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Session Judge Abdul Hakeem Kakar
Martyred in Mastung Terror Attack,
CM Balochistan Vows Decisive Action

Balochistan: Curfew
Imposed in

Khadkocha, Mastung

File Photo of the Martyred District and Session Judge Abdul Hakeem Kakar.

President Asif Ali Zardari Condoles
Death of Session Judge Abdul

Hakeem Kakar, Security Guard
in Mastung Attack

NEWS DESK:

MASTUNG: The Balochistan
government has imposed a
curfew in Khadkocha, a sub-
tehsil of Mastung district, ef-
fective from 9:00 PM on
Wednesday, July 22, 2026, un-
til further notice to maintain law

QASEEM SHAH:

ISLAMABAD: President Asif
Ali Zardari has expressed deep
grief and sorrow over the mar-
tyrdom of Session Judge Abdul
Hakeem Kakar and his secu-

and order and ensure peace
and stability in the area.

Babar Yousafzai, Special
Assistant to the Balochistan
Home Department, announced
the curfew under directives
issued by the Balochistan
Home Department.

WEB DESK:

Session Judge Abdul Hakeem
Kakar and his security guard
were martyred after unidenti-
fied terrorists ambushed their
official vehicle near the Wali
Khan Railway Crossing on the
Mastung Bypass on Wednes-
day, while Additional Sessions
Judge Tariq Lashari sustained
critical injuries, according to
police and official sources.

The judges were travelling
from Quetta to the Sessions
Court in Mastung when their
vehicle came under heavy gun-

fire near the railway crossing.
Security forces and police im-
mediately reached the scene,
secured the area, and
launched a search operation to
track down the attackers.

The injured Additional Ses-
sions Judge was shifted to a
hospital for emergency treat-
ment, while law enforcement
agencies began collecting evi-
dence as part of the investiga-
tion.

Strongly condemning the
Mastung terrorist attack,
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti described the
assault on Session Judge Abdul

Asif Ali Zardari addressing PPP workers convention in Turbat.

Hakeem Kakar as “an attack
on the state.” He vowed that
the terrorists involved would be
pursued and brought to justice
without exception.

“The blood of our judges
and law enforcement person-
nel will not be shed in vain,”
the chief minister said, adding
that there would be no le-
niency for terrorists or their fa-
cilitators.

He reiterated that the gov-
ernment would crush those
challenging the writ of the
state and eliminate every ter-
rorist network operating in
Balochistan.

CM Bugti further pledged
to intensify counterterrorism
operations across the province,
stating that Balochistan will not
serve as a safe haven for ter-
rorists.

He emphasized that those
responsible for the deadly at-
tack would be held accountable
and that the fight against ter-
rorism would continue with full
force.

The Mastung attack on the
judiciary has prompted height-
ened security measures in the
area, while authorities continue
investigations to identify and
arrest the perpetrators.

rity guard in a terrorist attack
in Mastung, Balochistan.

President Zardari prayed
for the elevation of the mar-
tyrs’ in the hereafter and for
patience and strength for the
bereaved families. He said that
the sacrifices of the martyrs

would not go in vain.
The President also prayed

for the early recovery of Judi-
cial Magistrate Tariq Lashari
and other individuals injured in
the attack.

Strongly condemning the
terrorist incident, President

Asif Ali Zardari said that the
nefarious designs of anti-state
elements would never succeed.
He reaffirmed that Pakistan
would continue its struggle un-
til the complete elimination of
the menace of terrorism from
the country.

During the curfew, citizens
have been strictly directed to
remain inside their homes and
avoid unnecessary movement.
Residents have also been
urged to fully cooperate with
the administration and security
authorities.

Officials warned that strict
legal action will be taken

against anyone violating the
curfew order.

Authorities said all neces-
sary measures are being imple-
mented to maintain peace, se-
curity and law and order in
Khadkocha and surrounding
areas.

Field Marshal Asim
Munir Meets National
Workshop Balochistan
Participants at GHQ

NEWS DESK:

RAWALPINDI: Chief of
Army Staff and Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir has said that
lasting peace in Balochistan
can be achieved through col-
lective efforts by the security
forces, law enforcement agen-
cies and the people of the
province.

Field Marshal Asim Munir
made these remarks during his
meeting with participants of
the National Workshop
Balochistan at General Head-
quarters (GHQ), where mat-
ters concerning the province’s
security,

stability and socio-eco-
nomic development were dis-
cussed.

The Field Marshal said
that targeted operations against
Fitna al Khawarij and Fitna al
Hindustan would continue un-
til the complete elimination of
terrorism.

He made it clear that ter-
rorists posing a threat to Paki-
stan and their facilitators would
be eliminated at all costs.

He further said that exter-

nally sponsored elements were
attempting to disrupt peace and
stability in Balochistan.

The armed forces, with
the support of the people,
would foil all nefarious designs
of the country’s enemies, he
added.

Describing Balochistan as
the pride of Pakistan, Field
Marshal Asim Munir said the
province was blessed with
abundant natural resources and
was home to patriotic and re-
silient people.

He noted that the federal
and provincial governments
were implementing public wel-
fare-oriented initiatives aimed
at promoting the social and
economic development of
Balochistan.

Field Marshal Asim Munir
emphasized that national unity,
resilience and collective efforts
were essential for securing
Pakistan’s bright and prosper-
ous future.

The participants of the
National Workshop
Balochistan reaffirmed their
commitment to Pakistan’s sta-
bility, development, sover-
eignty and national unity.

Field Marshal Asim Munir Meets National
Workshop Balochistan Participants at GHQ.
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Forced Marriage in Islam:  A Clear Violation
of Women’s Rights and Human Dignity

By Musavir
Durrani:

Forced marriage re-
mains one of the most
damaging cultural
practices in parts of
the Muslim world to-
day. Despite being jus-
tified in the name of
honor, tradition, or
family unity, Islam it-
self strictly forbids
forcing any woman, or
man, into a marriage
they do not want. Is-
lamic teachings make
consent the

core of marriage,
while coercion makes
a marriage batil (in-
valid).

The Qur ’an
Clearly Forbids
Forced Marriages.

Allah states in
Surah An-Nisa:

“O you who be-
lieve, it is not lawful
for you to inherit
women against their
will.”

(Qur’an 4:19)
This verse was

revealed to abolish the
jahiliyyah practice of
controlling or forcing
women into mar-
riages.

Islam replaced
oppression with dig-
nity, choice, and re-
sponsibility.

Prophetic Ex-
ample: Forced Mar-
riages Declared In-
valid

A woman once
came to the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)

complaining that her
father had married her

without her per-
mission. The Prophet
(PBUH) gave her the
full right to reject or
accept the marriage,

proving that con-
sent is mandatory.

Hadith Refer-
ences: Sahih al-
Bukhari, Hadith 5138.

Sahih Muslim, Hadith
1419. These narra-
tions all confirm that
the Prophet (PBUH)
allowed the woman to
annul her forced mar-
riage.

One narration
even states that she
chose to remain mar-
ried but wanted to
teach women that fa-

thers have no right to
force their daughters.

Parents Can Ad-
vise, But They Cannot
Force.

Islam highly re-
spects parents, but
marriage choice is not
their right. They can
guide, suggest, and
advise,

but they have ab-

solutely no power to
force their child into
marrying someone.
Even if parents think
they “know what is
best,” they cannot
override the choice of
their daughter or son.
The final decision al-
ways

belongs to the per-
son getting married.

Statements such
as: “If you don’t marry
this one, who will
marry you?”. “You
have no choice.” “Do
it for

family honor.”
“You must obey your
parents.”

These are pure
emotional manipula-
tion, and Islam does

not allow it. Emotional
or Psychological

Pressure is Also
Haram. Forced mar-
riage is not only when
someone is physically
pressured. Even

emotional, mental,
or family pressure
counts as force. Any
Nikkah done under
fear, pressure, or

threats
is invalid (Batil) in

Islam. This ruling is
based on multiple
hadith in which the
Prophet (PBUH) an-
nulled

marriages done
without consent.

Modern Forced
Marriages, A New
Way of Burying
Women Alive. Before
Islam, Arabs used to
bury baby

girls alive. Today,
many scholars say:
“We no longer bury
women in the ground,

we bury their
dreams on the day of
their Nikkah.”

When a girl is
forced into a marriage,
pressured emotionally,
or told she has no
other choice, we de-
stroy her life while she
is still alive. This is the
new form of burying
women alive, and Is-
lam came to end this
injustice completely.

Forced marriage
has no place in Islam.
It is against the
Qur’an, against the
Sunnah, and against
the dignity that Islam
gives to every woman
and man. Parents must
love, support, and
guide, but never

control or force
marriage decisions.

“Allah gave
women this right, and
no one can take it
away”.

South-West Asia and the War Against Narcotics:
Where Does Pakistan Stand?

registered, dozens of
arrests were made,
and awareness cam-
paigns were launched
across educational in-
stitutions.

 Importantly, inde-
pendent surveys after
March 2025 con-
firmed the effective-
ness of these eradica-
tion drives.

Pakistan’s deter-
mination to combat
narcotics often re-
mains under-reported
internationally, over-
shadowed by outdated
or selective portray-
als.

The fact remains:
Pakistan continues to
fight this menace not
only for its own stabil-
ity but also for global
security.

What is urgently
needed is greater rec-
ognition of these ef-
forts by the interna-
tional community and
enhanced cooperation
from agencies such as
the UNODC.

As South-West
Asia remains at the
heart of global narcot-
ics trade routes,
Pakistan’s role is both
frontline and decisive.
Balochistan, in par-
ticular, holds the poten-
tial to transform from
a vulnerable transit
zone into a hub of op-
portunity, stability, and
resilience. Just as
Lady Macbeth’s imag-
ined guilt could not be
washed away with
water,  the global com-
munity cannot absolve
itself of responsibility
by ignoring Pakistan’s
sacrifices and
achievements in this
ongoing struggle.

By Dr. B. Sultan:
Lady Macbeth once
remarked that “a little
water clears us of this
deed” after the assas-
sination of the King.
Yet, with time, she re-
mained haunted, ob-
sessively rubbing her
hands in an attempt to
cleanse the imagined
stains of blood. The
persistence of narcot-
ics production and
trade in South-West
Asia resembles this
unending struggle — a
dark reality that can-
not be easily washed
away.

Afghanistan has
long been recognized
as the world’s largest
producer of opium,
with its roots tracing
back to the early
1900s. Over the de-
cades, the repercus-
sions of this industry
spilled into neighboring
Pakistan and Iran.

In the late 2000s,
Taliban leader Mullah
Omar imposed a strict
ban on poppy cultiva-
tion through threats,
forced eradication, and
severe punishments.
However, as revealed
by the UNODC
Opium Survey 2007,
the ban primarily tar-
geted cultivation while
the trade continued.
After the fall of the
Taliban, opium again
became a major
source of funding for
logistics, weapons, and
militia payments.

In 2022, the
Taliban leadership
once again announced
a ban on poppy culti-
vation, with Hibatullah
Akhundzada officially
declaring significant

reductions. Some
Western reports, sup-
ported by satellite im-
agery, showcased de-
clining poppy fields in
southern Afghanistan.
However, this raises
critical questions: Can
Afghanistan realisti-
cally abandon such a
central economic re-
source while facing
sanctions? And what

consequences does
this shift have for Pa-
kistan? While certain
international outlets
hastily claim that Pa-
kistan has become a
new hub for narcotics,
such narratives ignore
key realities.

The issue is not a
simple matter of “shift-
ing sands” but a com-
plex regional security

challenge.
The porous border

between Pakistan and
Afghanistan, coupled
with cross-border net-
works of drug traffick-
ers, means temporary
shifts in cultivation are
often strategic rather
than permanent.
M o r e o v e r ,
Afghanistan’s pivot to-
wards methamphet-

amine production —
highlighted by satellite
evidence of expanded
ephedra processing
hubs — reflects adap-
tive strategies of traf-
fickers rather than
genuine eradication.

In Pakistan, how-
ever, the situation is
markedly different.
Since 2001, the coun-
try has largely main-

tained its “poppy-free”
status, despite spo-
radic spillovers from
Afghanistan.

Following the
Taliban’s 2022 ban,
some illicit cultivations
did emerge in border
areas,

particularly within
Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Yet, these were swiftly

addressed through
Pakistan’s Poppy
Elimination Campaign
(PEC-2025).

This multi-agency
effort, led by the Anti-
Narcotics Force
(ANF) and provincial
administrations, suc-
cessfully destroyed
thousands of acres of
illegal poppy fields.
Over 250 FIRs were
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Senior Minister Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani Condemns Mastung

Terror Attack, Pays Tribute
to Martyred Session Judge

Balochistan IGP Mohammad Tahir Reviews Security at
Quetta Police Stations, Praises Officers' Commitment Balochistan Assembly Leaders

Advocate Improved
Menstrual Health Management

and Free Sanitary Products

PPHI Gwadar Inspects BHU Shinkani Dar to Improve
Rural Healthcare Services

Governor Jaffar Khan Mandokhail Calls for Accelerated
Development and Restoration of Quetta's Historic Identity

Balochistan Orders Halt to Unauthorized Drain
Construction by Sindh Irrigation in Nasirabad Division

PPP Leader Haji Ali Madad
Jatak Condemns Mastung Terror
Attack, Mourns Martyred Session

Judge Abdul Hakeem Kakar

QUETTA: Balochistan
Governor Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has said
that Quetta is not merely
the provincial capital
but the face of the entire
province, emphasizing
the need for coordinated
efforts to promote the
city's development, re-
store its historic iden-
tity, and enhance its
natural beauty.

The governor made
these remarks while
speaking to a delegation
led by Pakistan Muslim
League-N (PML-N)
leader Muslehuddin
Mengal in Quetta.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail said Quetta
is a city blessed with a
rich history, distinctive
urban character, and re-
markable natural beauty.
He urged all relevant
provincial ministers to
focus their attention on
the city's genuine devel-
opment, beautification,
and the preservation of
its historical signifi-
cance.

He welcomed the
launch of several major
development projects
during the tenure of the
current provincial gov-

ernment but stressed
that greater collective
efforts are still needed to
ensure quality educa-
tion, clean drinking wa-
ter, and improved public
healthcare services for
the residents of Quetta.

The provision of
these essential services
is a fundamental right of
every citizen and forms
the foundation of a
healthy and prosperous
society," the governor
said. Jaffar Khan

Mandokhail  further
noted that provincial
ministers, parliamentary
secretaries, members of
the provincial assembly,
and relevant govern-
ment departments all
have an important role to
play in restoring Quetta's
vibrancy and contribut-
ing to the city's long-
term prosperity and pub-
lic welfare.

He emphasized that
integrated planning,
transparency, account-

ability, and the effective
implementation of devel-
opment projects are es-
sential for achieving
sustainable urban
growth and improving
the quality of life for citi-
zens.

Highlighting the im-
portance of public par-
ticipation, the governor
said sustainable devel-
opment can only be
achieved when govern-
ment institutions and citi-
zens work together.

He called for greater
civic responsibility, en-
vironmental awareness,
and community partici-
pation to maintain clean-
liness and protect pub-
lic infrastructure.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail added that
the continued develop-
ment of Quetta would
strengthen confidence
across Balochistan.

A clean, organized,
and beautiful provincial
capital, he said, reflects
positively on every dis-
trict of the province and
enhances Balochistan's
overall image.

He concluded by
urging all stakeholders
to renew their collective
commitment to trans-
forming Quetta into a
modern, sustainable,
and well-managed city.

Quetta develop-
ment, Governor Jaffar
Khan Mandokhail ,
Quetta beautification,
Balochistan develop-
ment, Quetta infrastruc-
ture, public services in
Quetta,  clean water
Quetta,  healthcare
Balochistan, education
Quetta, urban develop-
ment Pakistan.

QUETTA: Inspector
General (IG) of Police
Balochistan Mohammad
Tahir visited several po-
lice stations in Quetta to
review security arrange-
ments and assess opera-
tional preparedness
amid the province's on-
going security chal-
lenges.

During the visit, the
IGP was accompanied
by DIG Quetta Imran
Shaukat, SSP Opera-
tions Quetta Zia
Mandokhail, and other
senior police officials.

The delegation in-
spected Airport Police
Station, Shalkot Police
Station, Kechi Baig Po-
lice Station, and Sariab
Police Station, where the
IG was briefed by the
DIG Quetta on security
measures, deployment
of personnel, and over-
all administrative ar-
rangements.

Mohammad Tahir

NASIRABAD: Commis-
sioner Salahuddin Norzai
chaired a high-level
meeting to discuss the
construction of a drain-
age channel allegedly
being carried out by the
Sindh Irrigation Depart-
ment within
Balochistan's territory
without obtaining the
required No Objection
Certificate (NOC) from
the Government of
Balochistan. The meet-
ing was attended by
Chief Engineer Canals
Qurban Ali Jatoi, Super-
intending Engineer Irri-
gation Circle/XEN
Mudassar Zafar Khosa,
Assistant Commis-
sioner Sohbatpur
Saifuddin Khosa, and
Assistant Commis-
sioner Jaffarabad Dhiraj
Kalra.

During the briefing,
Chief Engineer Canals
Qurban Ali Jatoi in-
formed participants that
the drainage channel
under construction

within Balochistan's ju-
risdiction was being ex-
ecuted by the Sindh Ir-
rigation Department and
could have direct impli-
cations for
Balochistan's drainage
system. Expressing seri-
ous concern,  XEN
Mudassar Zafar Khosa
stated that the excava-
tion and construction
work had begun without
securing the mandatory
NOC from the Govern-
ment of Balochistan. He
stressed that no work

should be permitted
within the province's
boundaries until formal
approval is obtained
from the competent au-
thorities.

Following the dis-
cussion, Commissioner
Salahuddin Norzai di-
rected the Deputy Com-
missioner Sohbatpur to
convene a district-level
meeting on the matter
and ordered that all con-
struction activities on
the disputed drainage
channel within

to adversely affect
Balochistan's drainage
network, agricultural
land, public infrastruc-
ture, or local communi-
ties cannot be allowed
without a comprehen-
sive technical review
and official approval.

The meeting under-
scored the provincial
government's commit-
ment to safeguarding
Balochistan's water in-
frastructure and ensur-
ing that all inter-provin-
cial  development
projects comply with le-
gal procedures and en-
vironmental consider-
ations before implemen-
tation.

Nasirabad Divi-
sion, Salahuddin Norzai,
Sindh Irrigation Depart-
ment, Balochistan irriga-
tion,  NOC dispute,
drainage channel, Noor
Wah, Sohbatpur,
Jaffarabad, inter-provin-
cial water management,
Balochistan infrastruc-
ture, flood protection.

Balochistan's limits be
suspended until the is-
sue is resolved through
proper legal and admin-
istrative channels.

Officials from the
Balochistan Irrigation
Department also recalled
that during the devastat-
ing 2010 floods, flood-
waters entering through
the Noor Wah channel
caused extensive dam-
age to the province's
drainage infrastructure.

They cautioned that
any future project likely

also met with police per-
sonnel stationed at the
facili t ies and com-
mended them for their
professionalism and
dedication to duty.

Addressing officers
and personnel during
the visits, the IGP said
that the police uniform
and the responsibility of
serving the public are a
source of pride, adding
that the current security
environment makes their
professional responsi-
bilities even more sig-

nificant.
He stated that the

Balochistan Police re-
mains at the forefront of
the fight against terror-
ism, playing a critical role
in protecting the lives
and property of citizens
and ensuring the rule of
law across the province.

The protection of
the public is the police
force's highest priority,
and no sacrifice will be
spared in fulfilling this
responsibility," he said.

The police chief

praised the courage and
determination of the
force, urging officers to
confront challenges with
resilience, confidence,
and bravery.

He also instructed
personnel to remain
physically fit, mentally
alert, and vigilant while
performing their duties.

Emphasizing com-
munity-oriented polic-
ing, Mohammad Tahir di-
rected officers to uphold
the dignity and rights of
citizens while carrying

out their responsibili-
ties. He said that profes-
sionalism, respectful
conduct, and ethical be-
havior have always been
key to maintaining the
positive reputation of
the police force.

The IGP further
noted that Balochistan
Police has consistently
worked to compel anti-
social and criminal ele-
ments to surrender, add-
ing that police weapons
symbolize the force's
commitment to combat-
ing crime and maintain-
ing peace and public or-
der.

Balochistan Police,
IG Mohammad Tahir,
Quetta police stations,
Quetta security, Airport
Police Station Quetta,
Shalkot Police Station,
Kechi Baig Police Sta-
tion, Sariab Police Sta-
tion, counterterrorism
Balochistan, Pakistan
police news.

GWADAR: In line with
the vision of
Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti to
ensure quality
healthcare at people's
doorstep, PPHI Gwadar
District Manager Dr.
Murshid Dashti con-
ducted a comprehensive
monitoring visit to the
Basic Health Unit (BHU)
Shinkani Dar to review
the delivery of primary
healthcare services.

During the inspec-
tion, Dr. Murshid Dashti
assessed staff atten-
dance, outpatient de-
partment (OPD) records,
the availability of essen-
tial medicines, patient
care services, record
management, and the
overall functioning of
the health facility.

He emphasized that

providing timely, unin-
terrupted, and high-qual-
ity healthcare services
to people living in re-
mote and underserved
areas remains one of the
top priorities of the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan.

The district man-
ager instructed the medi-
cal staff to treat patients
with courtesy and pro-
fessionalism, ensure the
continuous availability

of medicines, maintain
accurate and updated
health records, and ef-
fectively implement all
national health programs
to improve healthcare
delivery.

Dr. Murshid Dashti
reiterated PPHI's commit-
ment to regularly moni-
toring all Basic Health
Units (BHUs) across
Gwadar district in accor-
dance with Chief Minis-

ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti's
vision. He said these in-
spections are aimed at
enhancing the quality of
public healthcare ser-
vices and ensuring that
citizens receive acces-
sible and reliable medi-
cal care at their door-
step. The visit reflects
the provincial
government's ongoing
efforts to strengthen the
primary healthcare sys-

tem and improve health
service delivery in rural
communities through-
out Balochistan.

PPHI Gwadar, Dr.
Murshid Dashti, BHU
Shinkani Dar, Gwadar
healthcare, Basic Health
Unit Balochistan, Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, primary
healthcare Pakistan, ru-
ral health services, PPHI
Balochistan, Gwadar
health news.

Q U E T T A :
Balochistan Senior
Provincial Minister,
Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Central
Executive Committee
member, Parliamen-
tary Leader, and Pro-
vincial Minister for Ir-
rigation Mir
Muhammad Sadiq
Umrani has strongly
condemned the tragic
terrorist attack on the
national highway in
Mastung that claimed
the lives of Session
Judge Abdul Hakeem
Kakar and his security
guard.

In a statement is-
sued on Wednesday,
Mir Muhammad Sadiq
Umrani expressed
profound grief and sor-
row over the martyr-
dom of the judge and
his guard, extending
heartfelt condolences
to their families.

The senior minis-
ter said the continued
occurrence of terror-

ist incidents in differ-
ent parts of
Balochistan is clear
evidence that anti-
state elements,
backed by external
forces, are attempting
to undermine ongoing
efforts to establish
lasting peace and sta-
bility in the province
through acts of terror-
ism.

He asserted that
such malicious designs
would never succeed.

Paying tribute to
the late Session Judge
Abdul Hakeem
Kakar, Mir
Muhammad Sadiq
Umrani said the
judge's commitment to
delivering justice and
upholding the rule of
law would be remem-
bered for years to
come.

He described his
services to the judi-
ciary as a lasting con-
tribution to society.

The provincial

minister also prayed
that Almighty Allah
grants the martyrs the
highest place in
Jannat-ul-Firdous and
blesses their families
with patience and
strength during this dif-
ficult time.

Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani further
prayed for the speedy
recovery of Additional
Session Judge Tariq
Lashari and his secu-
rity guard, who were
injured in the attack,
expressing hope for
their complete and
early recovery.

Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani,
Mastung terrorist at-
tack, Session Judge
Abdul Hakeem
Kakar,

Tariq Lashari,
Balochistan terrorism,
PPP Balochistan, Irri-
gation Minister, Quetta
news, national high-
way attack,
Balochistan security.

QUETTA: A consul-
tative meeting on
Menstrual Health and
Hygiene (MHH) in
Balochistan was held
in Quetta with the sup-
port of UNICEF,
bringing together law-
makers, government
officials, UN represen-
tatives, and civil soci-
ety organizations to
discuss policies aimed
at improving women's
health and menstrual
hygiene management
across the province.

The meeting was
chaired by Deputy
Speaker of the
Balochistan Assembly
Ghazala Gola and
MPA Rahmat Saleh
Baloch. Participants
included MNA Akhtar
Bibi, MPAs Khair Jan
Baloch, Shahida Rauf,
and Kulsoom Niaz
Baloch, Chairman of
the Balochistan Rev-
enue Authority
Abdullah Norzai, rep-
resentatives of United
Nations agencies, and
members of civil soci-
ety.

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy
Speaker Ghazala Gola
said that protecting the
health and dignity of

women remains one
of the provincial
government's top pri-
orities.

She emphasized
that the government is
committed to remov-
ing all barriers affect-
ing women's access to
menstrual health prod-
ucts and services.

She described the
abolition of taxes on
sanitary products as a
significant milestone
and said practical mea-
sures are now being
implemented to ensure
that the benefits reach
women and girls, par-
ticularly those from
vulnerable and
underserved commu-
nities.

Speaking on the
occasion, MPA
Rahmat Saleh Baloch
stressed that alongside
policy reforms, all rel-
evant government de-
partments must work
together to raise pub-
lic awareness and en-
sure the provision of
free menstrual health
facilities and products
at the grassroots level.

Dr. Tahira Kamal
Baloch, Chairperson
of the MHM Working
Group Secretariat

Balochistan, termed
the removal of taxes
on sanitary products a
historic achievement.
She said the group's
next priority is to ad-
vocate for the free dis-
tribution of menstrual
hygiene products in
schools,

while also promot-
ing awareness about
environmentally re-
sponsible menstrual
waste management
and the safe disposal
of sanitary products.

The participants
reaffirmed their com-
mitment to improving
menstrual health and
hygiene in Balochistan
through coordinated
policy reforms, public
awareness campaigns,
and expanded access
to essential menstrual
hygiene products.

Balochistan men-
strual health, MHM
Working Group,
UNICEF Balochistan,
Ghazala Gola, Rahmat
Saleh Baloch, sanitary
products tax, men-
strual hygiene man-
agement Pakistan,
women's health
Balochistan, Quetta
news, free sanitary
products in schools.

MASTUNG: Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) cen-
tral  leader and
Balochistan Provincial
Minister Haji Ali Madad
Jatak has strongly con-
demned the terrorist at-
tack in Mastung district
that claimed the lives of
Session Judge Abdul
Hakeem Kakar and his
security guard.

He expressed pro-
found grief and sorrow
over the tragic incident
and extended heartfelt
condolences to the be-
reaved families.

In a condolence and
condemnation state-
ment, Haji Ali Madad
Jatak said that terrorists
continue to shed the
blood of innocent and
unarmed citizens in pur-
suit of their nefarious
objectives.

However, he em-
phasized that such cow-
ardly attacks cannot
weaken the resolve of
the people or undermine
the nation's determina-
tion to defeat terrorism.

The provincial min-
ister paid tribute to Ses-
sion Judge Abdul
Hakeem Kakar, describ-
ing him as a dedicated,
honest, and principled

judicial officer who
firmly believed in the
rule of law. He also
praised the judge's secu-
rity guard for sacrificing
his life while performing
his duty, stating that the
sacrifices of both mar-
tyrs will always be re-
membered.

Haji  Ali  Madad
Jatak reaffirmed that ev-
ery conspiracy aimed at
disrupting peace and
stability in Balochistan
would be defeated. He
said the enemies of
peace would not suc-
ceed in their malicious
agenda, adding that the
people of Balochistan
remain united and stead-
fast against terrorism.

He further stated
that the state is utilizing
all available resources
to bring the perpetrators
of terrorism to justice.
According to the minis-
ter, law enforcement
agencies are carrying
out decisive operations
against terrorist ele-
ments, and expressed
confidence that the men-
ace of terrorism would
ultimately be eradicated.

Highlighting the as-
pirations of the people
of Balochistan, Haji Ali

Madad Jatak said that
every resident of the
province seeks peace,
development, and pros-
perity.

He stressed that the
combined efforts of the
public, security forces,
and state institutions
would ensure the defeat
of all anti-peace ele-
ments.

Concluding his
statement, the provincial
minister offered sincere
condolences to the fami-
lies of the martyrs and
prayed that Almighty
Allah grants Session
Judge Abdul Hakeem
Kakar and his security
guard the highest ranks
in Jannah,

 blesses their fami-
lies with patience and
strength, and grants a
swift and complete re-
covery to those injured
in the attack.

Mastung terrorist
attack, Haji Ali Madad
Jatak, Session Judge
Abdul Hakeem Kakar,
Balochistan terrorism,
PPP Balochistan, Paki-
stan news, terrorism in
Mastung, Balochistan
security, law enforce-
ment operations, condo-
lences.
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PM Shehbaz speaks to Saudi crown
prince, condemns 'unacceptable'

Houthi attack on vessels in Red Sea

Pakistan 'disappointed' with EU report on GSP+ compliance
issues, says it understates reforms

Staff at Karachi govt colleges directed
to comply with dress code, told

'inappropriate attire' inconsistent
with professional standards

Authorities told to step up monsoon preparedness
as rain-related deaths in Punjab, KP reach 43

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
on Thursday expressed
“disappointment” with
the European Union’s
(EU) recent report that
pointed out issues in
Pakistan’s compliance
with its commitments
under the Generalised
Scheme of Preferences
Plus (GSP+).

The report was is-
sued last week as part of
the European
Commission’s global as-
sessment of the GSP
during the 2023-2025 pe-
riod. It said Pakistan had
“regressed in a number
of areas while positive
change was limited”.

Responding to a
query during a weekly
press briefing on Thurs-
day, Foreign Office (FO)
spokesperson Tahir
Andrabi appreciated the
r e p o r t ’ s
“acknowledgement of
Pakistan’s legislative
progress” and its contin-
ued compliance with 27
international conven-
tions under the GSP+.

“Nevertheless, I
would be remiss if I do
not express disappoint-
ment with the assess-
ment, with the report’s
overall narrative which
does not present suffi-

ciently balanced pic-
tures of Pakistan’s per-
formance,” Andrabi
added.

He said the EU re-
port “understates the
breadth of reforms un-
dertaken since Pakistan
joined GSP+ in 2014” and
“places disproportion-

poverty reduction and
broader economic devel-
opment”.

He observed that
GSP+ was a “mutually
beneficial arrangement
in that aspect”.

“We will  remain
constructively engaged
with the European Com-

opment,  migration,
counterterrorism, re-
gional stability, climate
resilience, connectivity
and many other areas.

FO ‘completely re-
jects’ Amnesty report on
Kabul strikes

The FO spokesper-
son also “completely”

the allegations made by
Amnesty International.”

He termed it “unfor-
tunate that such serious
allegations have been
presented without any
credible evidence”.

The FO spokesper-
son asserted: “Any mili-
tary strikes by Pakistan
were undertaken in exer-
cise of its right to self-
defence under principles
of necessity and as a
measure of last resort
and directed only and
exclusively against ter-
rorists and their logisti-
cal support bases in Af-
ghanistan.” He main-
tained that Pakistan’s
“response was propor-
tionate to the level of
threat while strictly ad-
hering to the principle of
distinction, precaution
and proportionality”.

“The scale and
scope of this action re-
flected restraint, particu-
larly in light of the se-
verity and frequency of
terrorist attacks faced
by Pakistan. Pakistan re-
jects any insinuation in
this regard otherwise.”

Both the govern-
ment and the military had
asserted that Pakistani
forces had targeted an
ammunition.

NEWS DESK: President
Asif Ali Zardari  on
Thursday directed all
federal, provincial and
local authorities to inten-
sify coordinated pre-
paredness, rescue and
relief measures in view
of the ongoing monsoon
rains as the death toll
from rain-related inci-
dents rose to 43 in
Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

According to a
press release issued by
the President’s Secre-
tariat, the president di-
rected authorities to “in-
tensify coordinated pre-
paredness, rescue and
relief measures as the
country enters a critical
phase of the monsoon
season, with increasing
rains raising the risk of
flash floods,  cloud
bursts, glacial lake out-
burst floods, landslides,
river flooding and urban
flooding in vulnerable
areas”.

He also “expressed
deep sorrow over the
loss of precious lives
and damage to homes,
infrastructure and prop-
erty caused by the recent
rains and related inci-
dents”.

The president di-
rected the National Di-
saster Management Au-
thority (NDMA), the
Provincial Disaster Man-
agement Authorit ies
(PDMAs), and provin-
cial and local authorities
“to maintain close coor-
dination and ensure
timely dissemination of
early warnings”.

He also called for
“continuous monitoring
of rainfall, river flows
and water levels in up-

per catchment regions,
particularly in Gilgit-
Baltistan and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir”,
and directed down-
stream areas to make
preparations for pos-
sible flooding.

According to the
statement, the president
directed the authorities
“to pre-position rescue
and relief resources, en-
sure the protection of

vulnerable communities
and critical infrastruc-
ture and take necessary
measures to protect tour-
ists and visitors in areas
at risk from flash floods,
Glofs and landslides”.

The statement
added that the president
emphasised that all rel-
evant institutions “must
remain vigilant and en-
sure an immediate re-
sponse wherever lives or
property are at risk”.

He urged the public
“to follow official advi-
sories and avoid unnec-
essary travel to areas
facing warnings of
heavy rain, flash floods,
landslides or other
weather-related haz-

ards”.
The statement said

President Zardari also
appreciated the efforts
of rescue workers and
emergency personnel
engaged in relief opera-
tions and prayed for the
safety of people across
the country.

At least 21 people
have died while 154 oth-
ers have been injured in
rain-related incidents

across Punjab during the
ongoing monsoon sea-
son, its PDMA said on
Thursday.

In a statement, the
authority said 15 people
were killed in building
collapses, two due to be-
ing struck by lightning,
three due to electrocu-
tion and one person
drowned. It added that
38 houses sustained
partial damage.

PDMA Director
General Umar Abbas
Mela directed district ad-
ministrations to remain
on high alert during the
second spell of mon-
soon rains, warning of
the risk of urban and
flash flooding.

He said deputy
commissioners had been
instructed to strictly en-
force Section 144 around
rivers and streams and
urged citizens to avoid
staying in dilapidated or
structurally weak build-
ings. The DG said most
fatalities had occurred
due to the collapse of
weak roofs and unsafe
buildings.

He also advised

parents to keep children
away from electric wires,
utility poles and low-ly-
ing areas, stressing that
loss of life and property
could be minimised by
adopting precautionary
measures.

According to the
PDMA, Lahore received
343 millimetres of rain
over the past 48 hours,
while water was cleared
in record time from ma-
jor roads, intersections
and underpasses.

In KP, its PDMA
said that 22 people had
died and 23 others had
been injured in rain-re-
lated incidents since
July 19. According to the
authority.

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday con-
demned Houthi attacks
on Saudi oil tankers in
the Red Sea in a tele-
phone conversation
with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.

“Such actions are
unacceptable, violate in-
ternational law, threaten
freedom of navigation
and undermine regional
peace and security,” PM
Shehbaz said in a post
on the social media plat-
form X.

Hostilities in the
Middle East flared on
Thursday as Yemen’s
Houthis said that they
attacked two Saudi Ara-
bian oil tankers in a mili-
tary operation. A Saudi
news agency confirmed
one of the two vessels
was ablaze after an as-
sault while sailing in the
Red Sea.

In his post on X, PM
Shehbaz said that he re-
affirmed Pakistan’s soli-
darity with Saudi Arabia
during the call with the
crown prince.

The premier said he
conveyed that he, Chief
of Defence Forces and
Chief of the Army Staff
Field Marshal Asim
Munir and the nation
“stand firmly and reso-
lutely with the Saudi
leadership and the broth-
erly people of the king-
dom at this critical time”.

PM Shehbaz said
that the two agreed to
“continue working very
closely to maintain re-
gional peace, security,
stability, and the uninter-

Suspects arrested in JPMC doctor murder case killed in
exchange of fire with accomplices, police claim

ate emphasis on the
lower -t han-des i red
progress in a few areas”.

At the same time,
the FO spokesman af-
firmed that GSP+ re-
mained “central  to
Pakistan’s economic re-
lationship with the EU,
supporting exports, em-
ployment, women’s eco-
nomic participation,

rupted flow of lawful
maritime commerce
through the Red Sea as
well as the Strait of
Hormuz and the wider
region”.

Meanwhile,  the
Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) described the
conversation between
the two as “most cor-
dial”. It added that the
Saudi crown prince ap-
preciated “Pakistan’s
steadfast support and
the close fraternal ties
between the two coun-
tries”.

The conversation
comes a day after Paki-
stan condemned contin-
ued threats by the
Houthis against Saudi
Arabia and commercial
shipping in the Red Sea,
warning that it had the
right to take all neces-
sary measures in self-
defence if its “maritime
interests” were targeted
in “any hostile act”.

The warning had
come after the Houthis
announced a maritime
embargo against Saudi
Arabia and threatened to
close the Bab al-
Mandeb strait, one of
the world’s busiest mari-
time chokepoints, in re-
taliation for what they
described as the
longstanding Saudi
blockade of Yemen and
a recent attack on Sanaa
airport.

The Bab al-Mandeb
strait, which connects
the Red Sea with the
Gulf of Aden, is a critical
artery for Pakistan’s
trade and energy sup-
plies. A significant share
of the country’s oil im-
ports transits the Red
Sea route, although no
Pakistani vessels have
so far been reported
stopped or targeted.

Pakistan’s state-
ment on Wednesday was
by far the strongest is-

sued by any non-Arab
country on the Houthi
threats.

Unlike most coun-
tries, which have con-
fined themselves to ex-
pressing concern over
freedom of navigation,
Islamabad explicit ly
warned that any hostile
act against Pakistani
vessels could invite a
response in self-de-
fence. The unusually
forceful response also
marks Pakistan’s stron-
gest public warning to
the Houthis since the
group began attacking
commercial shipping in
the Red Sea in late 2023.

It also comes less
than a year after Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia
signed the Strategic
Mutual Defence Agree-
ment in September 2025,
under which aggression
against one country is
regarded as aggression
against the other.

NEWS DESK: The Direc-
torate of College Educa-
tion, Karachi region on
Thursday issued a circu-
lar telling employees to
comply with the dress
code, saying that casual
or inappropriate attire
was “inconsistent with
professional stan-
dards”.

According to a cir-
cular issued by the Di-
rectorate of College
Education on Thursday,
available with Dawn, it
was observed “with se-
rious concern” that
some employees, par-
ticularly male staff, were
reporting for duty in ca-
sual or “inappropriate
attire”.

This included T-
shirts, jeans, “tight-fit-
ting clothing”, slippers

and “fancy sunglasses”.
The notification

said, “Such attire is in-
consistent with the pro-
fessional standards ex-
pected in government
educational institutions
and shall not be permit-
ted during official work-
ing hours”.

Under the pre-
scribed dress code, male
teaching staff, particu-
larly those serving in
government girls’ col-
leges, were told to wear
“decent and formal at-
tire”, preferably a full-
sleeved shirt with formal
trousers or traditional
shalwar kameez. Teach-
ers were also advised to
wear an academic gown
with proper formal shoes
while delivering lec-
tures.

Female teaching
staff were told to wear
“decent, modest and
professional attire” ap-
propriate to an educa-
tional institution.

The notification
said that “their dress
should reflect the dig-
nity of the teaching pro-
fession and help main-
tain a respectful aca-
demic environment”.
They were also advised
to wear an academic
gown with formal shoes
while delivering lec-
tures.

For non-teaching
staff, especially those
serving in government
girls’ colleges, the circu-
lar said employees could
wear “neat, decent and
official attire appropriate
to their duties”.

Pakistan hits back at India's
attempt to 'distort facts', says holding

IWT in abeyance 'simply illegal'
NEWS DESK: Pakistan
on Thursday rejected
India’s attempt to “dis-
tort facts” about the
Indus Water Treaty
(IWT) at a United Na-
tions Security Council
(UNSC) open debate,
saying that New Delhi’s
actions in the aftermath
of the attack in occupied
Kashmir’s Pulwama were
“simply illegal”.

At a UNSC debate
on natural resource gov-
ernance, Pakistan’s Per-
manent Representation
to the UN Asim Iftikhar
Ahmad had highlighted
India’s unilateral deci-
sion to hold the treaty in
abeyance, saying that
“no state should be per-
mitted to abuse shared
water resources as an
instrument of coercion
or political pressure,
much less when it

breaches solemn treaty
obligations”.

S u b s e q u e n t l y,
India’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the UN
Ambassador Harish
Parvathaneni had ac-
cused Pakistan of “state-
sponsored cross-border
terrorism”, saying that it
had “eroded the basis
for bilateral cooperation
on the treaty”, accord-
ing to Indian news
agency ANI. He had also
asserted New Delhi’s
claim on occupied Kash-
mir.  In response,
Pakistan’s First Secre-
tary Ansar Shah re-
sponded, saying India’s
“misleading statement”
was a “futile attempt to
distort facts and misrep-
resent the situation”.

“The treaty con-
tains no provision what-
soever permitting its so-

called abeyance. India’s
unilateral action is sim-
ply illegal,” he said.

Shah said that the
Permanent Court of Ar-
bitration (PCA) in Au-
gust 2025 had reaffirmed
that the treaty “remains
valid, binding and fully
in force, together with
its dispute settlement
mechanisms”. “India’s
weaponisation of a
shared natural resource
for political coercion,
with the stated aim of
starving the population
of Pakistan, is a serious
breach of legal instru-
ments and international
norms,” Shah high-
lighted, adding the situ-
ation poses a “direct
threat to regional and
international peace and
security and is com-
pletely germane to
today’s debate”.

NEWS DESK: The three
suspects arrested in
connection with a young
doctor’s killing during a
robbery near Karachi’s
Teen Talwar were killed
in an exchange of fire on
Thursday, the Special
Investigation Unit (SIU)

the law enforcers.
The police further

claimed that the three
suspects and a police of-
ficial were injured in the
exchange of fire and
were shifted to Jinnah
Postgraduate Medical
Centre (JPMC). How-

sought a 14-day physi-
cal remand.

Dr Akash Kumar, a
doctor at the JPMC, was
killed on July 13 after
robbers intercepted his
vehicle near Teen Talwar
and escaped with
around Rs2 million that

he was carrying after
withdrawing cash from a
private bank.

The killing sparked
widespread outrage
within the medical com-
munity, with doctors
staging protests at the
Jinnah Postgraduate

Medical Centre, where
Dr Akash served as a
house officer. The Paki-
stan Medical Associa-
tion also condemned the
killing, describing it as
evidence of the deterio-
rating law and order situ-
ation in Karachi.

mission and other EU in-
stitutions and remain
committed to the effec-
tive implementation of
international conven-
tions underpinning the
GSP framework,”
Andrabi affirmed.

He highlighted that
beyond GSP+,
Pakistan’s EU coopera-
tion extended to devel-

rejected an Amnesty In-
ternational report re-
leased on July 21 that
claimed that Pakistan
targeted a rehab facility
in Kabul on March 16,
which purportedly re-
sulted in a large number
of civilian casualties.

Responding to a
question, Andrabi said,
“We completely reject

claimed.
The SIU statement

claimed it conducted a
raid in Ahmed Brohi
Goth, near the metropo-
lis’ Northern Bypass Toll
Plaza, to arrest the three
suspects’ accomplices.

The suspects were
taken to the location,
within the jurisdiction of
Gulshan-i-Memar police
station, to identify their
accomplices. However,
the accomplices alleg-
edly opened fire on the
police party upon seeing

ever, the three suspects
succumbed to their inju-
ries en route to the hos-
pital, according to the
police.

The police claimed
they were searching for
the absconding sus-
pects, adding that fur-
ther legal proceedings
were underway.

A judicial magistrate
granted police a seven-
day physical remand of
the three suspects on
July 16, which ended to-
day. Police had originally


