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Security and Regional Stability

From Our Correspondent:

MASTUNG: In a heartbreaking
incident along the Quetta–
Karachi Highway, unidentified
armed men opened fire on a pas-
senger vehicle near the Khad
Kocha area of Mastung district,
leaving two women dead and
three others, including children,

survivor stated.
The unexpected gunfire trig-

gered intense panic, causing the
driver to lose control of the ve-
hicle.

The sudden loss of control,
compounded by the hail of bul-
lets, resulted in the fatal crash.

Investigation and
Response

Rawalpindi;ISPR:

His Excellency Eskandar
Momeni, Interior Minister of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
called on Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir, NI (M), HJ, Chief

of Army Staff & Chief of De-
fence Forces, at the General
Headquarters (GHQ),
Rawalpindi.

During the meeting, mat-
ters of mutual interest, regional
and bilateral security and ef-
fective border management

severely injured.
According to initial reports

and statements from survivors,
the family was traveling from
Karachi to Quetta with an ailing
female relative who was being
transported for medical care.

Sudden Attack and
Driver Panic

Describing the harrowing or-
deal, an injured survivor re-
counted that armed individuals
stationed on the highway unex-
pectedly signaled for their vehicle
to pull over.

”As the driver attempted to
slow down and stop the vehicle
in panic, gunmen positioned on
both sides of the road suddenly
opened indiscriminate fire,” the

Tragically, two women lost
their lives on the spot, while three
other passengers—including
young children—sustained seri-
ous injuries. Emergency services
rushed to the scene shortly after
the attack to assist the victims and
transport the injured to a nearby
medical facility for urgent treat-
ment.

Preliminary details reveal that
the impacted family originally
hails from the Zhob district of
Balochistan.

Local law enforcement au-
thorities have cordoned off the
area, initiated a investigation, and
launched a search operation to
trace the unidentified assailants
responsible for the highway at-
tack.

Qaseem Shah:

Pakistan has been ranked as the
world’s most terrorism-affected
country in the Global Terrorism
Index (GTI) 2026, overtaking
Burkina Faso, as the country con-
tinues its long-standing fight
against terrorism and violent ex-
tremism.

According to the report,
1,139 people lost their lives in ter-
rorism-related incidents in Paki-
stan during 2025, representing an
increase of nearly six percent com-
pared to the previous year.

While the number of terror-

ist attacks declined slightly from
1,098 in 2024 to 1,045 in 2025, hos-
tage-taking incidents increased
significantly, reflecting the evolv-
ing tactics of militant groups.

The report  identifies
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa as the provinces
most affected by terrorism. To-
gether, they accounted for more
than 74 percent of all terrorist at-
tacks and 67 percent of terrorism-
related fatalities recorded across
Pakistan.

The Global Terrorism Index
2026 states that terrorist groups
continued to target civilians, pub-
lic infrastructure, and security

forces, particularly in areas along
Pakistan’s western border.

Among the terrorist outfits
active in the country, the Tehrik-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) was
identified as the deadliest group
in 2026.

According to the report, the
organization carried out 595 at-
tacks, resulting in 637 deaths dur-
ing the year.

The report also highlights
the passenger train hostage at-
tack in Balochistan as one of the
deadliest terrorist incidents of
2025.

Terrorists derailed a train and
took hundreds of passengers

were discussed, the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR)
said.The visiting Iranian digni-
tary appreciated Pakistan’s
consistent efforts and indis-
pensable diplomatic role in eas-
ing regional tensions, encour-
aging de-escalation and serv-

hostage, resulting in significant
casualties before the situation was
brought under control.

The Global Terrorism Index
notes that Pakistan has faced the
challenge of terrorism for more
than two decades and continues
to undertake extensive security
and counterterrorism efforts to re-
store peace and stability.

The report underscores that
the fight against terrorism remains
a major national security priority,
with authorities continuing opera-
tions aimed at dismantling militant
networks, protecting civilians,
and strengthening security
across affected regions.

Field Marshal and COAS General Syed Asim Munir receiving the Iranian Interior Minister: Photo ISPR

ing as an anchor for peace.
The meeting concluded on

reaffirmation of resolve to
maintain close coordination and
cooperative mechanisms to
safeguard regional security and
mutual prosperity, the ISPR
mentioned.

File photo of security personnel after terror attack
somewhere in Balochistan

Quetta Woman Gives
Birth to Quintuplets,
Mother and All Five

Babies in Good Health

ALI HAMZA:

QUETTA: A woman in
Quetta has safely given
birth to quintuplets at a lo-
cal hospital, with both the
mother and all five new-
borns reported to be in
good health, hospital offi-
cials confirmed.

According to the hospital ad-
ministration, the woman
delivered five babies at the
same time, including three
girls and two boys. Medi-
cal staff said the delivery
was successfully man-
aged, and both the mother
and the newborns are in
stable condition.

The hospital stated that the
mother and the babies
have been shifted to a spe-
cialized care unit, where
they are receiving close
medical monitoring and
postnatal care.

The Quetta-based couple al-
ready had three children
before the birth. With the
arrival of the quintuplets,
their family has now
grown to eight children.

Hospital officials described the
birth as a rare and joyful
occasion,

adding that the medical team
will continue to monitor the
health of the mother and
the newborns to ensure
their well-being.

Quetta:Woman Gives Birth to Quintuplets,
Mother and All Five Babies in Good Health
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Fiscal Federalism and the Quest for Equity in Pakistan
Agha Sanaullah:
Fiscal federalism forms
the bedrock of gover-
nance in any federation,
determining how finan-
cial resources are raised,
shared, and spent to fos-
ter balanced develop-
ment and social equity.
In Pakistan, this relation-
ship is constitutionally
mediated through the
National Finance Com-
mission (NFC) Award, a
mechanism designed to
rectify both vertical im-
balances between the
federal and provincial
governments and hori-
zontal disparities among
the provinces them-
selves.
      While the NFC
Award represents a vital
instrument for devolu-
tion and provincial au-
tonomy, a critical exami-
nation reveals that its
promise of equitable re-
source distribution is
persistently undermined
by deeper,  systemic
flaws in the country’s
fiscal governance.

The NFC Award
has, over successive it-
erations, progressively
increased the provincial
share in national rev-
enues,  thereby
strengthening fiscal de-
centralization. This shift
has the potential to im-
prove public service de-
livery by bringing re-
sources closer to the
people.

 However, the effec-
tiveness of these trans-
fers is contingent upon
a healthy national fiscal
environment—a condi-
tion Pakistan has rarely
met.

The nation’s fiscal
narrative is character-
ized by structural weak-
nesses that choke the
system at its source.

A chronically nar-

row tax base, heavy reli-
ance on regressive indi-
rect taxation, and ineffi-
cient revenue mobiliza-
tion by the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
mean that the total pool
of resources available
for distribution is per-
petually insufficient.

Consequently, even
a well-intentioned NFC
Award framework oper-
ates within a system of
scarcity, limiting its ca-
pacity to achieve genu-
ine equity.

“Hidden Deficits”
and Contingent Liabili-

ties
Beyond revenue in-

adequacy, the expendi-
ture side of the fiscal
equation presents an
equally formidable chal-
lenge.

A significant por-
tion of the federal bud-
get is consumed by non-
development expendi-
ture, most notably debt
servicing and defense.
This leaves limited fiscal
space for development
spending, which is cru-
cial for long-term eco-
nomic growth and for
addressing regional in-

equalities.
The paper notes

that the fiscal year 2024–
25 saw a nine-year low
in the consolidated bud-
get deficit, partly due to
provincial surpluses.
However, this superficial
stability masks the un-
derlying reality that the
cost of servicing past
debt continues to crowd
out investments in the
human and physical in-
frastructure needed to
level the playing field
among provinces.

A major contribu-
tion of the research is its

identification of “hidden
deficits” and contingent
liabilities as critical yet
often overlooked
sources of fiscal stress.
Beyond the conven-
tional budget deficit,
factors such as off-bud-
get expenditures, subsi-
dies to loss-making pub-
lic sector enterprises,
and implicit guarantees
for future.

Cycle of Short-Term
Fixes Rather Than Long-
Term Solutions

obligations create a
precarious financial real-
ity. This lack of transpar-

ency in accounting for
risks—from natural ca-
lamities to the collapse of
state-owned corpora-
tions—exposes the fed-
eration to unpredictable
fiscal shocks.

The failure to con-
solidate and disclose
these contingent liabili-
ties means that the true
scale of fiscal vulnerabil-
ity is rarely debated in
parliament or under-
stood by the public, per-
petuating a cycle of
short-term fixes rather
than long-term solu-
tions.

To break this cycle,
the paper argues for a
fundamental shift from
one-dimensional, crisis-
driven fiscal manage-
ment to a multi-dimen-
sional, institutionally
anchored approach.

It recommends a
suite of reforms that
move beyond the NFC
Award itself to
strengthen the entire fis-
cal ecosystem.

Key among these
are the establishment of
an Independent Fiscal
Council (IFC) to provide
unbiased analysis of fis-

cal policy and budget
assumptions, thus re-
ducing political discre-
tion and enhancing evi-
dence-based decision-
making.

Furthermore, it calls
for strengthening the
Medium-Term Budget-
ary Framework by link-
ing it to Public Service
Agreements (PSAs) that
tie resource allocation
to measurable out-
comes,

ensuring that pro-
vincial transfers under
the NFC Award translate
into tangible improve-
ments in education,
health, and infrastruc-
ture.

In conclusion, the
National Finance Com-
mission Award is an es-
sential but insufficient
instrument for achieving
fiscal equity in Pakistan.
Its effectiveness is inex-
tricably linked to the
overall health of the
nation’s public finances.

As the research pa-
per demonstrates, per-
sistent issues such as a
narrow tax base, unsus-
tainable debt service,
and opaque contingent
liabilities undermine the
very resources that the
NFC Award is meant to
distribute equitably.

Moving forward,
the focus must broaden
from negotiating provin-
cial shares to implement-
ing deep-rooted institu-
tional reforms.

 By enhancing rev-
enue mobilization, ensur-
ing fiscal transparency,
and prudently managing
debt and liabilities, Pa-
kistan can create an en-
vironment where the
NFC Award can fulfill its
consti tutional prom-
ise—fostering a resil-
ient, balanced, and truly
equitable federation.

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma
Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent
to global carbon emis-
sions, yet it consis-
tently ranks among the
countries most ex-
posed to climate-in-
duced disasters. This
imbalance is not
merely an environ-
mental concern; it re-
flects governance di-
lemma rooted in a
weak institutional co-
ordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and
water insecurity dem-
onstrate its far-reach-
ing global conse-
quences.

Since these im-
pacts transcend na-
tional borders, climate
change is inherently a
global challenge.
Along with other de-
veloping nations, Paki-
stan remains highly
vulnerable.

In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth
warmest year in the
last 64 years, with an
average temperature
of 23.52°C and rainfall
levels 31 percent
above the historical
average. This high-
lights the urgency of
collective international
action.

For Pakistan, how-
ever, climate vulner-
ability is compounded
by governance con-
straints. Fragmented
institutional coordina-
tion, weak policy

implementation, and
limited emphasis on
adaptation have re-
duced the state’s ca-
pacity to respond ef-
fectively. Conse-
quently, the climate
crisis in Pakistan re-
flects not only envi-
ronmental stress but
also persistent gover-
nance failures.

Climate change
refers to long-term
shifts in global
weather patterns and
temperatures, prima-
rily driven by human
activities. According
to United Nations
findings, excessive

greenhouse gas emis-
sions have intensified
heat retention in the
atmosphere. Gases
such as carbon diox-
ide, methane, and ni-
trous oxide have thick-
ened the atmospheric
blanket, largely due to
deforestation, fossil
fuel consumption, and
rapid industrialization.

One of the most
visible consequences
of climate change is
rising global tempera-
tures.

The Copernicus
Climate Change Ser-
vice reported that av-
erage global tempera-

tures in 2024 exceeded
pre-industrial levels by
1.52°C. This warming
has intensified
heatwaves, prolonged
droughts, and in-
creased wildfire risks.
Rising temperatures
have also disrupted
weather systems,
leading to irregular
rainfall, intense
storms, and stronger
hurricanes.

Another major
consequence is sea-
level rise. Oceans ab-
sorb nearly 90 percent
of excess heat caused
by greenhouse gas
emissions, leading to

thermal expansion. Si-
multaneously, melting
glaciers and ice sheets
contribute to rising sea
levels.

According to En-
cyclopedia Britannica,
global sea levels have
risen by approximately
21 to 25 centimeters
since 1880, threaten-
ing coastal livelihoods
and infrastructure.

Climate change
has also intensified
water scarcity, a
growing global con-
cern. Pakistan is al-
ready a water-
stressed country, and
climate variability has

further exacerbated
this challenge.

A report by the
Pakistan Institute of
Development Eco-
nomics places Paki-
stan among the most
water-risk-prone na-
tions. Water scarcity
places immense pres-
sure on agriculture, in-
dustry, and house-
holds, undermining
economic stability and
food security.

Despite contribut-
ing minimally to global
emissions, Pakistan
bears a disproportion-
ate share of climate-
related losses. The

Global Climate Risk
Index ranks Pakistan
among the most vul-
nerable countries to
climate change.

The 2022 floods
alone caused an esti-
mated economic loss
of $40 billion and
claimed at least 1,700
lives. More recently,
monsoon floods in
2025 resulted in over
1,000 deaths.

Given these reali-
ties, climate adaptation
is no longer an aca-
demic debate but a
strategic necessity.

Mitigation re-
mains essential to limit

future warming
through reduced
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Transitioning
from fossil fuels to re-
newable energy
sources such as solar,
wind, and hydropower
is critical.

Equally important
is adaptation. Since
climate impacts are
already unavoidable,
societies must
strengthen resilience.
Investment in climate-
resilient infrastructure,
improved urban plan-
ning, and effective
water management is
vital.

Global coopera-
tion remains the third
pillar of climate re-
sponse. Climate
change transcends
borders and requires
collective responsibil-
ity. Developed nations
must honor climate fi-
nance commitments
and support vulnerable
countries in adaptation
efforts.

For Pakistan, ef-
fective climate gover-
nance is central to re-
silience. Addressing
financing constraints,
strengthening legisla-
tion, improving fed-
eral–provincial coordi-
nation, and prioritizing
adaptation over rheto-
ric are critical steps.

Climate change
presents urgent chal-
lenges that demand
immediate action.
Without decisive re-
forms in climate gov-
ernance and a strate-
gic shift toward adap-
tation, Pakistan will
continue to pay an un-
just price for a crisis it
did little to create.

The author can be
reached at:
dinziaud19@gmail.com.



03 BALOCHISTAN Wednesday,July.22.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Gwadar Open Court
Addresses Public Grievances,

Focuses on Students and
Fishermen’s Issues

Loralai Municipal Committee Continues Citywide
Cleanliness Drive to Improve Public Hygiene

Chaman Reviews Development
Projects, Accelerates

Implementation of Phase
III Schemes

Kech Health Committee Reviews Healthcare
Services, Cracks Down on Illegal Medicines

Quetta: 128 of 150 Non-Functional Schools
Restored, Inquiry Launched Against

35 Absent Teachers

LORALAI:  Under
the vision of the
Balochistan govern-
ment, and following
the directives of
Loralai Division Com-
missioner Wali
Muhammad Bareech
and Municipal Com-
mittee Chief Officer
Mohibullah Baloch, a
special citywide
cleanliness campaign
is being carried
        out across
Loralai to provide resi-
dents with a cleaner,
healthier, and more
pleasant environment.

Municipal Com-
mittee teams are ac-
tively cleaning drains,
streets, rainwater
channels,

and public areas in
different parts of the
city to ensure proper
sanitation and an effi-
cient drainage system.
As part of the cam-
paign, cleaning opera-

Barkhan Reviews Security Situation, Orders
Enhanced Safety Measures on N-70 Highway

QUETTA: Deputy
Commissioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini
chaired a meeting of
the District Education
Group to review key
education issues
across the district, in-
cluding the restoration
of non-functional
schools, teacher avail-
ability, and the overall
performance of gov-
ernment schools.

The meeting was
attended by the Addi-
tional Deputy Com-
missioner (General),
District Education Of-
ficers (Male and Fe-
male), relevant
Deputy District Offic-
ers (DDOs), the
RTSM (Real-Time
School Monitoring)
team, and other con-
cerned officials.

During the meet-
ing, officials informed

BARKHAN: In line with
Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti's
vision for peace, public
safety, and effective
governance,  Deputy
Commissioner Saeed ur
Rehman Kakar chaired
the monthly meetings of
the District Coordina-
tion Committee (DCC)
and the District Intelli-
gence Coordination
Committee (DICC).

The meetings were
attended by the Super-
intendent of Police (SP),
representatives of intel-
ligence agencies, law
enforcement officials,
and heads of various
district departments.

Participants con-
ducted a comprehensive
review of the district's
overall law and order
situation, security ar-
rangements,  inter-
agency coordination, in-
telligence sharing, and

GWADAR: The district
administration orga-
nized an Open Court
(Khuli Kachehri) under
the chairmanship of As-
sistant Commissioner
Gwadar Romail Naeem
Khan to hear public com-
plaints and ensure the
timely resolution of civic
issues.

The session was at-
tended by a large num-
ber of residents, along

with Director Fisheries
Ahmed Nadeem, Mu-
nicipal Corporation
Chairman Majid Johar,
and heads and repre-
sentatives of various
g o v e r n m e n t
departments.Held under
the government's vision
of responsive gover-
nance and effective
public service, the open
forum provided citizens
with an opportunity to
directly present their in-
dividual and community
concerns before the rel-
evant authorities.

During the meeting,
the Assistant Commis-
sioner, Director Fisher-
ies, Municipal Corpora-
tion Chairman, and other
officials instructed con-
cerned departments to
address public com-
plaints promptly,
strengthen interdepart-
mental coordination, and

ensure measurable
progress within the pre-
scribed timeframe.

A wide range of
public issues were dis-
cussed, including water
supply, electricity, bor-
der trade, law and order,
healthcare, education,
revenue matters, polic-
ing, sanitation, munici-
pal services, civic facili-
ties, and the New Town
Housing Scheme.

and other challenges
faced by fishermen. The
Assistant Commis-
sioner instructed the
concerned departments
to prioritize the resolu-
tion of legitimate issues
affecting the sector and
take practical steps to
promote its sustainable
development.

Addressing the
gathering, Assistant
Commissioner Romail

Naeem Khan said that
direct engagement be-
tween the public and the
administration is the cor-
nerstone of good gover-
nance.

He noted that pub-
lic forums such as open
courts play a vital role in
ensuring timely griev-
ance redressal, promot-
ing transparency and
accountabili ty,  and
strengthening public
confidence in govern-
ment institutions.

He added that, in
line with government di-
rectives, the district ad-
ministration will con-
tinue organizing such
public outreach pro-
grams regularly to im-
prove public welfare,
enhance the delivery of
essential services, and
make governance more
responsive to citizens'
needs.

Relevant officials
issued on-the-spot di-
rections and assured
participants that practi-
cal measures would be
taken to resolve the
highlighted issues.

Students raised
concerns regarding edu-
cational scholarships,
prompting the Assistant
Commissioner to direct
the relevant institutions
to immediately coordi-
nate on resolving the is-
sues and ensure that de-
serving students receive
the necessary support.
He also emphasized the
importance of expanding
technical and vocational
training programs to em-
power local youth.

Members of the
fishing community high-
lighted issues related to
the fisheries sector, in-
cluding the fishing and
marketing of beach fish

CHAMAN:  Deputy
Commissioner Chaman
Habib Ahmed Bangulzai
chaired an important
meeting of the District
Development Commit-
tee (DDC) at the Deputy
Commissioner's Office to
review the progress of
ongoing and completed
development projects
and discuss the imple-
mentation strategy for
upcoming schemes.

The meeting was
attended by officials
from relevant govern-
ment departments, repre-
sentatives of security
agencies, Executive En-
gineers (XENs), and en-
gineers from the
Balochistan Spatial Data
Infrastructure (BSDI).

During the meeting,
participants conducted a
detailed review of com-
pleted and ongoing de-
velopment projects un-
der Phase I and Phase II,
while also discussing

tions were conducted
in several locations,
including the rainwa-
ter drain near Mullah
Khadar Neka Grave-
yard, Levies Line,
Hareef Gali, Kamran
Sahib Stop,

 SSP Office,
Thanda Masjid, Dr.
Saadat Hospital,
Hanzala Masjid,

Ameer Zaman
Mohalla, A.Q.

Khan School,
Chakai Gali, Jan
Muhammad Gali,
Kabari School, and the
vicinity of the old
NADRA office. In re-
sponse to public com-
plaints, sanitation
teams also revisited
certain areas to carry

out additional cleaning.
The operation uti-

lized tractor-trolleys,
Suzuki vehicles, and
other municipal ma-
chinery to remove
waste and clear
blocked drains.

Alongside the
sanitation campaign,
municipal staff regu-
larly watered newly

the timely and effective
execution of Phase III
development schemes.

Relevant depart-
ments presented PC-I
documents, GPS coordi-
nates, site photographs,
and progress reports to
provide a comprehen-
sive update on the sta-
tus of each project.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Habib Ahmed
Bangulzai directed all
concerned departments
to ensure that develop-
ment projects are com-
pleted within

the stipulated
timelines while main-
taining high standards
of quality, transparency,
and accountability so
that the public can ben-
efit from them as early as
possible.

He emphasized that
all projects would remain
under continuous moni-
toring and warned that
unnecessary delays,

participants that 128
out of 150 previously
non-functional schools
in Quetta district have
been fully restored
and are now opera-
tional.

Efforts are con-
tinuing to make the re-
maining schools func-
tional at the earliest.
A detailed report was
also presented on
schools facing

teacher shortages,
highlighting the need
for additional teaching
staff to ensure uninter-
rupted educational ac-
tivities.

The RTSM team
presented its district-
wide school monitor-
ing report, revealing
that departmental in-
quiries have been ini-
tiated against 35
teachers for persistent

other matters related to
public safety and
governance.Addressing
the meeting, Deputy
Commissioner Saeed ur
Rehman Kakar directed
all relevant institutions
to further strengthen co-
ordination and institu-
tional collaboration to
maintain peace and se-
curity across the district.

He specifically or-

dered tighter security
measures along the N-70
National Highway, in-
structing authorities to
increase joint patrols,
enhance security
screening and check-
point operations, and
maintain strict surveil-
lance of suspicious indi-
viduals and activities to
ensure a safe and secure
environment for

commuters.The Deputy
Commissioner empha-
sized that protecting the
lives and property of citi-
zens and maintaining
lasting peace in the dis-
trict is a shared respon-
sibility of all concerned
institutions.

He reaffirmed that
the district administra-
tion, police, law enforce-
ment agencies, and intel-

ligence organizations
will continue to work in
close coordination,
adopting a professional
approach and taking
timely measures to pre-
serve law and order.

He also stressed
that all relevant agencies
must remain fully pre-
pared to respond effec-
tively to any emergency
situation.

TURBAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Kech Yasir
Iqbal Dashti chaired an
important meeting of the
District Health Commit-
tee at  the Deputy
Commissioner's Office in
Turbat to review the
overall healthcare situa-
tion, medical service de-
livery, and key chal-
lenges facing the health
sector across the dis-
trict.

The meeting was
attended by Director
Health Makran Dr.

Mohibullah Baloch,
Medical Superintendent
of Teaching Hospital
Turbat Dr.  Waheed
Baleedi, World Health
Organization (WHO)
representative Dr.
Arsalan, PPHI District
Support Manager Dr.
Murtaza Baloch, Drug
Inspector Muhammad
Akram Baloch, District
Accounts Officer (Trea-
sury) Saddam Baloch,
and other relevant offi-
cials.

Participants held

detailed discussions on
improving the delivery
of quality and timely
healthcare services, the
performance of govern-
ment hospitals, the avail-
ability of medicines, chal-
lenges faced by medical
staff, and measures to
strengthen the district's
healthcare system.

During the meeting,
MS Teaching Hospital
Turbat Dr.  Waheed
Baleedi briefed partici-
pants on the hospital's
overall performance,

highlighting medical ser-
vices,

patient care, staff
residential quarters, and
administrative matters,
including electricity, wa-
ter supply, security, and
other operational issues.
He also presented rec-
ommendations to ad-
dress existing chal-
lenges.

Drug Inspector
Muhammad Akram
Baloch outlined ongo-
ing enforcement actions
against illegal, substan-

dard, and unregistered
medicines across Kech
district and shared the
department 's future
strategy to intensify
regulatory measures.

Representa tives
from PPHI and the World
Health Organization
(WHO) also presented
updates on their respec-
tive healthcare pro-
grams, institutional per-
formance, and ongoing
initiatives aimed at im-
proving public health
services in the district.

absenteeism.
Speaking on the

occasion, Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Mehrullah Badini di-
rected education au-
thorities to further
strengthen teaching
and learning activities
in all government
schools,

ensure regular
teacher attendance,
and utilize all available

resources to provide
quality education to
students across the
district.

He emphasized
that improving school
performance, ad-
dressing staffing gaps,
and maintaining strict
monitoring are essen-
tial steps toward en-
hancing the standard
of public education in
Quetta.

planted trees across
different parts of the
city to support the on-
going tree plantation
initiative,

promote healthy
plant growth, and en-
hance Loralai's green
spaces.

Chief Officer
Mohibullah Baloch in-
structed the sanitation
teams to further
strengthen the clean-
liness drive,

maintain uninter-
rupted waste collec-
tion and drainage ser-
vices, and ensure the
prompt resolution of
civic issues.

He also appealed
to residents to cooper-
ate with the Municipal
Committee by dispos-
ing of waste at desig-
nated locations and
playing an active role
in keeping Loralai
clean, green, and en-
vironmentally friendly.

negligence, or poor per-
formance would not be
tolerated.

The Deputy Com-
missioner stated that
the ongoing initiatives
are being implemented
in accordance with the
special directives of the
Government of
Balochistan and the
Chief Secretary of
Balochistan, aimed at
completing development
projects in Chaman with
greater speed, transpar-
ency, and quality.

He reaffirmed that
the district administra-
tion is working in close
coordination with all rel-
evant departments to
promote

public welfare, im-
prove basic infrastruc-
ture and services, and
ensure the sustainable
development of Chaman
through regular monitor-
ing and effective project
management.

Governor Mandokhail Praises
University of Turbat’s Progress,
Highlights Female Enrollment

and Academic Excellence
QUETTA: Balochistan
Governor Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has lauded
the University of Turbat
for emerging as one of
the province's leading
higher education institu-
tions, highlighting its
strong female enrollment
and remarkable progress
in national university
rankings.

He made these re-
marks while chairing the
10th Senate meeting of
the University of Turbat,
which was attended by
Provincial Education
Minister Raheela
Hameed Khan Durrani,
Justice Sardar Ahmed
Haleemi of the
Balochistan High Court,
Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Gul Hassan, Higher Edu-
cation Secretary Saleh
Baloch, Higher Educa-
tion Commission repre-
sentative Dr. Zahoor
Bazai, Principal Secre-
tary to the Governor
Abdul Nasir Dautani,
Pro Vice Chancellor Dr.
Kamal Ahmed, Dean Dr.
Abdul Saboor (Tamgha-

e-Imtiaz), Dean Dr. Tahir
Hakeem, Registrar
Gangozar Baloch, Direc-
tor Riaz Ahmed, Director
Ijaz Ahmed, and other
Senate members.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail said the
University of Turbat has
become a source of pride
in Pakistan, noting that
it is the country's only
university where female
students consti tute
more than half of the to-
tal student population,
describing the achieve-
ment as a powerful sym-
bol of social transforma-
tion and educational
progress.He also
praised the university's
outstanding improve-
ment in ranking and scor-
ing performance, stating
that its performance has
increased to 91.4 percent
under its upcoming five-
year strategic plan. He
credited Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Gul Hassan and
his entire team for the
achievement but empha-
sized that excellence is a
continuous journey

rather than a final desti-
nation.

Addressing the par-
ticipants, the Governor
underscored the consti-
tutional and administra-
tive importance of the
University Senate, ex-
plaining that it holds the
same status within a uni-
versity as a cabinet does
within a government.

He said the Senate
is the university's high-
est statutory decision-
making body, and once
it reaches a decision af-
ter due deliberation, that
decision becomes final
and must be imple-
mented. According to
the Governor, this insti-
tutional framework pro-
motes transparency, ac-
countability, continuity,
and respect for the rule
of law within higher edu-
cation institutions.

In a special message
to the students of the
University of Turbat,
Governor Mandokhail
encouraged them to cul-
tivate a lifelong passion
for learning and reading.
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Iranian interior minister meets Prime
Minister (PM) Shehbaz in Islamabad

SC adjourns hearing on Imaan, Hadi's plea against
IHC decision on sentence suspension

JI to block highways nationwide on
Aug 7 over inflation, rising fuel prices

Monsoon rains kill 12 in KP in past 3 days;
nationwide flood warning issued

NEWS DESK:  As
the Supreme Court
(SC) on Tuesday ad-
journed the hearing in
the controversial so-
cial media posts case
against Imaan Zainab
Mazari-Hazir and her
husband Hadi Ali
Chattha, senior law-
yers and well-wishers
celebrated incarcer-
ated Imaan’s birthday
outside court pre-
mises.

On January 24,
rights lawyers Imaan
and Hadi were sen-
tenced by an
Islamabad sessions
court to a total of 17
years in jail on multiple
charges under the
Prevention of Elec-
tronic Crimes Act
(Peca).

Imaan and Hadi
last month sought an
early hearing of their
challenge to a Febru-
ary 19 Islamabad High
Court (IHC) decision
in the social media
posts case. In that or-
der, the court had de-
nied their plea for the
suspension of their

sentences while issu-
ing notices on it.

After the SC on
July 6 issued notices
on the couple’s pleas
for an early hearing, a
three-judge SC bench
led by Justice
Muhammad Ali

bench responded that
there was a difference
between regulating
and issuing orders.

During the hear-
ing, the additional at-
torney

general told the
bench that the case in

the IHC has been
scheduled for hearing
on July 24, while
Siddiqui argued that
the case was sched-
uled due to the hear-
ing in the SC.

The couple’s law-
yer pointed out that the

court remarked that
such an adjournment
would be tantamount
to monitoring the
IHC’s proceedings.

The SC, while ad-
journing the hearing,
ruled that if an emer-
gency arises, the law-
yers can file a petition
for an early hearing.

After the hearing,
Advocate Siddiqi, ac-
companied by former
minister and Imaan’s
mother Shireen
Mazari, cut a choco-
late cake on the occa-
sion of Imaan’s birth-
day.

Rights activists
Afrasiab Khattak,
Farhatullah Babar and
Tahir Abdullah, and
several other lawyers
were also present.

The controversy
at the centre of the
case stems from a
complaint filed under
Peca on Aug 12, 2025
by the National Cyber
Crime Investigation
Agency’s (NCCIA)
Islamabad assistant
director (investigating
officer).

NEWS DESK: The on-
going torrential rainfall
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
has killed 12 people in
three days, while 18
people have been in-
jured, the Provincial Di-
saster Management Au-
thority (PDMA) said on
Tuesday.

Power supply has
been disrupted in several
regions of the province
due to the weather con-
ditions, Peshawar Elec-
tric Supply Company
(Pesco) said. Further-
more, the National Di-
saster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) issued
a nationwide alert warn-
ing of flash floods, ur-
ban flooding and land-
slides from July 21 to 24.

The PDMA report,
detailing losses and
damages for the Sunday
to Tuesday period,
showed that five men,
two women and five chil-
dren had been killed by
the heavy rains.

Half of the deaths
were reported from
Khyber district, where a
vehicle carrying Afghan
families was swept away
in a flash flood on Mon-
day.

Two children lost
their lives in Mardan and
a man died in Peshawar
over the past three days.

Furthermore,  10
men, four women and as
many children were in-
jured during the same
period.

Khyber accounted
for half of those
wounded, followed by
Mardan where five were
hurt in rain-related inci-
dents, and four injured
in Torghar.

A total of four ani-

mals also perished
across Upper Dir,
Abbottabad and Buner
districts.

Three houses were
fully destroyed along
with partial damage to 15
others, the PDMA data
showed.

Power disruptions
in multiple districts

Meanwhile, power
supply to 148 feeders
had been disrupted in

several districts of KP
due to heavy rain, Pesco
said on Tuesday.

According to a
statement by a Pesco
spokesperson, rain had
continued for 12 hours
across Peshawar,
Khyber, Mardan, Swabi
and Swat.

Among the affected
feeders, 71 were in
Peshawar Circle, 22 in
Mardan, 33 in Khyber, 12
in Swabi and 10 in Swat
Circle.

The spokesperson
added that power supply
in Peshawar’s Gulberg,
University Town, Cantt,
Warsak and Shabqadar

areas was also dis-
rupted, adding that rain
was hampering power
restoration efforts.

“Pesco staff worked
through the night and
have restored power to
42 feeders,” the state-
ment said.

Pesco Chief Execu-
tive Officer Akhtar
Hamid Khan directed op-
erational teams to remain
on high alert, and all nec-

essary equipment has
been provided to opera-
tional teams to expedite
power restoration, the
spokesperson said.

Countrywide alert
for urban, river flooding

Separately,  the
NDMA also issued a na-
tionwide alert warning of
flash floods,  urban
flooding, landslides and
rising river flows across
several parts of Pakistan
from July 21 to 24 (Tues-
day to Friday).

It directed provin-
cial and district authori-
ties to remain on high
alert, deploy emergency
teams and ensure pre-

NEWS DESK:Jamaat-e-
Islami (JI) Chief Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman on
Tuesday announced a
nationwide blockade of
major highways on Au-
gust 7 as part of the
party's campaign
against inflation, petro-
leum levy and rising fuel
prices, warning that any
attempt by the govern-
ment to stop the peace-
ful protest could push
the movement towards
an anti-government
campaign.

Amid volatility in
global oil rates on the
back of renewed hostili-
ties in the Middle East,
the government decided
to switch to a daily fuel
price review mechanism
on Friday.

ventive measures in vul-
nerable areas amid fore-
casts of heavy monsoon
rains.

The NDMA warned
of flash floods in rivers,
local streams and moun-
tain waterways in KP,
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB),
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK), Punjab and
n o r t h e a s t e r n
Balochistan.

In GB, districts of

Hunza,  Shigar and
Ghanche face the risk of
flash floods in the
Shimshal,  Hunza,
Chapursan, Kilik, Shigar,
Shyok and Hushe rivers.

In AJK, water levels
were expected to rise
dangerously in the
Jhelum, Neelum,
Poonch, Mahl and
Kanshi rivers; Betar and
Bhimber nullahs; as well
as tributaries of the
Jhelum and Poonch riv-
ers.

The NDMA said
flash floods may occur
in the Chitral, Kabul,
Swat and Panjkora rivers
in KP.

NEWS DESK: Iran’s in-
terior minister, Eskandar
Momeni, held a meeting
with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif at the PM
House in Islamabad on
Tuesday.

According to an X
post by the PM’s Office
(PMO), the meeting be-
tween the two has com-
menced. The statement
did not elaborate any
further on the meeting.

Momeni arrived in
Pakistan on an official
visit on Monday night
and was received by In-
terior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi in Islamabad. He
is accompanied by a
high-level delegation.

State-run Pakistan
TV reported that he
would also meet Chief of
Defence Forces and
Chief of the Army Staff
Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir during the
visit.

Earlier reports had
suggested that Momeni
was likely to engage
with Pakistani officials
who previously medi-
ated a now-collapsed in-
terim ceasefire between
the US and Iran.

Prior to his meeting
with PM Shehbaz, a pa-
rade was held by police
in Momeni’s honour in
Islamabad, a post on the
interior ministry’s X ac-
count said. He was ac-
companied by Minister
of State for Interior Tallal
Chaudhry on the occa-
sion.

Chaudhry also ac-
companied Momeni to
the Pakistan Monument
in Islamabad, where the
Federal Constabulary
contingent presented a
guard of honour to the

to pass. Criticising the
increase in petroleum
prices, the JI chief said
the government was us-
ing the war as a pretext
to raise fuel prices, even
though the petroleum
levy and other taxes
were unrelated to the
conflict. He claimed that
if the petroleum levy and
other taxes were abol-
ished, the price of petrol
should not exceed Rs250
per litre.

He alleged that the
government had empow-
ered the OGRA to deter-
mine petroleum prices on
a daily basis, despite the
fact that the petroleum
levy had no legal linkage
with the regulator. Ac-
cording to him, the gov-
ernment was collecting

Calling for transpar-
ency over agreements
with Independent Power
Producers (IPPs),
Rehman questioned why
electricity load-shed-
ding continued despite
the country's installed
power generation capac-
ity. He alleged that con-
sumers were paying for
electricity that was not
being produced.

Expressing concern
over the security situa-
tion in Balochistan, he
said the government
could not evade respon-
sibility by simply blam-
ing foreign elements. If
external actors were in-
volved, he added, it was
the state's responsibility
to stop them. He said the
Balochistan issue re-

Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
election commissioner says polls to be
held in three phases beginning July 27

Mazhar took up the
applications on Tues-
day.

The SC postponed
further hearing of the
petitions since IHC
had fixed Imaan and
Hadi’s case on July
24. Justice Mazhar
observed that the SC
cannot regulate the

proceedings of the
high court. Upon Jus-
tice Mazhar ’s re-
marks, the couple’s
lawyer Faisal Siddiqi
contended that the
court had been issuing
orders to the high
courts in several
cases.

However, the

visiting dignitary.
Momeni’s visit

comes as mediator Paki-
stan continues its diplo-
matic efforts to rescue
the Islamabad Memo-
randum of Understand-
ing (MoU) signed last
month between the US
and Iran, intending to
end the war between the
two sides that began
with US-Israeli attacks
on Iran in late February.

But hostilities re-
sumed soon, with the
US carrying out strikes
in Iran for the 10th con-
secutive day late on
Monday, following
which Iran targeted US
radar and air defence in-
stallations in the Gulf on
Tuesday.

After US President
Donald Trump’s remarks
earlier this month that
the ceasefire between
Washington and Tehran
was “over”, his Iranian
counterpart  Masoud
Pezeshkian also said on
Monday that they were
fighting a “full-scale
war”. Tehran has blamed
Washington for breach-

ing the MoU.
Despite the latest

attacks, Iranian foreign
ministry spokesman
Esmaeil Baqaei has said
diplomatic exchanges
with the US via media-
tors are ongoing.

Meanwhile, as its
truce with the US col-
lapsed, Tehran reim-
posed its blockade of
the Strait of Hormuz,
while Washington hit
back by again blockad-
ing Iran’s ports.

Yemen’s Houthi
rebels entered the fray
on Monday, announcing
an immediate maritime
embargo on Saudi
Arabia, opening a new
front in the conflict.

Saudi’s foreign min-
istry condemned the
Houthi maritime block-
ade and reasserted
Riyadh’s backing for
Yemen’s Aden-based
government.

$10bn trade target
Islamabad has as-

sumed an increasingly
prominent diplomatic
role in the US-Iran crisis,
hosting talks, relaying

messages between the
parties and helping bro-
ker a temporary under-
standing earlier this
year.

Beyond diplomacy,
Pakistan and Iran have
sought to deepen eco-
nomic cooperation
through higher bilateral
trade, greater connectiv-
ity between Pakistani
ports and Iran, and re-
newed discussion of the
long-delayed Iran-Paki-
stan gas pipeline.

After his arrival in
Islamabad on Monday
night, Momeni spoke to
the media in Persian. An
English translation of
his conversation, carried
by Iran’s Mehr news
agency, stated that he
highlighted the need for
Pakistan and Iran to ex-
pand cross-border trans-
port capacity to meet a
$10 billion trade target.

He said that both
countries aim to more
than triple annual bilat-
eral trade from $3bn to
$10bn and that the visit
was aimed at “develop-
ing relations.

quired dialogue and
consultations with all
stakeholders, announc-
ing that JI would con-
vene a grand national
conference to discuss a
long-term solution.

He also called for
resolving political is-
sues in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir through dia-
logue and constitutional
means.

Responding to
questions, Rehman said
JI would continue its
campaign for public
rights despite criticism.
He warned that if the
government attempted
to suppress the peace-
ful protest, the move-
ment could evolve into
a campaign against the
government.

He also commented
on various political de-
velopments, saying the
Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
should take action over
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif's recent
statement, while also ex-
pressing his views on
former political alliances,
the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), Maulana
Fazlur Rehman and PTI
founder Imran Khan.

The daily pricing is
based on a seven-day
weekly average of inter-
national market prices to
align with international
standards.

The Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority
(OGRA) will update pe-
troleum product prices
daily on its website to
ensure transparency
and allow the immediate
impact of international
price fluctuations to be
passed on to consum-
ers. Addressing a press
conference at JI head-
quarters in Lahore's
Mansoorah,  Rehman
said the party would
organise corner meet-
ings, sit-ins and a coun-
trywide mobilisation
campaign before August
7. He said people from all
walks of life, including
traders, industrialists,
lawyers, students, reli-
gious scholars and
youth, would participate
in the protest.

He said major roads
in all four provinces and
district headquarters
would be blocked on
August 7, adding that
the protest would remain
peaceful and ambu-
lances would be allowed

around Rs1.8 trillion an-
nually through petro-
leum levy, placing the
burden on motorcy-
clists, labourers and the
middle class.

Describing the levy
as "economic terrorism",
Rehman said the gov-
ernment was collecting
taxes even from people
outside the formal tax
net through indirect
taxation. He said JI was
not opposed to the de-
fence budget but ob-
jected to the privileges
enjoyed by judges, se-
nior military officers,
bureaucrats, lawmakers
and other senior public
officials. He alleged that
while ordinary citizens
were struggling with in-
flation, the ruling elite
continued to benefit
from state-funded perks.

The JI chief also
criticised the Punjab
government's health and
education policies, al-
leging that basic health
units and public schools
were being sold and re-
named to mislead the
public.  He further
claimed that poverty had
increased in Punjab un-
der the current adminis-
tration.

previous hearing was
also postponed on the
request of the pros-
ecution.

Siddiqui requested
the court to hear his
arguments on the legal
point of admissibility or
to adjourn the case for
two weeks.

However, the

NEWS DESK: The Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) Election Commis-
sion on Tuesday an-
nounced that elections
in the region, which were
originally slated for July
27, would now be held
in three phases ending
on August 10.

AJK Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Justice (retd) Ghulam
Mustafa Mughal made
the announcement at a
press conference, citing
the need to ensure the
availability of army per-
sonnel for security du-
ties at the insistence of
participating political
parties. The election
commissioner said that
polls will be held in three
phases: July 27: 13 con-
stituencies of Mirpur di-
vision August 2: nine
consti tuencies of
Muzaffarabad division
and all 12 refugee con-
stituencies

August 10: 11 con-
stituencies of Poonch
division CEC Mughal ex-
plained that the decision
was made so that con-

tingents of the army
could be “available in all
divisions in sufficient
numbers” to ensure
peaceful polling amid
the ongoing situation in
AJK, parts of which have
been gripped with pro-
tests in recent weeks.

“You are aware of
the overall situation in

Pakistan. The army is
engaged at  various
places, but we are grate-
ful to all stakeholders
who, at our request,
made arrangements to
provide an adequate
number of troops. Their
movement will begin
over the next couple of
days,” he said.


