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Balochistan Assembly Passes Unanimous Resolution
Against India’s August 5 Kashmir Decision

ALI HAMZA:

The Balochistan Assembly on
Tuesday unanimously passed
a resolution condemning
India’s August 5, 2019, revo-
cation of Articles 370 and 35A,
reaffirming Pakistan’s contin-
ued political, diplomatic, moral,
and legal support for the people
of Jammu and Kashmir.

The resolution was tabled
by Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti on the oc-
casion of Kashmir Exploitation
Day (Youm-e-Istehsal Kash-
mir).

It was jointly presented by
Provincial Ministers Mir
Muhammad Sadiq Umrani,
Mir Zahoor Ahmed Buledi, Mir
Shoaib Nosherwani, Faisal
Khan Jamali, and Parliamen-
tary Secretary Barkat Ali Rind,
before being adopted unani-
mously by the provincial legis-
lature.

The resolution strongly
condemned India’s unilateral
decision of August 5, 2019,
which revoked Articles 370
and 35A of the Indian Consti-
tution.

It stated that the move al-
tered the constitutional status
of Jammu and Kashmir, vio-
lated United Nations Security
Council resolutions, and under-
mined the rights and identity of
the Kashmiri people.

The assembly expressed
concern over what it de-
scribed as attempts to change
the demographic composition
of Indian-administered Jammu
and Kashmir by allowing non-
residents to purchase land and
secure government employ-
ment.

According to the resolu-
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tion, such measures violate in-
ternational law and further
complicate the longstanding
Kashmir dispute.
Lawmakers also con-
demned alleged human rights
violations in Indian-adminis-
tered Jammu and Kashmir, in-
cluding restrictions on civil lib-
erties, arbitrary detentions,
media curbs, and the use of

force against civilians.

The resolution stated that
these measures were intended
to suppress the Kashmiri
people’s internationally recog-
nized right to self-determina-
tion.

Reaffirming solidarity with
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir, the Balochistan Assembly
pledged that Pakistan would

continue extending political, dip-
lomatic,

moral, and legal support to
the Kashmiri cause. It also re-
affirmed the annual obser-
vance of Kashmir Exploitation
Day on August 5 to raise glo-
bal awareness about the situ-
ation in the region.

The assembly called on
the provincial government to

urge the federal government
to intensify diplomatic efforts
by raising the Kashmir issue
at the United Nations (UN),
the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC), and other
international forums.

It also recommended the
formulation of a comprehen-
sive national strategy to
strengthen Pakistan’s diplo-

matic and legal advocacy for
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The resolution concluded
by paying tribute to the resil-
ience and sacrifices of the
Kashmiri people and expressed
hope for a peaceful resolution
of the Kashmir dispute in ac-
cordance with relevant United
Nations resolutions.

Asma Jattak Seeks Protection

After Fathe

r’s Killing,

Renews Call for Justice
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STAFF REPORTER:

QUETTA: The case of Asma
Jattak has once again come un-
der the spotlight after the kill-
ing of her father, Master
Attaullah Jattak, in Pakistan’s
Khuzdar district, intensifying
calls for justice and protection
for the family.

Asma first drew national at-
tention in 2024 when she was
allegedly abducted by influen-
tial tribal men.

Following widespread pub-
lic outrage and sustained pres-
sure on social media, the pro-
vincial government launched
efforts that ultimately led to her
recovery.

In recent statements shared
on social media, Asma has lev-

authorities to ensure the safety
of her family members, ex-
pressing fears that they remain
at ris|

According to Asma, the dis-
pute began after she refused a
marriage proposal from one of
the accused.

She claims that her refusal
led to threats, her alleged ab-
duction, and continued intimi-
dation.

The killing of her father has
further heightened concerns,
with rights advocates and so-
cial media users demanding a
transparent and impartial inves-
tigation into both the murder and
the allegations raised by Asma.

Authorities have yet to pub-
licly respond in detail to the lat-
est allegations.

The case o at-

Khuzdar Murder Case Rocks Balochistan
Assembly as Lawmakers Demand Justice for
Asma Jatak’s Family

QASEEM SHAH:

QUETTA: The tragic Khuzdar
murder case involving the family
of kidnapped girl Asma Jatak trig-
gered a heated debate in the
Balochistan Assembly on Tues-
day, with lawmakers from both the
treasury and opposition benches
stmngly criticizing the provincial
administration and law enforce-
‘ment agencies over their handling
of the case.

The outrage follows the kill-
ing of Master Ataullah Jatak, who
was shot dead in Khuzdar.
Ataullah was the father of Asma
Jatak, who was allegedly ab-
ducted in 2024 by influential lo-
cal tribesmen. Days before the
incident, a video widely shared
on social media showed Asma
holding the Holy Quran while ap-
pealing to Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti for protec-
tion, claiming her family was fac-
ing continuous threats.

The murder has intensified
public anger across Balochistan,
with citizens, civil society mem-
bers, and social media users de-
‘manding immediate justice for the
bereaved family and stronger ac-
tion against those responsible.

During the assembly ses
lawmakers across party lines
called for swift arrests and an im-
partial investigation. PPP legisla-
tors Ali Madad Jatak and Mir
Muhammad Sadiq Umrani urged
authorities to immediately appre-
hend those involved in the mur-
der.

Jamaat-e-Isl

elled seriousall against
her alleged captors, accusing
them of subjecting her to vio-
lence during her captivity.

She has also appealed to the

tract attention, with
many urging swift action to es-
tablish the facts, ensure ac-
countability, and provide pro-
tection to the affected family.

MPA Maulana Hidayatur
Rehman alleged that influential
political figures were being pro-
tected due to their status, claim-
ing that those responsible were
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widely known but remained be-
yond the reach of the law.

Responding to the allega-
tions, Revenue Minister Asim
Kurd Gello rejected claims link-
ing former chief minister Nawab
Sanaullah Khan Zehri to the case,
stating that Zehri and his son
were currently in Saudi Arabia and
had no involvement in the inci-
dent.

Home Minister Ziaullah
Lango assured the assembly that

an FIR would be registered
promptly and that law enforce-
‘ment agencies would take all nec-
essary steps to arrest the cul-
prits. However, Speaker Captain
(Rtd) Abdul Khaliq Achakzai ex-
pressed dissatisfaction with ver-
bal assurances alone, insisting
that authorities deliver tangible
results.

“We do not need briefings
from senior police officers—we
need visible action and justice,”

The Speaker said while directing
the government to ensure imme-
diate progress in the investiga-
tion.

The Khuzdar murder case,
the alleged kidnapping of Asma
Jatak, and the growing calls for
justice in Balochistan continue to
draw widespread attention, with
pressure mounting on the provin-
cial government and police to
bring both the kidnappers and the
Killers to justice.
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Soil Erosion in Bolan, Balochistan: When the Land We

By Ayesha Tanveer:

In the valleys of Bolan,
the land tells a story that
is easy to miss if we only
look at the surface. The
‘mountains stand tall, the
valleys stretch across
the landscape, and farm-
ers continue to work the
soil as their families have
done for generations.

But beneath this familiar
picture, something is
changing. Little by little,

the soil that supports
agriculture and rural life
is being washed away
by sudden floods, car-
ried off by strong winds
and weakened by years
of pressure on the land.

Soil erosion may
not happen overnight,
andit rarely makes head-
lines. Yet for the people
whodepend on the land,
its effects are real. A
field that once produced
a reasonable harvest
may gradually become
less productive. A farmer
who once relied on rain
and traditional methods
may find that the same
approach no longer
works. For communities
in Bolan, soil erosion is
becoming more than an
environmental con-
cern—it is increasingly
a threat to agriculture,
livelihoods and the fu-
ture of rural life.

A Fragile Land Un-
der Pressure

Balochistan s
Pakistan’s largest prov-
ince by area, covering
nearly 44 percent of the
couniry’s land. Yet only
a small portion of this
vast region is suitable
for cultivation. In places
like Bolan, farming has
always depended on a
delicate relationship be-
tween soil, rainfall, wa-
ter availability and tradi-
tional knowledge.

That relationship is
now under growing
pressure Bolan lies in an
arid to semi-arid region
where rainfall is limited
andunpredictable. Farm-
ers can experience long
dry periods followed by
sudden and intense rain-
fall. Instead of slowly
soaking into the ground,
heavy rain can rush
through valleys and
fields, creating flash
floods that carry away

the most valuable layer
of soil.

This is one of the
greatest problems with
soil erosion: the soil that
disappears first is often
the soil that agriculture
needs the most.

The topsoil con-
tains organic matter and
nutrients essential for
healthy crops. Once it is
washed away, rebuild-
ing it can take years,
sometimes decades.

When Rain Be-
comes a Threat Rain is
essential for life and ag-
riculture, but in Bolan,
the way rain arrives can
sometimes be as impor-
tant as how much rain
falls.

After months of
dryness, the soil may
become hard and vul-
nerable. When intense
rainfall suddenly arrives,
water can move rapidly
across the surface in-
stead of being absorbed
into the ground. In the
mountainous terrain of
Bolan, steep slopes
make this runoff even
faster.The result can be
devastating. Water cuts
through fields, carries
soil downhill and depos-
its sediment in streams
and irrigation channels.
What begins as erosion
on a hillside can even-
tually contribute to
blocked waterways, in-
creased flood risks and
damage to agricultural
land.

This creates a diffi-
cult cycle: dry condi-
tions weaken the land,
intense rainfall removes
the soil, and the loss of
soil makes the land even
more vulnerable the next
time heavy rain arrives.

Human Activities
‘Are Making the Problem
Worse

Nature is not the
only factor behind the
changing landscape.
Human activities have
also played an important
role.

Vegetation is one of
the land’s natural de-
fenses against erosion.
Trees, shrubs and
grasses help hold soil
together through their
roots and reduce the
speed at which rainwa-
ter flows across the
ground. When vegeta-

'k
tion is removed, the soil
is left exposed.

In many areas, trees
and shrubs are cut for
fuelwood and construc-
tion. Over time, the loss
of vegetation leaves hill-
sides and open land
more vulnerable to wind
and water.

Livestock grazing s
another important part of
life in Bolan, but too
much grazing can place
enormous pressure on
fragile rangelands.
Goats, sheep and cattle
depend on these lands
for food, while local fami-
lies depend on livestock
for income and survival.
The problem arises
when grazing becomes
excessive and vegeta-
tion does not have
enough time to recover.

Without sufficient
grass and shrub cover,
the soil is exposed. Re-
peated movement of ani-
mals can also compact
the ground, making it
harder for rainwater to
enter the soil. More wa-
ter then flows across the
surface, taking soil with
it Farming Practices and
the Loss of Fertility

Farmers in Bolan are
working under difficult
circumstances. Water is
scarce, rainfall is uncer-

Lk
tain and access to mod-

ern agricultural re-
sources can be limited.
Many farming practices

have developed out of

necessity rather than
choice.

However, some tra-
ditional and intensive
practices can uninten-
tionally contribute to
soil dégradation. Re-
peated deep ploughing
can disturb soil struc-
ture, while limited crop
rotation and a lack of or-
ganic matter can gradu-
ally weaken the soil.

In areas where farm-
ers struggle to find
enough fodder for live-
stock, crop residues may
be removed from fields
instead of being left to
protect the soil. As a re-
sult, fields can remain
exposed for long peri-
ods.

The consequences
become visible over
time. As fertile topsoil
disappears, the soil
loses nutrients and or-
ganic matter. Crops may
grow less vigorously,
and harvests may de-
cline. For a small farmer,
this is not simply a num-
ber on a production
chart. A smaller harvest
can mean less food for
the family, less income

and greater difficulty
paying for seeds, fertil-
izer and other agricul-
tural expenses.
The Hidden Cost of
Declining Soil Fertility
Healthy soil does
‘more than provide nutri-
ents to crops. Italso acts
like a natural reservoir,
holding water and mak-
ing it available to plants
during dry periods.
‘When erosion re-
moves organic matter
and damages soil struc-
ture, the land becomes
less capable of retaining
moisture. In a dry region
like Bolan, this can be
particularly damaging.
Farmers may then
turn increasingly to
chemical fertilizers to
compensate for declin-
ing fertility. Fertilizers
can help crops in the
short term, but they can-
not replace the lost
structure and organic
matter of healthy soil.
They can also increase
production costs for
farmers who are already
financially vulnerable.
This can create a dif-
ficult cycle:Soil erosion
reduces fertility ? crop
yields decline ? farmers
spend more on inputs ?
production costs in-
crease ? household in-

Depend On Begms to Dlsappear

come falls ? poverty and
€conomic pressure grow.

Breaking this cycle
requires restoring the
health of the soil itself
rather than relying only
on short-term solutions.

The Problem Does
Not Stop at the Farm

The effects of ero-
sion do not remain within
the boundaries of agri-
cultural fields.

When  soil is
washed away, it often
endsup inivers, streams
and irrigation channels.
Over time, this sediment
can reduce water storage
capacity and interfere
with irrigation systems.

Sedimentation can
also increase flood risks
during heavy rainfall. At
the same time, the loss
of vegetation can dam-
age natural habitats and
reduce biodiversity.

If degradation con-
tinues for years without
intervention, productive
land may gradually be-
come severely degraded
and increasingly diffi-
cult to cultivaie. For

where cul-

fects People, Not Just
Soil Perhaps the most
overlooked aspect of
soil erosion is its human
cost.

For many families in
rural Bolan, agriculture
and livestock are not
simply occupations.
They are a way of life.
‘When the land becomes
less productive, the ef-
fects reach directly into
people’s homes.

Lower crop yields
can reduce household
income and increase
food insecurity. Families
may become more de-
pendent on outside food
supplies or government
assistance. As farming
becomes less reliable,
young people may leave
Villages and move to-
ward urban areas in
search of better oppor-
tunities.

Over time, environ-
‘mental degradation can
therefore contribute to
social change and migra-
tion.

This is why soil ero-
sion should not be
treated as an isolated en-
vironmental issue. It is
connected to poverty,
food security, employ-
‘ment, migration and the
long-term stability of ru-
ral communities.

There Is Still Time
to Act There are practi-
cal steps that can make
a difference. Farmers
can adopt conservation
agriculture techniques
such as reduced tillage,
crop rotation and retain-
ing crop residues. Add-
ing organic matter to the
soil can improve its
structure and help it re-
tain moisture.

Restoring vegeta-
tion is equally important.

lanting native trees,
shrubs and grasses can
help stabilize slopes and
protect the land from
erosion.

Grazing also needs
to be managed carefully.
Controlled grazing sys-
tems can give damaged
rangelands time to re-
cover while still allowing

tivable land s already
limited, |

maintain
their livestock.

proved irrigation meth-
ods can slow down run-
off, capture water and
reduce soil loss. These
measures can be particu-
larly valuable in areas
wheére every drop of wa-
ter matters.

But no solution will
work without the in-
volvement of the people
who live on the land.

Farmers, livestock
owners and local com-
munities must be part of
the decision-making
process. They under-
stand their environment,
its challenges and its
changing conditions.
Government institu-
tions, agricultural ex-
perts and development
organizations can sup-
port them with technical
knowledge, training and
resources, but long-term
success will depend on
local participation.

Conclusion

Soil erosion in
Bolan is a quiet crisis,
but its consequences
are anything but small.
Every layer of fertile soil
that disappears repre-
sents a loss of agricul-
tural potential. Every
degraded field puts ad-
ditional pressure on a
farmer. Every damaged
hillside increases the
vulnerability of commu-
nities to floods and land
degradation.

The challenge is
becoming more urgent
as climate change, water
scarcity and extreme
weather place additional
pressure on already frag-
ile landscapes.

Protecting Bolan’s
soil therefore means pro-
tecting much more than
farmland. It means pro-
tecting the food security
and livelihoods of fami-
lies who depend on ag-
riculture. It means pre-
serving the natural envi-
ronment and reducing
the risk of future land
degradation.

The soil beneath
our feet may seem ordi-
nary, but for the people
of Bolan, it is the foun-
dation of their lives.

Saving that soil is

agricultural Tand could
have serious conse-
quences.

A Crisis That Af-

Vater
offers another important
opportunity. Small check
dams, rainwater harvest-
ing systems and im-

not just an
tal responsibility. It is an
investment in the future
of Bolan and the people
who call it home.

BUITEMS Organizes Open Day to Inspire Students
Across Balochistan

Syed Dara Shikoh
mir:

Quetta, September
2025 - The
Balochistan Univer-
sity of Information
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS)
opened its doors to
thousands of college
students

from across the
province by hosting a
vibrant “Open Day”,
showcasing its mo
ern academic facili-
ties, innovative pro-
grams, and lively cam-
pus culture.

Delivering a spe-
cial message,
BUITEMS Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Khalid Hafeez reaf-
firmed

the university’s
mission of inclusive
education and knowl-
edge sharing. He
stated:

“BUITEMS is the
university of every stu-
dent in Balochistan.
Our classrooms, re-
search opportunities,
and

resources  are
open for all so that no

young learner in the
province remains de-
prived of quality edu-
cation.”

The event at-

tracted an enthusiastic
response, with more
than 2,000 students
from 18+ colleges at-
tending.

Visiting students
and their teachers ex-
plored BUITEMS’
faculties, interacted
directly with profes-

sors, and participated
in detailed career-
guidance and counsel-
ing

sessions designed

to help them choose
the right academic
path.
Special aware-
ness stalls, departmen-

tal exhibitions, and pro-
gram presentations
provided students with
insights into
BUITEMS’  wide-

ranging degree pro-
grams, research pros-
pects,

and campus life.
Many participants
praised the initiative,
calling it a valuable
opportunity to connect
with higher education
and future career op-
tions.

Prof. Dr. Khalid
Hafeez applauded the
organizing team for
successfully conduct-
ing the Open Day,
adding that such out-
reach efforts
strengthen

the bridge be-
tween the university
and youth across
Balochistan.

By holding this
large-scale Open Day,
BUITEMS has fur-
ther solidified its repu-
tation as a center of
excellence in higher
education,

innovation, and
student empowerment
in Balochistan, en-
couraging  young
learners

to strive for aca-
demic success and
contribute to the
province’s develop-
ment.
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Balochistan Assembly Passes Unanimous Resolution
Condemning India’s August 5 Move in IOJK

Ali Hamza
QUETTA: On the occa-
sion of Youm-e-Istehsal-
e-Kashmir (Kashmir Ex-
ploitation ay),
Balochistan Chleme-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti
presented a joint resolu-
tion in the Balochistan
Provincial Assembly
condemning India’s uni-
lateral actions of August
5,2019, regarding Indian
Tilegally  Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK). The resolution
was  unanimously
passed by the House.

The resolution was
jointly moved by Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, Provincial Minis-
ters Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani, Mir
Zahoor Ahmed Buledi,
Mir Shoaib Nosherwani,
Faisal Khan Jamali, and
Parliamentary Secretary
Barkat Ali Rind.

Article 35A safeguarded
the rights of permanent
residents regarding
government employ-
The Assembly de- ment, property owner-
clared India’s revocation ~ ship, and residency.
of Articles 370 and 35A The  Assembly
of its Constitution on stated that the removal
August 5, 2019, as un-  of these provisions was
constitutional, |llegal an attempt to undermine
anda violation of United the identity, constitu-
Nations Security Coun-  tional status, and funda-
cil (UNSC) resolutions mental nghl; of the
on the disputed status Kashmiri people.
of Jammu and Kashmir. The House also ex-
According to the pressed serious concern
resolution, Article 370 over what it described
granted the region spe- as efforts to alter the
cial constitutional sta- demographic composi-
tus, including its own tion of IOJK by allow-
constitution, flag, and ing non-residents to
internal autonomy, while purchase land and ob-

tain government jobs,
calling such measures a
violation of international
law. The resolution
strongly condemned al-
leged human rights vio-
lations in Kashmir, in-
cluding state repression,
prolonged lockdowns.
arbitrary arrests, restric-
tions on media freedom,
and other actions aimed
at suppressing the
Kashmiri people’s right
to self-determination.
Reaffirming
Pakistan’s support for
the people of Kashmir,
the Balochistan Assem-
bly pledged continued
political, diplomatic,
moral, and legal support

for their cause, stating
that Pakistan would con-
tinue to stand with the
Kashmiri people.

The Assembly also
reaffirmed the obser-
vance of Youm-e-
Istehsal-e-Kashmir ev-
ery year on August 5,
emphasizing that aware-
ness campaigns and
events would continue
to highlight the situa-
tion in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (TTOJK) before
the international commu-
nity.

Furthermore, the
provincial government
urged the federal gov-
ernment to raise the

Chaman Coal Mine Grenade
Attack: One Worker Killed,

Four Injured in Balochistan

WEB DESK: A coal nearby hospital for scene soon after the
mine worker was emergency medical attack and launched
killed and four others treatment. an investigation. Au-
were injured after uni- Hospital authori- thorities have not yet
dentified assailants ties confirmed thatone ~determined the motive
carried out ahand gre-  of the injured workers behind the assault, and
nade attack on a coal later succumbed to his no group has claimed
mine in Chaman, injuries. The deceased responsibility.

Balochistan, on Tues- was identified as The grenade at-
day, officials said. Nasruddin, 38, son of tack has renewed con-

Kashmir dispute more
effectively at the United
Nations (UN), the Orga-
nization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC), and other
international forums
through proactive diplo-
macy, while calling for a
comprehensive national
strategy to strengthen
legal and diplomatic
support for the people of]
JOJK.

The resolution con-
cluded by paying tribute
to the re;lllence sacri-
fices, an ggle of the
Kashmiri people and
prayed for lasting peace,

justice, and freedom for

the people of Jammu and

Chaman District Coordination Committee
Reviews Development Projects, NCP Vehicle Issue,

and Independence Day Preparatlons

CHAMAN: Deputy
Commissioner Habib
Ahmed  Bangulzai
chaired an important
meeting of the District
Coordination Committee
(DCC) to review the per-
formance of government
departments, ongoing
development projects,
law enforcement coordi-
nation, and preparations
for Pakistan’s Indepen-
dence Day celebrations.

The meeting was
attended by heads of all
government depart-
ments and representa-
tives of relevant institu-
tions, who presented de-

Basic Health Units
(BHUS) Road infrastruc-
ture Other public devel-
opment schemes
Deputy Commissioner
Bangulzai directed all

n

tween law

agencies and relevant
government depart
ments to ensure compl;
ance with legal require-

ments toimmediately be-
gin Independence Day
by: Hoist-

urged all
departments t

ing the national flag at
all’ government offices,

coordination, improve
communication, and per-

According to pre- Alam Din, a resident cerns over the security
liminary reports, the of Kashmore district of coal mine workers
attackers threw a inSindh. in Balochistan, where

hand grenade at a
group of five laborers
while they were work-
ing inside the mine.
The powerful explo-
sion left all five work-
ers critically injured,
prompting their imme-
diate transfer to a

The remaining
four injured workers
are undergoing treat-
ment, while doctors
continue to monitor
their condition.

Security forces
and law enforcement
agencies reached the

Barkhan Administration
Assures Transparent Review
of Shop Cutting Issue,
Promises Merit-Based Decisions

BARKHAN: Deputy shopkeepers.
Commissioner Barkhan He instructed that a
Saeed ur Rehman Kakar detailed report be sub-
has assured traders that mitted by 10:00 AM the
the district admmmm- followmg day to ensure
tion will impartial,
transparency, merit, and and fair decision based
rule of law in the matter on ground realities.

of shop cutting in local The traders wel-
markets, adding that no comed the district
injustice or discrimina- administration’s assur-
tory treatment against ance of a transparent in-
any shopkeeper will be vestigation and equal
tolerated. He made these Jjustice, expressing hope
remarks during a meet- lhal the matter would be
ing with shop owners resolved according to
led by Faredullah legal procedures and

incidents targeting
miners and laborers
have occurred in the
past.

Officials said fur-
ther investigations are
underway to identify
and apprehend those
responsible.

measurement and cut-
ting of certain shops,
claiming that some cases
involved unfair adjust-
ments.
ding to their
concerns, Deputy Com-
missioner Saeed ur
Rehman Kakar stated
that all cases would be
reviewed afresh and de-
cisions would be made
strictly according to law,
facts, and merit.
He made it clear that
no political pressure or
personal recommenda-

ments and g
directives. P

tailed briefings on their
departments’ per
mance, ongoing in
tives, key challenges,

to ensure that projects
are completed within the
prescribed timeline and
according to approved

agreed that coordinated
action is essential to
uphold the rule of law
and curb illegal activi-

and public buildings.
Completing cleaning,
beautification, and deco-
rative lighting of public
facilities. Ensuring all

and future plans.

Development
Projects Under BSDI
Reviewed The commit-
tee conducted a compre-
hensive review of com-
pleted and ongoing de-
velopment projects us
der Balochistan Sustai
able Development Initia-
tive (BSDI) Phase ITand
Phase III, including:
Government schools

quality that
the public can benefit
without unnecessary
delays.

Focus on Non-Cus-
tom Paid Vehicles The
meeting also discussed
the issue of Non-Cus-
tom Paid (NCP) vehicles
in Chaman.

Officials empha-
sized the need for stron-
ger coordination be-

ties 3
dence Day

g ary administra-
tive -

Preparations Begin The
District Coordination
Committee also re-
viewed preparations for
Pakistan’s Indepen-
dence Day on August

I~

Deputy Commis-
sioner Habib Ahmed
Bangulzai directed all
government depart-

nalized in time for nation-
wide celebrations.

He said the district
should celebrate Inde-
pendence Day with pa-
triotism, enthusiasm,
and full public participa-
tion.

Call for Better Coor-
dination Concluding the
meeting, the deputy

form their
ties efficiently to en-
hance public service de-
liveryand ensure the ef-
fective implementation
of development and ad-
ministrative initiatives
across Chaman district.
Chaman DCC meet-
ing, Habib Ahmed
Bangulzai, BSDI Phase
11, BSDI Phase III,
Chaman development
projects, NCP vehicles,
Independence  Day
preparations,
Balochistan administra-
tion, BHUs, government
schools, Chaman news,

Balochistan Governor Congratulates BUITEMS Proiessor
on Selectlon for Prestlglous Humphrey Fellowship

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has con-
gratulated Dr. Bilal
Sarwar, Director of Qual-
ity Enhancement and
Accreditation (QE&A)
at Balochistan Univer-
sity of Information Tech-
nology, Engineering and
Management Sciences
(BUITEMS), on his se-
lection for the presti-

gious  Hubert H.
Humphrey Fellowship
Program 2026-2027.

During a meeting at
the Governor House in
Quetta, Governor
Mandokhail praised Dr.
Sarwar for his outstand-
ing  professional
achievements and de-
scribed his selection as
a proud moment for
Balochistan.

The

noted that Dr. Bilal
Sarwar is the only fellow
selecled

tinguished cohort of
professionals from more
than 70 countries under
the internationally rec-

governor  ognized fellowship pro-

m.

He expressed confi-
dence that during his 10-
month Humphrey Fel-
lowship in the United
S(ales Dr. Sarwar would

itively represent Pa-
Ristan and

stronger international
image of the country.
Governor
Mandokhail alsosaid the
fellowship would enable
Dr. Sarwar to gain ad-
vanced knowledge and

leadership, manage-
‘ment, and quality assur-
ance, which would help
strengthen Pakistan’s
higher education sector
upon his return,

He wished Dr. Bilal
Sarwar success in the
fellowship and ex-
pressed hope that his
achievements would in-
spire other profession-
als and academics from
Balochistan to pursue
excellence at the interna-
tional level.

Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail, Dr. Bllal
Sarwar, BUITEMS,
Hubert H. Humphrey
Fellowship 2026-2027,
Balochistan Governor,
higher education Paki-
stan, quality assurance,
leadership, Quetta news,

while contributing to a

experience
in higher cducation,

Balochistan education.

Sohbatpur Marks Kashmir Exploitation Day with Solidarity
Rally and Tree Plantation Drive

SOHBATPUR: The dis-
trict administration of
Sohbatpur organized a
Kashmir Exploitation
Day awareness rally un-
der the leadership of
Deputy Commissioner
Fareeda Tareen to ex-
press solidarity with the
people of Indian-admin-
istered Jammu and Kash-
mir and highlight their
situation.

The rally was at-
tended by the Superin-
tendent of Police, heads
of government depart-

tration officials, repre-
sentatives of civil soci-

ety, teachers, students,

and a large number of

local residents.
Participants carried

banners and placards ex-

pressing support for the
Kashmiri people and
their right to self-deter-
mination.

The procession be-
gan from the Deputy
Commissioner’s Office
and passed through vari-
ous roads before con-
cluding at the city's main
square.

Addressing  the
cathering, speakers said
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir have endured
decades of hardship and
reiterated Pakistan’s

continued moral, diplo-
matic, and political sup-
port for Kashmiris.

At the conclusion
of the event, partici-
pants offered special
prayers for peace, stabil-
ity, Pakistan’s prosper-
ity, unity of the Muslim
world, and for the well-
being of the people of]
Jammu and Kashmir.

As part of the event,
atree was planted under
a plantation campaign to
promote environmental
awareness.

Khetran, District Presi-  tions would influence merit.
dent of the Anj the process. Barkhan news,
Tajiran Rahim Agha The deputy com- Saeed ur Rehman Kakar,

missioner directed the
Assistant Commis-
sioner Barkhan to con-
duct a fresh measure-
ment and verification of
all affected shops in co-
ordination with revenue
officials and concerned

Group, where detailed
discussions were held
regarding the shop cut-
ung issue in Rakhni Ba-

Rakhni Bazaar shop cut-
ting, Barkhan district a
ministration, traders
sues, transparent gover-
nance, Balochistan
news, shop measure-
ment dispute, Pakistan
local inistrati

During the meeting,
traders presented their
concerns regarding the

Loralai Marks Kashmir Exploitation
Day with Flag Hoisting

Ceremony and Solidarity Rally

LORALAI: AKashmir Office and passed tion and restrictions on
Exploitation Day cer- through major roads in fundamental freedoms in
emony was held at the Loralai. Jammu and Kashmir.
Deputy Commissioner's Participants carried He added that the
Office in Loralai under national flags, banners, people of Pakistan stand
the leadership of Deputy  and placards expressing in  solidarity with
ommissioner supportfor the peopleof Kashmiris and would

Muhammad Haseeb JammuandKashmirand continue supporting
Shuja, fealurmg a na- highlighting their right them through peaceful
tional flag-hoisting cer- to self- inati and di ic means.
emony and a solidarity The gathering also Prayers for Peace
rally to mark the occa- called on the interna- and National Unity
sion. tional communitytoplay Other speakers at the

The event was at- an effective role in ad- ceremony also paid trib-
tended by officials from dressing the Kashmir ute to the resilience of
the district administra- dispute through peace- the people of Jammu and
tion, police, various fulandlaslingmean Kashmir and expressed
government depart- Deputy Commis- hope for a peaceful reso-
ments, members of civil  sioner Highlights Impor- lution of the Kashmir
society, and local resi- tance of the Day Ad- dispute in accordance
dents. dressing the ceremony, with relevant interna-

Amon: those Deputy Commissioner tional frameworks.
present were SSP Loralai  Muhammad Haseeb event con-
Dr. Fahad Ahmed, As- Shujareferred tothe de- cluded with special
sistant Commissioner velopments of August 5, prayers for Pakistan’s
Nadeem Akram, and Ad- 2019, when India re- secrity, national unity,
ditional Deputy Com- voked the special consti- economic progress, the
missioner Alt Nawaz. tutional status of Jammu  success of the country's

Following the flag- and Kashmi armed forces, and peace
hoisting ceremony, the He said Pakistan and prosperity for the
national anthem was would continue extend- people of Jammu and
played, and participants  ing political, diplomatic, Kashmir.

Loralai Kashmir Ex-
ploitation Day,
Muhammad Haseeb
Shuja, Kashmir solidar-
ity rally, flag hoisting
céremony, SSP Dr. Fahad
Ahmed,

offered prayers for andmoral support to the
Pakistan’s peace, stabil- people of Jammu and
ity, and the well-being of - Kashmir and reaffirmed
the people of Jammu and ~ support for their interna-

shmir, tionally recognized

Solidarity Rally rights.

Held Across the City A The deputy com-
rally expressing solidar- missioner said the ob-
ity with the people of servance of Kashmir Ex-
Jammu and Kashmir ploitation Day aims to
commenced from the draw global attention to
Deputy Commissioner’s  the human rights situa-

Loralai  news,
Balochistan administra-
tion, Jammu an
‘mir, Pakistan news, Kash-
mir Day observance.
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‘No sovereignty over East Jerusalem’: Dar condemns
Al-Agsa incursions by ‘extremist Israeli settlers’

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Wednesday said that
Israel has no sover-
eignty over East Jerusa-
lem and its holy sites,
condemning the incur-
sions into Al-Agsa
Mosque by “extremist
Israeli settlers™.

Addressing the
ministerial conference in
Amman, Jordan, he said
that the illegal actions of
Israel — the occupying
power in occupied Pal-
estine — continued to
threaten the sanctity
and historical character
of the holy sites in
Jerusalem. “They under-
mine international law,
disregard UN resolu-
tions, and further erode
the prospect of a just,
comprehensive and Tast-
ing peace.”

“Pakistan  con-
demns in the strongest
possible terms the con-
tinued incursions into
Al-Agsa Mosque by ex-
tremist Israeli settlers en-
couraged by senior Is-
raeli ministers and car-
ried out under the pro-
tection of occupying
forces,” FM Dar stated.

By deliberately un-
dermining the religious
and historical status of
Jerusalem, FM Dar
emphasised that Israel
was provoking the sen-
timents of billions of
Muslims across the
globe.

“This appears not
onlyan attempt to under-
mine regional peace, se-
curity and stability but
alsoto drag followers of
various religions into a
wider conflict,” he said,
adding, “We cannot and

must not allow that.”

“Pakistan con-
demns Israeli actions
and provocations in the
strongest  possible
terms,” he said.

He stressed that
there should be no am-
biguity that Israel has
no sovereignty over oc-
cupied East Jerusalem
and its Islamic and
Christian holy sites.

“All measures seek-
ing to alter its character
and status are null and
void and without any le-
gal effect,” he added.

he foreign minis-
ter said Pakistan reaf-
firmed its support for the
historic and special role
played by Jordan and
recognised the Jerusa-
lem Endowment and Al-
Agsa Affairs Depart-
ment, affiliated with the
Jordanian Ministry of
Awqaf and Islamic Af-
fairs, as the legal author-
ity with exclusive juris-
diction over the admin-
istration of Al-Agsa

0sque.

Moreover, FM Dar

said that Pakistan also

remained “deeply con-
cerned” over the con-
tinuous expansion of il-
legal Israeli settlements,
the establishment of new
settlements and the con-
tinued oppression of the
Palesuman people.
hese policies
violate international law
and further entrench an
unlawful occupation.”

In Gaza, he said that
the humanitarian situa-
tion was extremely frag-
ile.

“The ceasefire and
the i i

tive action and should
first reaffirm the protec-
tion of Jerusalem and the
holy sites, demanding an

immediate cessation of | of

all violations against Al-
Agsa Mosque, preser-
vation of the historical
and legal status quo,
and unrestricted access
totheOlanyofJenm»
lem and the holy sites,”
he said.

He said that Arab
and Islamic countries
should also reject “ille-
gal Israeli settiement ac-

f  tivities, at-

o
the elements of the Gaza
Peace Plan have yielded
some improvements;
however, 59pc of the
populauon still faces
food insecurity and
health crises,” FM Dar
said.
Since the ceasefire,
he said that over 1,100
Palestinians had been
killed, which called into
question the full and
faithful implementation
of the (Jaza Peace Plan.
Islamic
counmes musl act with
unity, resolve and collec-

tempts, forced displace-
ments, and demographic
changes in the occupied
Pales(inian territory”.

“We should sup:
port the ful] and fallhful
implementation of the
comprehensive plan to
end the Gaza conflict
and UNSC Resolution
No. 2803,” the foreign
minister said, adding,
“We should also
strengthen Arab and Ts-
lamic coordination and
diplomatic efforts to en-
sure the pmlecuon of
the Kashmiri people.”

Youm-e-Istehsal: Civil, military
leadership reaffirm support for Kashmiris
in I[IOJK, call for UN-backed resolution

NEWS DESK: The
country's civil and mili-
tary leadership on
Wednesday reiterated
its support for the
people of Indian Tlle-
gally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (10JK) on
Youm-e-Istehsal, saying
India’s actions on Au-
Qust5,2019,

to revoke the
region’s special au-
tonomy had not altered
its disputed status and
urging a settlement in
accordance with United
Nations Security Coun-
cil resolutions.

In August, 2019,
India's government re-
voked the special status.
JK and rushed
through a presidential
decree in a bid to fully
integrate its only Mus-
lim-majority region with
the rest of the country,
hours after imposing a
major security
clampdown in the re-
gion. With Article 370
revoked, the Indian Con-
stitution came into full
force in IIOJK, and the
state government lost
its power to decide
which  provisions
should be applied in the
occupied territory.

In a statement is-
sued today, President
Asif Ali Zardari said Pa-
kistan observed Youm-
e-Istehsal Kashmir to re-
affirm its "unwavering
solidarity" with the
people of TIOJK and to
pay tribute to their
“eourage, resilience and
commitment" to what he
described as their
struggle for self-determi-
nation.

He said India's ac- situation and advancing nor diminished the legiti-
tions of August 5, 2019 "a just and peaceful mate asp)rauon of its
“cannot change the le- setilement" of the people", saying instead
gal status ofthe dispute, longstanding that they had "deep-
nor can they weaken the ~ dispute. Prime Minister ~ened repression, under-
resolve of the Kashmiri Shehbaz Sharif, mined fundamental free-
people”, adding that mil- in his message, said dom, and accelerated at-
lions had spent the past Pakistan observed the temps to alter the demo-
seven years living under ~day to remind the world  graphic composition of
severe restrictions af- of the "grave conse- the occupied territory".
fecting every aspect of quences" of India's The prime minister
daily life. legal and unilateral ac- said the continued

The president said tions" of August 5, pression of Kashmiri

Pakxslanwouldcontmue 2019, which he said political leadership, re-
sought to alter the inter- strictions on civil liber-
erymtemalmnal forum" nationally recognised ties and curbs on inde-
until the dispute was re- disputed status of pendentmedia remained
solved in accordance Jammu and Kashmir "in "a matter of serious con-
with UN Security Coun-  flagrant violation of in- cern", while praising the
cil resolutions and "the ternational law and the "courage, resilience and
aspirations of the relevant resolutions of steadfastness" of the
Kashmiri people". He the UN Security Coun- Kashmiri people.
also urged the UN and cil". Calling the dispute
the wider international He said that seven "the principal unre-
community to play a years later the measures ~solved issue affecting
greater rolé in address- had "neither changed peace and stability in
ing the human rights the legal status of [IOJK =~ South Asia".

Delayed AJK poll results hand one
seat each to PML-N, PPP in
Muzaffarabad constituencies

NEWS DESK:The Paki
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) secured one seat
cach as unofficial and
unconfirmed results
from the two constituen-
cies where polling had
been delayed brought
the second phase of the
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) Legislative
Assembly elections toa
close on Tuesday.

The PML-N won
LA-27 Muzaffarabad-I,
while the PPP clinched
LA-28 Muzaffarabad-IL.
According to unofficial
and unconfirmed results
compiled after counting
was_ completed at all

e polling in the
two constituencies was
held on Tuesday after
voting scheduled for
August 2 was post-
poned because adverse
weather conditions di
rupted the transporta-
tion of polling staff and
election material to the
affected areas.

The conclusion of
polling in the two con-
stituencies completed
the electoral process in
the Muzaffarabad Di
sion, where the second
phase of the AJK elec-
tions was held amid
heightened security and
close competition be-
tween the major political
parties.

PML-N wins LA-27
by 298 votes. In LA-27
Muzaffarabad-I, PML-N
candidate Noreen Arif
emerged victorious after
securing 18,919 votes
fromall 197 polling sta-
tions, according to un-
official and unconfirmed
results.

She defeated

Istehkam-e-Pakistan
Party (IPP) candidate
Sardar Tabarak Ali, who

received 18,621 votes,
finishing just 298 votes
behind the PML-N can-
didate. The narrow mar-
gin reflected the closely
contested nature of the
constituency, where the
PML-N, PPP and IPP had
been engaged in a keen
electoral battle.

With all 197 polling
stations reporting re-
sults, the PML-N man-
aged to hold offthe chal-
lenge from the IPP and
secure the constituency.

PPP takes LA-28. In
LA-28 Muzaffarabad-1II,
PPP candidate Bazil Ali
Naqvi secured a deci-
sive victory, polling
28,214 votes against
26, 366 votes obtained by
PML-N  candidate

Chaudhry Shehzad.

According to unof-
ficial and unconfirmed
results from all 174 poll-
ing stations, Naqvi won
the constituency with a
margin of 1,348 votes.
The result ended one of
the most closely
watched contests of the
second phase and gave
the PPP a significant win
in the Muzaffarabad Di-
vision.

The constituency
had already attracted
considerable attention
during the initial polling
on August 2, when ad-
verse weather condi-
tions prevented election
‘material and polling per-
sonnel from reaching
several polling stations
on time.

The Election Com-
mission subsequently
postponed polling in the
affected areas and fixed
Tuesday for the re-
sumed vote.

Weather disrupts
electoral schedule

The delayed polling
followed heavy rain and
adverse weather condi-
tions that disrupted road

links and movement in
parts of the constitu-
ency areas. The Election
Commission decided to
defer polling where the
required election material
and staff could not
reach polling stations in
time. The decision re-
sulted in the two con-
stituencies going to the
polls separately from the
rest of the Muzaffarabad

ivis

Elecuon authorities
subsequently com-
pleted arrangements for
the resumed polling, de-
ploying additional secu-
rity personnel at sensi-
tive polling stations and
ensuring the availability
of election staffand ma-
terial.

o
The Tuesday poll-
ing was conducted un-
der enhanced security
arrangements, with law-
enforcement personnel
deployed to maintain or-
der and facilitate voters.
The completion of
counting in the two de-
layed constituencies
now provides a clearer
picture of the electoral
balance emerging from
the second phase of the
AJK elections.

The results are par-
ticularly significant be-
cause the Muzaffarabad
Division has tradition-
ally remained a politi-
cally competitive region,
‘with the PML-N and PPP
maintaining strong
organisational and elec-
toral networks.

With the PML-N
taking LA-27 and the
PPP winning LA-28, the
two delayed constituen-
cies ended in a split be-
tween the two major par-
ties, adding another di-
mension to the wider
contest over the forma-
tion of the next govern-
ment in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir.

Lahore High Court (LHC) disposes of PTT petition for
rally at Minar-i-Pakistan after DC refuses permission

NEWS DESK: The
Lahore High Court
(LHC) on Wednesday
disposed of a petition
filed by PTI seeking per-
mission to hold a public
rally at Minar-i-Pakistan
after it was informed that
the deputy commis-
sioner had denied the
request.

The PTI an-
nounced it would stage
countrywide protests
today (Wednesday) to
mark three years since
the imprisonment of
party founder Imr-an
Khan and demand his
release, with a gathering
in Peshawar serving as
the centrepiece of its
campaign.

On  Wednesday,

Pakistan, US hold
counter-terrorism

Justice Mirza Vigas Rauf
heard the petition filed
by PTI Lahore President
Mian Akram Usman
seeking permission for
the Minar-i-Pakistan
rally. At the outset of the
hearing, the judge di-
rected a law officer to
seek instructions from
the deputy commis-
sioner.

dialogue, reaffirm
commitment to
combating terrorist groups

NEWS DESK: The
United States and Paki-
stan on Tuesday held
the fourth counter-ter
rorism dialogue in Wash-
ington, reaffirming their
commitment to combat-
ing terrorist groups and
strengthening security
cooperation at a time
when regional tensions
remain hi,

The talks were led
by US Coordinator for
Counterterrorism Am-
bassador  Gregory
LoGerfo and Foreign
Ministry Special Secre-
tary Ambassador Nabeel
Munir, a joint statement
re]eased by the US State

aid

governments  said
posed threats to re-
glonal security.

“The US and Paki-
stan affirmed their joint
resolve to confront ter-
rorist organisations that
endanger the safety of
their citizens and the sta-
bility of the region,” the
statement said.

“The two govern-
ments committed to en-
suring their counter-ter-
rorism collaboration to
keep both of their na-
tions safe and secure,
and as part of an endur-
ing vision of regional
peace, pro;penly, and
stability,” it said.
the For-

“The dialogue un-
derscored shared inter-
ests in the US-Pakistan
counter-terrorism part-
nership and the two
countries determination
to confront terrorism,”
the joint statement said.

“Delegations ex-
changed views on the
current threat environ-
ment, explored avenues
to enhance collabora-
tion, and discussed
steps to strengthen bor-
der security and disrupt
terrorist facilitation net-
works,” it added.

The statement spe-
cifically named ISIS-
Khorasan (ISIS-K), Al
Qacda, the Tehreck-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
and the Balochistan Lib-
eration Army (BLA) and
its affiliates among
organisations that both

eign Office said that the
two sides held “exten-
sive deliberations on the
regional and global ter-
rorist threat and pledged
to deepen counter-ter-
rorism collaboration
both bilaterally and at
multilateral fora™.

The renewed en-
gagement marks a shift
from the difficult period
in US-Pakistan relations
following the with-
drawal of American
forces from Afghanistan
in2021.

Washington had
expressed concerns
over terrorists sanctuar-
ies in the region, while
Islamabad repeatedly
highlighted the security
challenges it faced from
cross-border militancy
and instability in Af-
ghanistan.

When the hearing ist threats in Lahore. a no-objection certifi-
resumed, the law officer Justice Rauf then cate on July 22 seeking
appeared before the asked the petitioner’s permission for the rally,
court, saying the deputy counsel under what law  along with assurances of
commissioner had re- the court, while exercis-  full compliance with se-
jected the petitioner’s ingits jurisdiction under curity, traffic and admin-
application at a high-  Article 199 of the Con- istrative protocols.
level meeting. stitution, could grant He alleged that de-

He argued that per-  permission to hold a spite repeated follow-
mission for the rally public gathering when ups, the deputy
could not be granted in the deputy commis- commissioner’s office
view of potential terror-  sioner had decided the had neither granted nor

+ matter. The judge dis- formally refused the re-
posed of the plea and quest. Instead, he s
advised the lawyer to the deputy commi:
challenge the deputy sioner resorted to delay-
commissioner’s order if ing tactics and adminis-
the petitioner felt ag- trative silence.

grieved, observing that The petitioner ar-
it would be the appropri- gued that this inaction
ate legal remedy. amounted to an indirect

In his petition, the refusal that mmnged on
PTI leader said that he the petitioner’s funda-
submitted a request for mental rights.
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