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Balochistan to Form High-Powered
Committee to Probe Asma Jattak

Case, Home Minister
Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: Balochistan Home
Minister Zia Ullah Langove has
said that the provincial govern-
ment will constitute a High-
Powered Committee to investi-
gate the Asma Jattak case, as
authorities continue efforts to
arrest the accused.

Speaking to Quetta Voice,
Langove said that 12 raids have
so far been conducted as part
of the ongoing investigation and
that law enforcement agencies

are actively pursuing the sus-
pect.

According to the Home
Minister, Asma Jattak was al-
legedly abducted in 2024 by a
tribesman.

She was later freed follow-
ing sustained pressure from the
media and the local community.

Langove further stated that
the accused is believed to have
the support of a local tribal el-
der, which has added complex-
ity to the case.

He said that a few days
ago, the same accused allegedly

killed Asma Jattak’s father.
Langove added that Asma’s
former fiancé had also been
killed earlier, while five to six
members of her family con-
tinue to face threats and pres-
sure.

In a recent emotional ap-
peal, Asma Jattak appeared be-
fore the media holding the Holy
Quran,

calling on the government
and law enforcement agencies
to ensure justice for her family
and provide them with protec-
tion.

The Home Minister told
Quetta Voice that the proposed
High-Powered Committee will
investigate all aspects of the
case to ensure a transparent in-
quiry and that the government
remains committed to bringing
those responsible to justice.

The case has drawn wide-
spread public attention, with
growing demands from civil
society and citizens for the im-
mediate arrest of the accused,
protection of the affected fam-
ily, and a fair and impartial in-
vestigation.

Quetta Traders Call Off August 7-8 Strike After
Government Assurances

ALI HAMZA:

QUETTA: The strike planned
by the traders’ community in
Quetta on August 7 and 8 has
been postponed after success-
ful negotiations between the
Balochistan government and
representatives of the
Anjuman Tajiran Balochistan
(Registered).

The announcement was
made during a joint press con-
ference held at the Quetta
Metropolitan Corporation Of-
fice, attended by Balochistan
Home Minister Mir Ziaullah
Langove,

Deputy Commissioner
Quetta Mehrullah, and
Anjuman Tajiran Balochistan
(Registered) President Abdul
Rahim Agha.

Speaking to the media,
Home Minister Mir Ziaullah
Langove described traders as
an essential pillar of the
economy and said it is the
government’s responsibility to
resolve their legitimate con-
cerns.

He reaffirmed that peace-
ful protest is a constitutional
right of every citizen and ap-
preciated the traders for
choosing dialogue after regis-
tering their protest.

Langove announced that
the provincial government has
constituted a special commit-
tee to address the issues raised

by the business community.
The committee will include

the Deputy Commissioner
Quetta and the Administrator
of Quetta Metropolitan Corpo-
ration, who will work closely

with traders to resolve pend-
ing matters.

President of the Anjuman
Tajiran Balochistan (Regis-
tered), Abdul Rahim Agha, said
the government had assured

the traders that the concerns
of 986 shopkeepers, along with
issues related to Haleem
Plaza,

would be addressed. Fol-
lowing these assurances, he

officially announced the post-
ponement of the planned
strike.

“We have reached a posi-
tive understanding with the
government and hope the trad-

ers’ issues will now be re-
solved,” Agha said.

During the press confer-
ence, the Home Minister reit-
erated that the demands of the
traders are genuine and prom-
ised that the provincial govern-
ment would take practical mea-
sures to resolve them.

Addressing the broader
security situation, Langove
urged the public not to be mis-
led by fake news circulating on
social media.

He said anti-state ele-
ments continue to exploit ev-
ery opportunity to disrupt peace
in Balochistan,

adding that the
government’s priority is to en-
sure the safety of national high-
ways and maintain law and
order across the province.

He warned that authorities
would impose curfews or
launch security operations
wherever necessary to protect
public safety.

Referring to the recent
murder of the father of Asma
Jatak,

Langove confirmed that
law enforcement agencies are
conducting raids to arrest the
suspects involved in the case.

The joint announcement
has eased concerns among
traders and residents, with
business activities in Quetta
expected to continue normally
after the withdrawal of the pro-
posed strike.

Balochistan: Kalat Night
Curfew Announced on
Selected August Dates

Web Desk:

The Kalat district administra-
tion has announced a night cur-
few across the district on se-
lected dates in August to main-
tain law and order amid the pre-
vailing security situation.

According to Deputy
Commissioner Kalat Munir
Ahmed Durrani, the curfew
will remain in force from
10:00pm to 7:00am on August
7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 20,
21, 25 and 26.

Residents have been di-
rected to avoid unnecessary
movement during curfew
hours and cooperate fully with
law enforcement agencies.

The district administration
warned that strict legal action
will be taken against anyone
violating the curfew.

Officials also urged citi-
zens to protect themselves and
their families by complying
with the restrictions.

Meanwhile, the adminis-
tration categorically rejected
social media rumors claiming
that Kalat markets would be
closed from 3:00pm, calling the
reports false and misleading.

Authorities clarified that
no daytime market closure has
been ordered, advising the pub-
lic to rely only on official noti-
fications issued by the district
administration.

Officials further explained
that a traffic police video mes-
sage circulating on social me-
dia relates only to the night cur-
few

timings of 10:00pm to
7:00am and should not be in-
terpreted as an announcement
of daytime market closures.

The Kalat district admin-
istration appealed to residents
to remain vigilant,

avoid spreading unverified
information, and follow official
instructions to help maintain
peace and public safety across
the district.
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The growth-jobs paradox
Ishrat Husain:
THE 2024 upheaval that
toppled Sheikh Hasina’s
government in
Bangladesh, alongside
the youth-led protests
over joblessness in In-
dia,
       point to a shared cri-
sis across South Asia:
strong economic growth
has not translated into
enough good jobs for a
workforce that is more
educated than ever be-
fore.
      As access to school-
ing and universities has
expanded, so have
people’s employment
expectations — expecta-
tions that a narrow job
market has failed to meet,
sparking widespread an-
ger.
      In India, nearly 40
per cent of graduates
under 25 can’t find work;
youth joblessness is
near 29pc.
     Roughly four in five
Indian workers depend
on informal, insecure
employment.

Economic theory
holds that growth hap-
pens as workers shift
from low-output farming
to more productive fac-
tory and service jobs,
and that this shift
should expand labour
demand and shrink job-
lessness.

But India,
Bangladesh and Paki-
stan complicate that
story. India and
Bangladesh have sus-
tained 6-7pc annual
growth for over three
decades;

Pakistan has man-
aged only 3-4pc. Yet,
none of the three has
generated sufficient for-
mal, productive work.
Growth rate alone
doesn’t  explain the
shortfall.

Data from the Cen-
tre for the Study of De-
veloping Societies show
Indian employment ex-
panding just 1.6pc a year
from 2000 to 2012, then
flat-lining from 2012 to
2019 even as GDP kept
climbing.

The type of growth

a country experiences,
not merely its speed, ap-
pears to shape how
many jobs it creates.
India’s economic trans-
formation makes the
point vividly.

Agriculture ac-
counted for 35pc of GDP
in 1990, absorbing 63pc
of the workforce; by
2025, its GDP share had
dropped to 16pc, yet it
still employed about
42pc of workers.

Agricultural pro-
ductivity relative to the
rest of the economy fell
from 0.54 to 0.40 over
this period,

a sign of chronic
underemployment and
surplus labour stuck on
the farm.

M e a n w h i l e ,

economy-wide produc-
tivity nearly quadrupled,
ie, rising incomes came
mostly from efficiency
gains in industry and
modern services, not
new job creation. Work-
ers haven’t left agricul-
ture at the rate that genu-
ine structural change re-
quires.

The outcome is re-
flected in living stan-
dards: CLSA data put
average urban house-
hold income at around
$20,000, and just $3,600
in rural areas.

Part of the problem
is that new, productivity-
boosting technologies
tend to displace low-
skilled workers faster
than emerging industries
can absorb them.

For instance,
India’s IT sector has be-
come a world-class tech
hub, pulling in over $13
billion in venture capital
each year,  spawning
countless start-ups and
unicorns, and generat-
ing some $300bn in an-
nual revenue.

Yet, it employs only
around six mill ion
people, barely 1pc of the
national workforce.

Rapid GDP growth
by itself cannot ensure
enough jobs or social
stability.

The roughly 2,000
global capability centres
set up by MNCs add
only about 2m jobs.
Against this, India’s
labour force grows by
some 12m young people

annually,
including about 1m

engineering graduates,
only half of whom are
considered employable
in their field. Over the
past decade, the IT sec-
tor has added only
about 1m jobs.

India may handle
over 30pc of global
outsourced business-
process work, but this
tech-driven growth has
been skill-intensive, not
job-intensive.

As Indian industry
and services keep climb-
ing the value chain, the
need for unskilled and
semi-skilled labour is set
to shrink further, a trend
that AI,

robotics, and auto-
mation may speed up,

leaving policymakers
with a dilemma: how to
keep India competitive in
technology while gener-
ating enough jobs for
millions of young people
without advanced skills.

As services focus
on finance, IT, e-com-
merce, and other knowl-
edge-heavy fields, older
labour-intensive jobs in
retail and community and
personal services con-
tract.

Agriculture,  the
fallback employer for
surplus labour, offers no
real cure.

Modernising i t
would raise productivity
and rural incomes, but
reform efforts run into
political opposition —
the Modi government’s

three farm laws sparked
mass protests and had
to be repealed.

Even so,  nearly
480m people rely on
farming, a large share of
them underemployed.

Here lies the central
paradox: the more agri-
culture modernises and
mechanises, the fewer
workers it will need,
eroding its role as a
buffer for surplus labour.

Seasonal migration
from poorer states like
Bihar and UP to richer
farming regions may
also taper off as
mechanisation reduces
demand for hired labour.
Briefly, agriculture can’t
continue absorbing new
job-seekers indefinitely.

Beyond the shifting
nature of growth and its
shrinking capacity to
generate jobs, other
structural issues com-
pound youth unem-
ployment:

low participation by
women in the workforce,
premature decline of
manufacturing, growing
inequality, and above
all, a widening gap be-
tween what education
delivers and what em-
ployers need.

India has expanded
higher education dra-
matically: gross tertiary
enrolment is approach-
ing 28pc, with some 45m
students in colleges and
universities.

Yet this growth
hasn’t produced better
job outcomes; millions
of young people remain
out of education, work,
and training.

From 2004 to 2023,
Indian universit ies
turned out around 5m
graduates a year; only
2.8m or so found jobs
annually.

The mismatch be-
tween supply and de-
mand is severe. Between
2014 and 2022, over 220m
applications competed
for just 72,000 central
government position.

The quality gap is
worse than the quantity
gap.

McKinsey research
found only about a quar-

ter of Indian graduates
have globally competi-
tive skills, with another
fifth meeting domestic
hiring standards, leaving
more than half short of
what employers want.

Outmoded syllabi,
rote memorisation and
scant hands-on training
have left  graduates
credentialled but not al-
ways employable.

Educated unem-
ployment stems from
higher education’s dis-
connect with real eco-
nomic needs.

Students, families
and institutions are fix-
ated on degrees and
scores rather than ana-
lytical  thinking and
problem-solving skills.

Universities churn
out graduates in fields
with little market de-
mand; technical and vo-
cational roles go un-
filled.

Government fund-
ing patterns deepen
these imbalances.

Elite schools like
IITs and IIMs receive
outsized public invest-
ment due to their pres-
tige, while the overall
cost of higher education
keeps rising,

forcing families into
major financial sacrifice,
often for degrees that
don’t pay off, as gradu-
ates face long jobless
stretches or settle for
work below their qualifi-
cation level.

The lesson from
South Asia is that rapid
GDP growth by itself
cannot ensure enough
jobs or social stability. It
needs to be more labour-
absorbing,

m a n u f a c t u r i n g
needs new momentum,
agriculture needs to en-
able rather than obstruct
structural change, and
education must build
skills the modern
economy actually de-
mands.

Otherwise, the gap
between growth and
employment will keep
breeding frustration, en-
dangering economic
progress and political
stability in the region.

Plastic in the Womb: Balochistan’s Invisible Health Crisis
By Myra Zahid:
In the dusty plains of
Balochistan, where
drought already strains
farms and families, a

different kind of
threat is moving in qui-
etly. It cannot be seen,
smelled, or stopped at
the door.

It is microplastics,
plastic fragments smaller
than five millimeters, and
they are now turning up
in the air we breathe, the
soil we farm, and even
inside newborn babies.

Microplastics form
when plastic waste
breaks down under sun,
heat, and friction.

They have been
found almost every-
where scientists have
looked: household dust,
farmland, drinking water,
vegetables, and human
tissue.

The United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) estimates that
the average person eats
and breathes in roughly
39,000 to 52,000
microplastic particles
every year.In 2019, a glo-
bal study commissioned
by WWF International
made headlines when it
calculated that people
may be ingesting close
to a credit card’s worth
of plastic every week.
The Express Tribune
carried the story for Pa-
kistani readers, a re-
minder that this is not a
distant problem, but one
already inside our food
and water.

Pakistan’s
Plastic

Problem

Pakistan generates
an estimated 6.41 million
tons of plastic waste a
year, according to the
UN Development
Programme (UNDP),
with the vast majority
never properly col-
lected or recycled. The

World Wide Fund
for Nature (WWF) says
86 percent of the
country’s plastic waste
is mismanaged,

left in open dumps,
burned, or washed into
rivers and the sea. That
puts Pakistan among the

world’s worst plastic
polluters.

When this waste
breaks down in open
dumps, fields, and gut-
ters, it does not disap-
pear. It fragments

into microplastics
that drift into the air or
sink into the soil, even-
tually working their way
into the crops we eat.

Mothers and
Babies at Risk

The most alarming
discoveries are happen-
ing before birth. In 2020,

scientists in Italy found
microplastics inside

the human placenta for
the first time, proof that
plastic particles can pass
from a pregnant mother
to her unborn child.
Since then, researchers
have also found
microplastics in human
breast milk.

According to expo-
sure data reported in the
Journal of the Pakistan
Medical Association
(JPMA),

microplastics can
carry toxic chemicals

such as BPA and phtha-
lates, both known to dis-
rupt hormones.

These chemicals are
linked to low birth
weight and long-term
developmental risks in
children.

In Pakistan, a 2024
study by the University
of Karachi’s Institute of
Marine Science found

microplastics in the
breast milk of lactating
mothers in fishing com-
munities along the
Karachi coast,

where seafood is

eaten almost daily. No
equivalent study has yet
been done in
Balochistan, but the

risk factors are famil-
iar here too: communi-
ties along the Gwadar,
Pasni, and Ormara coast-
line depend

just as heavily on
the sea, while facing
even thinner access to
maternal and child
healthcare.

What Can Be
Done

There are practical

defenses.  Lab tests
show that fine water fil-
ters (around 0.2 microns,
such as certified reverse-
osmosis systems) can
remove 94 to 100 per-
cent of plastic particles
from drinking

water.
Balochistan’s Agri-

culture Department is al-
ready distributing seeds
for home gardening.
Families

growing their own
vegetables on terraces
or small plots, using
compost instead of plas-
tic mulch, can

cut their exposure
while also improving
food security.

Small daily habits
help too: choosing cloth
bags and glass or metal
bottles over plastic,
never heating

food in plastic con-
tainers, and never burn-
ing plastic waste, which
releases microplastics
and toxic fumes directly
into the air.

A Policy Gap,
and a Climate

Connection
Experts say

microplastic pollution
needs to be treated as
both an environmental
and a public health

issue. That means
enforcing waste man-
agement laws, banning
single-use plastics and
plastic

mulching in farm-
ing, and monitoring
microplastics in soil, air,
and food, something
Pakistan currently does
very little of.

Climate change is
making the problem

worse.
Rising heat speeds

up plastic breakdown,
drought driven dust
storms carry particles
further through the air,
and floods wash plastic
waste into farmland and
waterways. Protecting
mothers and children
from microplastics is, in
that sense, also a matter
of climate justice.

Pakistan’s progress
on the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals is
already behind: official
data shows

reliable figures exist
for less than 10 percent
of SDG indicators na-
tionally, and only 7 per-
cent for

B a l o c h i s t a n .
Microplastics sit at the
intersection of two of
those goals, SDG 13 (Cli-
mate Action) and

SDG 3 (Good Health
and Well-being), yet re-
main almost entirely un-
measured here.

The Bottom
Line

Microplastics are
invisible, but the risk
they carry is not. In a
province already facing
drought, poverty,

and stretched
healthcare, this is a
threat reaching the next
generation before it is
even born.

Water fi l t ra t ion,
home gardens, and less
plastic use can help right
now. But lasting protec-
tion will need
realmonitoring, enforced
policy, and research —
starting with the studies
Balochistan still doesn’t
have.
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Loralai Security Review: District Intelligence Coordination
Committee Strengthens Measures Ahead of National Events

Quetta Administration Reviews
Independence Day Decoration

Plans for Public and Private Buildings

120 Female Students Graduate from Healthcare Skills
Training Program in Gwadar as Second Phase Begins

Balochistan Literacy Rate Rises by 7%, 768,000 Children
Return to School, Says Governor Mandokhail

Governor Announces Rs50,000 Cash Award for Top 10 Healthcare Skills Trainees;
Says 10 Danish Schools Will Transform Education Across Balochistan

Balochistan Demands Resolution of Jacobabad
Disputed Drain Issue, Rejects Additional Sindh

Water Without Mutual Agreement

Hub: 2.5-Kilometer Main Dariji
Road to Sakran Completed in

Record Time, Improving
Connectivity and Economic Growth

GWADAR: In line with
the Balochistan
government's vision of
equipping students with
quality education and
practical skills, the Dis-
trict Education Depart-
ment Gwadar, in collabo-
ration with the Educa-
tion Support Program
(ESP), UNICEF, and the
European Union, has
successfully completed
the first phase of the
Skills Education
Healthcare Center train-
ing program at Govern-
ment Girls High School

Green Gwadar Movement: A
Shared Responsibility for a Cleaner,

Greener, and Sustainable Future

QUETTA: In prepara-
tion for Pakistan's 79th
Independence Day, the
Quetta district adminis-
tration held a coordina-
tion meeting to review
arrangements for deco-
rating and illuminating
government and private
buildings across the
provincial capital.

The meeting was
chaired by Assistant
Commissioner (City)

During the session,
the Assistant Commis-
sioner instructed all par-
ticipating departments
and institutions to deco-
rate their respective
buildings with national
flags, decorative light-
ing, and patriotic dis-
plays in accordance with
the guidelines issued by
the Government of
Balochistan.

Officials empha-

rations reflecting the
spirit of Pakistan's Inde-
pendence Day celebra-
tions.

The district admin-
istration reiterated its
commitment to coordi-
nating with all relevant
departments to ensure
the successful obser-
vance of Independence
Day and encourage pub-
lic participation in the
national celebrations.

Quetta Muhammad
Ameer Hamza under the
directives of the Govern-
ment of Balochistan and
Deputy Commissioner
Quetta Mehrullah
Badini.

Representa tives
from the Education De-
partment, PTCL, NTC,
Serena Hotel, various
banks, and other public
and private organiza-
tions attended the meet-
ing.

sized that all prepara-
tions should be com-
pleted well before Au-
gust 14 to ensure that In-
dependence Day is cel-
ebrated with enthusi-
asm, patriotism, and na-
tional pride.

The meeting also
highlighted the impor-
tance of creating a vi-
brant festive atmo-
sphere across Quetta,
with illuminated build-
ings and national deco-

Quetta Indepen-
dence Day, August 14
celebrations, Quetta ad-
ministration, Govern-
ment of Balochistan,
Assistant Commis-
sioner Muhammad
Ameer Hamza, Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Mehrullah Badini, Inde-
pendence Day decora-
tions, Pakistan Indepen-
dence Day 2026, Quetta
city news, national cel-
ebrations Pakistan.

HUB: The Balochistan
Communications and
Works (C&W) Depart-
ment has successfully
completed the construc-
tion of the 2.50-kilome-
ter Main Dariji Road
from Mamu Hotel to
Sakran in a record
timeframe, marking an-
other significant mile-
stone in the province's
infrastructure develop-
ment efforts.

The project was
completed under the
special directives of Pro-
vincial  Minister for
Communications and
Works Mir Saleem
Ahmed Khoso, with
guidance from Secretary
Communications and
Works Babar Khan, and
under the supervision of
Executive Engineer
Roads, Hub District,
Abdul Wahab Zehri.

According to the
C&W Department, the
timely completion of the
road reflects effective
planning, strong admin-
istrative leadership, and
adherence to high con-
struction standards.

The newly com-
pleted road is expected
to provide residents with
safer, smoother, and
more reliable transporta-
tion, while also improv-
ing access between lo-

cal communities.
Officials said the

improved road network
will  facili tate easier
movement of people and
goods, stimulate com-
mercial activities, and
contribute to the social
and economic develop-
ment of Hub District.

The enhanced con-
nectivity is also ex-
pected to benefit busi-
nesses, commuters, and
surrounding communi-
ties by reducing travel
time and improving ac-
cessibility.

The department
emphasized that the
project was executed in
accordance with all pre-
scribed engineering
specifications and tech-
nical requirements.

Authorities main-
tained strict oversight
throughout the con-
struction process to en-
sure quality, transpar-
ency, and long-term du-
rability, enabling the de-
livery of sustainable in-
frastructure for the pub-
lic. Speaking on the oc-
casion, departmental of-
ficials credited the suc-
cessful completion of
the project to the devel-
opment vision of Provin-
cial Minister Mir Saleem
Ahmed Khoso and the
effective leadership of

Secretary C&W Babar
Khan, stating that the
department remains
committed to ensuring
the timely execution of
development schemes
across the province.

They further reaf-
firmed that the Commu-
nications and Works
Department in Hub Dis-
trict will continue imple-
menting public welfare
projects with the same
level of professionalism
and dedication.

The department
pledged to further en-
hance its performance
by ensuring the timely
and high-quality
completion of future in-
frastructure projects,
supporting Hub's devel-
opment, economic pros-
perity, and improved
public services in line
with the Government of
Balochistan's broader
development vision.

Hub road project,
Main Dariji Road, Sakran
Road construction,
Balochistan Communi-
cations and Works De-
partment, Mir Saleem
Ahmed Khoso, Babar
Khan, Abdul Wahab
Zehri, Hub infrastructure
d e v e l o p m e n t ,
Balochistan road
projects, public infra-
structure Pakistan.

GWADAR: A clean,
green, and environmen-
tally friendly city is the
hallmark of a progres-
sive society.

Trees, effective
waste management, and
a healthy environment
not only enhance the
beauty of urban areas
but also contribute to
public health, economic
growth, and sustainable
development.

Recognizing this,
the Government of
Balochistan has placed
environmental protec-
tion, afforestation, sani-
tation, and sustainable
urban development at
the heart of its develop-
ment agenda to ensure a
healthier and greener fu-
ture for coming genera-
tions.

Trees are among
nature's greatest gifts.
They produce oxygen,
reduce air pollution,
regulate temperatures,
improve rainfall pat-
terns, prevent soil ero-
sion, and provide habi-
tat for birds and wildlife.

As the world faces
the growing challenges
of climate change, tree
plantation is no longer
just a social activity—it
has become an environ-
mental necessity.

Gwadar, the eco-
nomic gateway of Paki-
stan, a strategic hub of
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC),
and a focal point for in-
ternational investment,

is undergoing rapid ur-
ban and industrial devel-
opment. Alongside this
growth, environmental
conservation has be-
come equally important.
Given Gwadar's hot and
arid climate, large-scale
plantation is essential to
reduce heat, improve air
quality, and create a
healthier urban environ-
ment.

Environmental ex-
perts believe that trans-
forming Gwadar into a
truly green city will re-
quire the planting of
hundreds of thousands
of trees—a goal that
cannot be achieved by
government institutions
alone.  Active public par-
ticipation is indispens-
able. Keeping this na-
tional need in view, the

Green Gwadar Move-
ment was launched to
transform the city into a
greener, cleaner, and
more environmentally
sustainable urban center.

Under this initiative,
extensive tree plantation
campaigns are being
carried out along road-
sides, in parks, educa-
tional institutions, gov-
ernment offices, coastal
areas, cemeteries, and
other public spaces.

The campaign also
places strong emphasis
on cleanliness, beautifi-
cation, and promoting an
environmentally respon-
sible civic culture.

However, environ-
mental protection is not
limited to planting trees.
Ensuring their survival
is equally important.

JACOBABAD: A high-
level delegation from the
Government of
Balochistan held talks
with officials in
Jacobabad to address
the long-standing dis-
pute over the Jacobabad
drainage channel (Sam
Drain) connecting Sindh
and Balochistan, em-
phasizing that no con-
struction work within
Balochistan's territory
will be permitted until the
province's concerns are
fully addressed.

The meeting was
held at the Deputy Com-
missioner Office,
Jacobabad, under the
chairmanship of Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r

Jacobabad Shahzad
Ahmed Sahi, following
directives from Commis-
sioner Nasirabad Divi-
sion Salahuddin Naurzai
aimed at resolving the

inter-provincial drainage
dispute through dia-
logue.

The Balochistan
delegation included
Deputy Commissioner

Jaffarabad Khalid Khan,
Deputy Commissioner
Sohbatpur Fareeda
Tareen, Superintending
Engineer Irrigation Circle
Mudassir Zafar Khosa,

Assistant Commis-
sioner Sohbatpur
Saifuddin Khosa, Sub-
Divisional Officers
Amanullah Gajani, Abid
Ali Khosa, Imtiaz Ali
Khosa, and other senior
officials.

During the meeting,
officials from the Sindh
Irrigation Department
delivered a detailed
briefing on the disputed
Jacobabad drainage
project.

P r e s e n t i n g
Balochistan's position,
Deputy Commissioners
Khalid Khan and
Fareeda Tareen, along
with Superintending En-
gineer Mudassir Zafar
Khosa.

Shambay Ismail ,
Gwadar. A total of 120 fe-
male students success-

fully completed the first
phase of the healthcare
skills training program,

while the second phase
has officially com-
menced with a new batch
of participants.

Medical Superin-
tendent of Mir Abdul
Ghafoor Kalmati Teach-
ing Hospital, Dr. Hafeez
Baloch, said the initia-
tive provides an eight-
month comprehensive
healthcare training
course for female stu-
dents from Grades 7 to
9.  The curriculum in-
cludes First Aid, Emer-
gency Response, Health
and Safety, Basic Patient

Care, and other essen-
tial clinical and practical
healthcare skills.

He explained that
the program combines
both theoretical  and
practical training, ensur-
ing that students de-
velop the confidence
and competence to re-
spond effectively and re-
sponsibly during medi-
cal emergencies. Ac-
cording to the program,
students who complete
the eight-month training
will sit for an examination
conducted.

QUETTA: Balochistan
Governor Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has hailed a
7 percent increase in the
province's overall lit-
eracy rate and the return
of 768,000 out-of-school
children to classrooms
as one of the most sig-
nificant achievements of
the Balochistan Educa-
tion Department.

Addressing a cer-
emony organized by the
Directorate of Education
Schools Balochistan in
collaboration with
UNICEF, Governor
Mandokhail said the es-
tablishment of 10 Danish
Schools across the prov-
ince under the Prime
Minister's Education
Program would bring
about an educational
transformation by ex-
panding access to qual-
ity education and creat-
ing brighter opportuni-
ties for the youth of
Balochistan.

During the cer-
emony, the Governor
also announced a cash
award of Rs50,000 each
for the Top 10 learners
who demonstrated out-
standing performance in
the Healthcare Skills
Training Program, in rec-
ognition of their aca-
demic excellence and
practical achievements.

The event was at-
tended by Provincial
Education Minister
Raheela Hameed Khan
Durrani, Mir Asim Kurd
Gello, Member of the
National Assembly
Jamal Shah Kakar, Parlia-
mentary Secretary
Barkat Rind, Member of
the Provincial Assembly
Kulsoom Niaz,  Vice
Chancellor of Bolan Uni-
versity of Medical and
Health Sciences Dr.
Shabbir Lehri, Educa-
tion Secretary Lal Jan
Jaffar,

Principal Secretary
to the Governor Abdul
Nasir Dautani, and rep-
resentatives of UNICEF,
including Sehrish Nagi,
Shazia,

Ift ikhar Shah,
Naqeebullah Khalji, and
Noorullah Watan Dost.

Governor Praises
Skills Development Ini-
t iative Governor
Mandokhail commended
the joint efforts of
UNICEF, the Education
Department, and Bolan
University of Medical
and Health Sciences
(BUMHS) for success-
fully implementing the
Healthcare Skills Train-
ing Program.

He emphasized that
skills development has
become one of the most
pressing needs of the
modern era, adding that
educational institutions
must equip students with
practical competencies
alongside academic
knowledge.

I am pleased that
Bolan University of
Medical and Health Sci-
ences has introduced

various diploma pro-
grams in healthcare and
medical sciences, and
these initiatives are al-
ready producing highly
encouraging results," he
said.

Proposal for 1,000-
Bed Teaching Hospital
and Technical Univer-
sity Highlighting his vi-
sion for higher educa-
tion and healthcare, the
Governor said he is ac-
tively pursuing the es-
tablishment of a 1,000-
bed state-of-the-art hos-
pital and a Technical
University near Kuch
Road on the outskirts of
Quetta.

He said the pro-
posed institution would
provide world-class
training in healthcare,
engineering, information
technology, and other

emerging disciplines,
enabling young people
to acquire internation-
ally competitive skills.

The Governor also
stressed that skills de-
velopment should be-
come an integral part of
the formal education
curriculum, ensuring
that graduates are
equipped with practical
expertise needed for em-
ployment and national
development.

Focus on Modern
Education Governor
Mandokhail reiterated
that improving educa-
tional standards remains
one of the provincial
government's highest
priorities.

He said expanding
access to quality educa-
tion, promoting techni-
cal and vocational learn-
ing, and investing in hu-
man capital are essential
for building a prosper-
ous and competitive
Balochistan.

Provincial Educa-
tion Minister Raheela
Hameed Khan Durrani
and Vice Chancellor Dr.
Shabbir Lehri also ad-
dressed the ceremony,
highlighting the impor-
tance of integrating
healthcare and technical
skills into mainstream
education.

LORALAI: A high-level
meeting of the District
Intelligence Coordina-
tion Committee (DICC)
was held in Loralai un-
der the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Captain (Retd.)
Muhammad Haseeb
Shuja, where senior civil,
military, intelligence,
and law enforcement of-
ficials reviewed the
district's overall security
situation and adopted a
series of measures to
strengthen public safety.

The meeting was
attended by SSP Dr.
Fahad Ahmed, Major
Kamran, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Ismail
Mengal, representatives
of intelligence agencies,
and officials from vari-
ous security and law en-
forcement institutions.

Comprehensive Re-
view of Security Situa-
tion Participants con-
ducted a detailed assess-
ment of the law and or-
der situation, security
threats, protection of
sensitive government
installations, and pre-
paredness for upcoming
national events.

Intelligence agen-
cies presented updated
threat assessments, fol-
lowing which authori-
ties directed all relevant
departments to further
strengthen security ar-
rangements by review-
ing police deployment,
weapons, and opera-
tional resources.

The forum also em-
phasized closer coordi-
nation with the Frontier
Corps (FC), conducting
joint security exercises
for sensitive installa-
tions, and completing a
comprehensive security
audit of all key govern-
ment facilities across the
district at the earliest.

Focus on Border
Security, Smuggling,
and Illegal Activities
The committee reviewed

the ongoing repatriation
process of illegal Afghan
nationals and agreed to
make the process more
effective.

Participants also
decided to intensify op-
erations against illegal
cannabis cultivation,
continue coordinated
anti-smuggling opera-
tions, ensure the secure
transportation of miner-
als, and strengthen secu-
rity for workers and
heavy machinery en-
gaged in development
projects in remote areas.

Restrictions on Ex-
plosives and Urea Fertil-
izer to Continue Consid-
ering the prevailing se-
curity situation, the com-
mittee decided to main-
tain the existing ban on
the transportation and

use of explosive materi-
als for blasting pur-
poses.

Officials also di-
rected strict enforce-
ment of the Government
of Balochistan Home
Department's ban on the
sale, transportation, and
distribution of urea fer-
tilizer until further or-
ders.

The meeting further
resolved to continue in-
discriminate action
against illegal arms deal-
ers and eliminate unau-
thorized weapons trade
throughout the district.

Enhanced Security
for Public Institutions
The forum instructed
authorit ies to
strengthen security ar-
rangements for courts,
judicial officers, hospi-

tals, universities, col-
leges, schools, and other
sensitive public institu-
tions.

Educational institu-
tions were directed to
prepare comprehensive
security plans for na-
tional events and main-
tain close coordination
with law enforcement
agencies.

New Guidelines for
Public Gatherings The
committee decided that
no rallies, processions,
or large public gather-
ings would be permitted
without an approved se-
curity plan, adequate
protective arrange-
ments, and a formal un-
dertaking by organizers
accepting responsibility
for compliance with se-
curity protocols.
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Leaders from all political parties have voiced deep
concern over the deteriorating law and order situation across
Balochistan.
They highlighted that rising violence, extortion, and
security threats continue to disrupt daily life, local businesses,
and governance.
The leadership urged both federal and provincial
authorities to take immediate, concrete steps  to restore state
writ and protect citizens.

Bodies of Nirmal Purja, 4 other climbers airlifted to
Skardu after Broad Peak avalanche

NEWS DESK: Bodies of
five more international
climbers,  including
world-renowned British-
Nepali Nirmal Purja,
have been airlifted to
Skardu after they were
killed in an avalanche on
Broad Peak, the Alpine
Club of Pakistan (ACP)
said on Thursday.

The avalanche
struck on July 30, cut-
ting off contact with the
10-member international
expedition led by 43-
year-old Purja on Broad
Peak, one of the world’s
highest mountains. His
company confirmed
there were no survivors.

“Following one of
the most technically de-
manding recovery op-
erations on Broad Peak,
the Alpine Club of Paki-
stan confirms that the
bodies of Nirmal Purja,
Wang Zhong, Nima
Sherpa, Gyalu Sherpa,
and Killi Pemba “Kilu”
Sherpa have been trans-
ported to Skardu CMH
Hospital by helicopter,”
ACP said in its state-
ment on Thursday.

“Following neces-
sary procedures and
documentation, they will
be transferred to
Islamabad,” it said, add-
ing that they have been
prepared for repatriation
to their respective home
countries under special
arrangements.

ACP Secretary
General Ayaz Shigri told
Dawn that so far, seven
bodies have been recov-
ered and airlifted to
Skardu. The search op-
eration continues for the
eighth day as Pakistani
mountaineer Sohail
Sakhi and American Sa-

rah Mallory Geis remain
missing.

Shigri said remains
believed to belong to
Geis had been airlifted
on Saturday along with
bodies of two other
climbers, but her body
has still not been found.

The body of
Nawang Thindu Sherpa
was spotted but could
not be recovered due to

its location in a high-al-
titude, avalanche-prone
area, Naila Kiani of the
ACP told Dawn.

A Pakistan Army
helicopter on Thursday
brought the five bodies
to Skardu, where they
were received by ACP,
Baltistan Commissioner
Kamal Khan, army offic-
ers, civil administration
officials, the tourism de-
partment, the district ad-
ministration and local
representatives.

The participants
paid tribute to the de-
ceased climbers, ac-
knowledged their contri-

butions and expressed
their condolences to the
bereaved families.

Later, all the bodies
were transferred to the
Combined Military Hos-
pital (CMH) in Skardu,
where the necessary le-
gal formalities, docu-
mentation and identifi-
cation procedures were
completed, ACP said.

The bodies were

then placed in coffins,
each draped with the
national flag of the re-
spective country before
being accorded an offi-
cial farewell with state
honours.

Officials said that
the search and rescue
operation was carried
out under extremely
challenging conditions.
They praised the excep-
tional efforts of the lo-
cal high-altitude porters,
rescue personnel and
mountaineers who took
part in the operation, and
also commended the res-
cue team’s professional-

ism and dedication.
“Pakistan Army, lo-

cal rescue teams and rel-
evant agencies are par-
ticipating in the search
and rescue operation,
and the search for the re-
maining missing moun-
taineers is continuing
using all possible re-
sources,” the ACP state-
ment noted.

The bodies of Purja,

PM’s Aide Mubarak Zeb Urges PMDC to
Immediately Allocate MBBS/BDS Seats for

Balochistan and Ex-FATA Students

Wang, Nima Sherpa and
Kili Pemba Sherpa had
been recovered on Sun-
day and airlifted to the
base camp on Wednes-
day. Previously, Gyalu
Sherpa’s body had also
been shifted to base
camp.

The five bodies
could not be immedi-
ately moved from the
base camp of Broad Peak
as helicopter service
was needed to airlift
them, but bad weather
had created difficulties
in the transfer.

The bodies of two
other climbers, identified

IHC reserves order on pleas against Imran, Bushra’s
alleged solitary confinement

NEWS DESK: The
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Thursday re-
served its order on peti-
tions seeking to declare
the alleged solitary con-
finement of PTI founder
Imran Khan and his
spouse Bushra Bibi ille-
gal after hearing detailed
arguments from both
sides.

Justice Khadim
Hussain Soomro ob-
served that the court
would issue an order af-
ter examining the record
and directed the parties
to submit in writing any
judgments they wished
to rely on.

During the hearing,
Adiala Jail Superinten-
dent Sajid Baig,
Islamabad Advocate
General Naveed Hayat
Malik and counsel for
the petitioners Barrister
Salman Safdar appeared
before the court.

The advocate gen-
eral argued that the pe-
titions were not main-
tainable and maintained
that neither Imran nor
Bushra had been kept in
solitary confinement. He
said the prison authori-
ties had instead pro-
vided them with facilities
exceeding those avail-
able to B-class prison-
ers.

He submitted that,
owing to security con-
siderations arising from
Imran’s political profile,

he had been housed
separately from other in-
mates, but such arrange-
ments could not be
termed solitary confine-
ment. The jail authori-
ties, he added, had com-
plied with previous court
directions by providing
newspapers, books and
other facilities.

Justice Soomro
questioned the nature of
the security arrange-
ments and asked
whether Imran had been
extended B-class facili-
ties.

The advocate gen-
eral replied that he was

500 books so far, besides
daily newspapers.

He said the PTI
founder was not con-
fined to a single cell for
24 hours, explaining that
he had access to a com-
pound comprising
seven cells where he
could move freely during
the day.

He further con-
tended that the concept
of solitary confinement
required a prisoner to re-
main locked in a cell con-
tinuously, which was not
the case.

The advocate gen-
eral further argued that

prayed for in their peti-
tions.

Barrister Salman
Safdar disputed the
government’s stance,
arguing that his clients
were effectively being
subjected to prolonged
isolation amounting to
mental torture.

Referring to his
meeting with Imran ear-
lier this year on the Su-
preme Court’s direc-
tions,

he said his client
had complained of dete-
riorating eyesight, re-
stricted access to law-
yers, political colleagues

tions with his legal team.
According to the

counsel, a 65-minute
meeting arranged in
April following the inter-
vention of the IHC chief
justice was the first
meaningful consultation
after several months,
during which most of the
discussion centred on
the alleged mental dis-
tress caused by prison
conditions.

Justice Soomro
asked whether the peti-
tioner had supported the
allegations through an
affidavit. Barrister Safdar
replied that he intended
to address every aspect
of the case through his
arguments.

The counsel re-
quested the court to ap-
point a panel of lawyers
to inspect prison condi-
tions, allow weekly tele-
phone conversations
between Imran Khan
and his two sons, facili-
tate regular meetings
with lawyers and family
members, and direct the
authorities to permit
Imran Khan and Bushra
Bibi to spend time to-
gether in accordance
with prison rules.

During the proceed-
ings, books sent by
Imran’s family for deliv-
ery to the prison were
produced before the
court, prompting Justice
Soomro to seek the list
of the books.

receiving facilities even
better than those pre-
scribed for B-class pris-
oners.

S up er in te nd en t
Sajid Baig informed the
court that Imran had
been provided more than

neither any court nor
any competent author-
ity had ordered solitary
confinement for either
Imran Khan or Bushra
Bibi, and that the peti-
tioners could not seek
relief beyond what was

and family members, and
an inadequate supply of
books.

He told the court
that despite facing more
than 300 criminal cases,
Imran had not been al-
lowed regular consulta-

PMDC Reschedules MDCAT
2026 to September 20 on Prime

Minister’s Directions
Syed Muhammad

Yaseen
ISLAMABAD: The Pa-
kistan Medical and Den-
tal Council (PMDC) has
officially rescheduled
the Medical and Dental
College Admission Test
(MDCAT) 2026 from
August 16, 2026, to Sep-
tember 20, 2026, follow-
ing the directions of the
Prime Minister of Paki-
stan.

According to an of-
ficial notification issued
on August 6, 2026, the
decision applies to all
MDCAT 2026 candi-
dates across Pakistan.
PMDC stated that the
postponement has been
made in the best public
interest to ensure the
smooth, secure, and
transparent conduct of
the nationwide medical
entrance examination.

The regulatory
body clarified that all
other terms, conditions,
examination arrange-

ments, and admission
procedures will remain
unchanged unless fur-
ther notified. Candidates
have been advised to
regularly check the offi-
cial PMDC website and
its communication chan-
nels for updates regard-
ing the MDCAT 2026
exam schedule,

cooperation of stu-
dents, parents, universi-
ties, and other stake-
holders, while regretting
any inconvenience
caused by the revised
examination date.

The MDCAT 2026
is Pakistan’s mandatory
entrance examination for
admissions to MBBS

 test centres, and
other important instruc-
tions.

PMDC also ex-
pressed appreciation for
the understanding and

and BDS programmes,
with thousands of aspir-
ing medical and dental
students expected to
appear in the test nation-
wide.

Health Desk
ISLAMABAD: Minister
of State for Tribal Affairs
Mubarak Zeb has for-
mally urged the Pakistan
Medical and Dental
Council (PMDC) to im-
mediately issue the
long-awaited MBBS and
BDS seat allocation for
students from
Balochistan and erst-
while FATA under the
Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) Phase-III
Scholarship Project for
the 2025-26 academic
session.

According to an of-
ficial letter dated August
6, 2026, addressed to the
President of PMDC,
Mubarak Zeb expressed
concern over the pro-
longed delay in the allo-
cation of medical and
dental seats, describing
the matter as urgent and
critical for hundreds of
deserving students.

The letter states
that the Ministry has re-
mained in continuous
coordination with
PMDC over the past
several months, repeat-
edly emphasizing the
need to finalize the seat
allocation without fur-
ther delay. It warns that
the prolonged process
has created uncertainty,
anxiety, and distress

among talented stu-
dents from Balochistan
and erstwhile FATA,
many of whom are await-
ing admissions through
the HEC Phase-III schol-
arship programme.

Mubarak Zeb noted
that with the academic
year nearing its conclu-
sion, any additional de-
lay could result in stu-
dents losing an entire
academic session, affect-
ing their educational fu-
ture. Highlighting the
broader significance of
the initiative, he de-
scribed the allocation of
medical seats as an im-
portant step toward na-
tional integration, equal
educational opportuni-
ties, and youth empow-

erment in historically
underserved regions. He
stressed that timely ad-
missions would
strengthen public confi-
dence in national insti-
tutions and promote ac-
cess to higher education
for deserving candi-
dates. The Minister re-
quested PMDC to issue
the formal notification
for MBBS and BDS seat
allocation at the earliest
and communicate the fi-
nalized merit and college-
wise allocations to the
Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) and the
relevant provincial au-
thorities, enabling HEC
to complete the nomina-
tion process without fur-
ther delay.

Islamabad ATC extends former senator Mushtaq Ahmad's
physical remand by four days

NEWS DESK:An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) in
Islamabad on Thursday
extended former Senator
Mushtaq Ahmad and a
co-accused, Daniyal,
physical remand in po-
lice custody for a further
four days in connection
with a case registered
over a protest related to
Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK).

The accused were
produced before Duty
Judge Abdul Ghafoor
after completing a three-
day physical remand
granted on August 3,
when the court rejected
the prosecution's re-
quest for a 30-day re-
mand.

Prosecutors had ar-
gued that investigators
needed additional cus-
tody to recover a vehicle
and weapons allegedly
linked to the case. Police
registered the case at
Islamabad's Shalimar
Police Station.

During the hearing,
the prosecution re-
quested a 30-day physi-
cal remand, arguing that
investigators had yet to
recover a vehicle and
weapons allegedly
linked to the case. "Re-
covery of a vehicle and
weapons from the ac-
cused is still pending,"
the prosecution told the
court.

After hearing the ar-
guments,  the court
granted a further four-
day physical remand in-

stead of the 30 days sought
by the prosecution.

Last week, Ahmad's team
alleged he had been detained
for more than 24 hours after
being denied entry into AJK
by security personnel, claim-
ing his detention was linked
to his support for the ongoing
protests in the region.

During a press confer-
ence after his release from al-
leged detention, Ahmad an-
nounced a condolence, soli-
darity and peace gathering for
AJK, inviting members of the
public, student organisations,

journalists and
Kashmiris living in
Islamabad to attend
the event at F-10
Markaz.

According to
an earlier statement
issued on his X ac-
count, the former

senator was travelling to
AJK on Tuesday "carry-
ing white flags to ex-
press solidarity with the
innocent people of
Kashmir who have lost
loved ones due to vio-
lence by security
forces".


