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PPP chairman calls upcoming AJK
elections 'most significant' in history

Balochistan: Three Passengers Killed
in Gun Attack on Quetta-Karachi

Passenger Bus

National Party Rejects
Claims of Supporting
Military Operation in
Balochistan, Calls for

Political Solution

A photo of the bus that was targeted in the Kad Kucha area of the Mastung district,
photo grabbed from social media.

Security Forces Eliminate Terrorists
in Successful Surab, Mastung

IBOs: CM Bugti

Staff Reporter:

QUETTA: The National Party
has strongly rejected what it
described as misleading re-
ports and social media propa-
ganda suggesting that its lead-
ership supports the use of force
in Balochistan.

emphasized that the province’s
challenges are political in na-
ture and require a political so-
lution.

“The issues facing
Balochistan can only be re-
solved through political dia-
logue, democratic processes,
meaningful reforms, and con-
structive measures that restore

WEB DESK:

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has commended
the Pakistan Army, security
forces, and law enforcement
agencies for carrying out suc-
cessful intelligence-based op-
erations (IBOs) in Surab and
Mastung, saying the actions
disrupted terrorist networks
and strengthened the
province’s fight against terror-
ism.

In a statement issued on
Tuesday, Bugti said the opera-
tions conducted during the last
48 hours resulted in the elimi-
nation of terrorists, the de-
struction of terrorist hideouts,
and the detention of suspects
allegedly linked to planned sui-
cide attacks.

He described the develop-
ments as an important mile-
stone in ongoing
counterterrorism efforts
across Balochistan.

The chief minister said the
success of the intelligence-led
operations reflected the pro-
fessionalism, coordination, and
operational capabilities of
Pakistan’s security institutions.

He noted that timely ac-
tion by security and law en-
forcement agencies had helped
neutralize security threats and
reinforce efforts to maintain
peace in the province.

Reaffirming the provincial
government’s commitment to
public safety, Bugti said the
Balochistan government would
continue extending full support
to the Pakistan Army and other
law enforcement agencies in
their efforts to combat terror-

In a statement issued by
the party’s central spokesper-
son, the National Party said that
certain media outlets and so-
cial media platforms were cre-
ating confusion over recent po-
litical meetings held in
Islamabad.

The spokesperson said
these reports falsely portrayed
the party as backing a military
operation in the province.

The party categorically de-
nied the allegations, stating that
its leadership had clearly con-
veyed its position during meet-
ings with the leadership of the
ruling party in Islamabad.

According to the state-
ment, the National Party reit-
erated its opposition to the use
of force in Balochistan and

public trust and pave the way
for lasting peace and stability,”
the spokesperson said.

The National Party also
urged media organizations and
journalists to avoid publishing
or broadcasting unverified re-
ports.

It called for responsible
journalism and stressed the
importance of verifying facts
before disseminating  news to
prevent misinformation and
unnecessary confusion.

The statement reaffirmed
the party’s long-standing posi-
tion that sustainable peace in
Balochistan depends on dia-
logue, democratic engage-
ment, and confidence-building
measures rather than the use
of force.

NEWS DESK:

Three passengers were killed
and three others sustained in-
juries after unidentified gun-
men opened fire on a passen-
ger bus travelling from Quetta
to Karachi in Mastung district,
officials said on Wednesday.

According to security of-
ficials, the attack took place

near Goro in the Khad Kocha
area along the Quetta-Karachi
National Highway (N-25)
when armed assailants tar-
geted the moving bus, striking
several passengers.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Inam-ul-Haq from
Qila Abdullah, Syed Tariq Niaz
of Karachi, and Liaquat Khan
from Gulistan.

The injured, identified as

ism. He added that ensuring
the protection of citizens and
preserving law and order re-
main among the government’s
highest priorities.

The chief minister also ex-
pressed confidence that close
coordination between the fed-

File photo of Chief Minister Balochistan addressing an important
session, photo by DGPR.

eral government, provincial
administration, and security
agencies would further
strengthen counterterrorism
operations, paving the way for
lasting peace, improved secu-
rity, and sustainable develop-
ment across Balochistan.

Balochistan Weather Forecast:
PMD Predicts Heavy Rain,

Thunderstorms in 13 Districts

WEB DESK:

The Pakistan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) has issued a
Balochistan weather forecast pre-
dicting rain, thunderstorms,
strong winds, and isolated heavy
rainfall in Quetta and several dis-
tricts during the next 24 hours,
while hot and humid weather is
expected to persist across most
parts of the province.

According to the latest
PMD weather update, Quetta,
Zhob, Musakhel, Loralai, Kalat,
Khuzdar, Barkhan, Sherani,
Kohlu, Qila Abdullah, Qila
Saifullah, Pishin, and Ziarat are
likely to receive rain accompanied
by gusty winds, thunder, and
lightning.

The Meteorological Depart-
ment warned that isolated heavy
downpours are expected in some
areas, which could trigger urban
flooding in low-lying areas, re-
duce visibility on roads, and dis-
rupt traffic. Residents, commut-
ers, and travelers have been ad-
vised to remain cautious during

periods of intense rainfall and
thunderstorms.

While rainfall is expected in
several districts, hot and humid
weather in Balochistan will con-
tinue to prevail in most parts of
the province.

The PMD has urged citizens
to stay informed through official
weather advisories, avoid unnec-
essary travel during heavy rain,
and take precautionary measures
against lightning, strong winds,
and possible flash flooding.

Balochistan Weather High-
lights

.Rain forecast: Quetta, Zhob,
Musakhel, Loralai ,  Kalat ,
Khuzdar, Barkhan, Sherani,
Kohlu, Qila Abdullah, Qila
Saifullah, Pishin, and Ziarat.

.Weather conditions: Rain,
thunderstorms, lightning, and
strong winds.

.Heavy rainfall alert: Isolated
areas may receive heavy down-
pours.

.Overall weather: Hot and
humid conditions expected
across most districts of
Balochistan.

Najam, Abdul Hanan of
Quetta, and Abdul Wali of
Pishin, were shifted to a
nearby hospital for medical
treatment.

Security forces and res-
cue personnel responded im-
mediately after the incident,
secured

the area, and transported
the victims to hospital. Follow-
ing medico-legal formalities,

the bodies of the deceased
were handed over to their
families.

Authorities have launched
an investigation to determine
the circumstances surrounding
the attack. Security has also
been intensified along the high-
way,

while no group had claimed
responsibility for the shooting
at the time of filing this report.
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Hereditary Politics vs. Self-Made Leaders: Why
Privilege Fails the People

Qaseem Shah:
Politics in Pakistan has
long been dominated
by dynastic families,
where power is inher-
ited rather than
earned.

While such politi-
cians often claim ex-
perience and continu-
ity, their record ex-
poses a harsh truth:
hereditary leadership
breeds entitlement,
detachment, and com-
promise, leaving ordi-
nary citizens’ struggles
ignored.

Born into privi-
lege, raised in opulent
homes, and educated
in elite institutions, dy-
nastic leaders are of-
ten insulated from the
harsh realities of pov-
erty, unemployment,
and social injustice.

For them, bunga-
lows, luxury cars,
armed convoys, and
protocol perks are not
luxuries but assumed
necessities.

Over time, these
comforts transform
into entitlement, mak-
ing public service a
secondary concern.

Worse, dynastic
politicians are bound
by political debts, fam-
ily obligations, and elite
alliances, which
forces them to com-
promise on issues
critical to national in-
terest.

Challenging cor-
ruption, confronting
anti-political elements,
or addressing systemic
inequality often takes
a backseat to protect-
ing their personal and
family power.

This creates a
leadership class that is
cautious, compro-

mised, and frequently
unwilling to act deci-
sively for the public
good.

In contrast, self-
made leaders emerge
from struggle, not in-
heritance, often from
humble or poor back-
grounds.

They are inti-
mately familiar with
the hardships of ordi-
nary citizens, and their
leadership is grounded
in empathy, account-
ability,

 and courage.
Free from the con-
straints of dynastic

obligations, self-made
politicians are able to
challenge entrenched
interests, fight corrup-
tion, and prioritize pub-
lic service over per-
sonal gain.

History provides
numerous examples of
such leaders.

Globally, Nelson
Mandela, imprisoned
for decades under
apartheid, led South
Africa to justice and
reconciliation.

Lula da Silva, a
former factory
worker, became
Brazil’s president and

implemented pro-
grams that lifted mil-
lions out of poverty.

Abraham Lincoln,
born into poverty, pre-
served the United
States during its grav-
est crisis and abolished
slavery—proving that
real leadership grows
from struggle, not
comfort.

Pakistan’s political
landscape has its
share of self-made
leaders who con-
trasted sharply with
dynastic elites.

Abdul Ghaffar
Khan (Bacha Khan),

born into modest
means, dedicated his
life to nonviolence,
education, and the
rights of the Pashtuns.

Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, though from a
relatively well-off
family,

rose through po-
litical activism and
mass mobilization
rather than relying
solely on inheritance,
leaving a profound im-
print on Pakistan’s po-
litical culture.

More recently,
Imran Khan, initially a
cricket superstar, built

a political movement
emphasizing account-
ability and reform,
rooted in public en-
gagement rather than
family power.

These leaders ex-
emplify that real lead-
ership is earned, not
inherited, and it de-
mands courage, integ-
rity, and connection
with the people.

Dynastic politics,
in contrast, remains a
structural barrier to
progress in Pakistan.

Leaders born into
privilege often see
public service as an

entitlement rather than
a responsibility.

Their compro-
mised independence,
obsession with status
and perks, and reluc-
tance to confront en-
trenched interests
make them ill-
equipped to address
pressing social and
economic challenges.

As long as politics
is dominated by inher-
ited privilege, the
needs of the poor and
marginalized remain
sidelined, and reforms
remain superficial.

In the end, self-

made leaders rooted
in struggle, empathy,
and public service are
the only hope for
meaningful change.

True leadership
requires more than a
family name; it re-
quires vision, courage,
and the willingness to
put the people above
privilege, comfort, and
personal gain.

For Pakistan, the
challenge is clear:
move away from dy-
nastic entitlement and
empower leaders who
have earned the right
to lead.

Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm Destroys 7M Fruit
Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

Atta Kakar:
A devastating hail-
storm accompanied by
powerful winds has
caused widespread
destruction across Qila
Saifullah district in
Balochistan, damaging
more than 7 million
fruit trees and affect-
ing nearly 18,000
farmers and landown-
ers.
     The storm struck
on April 18, severely
impacting one of the
province’s most im-
portant horticultural
regions and leaving
thousands of rural
families facing major
economic uncertainty.

The disaster
caused extensive dam-
age to orchards, agri-
cultural land, and sea-
sonal crops,

particularly apple,
apricot, and grape
farms that form the
backbone of the local
economy.

Farmers say
years of hard work and
investment were
wiped out within min-
utes as hail and strong
winds tore through vil-
lages and farming ar-
eas across the district.

Local growers
have described the
situation as cata-
strophic,

warning that
many families may

struggle to survive fi-
nancially without im-
mediate government
assistance.

Agriculture re-
mains the primary
source of income for

a large portion of Qila
Saifullah’s population,
and the destruction of
fruit orchards is ex-
pected to have long-
term economic conse-
quences for the re-

gion.
Residents and

farming communities
have expressed frus-
tration over delays in
relief and compensa-
tion efforts.

Many affected
farmers claim that of-
ficial assessment and
rehabilitation mea-
sures have been slow
despite the scale of
destruction.

Calls are growing
for the provincial and
federal governments
to announce emer-
gency compensation
packages,

 interest-free agri-

cultural loans, and re-
covery support for af-
fected communities.

Farmers and local
representatives are
also demanding resto-
ration of damaged ir-

rigation systems and
the introduction of crop
insurance mechanisms
to help rural commu-
nities recover from cli-
mate-related disas-
ters.

They argue that
without urgent inter-
vention, the crisis
could deepen poverty
and unemployment
across the district.

The Qila Saifullah
hailstorm has once
again highlighted the
vulnerability of
Balochistan’s agricul-
ture sector to extreme
weather events.

Experts warn that
climate-related disas-
ters, including hail-
storms, droughts, and
flash floods, are be-
coming increasingly
frequent in the prov-
ince,

placing additional
pressure on farmers
already struggling with
limited infrastructure
and rising production
costs.

Analysts say
stronger disaster man-
agement systems, cli-
mate-resilient agricul-
tural policies, and
faster

emergency re-
sponse mechanisms
are essential to protect
rural livelihoods and
ensure long-term sta-
bility in Balochistan’s
farming sector.
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Balochistan Government Declares
B-Pay as Official Digital Revenue

Collection Platform Finance
Department Introduces Centralized

E-Payment System to Modernize
Government Revenue Collection

Balochistan CM’s Adviser Dr. Rubaba Khan Buledi Visits Benazir
Bhutto Emergency Response Trauma Center Dr. Rubaba Reviews

Digital Healthcare System, Praises Paperless Medical Services

Zhob Commissioner Visits Rain-Hit
Tora Khola, Reviews Damage and
Relief Operations Commissioner

Asif Ali Farrukh Orders Immediate
Restoration of Roads and

Distribution of Relief Supplies

Ziarat District Health Committee Orders Salary
Deductions for Absent Medical Staff Deputy Commissioner

Abdul Quddus Achakzai Directs Round-the-Clock
Healthcare Services Across District Hospitals

Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhail Calls for Urgent Action on
Quetta’s Rising Street Crime, Water Crisis, and Drug Threat

Balochistan Governor Directs Authorities to Improve
Public Safety, Essential Services, and Urban Management

Lasbela Deputy Commissioner Provides Financial Assistance to
Family of Martyred Polio Worker DC Humeira Baloch Announces
Free Education for Son of Polio Worker Killed in Traffic Accident

Sibi Commissioner Reviews Monsoon
Preparedness, Orders Emergency
Measures Across Division Control

Rooms, Relief Camps, Rescue
Machinery, and Hospitals Placed on
High Alert Ahead of Monsoon Rains

QUETTA: The Finance
Department of the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
has taken a major step
toward modernizing and
digitizing the province’s
revenue collection sys-
tem by officially desig-
nating Balochistan E-
Pay (B-Pay) as the exclu-
sive digital platform for
all government revenue
collections.

The decision has been
formalized through an
official notification is-
sued under the
Balochistan Public Fi-
nance Management Act,
2020 (Amendment Act,
2026).

According to the
notification, B-Pay will
serve as the provincial
government's central-

ized digital revenue plat-
form, enabling all gov-
ernment departments to
process payments
through a unified and
transparent system.

Under the new
framework, the platform
will generate Payment
System Identification
Numbers (PSIDs) and
digital challans for all
government receipts. It

will also manage the
complete payment
lifecycle, including pay-
ment processing, settle-
ment, reconciliation, and
digital record manage-
ment.

The initiative is
aimed at  enhancing
transparency, efficiency,
and accountability in
public financial manage-

ZHOB: Commissioner
Zhob Division Asif Ali
Farrukh, accompanied
by Assistant Commis-
sioner Zhob Muhammad
Naveed Alam, visited the
rain-affected areas of
Tora Khola to assess the
damage caused by re-
cent heavy rainfall and
flash floods.

During the visit, the
Commissioner in-
spected damaged link
roads, water channels,
seasonal streams, and
other public infrastruc-
ture affected by the tor-
rential rains. He directed
the Communication and
Works Department
(C&W), Provincial Di-

Balochistan is fully com-
mitted to supporting
families affected by the
recent rains.

He stated that all
available resources are
being utilized to ensure
relief, rehabilitation, and
the restoration of essen-
tial public services.

He emphasized that
no affected family would
be left without assis-
tance, adding that relief
efforts are being person-
ally monitored to ensure
timely support reaches
those in need. During
the visit, the Commis-
sioner distributed food
rations, tents, blankets,
and other essential relief

SIBI: Commissioner Sibi
Division Asadullah Faiz
chaired a high-level
meeting to review con-
tingency plans, emer-
gency preparedness,
and preventive mea-
sures ahead of the ex-
pected monsoon rains
across the division.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy
Commissioner Sibi Ma-
jor (R) Ilyas Kabzai,
Deputy Commissioner
Kachhi Mumtaz Ali
Khetran, representa-
tives of the Public
Health Engineering
(PHE), Irrigation Depart-
ment, Agricultural Engi-
neering Department, and
Livestock Department,
while Deputy Commis-
sioner Dera Bugti South

and the Divisional Direc-
tor Health participated
via video link.

During the briefing,
Deputy Commissioner
Sibi Major (R) Ilyas
Kabzai informed the
meeting that a 24/7 con-
trol room has been es-
tablished at the Deputy
Commissioner’s Office
to coordinate emer-
gency response during
the monsoon season.
He said all relevant de-
partments have been
placed on alert and in-
structed to complete
precautionary measures
in advance.

He added that de-
watering pumps, tractor
trolleys, and other emer-
gency machinery have
been kept fully opera-

tional, while dozers and
tractors will be deployed
in vulnerable and low-
lying areas.  He also in-
formed the meeting that
seven relief camp sites
have been identified to
provide shelter in case
of emergencies.

Deputy Commis-
sioners from Kachhi and
Dera Bugti also briefed
participants on district-
level preparedness, in-
cluding the availability
of rescue equipment,
emergency response ar-
rangements, and desig-
nated relief points.

The Deputy Com-
missioner of Kachhi
stated that special mea-
sures would be taken to
protect coal mine work-
ers in the Mach area.

QUETTA: Governor of
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has called
for immediate and coor-
dinated action to ad-
dress the growing chal-
lenges facing Quetta, in-
cluding rising street
crime, unannounced
power outages, water
shortages, poor sanita-
tion, and the increasing
threat of drug abuse
among youth.

The Governor made
these remarks during a
meeting with a delega-
tion led by Allama
Maqsood Ali Domki, a
central leader of Majlis
Wahdat-e-Muslimeen
Pakistan.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail directed the
Commissioner Quetta
and the Administrator of
the Metropolitan Corpo-
ration to regularly visit
suburban areas of the
city, emphasizing that
good governance be-
gins with listening to the

concerns of ordinary
citizens. He noted that
Quetta is not only the
provincial capital but
also Balochistan’s ad-
ministrative, political,
educational, and com-
mercial hub.

Solving the city's
challenges,  he said,
would significantly im-
prove conditions across
much of the province.

Expressing concern

over the increase in
street crime in Quetta’s
outskirts,

the Governor
stressed the need for
concrete measures to
improve public safety.

He reaffirmed that
protecting the lives and
property of citizens is
the government's fore-
most responsibility and
warned that negligence
in this regard would not

be tolerated. Respond-
ing to a question, Gov-
ernor Mandokhail de-
scribed clean drinking
water as a fundamental
necessity and urged the
relevant authorities to
ensure uninterrupted
and convenient access
to safe water for every
household.

He also criticized
unannounced electricity
load shedding, saying it

has become a major
source of hardship for
residents, traders, stu-
dents, and small busi-
ness owners.

He instructed the
concerned departments
to provide timely public
information whenever
planned maintenance or
unavoidable power out-
ages occur.

Highlighting the im-
portance of urban clean-
liness, the Governor said
a clean city reflects re-
sponsible governance
and a healthy society.

He noted that envi-
ronmental sanitation has
a direct impact on pub-
lic health and the over-
all quality of urban life.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail also ex-
pressed serious concern
over the growing men-
ace of drug abuse
among young people,
describing addiction as
a threat that weakens so-
ciety.

QUETTA: Adviser
to the Chief Minister of
Balochistan for Women
Development,  Dr.
Rubaba Khan Buledi,
visited the Benazir
Bhutto Emergency Re-
sponse Trauma Center
in Quetta to review its
healthcare services and
assess the modern medi-
cal facilities being pro-
vided to patients.

During the visit, Dr.
Rubaba inspected vari-
ous departments of the
trauma center and was
briefed on its advanced
healthcare infrastruc-
ture, digital management
system, and emergency
response mechanism by
Managing Director Dr.
Kamran Khan Kasi and
Additional Director Dr.
Abdul Hafeez Sial.

Expressing satisfac-
tion with the
institution's state-of-
the-art facilities, Dr.
Rubaba highlighted that
the trauma center oper-
ates as a completely

paperless healthcare in-
stitution, where both ad-
ministrative and clinical
operations are managed
through an integrated
digital system.

She noted that pa-
tients' complete medical
records are securely
maintained through a
centralized digital plat-
form, ensuring greater

transparency, efficiency,
and speed in the deliv-
ery of healthcare ser-
vices. Dr. Rubaba said
the Government of
Balochistan, under the
leadership of Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti, is
implementing practical
reforms to modernize the
health sector by
strengthening medical

infrastructure and ex-
panding digital health
systems across the prov-
ince. She emphasized
that the government's
vision is to provide the
public with fast, trans-
parent, and high-quality
healthcare services
through the adoption of
modern technology,
adding that the intro-

duction of digital sys-
tems in public hospitals
is a key part of this strat-
egy.

According to Dr.
Rubaba, developing a
modern healthcare sys-
tem capable of deliver-
ing better patient care,
efficient hospital admin-
istration, and timely
emergency medical ser-
vices remains one of the
provincial government's
top priorities.

She added that digi-
tal healthcare not only
improves patient ser-
vices but also enhances
hospital performance,
transparency, and ac-
countability.

Dr. Rubaba Khan
Buledi, Benazir Bhutto
Emergency Response
Trauma Center, Quetta,
Balochistan healthcare,
digital health system,
paperless hospital, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, healthcare
reforms, emergency
medical services, Paki-
stan health news.

UTHAL: Deputy Com-
missioner Lasbela
Humeira Baloch ex-
pressed condolences to
the family of a female
polio worker who lost
her life in a tragic traffic
accident and handed
over a financial assis-
tance cheque on behalf
of the Lasbela District
Administration and the
Health Department.

During the visit, the
Deputy Commissioner
also announced that the
martyred polio worker’s
son would receive free
education up to the ma-
triculation level, reaf-
firming the
administration’s commit-
ment to supporting the
bereaved family.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Humeira Baloch
said that polio workers

perform a vital national
duty by protecting chil-
dren from the crippling
disease,  adding that
their dedication and
sacrifices deserve the
highest appreciation.

She stated that the
sacrifice of the martyred

lady polio worker would
always be remembered
and assured the family
that the district adminis-
tration would continue
to provide every pos-
sible support.

According to offi-
cials, the traffic accident

taking practical steps to
ensure the welfare of
public servants and their
families who are affected
while performing their
official duties.

Also present on the
occasion were World
Health Organization
(WHO) Lasbela District
Representative Dr.
Munir Baloch, Munici-
pal Committee Uthal
General Councilor Nasir
Ahmed Langah, and Dis-
trict Emergency Opera-
tions Center (DEOC)
Lasbela official Dr. Nida
Rashid.  Lasbela,
Humeira Baloch,
martyred polio worker,
Uthal, Balochistan
Health Department,
WHO Lasbela, financial
assistance, free educa-
tion, polio campaign Pa-
kistan, traffic accident.

claimed the life of one
female polio worker,
while another sustained
serious injuries.

The Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized
that the Government of
Balochistan and the dis-
trict administration are

ZIARAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Ziarat Abdul
Quddus Achakzai
chaired an important
meeting of the District
Health Committee to re-
view the performance of
the health department
and strengthen
healthcare services
across the district.

The meeting was
attended by Assistant
Commissioner Sher Shah
Ghalzai, District Health
Officer Dr. Muhammad
Rafiq Mastoi, Medical
Superintendent of Dis-
trict Headquarters Hos-
pital Dr. Muhammad
Anwar Mandokhail ,
Treasury Officer Ali
Asghar, PPHI District
Support Manager
Mumtaz Ali, Medical Su-

perintendent of Tehsil
Headquarters Hospital
Sanjavi Dr. Noor-ul-
Baqi, Drug Inspector
Muhammad Adeel,
Ameenullah,  and
Farmanullah.

During the meeting,
participants reviewed
the overall performance
of healthcare facilities
and

approved several
key measures aimed at
improving the efficiency
and effectiveness of
medical services
throughout the district.

The committee or-

dered salary deductions
for doctors and
healthcare staff found
absent from duty, rein-
forcing the
administration’s commit-
ment to ensuring ac-
countability within the
health sector.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Abdul Quddus
Achakzai directed the
District Health Officer
(DHO) and the PPHI Dis-
trict Support Manager to
conduct

regular inspections
of all hospitals and take
practical steps to further

improve healthcare ser-
vices.

He also instructed
doctors at the District
Headquarters Hospital
Ziarat and Tehsil Head-
quarters Hospital
Sanjavi to remain avail-
able 24 hours a day to
provide uninterrupted
medical care to the pub-
lic.

The Deputy Com-
missioner made it clear
that the absence of doc-
tors and paramedical
staff would not be toler-
ated under any circum-
stances.

He warned that
strict departmental ac-
tion would be taken
against any personnel
found negligent in the
discharge of their official
duties.

Ziarat District
Health Committee,
Abdul Quddus
Achakzai,  Ziarat
healthcare,  District
Health Officer,  Dr.
Muhammad Rafiq
Mastoi, PPHI, Sanjavi
Hospital, absentee doc-
tors, Balochistan health
services, Pakistan
healthcare news.

ment while simplifying
payment procedures for
citizens and government
departments. By central-
izing all official revenue
collections through a
single digital platform,
the

Government of
Balochistan seeks to
strengthen financial
governance and improve
the overall efficiency of

revenue administration.
B-Pay, Balochistan E-
Pay, Balochistan Fi-
nance Department, digi-
tal revenue collection,
PSID, digital challan,
Balochistan Public Fi-
nance Management Act
2020, e-governance, digi-
tal payments Pakistan,
government revenue
system.

supplies among affected
families.  He also in-
structed the concerned
authorities to ensure the
uninterrupted provision
of food, clean drinking
water, healthcare ser-
vices, and other basic
necessities. Commis-
sioner Asif Ali Farrukh
also visited the family of
a two-year-old child who
tragically lost his life
during the heavy rains.

He offered condo-

lences, prayed for the
deceased, and assured
the bereaved family of
the district
administration’s full
support.

The Commissioner
further directed all rel-
evant agencies to main-
tain continuous monitor-
ing of seasonal streams,
closely observe low-ly-
ing areas, and keep emer-
gency machinery fully
operational to respond
promptly to any further
emergencies.

He also urged the
public to avoid unnec-
essary travel during
heavy rainfall, stay away
from flood channels and

seasonal streams, and
strictly follow safety ad-
visories issued by the
district administration.

Zhob rain damage,
Tora Khola, Commis-
sioner Asif Ali Farrukh,
Assistant Commis-
sioner Muhammad
Naveed Alam,
Balochistan floods,
PDMA, disaster relief,
flash floods Pakistan,
emergency response,
monsoon rains.

saster Management Au-
thority (PDMA), district
administration,  and
other relevant depart-
ments to take emer-
gency measures for
clearing debris, restor-
ing damaged roads, and
reopening transporta-
tion routes at the earli-
est to minimize hard-
ships for local residents.

Commissioner Asif
Ali Farrukh said the
Government of
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Trump warns US will bomb Iranian bridges, power
plants if Tehran attacks ships in Hormuz again

Intermittent heavy rain hits Punjab cities,
Lahore receives 123mm

Dar urges ADB to expedite financing
for ML-1 railway project

PPP chairman calls upcoming AJK elections
'most significant' in history

NEWS DESK: Intermit-
tent heavy rainfall lashed
several cities in Punjab
over the previous 24
hours, the Provincial Di-
saster Management Au-
thority (PDMA) said on
Wednesday.

According to the
Water and Sanitation
Agency (Wasa),  123
millimetres of rain was
recorded in Lahore, a
record 245mm in
Gujranwala and 95mm in
Gujrat.

The PDMA said
139mm of rainfall was re-
corded in Sialkot, 138mm
in Mandi Bahauddin,
117mm in Narowal, 85mm
in Hafizabad, 70mm in
Chakwal, 64mm in Okara,
35mm in Jhang, 33mm in
Layyah and 32mm in
Jhelum.

The disaster man-
agement authority fur-
ther said that since the
start of the monsoon
season in the province,
at least 17 people have
died in rain-related inci-
dents. Of the reported
deaths, 12 were caused
by the collapse of build-
ings or other structures,
two by lightning strikes
and three by electrocu-
tion, the PDMA said.

Meanwhile,  CM
Maryam also appealed

to the public not to risk
their lives by going near
or bathing in canals, riv-
ers and rainwater drains
during the monsoon sea-
son and flood condi-
tions. Residents faced
hardships due to accu-
mulated rainwater on
roads in major cities of

Gulshan-i-Ravi, Lakshmi
Chowk, Model Town
and other major roads
and streets across the
city. Several photos and
videos shared on social
media showed roads in-
undated in Lahore, leav-
ing commuters
stranded. Videos posted

on social media platform
X showed cars wading
through knee-deep wa-
ter on major roads
across the city. Social
media users also re-
ported prolonged power
outages in areas that re-
ceived rainfall over the
past 24 hours.

However, Wasa
Lahore claimed that no
water accumulation was
reported on most major
roads and intersections,
according to a state-
ment.

The statement
added that real-t ime
monitoring of citywide
drainage operations was
being conducted from
the monsoon control
room. “Teams are

mobilised for immediate
cleaning of main drains
and channels to provide
relief to citizens,” stated
DG Wasa Punjab, while
conducting field moni-
toring in Gujranwala.

According to
Wasa, rainwater drain-
age efforts were under-
way in 41 districts, while
authorities are continu-
ously monitoring rivers,
dams and barrages.

All Punjab Wasa
field teams are on high
alert, with directives is-
sued to ensure the swift-
est possible drainage of
rainwater, Wasa Punjab
director general said,
adding that public con-
venience was the top
priority.

NEWS DESK: PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari on Wednesday
said the upcoming elec-
tion in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) was per-
haps the “most signifi-
cant” in the region’s his-
tory, saying its future
was tied to the outcome.

Addressing a rally
in Mirpur, the PPP chair-
man said, “I do not con-
sider this election cam-
paign and these elec-
tions to be ordinary. Per-
haps, this is the most sig-
nificant election in the
history of AJK.”

“The decisions you
make in this election will
determine the future of
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir,” he added.

Bilawal said former
prime ministers and PPP
leaders — Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto and Benazir
Bhutto — along with
President Asif Al i
Zardari, had made his-
tory by securing the
constitutional rights of
AJK, adding that it was
now his turn to leave his
mark on history.

“I want history to
remember that Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari and the
PPP gave the people of
AJK the right to self-
governance, the right to
employment and the
right to determine their
own future.”

The PPP scion
added that he had prom-
ised the people of Gilgit-
Baltistan the right to
self-governance, the
right to employment and
greater self-rule, and had
won the election on that
manifesto.

Referring to AJK,
the PPP chairman said

he had brought the same
manifesto to the region.

In simpler terms, he
said he wanted the
people of Kashmir to
enjoy the same rights as
those available to the
people of Pakistan in
other regions.

“We have been
struggling for the right
to self-government for
AJK globally for three
generations; now, we

have to advance this
struggle for self-govern-
ment within Pakistan,”
he stated.

He stressed that he
would ensure the right
to self-government for
AJK while also defend-
ing its narrative at inter-
national forums.

“It is 100 per cent
possible that we give
rights to the people of
AJK and also continue
their struggle for free-
dom and advocate their
case at international fo-
rums,” Bilawal said.

Bilawal said the PPP
was the only party that
sought justice for the 12
refugee seats.

“When rigging oc-
curs on those 12 seats
and people think that
they have those seats in
their pockets, they do in-
justice to you.”

He further stated
that he did not agree
with those who argued
against refugee repre-
sentation or giving vot-
ing rights to refugees,
adding: “I say give the
vote to refugees, give

them representation, but
Punjab or Sindh will not
decide for Kashmir; only
Kashmir will decide for
Kashmir.”

He vowed that if the
people of AJK gave the
PPP a two-thirds major-
ity in the upcoming elec-
tion, the party would
bring an amendment to
the AJK Constitution to
ensure justice for both
the people of AJK and
refugees. “Is it not pos-
sible that we retain
AJK’s status as a state
and keep its own prime
minister, but ensure that
AJK’s voice reaches
Islamabad?” Bilawal
said.

The PPP chairman
said AJK should have
representation in
Pakistan’s decision-mak-
ing bodies on an ob-
server or provisional ba-
sis so that it could raise
its issues there.

“Instead of protest-
ing on roads, you should
raise your concerns in
the Centre; this is my
manifesto.”

He also recalled

that he had proposed the
formation of a truth and
reconciliation commis-
sion to resolve the on-
going issues in AJK.
“Neither the govern-
ment nor the protesters
have responded to this
proposal yet.  In our
opinion, this is the only
solution to this prob-
lem.” Commenting on
the suspension of
internet services in AJK
amid the protests,
Bilawal said it was “op-
pressive”. Moreover, he
said he had instructed
the AJK PPP president
to write a letter to the
AJK Election Commis-
sion.

NEWS DESK: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on
Wednesday warned
that the United States
would retaliate with
strikes on Iranian infra-
structure if the Islamic
Republic attacked any
vessel transiting the
Strait of Hormuz.

In a post on his
Truth Social platform, he
said any attack by Iran
on a ship in the strate-
gic waterway —
whether carried out with
"a missile, rocket, drone,
or any other device or
weapon" — would trig-
ger a US military re-
sponse.

"From this point
forward, any time the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran
shoots at a ship in the
Strait of Hormuz... the
United States will bomb
and destroy one bridge
or power plant, includ-
ing those located next
to, or in, the capital city
of Tehran," Trump wrote.

Earlier,  Iran's
Tasnim News Agency
reported loud explo-
sions heard on the island
resulting from a missile
attack, which took place
at 2:48pm local time, ac-
cording to Al Jazeera.

The report said that
investigations have
been launched by the
relevant authorities to
determine the extent of
the attack,  the point
where the missile hit,
and the possible dam-
age caused.

Rubio says US
'open to diplomacy' with
Iran, disputes Iran's
'power' over Strait of
Hormuz

US Secretary of
State Marco Rubio said

Nationwide petrol
pump strike postponed

for two weeks after
govt assurances

central and northern
Punjab. Photos shared
on social media and cor-
roborated by a Dawn
correspondent showed
the Shamsi Underpass in
Gujranwala’s Civil Lines
area completely sub-
merged on Wednesday,
making it impossible for
traffic to pass through.

Rainwater accumu-
lated in different areas of
Lahore,  including
Kareem Block Market,
Johar Town, Township,
Ferozepur Road, Multan
Road, Samanabad,

Wednesday that Wash-
ington “would love to
reach a diplomatic settle-
ment” with Iran, pushing
back against the idea
that Iran has "power"
over the Strait  of
Hormuz.

Rubio warned that
US President Donald
Trump has “many op-
tions available” if
Tehran does not coop-
erate, and according to
Al Jazeera, said regard-
ing the Islamabad
Memorandum of Under-
standing Article 5 that "I
don’t think that’s [power
over the Strait] what the
MoU says, so that’s not
the way we interpreted
it from the very begin-
ning." “We understood
that to mean that they
would ensure that no
ships were being blown
up. … The MoU does
not give them the right
to launch drones and
missiles against com-
mercial shipping ves-
sels.”

He added that he

believed “everybody
here understands that
the US would love to
reach a diplomatic settle-
ment. We would love to
reach an agreement if it
were possible with Iran
that would ensure they
never have a nuclear
weapon, and obviously
help stop them,” Rubio
told reporters in the Phil-
ippines.

Rubio said that the
US would prefer an
agreement where the Ira-
nian side “says we'll no
longer sponsor terror-
ism and we will not pur-
sue a nuclear weapon or
the things you need for
a nuclear weapon.”

He noted that
Trump “always prefers
to negotiate and reach a
deal on these things, and
we are prepared to do
that. We've tried to do
that now for a year and
a half, but we're also not
going to sit by and let
ships be blown up or
Americans be attacked.”

“The president has

many options available
to him if they continue
to insist on not being
cooperative. And I won't
get ahead of the presi-
dent on any of those.
But I think Iran knows
we have many options
as well.”

He reiterated that
the US is not going to
accept Iran’s targeting
of “global shipping and
international water-
ways,” adding: “There
are other countries that
should feel just  as
strongly as we do be-
cause they're actually
more impacted by it than
we are.”

Baghaei slams re-
peated US attacks,
threats against Iranian
'peaceful nuclear facili-
ties' Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesperson
Esmaeil Baghaei con-
demned the "repeated
US attacks and threats
against Iran's peaceful
nuclear facilities" in a
post on X on Wednes-
day.

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Wednesday urged
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) to expedite
processing of financing
for Pakistan's Main
Line-1 (ML-1) railway
project, describing it as
one of the government's
flagship infrastructure
initiatives during a meet-
ing with senior ADB
leadership at the bank's
headquarters in Manila.

Dar held the meet-
ing on the sidelines of
the 33rd ASEAN Re-
gional Forum Ministerial
Meeting in Manila,
where Pakistan is engag-

ing regional partners
through bilateral meet-
ings.

According to the
Foreign Office, Dar held
a meeting at the ADB
headquarters with ADB
Vice President (South,
Central and West Asia)
Yingming Yang, ADB
Vice President (Sectors
and Themes) Fatima
Yasmin, ADB director
generals and officials,
along with Pakistan's
Executive Director to the
ADB, Nashita Mohsin.

The two sides "re-
affirmed their more than
six-decade-long Paki-
stan-ADB partnership
and explored ways to

further strengthen coop-
eration in infrastructure,
climate resilience, re-
gional connectivity, and
sustainable economic
growth," the Foreign
Office said.

During the meeting,
Dar "appreciated ADB's
steadfast support for
Pakistan's development
priorities and under-
scored the importance of
continued collabora-
tion."

The deputy prime
minister also highlighted
the "Main Line-1 (ML-
1) railway project as one
of the Government's flag-
ship infrastructure initia-
tives.

Newly sworn-in GB CM picks 8
PPP, 4 IPP assembly members to

join his cabinet as ministers
NEWS DESK: Gilgit-
Baltistan’s newly sworn-
in Chief Minister Amjad
Hussain has selected 12
members to join his cabi-
net as ministers,  i t
emerged on Wednesday,
following the issuance
of a notification for the
cabinet members’ ap-
pointment.

According to the
notification, seen by
Dawn, 12 individuals
from Hussain’s own
party, the PPP, and four
from the Istehkam-i-Pa-
kistan Party (IPP) have
been named as members
of the new cabinet.

The notification, is-
sued by the Services and
General Administration
Department and Cabinet
Department, stated that
on the advice of the
chief minister, the GB
governor “has been
pleased to appoint the
following members of
the Gilgit-Baltistan As-
sembly as ministers to
the government of
Gilgit-Baltistan”.

The notification

then lists the members,
who include:

Zulfiqar Ali Murad
(PPP)

Syed Jalal  Shah
(PPP)

Muhammad Ali
Akhtar (PPP)

Naiknam Karim
(PPP)

Iqbal Hassan (PPP)
Raja Nasir Khan

(PPP)
M u h a m m a d

Naseem (PPP)
Syed Tauqeer

Mehdi (PPP)
Aman Ali (IPP)
Asad Shafiq (IPP)
Anwar Ali (IPP)
M u h a m m a d

Dilpazeer (IPP)
The notification

stated that the selected
ministers would be as-
signed portfolios sepa-
rately and the governor
would administer the
oath to them.

The four IPP mem-
bers picked for the cabi-
net had contested the
June 7 elections in GB as
independent candidates
and later joined their

current party.
Currently, the GB

Assembly comprises 14
members from the PPP,
nine from the PML-N,
seven from the IPP, one
from the Majlis Wahdat-
i-Muslimeen (MWM)
and one PTI-backed in-
dependent candidate.

Meanwhile, a by-
election is due to be held
for one of the seats,
GBA-9 Skardu-III, on
September 5. The GB
Election Commission
announced the by-elec-
tion earlier this month
after the GB Supreme
Appellate Court dis-
qualified PPP candidate
Fida Muhammad
Nashad for concealing
his assets in his nomina-
tion papers.

Following the elec-
tions, the PML-N and
the IPP had decided to
support the PPP in the
elections for the chief
minister, speaker and
deputy speaker. How-
ever, it was agreed that
the PML-N would sit in
the opposition.

NEWS DESK: The All
Pakistan Petrol Pump
Owners Association on
Wednesday postponed
its planned nationwide
shutdown for two weeks
following successful ne-
gotiations with Petro-
leum Minister Ali Pervaiz
Malik, who assured deal-
ers that their long-pend-
ing concerns would be
addressed.

Addressing a joint
press conference with
the minister, association
secretary Nadeem Khan
said the decision to with-
draw the strike call was
made in view of the es-
calating regional crisis
and the potential hard-
ship it could cause the
public. "We reconsid-
ered our decision keep-
ing in view the escalat-
ing crisis caused by the
war situation and the dif-
ficulties faced by the
people," he said.

Khan said the min-
ister had assured the as-
sociation that its long-

pending demand for a
review of dealers' profit
margins, which had been
awaiting action since
2022, would be ad-
dressed. He said the as-
surance had also been
formalised through a
written agreement.

"We have complete
confidence in Ali Pervaiz
Sahab and hope that our
commission-related is-
sue will be resolved," he
said. Referring to the
government's daily pe-
troleum pricing mecha-
nism, the secretary said
the minister had also as-
sured the association
that the policy would
continue on a trial basis
for two weeks, after
which its merits and de-
merits would be re-
viewed. He said the gov-
ernment would assess
whether the mechanism
caused undue difficul-
ties for the public before
deciding whether to
continue or reconsider
it.


