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Riaz Baloch:

CHAGHAI : Three Excise Depart-
ment officials were abducted by
unidentified armed men in a seri-
ous security incident on the
Dalbandin–Taftan Highway in
Balochistan’s Chaghai district,

rushed to the scene soon after
the incident was reported.

A large-scale search and cor-
don operation has been launched
across Chaghai district to locate
the abducted officials, recover
the stolen government property,
and apprehend those respon-
sible.

From Our Correspondent:

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti met
British High Commissioner to
Pakistan Jane Marriott in
Quetta on Sunday to discuss
bilateral cooperation, develop-
ment partnerships, and invest-
ment opportunities in the prov-
ince.

During the meeting, both
sides exchanged views on
matters of mutual interest,
with a particular focus on ex-
panding cooperation in  edu-
cation, healthcare, governance
reforms, and economic devel-
opment across Balochistan.

Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti briefed the British High
Commissioner on the provin-
cial government’s ongoing re-

forms and development initia-
tives aimed at improving pub-
lic services, strengthening in-
stitutions, and accelerating
socio-economic progress.

He said that peace, sus-
tainable development, and pub-
lic welfare remain the top pri-
orities of the Balochistan gov-
ernment, adding that the ad-
ministration is committed to
creating a stable environment

Iran’s Interior Minister
Eskandar Momeni
arrives in Pakistan

NEWS DESK:

Iran’s Interior Minister Eskandar
Momeni on Monday night ar-
rived in Islamabad on an official
visit.

Upon his arrival in Pakistan,
the senior Iranian official was re-
ceived by Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi.

During his visit, Momeni will
meet Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Chief of Defence
Forces and Chief of the Army
Staff Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir, reported state-run Paki-
stan TV.

Earlier reports had sug-
gested that Momeni was likely to
engage with Pakistani officials
who previously mediated a now-
collapsed interim ceasefire be-
tween the US and Iran.

its air navigation systems.
After US President Donald

Trump’s remarks earlier this
month that the ceasefire was
“over”, his Iranian counterpart
Masoud Pezeshkian also said on
Monday that they were fighting
a “full-scale war”. Tehran has
blamed Washington for breach-
ing the MoU.

Despite the latest attacks,
Iranian foreign ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baqaei said diplo-
matic exchanges with the US via
mediators were ongoing.

The Middle East war re-
sumed after a weeks-long lull
prompted by an agreement signed
in June, and oil prices surged to a
one-month high as the foes
battled to control the vital Strait
of Hormuz.As its truce with the
US collapsed, Tehran reimposed
its blockade of the waterway,

Momeni’s visit comes as me-
diator Pakistan continues its dip-
lomatic efforts to rescue the
Islamabad Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) signed last
month between the US and Iran.

In the ninth consecutive
night of attacks on Monday,
Washington expanded its strikes
across Iran, including a city host-
ing a nuclear power plant.

Iran kept up its own attacks
across the region in response,
with its Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC) announc-
ing they had hit  targets in
Bahrain, Jordan and Syria, while
Bahrain said Tehran had targeted

while Washington hit back by
again blockading Iran’s ports.

Pakistan has been leading
the peace efforts since the US and
Israel launched attacks on Iran on
February 28, setting off a war and
global fuel crisis as Tehran took
measures to disrupt traffic in the
Strait of Hormuz — a vital mari-
time corridor for the supply of oil
and gas.

The Pakistan-mediated
Islamabad MoU — a 14-point in-
terim peace deal aimed at ending
the war and reopening the Strait
of Hormuz — was signed be-
tween the US and Iran on June
18.

raising fresh concerns about law
and order along one of the
province’s key transit routes.

According to initial reports,
the officials were carrying out
routine duties at a temporary
checkpoint near the Dhadar area
when heavily armed attackers set
up an illegal checkpoint and
launched a surprise assault.

The assailants reportedly
disarmed the officers before tak-
ing all three officials hostage.

The attackers also seized
two government vehicles and of-
ficial weapons before fleeing the
area.

Police and security forces

The Dalbandin–Taftan High-
way, which connects Quetta with
the Taftan border crossing,

is considered a strategically
important route for trade and
travel. The latest abduction has
once again highlighted the ongo-
ing security challenges in
Balochistan, particularly along
the Quetta–Taftan corridor.

Authorities have increased
security and surveillance in the
region while investigations into
the attack continue.

Officials say every effort is
being made to ensure the safe re-
covery of the kidnapped Excise
personnel.

for investment and long-term
growth.

Bugti also emphasized that
collaboration with international
partners, including the United
Kingdom, is opening new av-
enues for development, invest-
ment, and prosperity in
Balochistan, benefiting local
communities and supporting
the province’s economic trans-
formation.

NEWS DESK:

RAWALPINDI: Canada’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Anita Anand, met with
Pakistan’s Chief of Army Staff
and Chief of Defence Forces,
Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir,
at the General Headquarters
(GHQ) in Rawalpindi on Mon-

day to discuss regional secu-
rity, bilateral relations and de-
fence cooperation.

According to the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR),

the meeting focused on
matters of mutual interest, the
evolving regional security situ-
ation, and ways to further
strengthen Pakistan-Canada
bilateral ties.

During the meeting, Field
Marshal Syed Asim Munir
shared Pakistan’s perspective
on global peace and regional
stability,

emphasizing the impor-
tance of international coopera-
tion and coordinated efforts to
address shared security chal-
lenges.

Canadian Foreign Minis-
ter Anita Anand acknowl-

edged Pakistan’s continued
sacrifices and efforts in the
fight against terrorism and ap-
preciated the country’s con-
structive role in promoting re-
gional peace and stability.

Both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to enhancing Pa-
kistan-Canada relations and
expanding cooperation in de-
fence, security and other areas
of mutual interest.

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi greets his Iranian
counterpart upon his arrival.
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Poverty and inequality
high inflation (espe-
cially coupled with
devolution), asset own-
ers may see a tempo-
rary erosion in the real
value of their assets,
but this is often miti-
gated by the rise in in-
terest rates, which ul-
timately benefit net
savers.

Think about some
of the other steps
taken by governments
in the recent past.
Concessional finance
for employers is a di-
rect subsidy to owners
of capital.

The real estate
amnesty scheme/
package from 2021
helped spur growth in
the construction sector
but it had the (likely
intended)

effect of raising
land values of urban
residential and com-
mercial real estate,
owned by a small
sliver of the population.

Even shocks are
experienced differ-
ently — higher energy
prices have been off-
set by high-income
households through
access to low-tax so-
lar products and now
new energy vehicles.

In recent months,
various forms of con-
spicuous consumption
in big urban centres
— expensive real es-
tate,

 leisure opportuni-
ties, coffee shops and
restaurants — provide
anecdotal evidence of
an increasingly bifur-
cated economy.

Combined with the
statistical picture
shared earlier, progno-
sis of a k-shaped
economy might seem
speculative right now,
but the signs are all
pointing in that direc-
tion.

UMAIR JAVED:
The release of the
Household Integrated
Economic Survey and
Pakistan Social and
Living Standards Mea-
surement data presents
a clearer picture of
poverty and economic
distress in Pakistan.
This data has appeared
after a gap of nearly
six years, during which
several important
events and shocks
took place.

In 2018-19, the
country had to go
through a painful mac-
roeconomic adjust-
ment to counteract the
yawning current ac-
count deficit left behind
by the then departing
PML-N government.
Between 2020 and
2021,

the global
economy faced mas-
sive contraction on
account of the Covid-
19 pandemic.

The expansionary
policies designed to
mitigate this contrac-
tion then led to in-
creased inflation and
monetary tightening
the world over, which
dried up dollar liquid-
ity and raised com-
modity prices.

During this cycle,
the PTI government
pursued ill-advised
growth via the expan-
sion of domestic con-
sumption,

which once again
increased imports and
reintroduced another
balance-of-payments
crisis.

That crisis,
coupled with the glo-
bal oil price shock, sent
Pakistan into its worst
inflationary period in
decades; it took an
extraordinarily painful
stabilisation period to

tame the cost spiral,
though at the cost of
growth and any notion
of increased prosper-
ity.

This precarious
stability is threatened
once more by regional
geopolitical events.

Given the fre-
quency of shocks —
self-inflicted and ex-
ternal/global in nature
— and the painful ad-
justments needed to
fight them off, it is little
surprise that poverty
rates have gone up in
the country.

The government’s
own poverty estimates
narrate an increase of
seven per cent be-
tween 2018-19
(21.8pc) and 2024-25
(28.9).

Rural areas were
impacted more, report-
ing an 8pc increase,
compared to 6pc for
urban areas.

We’re stuck in a
doom-loop of low
growth, recurrent
stabilisation, and half-
hearted attempts at
poverty alleviation.

Likely for the first
time ever on record,
average household in-
flation-adjusted in-
comes and consump-
tion actually fell during
two successive survey
cycles.

In real terms,
households on average
are both earning less
and consuming less
than six years ago.
Stretch that back to 10
years, and the num-

bers remain flat.
In other words,

Pakistan has wit-
nessed a lost decade
in both incomes and
consumption.On its
own, this story is dis-
tressing enough.

For a country of
250 million with a
young and large labour
force, enhancing
shared prosperity
should be the central
plan of economic
policymaking.

Instead, we’re
stuck in a doom-loop
of low growth, recur-
rent stabilisation, and
half-hearted attempts
at poverty alleviation.

But what makes it
worse is that there is
a creeping inequality
story that is becoming

more apparent via
data and anecdotes.

By now, it is clear
that the story of the
past decade is of eco-
nomic slowdown inter-
spersed with outright
stagnation.

The recently re-
leased survey data
adds the increase in
poverty to this story
too.

 But what about
the fact that growth
has actually not been
zero during this time?
The average annual
growth rate from the
past six years is around
3pc.

And yet poverty
has gone up during this
time.As my colleague
Dr Ali Hasanain and
several others have

noted,
these two parallel

trends (low but positive
average growth and
increased poverty)
show that the benefits
of even anaemic
growth are being ac-
crued to a narrower
sliver of the population.

If the gain from all
economic growth was
distributed equitably,
we would not see a
real-term decline in
average incomes or
consumption and an
increase in the poverty
rate (using a fixed
threshold).

Breaking the in-
come and consumption
data by quintile pre-
dictably shows that the
lowest quintiles have
seen greater erosion

compared to the upper
ones.

However, it’s the
missing top 10pc or so
that is likely benefiting
from the growth that
has taken place.

In large-scale
consumption and in-
come surveys, it is
standard practice to
assume that the top
10pc of the distribution
is unlikely to be cap-
tured by standard sam-
pling frames.

These are richer
households in smaller
elite communities that
are both a very small
fraction of the overall
urban landscape and
are less likely to enter-
tain door-to-door sur-
vey requests.

Given the ab-
sence of these house-
holds from the data,
we don’t know what
the impact of the past
six years (or the past
10) has been on their
incomes and con-
sumption patterns.

For those at the
very top (the top 1pc
to 5pc), there may
have been a slow-
down in income and
consumption growth,
but probably not an
absolute decline.

The basis for this
speculative assess-
ment is the classic dis-
tinction between as-
set-owning house-
holds and non-asset
owning households.
Keeping farmland,
livestock, and personal
residence aside, most
Pakistanis are asset
poor.

They especially
do not have access to
assets that can be used
to generate rents,
profits, dividends, or
any other form of capi-
tal income.

During periods of

Benazir Bhutto: A Legacy of Courage,
Democracy and Reform

Bashir Niechari:
In the story of nations,
some figures tran-
scend their personal
identity and come to
represent an entire
era. Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto stands among
those rare names — a
leader whose memory
brings pride, inspira-
tion, and an enduring
sense of loss.
      From a young age,
she confronted the re-
alities of power, exile,
imprisonment, and
sacrifice, embracing
politics not as privi-
lege, but as duty.

The execution of
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto placed an ex-
traordinary burden of
leadership on her
shoulders while she
was still very young.

Instead of retreat-
ing, Benazir chose de-
fiance over fear and
perseverance over si-
lence. Neither prison
walls nor exile broke
her determination.

Her influence ex-
tended far beyond
Pakistan’s borders.
On the world stage,
Benazir Bhutto
earned respect as a
defender of demo-
cratic values and hu-
man rights.

Honors from in-
ternational institutions,

recognition from glo-
bal leaders, and her
celebrated appear-
ance at the Oxford
Union all reinforced
her reputation as a vi-
sionary voice for the
developing world.

These acknowl-
edgments reflected
both her intellect and

her unwavering politi-
cal struggle.

When she took
oath as Pakistan’s first
woman prime minister
in 1988, it was more
than just a change of
government — it was
a defining moment in
history. She emerged
as a symbol of

women’s leadership
not only in Pakistan,
but across the Muslim
world. Reconciliation,
respect for constitu-
tional order, and toler-
ance formed the es-
sence of her political
approach, rather than
bitterness or revenge.

Although she as-

sumed office twice,
she was denied the op-
portunity to complete
her terms. Even then,
Benazir Bhutto re-
mained committed to
democratic principles.
During moments of
political crisis, includ-
ing the no-confidence
motion, she refused to

undermine parliament
or weaken democratic
institutions.

She believed that
true authority must
rest with the people,
not be concentrated in
the state.

For her, democ-
racy could not exist
alongside poverty, in-

justice, and depriva-
tion. Guided by this vi-
sion, she introduced
policies aimed at em-
powering women,
workers, and disad-
vantaged communi-
ties. Initiatives such
as women police sta-
tions, the Women’s
Bank, the Lady

Health Workers
Programme, and so-
cial-economic reforms
a d d r e s s e d
longstanding inequities
and opened new op-
portunities.

The global media
regarded her as a
poised and courageous
leader who spoke the
language of democ-
racy, rights, and dia-
logue.

Through her, the
world witnessed a Pa-
kistan striving toward
constitutional order
and political inclusion.

Her final speech
at Liaquat Bagh in
Rawalpindi still reso-
nates — a message of
hope, defiance, and
commitment to consti-
tutional struggle.

Her assassination
was a devastating
blow to the nation, but
the ideals she champi-
oned continue to shape
Pakistan’s democratic
conversation.

Though Benazir
Bhutto is no longer
physically present, her
legacy — anchored in
constitutional su-
premacy, tolerance,
and trust in the people
— remains a guiding
force for Pakistan’s
political journey today.

The writer is a
PPP worker and can
be reached out

@BashirNichari1



03 BALOCHISTAN Tuesday,July.21.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Deputy Commissioner Nasirabad
Inspects Road Development

Projects, Stresses Quality
and Timely Completion

Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhail Calls for Youth Inclusion and
Political Dialogue to Ensure Balochistan’s Peace and Development

Khuzdar Residents Appreciate Deputy
Commissioner Abdul Razzaq
Sasoli for Rs1 Billion Modern
Operation Theatre Complex

Ziarat District Coordination Committee Reviews Security
of Development Projects and Overall Law and Order

BUITEMS, Beaconhouse Strengthen Academic
Partnership with Student Outreach Initiative

QUETTA: Balochistan
Governor Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has empha-
sized that the province’s
complex challenges re-
quire serious, long-term,
and sustainable solu-
tions,  stating that
Pakistan’s economic fu-
ture is closely linked to
peace, stability, and de-
velopment in
Balochistan.

The governor ex-
pressed these views
during a meeting at Gov-
ernor House Quetta with
Liaquat Baloch, Central
Vice President of Jamaat-
e-Islami Pakistan, and
Maulana Hidayat-ur-
Rehman, Provincial
Ameer of Jamaat-e-
Islami Balochistan and
Member of the Provin-
cial Assembly.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail said that
sustainable develop-
ment cannot be achieved
without lasting peace,
while peace itself cannot
endure without social
justice and public trust.

He stressed that

Balochistan Bodybuilder Abdul Razzaq Khilji Honored After
Winning Mr. Asia Title at World Men’s Physique Championship

District Education Group Reviews
School Performance in Dukki,

Assistant Commissioner
Orders Stronger Monitoring

WEB DESK:
BUITEMS and the
Beaconhouse School
System have agreed to
expand their academic
collaboration through
student outreach
programmes, campus
visits, and admissions
awareness initiatives,
marking a significant
step towards strength-
ening higher  education
opportunities for stu-
dents in Balochistan.

The agreement was
reinforced during the
Beaconhouse A-Level
Graduation Ceremony,
where Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Khalid Hafeez
attended as the Guest of
Honour.  During the
event, Beaconhouse in-
vited BUITEMS to con-
duct a dedicated admis-
sions and academic out-
reach session in August
2026 to introduce gradu-
ating students to the
university’s academic
programmes, research
facilities, scholarships,
and career opportuni-
ties.

As part of the en-

QUETTA: Balochistan’s
Adviser for Sports and
Youth Affairs Meena
Majeed Baloch has con-
gratulated renowned
bodybuilder Abdul
Razzaq Khilji for achiev-
ing a remarkable interna-
tional victory by winning
the Mr. Asia title at the
World Men’s Physique
Championship held in
Thailand, bringing pride
to Balochistan and Paki-
stan.

In recognition of his
outstanding achieve-
ment, the provincial ad-
viser presented Abdul
Razzaq Khilji with a
medal and a Certificate
of Appreciation during a
special ceremony. Secre-
tary Sports Dara Baloch
and Director General
Sports Yasir Khan Bazai
were also present on the
occasion.

Speaking at  the
event, Meena Majeed
Baloch said that Abdul

NASIRABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Virender
Lal conducted a compre-
hensive inspection of
several ongoing and
completed road infra-
structure projects
across Nasirabad dis-
trict, emphasizing qual-
ity construction, trans-
parency, and timely
completion to improve
public transportation

and connectivity.
During the visit, the

Deputy Commissioner
reviewed the progress of
multiple blacktop road
projects, including NA-
65 to Goth Asghar Khan
Umrani, Shah Wali Road,
Goth Nadir Ali Umrani
Road, Karam Khan
Sasoli Black Water Road,
Goth Dhani Bakhsh
Umrani Road,
Muhammad Parkani
Road, and Shah Mowah
Road. The inspection
was attended by SDO
Abid Ali Panhwar, SDO
Ehsan Ali Khosa, SDO
Nadeem Solangi, and

SDO Zafar Ali Umrani,
who briefed the Deputy
Commissioner on the
status of the develop-
ment schemes.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Virender Lal
closely examined the
quality, pace, and trans-
parency of the ongoing
and completed projects.

He directed the
concerned authorities to

and facilitate the timely
transportation of agricul-
tural produce to markets.

He noted that a
modern and efficient
road network not only
boosts economic activ-
ity but also enhances
the overall quality of life
for local communities.

Virender Lal further
instructed officials to
maintain the highest

standards of transpar-
ency, durability, and
construction quality in
all  development
projects, warning that
negligence or substan-
dard work would not be
tolerated.

Nasirabad road
projects, Virender Lal,
Deputy Commissioner
Nasirabad, Balochistan
infrastructure, blacktop
roads, rural connectiv-
ity, road development
Pakistan, Balochistan
development projects,
transportation infra-
structure,  Nasirabad
news.

ensure that all road
schemes are completed
according to approved
standards and within the
stipulated timeline so
that residents can ben-
efit from improved trans-
portation facilities with-
out delay.

Speaking during the
inspection, the Deputy
Commissioner said the
Government of
Balochistan has priori-
tized the construction of
quality road infrastruc-
ture to improve public
mobili ty,  strengthen
connectivity between
rural and urban areas,

KHUZDAR: Resi-
dents of Khuzdar have
expressed heartfelt
appreciation for
Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Razzaq Sasoli
for his efforts in facili-
tating the construction
of a modern operation
theatre complex
worth Rs1 billion, a
project expected to
transform healthcare
services in the district
and across Kalat Di-
vision.

According to citi-
zens, the project has
been made possible
through the special in-
terest of Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, the
Chief Secretary of
Balochistan, Commis-
sioner Kalat Division
Dr. Tufail Ahmed
Baloch, and the con-
tinuous efforts of
Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Razzaq Sasoli.

Public representa-
tives stated that this is
the first project of its
kind in Khuzdar and
will mark a new chap-
ter in the district’s
medical history.

They added that
the benefits of the fa-

strengthening public
confidence and ensur-
ing equitable develop-
ment are essential for the
province's long-term
stability.

Highlighting the
importance of youth par-
ticipation, the governor
said that young people
must be actively in-
volved in policymaking

and decision-making
processes so they can
play a meaningful role in
Pakistan’s progress and
prosperity.

He noted that rec-
ognizing the true poten-
tial of the younger gen-
eration is the first step
toward building a
brighter future, adding
that youth constitute the

largest  segment of
Pakistan’s population
and represent the
country's greatest
strength through their
energy, innovation, and
creativity.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail  further
urged political leaders,
religious scholars, and
influential members of

cility will extend to the
entire Kalat Division,
providing improved
surgical healthcare to
thousands of resi-
dents.

Citizens credited
the district administra-
tion for working tire-
lessly to turn the
project into reality.

The new opera-
tion theatre complex is
being designed ac-
cording to interna-
tional standards so that
patients can access a
wide range of surgical
services under one
roof.

Residents noted
that for several de-
cades, people from
Khuzdar and the
wider Jhalawan region
had to travel to Quetta
or Karachi for major
surgeries.

After the comple-
tion of this Rs1 billion
project, Khuzdar is ex-
pected to become
largely self-sufficient
in surgical healthcare,
allowing poor patients
to receive free and
quality treatment
within their own dis-
trict.

The project is ex-

pected to provide
timely medical assis-
tance for complex
maternity cases, pedi-
atric surgeries, acci-
dent victims, and other
critical surgical pa-
tients. Local residents
described the initiative
as a historic develop-
ment that will signifi-
cantly improve emer-
gency and specialized
healthcare services in
the region.

According to the
district administration,
the project will be
launched soon with the
special support of the
Chief Minister and
Chief Secretary of
Balochistan.

Authorities have
pledged to complete
the complex within the
stipulated timeframe
and hand it over to the
public as soon as pos-
sible.

The people of
Khuzdar thanked the
Government of
Balochistan and the
district administration
for this landmark ini-
tiative and expressed
hope that the project
will be completed at
the earliest.

society to rise above
personal interests and
work collectively for the
country's development
and national unity.

He emphasized the
need to promote politi-
cal dialogue, strengthen
social harmony, and en-
courage constructive
public engagement to
address the province’s
challenges through con-
sensus and cooperation.

Concluding his re-
marks,

the governor ex-
pressed confidence that
through joint efforts and
collective responsibility,
it is possible to build a
peaceful, prosperous,
and developed
Balochistan.

Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail, Governor
Balochistan, Liaquat
Baloch, Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman,
Balochistan develop-
ment, youth empower-
ment, political dialogue,
social harmony, Pakistan
economy, Quetta news,
Balochistan peace.

hanced collaboration,
both institutions also
agreed to organize regu-
lar educational visits for
Beaconhouse O-Level
and A-Level students to
the BUITEMS campus.
The visits will provide
prospective students
with firsthand exposure
to the university’s class-
rooms, laboratories, re-
search centres, and stu-
dent life, helping them
make informed deci-
sions about their higher
education.

Addressing the cer-
emony, Prof. Dr. Khalid
Hafeez congratulated
more than 70 A-Level
graduates on complet-
ing an important aca-
demic milestone.

He encouraged
them to pursue higher
education with confi-
dence, embrace innova-
tion, and develop the
skills needed to succeed
in an increasingly com-
petitive world.

The Vice Chancellor
highlighted BUITEMS’

growing reputation for
academic excellence, its
research-driven learning
environment, newly
launched degree
programmes, state-of-
the-art laboratories, and
modern teaching facili-
t ies.  He invited the
graduates to become
part of the university’s
vibrant academic com-
munity.

The ceremony was
hosted by Beaconhouse
Principal Mrs. Quaratul
Ain Khalid and Head of

the Beaconhouse Col-
lege Programme Ms.
Mehr Marrium, who wel-
comed the BUITEMS
delegation and empha-
sized the importance of
stronger institutional
collaboration to support
students in their transi-
tion to higher education.

A notable highlight
of the event was the en-
thusiastic response from
students towards
BUITEMS’ newly intro-
duced degree
programmes. Three
graduating A-Level stu-
dents met the Vice Chan-
cellor and expressed
their intention to apply
for admission, reflecting
the university’s growing
appeal among prospec-
tive students.

With nearly 250 stu-
dents expected to gradu-
ate from Beaconhouse
this year, the expanded
partnership is expected
to create greater oppor-
tunities for academic en-
gagement, university
outreach, and quality
higher education across
Balochistan.

Razzaq Khilji earned this
honor through his hard
work, dedication, and ex-
ceptional talent,  not
only bringing recogni-
tion to Balochistan but
also making Pakistan
proud on the interna-
tional stage.

She said that tal-

ented athletes like Abdul
Razzaq serve as an in-
spiring example for the
younger generation, and
their achievements
prove that Balochistan’s
youth possess the abil-
ity to compete and excel
at global sporting plat-
forms.

The provincial ad-
viser highlighted that, in
line with the vision of
Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
the provincial govern-
ment remains committed
to promoting sports, en-
couraging young talent,
and providing full sup-

port to athletes who
achieve excellence at
national and interna-
tional levels.

On the occasion,
Abdul Razzaq Khilji
thanked the Balochistan
government, the Sports
Department, and Ad-
viser for Sports and
Youth Affairs Meena
Majeed Baloch for their
support and encourage-
ment. He said that gov-
ernment backing and ap-
preciation motivate
young athletes to work
harder and achieve
greater success.

Abdul Razzaq
Khilji, Mr. Asia body-
building champion,
World Men’s Physique
C h a m p i o n s h i p ,
Balochistan sports,
Meena Majeed Baloch,
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, Paki-
stan bodybuilding, Thai-
land championship,
Balochistan athletes,
sports achievements.

ZIARAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Abdul
Qadoos Achakzai
chaired an important
meeting of the District
Coordination Committee
(DCC) and District Intel-
ligence Coordination
Committee (DICC) to re-
view the security situa-
tion surrounding devel-
opment projects and as-
sess the overall law and
order situation in Ziarat
district.

The meeting was
attended by DIG Police
Loralai Range Junaid
Ahmed Sheikh, Lieuten-

ant Colonel Zeeshan of
FC 155 Wing, Major
Amir, SP Ziarat Abdul
Malik, Assistant Com-
missioner Ziarat Sher
Shah Ghilzai, District
Health Officer Dr.
Muhammad Rafiq
Mastoi, CTD In-charge
Abdul Majeed, Special
Branch official
Muhammad Shakir, and
other senior civil and
security officials.

During the session,
participants conducted
a detailed review of the
security arrangements
for ongoing develop-

ment and construction
projects across the dis-
trict.

Discussions fo-
cused on ensuring the
protection of develop-
ment schemes, the unin-
terrupted execution of
construction activities,
and strengthening coor-
dination among law en-
forcement agencies and
relevant government de-
partments.

The committee also
reviewed the overall law
and order situation in
Ziarat and exchanged
recommendations aimed

at maintaining peace, en-
hancing public security,
and improving inter-
agency cooperation.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Abdul Qadoos
Achakzai emphasized
the importance of con-
tinued coordination
among civil administra-
tion, security forces, and
law enforcement agen-
cies to ensure a secure
environment for devel-
opment activities and
the well-being of the
public.

The meeting con-
cluded with a commit-

ment from all participat-
ing departments to main-
tain close cooperation in
safeguarding develop-
ment projects and pre-
serving peace and stabil-
ity throughout Ziarat
district.

Ziarat District Coor-
dination Committee,
Abdul Qadoos
Achakzai, Ziarat law and
order, development
project security, DIG
Junaid Ahmed Sheikh,
FC 155 Wing,
Balochistan security,
DCC meeting, DICC,
Ziarat news.

DUKKI: An impor-
tant meeting of the
District Education
Group (DEG) was
held in Dukki under
the chairmanship of
Assistant Commis-
sioner Muhammad
Akram Harifal to re-
view progress on edu-
cation reforms and
strengthen the
district’s school sys-
tem.

The meeting was
attended by District
Education Officer
Syed Ameer Shah
Bukhari, officials from
the Education Depart-
ment, monitoring staff,
and other relevant au-
thorities.

At the outset, par-
ticipants reviewed the

implementation of de-
cisions taken during
the previous DEG
meeting.

The discussion fo-
cused on teachers’ at-
tendance, field visit re-
ports, school perfor-
mance, the district
education plan, ongo-
ing development initia-
tives, and progress to-
ward key educational
targets.

Officials also dis-
cussed measures to
improve teaching and
learning in government
schools across the dis-
trict, increase student
enrollment and atten-
dance, provide essen-
tial facilities,

strengthen teach-
ers’ professional re-

sponsibilities, improve
examination results,
and enhance the ef-
fectiveness of the edu-
cation monitoring sys-
tem.

Participants em-
phasized that all rel-
evant departments
must work in close co-
ordination to improve
the overall quality of
education and achieve
the district’s educa-
tional objectives.

Addressing the
meeting, Assistant
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Muhammad Akram
Harifal directed edu-
cation officials to en-
sure regular monitor-
ing of all educational
institutions across
Dukki.
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PM says modernisation of Pakistan Railways
instrumental in establishing country as a regional hub

Azad Jammu and Kashmir  (AJK) polls shaping up
to be ‘Nawaz vs Bilawal’ contest

3 bodies found after vehicle
carrying Afghans swept away by

flash flood in KP's Khyber

Return to pre-July 9 position to resume talks:
Pakistan and Qatar tell US, Iran in joint proposal

NEWS DESK: With less
than a week to go in the
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir elections, the PML-
N and the PPP have
stepped up their election
campaigns, with their
top leadership taking
charge of the election
campaign to galvanise
their support base.

PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
is already in AJK for can-
vassing — just like he
did in Gilgit-Baltistan,
where his party ended
up forming the govern-
ment. Hoping to prevent
a repeat of the GB polls,
PML-N President Nawaz
Sharif, who has hitherto
kept a low profile, has
decided to step in and
lead the election cam-
paign in Kashmir. He is
expected to address mul-
tiple rallies in Azad
Kashmir. Observers see
this election as ‘Nawaz
vs Bilawal’ — with some

claiming that the election
campaign will be trickier
for the PML-N because
of widespread resent-
ment against the politi-
cal party over its pur-
ported role in the crack-
down on protests led by
the banned Joint Awami
Action Committee

not have smooth sailing
in Kashmir. “We learnt a
lot from Gilgit-Baltistan
elections where we did
not expect that PPP
Chairman Bilawal
would…even choose
PPP candidates by him-
self,” he said. This time,
the PML-N leadership is

proactively running the
election campaign and
aims to defeat the PPP.

On the other hand,
PPP leader Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari took the
PML-N to task in his
Kotli speech. According
to the PPP scion, the PPP
government has nothing
to do with the crack-
down and the ire of
JAAC protesters was
directed at the federal
government led by the
PML-N. He even men-
tioned controversial re-
marks by Khawaja Asif,
saying a member of the
federal cabinet, hailing
from Sialkot, did not be-
lieve that Rawalkot was
a part of AJK and this
had not been denied by
the PM. He also said the
PPP will “hunt the lion”
in the mountains of
Kashmir. PML-N leader
Rana Sanaullah asked
him to refrain from mak-
ing such a statement, as

this would add “fuel to
the fire” in Kashmir.
However, PPP leader
Sharjeel Memon said his
party chief was trying to
“put out” the fire ignited
by the PML-N ministers.

“Irresponsible and
anti-Kashmir statements
of PML-N federal minis-
ters have created a nega-
tive atmosphere in Kash-
mir. PML-N ministers
have insulted the
Kashmiri people by play-
ing frivolous politics,”
Memon added, hoping
to capitalise on the con-
troversial remarks by the
PML-N minister. As both
political heavyweights
lead their respective elec-
tion campaigns, political
observers are unsure if
the participation of
PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif is a wise move by
the PML-N, given its ap-
parent unpopularity in
Kashmir amid ongoing
unrest.

NEWS DESK: A joint de-
escalation proposal by
Pakistan and Qatar has
urged the United States
and Iran to return to
their pre-July 9 posi-
tions "as a first step" to
resume stalled talks to
permanently end their
months-long war, Paki-
stani government
sources told Anadolu on
Monday.

The proposal,
jointly drafted by
Islamabad and Doha af-
ter "consulting regional
partners", called on both
sides to return to the po-
sitions they held before
the beginning of the
fresh hostilit ies, the
sources added.

"Returning to the
pre-July 9 position will
be the first step to halt
the raging hostilities and
pave the way for the re-
sumption of talks either
in Islamabad or Doha,"
a Pakistani source close
to the ongoing media-
tion efforts said.

According to the
proposal, the sources
added, Iran will "imme-
diately" reopen the
Strait  of Hormuz,
whereas the US will end
the blockade of Iranian
ports and lift sanctions
on the sale of Iranian oil.

The sources added
that the formula also
proposes a two-week
ceasefire to halt the on-
going retaliatory military
strikes for the resump-
tion of stalled talks.

The sources further
said that Washington
and Tehran, if they
agree, will "immediately"
resume the stalled talks,
and the implementation
of the ceasefire in south-

ern Lebanon will be at
the top of the agenda.

Pakistani sources
said mediators are hope-
ful for a "positive" re-
sponse from both sides
and expect talks to re-
sume "very soon."

Iran engaged in 'full-
scale war' with the US:
Pezeshkian

Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian said
on Monday that Iran is

engaged in a “full-scale
war” with the United
States and Iran must ac-
cept the repercussions
of the conflict.

“The reality is that
today the Islamic Re-
public of Iran is engaged
in a full-scale war. We
must be realistic and ac-
cept the natural conse-
quences of this resis-
tance,” Pezeshkian said,
according to a presiden-
tial statement reported
by Al Jazeera.

Pezeshkian added
that the Islamabad
Memorandum of Under-
standing signed with the
US largely favours Iran.

“In none of the 14

clauses … have we
backed down from our
rights, principles, na-
tional interests, revolu-
tionary values, and be-
liefs,” he said.

“A major part of the
achievements has been
in favour of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, and
practically no clause can
be found that has cre-
ated a unilateral benefit
for the American side,”

Pezeshkian said.
Hostilities resumed

in the Gulf region be-
tween the United States
and Iran this month de-
spite the agreement that
was signed in June.

'Actions must con-
firm claims, not contra-
dict them': Parliament
speaker Ghalibaf

Iranian Parliament
speaker Mohammed
Bagher Ghalibaf stated
on X that the US keeps
"bringing new military
equipment to the re-
gion" while claiming
"they're after stopping
the war." "They've bet
on our intelligence being
as brief as their own IQ,"

NEWS DESK: A vehicle
carrying Afghan families
returning to the
neighbouring country
was swept away in a
flash flood triggered by
rains in the Landi Kotal
tehsil of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa’s Khyber
district on Monday, Res-
cue 1122 said.

Rescue workers
have so far recovered
the bodies of three
people travelling in the
car, the emergency ser-
vice said, adding that the
search for the others was
under way.

Rescue 1122 said in
an initial statement that
the vehicle was swept
away near Sultan Khel
Market, following which
rescue teams were dis-
patched to the site and
a search operation was
launched.

In subsequent
statements, it said the
bodies of a woman and
a man were found by
Rescue 1122 divers, who
had the assistance of lo-
cal residents, in the
Jamrud town, while the
body of a child was re-
covered from the Parang
Sang area.

The bodies were

he said, criticising the
contradictory rhetoric
and actions of the US
government, adding that
Iran recognises the
"American games."

Ghalibaf added that
"on that basis, we have
prepared ourselves."

"Actions must con-
firm claims, not contra-
dict them."

US identifies sol-
diers killed in Iran attack

on Jordan The Pentagon
stated that Lieutenant
Tyler James Feehan, 25,
of Ewa Beach, Hawaii,
and Private Isabella
Gonzales,  19,  of
Carrollton, Texas, were
killed in the Iranian
strikes on Jordan on Fri-
day, as per Al Jazeera.

The US service
members were support-
ing a US mission against
the armed group ISIL
(ISIS), a statement said.

On Saturday, the
US Central Command
said two troops were
killed in Jordan while
defending against Ira-
nian ballistic missile and
drone attacks.

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday said that the
modernisation of Paki-
stan Railways’ infra-
structure will be instru-
mental in establishing
the country as a regional
trade and logistics hub.

He made the re-
marks while presiding
over a review meeting on
the progress of the Pa-
kistan Railways Trans-
formation Plan. During
the meeting, he directed
the swift upgradation of
Pakistan Railways to
make it a more effective
and revenue-generating
mode of transport.

He also remarked
that the railway was the
most cost-effective and
efficient mode of trans-
port for both passengers
and freight.

He added that a
modern and efficient rail-
way system would play

a pivotal  role in
s t r e n g t h e n i n g
Pakistan’s economy,
promoting trade and en-
hancing regional con-
nectivity.

PM Shehbaz di-
rected that all railway
development projects be
completed within the
stipulated t imelines
while maintaining the
highest quality stan-
dards. He instructed the
relevant authorities to
present proposals re-
garding the upgradation
of the Rohri–Multan
section of Main Line-1
(ML-1). The meeting
was briefed on the
progress of ML-1 and
ML-3 upgradation
projects, Thar Coal rail-
way connectivity and
other ongoing railway
initiatives.

According to the
briefing, the Detailed
Engineering Design

(DED) for the Karachi–
Rohri section of ML-1
has been completed.

The ML-3 Rohri–
Nok Kundi upgradation
will be carried out under
the Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme
(PSDP) and through
bridge financing.

Of the 112-kilometre
Thar Coal Railway Con-
nectivity Project, linking
Thar Coal to Chhor Rail-
way Station, 60 per cent
of the work has been
completed,  and the
project is expected to be
completed by December
2026. The services of an
international consultant
have been engaged to
support reforms in Paki-
stan Railways, the meet-
ing was told.

The premier was in-
formed that services at
r a i l w a y - o p e r a t e d
schools and hospitals
have been outsourced,

while work was being
init iated on the
commercialisation of six
major railway stations.

The meeting was
attended by federal min-
isters Ahsan Iqbal, Ahad
Khan Cheema, Hanif
Abbasi and Shaza
Fatima, along with PM’s
Adviser on Privatisation
Muhammad Ali, Minis-
ter of State for Finance
and Railways Bilal Azhar
Kayani and other senior
government officials.

Last month,  PM
Shehbaz approved a
strategic roadmap for
comprehensive reforms
in Pakistan Railways, in-
cluding improvements in
services, digitisation,
track upgradation and
private-sector invest-
ment. In January, Abbasi
said work on ML-1 rail-
way project was ex-
pected to begin in July
2026 from Karachi Port.

initially taken to Type D
Hospital in Jamrud and
later to the Afghan refu-
gee camp in Landikotal,
Rescue 1122 said.

During their search,
rescue personnel also
found the body of a man
who was identified as a
resident of Jamrud.

Separately, the roof
of a room collapsed in
Mardan’s Kalu Dheri vil-
lage, leaving two chil-
dren dead, according to
Rescue 1122.

The emergency ser-
vice said in a statement
that the children’s
mother and 14-year-old
sister were injured in the
incident. The injured
were shifted to Mardan
Medical Complex Hospi-
tal, it added.

Last week, the Paki-
stan Meteorological De-
partment had predicted
widespread rains in the
country for this week,
with showers expected in
Khyber, Mardan and
several other areas of KP
between July 19 and July
23.

Emergency meeting
In light of the fore-

cast, Shah Fahad, Res-
cue 1122’s director gen-
eral in Khyber, chaired

an emergency online
meeting to review the
weather situation and
directed all district emer-
gency officers to remain
on high alert, the emer-
gency service’s state-
ment detailing the meet-
ing said.

According to the
statement, he issued di-
rectives to ensure ser-
vice delivery in accor-
dance with the approved
comprehensive plans.

The statement fur-
ther quoted him as say-
ing that rescue person-
nel, emergency vehicles,
rescue boats and
specialised equipment
had been deployed in all
districts for emergency
response while rescue
personnel and equip-
ment had also been also
deployed at temporary
water rescue points.

“Rescue 1122’s wa-
ter rescue teams are con-
tinuously patrolling riv-
ers, streams, nullahs and
waterways,” he said,
adding that citizens were
advised to avoid unnec-
essary travel, stay away
from rivers and rain-fed
waterways, and contact
the 1122 helpline in case
of emergencies.

Three suspects sent on 14-day
judicial remand in foreign

women abduction case
NEWS DESK: A magis-
terial court on Monday
sent three suspects on
14-day judicial remand in
a case regarding the kid-
napping and rape of two
foreign women.

Defence-C police
produced the three sus-
pects before the court
on the expiry of their
physical remand. The
investigating officer
asked the court to re-
mand the suspects in ju-
dicial custody.

The magistrate ac-
cepted the request and
sent the suspects to the
judicial lockup with di-
rections to the police to
submit their investiga-
tion report by the next
hearing.

Police had earlier
arrested seven other
suspects in connection
with the alleged kidnap-
ping and rape of two for-
eign women. Four of
them, Sajid, Sikandar,
Hassan and Raza Dar
(close relative of a promi-
nent political figure),
were initially placed on

physical remand thrice
for investigation and
then sent to judicial re-
mand.

The remaining
three, Rizwan, Nawaz
and Nasir, were also sent
on judicial remand on
July 20.

Meanwhile, another
main suspect "boss"
was arrested on July 18
and produced before the
magisterial court on July
19, where he was sent
on five days physical
remand.

According to the
prosecution, the latest
suspect, Waheed Tahir
alias "boss", is alleged
to have played a key role
in the offence.

Earlier, the Lahore
High Court (LHC) dis-
posed of a petition seek-
ing the recovery of
Tahir, the prime suspect,
after police informed the
court that he had already
been arrested, produced
before a magistrate and
sent on physical remand
to the police.

Justice Abhar Gul

Khan heard the petition
filed by the suspect's
mother, Mumtaz Bibi,
who claimed that police
had taken her son into
custody in connection
with the foreign women
case but had failed to
produce him before a
competent court within
the constitutionally pre-
scribed 24-hour period.

The petitioner had
prayed to the court to
declare her son's deten-
tion “illegal” and order
his release from what
she termed unlawful
custody.

In response,  the
police submitted a report
stating that Tahir had
been formally arrested in
the case, produced be-
fore a judicial magistrate
a day earlier and handed
over to investigators on
a five-day physical re-
mand.

According to the
prosecution,  “Boss”
played a central role in
the commission of the
offence. After taking the
police report on record,

CJP-led body decides to recommend constitutional tweak to govt
for establishment of international commercial court

(JAAC).
They believe that

the PML-N is utilising
all efforts to win the
Kashmir polls because it
does not want to cede
space to the PPP as it did
in Gilgit-Baltistan, where

Bhutto-Zardari ran a vig-
orous campaign to lead
his party to victory.
PM’s information ad-
viser Ikhtiyar Wali said
the PML-N has learnt
from the mistakes it made
in GB and the PPP will

NEWS DESK: The Law
and Justice Commission
of Pakistan (LJCP) de-
cided on Monday to rec-
ommend a consti tu-
tional amendment to the
federal government to
pave the way for the es-
tablishment of an “Inter-
national Commercial
Court of Pakistan”.

The decision was
taken at the 49th meet-
ing of the LJCP, headed
by Chief Justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) Yahya Afridi,
a statement issued by
the Supreme Court said.

“Recognising the
pivotal role of a modern
commercial justice sys-
tem in promoting invest-
ment, economic growth

and international trade,
the Law and Justice
Commission of Pakistan,
under the chairmanship
of the chief justice of Pa-
kistan, today recom-
mended the establish-
ment of the International
Commercial Court of Pa-
kistan through a pro-
posed consti tutional
amendment,” the state-
ment read.

The statement
added, “The Interna-
tional Commercial Court
of Pakistan has been
proposed as an indepen-
dent federal superior
court through the inser-
tion of a new Article 212-
A in the Constitution.”

It said that the pro-

posed new court was
envisaged to “provide
swift and efficient reso-
lution of international
commercial disputes,

strengthen enforcement
of arbitral awards, pro-
mote consistency and
predictability in commer-
cial jurisprudence, en-

hance investor confi-
dence, and position Pa-
kistan as a credible des-
tination for international
trade and investment”.


