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Fazlur Rehman: JUI-F to Stay in Opposition in Balochistan,
Meeting with Dr. Malik Was Routine
] |

Ali Hamza,
Qaseem Shah:

QUETTA: Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazl (JUI-F) chiefMaulana Fazlur
Rehman has warned that the writ
of the state has significantly
weakened in parts of Balochistan
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, leav-
ing many residents reluctant to
travel through their own regions
due to growing security con-
cerns.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence in Quetta on Tuesday, the
veteran politician said the
country’s worsening political and
security challenges cannot be re-
solved through the use of force.

He maintained that those re-
sponsible for decision-making
are fully aware of the gravity of
the situation and stressed that
strict adherence to the Constitu-
tion is the only sustainable path
toward stability.

Commenting on recent dis-
cussions about administrative re-
structuring, Fazlur Rehman cau
tioned against changing provi
cial boundaries without the con-
sent of the people.

He said provinces cannot be
divided arbitrarily and empha-
sized that any such decision must
reflect the will of local communi-
ties and follow broad public con-
sultation.

A s
(QUETTA: Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI- F) chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman Addressing a press conferenc

The JULF chicf also urged
Pashtunkhwa Milli Awami Party
(PKMAP) chairman Mahmood
Khan Achakzai to convene an all-
opposition conference, saying
the current political climate re-

quires greater unity among op-
position parties

Criticising the federal gov-
ernment, Fazlur Rehman ques-
tioned Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagvi over recent remarks ac-

knowledging failures i gover-
nance.

He argued that if a senior
cabinet member believes the sys-

would be the appropriate course
of action.

Reflecting on Pakistan’s po-
litical history, he said neither

tem is no longer ef-
fectively, resigning from office

rnments nor mili-
tary administrations have

achieved lasting success because
political leadership has not been
allowed to function indepen-
dently.

Tle added that military inter-
ventions repeatedly undermined
constitutional governance.

‘While noting that JUI-F par-
ticipated in negotiations on the
26th Constitutional Amendment,
he expressed concern over what
he described as the government’s
possible intentions regarding a
future 28th Constitutional
Amendment.

On Balochistan’s political
landscape, Fazlur Rehman con-
firmed that JUI-F will remain in the
opposition and will not join the
provincial government.

Referring to his recent meet-
ing with National Party leader Dr.
Abdul Malik Baloch, he said it was
aroutine political interaction and
added that he had no knowledge
of any proposal to appoint Dr.
Malik as the next chief minister.

Responding to calls for
younger political leadership,
Fazlur Rehman dismissed the idea
that experience should be re-
placed simply in the name of
change.

He remarked that while
young people bring energy and
enthusiasm to politics, effective
governance requires experience,
political wisdom, and unwavering
commitment to the Constitution.
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QUETTA: National Party Presi-
dentand former Balochistan chief
minister Dr. Malik Baloch has said
he has neither been offered the
post of chief minister by former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif nor
does he personally wish to as-
sume the office under the current
circumstances.

Speaking in an exclusive in-
terview with Quetta Voice, Dr.
Malik clarified speculation sur-
rounding his possible return to
the province’s top executive po-
sition. He said no such offer had
been made by the Paki mn Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N).

Responding to a question
about how he would react if the
PML-N were to invite him to lead
the provincial government, Dr.
Malik said that, on a personal
level, he had no desire to become
chief minister in the prevailing
situation. However, he empha-
sized that the final decision would
rest with the National Party’s lead-
ership.

“Tam a committed and disci-
plined political worker. Whatever
decision my party makes, I will
abide by it,” he said.

The former chief minister

Dr. Malik Baloch Says He Has No Personal
Desire to Become Balochistan Chief Minister

President and Former Balochistan

ter Dr. Malik Baloch ha

ief Mil
Chi I'Mmlslcrby Former P)

id offered the post of
ime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

also revealed that he had recently
held meetings with Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif, JUI-F chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman, Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar, Senator
Mushahid Hussain Syed, vet-
eran politician Afrasiab Khattak,
and former prime minister Shahid
Khdqan ‘Abbasi, among other

senior political leaders.

According to Dr. Malik, the
discussions focused primarily on
the political and security situation
in Balochistan. He said he con-
veyed to the country’s leadership
that the ground realities in the
province were far more serious
than what was being reported to
them.

Monitoring Desk:

QUETTA/ GLASGOW — In a
concerning turn of events for Pa-
kistani sports, Quetta-born boxer
Qudrat Ullah has gone missing in
Glasgow shortly before the na-
tional team’s scheduled flight
home on Sunday.

While fcmalc boxer Fatima
Zahra made history by securing
Pakistan’s sole medal—a
bronze—at the Commonwealth
Games, the male boxing squad
experienced a disappointing cam-
paign.
Following his early elimina-
tion, Qudrat Ullah failed to board
the team’s return flight to
Pakistan.Boxing Federation Re-
sponds to Missing Athlete Re-
ports Addressing the situation,
President of the Pakistan Boxing
Federation (PBF), Colonel (Retd)
Nasir Tung, stated that he has no
official confirmation regarding the
boxer’s current location.

However, sports sources
close to the development con-
firmed that Qudrat Ullah deliber-

ately avoided the team flight to
stay back in the UK.

*The remaining members of
the Pakistan boxing squad have
already departed Glasgow and
are en route back home,” officials
confirmed.

A Growing Pattern of Paki-
stani Athletes Disappearing
Abroad This is not the first time
a Pakistani athlete has thped

Quetta Boxer Qudrat Ullah Goes Missing in
Glasgow After Commonwealth Games

Games in Birmingham, England,
two Pakistani boxers—Suleman
Baloch and Nazeerullah Khan—
similarly vanished from the team
hotel just hours before departure
to seek residency.

Sports authorities in Quetta
and Islamabad are facing grow-
ing pressure to enforce stricter
background checks and security
measures to prevent national ath-

away during an our.

letes from luring

During the 2022 (,ommonvvenllh

overseas competitions.
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Editor: Asim Khan

By Arifa Noor:
IT wasn’t an ordinary
day by any stretch of the
imagination, even
though it began rather
ordinarily. There was
little news to interest
anyone (and Kashmir
was a no-no for televi-
sion channels).

Initially, there came
fleeting news about a
press conference by the
head of ISPR but it
wasn’t meant to be.

Those who had not
been invited to the event
thought the news was
incorrect but later it tran-
spired that the confer-
ence had been delayed
to the next day, Friday.

And then came the
bombshell — in
Islamabad at an event
hosting businessmen
for a conference on the
economy, business and
all things complicated.

Here, instead of the
speeches by the men
managing Pakistan’s fi-
nances (if there were
any), it was Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi's
speech that got all the
attention.

It’s still not clear
why he spoke there but
as the conference took
place at a hall located
close to his office, per-
haps he offered to swing
by and saya few words.

treated an entire news
cycle.

In simple words, he
confirmed in a way what
the government’s worst
critics have been saying
— that people are in pain
and the government
hasn’t been able to pro-
vide them with any relief.

He put it even more
bluntly. He spoke of the

‘system’ (the entire
country — not just the
one in Sindh) having
collapsed. Not collaps-
ing but collapsed.

He said it wasn’t
possible to deliver re-
gardless of how hard the
prime minister worked
and how many long
hours he put in.

He referenced re-
centevents in India, say-
ing that if the ‘cock-
roaches’ (youth) got to-
gether, they would over-
throw it all.

But more intrigu-
ingly, he also made it
clear that giving people
a few thousand rupees
or a laptop wasn’t
enough.

This was clearly a
reference to the various
schemes launched by
the PML-N as well as the
Benazir Income Support
Programme, which is
seen as the PPP’s baby.

He proposed a so-
lution by arguing the
country needed more
provinces or administra-
tive units so that gover-
nance could be deliv-
ered at the doorstep. The
next day, the DG ISPR
remforced this proposal.

interior
mlmsler s indictment of
the present government
will not be forgotten eas-

=

While his solution
or proposal took no one
by surprise, his criticism
of the set-up did.

After all, most of us
are aware that there is
much discussion behind
closed doors on the
need to revisit the NFC
as well as the notion of
devolution (which would
assist the people as well
as weaken the dynasty-
controlled fiefdoms at
the provincial level).

Politics is upon us

However, Naqvi’s
indictment of the present
government will not be
forgotten easily — for
now,
all those who had
been waxing lyrical
about the work done by
Maryam Nawaz in
Punjab or by Shehbaz
Sharifat the centre will
find it hard to argue that
the party has delivered
and won over the
people.

Interestingly, his re-
marks, which were a
damning indictment of
the current set-up, were
initially met with silence.
1t took nearly a day be-

fore the reaction came poohed the suggestion,
from the PPP and PML-  while from the PML-N
N whose public repre- Rana Sanaullah was the
sentatives are usually first to fire back. Since
quick to hold media talks then, others too have
every day on any hint of Jolned the fray, but most
criticism. of the criticism focuses
But to contradict on Naqvi and not those
the interior minister, and - who back him.
one who is said to be There was also
very close to the high- news of a family gather-
est in the establishment, ing at Jati Umrah in
is surely above the pay Lahore.
grade of those put in Not much emerged
charge of information from it other than some
ministries. vloggers thundering
Still, the senior tiers  about Nawaz Sharif hav-
were called toreport for  ing been woken up from
uty. his slumber — news that
In Sindh, the chief somehow didn’t get tr:
minister himself pooh- tion unlike Naqvi’s

speech.

Perhaps it is be-
cause the news is limited
toa few who are relying
on sources or because
no one really believes
the familyis in a position
to push back.

The silence from
the PPP heads is equally
noticeable.

In the meantime, the
lower tiers might con-
tinue to thunder, though
it is hard to belicve
Mohsin Naqvi will now
respond to these allega-
tions.

But what now
seems inevitable is an-
other amendment to the

Constitution, even if
there is little clarity on
what it will bring. New
provinces and other
wholesale changes (for
it would mean
reconfiguring the Sen-
ate)? Or simply a strong
local government sys-
tem with some federal
areas?

Orwill it begin with
easing the provisions
for creating new proy-
inces? Or a change in
the NFC? Nothing is
clear but the path ahead
seems to lead to parlia-
ment,

That Ahsan Bhoon
was also present at the

event where Nagvi
spoke also indicates
this.

But while the pow-
ers that be have perhaps
made their_intentions
clear, the silence from
the parties means they
are still to put together a
strategy.

W:ll they simply try
to win over some con-
cessions as they did
during the previous two
amendments? Will they
drive a hard bargain? Or
is the time and space for
compromises over?

The details are as
above my pay grade as
they are beyond the abil-
ityand position of Azma
Bokhari or Atta Tarrar to
respond to Naqvi. So as
the hackneyed phrase
goes, let’s wait and

However, it might
Jjust be safe to say that
the amendment will not
sail through without hic-
cups.

It would mean a
weakening of both the
parties vis-a-vis the pro-
vincial governments,
politically as well as in
terms of patronage. For
instance, the PPP will
lose its political raison
d'étre;

for Maryam Nawaz,
the position of chief
minister might lose its
lustre, increasing the
competition for the po-
sition in Islamabad.

The initial instinct
therefore will be to bar-
gain and get something
in return, if they decide
not to push back.

In other words, the
hybrid system is now set
for a new tug of war,
which may leave some,
if not all, of the stake-
holders a little worse for
wear.

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability:

Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent
to global carbon emi:
sions, yet it consis-
tently ranks among the
countries most ex-
posed to climate-in-
duced disasters. This
imbalance is not
merely an environ-
mental concern; it re-
flects governance di-
lemma rooted in a
weak institutional co-
ordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and
water insecurity dcm-
onstrate its far-reach-
ing global conse-
quences.

Since these im-
pacts transcend na-
tional borders, climate
change is inherently a
global  challenge.
Along with other de-
veloping nations, Paki-
stan remains highly
vulnerable.

In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth
warmest year in the
last 64 years, with an
average temperature
0£23.52°C and rainfall
levels 31 percent
above the historical
average. This high-
lights the urgency of
collective international
action.

For Pakistan, how-
ever, climate vulner-
ability is compounded
by governance con-
straints. Fragmented
institutional coordina-
tion, weak policy

implementation, and
limited emphasis on
adaptation have re-
duced the state’s ca-
pacity to respond ef-
fectively.  Conse-
quently, the climate
crisis in Pakistan re-
flects not only envi-
ronmental stress but
also persistent gover-
nance failures.
Climate change
refers to long-term
shifts in  global
weather patterns and
temperatures, prima-
rily driven by human
activities. According
to United Nations
findings, excessive

greenhouse gas emxs-

4
tures in 2024 exceeded  thermal expanslon Si-

sions have i
heat retention in the
atmosphere. Gases
such as carbon diox-
ide, methane, and ni-
trous oxide have thick-
ened the atmospheric
blanket, largely due to
deforestation, fossil
fuel consumption, and
rapid industrialization.

One of the most
visible consequences
of climate change is
rising global tempera-
tures.

The Copernicus
Climate Change Ser-
vice reported that av-
crage global tempera-

trial levels by y, melting
1.52°C. This warming  glaciers and ice sheets
has intensified contribute to rising sea
heatwaves, prolonged levels.
droughts, and in- According to En-
creased wildfire risks. cyclopedia Britannica,
Rising temperatures global sea levels have
have also disrupted risenby approximately
weather  systems, 21 to 25 centimeters
leading to irregular since 1880, threaten-

rainfall, intense ing coastal livelihoods
storms, and stronger and infrastructure.
hurricanes. Climate change

Another major has also intensified
consequence is sea- water scarcity, a
level rise. Oceans ab- growing global con-
sorb nearly 90 percent cern. Pakistan is al-
of excess heat caused ready a  water-
by greenhouse gas stressed country, and
emissions, leading to climate variability has

further exacerbaled
this challenge.
A report by the

Pakistan Institute of

Development Eco-
nomics places Paki-
stan among the most
water-risk-prone na-
tions. Water scarcity
places immense pres-
sure on agriculture, in-
dustry, and house-
holds, undermining
economic stability and
food security.
Despite contribut-
ing minimally to global
emissions, Pakistan
bears a disproportion-
ate share of climate-
related losses. The

Global Climate Risk
Index ranks Pakistan
among the most vul-
nerable countries to
climate change.

The 2022 floods
alone caused an esti-
mated economic loss
of $40 billion and
claimed at least 1,700
lives. More recently,
monsoon floods in
2025 resulted in over
1,000 deaths.

Given these reali-
ties, climate adaptation
is no longer an aca-
demic debate but a
strategic necessity.

Mitigation re-
‘mains essential to limit

A Governance Dilemma

future warming
through  reduced
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Transitioning
from fossil fuels to re-
newable energy
sources such as solar,
wind, and hydropower
is critical.

Equally important
is adaptation. Since
climate impacts are
already unavoidable,
societies must
strengthen resilience.
Investment in climate-
resilient infrastructure,
improved urban plan-
ning, and effective
water management is
vital.

Global coopera-
tion remains the third
pillar of climate re-
sponse. Climate
change transcends
borders and requires
collective responsibil-
ity. Developed nations
must honor climate fi-
nance commitments
and support vulnerable
countries in adaptation
efforts.

For Pakistan, ef-
fective climate gover-
nance is central to re-
silience. Addressing
financing constraints,
strengthening legisla-
tion, improving fed-
eral-provincial coordi-
nation, and prioritizing
adaptation over rheto-
ric are critical steps.

Climate change
presents urgent chal-
lenges that demand
immediate action.
Without decisive re-
forms in climate gov-
ernance and a strate-
gic shift toward adap-
tation, Pakistan will
continue to pay an un:
just price fora c;
did little to create.

The author can be
reached at:
dinziaud1 9@gmail.com.
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Balochistan Achieves Record 114% Development Fund
Utilization After Major Planning Reforms

QUETTA: Balochistan
Minister for Planning
and Development Mir
Zahoor Ahmed Buledi
has announced that the
province has introduced
historic reforms in its
development planning,
‘monitoring, and imple-
‘mentation systems over
the past two years, re-
sulting in greater trans-
parency, faster project
execufion, improved
quality, and a record
114% utilization of de-
velopment

‘Addressing a press
briefing on Tuesday re-
garding the performance
of the Planning and De-
velopment (P&D) De-
partment, Buledi said
the achievement reflects
Balochistan’s signifi-
cantly enhanced institu-
tional capacity. Provin-
cial Home Minister Mir
Ziaullah Langove and
Additional Chief Secre-
tary for Planningand De-
velopment Zahid Saleem
were also present.

First-Ever Annual
Progress Report Re-
leased Buledi said the
Planning and Develop-
ment Department has
published its first-ever
Annual Progress Re-
port, documenting the
province’s development
programs over the past
two anda halfyears, key
achievements, institu-

tional reforms, policy
initiatives, and regula-
tory improvements.

The report aims to
provide transparency
and keep the public in-
formed about the
government's develop-
ment performance.

Complete Digital
Transformation of PSDP
The minister said the
Provincial Public Sector

evelopment
Programme (PSDP) has
been fully automated
over the past year.

Under the new digi-
tal system: Develop-
ment projects are submit-
ted online.*Approval
processes are auto-
mated. Data integration
has been completed.

All project manage-
ment functions are

handled digitally.
A dedicated mobile
application has also
been launched, allowing
P&D officials to in-
stantly access complete
project information dur-
ing field inspections.
ded that
nearly all development
projects have now been
geo-tagged down to the
Union Council level, sig-
nificantly improving
monitoring and over-
sight. Stronger Data-
Driven Planning Buledi
said the Bureau of Sta-
tistics has been modern-
ized to strengthen evi-
dence-based planning.
Key initiatives in-
clude: Launch of
Balochistan’s first Pro-
vincial Statistical Digital
Dashboard. Publication

of a comprehensive re-
port analyzing social and
economic indicators
from 2010 to 2023.
Strengthening of data
analysis through techni-
cal experts to improve
project feasibility and
policy formulation.
Monitoring Wing Reac-
tivated The minister said
the Monitoring and
Evaluation (M&E)
Wing, which had re-
mained inactive for
years, has been fully re-
stored.

During fiscal year
2025-26, monitoring
teams inspected 2,022
development projects,
representing an increase
of nearly 378% com-
pared to the previous
year. The enhanced
monitoring system en-

sures: Timely project
completion. Proper utili-
zation of public funds.
Delivery of tangible ben-
efits to citizens. Record
Development Spending
According to Buledi, the
provincial PSDP for the
previous fiscal year in-
cluded: 6,728 develop-
ment schemes 3,758 on-
going projects 2,970 new
schemes Although the
approved development
allocation stood at
Rs249 billion, the gov-
ernment successfully
spent Rs283 billion,
achieving 114% fund
utilization.

He noted that pre-
vious perceptions within
federal institutions sug-
gested Balochistan
could utilize only 50—
70% of its development
budget, but the current
government's reforms
have disproved that as-
sumption. PSDP 2026
27 Priorities For fiscal
year 2026-27, the provin-
Gial government has ap-
proved a Rs206 billion
PSDI

P.

The largest alloca-
tions have been made to:
Communications and
‘Works Department Irri-
gation Department Edu-
cation Department
Buledi said education
has become a top gov-
ernment priority after
years of neglect.

Balochistan Chief Secretary Directs DCs to Accelerate

tary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan chaired a
conference of Deputy
Commissioners (DCs) to
review public welfare ini-
tiatives, provision of
basic facilities, speedy
completion of develop-
ment projects, and mat-
ters related to the repa-
triation of illegally re:
ing foreign nationals
across the province.
The meeting was
attended by relevant
provincial secretaries,
commissioners, and
deputy

He emphasized that
the provision of water,

velopment Initiative
(BSDI), a total of 4,047

Development Projects, Improve Public Service Delivery

of prices of essential
commadities to provide

education,
and road infrastructure
remains among the top
priorities of the provin-
cial government and di-
rected authorities to fur-
ther improve service de-
livery mechanisms.

Over 500 Develop-
ment Projects Com-
pleted Through Moni-
toring System The meet-
ing was informed that
the Monitoring and
Evaluation Section has
ensured the completion
of 516 devel

from across Balochistan.

Addressing the of-
ficers, Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan di-
rected all administrative
officials to remain ava
able for public service
and make their depart-
ments more proactive in
addressing citizens’
complaints.

projects,
while further
strengthening monitor-
ing mechanisms to ac-
celerate the completion
of remaining schemes.
Officials  also
briefed the meeting that
under the first and sec-
ond phases of the
Balochistan Social De-

projects
were launched, out of
which nearly 90% have
been compléted.

The chief secretary
directed authorities to
maintain effective moni-
toring to ensure timely
completion,

transparency, and
quality implementation
of all development
schemes.

Focus on Revenue
Collection and Price
Control During the meet-
ing, officials were di-
rected to ensure effec-
tive collection of agricul-
tural income tax to im-
prove transparent rev-
enue generation and
strengthen the financial
capacity of government
departments.

Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan also
ordered strict monitoring

relief to the
public and prevent un-
Justified price increases.
Public Complaints
and Open Courts Re-
viewed The meeting was
informed that 53 open
courts (Khuli Kachehris)
have been conducted
across the province dur-
ing the previous month,
where 953 public com-
plaints were registered.
The chief secretary
instructed concerned of-
ficers to resolve these
complaints promptly and
ensure timely responses
toaffected citizens.
Security Measures
and Administrative Fa-
cilities The meeting also
reviewed security-re-
lated measures, includ-
ing a 15-day provincial
restriction on the sale
and transportation of ex-
plosive materials and

thorities were directed
to ensure strict compli-
ance with safety regula-
tions during this period.
fficials informed
the meeting that prefab-
ricated (prefab) houses
for government officers
in various districts are
nearing completion.
These facilities are
expected to improve ser-
vice deliveryand provide
better accommodation
facilities for officers
serving in remote areas.
ief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan fur-
ther directed that plan-
tation activities should
be carried out around
these  construction
projects, especially pre-
fab houses and govern-
ment buildings, to pro-
mote environmental im-
provement, tree planta-
tion, and greener public
spaces.

Lasbela Commissioner Reviews LIDA Industrial Development
Plans, Calls for Faster Industrial Growth in Hub District

LASBELA: Newly ap-
pointed Commissioner
Lasbela Division Saira
Atta has started visits to
government depart-
ments after assuming
charge and conducted a
detailed visit to the
Lasbela Industrial Estate
Development Authority
(LIDA) to review indus-
trial development initia-
tives, ongoing projects,
and future investment
strategies.

During her visit, the
commissioner  was
briefed at the LIDA Con-
ference Hall by Manag-
ing Director LIDA
Liaquat Ali Kashani,
who provided an over-
view of the authority’s
performance, industrial
expansion plans, devel-
opment projects, and

challenges faced by the
industrial sector.
Commissioner Saira
Atta said that LIDA
holds strategic impor-
tance in accelerating in-
dustrialization, promot-
ing investment, and in-
creasing tax revenue in
Balochistan. She em-
hasized that the growth
of the industrial sector
would not only create

new employment oppor-
tunities but  also
strengthen economic ac-
tivities across the prov-
ince. Investment Poten-
tial of Hub and Gadani
Highlighted During the
briefing, the LIDA man-
aging director informed
the commi ner about
the authority’s admi

trative responsibilities,
issues faced by indus-

trial units, ongomg de-
velopment projects, and
future plans.

Officials  high-
lighted that consultancy
work is underway for the
master plan of industrial
development along the
Gadani coastal belt.

They said that due
to its proximity to
Karachi, the LIDA Spe-
cial Economic Zone and

Gadani industrial site
offer strong potential for
investment because of
their location, infrastruc-

Balochistan Minister Noor
Muhammad Dummar Assures
Swift Action on Public Issues
During Meetings with Delegations

QUETTA: Balochistan consideration. constituency to ensure
Minister for Commodity Dummar listened to  that their basic needs are
Management and Chair- the grievances in detail addressed through the
man of the Balochistan and assured the delega- effective use of avail-
Food Authority Haji tions that all legitimate able resources.

Noor ~ Muhammad issues would be ad- Dummar added that
Dummar met with del- dressed on a priority ba- public service is his fore-
egations and public rep-  sis. He directed the rel- most responsibility and
resentatives from Ziarat, ~evant authorities to take - emphasized that his of-
Harnai, and Sanjavi at immediate action on fice remains open to the
his office on Monday to ~ several matters and sub- people at all times to

e > - SR
discuss local develop- mit progress reports
ment priorities and pub-  without delay.
lic concerns. The provincial min- ji Noor
During the meet- ister reaffirmed that re- Muhammad Dummar,
ings, the delegations solving public issues Balochistan Commodity
highlighted a range of is-  and improving the wel- Management Minister,
sues affecting their re- fare of citizens remain Balochistan Food Au-
spective areas, includ- the provincial thority,
ing evelopment government's top priori- Z)aral development,
projects, civic infra- ties. Harnai public issues.
structure, and essential He said the govern-  Sanjavi development,
public services. ‘ment is maintaining con-  Quetta news,
Residents also pre- tinuous engagement Balochistan govern-
sented individual and with the people of Ziarat, ment, public welfare, de-
community-related con-  Harnai, Sanjavi, and - velopment projects, Pa-
for the mil other remote areas of hi: i

Nasirabad Commissioner
Orders Immediate Action to
Prevent Controversial Drainage
Flow into Balochlstan

NASIRABAD: the i onthe tural for
Nasirabad Division reported diversion of three districts of
Commissioner water fromthe disputed Balochistan.

Salahuddin Noorzai has Jacobabad drainage Noorzai added that
directed authorities to channel into the Main the Nasirabad Division
immediately seal a Hairdin Drainage Sys- administration would
breach to prevent water tem via Noor Wah. continue consultations
from the controversial Following the brief-  with the relevant authori-
Jacobabad drainage ing, Commissioner ties in Sindh to resolve
channel from entering Noorzai instructed the all concerns through
Balochistan’s Main Irrigation Departmentto mutual dialogue while
Hairdin Drainage Sys- immediately close the ensuring compliance
tem through Noor Wah. breach to prevent any with directives issued by

The directive was further inflow from the higher authorities.

issued during an inspec-  disputed drainage chan- He expressed confi-
tion of RD-110, located nel. dence that coordinated

i
at the junction of
Jaffarabad

He emphasized that ~ efforts between both
the issue is being provinces would help
closely coordinated with address the issue and
the Commissioner of eliminate concerns sur-
Larkana Divisionandre- rounding the disputed

ture and

iterated that the disputed  drainage channel.

Se°“¥}ébﬁeﬁngﬁmhﬂ Sohbatpur Fareeda drainage water would  Nasirabad Divi
stated that both domes.| Tareen. Superintending not be allowed to enter sion,  Salahuddin

tic and international i
vestors are showing sig-
nificant interest in the
LIDA Special Economic
Zone, while the author-
ity is prepared to pro-
vide investors with ba-
sic infrastructure and
essential facilities to
create a favorable busi-
ness environment.
However, officials
noted that delays in
some development
projects may occur due
to the non-availability of|
required funds from the
federal government.

Quetta Administration Reviews Chehlum Procession
Routes to Ensure Securlty and Publlc Safety

QUETTA: On the direc-
tives of Deputy Commi

sioner Mehrullah Badini,
Assistant  Commis-
sioner (City)

Muhammad Ameer
Hamza conducted a de-
tailed inspection of the
routes designated for
Chehlum processions
and religious gatherings
(Majalis) in Quetta.
“Accompanied by an
administrative team, the
assistant commissioner
reviewed security ar-
rangements, traffic man-
agement plans, and

n
other administrative
preparations to ensure a
peaceful, secure, and
well-organized environ-
ment for mourners par-
ticipating in Chehlum
observances. During
the visit, officials as-
sessed coordination
among law enforcement

agencics and reviewed

measures designed to
facilitate the smooth
movement of proces-
sions while minimizing
disruptions to the pub-
lic. Police and other se-
curity agencies have put
in place comprehensive
security arrangements

for the occasion.

The district admin-
istration also directed all
relevant departments to
ensure foolproof ar-
rangements along pro-
cession and Majalis
routes and to provide
every possible facility to
participants throughout

the Chehlum commemo-
rations. The inspection
forms part of Quetta dis-
trict administration’s
broader efforts to main-
tain law and order,
strengthen inter-agency
coordination, and ensure
the safe conduct of reli-
gious events across the
Gity. Quetta Chehlum se-
curity, Mehrullah Badini,
Muhammad ~ Ameer
Hamza, Quetta adminis-
tration, Chehlum proces-
sions, Majalis security,

traffic management,
Balochistan police.

Engineer Irrigation Circle  the Main Hairdin Drain- Noorzai, Jacobabad
Mudassar Zafar Khosa, age System at the drainage d)spule Main
Assistant Commis- Jaffarabad-Sohbatpur Hairdin Drainage Sys-

sioner  Sohbatpur junction. tem,
Saifuddin Khosa, Sub- ~  According to the Noor Wah,
Divisional Officer Drain- allowing bad

age Abid Ali Khosa,and ~ the disputed drainage
ImtiazAli Khosa. water into the system Sindh irrigation, water

During the visit, ir- could have serious cn- management, drainage
rigation officials bricfed  vironmental and agricul-  dispute, Pakistan news.

Tail-End Water Supply Restored
in Usta Muhammad
After Joint Irrigation Operation

USTAMUHAMMAD:  communities.

Balochistan irrigation,

missioner Muhammad

Acting on the special di- As part of the initia- Ramzan Palal said the
rectives ofDeputyLam— tive, all watercourses district administration is
missioner d to the Qaboo i i

to
imzan Palal, the district ~ Distributary were tempo-  the rights of tail-end
administration and the rarily closed to allow communities and ensus
Irrigation Department uninterrupted water flow  ing equitable water di
carried out a coordi- toward the tail-end. Dis-  tribution across the irri-
nated operation to en- trict administration and gation network.
sure the fair distribution irrigation officials re- He emphasized that
of irrigation water and mained on-site until late authorities would con-
its timely deliveryto tail- ~at night, continuously tinue takingstrict action
end areas along the monitoring water distri- against illegal water-
Qaboo Distributary. bution. courses, unauthorized
Assistant Commis- The operation suc- interference, and water
sioner Ramzan Ishtiag, cessfully ensured that theft to guarantee that
Executive Engineer Irri-  water reached Bagh Tail, every area receives its
gation Ghulam the last point of the dis-  rightful share of water.
Muhammad Badini, tributary, ataround 12:00 The district admi
along with irrigation of- midnight, providing im- istration and the Irriga-
ficials and staff, super- mediate relief to resi- tion Departmentalsoap-
vised the operation dents whohad been fac- preciated the coopera-
aimed at improving wa- ing shortages of drink- tion of local farmers and
ter flow to downstream ing water. Deputy Com-  resident.
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Heavy rain warning raises
risk in low yil%g areas
NEWS DESK: While ris-
ing river flows have
pushed Tarbela Dam
near its maximum capac-
ity, the Met Office has
‘warned of urban flood-
ing and inundation in
low-lying areas of sev-
eral cities as heavy mon-
soon rains are expected
on Tuesday (today).
According to the
Flood  Forecasting
Divi-sion (FFD) of the
Pakistan Meteorological
De----partment, heavy
rainfall may trigger
‘wat-er accumulation in
low-lying areas of
Islam-abad, Rawalpindi,
Lahore, Sheikhupura,
Kasur, Faisalabad,
Multan, Sahiwal, Okara,
Bahawalnagar,
Gujranwala, Gujrat,
Sialkot, the Potohar re-
gion, Peshawar and
Nowshera. The division
also warned of flash
flooding in hill torrents
and local streams across
Kashmir, Murree,
Galiyat, northeastern
Punjab, Tslamabad, the
Potohar region, some ar-
eas of  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Dera
Ghazi Khan. Medium to
high flows are expected
in nullahs linked to the
Jhelum, Chenab and
Ravi rivers, while flash
floods are also likely in
the hill torrents of Dera
Ghazi Khan, streams in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

corded inflows of 85,900
cusecs and outflows of
69,900 cusecs.

The report showed
that Tarbela Dam’s wa-
ter level had risen to
1,543 feet, only seven
feet below its maximum
conservation level of
1,550 feet, with live stor-
age reaching 5.178 mil-
lion acre-feet (MAF).
Mangla Dam’s water
level stood at 1,199.35
feet, around 42 feet be-
low its maximum conser-
vation level of 1,242 feet,
with live storage of 4.193
MAF. Chashma Reser-
voir is also nearing full
capacity, with its water
level recorded at 648.50
feet against a maximum
conservation level of
649 feet. M

Battagram, Mansehra
Shangla

Abbottabad, as well as
Murree, Galiyat and the
hillyareas of Azad Kash-
mir. The FFD said the
Indus River at Kalabagh,
Guddu and Sukkur, and
the Ravi at Balloki, are
currently flowing at low
flood level. It urged all
relevant authorities to
remain on alert and take
precautionary measures
to deal with possible
rain-related emergen-
cies. According to the
‘Water and Power Devel-
opment Authority’s
(Wapday) daily water re-
port, the Indus at
Tarbela recorded inflows
of 250,700 cusecs and
outflows of 191,900
cusecs on Monday. The

flood

(PDMA) headquarters
to review monsoon and
flood preparedness
across the province.

He was received by
Punjab  Minister
Kha-waja _ Salman
Rafique and PDMA Di-
rector General Saif
Anwar Jappa. The
NDMA chairman visited
the Provincial Emer-
gency Control Centre,
where officials briefed
him on preparedness
measures, while climate
change, resource man-
agement and capacity
building also came under
discussion. Mr Rafique
said all departments, in-
cluding health, rescue
and livestock, were fully
mobilised to respond m
any flood

Several terrorists killed in K-P's Lakki

NEWS DESK: Security
forces killed several ter-
rorists during intelli-
gence-based operations
(IBOs) in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa's (K-P's)
Lakki Marwat as part of
the Azm-e-Istehkam vi-
sion, state media re-
ported on Tuesday, cit-
ing security sources.

According to the
sources, security forces
also destroyed multiple
terrorist hideouts during
the operations, with a
large cache of weapons,
ammunition and other
equipment recovered
from the slain terrorists.

The sources added
that several terrorists
belonging to the Fitna
al-Khawarij were alsore-
ported to have been
wounded during the op-
eration.

Fitna al-Khawarij is
the term the state uses
for terrorists belonging
to the banned Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP).

The operations
were conducted with
measures in place o en-
sure the safety of civil-
ians and prevent any
harm to the local popu-
lation, the sources said.
Theyalso noted that se-
curity personnel would
continue operations
across K-P until lasting
peace is established and

Marwat: state media

The IBOs came two
days after a suicide
bombing outside Kabal
Police Station in Swat
lefit 17 people dead, in-
cluding seven police
personnel. 27 others
were left injured. The at-
tacker reportedly at-
tempted to enter the po-
lice station but deto-
nated explosives at the
main gate after being
stopped by an officer.

Following the at-

fessionalism.

Nagqyi commended
the security forces' pro-
fessional capabilities
and bravery, saying
Pakistan's "brave sons"
had acted swiftly to
eliminate multiple terror-
ists in Lakki Marwat and
foil their "nefarious de-
signs."

He said the entire
nation appreciated the
security forces' suc-
cesses in restoring

peace in K-P. "The na-
tion stands united
against terrorism and
firmly supports the secu-
ity forces," Naqvi said.

Earlier on Tuesday,
security sources said
multiple terrorists were
killed and several hide-
outs destroyed during

d

tack, the K-P govern-
ment ordered a full-scale
operation against terror-
ists and reaffirmed its
commitment to restoring
peace in the region.

10 terrorists were
also killed in separate
IBOs across the prov-
ince under Operation 11

Kabul  River at
Nowshera recorded both
inflows and outflows of
43,700 cusecs, while the
Jhelum at Mangla regis-
tered inflows of 44,700
cusecs and outflows of
7,000 cusees. The
Chenab at Marala re-

the Kabul River and its.
tributaries, and parts of
northern Balochistan.
Landslides are also
feared in the mountain-
ous districts of upper
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
including Dir, Swat,
Kohistan,  Buner,

flood preparedness
Meanwhile, Na-
tional Disaster
Manage-me--nt Author-
ity (NDMA) Chairman
retired Lt Gen Inam
Haider Malik visited the
Punjab Disaster Man-
agement  Authority

He said Rescue 1122 had
been equipped with
modern  equipment
worth billions of rupees,
while new warehouses
were being established
across Punjab to im-
prove emergency re-
sponse.

terrorism is
eradicated.

In a statement re-
leased by the Interior
Ministry, Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Nagvi
lauded security forces
for carrying out intelli-
gence-based opera-
tions, praising their pro-

op-  Gurj on August 2. On the

erations in Lakki same day, security
Marwat. forces killed a key terror-
A cache of weapons  ist commander, identi-

and ammunition was
also recovered, while re-
ports indicated that sev-
eral other terrorists were
wounded during the op-
eration.

fied as Muawiya, the
mastermind behind the
Hangu check post at-
tack, during an IBO in
the Chapri Naryab area
of K-P's Hangu district.

On July 30, nine po-
licemen,  including
Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DSP) Diyar
Khan, were martyred
while 28 others, includ-
ing DSP Mujahid
Hussain, were injured
after terrorists attacked
a police check post in
Hangu district. Police
killed 15 terrorists and
wounded several others
in a retaliatory operation.

Last week, Inter-Ser-

vices Public Relations
(ISPR) Director General
Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry said security
forces had conducted
40,348 IBOs across the
country so far this year,
with the majority taking
place in Balochistan, He
noted that nearly 194
IBOs were being con-
ducted every day.

The DG ISPR said
3,145 terrorist incidents
had been recorded dur-
ing the period, while se-
curity forces had killed

2,084 terrorists, averag-
ing about 10 terrorists
killed every day.

Pakistan gets a pass on new
United State (US) visa bond rule

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
is not among the 50
countries whose citi-
zens may now be re-
quired to deposit up to
$20,000 as a financial
guarantee before ob-
faininga US visitor visa
under a new programme
that took effect on Aug
1L

was fewer than 50. The
visa bond requirement
has alsoresulted ina de-
crease in visa issuance,
as some applicants ap-
pear to self-select by not
paying a bond.
Diplomatic sources
also confirmed to Dawn
that “Pakistan is not on

diplomatic relations with
either country.

The State Depart-
ment said the decision
followed a review of the
2025 pilot programme,
which it said signifi-
cantly reduced visa
overstays among travel-
lers from participating

Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) elections: Voting concludes
in two constituencies as PPP again alleges rigging

NEWS DESK: Votingin

two AJK constituencies

concluded on Tuesday

after it could not be held

on the scheduled date of

dg 2 during the sec-

phase of the Azad

ir elec-

uons, as the PPP again
alleged rigging.

on July 27, in which the
PML-N had secured
nine of the 13 seats while
the PPP won the remain-
ing four.

The two parties,
which are allies in Cen-
tre, have been engaged
in a war of words since,
with the PPP accusing

PML-N" had been
handed over to the Elec-
tion Commission as evi-
dence and demanded
immediate disciplinary
and legal action.

en Dawn asked
Election Commission of-
ficial Khawaja
Muhammed Ahsan

statement by PPP Vice
President  Sherry
Rehman on X, with her
saying that and the re-
ports of the presence of
polling staff at a PML-N
supporter’s residence
were concerning.

She said videos re-
lated to “rigging by the

about the videos, he
said a PPP worker had
shared some videos, but
“they are vague and
amount to a little more
than unverified allega-
tions”. “Unless the foot-
age is authenticated
through proper forensic
examination.
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