sus-
pects to flee, mobile
phones and three pis-
tols. Subsequently, the
court approved a seven-
day physical remand of
the suspects. Mean-
while, the IO also filed a
request for their identi-
fication parade.

The kil l ing had
sparked widespread out-
rage within the medical
community, with doctors

staging protests at the
JPMC, where Dr Kumar
served as a house of-
ficer. The Pakistan Medi-
cal Association (PMA)
also condemned the kill-
ing, describing it as evi-
dence of the deteriorat-
ing law and order situa-
tion in Karachi.

Sindh Home Minis-
ter Ziaul Hassan Lanjar,
along with Karachi
Mayor Barrister Murtaza
Wahab and Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Javed Alam Odho, met
with the family of the
deceased doctor on
Tuesday to express their
condolences.

The home minister
and IGP assured the
family that all suspects
involved in the tragic
incident would be
brought to justice, say-
ing that the case was
being investigated thor-
oughly on merit.

In a press release on
Wednesday, police said
that the arrested sus-
pects belonged to a gang
involved in robberies
and street crimes across
Karachi and had criminal
records,  adding that
raids were under way to

arrest their remaining ac-
complices.

Security guard re-
leased Separately, South
Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) Asad Raza
confirmed to Dawn that
a private security guard
deputed at the bank who
was detained earlier had
been released.

According to the
police, the guard, upon
seeing the muggers, had
opened fire, while the
robbers also retaliated.
During the crossfire, a
bullet struck Dr Kumar
in the chest.

On Tuesday, DIG
Raza told Dawn that a
police forensic report
confirmed that the bul-
let which struck the de-

ceased doctor was fired
from the pistol of the
guard, who also admit-
ted that he fired in “self-
defence”.

The DIG also said
the police may not press
charges against the held
guard.

In the first informa-
tion report (FIR), Sanjay
Kumar, who accompa-
nied Dr Akash and his fa-
ther Sri Chand, said the
victim was shot by one
of the robbers.

In Wednesday’s
press release, the police
claimed that the arrested
suspects told investiga-
tors during initial inter-
rogation that they were
involved in the doctor’s
killing.

They reportedly
said that they had moni-
tored the victim before
the robbery and had an
accomplice inside the
first bank from where
Akash had withdrawn
Rs5 million, who alerted
them about the doctor’s
movement.

In a press confer-
ence a day ago, DIG Raza
identified the arrested
suspects as Suresh, Ram
Chand and Anil, who he

said had been residing in
Karachi for a consider-
able time but hailed from
Daharki, Thul and
Naushahro Feroze.

Replying to a ques-
tion, he ruled out per-
sonal enmity as a reason
for the murder.

A case for Dr
Akash’s murder was reg-
istered at Karachi’s Frere
Hall Police Station on
Tuesday, according to a
copy of the FIR seen by
Dawn. The FIR was reg-
istered on the complaint
of Dr Akash’s cousin,
Sanjay Kumar, under
Sections 34 (acts done
by several persons in
furtherance of a common
intention), 397 (robbery
or dacoity.

transfer and applicable
taxes will be borne by the
purchasing officer.

The policy clarifies
that only officers who
have been officially al-
lotted vehicles by the


