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Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Türkiye have entered a new chapter in their strategic relationship.

File photo: Security personnel stand alert in Balochistan

Pakistan’s transport sector to face major disruption as the All
Pakistan Transport and Open Loaders Transport  Alliance

announce nationwide transport strike. Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Türkiye Sign
Historic Defence Pact to Expand
Strategic Military Cooperation

News Desk:

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia and Türkiye have
entered a new chapter in their
strategic relationship by sign-
ing a landmark trilateral de-
fence pact aimed at strength-
ening military cooperation, en-
hancing regional security and
expanding collaboration in de-
fence technology, training and
joint operations.

The agreement builds on
decades of close defence ties
among the three countries.

Pakistan has long been a key
defence partner of Saudi
Arabia, providing military
training, technical expertise
and operational support to the
Kingdom’s armed forces for
several decades.

Pakistan and Türkiye have
also maintained a robust mili-
tary partnership, regularly con-
ducting joint exercises, ex-
changing warships and train-
ing aircraft, and working to-
gether on defence production
and technology.

The trilateral defence pact
is expected to deepen coop-

eration in intelligence sharing,
military training, defence in-
dustries, counterterrorism, air
and naval coordination, and
strategic planning, further
strengthening the collective
security framework of the
three nations.In a major mile-
stone for regional defence co-
operation, Saudi Arabia signed
an agreement in 2023 to pur-
chase Turkish-made drones, a
deal that Ankara described as
the largest defence export con-
tract in Türkiye’s history at the
time.

Pakistan has also signifi-

Bolan Terror Attack: Balochistan Police
Constable Martyred in Armed Assault

on Dosa Cross Checkpost

Pakistan Nationwide
Transport Strike from

August 8: Truckers
Announce Indefinite
Wheel-Jam Protest

News Desk:

Pakistan’s transport sector is
set to face major disruptions
as the All Pakistan Transport
and Open Loaders Transport
Alliance has announced an in-
definite nationwide transport
strike beginning on Saturday,
August 8, 2026, demanding
that the government accept its
charter of demands.

The alliance said a com-
plete wheel-jam strike will be
observed across the country,
with trucks, trailers, Mazda
trucks, and all other freight ve-
hicles remaining off the roads
until the government imple-
ments what it described as the
transport community’s legiti-
mate demands.

In its announcement, the

alliance appealed to truck own-
ers, transporters, drivers, logis-
tics operators, and company
owners to demonstrate unity
by fully participating in the pro-
test. Members have also been
instructed to follow only the
official directives issued by the
transport alliance.

The strike is expected to
significantly impact the move-
ment of goods, commercial
cargo, industrial supplies, and
nationwide logistics operations,
potentially disrupting supply
chains if the deadlock between
the transport community and
the government continues.

The transport alliance has
not specified an end date for
the protest, stating that the
strike will remain in effect un-
til meaningful progress is made
on its demands.

cantly contributed to the
Kingdom’s security by deploy-
ing around 8,000 military per-
sonnel, along with fighter jets,
drones and advanced air de-
fence systems, highlighting the
depth of Islamabad’s defence
partnership with Riyadh.

The newly signed defence
pact is being viewed as a sig-
nificant step towards
institutionalising military coop-
eration among Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and Türkiye, reinforc-
ing their shared commitment to
regional peace, security and
strategic stability.

Our Correspondent:

BOLAN: A Balochistan Po-
lice constable was martyred
after unknown armed attack-
ers targeted the Dosa Cross
Police Checkpost on the
Balanari National Highway in
Bolan district late Friday night.

According to police
sources, unidentified gunmen
launched a sudden attack on

the police checkpoint, opening
indiscriminate fire on officers
deployed at the post.

During the assault, Police
Constable Hafiz Abdul
Rasheed Abro, who was per-
forming his official duties, sus-
tained critical gunshot injuries
and embraced martyrdom on
the spot.

Following the terror at-
tack, security forces and po-
lice personnel cordoned off the

area and launched a search op-
eration to trace and apprehend
the attackers.

Authorities have initiated
an investigation to determine
the motive behind the attack.

The incident has once
again highlighted the persistent
security challenges in
Balochistan, where law en-
forcement agencies continue to
face attacks from militant and
armed groups.

Pakistan to emulate Chinese techniques
of investigation

NEWS DESK:

Pakistan is set to embark on a
major transformation of its polic-
ing system, with Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi announcing a
series of reforms inspired by suc-
cessful international law enforce-
ment models, including the estab-
lishment of a China-style Law
Enforcement Investigation Cen-
tre in Islamabad.

The announcement came
during his meeting with assistant
superintendents of police who
recently returned after complet-
ing specialised training courses
in China and Turkiye.

The officers described over-
seas programmes as an invaluable
experience that significantly en-
hanced their professional capa-

bilities and exposed them to mod-
ern policing practices, surveil-
lance technologies, and contem-
porary approaches to maintain-
ing law and order.

Acknowledging the impor-
tance of international exposure,
Naqvi declared that foreign train-
ing programmes would become a
permanent component of the pro-
fessional development of Paki-
stani police officers.  He
emphasised that the government
was committed to equipping the
country’s law enforcement agen-
cies with the skills and technolo-
gies required to address emerg-
ing security challenges.

As part of the reforms, the
interior minister announced the
launch of a pilot project to estab-
lish a China-style Law Enforce-
ment Investigation Centre in

Islamabad.
The centre will integrate de-

tention, investigation and sum-
mary trial facilities under one roof,
enabling the swift and efficient
disposal of cases involving mi-
nor offences while reducing pro-
cedural delays.

Naqvi said the country
would benefit from internationally
proven policing models to make
its law-enforcement system more
effective, responsive, and tech-
nology-driven.

He stressed that the adop-
tion of advanced surveillance
systems and modern technolo-
gies would significantly expand
monitoring capabilities and
strengthen crime prevention ef-
forts.

To further enhance public
safety, the interior minister an-
nounced that modern drones
would be inducted into the Avia-
tion Wing of the Ministry of Inte-
rior to improve surveillance and
support law enforcement opera-
tions.

The reform agenda also in-
cludes strengthening investiga-
tive capacity through the estab-
lishment of specialised investiga-
tion rooms at the National Police
Academy.

According to the interior
minister, greater emphasis will be
placed on specialised investiga-
tion training aligned with the
evolving requirements of modern
policing.

He further announced that
interrogations would be intro-
duced as a specialised academic
subject within police training,
with modern interrogation tech-
niques based on the practices of
developed countries becoming
an integral part of the curriculum.
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Balochistan Home Department Completes Landmark Year of
Security, Governance and Criminal Justice Reforms

By Saeed Ahmed:
QUETTA: The  Govern-
ment of Balochistan’s
Home Department has
completed a landmark
year of reforms, intro-
ducing a series of legis-
lative, institutional, and
administrative initiatives
aimed at strengthening
law and order, moderniz-
ing governance, and en-
hancing the province’s
overall security archi-
tecture.

Working under the
vision of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, the
department shifted its
focus beyond routine
administration to long-
term institution building,
technological modern-
ization, and criminal jus-
tice reforms designed to
reinforce the writ of the
State across
Balochistan.

Modern Legal
Reforms

During the past
year, the Home Depart-
ment introduced signifi-
cant legal reforms, in-
cluding amendments to
the Witness Protection
framework, reforms to
the Balochistan Foren-
sic Science Agency law,
legislation enabling
Faceless Courts for
high-risk terrorism
cases, detention centre
regulations, the Safe
City Authority frame-
work, the Balochistan
Prison and Correctional
Service Act 2026, and the
Probation and Parole
Act.

These measures are
intended to establish a
modern and efficient
criminal justice system
capable of addressing
emerging security
threats while improving
transparency and ac-
countability.

Institutions
Brought into
Operation
The department

also focused on translat-

ing legislation into prac-
tical implementation.

The Centre of Excel-
lence on Countering
Violent Extremism was
made fully operational to
support research, policy
formulation, and evi-
dence-based counter-
extremism strategies.

Detention centres
were activated under the
legal framework for the
first  t ime, with the
Quetta facility already
functional and a modern
centre under construc-
tion in Turbat.

Strengthening
Security

Institutions
As part of its insti-

tutional reforms, the
Home Department
operationalized the Pro-
vincial Intelligence Fu-

sion and Threat Assess-
ment Centre (PIFTAC) to
enhance intelligence
sharing and inter-agency
coordination.

The Balochistan In-
tegrated Security Archi-
tecture (BISA) was also
established to improve
coordination among pro-
vincial security institu-
tions.

The Balochistan
Charities Registration
Authority (BCRA) initi-
ated the province-wide
registration and regula-
tion of charities, NGOs,
and religious seminaries
in accordance with appli-
cable laws.

Several specialized
units, including the Red
Notice Cell, Anti-Illegal
Spectrum Cell, Anti-Sub-
version Cell, Anti-Extor-
tion Coordination
Mechanism, and Human

Trafficking Cell, were
also established to
strengthen intelligence-
led policing.

Safe City
Project
Delivers
Results

Technology re-
mained at the centre of
the department’s secu-
rity strategy.

Safe City opera-
tions were reorganized
under a unified provin-
cial framework with en-
hanced insti tutional
oversight,  advanced
surveillance systems,
and digital monitoring
tools.

Officials said the
system has already facili-
tated the recovery of
more than 100 stolen ve-
hicles and assisted in the

arrest of numerous sus-
pects.

Plans are also un-
derway to expand the
Safe City Project to ad-
ditional cities across
Balochistan.

Improved
Protection of

Public
Facilities
For the first time, a

comprehensive Security
of Vulnerable Establish-
ments programme was
implemented through-
out the province.

Security audits
were conducted at gov-
ernment offices, hospi-
tals,

educational institu-
tions, and other sensi-
tive installations, while
more than 1,500 loca-
tions were equipped with

modern CCTV surveil-
lance systems to
strengthen public safety.

Counter-
Terrorism
Capacity
Expanded
The Home Depart-

ment further enhanced
its counter-terrorism ca-
pabilities by establishing
a dedicated drone sur-
veillance unit to support
intelligence gathering,
anti-terror operations,
and anti-narcotics en-
forcement.

Bomb disposal units
were strengthened, while
work continued on intro-
ducing video-link pro-
ceedings and faceless
trials for high-risk terror-
ism cases to ensure the
safety of judges, pros-
ecutors, and witnesses.

Illegal
Foreigners

Repatriation
Plan

One of the largest
administrative opera-
tions undertaken during
the year was the imple-
mentation of the Illegal
Foreigners Repatriation
Plan.

In coordination
with district administra-
tions, Police, Levies,
Special Branch, Frontier
Corps, and other agen-
cies, approximately 1.1
million illegal foreign na-
tionals were repatriated
from Balochistan in an
organized and lawful
manner.

Authorit ies said
the initiative improved
regulatory oversight,
strengthened the rule of

law, and eased pressure
on public resources.

Historic
Anti-Narcotics

Operations
The department

also launched one of the
province’s largest anti-
poppy campaigns.

Using drone tech-
nology, field verifica-
tion, and coordinated
enforcement, thousands
of acres of illegal poppy
cultivation were identi-
fied and destroyed.

Parallel operations
against illegal tobacco
cultivation and trade re-
sulted in record sei-
zures, helping curb tax
evasion and dismantle
illicit markets.

Administrative
Restructuring

Major administra-
tive reforms included the
merger of the Levies
Force into the Police De-
partment and the inte-
gration of Civil Defence
into the Special Branch,
improving institutional
coordination and opera-
tional efficiency.

Towards a
Safer

Balochistan
Officials describe

the past year as the be-
ginning of a broader
transformation in
Balochistan’s security
and governance land-
scape. While acknowl-
edging that significant
challenges remain, the
Home Department be-
lieves the reforms have
laid the foundation for
stronger institutions,
modern policing, im-
proved criminal justice,
and sustainable peace.

The transition from
legislation to institution
building reflects a long-
term vision of creating a
safer, more stable, and
more prosperous
Balochistan through ef-
fective governance,
modern laws, and con-
sistent implementation.

Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm Destroys 7M Fruit
Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

Atta Kakar:
A devastating hail-
storm accompanied by
powerful winds has
caused widespread
destruction across Qila
Saifullah district in
Balochistan, damaging
more than 7 million
fruit trees and affect-
ing nearly 18,000
farmers and landown-
ers.
     The storm struck
on April 18, severely
impacting one of the
province’s most im-
portant horticultural
regions and leaving
thousands of rural
families facing major
economic uncertainty.

The disaster
caused extensive dam-
age to orchards, agri-
cultural land, and sea-
sonal crops, particu-
larly apple, apricot,
and grape farms that
form the backbone of
the local economy.

Farmers say
years of hard work and
investment were
wiped out within min-
utes as hail and strong
winds tore through vil-
lages and farming ar-
eas across the district.

Local growers
have described the
situation as cata-
strophic,

warning that
many families may

struggle to survive fi-
nancially without im-
mediate government
assistance.

Agriculture re-
mains the primary
source of income for

a large portion of Qila
Saifullah’s population,
and the destruction of
fruit orchards is ex-
pected to have long-
term economic conse-
quences for the re-

gion.
Residents and

farming communities
have expressed frus-
tration over delays in
relief and compensa-
tion efforts.

Many affected
farmers claim that of-
ficial assessment and
rehabilitation mea-
sures have been slow
despite the scale of
destruction.

Calls are growing
for the provincial and
federal governments
to announce emer-
gency compensation
packages, interest-free
agricultural loans, and

recovery support for
affected communities.

Farmers and local
representatives are
also demanding resto-
ration of damaged ir-
rigation systems and

the introduction of crop
insurance mechanisms
to help rural commu-
nities recover from cli-
mate-related disas-
ters.

They argue that
without urgent inter-
vention, the crisis
could deepen poverty
and unemployment
across the district.

The Qila Saifullah
hailstorm has once
again highlighted the
vulnerability of
Balochistan’s agricul-
ture sector to extreme
weather events.

Experts warn that
climate-related disas-
ters, including hail-
storms, droughts, and
flash floods, are be-
coming increasingly
frequent in the prov-
ince,

placing additional
pressure on farmers
already struggling with
limited infrastructure
and rising production
costs.

Analysts say
stronger disaster man-
agement systems, cli-
mate-resilient agricul-
tural policies, and
faster

emergency re-
sponse mechanisms
are essential to protect
rural livelihoods and
ensure long-term sta-
bility in Balochistan’s
farming sector.
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Balochistan Launches Strategic Development
Projects to Create Jobs and Boost Economic Growth,

Says Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan

Gwadar Finalizes Independence Day
2026 Celebrations, Flag March

and Citywide Decorations Planned

Loralai Intensifies Cleanliness Drive to Transform City
into a Green and Model Urban Center

Balochistan Home Minister Reviews Security Across
Quetta, Says Law and Order Situation Remains Stable

Mir Ziaullah Langau Conducts Surprise Visit to Major Markets, Urges Public to
Rely on Official Information

Nasirabad Division Finalizes Independence
Day 2026 Preparations, Flag Hoisting

Ceremony and Tree Plantation Drive Planned

Makran Commissioner Inaugurates 40
Solar Street Lights at Turbat Teaching

Hospital to Improve Patient Safety

PPHI Monthly Performance Review
Held in Musakhel, Focus on Improving

Primary Healthcare Services

GWADAR: The Gwadar
district administration
has finalized compre-
hensive arrangements
for celebrating
Pakistan's Indepen-
dence Day on August
14, 2026, assigning re-
sponsibilities to various
government depart-
ments to ensure the na-
tional day is observed
with enthusiasm and pa-
triotic spirit.

ment Authority (GDA),
Gwadar Industrial Estate
Development Authority
(GIEDA), the Communi-
cations and Works De-
partment, Public Health
Engineering Depart-
ment, Irrigation Depart-
ment, Local Government
Department, and the
Chief Municipal Officer
(CMO) Gwadar will
jointly install 200 deco-
rative streamers and

Officials said the
cultural programs are in-
tended to promote pa-
triotism and celebrate
Pakistan's heritage
through student partici-
pation.

Flag March and
Central Ceremony The
meeting also approved
an Independence Day
Flag March Rally to be
led by Assistant Com-
missioner Gwadar

The planning meet-
ing was chaired by Ad-
ditional Deputy Com-
missioner (General) Dr.
Abdul Shakoor and at-
tended by Assistant
Commissioner Gwadar
Romail Naeem Jan, dis-
trict officers, and heads
of relevant government
departments.

During the meeting,
participants reviewed
preparations for the In-
dependence Day cel-
ebrations, including the
national flag-hoisting
ceremony,

decoration and illu-
mination of government
buildings and major
roads, sanitation mea-
sures, security arrange-
ments, traffic manage-
ment, and other admin-
istrative matters.

City Branding and
Decorations The meet-
ing decided that the
Gwadar Port Authority
(GPA), Gwadar Develop-

four large flex billboards
across the city as part of
a special city branding
campaign for Indepen-
dence Day.

All government of-
fices were directed to
complete the decoration
of their buildings with
national flags, decora-
tive lighting, and patri-
otic displays by August
10, 2026.

Educational Institu-
tions to Lead Cultural
Programs The Educa-
tion Department, Univer-
sity of Gwadar, Govern-
ment Boys Degree Col-
lege Gwadar, and Gov-
ernment Girls Degree
College Gwadar were as-
signed responsibility for
organizing speeches,
national songs,  tab-
leaus, cultural perfor-
mances, and presenta-
tions highlighting na-
tional unity during the
central Independence
Day ceremony.

Romail Naeem Jan on
August 14, with partici-
pation from officers, of-
ficials, and representa-
tives of all government
departments and public
institutions.

The district's cen-
tral flag-hoisting cer-
emony will be held at
9:00 a.m. at the Deputy
Commissioner Office,
Gwadar, where the na-
tional flag will be raised,
the national anthem will
be played, and special
prayers will be offered
for Pakistan's peace,
prosperity, stability, and
continued development.

District officials re-
affirmed their commit-
ment to ensuring that In-
dependence Day cel-
ebrations in Gwadar re-
flect national pride,
unity, and the spirit of
patriotism through coor-
dinated participation by
government institutions
and the public.

TURBAT: Commis-
sioner Makran Division
Qadir Bakhsh Pirkani in-
augurated 40 solar-pow-
ered street lights at
Teaching Hospital
Turbat, a project imple-
mented through the Cor-
porate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) Fund of the
Mirani Housing Scheme
to improve l ighting,
safety, and public con-
venience within the hos-
pital premises.

The initiative is
aimed at providing reli-
able illumination during
nighttime, creating a
safer environment for
patients,  attendants,
healthcare workers, and
visitors.

The inauguration
ceremony was attended
by Deputy Commis-
sioner Kech Yasar Iqbal
Dashti,  Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(Revenue) Maqbool
Anwar, Medical Super-
intendent Teaching
Hospital  Dr. Abdul
Waheed Buledi, Princi-
pal Makran Medical Col-
lege Dr. Afzal Khaliq, Dr.
Meeran Dashti, Dr. Asif
Baloch, Dr. Ataullah, PA
to the Commissioner
Nasir Hassan,

and other senior
doctors and government
officials.

Commissioner Re-
views Hospital Facilities
Following the inaugura-
tion,

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Pirkani toured various
departments of the hos-
pital, with particular fo-
cus on the Emergency
Department and the
Children's Emergency
Ward, where he re-
viewed healthcare ser-
vices and ongoing im-
provement initiatives.

He directed the
Deputy Commissioner
Kech to ensure that all
ongoing development
and rehabilitation
projects at the hospital
are completed within the
stipulated timeframe so
that citizens can benefit
from improved medical
services without delay.

Emphasis on Insti-
tutional Collaboration
Speaking on the occa-
sion,

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Qadir Bakhsh Pirkani
highlighted the impor-
tance of inter-agency
collaboration in deliver-
ing public welfare
projects. He said the in-

stallation of the solar
street lighting system
would significantly im-
prove visibility and se-
curity within the hospi-
tal, directly benefiting
patients,  attendants,
and hospital staff while
enhancing the overall
healthcare environment.

Hospital Adminis-
tration Welcomes Initia-
tive Medical Superinten-
dent Dr. Abdul Waheed
Buledi thanked the Com-
missioner for support-
ing the project,

stating that the new
solar lighting system
would substantially im-
prove the hospital's in-
frastructure and provide
greater convenience and
security for people seek-
ing medical treatment.

Rs3.79 Million
Grant for Modern Solar
Lighting Officials dis-
closed that Commis-
sioner Makran Division,
in his capacity as Project
Director of the Mirani
Housing Scheme, ap-
proved a grant of
Rs3,789,947

for the installation
of the modern solar
street lighting system at
Teaching Hospital
Turbat.

QUETTA: Balochistan
Home Minister Mir
Ziaullah Langau, accom-
panied by Adviser for
Home Affairs Babar
Yousafzai, conducted a
surprise visit to various
parts of Quetta to review
the city's law and order
situation, security ar-
rangements, and com-
mercial activities.

During the visit, the
Home Minister in-
spected several key
roads, markets, and busi-
ness centers, including
Liaquat Bazaar,
Kandahari Bazaar, Prince
Road, Zarghoon Road,
Sariab Road, Brewery
Road, Gahi Chowk, and
Joint Road.

The delegation as-
sessed the deployment
of security personnel,
traffic flow, market con-
ditions, and overall pub-
lic activity across the
provincial capital.

Interaction with
Traders and Residents
Mir Ziaullah Langau met
with local residents, trad-
ers, and shopkeepers to
seek their feedback on
the city's security envi-
ronment, commercial ac-
tivity, and public safety
measures. According to
the Home Minister,
members of the business
community expressed

MUSAKHEL:  A
Monthly Review Meet-
ing (MRM) of the
People's Primary
Healthcare Initiative
(PPHI) was held in
Musakhel under the
chairmanship of Assis-
tant Commissioner
Najeebullah Kakar to as-
sess the performance of
primary healthcare ser-
vices across the district.

The meeting was
attended by District
Health Officer (DHO) Dr.
Muhammad Hassan
Domki, PPHI District
Manager Aman Shah,
ADSM PPHI Imran,
M&E Officer Imran
Buzdar, and other rel-
evant officials.

During the session,
District Manager Aman
Shah presented a com-
prehensive briefing on
the performance of Ba-
sic Health Units (BHUs)
across the district. The
presentation covered

the provision of
healthcare services,
availability of medicines,
staff attendance, ongo-
ing field activities, and
key performance indica-
tors supported by statis-
tical data.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Assistant Com-
missioner Najeebullah
Kakar appreciated the
performance of PPHI
and acknowledged its
role in strengthening pri-
mary healthcare services
in Musakhel.

He emphasized that
close coordination be-
tween the Health De-
partment and PPHI is
essential for improving
access to quality
healthcare at the district
level.

The Assistant
Commissioner directed
officials to further en-
hance field operations
and maintain the mo-
mentum of ongoing

healthcare initiatives to
ensure that residents
continue to receive
timely, effective, and
quality medical services.

The meeting con-
cluded with a renewed
commitment from district
health authorities and
PPHI officials to improve
healthcare delivery,
strengthen service moni-
toring, and ensure the
availability of essential
medical facilities for
communities through-
out Musakhel District.

Musakhel PPHI,
PPHI Monthly Review
Meeting, Musakhel
healthcare, Basic Health
Units Balochistan, As-
sistant Commissioner
Najeebullah Kakar, DHO
Dr. Muhammad Hassan
Domki,  PPHI
Balochistan, primary
healthcare Pakistan,
health services
Musakhel, district
health review.

QUETTA: Chief Secre-
tary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan has an-
nounced that the pro-
vincial government has
launched a series of stra-
tegic development
projects and an Enter-
prise Development Pro-
gram aimed at accelerat-
ing economic recovery,
creating employment
opportunities, and pro-
moting sustainable
growth across the prov-
ince.

Chairing a high-
level meeting to review
progress on strategic
development initiatives,
the Chief Secretary said
the government's strat-
egy focuses on
strengthening local in-
dustries,  supporting
small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs), and
expanding the digital
economy to generate
long-term economic
prosperity.

LORALAI: The Loralai
Municipal Committee
has intensified its
citywide cleanliness and
beautification campaign
as part of ongoing ef-
forts to transform Loralai
into a clean, green, and
model city under the di-
rectives of Commis-
sioner Loralai Division
Wali Muhammad
Bareech and the district
administration.  The
sanitation campaign is
being carried out under
the supervision of Chief
Officer Municipal Com-
mittee Mohibullah
Baloch, with municipal
teams working across
various zones of the city
to improve public hy-
giene and the urban en-

vironment. Comprehen-
sive Citywide Cleaning
Operations Municipal
sanitation workers con-
tinued extensive opera-
tions involving garbage
collection, drain clean-
ing, road sweeping, mar-
ket sanitation, waste
transportation,  and
roadside maintenance
throughout the city.

Cleaning and water
sprinkling operations
were also completed
around the
Commissioner's House,
Tof Road, Deputy Com-
missioner Office, and
several residential
neighborhoods to im-
prove cleanliness and
reduce dust. Major Ar-
eas Covered The cam-

paign extended to sev-
eral key localities, includ-
ing Saleem Dad Wali
Complaint Zone, Darul
Uloom Road, Sadar Ba-
zaar, Baghi Bazaar, Kakri
Masjid Road, Post Office
Road, Tehsil Road, Sabzi
Mandi,  Bakhma
Mohalla, Anwar Sahib
Gali, and Police Lines,
where drains were
cleared and accumulated
waste was removed.

In the Baran Zone,
municipal workers
cleaned the Football Sta-
dium and carried out
roadside maintenance
by spreading gravel and
improving surrounding
areas. Tree Care and
Public Health Measures
As part of the city's en-

vironmental improve-
ment initiative, munici-
pal staff also continued
watering newly planted
trees to ensure their
healthy growth and
long-term sustainability.

The Municipal
Committee further com-
pleted the removal and
disposal of stray dog
carcasses following an
operation aimed at con-
trolling the stray dog
population, contributing
to improved public
health and sanitation.

Officials Reaffirm
Commitment to Urban
Improvement Commis-
sioner Wali Muhammad
Bareech said that a clean
and attractive Loralai is
the right of every citizen

and assured that all
available resources are
being utilized to maintain
high standards of sani-
tation across the city.

He directed the rel-
evant departments to
sustain daily cleanliness
operations and ensure
continuous monitoring
of sanitation services.

Chief Officer
Mohibullah Baloch
stated that Municipal
Committee teams remain
actively engaged in dif-
ferent parts of the city,
adding that equal atten-
tion is being given to
urban cleanliness, tree
maintenance, and envi-
ronmental improvement
to enhance the quality of
life for residents.

Enterprise Develop-
ment Program to Sup-
port  57,000 People
Shakeel Qadir Khan said
the Enterprise Develop-
ment Program has set a
target of providing fi-
nancial grants to 57,000
individuals to help es-
tablish or expand busi-
nesses throughout
Balochistan.

He revealed that
grants have already
been distributed to 2,500
beneficiaries, enabling
thousands of families to
start new businesses or
strengthen existing en-

terprises.
The initiative is ex-

pected to stimulate en-
trepreneurship, promote
self-employment, and
contribute to local eco-
nomic development.

Digital Skills Train-
ing for Youth The Chief
Secretary highlighted
the government's focus
on youth empowerment
through digital educa-
tion.

Under the program,
370 students are being
enrolled in digital market-
ing and related profes-
sional courses at various

institutions.
The training will

equip participants with
skills in online business
development, social me-
dia marketing, e-com-
merce, and digital entre-
preneurship, enhancing
their employability in the
rapidly growing digital
economy.

He noted that such
training will not only im-
prove employment pros-
pects for young people
but also encourage the
adoption of modern
business models across
the province.

Financial Support
for Small Businesses To
strengthen the SME sec-
tor, 180 small and me-
dium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) have already
submitted applications
seeking financial assis-
tance. According to the
Chief Secretary, the
funding will support
business expansion, ma-
chinery purchases,
working capital require-
ments, and marketing
activities, helping local
enterprises increase pro-
ductivity and competi-
tiveness.

NASIRABAD: Commis-
sioner Nasirabad Divi-
sion Salahuddin Naurzai
chaired a high-level
meeting to review prepa-
rations for Pakistan's In-
dependence Day cel-
ebrations on August 14,
2026,

directing all depart-
ments to ensure that the
national occasion is ob-
served with patriotism,
enthusiasm, and dignity
across the division.

The meeting was
attended by Deputy In-
spector General (DIG)
Nasirabad Range
Kamran Nawaz, SSP
Nasirabad Asad Nasir,
Assistant Director Local
Government Ahmad

Nawaz Jattak, Deputy
Director Agriculture (Ex-
tension) Zaheer Ahmed
Umrani, Chief Officer
Municipal Committee
Saleem Khan Domki, Di-
visional Director
Schools Muhammad
Azeem Sajidi, Deputy

Director Sports Feroz Ali
Abro, District Forest Of-
ficer Naeem Jan Lehri,
and other relevant offi-
cials.

Division-Wide Inde-
pendence Day Celebra-
tions Addressing the
meeting, Commissioner

Salahuddin Naurzai di-
rected all departments to
organize Independence
Day celebrations with
the same spirit and gran-
deur as in previous
years.

He announced that
the central divisional

flag-hoisting ceremony
will  be held at  the
Commissioner's Office,
where government offi-
cials and representa-
tives of various depart-
ments will participate in
the national celebra-
tions.

Buildings to Be Illu-
minated and Decorated
The Commissioner in-
structed authorities to
decorate all government
offices,

official residences,
and prominent public
buildings throughout
the division with na-
tional flags, decorative
lighting, and patriotic
displays to create a fes-
tive atmosphere.

satisfaction with the
government's security
arrangements and ap-
preciated the measures
taken to maintain peace
and stability.

Quetta Is Peaceful
and Business Activities
Continue Normally
Speaking during the
visit, the Home Minister
stated that the law and
order situation in Quetta
remains completely nor-
mal, with commercial ac-
tivities continuing
across the city.

He said all major
markets and business
centers were open, traf-
fic was flowing

smoothly, and no roads
were closed.

The Government of
Balochistan considers
the protection of citi-
zens' lives and property
its foremost responsibil-
ity. All relevant institu-
tions remain fully vigi-
lant to maintain peace
and security," he said.

Mir Ziaullah
Langau also expressed
satisfaction with the ex-
isting security arrange-
ments and directed con-
cerned authorities to
continue ensuring pub-
lic safety and conve-
nience.

Public Urged to Ig-

nore Rumors The Home
Minister urged citizens
not to pay attention to
unverified or misleading
information circulating
on social media or other
unofficial platforms.

He advised the pub-
lic to rely only on infor-
mation issued through
official and credible gov-
ernment sources, em-
phasizing that the pro-
vincial government is
continuously monitor-
ing the security situa-
tion and taking all nec-
essary measures to safe-
guard the public.

Adviser for Home
Affairs Babar Yousafzai

also accompanied the
Home Minister through-
out the visit and inter-
acted with citizens at
various locations to hear
their concerns and re-
ceive suggestions re-
garding public services
and security.

Quetta security, Mir
Ziaullah Langau, Babar
Yousafzai, Quetta law
and order, Balochistan
Home Minister, Quetta
markets, Liaquat Bazaar,
Kandahari Bazaar, pub-
lic safety Quetta,
Balochistan security up-
date, Quetta business
activity, Pakistan secu-
rity news.
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UNSC condemns Swat suicide blast after Pakistan
sounds alarm on Afghan terrorist havens

Schedule for 3rd phase of  Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK)  polls revised over law and order concerns

NEWS DESK: The Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) Election Commis-
sion on Friday revised
the schedule for the
third phase of elections
in the region, saying
polling would only be
held in Poonch
Division’s Bagh and
Haveli districts on Au-
gust 10 amid concerns
over the law and order
situation.

Elections are being
held across AJK in three
phases amid tensions
between protesters and
the authorities. Polls in
Mirpur and
Muzaffarabad divisions
were held on July 27 and
August 2, respectively.

The third phase in
Poonch division was set
for August 10. Poonch
Division comprises 11
constituencies — three
in Bagh, one in Haveli,
five in Poonch and two
in Sudhnoti district.

However, the Elec-
tion Commission said in
a press release on Friday
that the electoral process
will go ahead as planned
on August 10 in only the
division’s Bagh and
Haveli districts.

In its press release,
the AJK Election Com-

mission said polling will
be held in the three con-
stituencies of Bagh and
one of Haveli on August
10 as per the previous
schedule.

However, the elec-
toral process in the con-
stituencies of Poonch
district and Sudhnoti’s
Pallandri will not be held
on August 10, it said.
The Election Commis-
sion said it reviewed the
“current situation” re-
garding the scheduled
elections in Poonch.

It  noted that ac-
cording to a report it re-
ceived from the AJK

in some areas of Poonch
district and Pallandri dis-
trict”.

“Moreover,  the
Election Commission re-
ceived requests from
some political personali-
ties and candidates hail-
ing from these districts,
in which it has been re-
quested to postpone the
elections in Poonch dis-
trict and Pallandri dis-
trict considering the cur-
rent situation,” the press
release read.

The electoral
watchdog said it will an-
nounce the new polling
dates and a revised elec-

and “considering all rel-
evant matters”.

The commission
clarified that the deci-
sion to postpone some
of the polls was taken
“only in the context of
the current law and or-
der situation to ensure
that elections are held in
a free, fair, transparent
and peaceful environ-
ment”.

The Election
Commission’s decision
comes in the wake of
clashes that took place
between protesters and
law enforcement per-
sonnel in Poonch

alties.
Rawalakot has been

gripped by unrest since
early June, with the pro-
scribed Joint Awami Ac-
tion Committee (JAAC)
staging sit-ins periodi-
cally.

The JAAC, which
has been demanding the
abolishment of 12 seats
in the local legislature
reserved for refugees
from Indian-held Kash-
mir, has been holding
protests in the region for
several weeks now.

The government
has accused militant el-
ements “pursuing a for-
eign agenda and backed
by Indian funding” of
fomenting the unrest.

Earlier this week,
AJK Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC)
Ghulam Mustafa
Mughal noted that the
“law and order situation
and the demands of the
safety of voters play an
important role in holding
elections”.

Responding to a
question, he had said
that under the AJK con-
stitution, the current
Legislative Assembly
ceases to exist after Au-
gust 4.

“Even if elections

JI protests cause traffic
disruptions across Karachi

home secretary, there
were “concerns over the
law and order situation

tion schedule for Poonch
and Pallandri after re-
viewing the situation

district’s Rawalakot on
July 27, which reportedly
resulted in several casu-

Bilawal claims 'certain elements' within
PML-N are sowing division among
allies, undermining PM Shehbaz

NEWS DESK: PPP
Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari claimed
on Friday that certain el-
ements within the ruling
PML-N were undermin-
ing Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and sow-
ing discord between him
and his political allies.

The PPP and the
PML-N have been en-
gaged in a war of words
since the latter emerged
in the lead in Mirpur
polls on July 27. The
PML-N has also won the
majority of the seats in
the second phase, with
the PPP accusing it of
rigging and other violent
tactics in both phases.

The PPP chief was
addressing an election
rally in Azad Jammu and

Kashmir’s Poonch dis-
trict, where the third
phase of elections in the
region is slated to be
held.

“ H i g h - p r o f i l e
people are saying that
the government has col-
lapsed. I’m not saying
that, nor am I casting
doubt on the prime
minister’s intentions.
He’s a good man with
good intentions. But
what can he do when the
people around him have
bad intentions?” Bilawal
asked.

In reference to re-
marks he made earlier
this week, the party chief
highlighted that the PPP
did not start the “count-
down” to the
government’s collapse,
but rather these ele-
ments within the ruling
party. “The PML-N’s
fight is not with the PPP
— it happens in elec-
tions, as it has before.
The real fight is entirely
different, because the
PM, with his good inten-
tions and actions, is un-
dermined by a large part
of the PML-N,” Bilawal

alleged.
“A big part of the

PML-N wants the PM to
fight not only the oppo-
sition, but also his own
allies.”

He then asked the
audience: “Have there
ever been elections held
in six phases in
Kashmir’s history? If
Kashmir is one, then the
election should have
been held on a single
day.”

Bilawal said the
elections were being
held in phases “so that
there is calm and the elec-
tions are peaceful, free
and fair”, before asking:
“But in which phase
were the elections free,
fair or peaceful?”

“In truth, elections

were carried out in
phases so they could rig
them. They knew that 10
seats were in their pocket
from the start,” he al-
leged. “With the 10
seats in their pocket,
they robbed Mirpur, they
robbed Muzaffarabad,
and they’re looking at
you, in Poonch. They are
looking at Bagh. On Au-
gust 10, they will find
out that those in Poonch
and Bagh hunt tigers.”

Elections are being
held across AJK in three
phases. Polls in Mirpur
and Muzaffarabad divi-
sions were held on July
27 and August 2, respec-
tively.

The first phase of
polling in Mirpur saw the
PML-N secure nine of
the 13 seats while the
PPP won the remaining
four. In the second
phase in Muzaffarabad,
the PML-N bagged 15
more seats, while the PPP
managed to add just six
more to its tally.

The third phase in
Poonch division was set
for August 10. Poonch
Division comprises 11

constituencies — three
in Bagh, one in Haveli,
five in Poonch and two
in Sudhnoti district.

However, earlier to-
day, the AJK Election
Commission revised the
schedule for the third
phase of elections in the
region, saying polling
would only be held in
Poonch Division’s Bagh
and Haveli districts on
August 10 amid con-
cerns over the law and
order situation.

The electoral pro-
cess in the constituen-
cies of Poonch district
and Sudhnoti’s Pallandri
would not be held on
August 10, the Election
Commission said, add-
ing that it reviewed the
“current situation” re-

garding the scheduled
elections in Poonch.

It  noted that ac-
cording to a report it re-
ceived from the AJK
home secretary, there
were “concerns over the
law and order situation
in some areas of Poonch
district and Pallandri dis-
trict”.

The commission’s
decision comes in the
wake of clashes that
took place between pro-
testers and law enforce-
ment personnel in
Poonch district’s
Rawalakot on July 27,
which reportedly re-
sulted in several casual-
ties. Rawalakot has been
gripped by unrest since
early June, with the pro-
scribed Joint Awami Ac-
tion Committee (JAAC)
staging sit-ins periodi-
cally.

The JAAC, which
has been demanding the
abolishment of 12 seats
in the local legislature
reserved for refugees
from Indian-held Kash-
mir, has been holding
protests in the region for
several weeks now.

NEWS DESK: The
United Nations Security
Council  (UNSC) on
Thursday strongly con-
demned the suicide
bombing in Swat last
week, calling it a “hei-
nous and cowardly” ter-
rorist attack after Paki-
stan warned the body
that multiple terrorist
groups continue to op-
erate from safe havens
inside Afghanistan.

In a press statement
issued by the Office of
the UN secretary
general’s spokesperson,
the council said it con-
demned “in the stron-
gest terms” the “heinous
and cowardly” suicide
attack outside the police
station in Swat’s Kabal
on Aug 2.

“This reprehensible
act of terrorism resulted
in the grievous loss of
at least 16 Pakistani na-
tionals, mostly civilians,
and injuries to dozens of
others.  Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
has claimed responsibil-
ity for this terrorist at-
tack,” it added.

The UNSC also ex-
pressed solidarity with
Pakistan, saying, “The
members of the Security
Council express their
deepest sympathy and
condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims and to
the government and the
people of Pakistan, and
wish a speedy and full
recovery to those who
were injured.”

The statement reaf-
firmed the international
body’s longstanding
position that terrorism

“in all its forms and mani-
festations constitutes
one of the most serious
threats to international
peace and security”.

It further stressed
the importance of bring-
ing those responsible to
justice, declaring: “The
members of the council
underlined the need to
hold perpetrators,

ever committed” and re-
affirmed that all coun-
tries must combat terror-
ism in accordance with
the UN Charter and in-
ternational law, includ-
ing international human
rights, refugee and hu-
manitarian law.

Earlier this week,
Pakistan told a UNSC
meeting that several ter-

Army (BLA) and its
Majeed Brigade, the Is-
lamic State Khorasan
(IS-K) and its affiliates,
the East Turkistan Is-
lamic Movement
(ETIM), and Al Qaeda
affiliates as groups that,
according to Pakistan,
maintain safe havens in-
side Afghanistan.

Pakistan urged the

international community
to ensure that Afghan
territory is not used by
terrorist organisations
to launch attacks
against neighbouring
countries and called for
stronger international
cooperation against
cross-border terrorism.

The developments
also followed the fourth
U S - P a k i s t a n
Counterterrorism Dia-
logue held in Washing-
ton on Tuesday, where
officials from both coun-
tries reaffirmed their
commitment to combat-
ing terrorist
organisations.

organisers, financiers
and sponsors of these
reprehensible acts of ter-
rorism accountable and
bring them to justice.”

They urged all UN
member states, in accor-
dance with their obliga-
tions under international
law and relevant UNSC
resolutions, to cooper-
ate actively with the
government of Pakistan
in this regard.

The council also re-
iterated that “any acts of
terrorism are criminal
and unjustifiable, re-
gardless of their motiva-
tion, wherever, when-
ever and by whomso-

rorist organisations con-
tinue to operate from
sanctuaries inside Af-
ghanistan, posing an in-
creasing threat to re-
gional and international
security. Addressing a
briefing on threats to in-
ternational peace and se-
curity caused by terror-
ism, Pakistan’s Perma-
nent Representative to
the UN, Ambassador
Asim Iftikhar, said the
country continued to
face a grave terrorist
threat emanating from
across its western bor-
der. He identified the
banned TTP, the
Balochistan Liberation

NEWS DESK: Several
major thoroughfares in
Karachi were blocked or
affected by traffic dis-
ruptions on Friday as
Jamaat-i-Islami held pro-
test sit-ins in the city as
part of a nationwide
demonstration against
the petroleum levy.

A day earlier, the
party announced that it
would stage sit-ins at
510 locations across the
country by blocking ma-
jor roads.

In a traffic advisory
issued, the Karachi traf-
fic police warned that
traffic flow could be af-
fected due to the pro-
tests and sit-ins, with
slow-moving traffic,
temporary diversions
and partial road closures
expected on several ma-
jor thoroughfares.

The affected areas
included Mazar-i-Quaid,
Numaish Chowrangi,
Saddar,  Shahrah-i-
Faisal, Shahrah-i-Paki-
stan, UP Mor, Power
House Chowrangi, De-
fence Housing Author-
ity, Sea View, Shahrah-i-
Orangi, Hub River Road,

Super Highway and Na-
tional Highway.

The traffic police
advised citizens to
avoid travelling to the
affected areas unless
necessary, and urged
them to select alternative
routes and allow extra
travel time before setting

over, the road leading
from Shahrah-i-Faisal
Nursery Bus Stop to Air-
port  had also been
blocked.

Other parts of coun-
try

Meanwhile, JI work-
ers also gathered at the
designated sit-in loca-

tions in other provincial
capitals,  including
Lahore,  Quetta,
Peshawar and
Islamabad.

According to re-
ports, Srinagar Highway
had been blocked as
protesters gathered at
Golra Mor to march to-
wards Chungi 26.

In Sindh, protesters
also staged sit-ins in
Thatta, Matiari, Tando
Allahyar, Shikarpur and
other districts.

out.
Meanwhile, accord-

ing to the latest updates
shared on JI Karachi’s
official X account, party
workers had begun stag-
ing sit-ins at the an-
nounced locations.

According to the
updates, workers had
blocked the road leading
to Natha Khan from
Shahrah-i-Faisal.

The Super High-
way and Hub River Road
were also blocked. More-

10 terrorists killed in 2 separate operations in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP): ISPR

NEWS DESK: The
military’s media affairs
wing said on Friday that
10 terrorists were killed
in two separate engage-
ments in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa a day ear-
lier.

Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR) said
the terrorists belonged
to Indian-sponsored
Fitna al Khwarij — a

suing fire exchange,
eight khwarij were sent
to hell through effective
and precise engage-
ments by own troops,”
it said. “In another en-
counter that took place
in Dir district ,  own
troops successfully
neutralised two more
khwarij,” it added.

ISPR said that
weapons and ammuni-

full pace to wipe out “the
menace of foreign spon-
sored and supported
terrorism from the coun-
try”. President Asif Ali
Zardari paid tribute to
the country’s security
forces for eliminating the
terrorists and com-
mended their profes-
sionalism in thwarting
the attack in Azam
Warsak. “The nation

Shehbaz Sharif also
praised security forces
for the successful opera-
tions.

“The nefarious de-
signs of elements
spreading terrorism un-
der Indian patronage will
be thwarted at any cost.

The government
and the entire nation
stand with the security
forces in the war against

terrorism,” he asserted.
According to the

Pakistan Institute for
Conflict and Security
Studies, an Islamabad-
based think tank, vio-
lence linked to terrorist
attacks and counter-ter-
rorism operations inten-
sified sharply in July,
making it the deadliest
month of 2026, with 112
security personnel
among 205 people killed.

term the state uses for
terrorists belonging to
the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan.

It said that in the
first encounter, a group
of terrorists attempted
to attack security forces’
checkposts in Azam
Warsak area in South
Waziristan.

“The attempt was
effectively thwarted by
own troops. During en-

tion were also seized
from killed terrorists,
who remained “actively
involved in numerous
terrorist activities in the
area”.

It said sanitisation
operations were being
conducted to eliminate
any other terrorists
found in the area, add-
ing that the
counterterrorism cam-
paign would continue at

stands with its brave se-
curity forces and law en-
forcement agencies and
views their sacrifices
against terrorism with ut-
most appreciation,” he
said.

“The nefarious de-
signs of terrorist ele-
ments active under In-
dian sponsorship will be
thwarted at any cost,”
he added.

Prime Minister


