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Govt to fix fuel prices daily due
to renewed hostilities in Persian
Gulf: petroleum minister

NEWS DESK:

Petroleum Minister Ali Pervaiz
Malik on Friday said that fuel
prices would now be fixed on a
daily basis due to fluctuations in
international market prices follow-
ing renewed hostilities between
Iran and the US.

The government has been
announcing weekly revisions to
fuel prices since early March,
alongside measures for the con-
servation of fuel amid possible oil
supply disruptions due to the on-

going conﬂlcl in Lhe Middle East.

The federal government in April
also announced targeted relief
measures to provide subsidised

" Addressing a press confer-
ence alongside Information Min-
ister Attaullah Tarar, Malik
thanked the nation on behalf of
the government, who he said
have “patiently tried to bear the
burden of this war”.

He noted that despite the ef-
forts of Chief of Defence Forces
(CDF) and Chief of Army Staff
Field Marshal Asim Munir and
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, the
US-Iran war seemed to be esca-
lating in the region.

The petroleum minister
stated that the Cabinet and prime
minister had decided to give the
Oil and Gas Regulatory Author-
ity©Og)

the responsibility to decide
the fuel prices on a daily basis,
based on the international mar-

ket.

He added that Ogra would
“not just publish the fuel rates
on its website that are used to
determine prices, but also pub-
lish the factors leading to the price
that we see in each petrol pump”.

Malik stated that although
the decision would surely add a
burden on citizens, they would
see how it was necessary for the
state.

He said that the decision was
part of the government’s decision
to make the system more trans-
parent, so that people could un-

derstand why increasing fuel
prices were inevitable.

He also noted that there had
been “a lot of discussion™ on the
imposition of petroleum and cli-
mate levies by the government,
and the prime minister’s promise
that any price reductions would
directly benefit the natio

The government is still de-
termined to deliver on its prom-
ise,” he said.

He said that the price of die-
sel dropped from Rs520 to the
range of Rs300 today, and simi-
larly a huge price reduction of

570-80 was seen for petrol when
it happened in the international
markets.

He also noted that the petrol
levy and the carbon support levy
on petrol and diesel were still low
today.

The minister said that the
government was working on

transparency and reducing the
burden of indirect taxation.
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Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti chairing an important session, photo DGPR.

CM Balochistan Expands Women
Entrepreneurship Program After S00
Women Complete Training

News Desk:

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has announced that
the provincial government will
expand the Balochistan Women
Entrepreneurship Development
Program following the success-
ful completion of its first phase
by 500 women, reamrmmg his

ward improving women’s partici-
pation in the provincial economy.
He said empowering women
through entrepreneurship, digital
skills, and self-employment op-
portunities remains one of the
government’s highest priorities.
Bugti said the first phase of
the program equipped women
from various districts of
Balochistan with practical train-

province and the country.
The chief minister said the

Development Department, and all
partner msutuuons and teams for
ing the

full
in the talent and potential of
Balochistan’s women and will
continue creating an enabling en-
vironment for their

program. He said their cfforts
would play an important role in
promoting women's economic in-

and business development. He
added that similar initiatives
would be expanded to reach more
women across the province, cre-
for

entre-
preneurship, and supporting
long-term  prosperity  in
Balochistan.

The Balochistan Women En-
ip D Pro-

ingin usiness - ating greater
<lrengthenmgw0men 'seconomic  planning, and the use  skill 3
mpowerment an of digital Henoted ship, and sustainable employ-
ship. that these skills would enable par- ment.

Congratulating the gradu-
ates in a message posted on X,
the chief minister described the
initiative as a landmark step to-

ticipants to establish their own
businesses, become financially
independent, and contribute to
economic growth in both the

Mir Sarfraz Bugti also appre-
ciated Adviser to the Women De-
velopment Department Dr.
Rubaba Khan Buledi, the Women

gram is aimed at enhancing
women’s business capabilities
through modern training, helping
them access self-employment op-
portunities and participate more
actively in the province’s eco-
nomic development.

Families of crew aboard crashed K2 Airways cargo plane
push for international help to find black boxes

NEWS DESK:

Relatives of the five crew mem-
bers aboard a Boeing 737 cargo
plane that crashed into the Ara-
bian Sea offKarachi last week are
urging an international search ef-
fort to find the flight recorders to
determine the cause.

Debris from the K2 Airways
freighter was recovered shortly
after the July 7 crash, but the wa-
ter in the area is about 3 000 metres
deep.

Finding the “black boxes™
would require a costly underwa-
ter search likely to need foreign
assistance, according to aviation
experts familiar with deepwater
crashes such as Air France 447 in

The locator beacons on the
27-year-old plane were designed
to transmit pings for only 30 days.

Recovering the recorders
could show whether a navigation
system issue reported shortly
before the crash was linked to a
navigation component that rela-
tives say was replaced before the
flight.

The Pakis-tan Airports Au-
thority has not provided an up-
date on the search operation for
a week, and an industrial com-
pany with underwater search ex-
pertise told Reuters it had not
heard of any requests by Paki-
stan for assistance from foreign
companies or navies.

“The search has to continue,
and whatever resources can be
deployed, locally and internation-
ally, should be deployed,” Yashib

Rizwan, the eldest son of Captain
Rizwan Idris, told Reuters.

“For us, a transparent inves

tigation is key he said.

ngineer Muhammad Arif
Siddiqui’s son, Abdur Rafay
Siddiqui, also called for interna-
tional assistance if needed.

Both families have held fu-
neral prayers after losing hope
that the bodies would be recov-
ered.

The government has not re-
sponded to questions about
whether it will seek foreign assis
tance to search for the plane.

K2, which lost ts only plane
in the crash, has not responded
to requests for comment.

Navigational system issue

The pilots reported a navi-
gational system issue at 9:18 pm
while flying to Karachi from
Sharjah in the United Arab Emir-

ates, the PAA said last week.
al air traffic control tried

to guide it, but three minutes later,
radar systems showed the plane
descending rapidly and commu-
nication was lost, it sai

Flightradar24 data “showed
the plane plunged about 5,000
feet in less than a minute, climbed
about 6,000 feet in 30 seconds and
then entered a catastrophic dive
from 36,550 feet.

The plane spent about 10
days in Sharjah before the flight
while the pilots awaited a replace-
ment part from the US after a
maintenance fault, said Ghulam
Nabi, the father-in-law of co-pi-
lot Faisal Jatoi.

One of the plane’s two iner-
tial reference units (IRUs), which
feed information on the aircraft’s
position, speed and orientation
to the cockpit displays, was re-

placed in Sharjah, the captain’s
son Yashib Rizwan sai

“If you have a problem with
your IRU, you just can’t rely upon
the instruments,” said John
Goglia, a former US National
Transportation Safety Board
member, adding that pilots flying
at night over the ocean without
visual references could struggle
to determine the aircraft’s orien-
tation.

Aircraft accidents are usually
caused by multiple factors, and it
remains unclear whether the re-
placement of the IRU is related to
the crash.

An inertial reference system
malfunction contributed to the
2007 Adam Air crash in Indone-
sia, where investigators found the
pilots became fixated on trouble-
shooting erroneous information,
failed to notice a steep right bank
and lost control before the air-
craft plunged into the sea, killing
all 102 people aboard.

Pings from the Adam Air
black boxes were detected about
three weeks after the crash in a
search aided by the US Navy, but
recovering the recorders from
about 2,000m of water took a
months-long multimillion-dollar
effort using a specialised remotely
operated vehicle.

US aviation expert Todd
Curtis said on the “Flight Safety
Detectives” podcast that Pakistan
was unlikely to mount a similar
recovery operation unless there
was a compelling reason given
the K2 plane was an ageing cargo
jet rather than a current-produc-
tion passenger model.
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A Billion Dollar, Million Jobs Opportunity : Why Pakistan
Must Recognize NGOs as an Economic Industry

By Gul Hassan
Durrani:

Pakistan today faces a
convergence of serious
challenges: rising unem-
ployment, fiscal pre
sure, climate vulnerabil-
ity, and widening social
inequalities.

While the state con-
tinues to pursue foreign
investment in traditional
sectors such as energy,
mining, and infrastruc-
ture, a powerful and al-
ready existing engine of
inclusive growth re-
mains largely over-
looked—the Non-Gov-
ernmental Organization
(NGO) and social devel-
opment sector.

Globally, NGOs are
no longer perceived
merely as charitable en-
tities.

In advanced econo-
mies and developing
countries alike, they
function as professional
service providers, inno-
vation hubs, and major
employers in education,
healthcare, humanitarian
response, climate adap-
tation, and social protec-
tion.

If properly recog-
nized and regulated,
Pakistan’s NGO sector
alone has the potential
toattract over one billion
dollars annually in for-
eign funding and gener-
ate more than one million
jobs nationwide, with
transformative lmpllcd»
tions for underserved
regions such as
Balochistan.

In Pakistan, NGOs
play a critical role in

THE PAKISTAN CHRONCICLE

N BILL[UN-DULI.AR, MILLION-JOBS OPPORTUNITY

WHY PAKISTAN MUST RECOGNIZE NGOS AS-
AN ECONOMIC INDUSTRY

engagement, and aware-  flows, NGOs are major ~ lance network, while the  Women- and youth-fo-

ness raising, NGOs en-  employers. Indus Hospital and cused organizations, in-
hance ownership of Thcypmvldc direct HealthNetwork delivers cluding Today’s Woman
public initiatives, jobs toteachers, doctors, ~high-quali Organizatio

nurses, field free of cost. and the Christian Study
ity, and ensure researchers, data ana. The Akhuwat Foun-  Centre, have promoted
sustainability at the lysts, engineers, and cli- dation has empowered peacebuilding, inclu-
grassroots level. mate specialists, while millions through inter- sion, and social

hese functions are  indirectly supporting lo- ~ est-free microfinance. cohesion.Despite these
not peripheral; they are cal suppliers, trainers, Rural Support Programs  contributions, the NGO
central to achieving the and entrepreneurs. In including NRSP, BRSP, sector continues to face

overn-
ment services, particu-
larly in remote and
marginalized areas where
state capacity is limited.
e operate
schools, health facilities,
vocational training cen-
ters, disaster response
systems, and climate re-
silience programs.
Through social mo-
bilization, community

Develop- | prov- PRSP, SRSP,and KRSP ~ systemic challenges.
ment Goals (SDGs). inces  such  as have transformed liveli- The regulatory en-
According to esti- Balochistan, this job cre-  hoods through commu-  vironment is fragmented
mates from the United ation potential is espe- nity-driven develop- and opaque, involving

Nations and develop- ciallycritical. ment. multiple federal, provin-
ment partners, Pakistan Pakistan’s develop- Advocacy  and cial, and district authori-
receives more than USD  ment landscape already ~governance institutions ties.

1 billion annuallyin for- offers strong examples such as Transparency Lengthy registra-
eign NGO assistance, of NGO impact. International Pakistan, tion and renewal pro-
making the sector a sig- Organizations such CPDI SPO,andROZAN cesses, overlapping

nificant contributor to as the Edhi Foundation have ;trcnglhcncd de- mandates of regulators,
the national economy. operate the world’s larg- - mocracy, accountability, ~arbitrary NOC require-
Beyond funding in- est volunteer ambu- and civic engagement. ments, and sudden fund-

ing suspensions d
courage legitimate orga-
nizations and deter in-
vestment.

Law-abiding NGOs
are often treated with
suspicion rather than as
development partners.

inancial
sustainability is another
major constraint. Most
Pakistani NGOs remain
heavily dependent on
short-term foreign fund-
ing, leaving them vulner-
able to policy shifis and
donor fatigue.

Local philanthropy

supported.

This structure lim-
its long-term planning,
professionalization, and
employment growth.

To unlock the
sector’s full potential,
Pakistan must adopt a
reform-oriented, indus-
try-based approach.
First, the government
should establish a One-
Window Digital NGO
Authority, such as a Na-
tional NGO Regulatory
Authority (NNRA), with
online registration, re-
porting, and renewal
systems.

Time-bound ap-
provals, automatic re-
newals for compliant or-
ganizations, harmonized
laws, and risk-based
oversight would reduce
bureaucratic friction
while strengthening
transparency  and
accountability.Second,
financial sustainability
must be addressed.

The government
should expand tax incen-
tives for individual and
corporate donations,
‘mandate CSR spending
for large corporations,
and establish federal
and provincial NGO en-
dowment funds.

NGOs should be al-
lowed to adopt social
enterprise models, gen-
eratinga portion of their
income through training
institutes, micro-ser-
vices in health and edu-
cation, and impact prod-
ucts.

In parallel, Govern-
ment-NGO Service
Contracts should be in-
troduced, where NGOs
deliver verified out-
comes in education,
health, nutrition, and cli-
mate services, and are
compensated
accordingly. Third, a
clear categorization

is essential.

requirements and fund-
ing thresholds.

Such categorization
would improve regula-
tion, prevent monopo-
lies, enable grassroots
organizations to access
funding directly, and
support evidence-based
planning by federal and
provincial governments.

Public trust and
transparency must also
be strengthened.

Mandatory disclo-
sure of audits, gover-
nance structures, and
project outcomes
through a national
online portal would al-
low citizens and donors
to distinguish credible
organizations from weak
ones.

Investment in digi-
tal transformation—mo-
bile monitoring, shared
service centers, and na-
tional impact data sys-
tems—would signifi-
cantly improve effi-
ciency and performance,
especially for commu-
nity-based NGOs.

Ultimately,
strengthening
Pakistan’s NGO sector is
not charity; it is sound
economic and social
policy.

Development chal-
lenges today are too
complex for any single
actor to address alone.
A tri-sector partnership
model—combining pub-
lic financing, private
sector expertise, and
NGO implementation—
offers the most effective
path forward.

If treated as a regu-
lated, professional, and
growth-oriented indus-
try, Pakistan’s NGO sec-
tor can become a billion-
dollar contributor to the
economy, amajor source
of employment, and a
cornerstone of inclusive

emain un-
derdeveloped, corporate
social responsibility
spending is inconsis-
tent, and NGO endow-
ment models are rarely

NGOs should be classi-
fied as international, na-
tional, provincial, and
localorymzdlmna with
proportional compliance

For Pakistan, and
especially for
Balochistan, this oppor-
tunity can no longer be
ignored.

Bashir Niechari:

In the story of nations,
some figures tran-
scend their personal
identity and come to
represent an entire
era. Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto stands among
those rare names — a
leader whose memory
brings pride, inspira-
tion, and an enduring
sense of loss.

From a young age,
she confronted the re-
alities of power, exile,
imprisonment, and
sacrifice, embracing
politics not as privi-
lege, but as duty.

The execution of
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto placed an ex-
traordinary burden of
leadership on her
shoulders while she
was still very young.

Instead of retreat-
ing, Benazir chose de-
fiance over fear and
perseverance over si-
lence. Neither prison
walls nor exile broke
her determination.

Her influence ex-
tended far beyond
Pakistan’s borders.
On the world stage,
Benazir Bhutto
earned respect as a
defender of demo-
cratic values and hu-
man rights.

Honors from in-
ternational institutions,

Benazir Bhutto: A Legacy of Courage,
Democracy and Reform

recognition from glo- her unwavering politi- women’s leadership sumed office twice,
bal leaders, and her cal struggle. not only in P'|k|stan she was denied the op-
celebrated appear- When she took but across the portunity to complete
ance at the Oxford oath as Pakistan’s first world. Reconciliation, her terms. Even then,
Union all reinforced woman prime minister respect for constitu- Benazir Bhutto re-
her reputation as a vi- in 1988, it was more tional order, and toler- mained committed to
sionary voice for the than just a change of ance formed the es- democratic principles.
developing world. government — it was sence of her political During moments of

These acknowl- a defining moment in approach, rather than political crisis, includ-
edgments reflected history. She emerged bitterness or revenge. ing the no-confidence
both her intellect and as a symbol of Although she as- motion, she refused to

undermine parliament
or weaken democratic
institutions.

She believed that
true authority must
rest with the pz,oplt.
not be din

justice, and depriva-
tmn Guldcd by this vi-

policies aimed at em-
powering women,
workers, and disad-

A .

the state.

For her, democ-
racy could not exist
alongside poverty, in-

ties. Initiatives such
as women police sta-
tions, the Women’s
Bank, the Lady

Health Workers
Programme, and so-
cial-economic reforms
addressed
longstanding inequities
and opened new op-
portunities.

The global media
regarded her as a
poised and courageous
leader who spoke the
language of democ-
racy, rights, and dia-
logue.

Through her, the
world witnessed a Pa-
kistan striving toward
constitutional order
and political inclusion.

Her final speech
at Liaquat Bagh in
Rawalpindi still reso-
nates — a message of
hope, defiance, and
commitment to consti-
tutional struggle.

Her assassination
was a devastating
blow to the nation, but
the ideals she champi-
oned continue to shape
Pakistan’s democratic
conversation.

Though Benazir
Bhutto is no longer
physically present, her
legacy — anchored in
constitutional ~ su-
premacy, tolerance,
and trust in the people
— remains a guiding
force for Pakistan’s
political journey today.

The writer is a
PPP worker and can
be reached out

(@BashirNicharil
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Balochistan: JUI Chief Abdul Wasay Slams PML-N,
Stands with Pakistan Army

NEWS DESK: Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI)
Balochistan Chief Sena-
tor Maulana Abdul
‘Wasay declared that the
Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
has repeatedly incited
the public against state
institutions,

while JUI has al-
ways defended and
strengthened them. He
reminded that during
India’s attack on Paki-
stan, JUI was the first to
announce full support

r the armed forces, anc
later the first to express
gratitude when the Paki-
stan Army inflicted a hu-
miliating defeat on India.

dul  Wasay
warned that unless insti-
tutions silence PML-N
leaders, they will con-
tinue to provoke the
people against national
institutions.

He added that those
branding Maulana
Fazlur Rehman a traitor
are themselves guilty of
betraying the country.

Security forces’
martyrs are true mart
and creatingillegal mi
tmwnll only invit
cism,” he said.

He stressed that
alienating the nation’s

youth amounts to
treachery, and those de-
manding an apology
from Maulana Fazlur
Rehman should them-
selves seek forgiveness.
“Pakistan is our country,

and it was the scholars
who struggled to
achieve it,” he remarked.

The press confer-
ence, attended by JUI
Lawyers’ Wing leader
Senator Kamran

Murtaza and other party
members, also high-
lighted preparations for
the upcoming All Paki-
stan Lawyers’ Conven-
tion in Islamabad on
Sunday.

Governor Balochistan Meets PM Youth Program Focal Person,
Discusses AJK Electlons and Democratic Partlclpatlon

QUETTA: Governor of
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail met with
Naeem Karim, Central
Pakistan  Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
leader and Focal Person
for the Prime Minister’s
Youth Program in
Balochistan, along with
voters and party work-
ers from Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK) re-
siding in Quetta.

The meeting fo-
cused on the latest po-
litical developments,
preparations for the up-
coming Azad Jammu and
Kashmir General Elec-
tions, and the party’s
electoral strategy.

iscussions in-
cluded the election cam-
paigns of PML-N candi-
dates Nasir Hussain Dar
(Constituency LA-34
Jammu-I) and Naeem
Khan Niazi (Constitu-
ency LA-40 Sindh &
Balochistan),

as well as organiza-
tional matters and cam-
paign planning.

1
The delegation
briefed the Governor on

ongoing election activi-
ties and reaffirmed its
commitment to support-
ing the party’s candi-
dates in the upcoming
polls.

Among those
present were Ashraf
Javed Kurd, Shakeel
Butt, Mohsin Raza, Gen-
eral Secretary
Muhammad Ashraf Dar,

Umair Butt, Nisar
Dilawar, Siyaq Hussain
Butt, ~ Muhammad
Siddique Butt, Yaseen
Mubarak,
Muhammad Ali
Butt, Muhammad Azeem
Butt, Irfan Iqbal, Yasir,
Khurram, Usman,
Shahid, Nomi, Adil Raza
Butt, and Faiza Sikandar,
along with other party
members.
Speaking on the oc-

o Y
casion, Governor Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail ex-
pressed his best wishes
for the peaceful conduct
ofthe AJK elections and
emphasized that the
strength and stability of
democracy depend on
active public participa-
tion.

He stated that de-
mocracy derives its true
strength when every citi-
zen exercises the right to

vote for the better future
of the nation.
According to the
Governor, electing hon-
est, dedicated, and pub-
lic-oriented

Over 100,000 Afghan
Refugees Receive Free Medical
Treatment in Chaman Camp
Over 14 Months

Our Correspondent:  Deputy Commis-  rupted medical services
More than 100,000 Af- sioner Chaman Habib and relief efforts at the
ghan tefugees ha re- Aed Dangulzai said  refugee camp

ceived free medical treat-  the district administra-
ment and health check-  tion is making every pos-
ups at the Afghan refu- sible effort to ensure Af- ensuring that every refu-
gee camp in Chaman ghan refugees have ac- gee requiring medical at-
during the past 14 cess to healthcare and tention receives timely
months, according to the  humanitarian assistance ~treatment and essential
Pakistan Red Crescent.  on medical and humani- humanitarian support,
The organization tarian grounds. while strengthening
said the camp continues He said the Chaman  healthcare services at
to provide a wide range  district administrationis the camp.
X P

of humanitarian ser- working in close coordi- The Pakistan Red
vices, including free nationwiththe Govern- Crescent said its medical
medical consultations, ment of Balochistan, the teams have continued
medicines, ambulance Balochistan Health De- providing free
services, wheelchairs, partment, the District healthcare services
children’s books and Health Department throughout the past 14
toys, and mobile phone Chaman, the Pakistan months, highlighting the
charging facilities to Red Crescent, and other ~sustained humanitarian
support refugees during relevant organizations response for Afghan
their stay. to maintain uninter- refugees in Chaman.

tives lays the foundation
for sustainable develop-
ment and good gover-
nance.

Mandokhail further
noted that responsible
public leadership en-
sures that development
extends beyond political
slogans by improving
education, healthcare,
road infrastructure, and
employment opportuni-
ties in their constituen-
cies. He stressed that
Pakistan’s democratic
progress requires trans-
parency, accountability,
and long-term planning
rather than short-term
reforms. The meeting
concluded with a shared
commitment to strength-
ening democratic i
tutions and encouraging
greater public participa-
tion in the electoral pro-
cess.

Balochistan Activates Closed Schools in Nasirabad,
Appoints 11 New Teachers Under Phase I

NASIRABAD: In line
with the vision of
Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
and the directives of
Chief Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan, practical
measures to eliminate il-
literacy and promote
education in Nasirabad
district continue under
the leadership of
Nasirabad Division
Commissioner
Salahuddin Noorzai.

As part of Phase IIT
of the government’s ini-
tiative to reactivate
closed schools, appoint-
ment orders were distrib-
uted to 11 newly re-
cruited male and female
teachers in Nasirabad
district.

The ceremony was
attended by Deputy
Commissioner
Nasirabad Virender Lal,
SSP Asad Nasir, Divi-
sional Director Schools

Abdul Wasi Kakhar, and
District Education Of-
ficer Nasirabad
Hafeezullah Khosa, who
also participated in hand-
ing over the appoint-
ment letters to the suc-
cessful candidates.
Addressing the
newly appointed teach-
ers, Commissioner

Salahuddin Noorzai said
they carry a significant
responsibility to help
cradicate illiteracy in
Nasirabad through qual-
ity education and effec-
tive student develop-
ment. He emphasized
that teachers playa vital
role in preparing young
people to become re-

sponsible citizens who
will contribute to the
progress and reputation
of both Balochistan and
Pakistan. The commis-
sioner further stated that
the divisional adminis-
tration will ensure effec-
tive monitoring of the
newly appointed teach-
ers to maintain high edu-

cational standards. He
stressed that keeping
schools operational, en-
suring regular student
attendance, and deliver-
ing quality education
are among the primary
responsibilities of every
teacher.

He urged all newly
appointed educators to
perform their duties with
honesty, professional-
ism, and a strong sense
of responsibility to
strengthen the educa-
tion sector and improve
learning outcomes
across the district.

Nasirabad educa-
tion,  Balochistan
schools, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti,  Salahuddin
Noorzai, teacher ap-
pointments, closed
schools  reopened,
Phase III education ini-
tiative, Balochistan edu-
cation reforms,
Nasirabad news.

Shaheed Usman Ashiq Library Inaugurated in Khuzdar,
Offering Modern Learning Facilities for Students

KHUZDAR: A major
step toward promoting
education and literary
development was taken
in Khuzdar with the in-
auguration of the
Shaheed Usman Ashiq
Library, a state-of-the-art
public’ library estab-
lished at the DPC pre-
mises along the National
Highway.

The library was for-
mally inaugurated by
Commissioner Kalat Di-
vision Dr. Tufail Baloch,
accompanied by Deputy
Commissioner Khuzdar
Abdul Razzaq Sasoli,
SSP Khuzdar Dosteen
Dashti, and other senior
district officials.

The ceremony was
attended by government
officers, educationists,
professors, and promi-
nent members of civil
society.

Abandoned Build-
ing Transformed into a
Modern Knowledge
Hub One of the project’s

most remarkable
achievements is the
transformation of a
building that had re-
mained abandoned
since 1994 into a fully
functional, modern li-
brary. Under the vision
of Commissioner Dr.
Tufail Baloch and the ef-
forts of the district ad-
ministration, the ne-
glected structure has
been restored into a vi-
brant center for educa-
tion and research.

The library has also
been equipped with a
solar power system by
Bolan Mining Enter-
prises (BME) Khuzdar,
ensuring uninterrupted
services despite elec-
tricity shortages and
load-shedding.

Advanced Facili-
ties for Students and Re-
searchers The Shaheed
Usman Ashiq Library
offers a wide range of
modern facilities, includ-
ing: Separate reading

halls for men and women
A dedicated research
room A conference hall
A digital learning section
High-speed internet ac-
cess Modern computer
systems Online research
databases Books for

NTS, and
other competitive exami-
nations A quiet and well-
equipped study environ-
ment These facilities are
expected to provide stu-
dents in Khuzdar with
educational resources
that were previously
available only in major
cities.

Officials Highlight
Importance of Knowl-
edge Addressing the in-
auguration ceremony,
Commissioner Kalat Di-
vision Dr. Tufail Baloch
described the project as
the beginning of an edu-
cational transformation
in Khuzdar,

This library is not
merely a building; it
marks the beginning of

an intellectual revolu-
tion for Khuzdar.
Access to knowl-
edge s the foundation of
progress, and this facil-
ity will provide young
people with opportuni-
ties to learn and compete
at national and interna-
tional levels," he said.
Deputy Commis-
sioner Abdul Razzaq
Sasoli emphasized that
providing quality educa-
tional facilities for youth
remains a top priority of
the district administra-
tion. He remarked that
the library represents
one of the most ad-
vanced public learning
facilities in the region.
Community Wel-
comes Landmark Initia-
tive Teachers, profes-
sors, students, ‘and local
esidents prauedthe ini-
tiative, describing the li-
brary as a much-needed
educational resource for
talented students who
previously lacked access

to quality study facili-
ties.

Community mem-
bers said the project
would improve educa-
tional standards, encour-
age competitive learn-
ing, and help steer
young people toward
constructive academic
pursuits.

The inauguration
ceremony was attended
by SSP  Khuzdar
Dosteen Dashti, Assis-
tant  C issi

Barkhan Administration, Political
Leaders Agree to Resume
Barkhan-Rakhni Highway Construction

BARKHAN: Deputy lic concerns, including: project to ensure ac-
Commissioner Saeed Ur  Restoration of the previ- countability and proper
Rehman Kakar chaired ous electricity supply utilization of public re-
an important meeting schedule for Barkhan sources.
with leaders of all politi- Town and Rakhni City. Call for Transpar-
cal parties and promi- Restoration of electricity ency in Education Bud-
nent community repre- to rural area feeders. get The meeting also
sentatives toreview key Early completion of the discussed the Educa-
public issues, the under-construction tion Department's clus-
progress of develop- bridge on the Nahar Kot ter budget. Participants
ment projects, and the Road. called for: Transparent
provision of essential Activation of Ufone  distribution of budgets
public services across 4G mobile services in among primary and
the district. Baghao. middle schools. Investi-
Amajor focus of the The meeting em- gations into alleged fi-
meeting was the slow phasized that all ongo- nancial irregularities.
rogress on_ the ing  development Public displayof budget
Barkhan-Rakhni High- projects across the dis- allocations at every
way  construction trict must be completed school to improve trans-
project. Project Director within the stipulated parency and public
Zafar Ali Khoso briefed  timeframe while main- awareness. Commitment
participants on the cur- taining construction to Better Governance
rent status of the project. quality. Representing the All
It was decided that con- Review of Flood Parties Alliance were
struction work on the Housing Project Partici- Siddique Khetran, Haji
highway would resume  pants reviewed the Tariq Khan Khetran, En-
the following day, with progress of the World gineer Jamal Khan
the Deputy Commis- Bank-supported one- Khetran, Taj Muhammad
sioner receiving daily room housing project for Qasmani, Maulvi Abdul
progress reports to en- families affected by the Razzaq Behdiani, and

sure the project is com- 2022 floods. Wadera Nek Muhammad
pleted on time and ac- The meeting Badani. Community rep-
cording to quality stan- stressed the need for a resentatives included
dards. transparent investiga- Wadera Ghulam Sarwar

Public Demands tion intoalleged irregu- Khan Khetran and
Highlighted Participants larities related to the Muhammad  Hanif
also raised several pub- implementation of the Khetran.

Balochistan Government Expands
Social Welfare Programs
to Empower Vulnerable
Communities: DG Social Welfare

QUETTA: Director Gen- lighted that over the past Khetran said the depart-
eral of Social Welfare few years, the depart- ment has played an im-
Balochistan Saifullah ment has distributed portant role in support-
Khan Khetran has reaf- wheelchairs, electric ing drug rehabilitation
firmed the provincial wheelchairs, specially programs across the
government's commit- designed tricycles, and province.

ment to improving the other assistive devices Through rehabilita-
welfare, social protec- to thousands of persons tion centers, numerous
tion, and empowerment with disabilities across individuals have re-

of vulnerable and under-  the province. ceived medical treat-
privileged communitics ~ He added that the ment, psychological
across Balochistan.  distribution process is counscling, and social

Speaking to delega- continuing to support reintegration services,
tions from various social more eligible beneficia- contributing to signifi-
organizations, Khetran riesand promote their in- cant progress in reduc-
said the Government of ~dependence and active ing drug addiction in
Balochistan is imple- participation in society. Quetta and promoting a
menting comprehensive Employment and Skills healthier and safer soci-
measures to provide Development Initiatives ety. He added that the
equal opportunities and The Director General government is working
improved social services also noted that the de- to further strengthen re-
for persons with dis- partment distributed em- habilitation centers and
abilities, women, or- ployment and voca- expand their capacity so
phaned children, senior tional toolkits to hun- that more people strug-
citizens, and other de- dreds of deserving and = gling with addiction can
serving individuals, en-  skilled individuals dur- benefit from these ser-
abling them to lead dig-  ing the past year. vices. Commitment to In-
nified and independent These included clusive Social Protection
lives. He said the Social ~sewing machines, wash-  The Director General re-
Welfare Department is ingmachines, handicraft ~affirmed that the Social

C

Wadh  Ali  Akbar
Mazarzai, ADC General
Alam Din, Assistant
Commissioner Khuzdar
Abdul Hafeez Kakar, As-
sistant Commissioner
Nal Abdullah Jan, Assis-
tant Commissioner Zehri
Rozeen Jamali, Educa-
tion Officer Abid
Hussain Baloch, Execu-
tive Officer Qazi Atiq,
Engineer Saleem Razzaq
Unmrani, Engineer Liagat
Ali, officials from
Khuzdar Hospital.

felfare Department will
reforms to enhance its and electrician toolkits, continue expanding its
capacity, modernize ser- mobile phone repair kits, ~welfare programs in line
vice delivery, and ensure and other professional with the policies of the
greater transparency tools. He explained that  Government of
and efficiency. Accord- these initiatives are de- Balochistan.
ing tothe DG all welfare  signed to create sustain- Future initiatives
schemes are being imple-  able livelihood opportu-  will focus on providing
mented strictly on merit nities, reduce poverty, greater access to social
and transparency to en- and help young people protection, vocational
sure that government become financially self- ~training, employment
assistance reaches de- reliant through voca- opportunities, and wel-
serving beneficiaries tional skills and self-em-  fare services for persons
without delay. loyment. with disabilities, low-in-
Assistive Devices Drug Rehabilitation  come families, and other
for Persons with Dis- Programs Discussing re- marginalized communi-
abilities Khetran high- habilitation efforts, ties.
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Security of Chinese in Pakistan 'paramount
for us', says PM Shehbaz

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
asserted on Friday that
the security of Chinese
in Pakistan was “para-
mount for us”.

“Iwould like to say
with fullest force at my
command that the secu-
ity of Chinese brothers
and sisters in Pakistan is
paramount for us, it is
most important. And we
will leave no stone
unturned to provide
them with the best pos-
sible security,” he said
while addressing the Pa-
kistan-China Pharma-
ceutical and Healthcare

and thin, through the

persons, including nine

alty and high-profile ter-
: Shilete

B2B Investment Confer- rorist —attacks in Chinese engineers and most difficult times, pro-
ence in Islamabad. Balochistan. two Frontier Corps per- moting pakistan’s eco-
The conference Chinese citizens sonnel, werekilled when nomic trajectory, sup-

abus was attacked near
the Dasu hydropower
plant in KP’s Upper
Kohistan district in July
2021. “Step forward in
promoting CPEC 2.0°
art from assuring
that the security of Chi-
nese nationals in Paki-
stan would be ensured,
PM Shehbazalso spoke
about the ties between
the countries and said
that the agreements
signed on the occasion
would be converted into
“implementable docu-
ments”. “These agree-
ments will most defi- T
nitely convert into ac-
tions and implementable
documents, and I think

also saw the signing of
multiple agreements be-
tween Pakistani and Chi-
nese companies in the
areas of healthcare, bio-
technologyand pharma-
ceuticals, with PM
Shehbaz saying that the
deals were cumulatively
valued at almost $440
million.

PM Shehbaz’s as-
surance came two days
after State Minister for
Interior Tallal Chaudhry
said authorities were
stepping up security
around the China-run
Saindak copperand gold
mine in Balochistan af-
ter supply routes were
disrupted in the region

and projects have also
come under attack mul-
tiple times in Pakistan in
the past. According to
data shared by the Na-
tional Counter Terrorism
Authority in December
2024, as manyas 20 Chi-
nese citizens had been
killed and 34 injured in
terror attacks in the
country from 2021 until
then. In 2024, five Chi-
nese nationals working
on the Dasu dam project
perished in a suicide
bombing in Bisham in
March. In April 2022, at
least four people, includ-
ing three Chinese na-
tionals, were killed while
four others were injured

porting Pakistan’s stand
at international forums
and joining hands to-
gether in CPEC 1.0,
where more than $30 bil-
lion was invested by
China in Pakistan — the
single largest invest-
ment portfolio,” he said.
He also said that
China was second to
none in the field of
economy and a power to
reckon with in the field
of strategic develop-
ment and progress.
“The world cannot
move without China, and
think this great
achievement couldn’t
have been without the
very forward-looking

by terrorists. in a suicide attack out- this is a step forward in dynamic leadership of
His statement came  side the University of promoting CPEC2.0,” he Preudent Xi Jinping,”
against the backdrop of Karachi’s Confucius In- said. He described his he added

recent visit to China as
“wonderful”, further
stating that China was
one of Pakistan’s “most
trusted and dependable
friends™.

“China stood by
pakistan through thick

kinetic operations in the
province under Opera-
tion Shaban, a high-in-
tensity counterterrorism
and counterinsurgency
campaign launched by
security forces follow-
ing multiple high-casu-

stitute, which was
claimed by the banned
Balochistan Liberation
Army. Of the major at-
tacks that have targeted
Chinese citizens in Paki-
stan since 2021, a major
one was when at least 12

He said Friday's
conference would be
“great” in terms of pro-
moting the pharmaceu-
tical industry and would
eventually lead to the
manufacturing of life-
saving medicines.

Pakistan chairs 12th Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO) meeting of
heads of border services: FO

NEWS DESK: Pakistan ~ casts, the FO said. The SCO com-
on Friday chaired and The participants prises 10 member states,
hosted the 12th meeting “discussed and ap- namely India, Iran,
of the Heads of Border proved the results of the China, Pakistan, Russia,
Services of the Compe- Joint Border Operation Kyrgyzstan, Belarus,
tent Authorities of the ‘Solidarity-2025, con- Kazakhstan, Tajikistan
Shanghai Cooperation ducted by the border and Uzbekistan. The
Organisation (SCO), the ~ services of the compe- two observer states are
Foreign Office (FO) said. ~ tent authorities of the Afghanistan and

trust along their shared
borders”,

Tran’s border guard
commander, Brigadier
General Ali Akbar
Javidan, leading the Ira-
nian delegation, said on
the sidelines of the meet-
ing that Tehran was in-

The meeting was SCO memberstates”, the terested in fostering co- Mongolia.
attended by the heads FO statement said. operation with SCO In June, Interior
and representatives of The meeting partici- member states, ISNA re- Minister Mohsin Naqvi

reaffirmed Pakistan’s
commitment to the
Py

the border services of
Belarus, India, Iran,
-

pants also considered
and approved a plan for

ported. He added that
Iran intended to enhance
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collaboration with SCO
member states in various
fields, including expand-
ing security coopera-
tion, exchanging infor-
mation, and combating
drug  trafficking,
organised crime and
smuggling.

Initially formed as a
security cooperation
group in 2001, the SCO
has now evolved into a
forum for trade and eco-
nomic development in
the region.

Kazakhstan, China,

the preparation and con-
duct of the joint border
operation *Solidarity-
2026, as well as sup-
ported a proposal for
Tajikistan to host the
joint border operation in
2027. The participants of
the moot noted that
today’s  discussion
“would contribute to fur-
ther strengthening coop-
eration among [the mem-
ber states’] border ser-
vices, while enhancing
security and mutual

“Shanghai spirit” and
called for a joint strategy
among ‘member
states to counter terror-
ism, organised crime,
drug  trafficking,
cybercrime and terror fi-
nancing.

Pakistan is set to as-
sume the chairmanship
of the SCO Council of
Heads of State (CHS) in
September this year,
while next year’s CHS
summit will also be
hosted by Pakistan.

Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Russia, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan, along with
the Executive Commit-
tee of the SCO Regional
Anti-Terrorist Structure
RATS).

‘The meeting partici-
pants exchanged infor-
mation and assessments
of the situation along
the international borders
of SCO member states
and discussed develop-
ment trends and fore-

Foreign women's abduction,
rape case: Lahore court sends 4
suspects on 14-day judicial remand

NEWS DESK: Ajudicial  tified by the two foreign The primary sus-
magistrate at the Canton-  women. pect, who claimed to be
ment Courts granted po- When the case was  well-connected to influ-
lice 14-day judicial re- first reported on July 2, ential government fig-
mand of four suspects, it emerged that the father ures, arranged their vi-
including one related to o one of the two foreign  sas under the guise of
asenior political figure, women had called the setting up meetings with
inacase of alleged kid- Police  Emergency high-profile investors
napping and rape of two Helpline 15and reported for the victim’s com-
foreign women. their alleged abduction pany, the Dutch woman
ne of those two and rape. said.
‘women is a national of Lahore Deputy In-
the Netherlands and the ~ spector General (DIG)
other of Venezuela, and Operations ~ Faisal
a case of their alleged Kamran had told Dawn
abduction and sexual that police subsequently
assault was registered dispatched a team of se-
on Jul: nior officials, recovered
Subsequently, po-  the women, arrested four
lice had arrested four of suspects and registered
the suspects and were anFIR.
initially granted their The case had been
five-day physical re- registered under sec-
mand on July 3. The sus- ~tions 375-A (rape) and
pects’ remand was ex- 365-A (kidnapping for
tended twice in the fol- extortion) of the Pakistan
lowmgdayc, laston July Penal Code.
According to the

NEWS DESK: PPP
Chairman  Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari on Friday
promised to be the voice
of the peaple of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) in the Centre and
globally by bridging the
“gap” between the fed-
eral capital and the
people. Addressing the
rally, the PPP chairman
said: “We have seen
both good and bad times
in AJK, but I have not
witnessed the condi-
tions that I am seeing to-
day.”

He termed the pre-
vailing situation a “test™
for the AJK government,
the state of Pakistan and
all political parties.

“It is the primary
duty ofa politician to be
the voice of the people
in the Centre and on in-
ternational forums, but
they are not fulfilling
their responsibilities,”
he said, adding that

polmclans have to act

After spending
three days at a hotel in
Islamabad — during
which they made
sightseeing trips to
Nathia Gali and attended
business presentations
— the group travelled to
Lahore by car on the af-
ternoon of June 29.
The suspect alleg-
edly lured the victim and
her companion to a
modern house in Lahore
under the pretext of cel-
ebrating a relative’s
birthday. However,

ey were pro- case’s FIR, the women upon entering the resi- | as a bridge between the
duced before Judicial were abducted by five dence, they found it | people of AJK and the
Magistrate  Azhar suspects, including a pty. Centre, but this is not
Mahmood on Friday, fol- ~close relative ofa senior Within 15 minutes, | happening.”
lowingthe expiryoftheir political personality, fourmen armed with fire- He emphasised that

this was not an issue lim-
ited to AJK; Sindh,

who demanded ransom
and subjected them to

physical reman
The mvesugating

arms and ropes stormed
the premises. The cap-

Bilawal promises to be 'voice' of people of AJK in Centre

dress the AJK issue.
“If this is accept-
able to the government
and the protesters in
AJK, then this can be a
way o resolve our is-
sues.” He also urged the
protesters to halt their
demonstrations and the
government to refrain
from taking further mea-
sures until the proposed
truth and reconciliation
commission was formed

“If this is not the
way, I ask the govern-
ment and protesters to
tell me what the alterna-
tive is,” he said.

“Protesting is the
right of the people, but
protests that disrupt the
supply of food, fuel and
medicine do not affect
the government; only
the people bear the bur-
den,” the PPP chairman
stated. Bilawal acknowl-

Balochistan and Gilgit-
Baltistan were facing the
same fate.

“If the people of
AJK give me the man-
date, Ipromise that I will
be your voice in
Islamabad and glo-
bally,” Bilawal said.

He stressed that
there was “no issue that
cannot be resolved po-
liticallyand peacefully”,
and aftirmed his commit-

testers; it is punishingall
Kashmiris

The PPP chairman
urged the government
to arrest the “terrorist
who had committed ter-
rorism or the robber who
had committed rob-
bery”, questioning why
it was punishing those
who had not committed
any such acts. “It is our
demand from both the
government and the pro-
testers to spare some
space so that ordinary
residents of Kashmir do
not face any difficul-
ties,” said the Bhutto
scion. “Ifthe state of Pa-
kistan can establish
peace between America
and Iran, if the state of
Pakistan can reopen the
Strait of Hormuz, then it
is my demand that our
Kashmir has been shut;
open it,” the PPP chair-
man stated. Turning to
the upcoming election in
AJK, the PPP chairman
said that it was the
“mostimportant election
in the history of AJK™.

He said that the
right to self-ownership,
the right to self-govern”
ment and the right to
employment were part of

Al

edged that it was the

government’s responsi-

bility to establish its

writ: however, he also

questioned its response.
“The government is

ment to resolving the
AJK issue.

The PPP chairman
further said that he had
proposed the formation
of a truth and reconci

and completed its work.

However, the PPP
chairman clarified that
neither the government
nor the protesters had
responded to his pro-

officer (I0) submitteda  sexual assault during tors tied the | Khyber Pakl .

ation toad- posal. the PPP’s manifesto.

not punishing the pro-

victims’ hands behind
their backs and sub-
jected both women to

progress report before
the court and requested
that the suspects now be

their captivity.
The suspects alleg-
edly demanded $1.5 mil-

NEWS DESK: Ananti-
terrorism court (ATC) on
Friday initiated procla-
mation proceedings
against Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief’ Min—
ister Sohail Afridi, PTI
leader Junaid Akbar, and
Abdul Ghani Afridi, over
their continued failure to
appear before the court
despite the issuance of
non-bailable arrest war-
rants in a case related to
the Nov 26 protest.

ATC Judge Tahir
Abbas Sipra took up the
case, examining a

rogress report submit-
ted by the Islamabad po-
lice regarding the inves-
tigation into a first infor-
mation report (FIR) reg-
istered at Margalla police
station over the Nov 26
incidents.

According to the
report,  submitted
through the office of the
Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) of the
Islamabad police, the in-
vestigation into the case
has been completed. A
reply was filed in re-
sponse to the court’s
notice seeking an expla-
nation for the delay in
the submission of the
challan against the ac-
cused.

lion in ransom before
sexually assaulting
them, thé FIR said.

Following the regis-
tration of the FIR, the re-
covered foreign women
were later produced be-
fore a judicial magistrate
at the Cantonment
Courts to record their
statements under Sec-
tion 164 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure.

According to the
sworn statement of one
of the women, she and
her friend had arrived in
Pakistan on June 26,
2026 at the invitation of
a local business partner
whom they said they
had originally met in
Singapore in October
2025.

sent on judicial remand.

The magistrate ac-
cepted the request and
sent the four suspects

physical assault, the
complainant alleged.

While the primary
suspect initiallyacted as
a fellow victim to mask
his complicity, it later
became evident he was
working in tandem with
the armed group, she
further claimed.

She alleged that the
captors demanded exor-
bitant ransom amounts,
starting at $2m, threat-
ening to kill the women
and sell their organs if
they did not comply.

The victims were
separated, the complain-
ant said, recalling she
was held downstairs un-
der armed guard while
her companion was kept
upstairs.

onjudicial remand for 14
days.

During the hearing,
the state prosecutor op-
posed a plea by the
counsel of one of the
suspects to discharge
his client from the case,
contending that he was
accused of destroying
evidence and aiding in
the commission of the
alleged offence.

At one point, Judge
Mahmood noted that
just one of the suspects
was named in the first
information report (FIR)
while the rest were ar-
rested after being iden-

Islamabad ATC initiates proclamation proceedings against
h KP CM Afridi, others for failing to appear in court

e report stated
that the court had issued
non-bailable arrest war-

rants, proclamation pro- completion of the legal After examining the
ceedmgs had been initi- formalities relating to report, Judge Tahir
ated against the accused the proclamation pro- Abbas Sipra formally ini-

in accordance with the
law. It added that once
the proclamation pro-
cess was completed,
preparation of the
challan under Section
173 (Report of police of-
ficer) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure
(CrPC) would enter its
final stage.

According to the
report, the challan would
be submitted before the
court immediately after

rants for Sohail Afridi,
Junaid Akbar and Abdul
Ghani Afridi through its
order dated June 23,
2026. However, despite
repeated efforts by the
police, the warrants
could not be executed
and the accused failed
to appear before the
court.

‘The police informed
the courtthat, in view of
the continued non-com-
pliance with the war-

ceedings. The investi-
gating agency main-
tained that there had
been no negligence, un-
necessary delay or lack
of effort on the part of
the police during the in-
vestigation or in pursu-
ing the arrest of the ac-
cused. It asserted that
all legal steps required
under the law had been
taken to secure their ap-
pearance before the
court.

tiated proclamation pro-
ceedings against the
three accused over their
persistent absence de-
spite the issuance of
non-bailable arrest war-
rants. The court subse-
quently adjourned fur-
ther proceedings in the
case until September 9,
directing that the matter
betaken up after comple-
tion of the remaining I
gal process and subm
sion of the challan.




