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Death toll from suicide bombing near
police station in Swat rises to 19

Balochistan Situation Lies Between Extremes, Media
Ignores Progress: CM Sarfraz Bugti

Chief Minister of Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti has stated that the ground reality in Balochistan.

ANP’s Asghar Achakzai Questions Balochistan
Security Strategy, Warns Highways Unsafe

Qaseem Shah,
News Desk:

Chief Minister of Balochistan
Mir Sarfraz Bugti has stated
that the ground reality in
Balochistan is neither as ideal
as official claims suggest nor
as grim as portrayed by cer-
tain external quarters.
    He emphasized that the
truth lies between these two
extremes, warning that one-
sided narratives hurt both the
province and the state.

Speaking during an inter-
view on a private television
channel, the Chief Minister
criticized national media out-
lets for their selective cover-
age of the province.

”The national media only
remembers Balochistan when
an unfortunate incident takes
place,”

CM Bugti remarked.
“Positive developments, major
infrastructure projects, and
administrative reforms are
consistently ignored.”

Progress on Merit and
Public Services

Highlighting recent admin-
istrative achievements, Bugti
noted that:

Educational Reforms:
Over 17,000 teachers have
been recruited purely on merit
and transparency, bringing all
functional state-run schools
back to life.

Healthcare & Youth: Pub-
lic hospital services have sig-
nificantly improved,

alongside multiple ongoing
youth welfare initiatives across
the province.

New Administrative Divi-
sions for Better Governance

To address the challenges
posed by Balochistan’s vast
territory, the provincial govern-
ment is establishing new ad-
ministrative divisions and dis-

tricts.
Bugti explained that the

massive size of past districts
made effective monitoring
nearly impossible.

Smaller administrative
units will help bring state insti-
tutions, governance, and pub-
lic services directly to the door-
steps of citizens in remote ar-
eas.

Security, Foreign Interfer-
ence, and RAW Network

Addressing regional secu-
rity concerns, CM Bugti stated

that the global community
stands with the Pakistani state,
not terrorist outfits.

He reiterated that anti-
Pakistan elements continue to
receive facilitation from Af-
ghan soil, contrary to interna-
tional commitments.

He directly linked the
funding, training, and backend
support of active terrorist fac-
tions in the province to India’s
intelligence agency, RAW.

”Balochistan’s long bor-
ders, rugged mountainous ter-

rain, and scattered population
make counter-terrorism opera-
tions complex,” Bugti said.

“However, our security
forces operate strictly within
the law.

The state prioritizes pro-
tecting civilian lives, whereas
terrorists use innocent people
as human shields.”

Call for Political Unity and
Youth Awareness

The Chief Minister
strongly condemned attempts
by certain political groups to

attribute terrorist activities to
the state.

He assured that the youth
of Balochistan—both Baloch
and Pashtun—are deeply pa-
triotic and urged them to re-
main vigilant against hostile
propaganda.

On the subject of peace
talks, Bugti remarked that
there is no historical precedent
anywhere in the world for suc-
cessful negotiations with
armed terrorist groups.

However, he reaffirmed

the government’s commitment
to holding open dialogues with
political parties,

elected representatives,
and young people to resolve
administrative and social issues
through consensus.

He concluded by reassur-
ing the public that while terror-
ists seek to instill fear,

the state remains fully de-
termined to safeguard peace,
enforce transparent gover-
nance, and drive economic
growth across Balochistan.

Quetta Train Service
Suspended: Jaffar Express

Operations Between
Quetta and Peshawar

Temporarily Cancelled

News Desk:

QUETTA: Pakistan Railways
has temporarily suspended
train operations between
Quetta and Peshawar due to
unavoidable circumstances,
affecting passengers traveling
on the Jaffar Express. Railway
officials confirmed that the
suspension has come into im-
mediate effect.

According to railway
sources, the Jaffar Express
departing from Quetta to
Peshawar has been cancelled
for one day and will not leave
Quetta on Tuesday as sched-
uled.

Meanwhile, the
Peshawar-bound Jaffar Ex-
press traveling toward Quetta
will be stopped at Kuchak Aab,
where further movement will
remain suspended until further
instructions from railway au-
thorities.

Officials stated that the
temporary suspension of the
Quetta-Peshawar train service
was necessitated by unavoid-
able operational reasons.

The disruption has caused
inconvenience for passengers,
while

Pakistan Railways is ex-
pected to issue further updates
regarding the restoration of the
service.

ALI HAMZA:

QUETTA — Awami National
Party (ANP) Balochistan
President and former pro-
vincial lawmaker Asghar
Khan Achakzai has
launched a sharp critique
against the federal gov-
ernment, declaring that key
highways and residential
areas across the province
are no longer safe for or-
dinary citizens.

Speaking at a packed press
conference at the Quetta
Press Club, Achakzai
voiced serious concern
over the worsening law
and order situation in
Balochistan and chal-
lenged the official narra-
tive surrounding regional
stability.

”Our highways, our homes, our
province, are no longer
safe,” Achakzai said. “To-
day, when people leave
their homes, they live in
constant fear of whether
they will return alive.”

Worsening Violence on
Quetta-Karachi Highway

Highlighting persistent attacks
on strategic trade routes,
the ANP provincial leader
drew attention to recurring
violence along the Quetta-
Karachi Highway.

He noted that commuters and
transporters face daily
threats of armed am-
bushes, extortion, and tar-

geted arson involving com-
mercial oil tankers.

Achakzai criticized decision-
makers in Islamabad for
remaining distant from the
ground realities of the
province.

He urged the state to confront
the root infrastructure of
armed groups rather than
conducting reactive
operations.”If militancy is
the issue, we ask those in
power: where are their

command centers?”
Achakzai questioned.

“Why do security forces not
take action at the source
instead of creating a spec-
tacle after violence enters
the province?”

Awami National Party (ANP) Balochistan President and former provincial
lawmaker Asghar Khan Achakzai a Press Conference.

File Photo: Pakistan Railways has temporarily suspended train
operations between Quetta and Peshawar
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Soil Erosion in Bolan, Balochistan: When the Land We
Depend On Begins to Disappear

By Ayesha Tanveer:
In the valleys of Bolan,
the land tells a story that
is easy to miss if we only
look at the surface. The
mountains stand tall, the
valleys stretch across
the landscape, and farm-
ers continue to work the
soil as their families have
done for generations.
But beneath this familiar
picture, something is
changing. Little by little,
the soil that supports
agriculture and rural life
is being washed away
by sudden floods, car-
ried off by strong winds
and weakened by years
of pressure on the land.

Soil erosion may
not happen overnight,
and it rarely makes head-
lines. Yet for the people
who depend on the land,
its effects are real. A
field that once produced
a reasonable harvest
may gradually become
less productive. A farmer
who once relied on rain
and traditional methods
may find that the same
approach no longer
works. For communities
in Bolan, soil erosion is
becoming more than an
environmental con-
cern—it is increasingly
a threat to agriculture,
livelihoods and the fu-
ture of rural life.

A Fragile Land Un-
der Pressure

Balochistan is
Pakistan’s largest prov-
ince by area, covering
nearly 44 percent of the
country’s land. Yet only
a small portion of this
vast region is suitable
for cultivation. In places
like Bolan, farming has
always depended on a
delicate relationship be-
tween soil, rainfall, wa-
ter availability and tradi-
tional knowledge.

That relationship is
now under growing
pressure Bolan lies in an
arid to semi-arid region
where rainfall is limited
and unpredictable. Farm-
ers can experience long
dry periods followed by
sudden and intense rain-
fall. Instead of slowly
soaking into the ground,
heavy rain can rush
through valleys and
fields, creating flash
floods that carry away

the most valuable layer
of soil.

This is one of the
greatest problems with
soil erosion: the soil that
disappears first is often
the soil that agriculture
needs the most.

The topsoil con-
tains organic matter and
nutrients essential for
healthy crops. Once it is
washed away, rebuild-
ing it can take years,
sometimes decades.

When Rain Be-
comes a Threat Rain is
essential for life and ag-
riculture, but in Bolan,
the way rain arrives can
sometimes be as impor-
tant as how much rain
falls.

After months of
dryness, the soil may
become hard and vul-
nerable. When intense
rainfall suddenly arrives,
water can move rapidly
across the surface in-
stead of being absorbed
into the ground. In the
mountainous terrain of
Bolan,  steep slopes
make this runoff even
faster.The result can be
devastating. Water cuts
through fields, carries
soil downhill and depos-
its sediment in streams
and irrigation channels.
What begins as erosion
on a hillside can even-
tually contribute to
blocked waterways, in-
creased flood risks and
damage to agricultural
land.

This creates a diffi-
cult cycle: dry condi-
tions weaken the land,
intense rainfall removes
the soil, and the loss of
soil makes the land even
more vulnerable the next
time heavy rain arrives.

Human Activities
Are Making the Problem
Worse

Nature is not the
only factor behind the
changing landscape.
Human activities have
also played an important
role.

Vegetation is one of
the land’s natural de-
fenses against erosion.
Trees,  shrubs and
grasses help hold soil
together through their
roots and reduce the
speed at which rainwa-
ter flows across the
ground. When vegeta-

tion is removed, the soil
is left exposed.

In many areas, trees
and shrubs are cut for
fuelwood and construc-
tion. Over time, the loss
of vegetation leaves hill-
sides and open land
more vulnerable to wind
and water.

Livestock grazing is
another important part of
life in Bolan, but too
much grazing can place
enormous pressure on
fragile rangelands.
Goats, sheep and cattle
depend on these lands
for food, while local fami-
lies depend on livestock
for income and survival.
The problem arises
when grazing becomes
excessive and vegeta-
tion does not have
enough time to recover.

Without sufficient
grass and shrub cover,
the soil is exposed. Re-
peated movement of ani-
mals can also compact
the ground, making it
harder for rainwater to
enter the soil. More wa-
ter then flows across the
surface, taking soil with
it.Farming Practices and
the Loss of Fertility

Farmers in Bolan are
working under difficult
circumstances. Water is
scarce, rainfall is uncer-

tain and access to mod-
ern agricultural  re-
sources can be limited.
Many farming practices
have developed out of
necessity rather than
choice.

However, some tra-
ditional and intensive
practices can uninten-
tionally contribute to
soil degradation. Re-
peated deep ploughing
can disturb soil struc-
ture, while limited crop
rotation and a lack of or-
ganic matter can gradu-
ally weaken the soil.

In areas where farm-
ers struggle to find
enough fodder for live-
stock, crop residues may
be removed from fields
instead of being left to
protect the soil. As a re-
sult, fields can remain
exposed for long peri-
ods.

The consequences
become visible over
time. As fertile topsoil
disappears,  the soil
loses nutrients and or-
ganic matter. Crops may
grow less vigorously,
and harvests may de-
cline. For a small farmer,
this is not simply a num-
ber on a production
chart. A smaller harvest
can mean less food for
the family, less income

and greater difficulty
paying for seeds, fertil-
izer and other agricul-
tural expenses.

The Hidden Cost of
Declining Soil Fertility

Healthy soil does
more than provide nutri-
ents to crops. It also acts
like a natural reservoir,
holding water and mak-
ing it available to plants
during dry periods.

When erosion re-
moves organic matter
and damages soil struc-
ture, the land becomes
less capable of retaining
moisture. In a dry region
like Bolan, this can be
particularly damaging.

Farmers may then
turn increasingly to
chemical fertilizers to
compensate for declin-
ing fertility. Fertilizers
can help crops in the
short term, but they can-
not replace the lost
structure and organic
matter of healthy soil.
They can also increase
production costs for
farmers who are already
financially vulnerable.

This can create a dif-
ficult cycle:Soil erosion
reduces fertility ? crop
yields decline ? farmers
spend more on inputs ?
production costs in-
crease ? household in-

come falls ? poverty and
economic pressure grow.

Breaking this cycle
requires restoring the
health of the soil itself
rather than relying only
on short-term solutions.

The Problem Does
Not Stop at the Farm

The effects of ero-
sion do not remain within
the boundaries of agri-
cultural fields.

When soil  is
washed away, it often
ends up in rivers, streams
and irrigation channels.
Over time, this sediment
can reduce water storage
capacity and interfere
with irrigation systems.

Sedimentation can
also increase flood risks
during heavy rainfall. At
the same time, the loss
of vegetation can dam-
age natural habitats and
reduce biodiversity.

If degradation con-
tinues for years without
intervention, productive
land may gradually be-
come severely degraded
and increasingly diffi-
cult to cultivate. For
Balochistan, where cul-
tivable land is already
limited, losing even more
agricultural land could
have serious conse-
quences.

A Crisis That Af-

fects People, Not Just
Soil Perhaps the most
overlooked aspect of
soil erosion is its human
cost.

For many families in
rural Bolan, agriculture
and livestock are not
simply occupations.
They are a way of life.
When the land becomes
less productive, the ef-
fects reach directly into
people’s homes.

Lower crop yields
can reduce household
income and increase
food insecurity. Families
may become more de-
pendent on outside food
supplies or government
assistance. As farming
becomes less reliable,
young people may leave
villages and move to-
ward urban areas in
search of better oppor-
tunities.

Over time, environ-
mental degradation can
therefore contribute to
social change and migra-
tion.

This is why soil ero-
sion should not be
treated as an isolated en-
vironmental issue. It is
connected to poverty,
food security, employ-
ment, migration and the
long-term stability of ru-
ral communities.

There Is Still Time
to Act There are practi-
cal steps that can make
a difference. Farmers
can adopt conservation
agriculture techniques
such as reduced tillage,
crop rotation and retain-
ing crop residues. Add-
ing organic matter to the
soil  can improve its
structure and help it re-
tain moisture.

Restoring vegeta-
tion is equally important.
Planting native trees,
shrubs and grasses can
help stabilize slopes and
protect the land from
erosion.

Grazing also needs
to be managed carefully.
Controlled grazing sys-
tems can give damaged
rangelands time to re-
cover while still allowing
communities to maintain
their livestock.

Water management
offers another important
opportunity. Small check
dams, rainwater harvest-
ing systems and im-

proved irrigation meth-
ods can slow down run-
off, capture water and
reduce soil loss. These
measures can be particu-
larly valuable in areas
where every drop of wa-
ter matters.

But no solution will
work without the in-
volvement of the people
who live on the land.

Farmers, livestock
owners and local com-
munities must be part of
the decision-making
process. They under-
stand their environment,
its challenges and its
changing conditions.
Government insti tu-
tions, agricultural ex-
perts and development
organizations can sup-
port them with technical
knowledge, training and
resources, but long-term
success will depend on
local participation.

Conclusion
Soil  erosion in

Bolan is a quiet crisis,
but its consequences
are anything but small.
Every layer of fertile soil
that disappears repre-
sents a loss of agricul-
tural potential. Every
degraded field puts ad-
ditional pressure on a
farmer. Every damaged
hillside increases the
vulnerability of commu-
nities to floods and land
degradation.

The challenge is
becoming more urgent
as climate change, water
scarcity and extreme
weather place additional
pressure on already frag-
ile landscapes.

Protecting Bolan’s
soil therefore means pro-
tecting much more than
farmland. It means pro-
tecting the food security
and livelihoods of fami-
lies who depend on ag-
riculture. It means pre-
serving the natural envi-
ronment and reducing
the risk of future land
degradation.

The soil beneath
our feet may seem ordi-
nary, but for the people
of Bolan, it is the foun-
dation of their lives.

Saving that soil is
not just an environmen-
tal responsibility. It is an
investment in the future
of Bolan and the people
who call it home.

BUITEMS Organizes Open Day to Inspire Students
Across Balochistan

Syed Dara Shikoh
Amir:
Quetta, September
2025 – The
Balochistan Univer-
sity of Information
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS)
opened its doors to
thousands of  college
students
     from across the
province by hosting a
vibrant “Open Day”,
showcasing its mod-
ern academic facili-
ties, innovative pro-
grams, and lively cam-
pus culture.

Delivering a spe-
cial message,
BUITEMS Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Khalid Hafeez reaf-
firmed

the university’s
mission of inclusive
education and knowl-
edge sharing. He
stated:

“BUITEMS is the
university of every stu-
dent in Balochistan.
Our classrooms, re-
search opportunities,
and

resources are
open for all so that no

young learner in the
province remains de-
prived of quality edu-
cation.”

The event at-

tracted an enthusiastic
response, with more
than 2,000 students
from 18+  colleges at-
tending.

Visiting students
and their teachers ex-
plored BUITEMS’
faculties, interacted
directly with profes-

sors, and participated
in detailed career-
guidance and counsel-
ing

sessions designed

to help them choose
the right academic
path.

Special aware-
ness stalls, departmen-

tal exhibitions, and pro-
gram presentations
provided students with
insights into
BUITEMS’ wide-

ranging degree pro-
grams, research pros-
pects,

and campus life.
Many participants
praised the initiative,
calling it a valuable
opportunity to connect
with higher education
and future career op-
tions.

Prof. Dr. Khalid
Hafeez applauded the
organizing team for
successfully conduct-
ing the Open Day,
adding that such out-
reach efforts
strengthen

the bridge be-
tween the university
and youth across
Balochistan.

By holding this
large-scale Open Day,
BUITEMS has fur-
ther solidified its repu-
tation as a center of
excellence in higher
education,

innovation, and
student empowerment
in Balochistan, en-
couraging young
learners

to strive for aca-
demic success and
contribute to the
province’s develop-
ment.
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University of Balochistan Improves Ranking from 42% to
82%, Governor Praises Leadership at Senate Meeting

Jam Kamal Raises Red Flag Over
‘Unfair’ Distribution of

Development Funds in Balochistan

Balochistan C&W Secretary Reviews High Court Expansion
Project, Directs 24/7 Construction to Ensure Timely Completion

CM Balochistan Directs 14 August
Preparations with Province-Wide Events

BUITEMS Vice Chancellor Receives Prestigious UK Fellowship,
Bringing International Honour to Pakistan

Web Desk:
The Balochistan gov-
ernment will organize
grand Pakistan Inde-
pendence Day cel-
ebrations across all di-
visional and district
headquarters on Au-
gust 14,
     following direc-
tives issued by Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti during a high-
level meeting to re-
view preparations for
the national event.

The meeting, at-
tended by Lieutenant
General Rahet
Naseem Ahmad
Khan,

C o m m a n d e r
Southern Command,
approved a compre-
hensive plan to cel-
ebrate Independence
Day with national flag-
hoisting ceremonies,
patriotic songs, cul-
tural performances,
e d u c a t i o n a l
programmes, and
community events de-
signed to promote pa-
triotism, national unity,
and public participation
across the province.

Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti in-

structed all commis-
sioners, deputy com-
missioners, and rel-
evant government de-
partments to complete
preparations on time
and ensure

that Indepen-
dence Day celebra-
tions are held in a
well-organized, digni-
fied, and memorable
manner in every dis-
trict.

He also directed
officials to encourage

maximum public par-
ticipation, particularly
among the youth.

“Independence
Day is not merely a
national celebration but
a day to honour the
sacrifices of our mar-
tyrs,

strengthen na-
tional unity, and reaf-
firm our commitment
to Pakistan’s peace,
stability, and develop-
ment,” the chief min-
ister said.

He further di-
rected the authorities
to implement compre-
hensive security and
administrative ar-
rangements to ensure
that August 14 cel-
ebrations in
Balochistan are con-
ducted in a peaceful
and secure environ-
ment,

allowing citizens
to participate freely in
the festivities.

The meeting also

Balochistan Government
Strengthens Media Strategy
to Highlight Public Welfare
and Development Initiatives

NEWS DESK:
Federal Minister for
Commerce and senior
PML-N leader Jam
Kamal Khan has voiced
grave concern over what
he called an inequitable
distribution of develop-
ment funds across
Balochistan, warning
that political favoritism

favored districts while
completely ignoring sev-
eral key regions.

He also pointed out
that development
schemes in multiple ar-
eas were approved at the
behest of non-elected
figures,  bypassing
elected local representa-
tives.

QUETTA: Governor of
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has hailed
the University of
Balochistan's remark-
able improvement in in-
stitutional ranking and
scoring from 42% to
82%, describing it as a
significant achievement
that reflects effective
leadership, sound ad-
ministrative strategy,
and continuous im-
provements in academic
quality.

The Governor made
these remarks while
chairing the 13th Senate
meeting of the Univer-
sity of Balochistan, at-
tended by Chief Justice
of the Balochistan High
Court Justice Kamran
Khan Mulakhail, Provin-
cial Minister for Educa-
tion Raheela Hameed
Khan Durrani, Vice Chan-
cellor Dr. Zahoor Ahmed
Bazai, Secretary Higher
Education Saleh Baloch,
representatives of the
Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC), senior
government officials,
and members of the uni-
versity senate.

The meeting, which
lasted nearly five hours,
was attended in full by

the Governor, the Chief
Justice, and the Provin-
cial Education Minister,
underscoring their com-
mitment to strengthen-
ing higher education
and improving opportu-
nities for the province's
youth.

Governor Calls for
Higher Academic Stan-
dards and Financial Dis-
cipline Governor
Mandokhail congratu-
lated Vice Chancellor Dr.
Zahoor Ahmed Bazai
and his team on the
university's progress,
urging them to continue
focusing on raising aca-
demic standards, reduc-
ing unnecessary expen-
ditures, and strengthen-
ing financial discipline.

He also encour-
aged the university to
establish stronger part-

nerships with industries,
pharmaceutical compa-
nies, agricultural re-
search institutions, and
other relevant sectors to
promote research, inno-
vation, employment op-
portunities, and alterna-
tive revenue streams, ul-
timately enhancing the
institution's financial
sustainability.

University Recog-
nized for Going Fully
Paperless The Governor
noted that the University
of Balochistan has be-
come the first public-sec-
tor university in the
province to fully digitize
its administrative and of-
fice operations under a
comprehensive digital
transformation initiative,
making its system com-
pletely paperless.

He described the

initiative as an environ-
mentally friendly
achievement and an-
nounced plans to repli-
cate the model across
other public-sector uni-
versities in Balochistan.

He also said the
Governor's Secretariat
would adopt a paperless
system in the future.

In recognition of his
contribution to the digi-
tal  transformation
project,  Director IT
Muhammad Salal Khan
will be awarded a special
letter of appreciation.

Chief Justice High-
lights Need for Private
Education Opportuni-
ties During the meeting,
Chief Justice Kamran
Khan Mulakhail ac-
knowledged that the in-
troduction of the BS de-
gree program repre-

sented a major advance-
ment in the province's
higher education sys-
tem.

However, he ex-
pressed concern that the
discontinuation of FA
and BA degree pro-
grams had limited educa-
tional opportunities for
thousands of students
who rely on private edu-
cation due to financial,
social, or personal cir-
cumstances.

He emphasized the
need to preserve path-
ways for private candi-
dates so that men and
women across the prov-
ince can continue pursu-
ing higher education ac-
cording to their indi-
vidual circumstances
and financial capacity.

Key Recommenda-
tions Approved The
Senate meeting con-
cluded with several im-
portant decisions based
on recommendations
submitted by partici-
pants, aimed at further
improving academic
standards, governance,
financial management,
digital transformation,
and access to higher
education at the Univer-
sity of Balochistan.

could worsen the
province’s fragile politi-
cal landscape.

In a strongly
worded statement on
Monday, the former
Chief Minister de-
manded an immediate re-
turn to fairness and
transparency in allocat-
ing resources through
the provincial Public
Sector Development
Program (PSDP).

Jam Kamal criti-
cized decision-makers
for pouring billions of
rupees into a handful of

EDUCATION DESK:
QUETTA: The Vice
Chancellor of the
Balochistan University
of Information Technol-
ogy, Engineering and
Management Sciences
(BUITEMS), Prof. Dr.
Khalid Hafeez, has been
awarded the Principal
Fellowship by the Na-
tional Council for Entre-
preneurship Education
(NCEE), United King-
dom, in recognition of
his outstanding contri-
butions to entrepreneur-
ship education.

The prestigious fel-
lowship acknowledges
Prof. Dr. Hafeez’s efforts
in promoting entrepre-
neurial education and in-
novation across Paki-
stan, the United King-
dom, and the Middle

East, reflecting his long-
standing commitment to
strengthening academic
leadership and enter-
prise development.

According to de-
tails shared by the uni-
versity, this distinction

places Prof. Dr. Hafeez
among a select group of
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y
recognised academic
leaders. Notably, he is
the first and only aca-
demic from Pakistan to
receive the honour. He is

also the only recipient
from the wider South
Asian region, including
India, Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, and China.

The recognition is
being viewed as a signifi-
cant milestone not only

for BUITEMS but also
for Pakistan’s higher
education sector, high-
lighting the growing in-
ternational impact of the
country’s academic in-
stitutions.

University officials
described the fellowship
as a testament to Prof.
Dr. Hafeez’s leadership,
vision, and dedication to
fostering entrepreneur-
ship, innovation, and ex-
cellence in higher educa-
tion.

The achievement
has been widely wel-
comed by the academic
community, with many
describing it as a proud
moment for BUITEMS
and a positive reflection
of Pakistan’s expanding
role in global education
and research.

QUETTA: Balochistan
Secretary for Communi-
cations and Works
(C&W) Babar Khan vis-
ited the Balochistan
High Court expansion
project to review the
progress of ongoing
construction and di-
rected officials to accel-
erate work to ensure the
project is completed
within the stipulated
timeline. During the
visit, the Secretary was
accompanied by Chief
Engineer Quetta Zone
Abdul Rahim Bangalzai,

Chief Architect Dr.
Sohrab Marri, Executive
Engineer Buildings
Kuchlak Division Umar
Munir, and other senior
officials from the rel-
evant departments.

Officials briefed the
Secretary on the overall
progress of the project,
construction phases,

technical aspects,
architectural de-

sign, implementation
challenges, and the pro-
posed completion
schedule.  They also
provided updates on
construction quality, on-
going works, and up-
coming development
stages. Inspecting vari-

ous sections of the
project, Secretary Babar
Khan reviewed the pace
of work, construction
standards, and the utili-
zation of available re-
sources.  He instructed
the concerned officers
that no negligence or un-
necessary delay would
be tolerated and directed

them to complete all
work according to the
approved schedule.

He said the expan-
sion of the Balochistan
High Court building is a
project of significant
public importance, add-
ing that its completion
will provide modern and
improved facilities for
litigants, lawyers, and
judicial staff. The Secre-
tary emphasized that the
timely completion of the
project is among the pro-
vincial government's top
priorities.

”Resource distribu-
tion must not be based
on political likes and dis-
likes,” Jam Kamal stated.
“It  should depend
strictly on genuine need,
population, economic
contribution, and the
level of underdevelop-
ment.

Only through struc-
tured, integrated plan-
ning can every district
get an equal shot at
growth.”

The PML-N leader
cautioned provincial au-
thorities against fueling

further instability, warn-
ing that such administra-
tive unfairness acts as
“fuel to the fire” given
Balochistan’s delicate
security and political en-
vironment.

The sharp criticism
highlights growing fric-
tion within the provincial
governance structure.

The Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
is a major coalition part-
ner alongside the Paki-
stan Peoples Party
(PPP), which currently
leads the provincial
government in Quetta.

Closing his state-
ment, Jam Kamal urged
the Chief Minister of
Balochistan to act as a
leader for the entire prov-
ince and all coalition
partners, ensuring every
district receives bal-
anced development and
equal treatment

QUETTA: In line with
the special directives of
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
held a high-level meeting
to strengthen coordina-
tion between the Infor-
mation Department and
key provincial minis-
tries, aiming to enhance
public communication
on government initia-
tives and development
projects.

The meeting was
attended by Provincial
Minister for Planning
and Development
Zahoor Ahmed Buledi,
Provincial Finance Min-

ister Shoaib
Nosherwani, Secretary
Information Balochistan
Imran Khan, and Direc-
tor Information Saeed
Ahmed Shahwani.

Participants dis-
cussed strategies to ef-
fectively communicate
the provincial
government 's public
welfare initiatives, devel-
opment projects, eco-
nomic measures, and
governance reforms to
the public.

The meeting also
focused on strengthen-
ing public outreach
through print, elec-
tronic, and digital media
while highlighting the
government 's perfor-
mance. A key agenda

item was the proposed
deployment of dedi-
cated media teams to
work closely with provin-
cial ministries.

The initiative aims
to ensure timely, profes-
sional, and comprehen-
sive coverage of minis-
terial activities, includ-
ing development
projects, policy deci-
sions, public welfare
programs, and overall
departmental perfor-
mance.

Speaking during the
meeting, Secretary Infor-
mation Imran Khan em-
phasized that a modern
and effective media

strategy is essential for
keeping the public in-
formed about govern-
ment init iatives and
achievements.

He said the Informa-
tion Department is utiliz-
ing all available re-
sources to promote the
provincial government's
development agenda,
public welfare programs,
and good governance
initiatives through coor-
dinated media outreach.

According to the
Secretary,  assigning
dedicated media teams
to provincial ministries
will improve the timely
dissemination of accu-
rate and verified informa-
tion through press re-
leases, photography,

video coverage, digital
media platforms, and
other communication
channels.

The meeting also
stressed the importance
of close coordination
between ministry offi-
cials and Information
Department media teams
to ensure prompt report-
ing of official meetings,
field visits, development
projects, and public wel-
fare activities, enabling
comprehensive media
coverage.

Provincial Minis-
ters Zahoor Ahmed
Buledi and Shoaib
Nosherwani appreciated

the Information
Department's efforts to
effectively communicate
government perfor-
mance and assured their
full cooperation in fur-
ther strengthening pub-
lic outreach.

The meeting con-
cluded with a consen-
sus that the provincial
government's develop-
ment, financial, and pub-
lic welfare initiatives
would be promoted more
effectively through an
integrated media strat-
egy utilizing print, elec-
tronic, and digital media,
ensuring greater public
awareness of the
government 's perfor-
mance and service deliv-
ery.

Lasbela Commissioner Reviews Hub
District Performance, Calls for

Improved Public Service Delivery
HUB, August 3: Commis-
sioner Lasbela Division
Saira Atta chaired an in-
troductory and perfor-
mance review meeting
during her visit to Hub
district, where she as-
sessed the performance
of government depart-
ments, reviewed ongo-
ing development initia-
tives, and discussed key
administrative chal-
lenges.

The meeting was
held at the LIEDA Con-
ference Hall and was at-
tended by Deputy Com-
missioner Hub Captain
(Retd.) Juma Dad Khan
Mandokhail,

SP Hub Mirza Bilal
Hussain, additional

deputy commissioners,
assistant commission-
ers, and heads of all dis-
trict government depart-
ments.

At the outset ,
Deputy Commissioner
Juma Dad Khan
Mandokhail briefed the
Commissioner on the
district's administrative
structure, ongoing de-
velopment projects, and

the status of key sectors,
including education,
healthcare, municipal
services, revenue admin-
istration, industry, water
supply, and infrastruc-
ture.

He also highlighted
government initiatives
and public welfare pro-
grams currently being
implemented across the
district.

emphasized close co-
ordination among all
government depart-
ments and law en-
forcement agencies to
ensure

that Pakistan In-
dependence Day cel-
ebrations in
Balochistan are con-
ducted with profes-
sionalism, discipline,
and in accordance
with the dignity and
prestige of the national
occasion.



04 NATIONAL Tuesday,August.04.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Death toll from suicide bombing near police
station in Swat rises to 19

Security forces kill several terrorists in North
Waziristan operations

PM Shehbaz congratulates PML-N as party
secures simple majority in AJK Assembly

NEWS DESK: Security
forces conducted effec-
tive intelligence-based
operations (IBOs) in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
(K-P) over the past two
months under the Azm-
e-Istehkam vision, secu-
rity sources said on
Monday.

According to the
sources, security forces
destroyed multiple ter-
rorist hideouts during
the operations in North
Waziristan. "Several ter-
rorists were killed during
an operation in the
Khatti Killi area of North
Waziristan," the sources
said.

A large quantity of
weapons, ammunition
and other equipment
was also recovered from
the terrorists killed in the
operation, they added.
"Several terrorists be-
longing to Fitna al-
Khawarij were also in-
jured during the opera-
tions," the sources said.

Fitna al-Khawarij is
the term the state uses
for terrorists belonging
to the banned Tehreek-

e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP).

The sources said
the operations were car-
ried out to protect the
lives and property of the
public while ensuring
that the local population
was not harmed.

peace is established and
terrorism is completely
eliminated," the sources
said.

Last week, Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations
(ISPR) Director General
Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry said security

with the majority taking
place in Balochistan.
"Nearly 194 intelligence-
based operations are
being conducted every
day," he said.

The DG ISPR said
3,145 terrorist incidents
had been recorded dur-

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday congratu-
lated Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
President Nawaz Sharif
and the party's success-
ful candidates after it
emerged as the leading
party in the second
phase of the Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) Legislative As-
sembly elections.

"I extend my heart-
felt congratulations to
all the successful candi-
dates of the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz,"
the prime minister said
in a statement.

He said the party's
performance reflected
the leadership of Nawaz
Sharif and the efforts of
the entire PML-N team.
"Under the leadership of
the PML-N Quaid, the
party conducted a highly
successful election cam-
paign in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir," he added.

Shehbaz said the
victory demonstrated
the confidence of the
people of AJK in the
party's policies.

"The development
and prosperity of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
along with the welfare
and well-being of its
people, remain among
the foremost priorities
of the PML-N," he said.

He added that the
participation of political
parties in the second
phase of the elections
would further
strengthen the demo-
cratic process.

Meanwhile, Adviser
to the Prime Minister on
Political and Public Af-
fairs Rana Sanaullah said

PML-N had secured a
simple majority in the 45-
member AJK Legislative
Assembly after winning
13 of the 20 seats con-
tested so far.

Addressing a news
conference alongside
Federal Minister for
Kashmir Affairs and
Gilgit-Baltistan Amir
Muqam in Islamabad,
Sanaullah said polling
had been completed on
20 seats, including 13 in

the first  phase and
seven of the nine seats
in Muzaffarabad in the
second phase.

"Alhamdul il lah,
PML-N candidates won
13 of these 20 seats. In
Muzaffarabad, PML-N
candidates were suc-
cessful on four of the
seven seats, while the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) won three," he
said.

Sanaullah said
PML-N had also won 10
of the 12 refugee seats.
"PPP neither cam-
paigned nor contested

the refugee seats. On
some of those seats, the
contest was between
PML-N and Muslim
Conference candidates,"
he said.

He said the results
had given PML-N 23
seats, enough to form a
simple majority govern-
ment in AJK. Polling on
10 remaining seats
would be held in the
third phase after one
constituency fell vacant

following the death of a
candidate.

Congratulating the
successful candidates,
Sanaullah said the in-
coming PML-N govern-
ment would fulfil the
promises made by
Nawaz Sharif to the
people of AJK and usher
in a new era of develop-
ment.

He also criticised
the PPP for alleging elec-
toral rigging after losing
seats in Mirpur. "Since
yesterday morning, they
have been building a
narrative that they were

defeated through rig-
ging. When asked for
evidence, they pointed
to a polling station
where their own candi-
date secured 96% of the
vote," he said.

Referring to LA-31,
Sanaullah alleged that
the PPP district presi-
dent had anticipated de-
feat and attempted to
disrupt polling.

"First,  they de-
manded the deployment

"Security forces
will continue operations
across K-P until lasting

Police across Balochistan on high
alert following Kharan attack

forces had conducted
40,348 IBOs across the
country so far this year,

ing the period, while se-
curity forces had killed
2,084 terrorists, averag-

of Sindh Police. When
that was not accepted,
they spent the entire day
trying to create unrest
to suppress voter turn-
out," he said.

He further alleged
that PPP workers, along
with members of an ac-
tion committee, created
disturbances in a city
constituency by setting
tyres on fire and open-
ing fire when police ar-
rived. "In the crossfire,
one person was killed,
creating fear and panic
that reduced voter turn-
out.

NEWS DESK: Po-
lice have been placed
on high alert across
Balochistan following
an attack on a police
station and Counter-
Terr-orism Depart-
ment (CTD) offices in
Kharan by armed men
who entered the city
late on Saturday night.

Sources said the
attackers stormed the
city police station, ran-
sacked official records
and set the building on
fire. They also
ente-red the CTD of-
fice, destr-oyed its
record and later set
the premises ablaze.

Officials said se-
curity forces rushed to

NEWS DESK: The
death toll from Sunday’s
suicide bombing near a
police station in Swat
rose to 19 on Monday,
with police saying that
four more victims had
succumbed to their inju-
ries.

The suicide bomb-
ing had taken place near
the Kabal Police Station
while a protest against
lawlessness was under
way at the adjoining
public square. Police
said that the suicide
bomber had detonated
his explosives after po-
lice personnel
atte-mpted to stop and
search him at the en-
trance to the police sta-
tion.

The bombing had
claimed the lives of 15
people, including police
officials, and left 18 in-
jured. “However, four
more victims succumbed
to their injuries during
treatment, raising the
death toll to 19,” Swat
police spokesperson
Nasir Iqbal Karimi said
in a statement.

The statement
added that a large-scale
rescue operation was
launched immediately
after the attack, in which
more than 50 Rescue
1122 personnel partici-
pated.

“Rescue teams pro-
vided first aid at the
scene before shifting the
injured to various hos-
pitals for further treat-
ment. Authorities are
continuing relief efforts
as investigations into
the suicide attack remain
under way,” it said.

In a separate state-
ment, Swat police said

the funeral prayers of
two policemen martyred
in the suicide attack
were held at Javed Iqbal
Shaheed Police Lines on
Monday.

A smartly turned-
out police contingent
presented a guard of
honour to Constable
Mukarram Khan and
Constable Hussain
Khan, and floral wreaths
were laid on their coffins.

The ceremony was
attended by Malakand
Regional Police Officer
Syed Fida Hassan Shah,
Swat District Police Of-
ficer Muhammad Umar
Khan, Superintendent of
Police (operations)
Ghulam Sadiq Khan, Su-
perintendent of Police
(headquarters) Ataullah,
and other senior police
officers.

Security personnel
and law enforcers have
been coming under at-
tack in KP, which contin-
ues to face terrorism.

According to the
Pakistan Institute for
Conflict and Security
Studies’ (PICSS)

monthly security as-
sessment released on
Saturday, Security per-
sonnel deaths in terror-
ism incidents in KP, ex-
cluding merged districts,
increased from 12 in
June to 38 in July and ter-
rorist deaths from 37 to
108, reflecting a rise by
192pc. But civil ian
deaths fell from 26 to
seven, a decline by
73pc. One peace com-
mittee member was also
killed.

Security personnel
deaths in merged dis-
tricts rose from six to 11
and terrorist deaths fell
from 72 to 55. Civilian
deaths, meanwhile, rose
by 86pc, increasing from
seven to 13.

K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail  Afridi
reached Swat on Mon-
day to meet with the
martyrs’ families. He was
accompanied by Special
Assistant for Home Af-
fairs Tariq Saeed, Chief
Secretary Shahab Ali
Shah and the KP inspec-
tor general (IG) of police,

according to a state-
ment issued by the CM
office.

In Swat, he visited
Sheikh Zayed Al
Nahyan Hospital  in
Saidu Sharif and in-
quired about the health
of those injured in the
suicide attack.

The chief minister
directed the hospital ad-
ministration to ensure
the provision of best
possible medical treat-
ment to all the injured,
the statement said.

It added that the
CM also chaired a high-
level meeting at the Jirga
Hall in Saidu Sharif. At
the meeting, which was
also attended by senior
officials, the CM was
briefed on the overall law
and order situation in
Swat and Malakand Di-
vision.

Reaffirming the
government’s commit-
ment to restoring peace,
the chief minister said
there would be no com-
promise on law and or-
der in Swat and the
Malakand Division.

PPP alleges collusion in AJK polls, vows to challenge
results through legal forums

NEWS DESK:Sindh Se-
nior Minister Sharjeel
Inam Memon on Mon-
day accused the federal
government, the Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) Election Commis-
sion and the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) of colluding to
influence the AJK Leg-
islative Assembly elec-
tions, alleging wide-
spread irregularities and
voter manipulation.

The statement came
a day after the second
phase of AJK elections
were held in
Muzaffarabad Division
and refugee seats. Ac-
cording to unofficial and
unconfirmed results, the
PML-N was leading in
five consti tuencies,
while the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) had
won two seats. In the
first phase, the AJK Elec-
tion Commission for-
mally notified the results
of all 13 constituencies
of Mirpur Division, con-
firming a decisive vic-
tory for the PML-N,
which secured nine
seats, while the PPP won
the remaining four.

Addressing a press
conference alongside
PPP leader Chaudhry
Yasin today, Memon

claimed there had been
a coordinated effort to
defeat Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) candidates
in the AJK polls.

He said PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari had repeatedly
stressed the importance
of holding transparent
elections in AJK and
urged the authorities to
prioritise the interests of
the Kashmiri people
over those of any politi-
cal party.

Memon alleged that
the election commission
had failed to act impar-
tially during the electoral

process and accused it
of ignoring the party's
complaints.

"It  appeared as
though the AJK Election
Commission had become
the B-team of the PML-
N," he said, adding that
the AJK elections had
repeated the pattern of
the 2024 general elec-
tions.

Referring to the
2024 polls, Memon said
they had produced what
the PPP described as a
"Form-47 government",
and alleged that the AJK
elections had gone a
step further.

"We want to place
all the facts before the
relevant forums. Our re-
sponse will be based on
evidence and legal argu-
ments, not abusive lan-
guage," he said.

Memon alleged that
the PPP had lodged mul-
tiple complaints with the
AJK Election Commis-
sion during polling, in-
cluding in Mirpur Divi-
sion, but none had been
addressed.

He also claimed that
polling staff and election
materials failed to reach
several polling stations
on time, affecting the

voting process.
The senior minister

questioned the election
commission's decision
to postpone polling in
LA-27, saying weather
had been cited as the
reason despite clear
conditions.

"If the election
commissioner appears
on television and mis-
leads the public, what
does the law prescribe
for such conduct?" he
asked. Memon further
alleged that PPP worker
Mukhtar Younis was
killed in LA-9 Nikyal,
accusing PML-N leaders
of later misrepresenting
the victim's political af-
filiation. He also claimed
that supporters of the
PML-N attacked the
President of AJK in LA-
31, alleging that despite
complaints to the inspec-
tor general of police and
the chief secretary, no
arrests had been made.

According to
Memon, PPP workers
who went to the area af-
ter receiving reports of
ballot-stamping were
fired upon.

He criticised Ad-
viser to the Prime Min-
ister Rana Sanaullah for
allegedly making light of
the firing incident.

ing about 10 terrorists
being killed every day.
He added that 819 people
had embraced martyr-
dom this year, including
303 personnel from the
Pakistan Army, 194 law
enforcement agencies
and 322 civilians.

He further said there
had been 28 suicide
bombing incidents this
year, adding that the
majority of the suicide
bombers were Afghan
nationals.

"The majority of
them are Afghans. The
Afghan national in-
volved in the Tank at-
tack was also an Afghan.
Afghan nationals and
people associated with
their security forces are
among the terrorists
killed and captured," he
added.

Comparing the fig-
ures with previous
years, the DG ISPR said
security forces had
killed 2,597 terrorists
during the whole of
2025, while 2,084 had al-
ready been killed so far
in 2026.

the area after receiv-
ing information about
the attack and
launched operations
against the attackers
in different parts of
Kharan city.

Heavy firing con-
tinued until late at
night, while large con-
tingents of Fron-tier
Corps (FC) and police
personnel were de-
ployed at the entry and
exit points of the city
as well as other sensi-
tive locations.

The armed attack-
ers, who were report-
edly in large numbers,
later escaped from
Kharan.

A search opera-

Cleric killed after explosion
at supermarket

in South Waziristan's Wana
NEWS DESK:  A

cleric was killed fol-
lowing an explosion,
suspected to have
been caused by a
pressure bomb, at a
supermarket in
Lower South
Waziristan’s Wana
on Monday, police
said. Wana Circle
Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police
(DSP) Asghar Ali
Shah told Dawn that
the explosion oc-
curred on the ground
floor of a supermar-
ket located in
Rustam Bazaar.

He said Mufti Jana
Mir Masti Khel sus-
tained critical inju-
ries in the explosion
and was immedi-
ately shifted to
Wana district head-
quarters hospital,
where he suc-
cumbed to his inju-

ries.
The DSP added that

he and Wana City
Police Station
House Officer
Usman Wazir, along
with a large contin-
gent of police,
reached the site of
the incident after the
explosion, and the
area was cordoned
off while investiga-
tors collected foren-
sic evidence.

DSP Shah said initial
investigation sug-
gested the bomb
was planted to tar-
get the cleric.

He said police had
filed an initial com-
plaint and further in-
vestigation was un-
der way to identify
the perpetrators and
determine the mo-
tive behind the at-
tack.

The incident comes

just three days after
unidentified gunmen
shot dead Maulana
Ismail, a cleric affili-
ated with Jamiat
Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F), in Azam
Warsak Bazaar of
Lower South
Waziristan’s Birmal
tehsil.

On July 28, a local
cleric was killed and
two other people
were injured in a
s u s p e c t e d
quadcopter attack
near a mosque in the
Landi Doag area of
Birmal. In January,
JUI-F leader
Maulana Sultan
Muhammad Wazir
was critically injured
in a bomb blast near
a madressah in
South Waziristan’s
Wana Bazaar area
and later succumbed
to his injuries.

tion by security forces
was continuing. How-
ever, no casualties
were reported in the
exchange of fire or
during the attacks on
the police station and
CTD offices.

Following the inci-
dent, the authorities
declared a province-
wide high alert and di-
rected all officials to
immediately report to
their respective police
stations. They were
asked to remain fully
armed and prepared
for any emergency,
while unnecessary
movement was re-
stricted as a precau-
tionary measure.


