
First Digital,Print Daily of Balochistan Editor: Asim Khan.

QUETTA VOICE
Email address:dquettavoice@gmail.com

Monday 10, August, 2026

Website: www.quettavoice.com

Page No 2 Page No 3Page No1

NATIONAL

Page No 4

Two Hazara Men Return
Home Safely After...

BALOCHISTAN
Soil Erosion in Bolan, Balochistan:

When the Land We Depend On ...

FRONT PAGE
Govt rejects Afghan Taliban

claim of weapons...

OPINION

Rs.10.00 Vol.VII:No:280

Security forces kill 15 terrorists in
Balochistan IBOs: state media

File Photo: Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi speaks as he meets with his Iraqi counterpart Fuad Hussein,
in Baghdad, Iraq.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman and PM
Shehbaz Sharif pose after signing a joint defence agreement in Makkah, Saudi Arabia.

Mobile phone and internet services were suddenly suspended in
Quetta on Sunday

No talks with United State (US) until Washington
complies with interim deal: Iran's Araghchi

NEWS DESK:

Iran and the US are not engaged
in talks and Tehran will not start
them as long as Washington
breaches an interim deal signed
in June, Iran’s Foreign Minister
?Abbas Araghchi said on Sun-
day, adding that messages are
being exchanged via intermediar-
ies.

Araghchi repeated Iran's po-
sition that an agreement on the
Strait of Hormuz between Tehran
and Muscat was in the "final
stages" but would not reopen the
strategic waterway.

In comments reported by
Mehr news agency, he said the
agreement would set out the new
shipping lanes to be used once

the US fulfils other conditions
and the strait is reopened to traf-
fic.

Iran says Strait of Hormuz to
remain closed until US "corrects
its behaviour"

The Strait of Hormuz will re-
main closed until the United
States “corrects its behaviour”,
Iran’s state broadcaster IRIB re-
ported, quoting Mohammad
Bagher Zolghadr, secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National Security
Council, Al Jazeera reported on
Sunday.

Iran says Strait of Hormuz
will remain closed until its condi-
tions are met

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC) said on Sun-
day that the Strait of Hormuz
would remain closed until its con-

ditions are accepted, as it ac-
cused the enemy of shifting its
war objectives towards reopen-
ing the strategic waterway,
PressTV reported.

According to the post on X,
IRGC spokesman Brigadier Gen-
eral Mohebbi said the enemy had
abandoned all its previous war
objectives and was now focus-
ing its efforts on reopening the
Strait of Hormuz.

“The enemy, abandoning all
its previous war objectives, has
now put all its efforts into open-
ing the Strait of Hormuz, which
was open before the war,”
Mohebbi said.

“We will keep the Strait of
Hormuz closed until the enemy
accepts all our conditions,” he
added.

Makkah defence pact ‘purely defensive’, not
targeted at any country: Dar

Quetta Internet Shutdown
Disrupts Students, Hospitals,
Businesses and Everyday Life

“We will continue the resis-
tance until the enemy is defeated,”
Mohebbi said.

Iranian commander says US,
Israel failed to achieve goals
against Iran: report

Brig Gen Hassan Zadeh, com-
mander of the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps' Mohammad
Rasulullah Corps in Tehran, said
the US and Israel had "completely
failed" to achieve their objectives
against the Islamic Republic, ac-
cording to the Tasnim News
Agency on Sunday.

The news outlet reported
that Zadeh said Iran's "popular
strength and comprehensive
readiness of the Basij" had made
the country one of the major pow-
ers in the region and the world,
during a visit to upgraded air de-

NEWS DESK:

Deputy Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar said on
Sunday that the Makkah Joint
Defence Agreement with Saudi
Arabia and Turkiye was “purely
defensive in nature” and was “not
targeted against any country”, as
he sought to clarify the purpose
and scope of the pact amid grow-
ing discussion over the agree-
ment. The Makkah Joint Defence
Agreement was signed by Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye
on Friday, establishing a frame-
work for collective security and
defence cooperation under which
an armed attack on any one of
the three countries would be con-
sidered an attack on all. The pact
built on a Strategic Mutual De-
fence Agreement signed by Paki-
stan and Saudi Arabia in Septem-
ber 2025, which contained a simi-
lar mutual-defence commitment.

In a post on X, Dar said the
agreement’s “sole purpose” was

to strengthen ongoing efforts to-
wards “peace, stability and pros-
perity” in the wider region. He
described the Makkah Accord as
a reflection of the “depth of the
brotherly relations” between the
leaderships and peoples of the
three countries.

He said the agreement was
the culmination of “years of dis-
cussions and coordination”,
driven by a shared desire to
strengthen strategic cooperation
in addressing “multifarious peace
and security challenges” and ad-
vancing regional peace, stability
and prosperity.

Dar stressed that the accord
did not “abrogate or replace” any
existing bilateral or multilateral
agreements between the three
countries, or their agreements
with other countries or
organisations.

Under the agreement, “any
external armed attack on any one
of the three countries will be con-
sidered as an attack on all”, con-
sistent with the inherent right of

individual and collective self-de-
fence under Article 51 of the UN
Charter.

The foreign minister said the
accord remained open to other
countries in the region willing to
uphold its “fundamental prin-
ciples” and resolve differences
through “mutual respect, coop-
eration and peaceful means”.

He said the agreement was
consistent with Pakistan’s “fun-
damental pillars” of foreign policy
and reaffirmed Islamabad’s com-
mitment to working with “all
brotherly countries in the region”
towards lasting peace and stabil-
ity. “We remain committed to ad-
vancing the cause of peaceful
resolution of all conflicts and
building a more secure, stable and
prosperous future for our
peoples,” Dar said.

Separately, Turkish Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan said on Sat-
urday that President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan wanted the
framework to expand beyond the
three founding members.

Govt rejects Afghan Taliban claim of weapons
smuggling, calls allegation ‘baseless’

NEWS DESK:

The Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting on Sunday rejected
the Afghan Taliban government’s
claim that weapons were being
smuggled from Pakistan into Af-
ghanistan for “subversive activi-
ties”, calling the allegation “frivo-
lous, baseless and contrary to
established facts”.

In a statement posted on X,
the ministry said Afghanistan
was already “awash with enor-
mous quantities of sophisticated
weapons and military equipment”
left behind following the with-
drawal of US and coalition forces.

It said the abandoned equip-
ment was worth an estimated $7.2
billion and was in addition to

“large stocks of Soviet-era weap-
onry accumulated over decades
of conflict”.

The ministry said attempts to
establish a Pakistani connection
to such weapons appeared de-
signed to “divert international at-
tention” from a “far more serious
and documented concern” —
that terrorist groups continued to
operate from Afghan soil.

“Terrorist groups continue to
find space, facilitation and opera-
tional freedom on Afghan soil to
plan, support and execute attacks
inside Pakistan,” it added.

Rather than resorting to “im-
plausible accusations and blame-
shifting”, the ministry said Af-
ghan Taliban authorities should
address the presence of “terror-
ist sanctuaries” on their territory.

It further stated that the au-
thorities also needed to fulfil their
“repeated commitments” that Af-
ghan soil would

not be allowed to be used for
terrorism against Pakistan or any
other country.

Pakistan has repeatedly
pointed to an Afghanistan–India
nexus behind terrorism in the
country.

In November 2024, Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations Director-
General Lieutenant General
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry had is-
sued a warning that the Afghan
regime was a threat not just to
Pakistan but to the entire region
and the world, citing the aban-
donment of $7.2 billion worth of
American military equipment dur-
ing the US withdrawal.

QASEEM SHAH:

QUETTA: Mobile phone and
internet services were suddenly
suspended in Quetta on Sunday,
disrupting daily life across the
provincial capital and leaving stu-

dents, healthcare workers, busi-
nesses, journalists and thou-
sands of ordinary residents strug-
gling to stay connected.

The unexpected internet
shutdown in Quetta affected
people who depend on mobile
networks and internet services for
education, healthcare, business,
journalism, food delivery and
communication with family mem-
bers.

Students were among the
worst affected, with many unable
to attend online classes, access
study material or communicate
with teachers and classmates.
Medical professionals also faced
difficulties coordinating with col-
leagues and patients, raising con-
cerns about communication dur-
ing emergencies.

Businesses and traders re-
ported disruptions to their rou-
tine operations, including com-
munication with customers,
online transactions and digital
services. Food-delivery workers
also struggled to receive orders
and contact customers because
of the loss of mobile connectiv-
ity.

Journalists in Quetta faced
additional challenges in gather-
ing information,  contacting
sources and transmitting  news

from the field. For news
organisations increasingly de-
pendent on digital platforms, the
outage created significant ob-
stacles to timely reporting.

For ordinary citizens, the
suspension meant something
more basic but equally important:

they could not easily speak to
their families and loved ones.

People trying to check on
relatives, arrange transport, con-
tact colleagues or seek assistance
were left without reliable commu-
nication. In a city where mobile
phones have become essential for
almost every aspect of daily life,
the sudden shutdown created
widespread frustration and uncer-
tainty.

Sources within the Pakistan
government said mobile and
internet services were suspended
because of security threats in
Quetta and as a precautionary
measure to prevent any untoward
incident. Authorities did not im-
mediately announce how long the
services would remain sus-
pended.

While security concerns can
require temporary restrictions,
residents have called for timely
information about such measures
and the restoration of connectiv-
ity as soon as the security situa-
tion improves.

The Quetta internet shut-
down has once again highlighted
how heavily residents depend on
digital connectivity—not only for
social media and entertainment,
but also for education,
healthcare, commerce, journalism.

FILE PHOTO : Pakistan-Afghanistan border at Chaman.
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Soil Erosion in Bolan, Balochistan: When the Land We
Depend On Begins to Disappear

By Ayesha Tanveer:
In the valleys of Bolan,
the land tells a story that
is easy to miss if we only
look at the surface. The
mountains stand tall, the
valleys stretch across
the landscape, and farm-
ers continue to work the
soil as their families have
done for generations.
But beneath this familiar
picture, something is
changing. Little by little,
the soil that supports
agriculture and rural life
is being washed away
by sudden floods, car-
ried off by strong winds
and weakened by years
of pressure on the land.

Soil erosion may
not happen overnight,
and it rarely makes head-
lines. Yet for the people
who depend on the land,
its effects are real. A
field that once produced
a reasonable harvest
may gradually become
less productive. A farmer
who once relied on rain
and traditional methods
may find that the same
approach no longer
works. For communities
in Bolan, soil erosion is
becoming more than an
environmental con-
cern—it is increasingly
a threat to agriculture,
livelihoods and the fu-
ture of rural life.

A Fragile Land Un-
der Pressure

Balochistan is
Pakistan’s largest prov-
ince by area, covering
nearly 44 percent of the
country’s land. Yet only
a small portion of this
vast region is suitable
for cultivation. In places
like Bolan, farming has
always depended on a
delicate relationship be-
tween soil, rainfall, wa-
ter availability and tradi-
tional knowledge.

That relationship is
now under growing
pressure Bolan lies in an
arid to semi-arid region
where rainfall is limited
and unpredictable. Farm-
ers can experience long
dry periods followed by
sudden and intense rain-
fall. Instead of slowly
soaking into the ground,
heavy rain can rush
through valleys and
fields, creating flash
floods that carry away
the most valuable layer

of soil.
This is one of the

greatest problems with
soil erosion: the soil that
disappears first is often
the soil that agriculture
needs the most.

The topsoil con-
tains organic matter and
nutrients essential for
healthy crops. Once it is
washed away, rebuild-
ing it can take years,
sometimes decades.

When Rain Be-
comes a Threat Rain is
essential for life and ag-
riculture, but in Bolan,
the way rain arrives can
sometimes be as impor-
tant as how much rain
falls.

After months of
dryness, the soil may
become hard and vul-
nerable. When intense
rainfall suddenly arrives,
water can move rapidly
across the surface in-
stead of being absorbed
into the ground. In the
mountainous terrain of
Bolan,  steep slopes
make this runoff even
faster.The result can be
devastating. Water cuts
through fields, carries
soil downhill and depos-
its sediment in streams
and irrigation channels.
What begins as erosion
on a hillside can even-
tually contribute to
blocked waterways, in-
creased flood risks and
damage to agricultural
land.

This creates a diffi-
cult cycle: dry condi-
tions weaken the land,
intense rainfall removes
the soil, and the loss of
soil makes the land even
more vulnerable the next
time heavy rain arrives.

Human Activities
Are Making the Problem
Worse

Nature is not the
only factor behind the
changing landscape.
Human activities have
also played an important
role.

Vegetation is one of
the land’s natural de-
fenses against erosion.
Trees,  shrubs and
grasses help hold soil
together through their
roots and reduce the
speed at which rainwa-
ter flows across the
ground. When vegeta-
tion is removed, the soil

is left exposed.
In many areas, trees

and shrubs are cut for
fuelwood and construc-
tion. Over time, the loss
of vegetation leaves hill-
sides and open land
more vulnerable to wind
and water.

Livestock grazing is
another important part of
life in Bolan, but too
much grazing can place
enormous pressure on
fragile rangelands.
Goats, sheep and cattle
depend on these lands
for food, while local fami-
lies depend on livestock
for income and survival.
The problem arises
when grazing becomes
excessive and vegeta-
tion does not have
enough time to recover.

Without sufficient
grass and shrub cover,
the soil is exposed. Re-
peated movement of ani-
mals can also compact
the ground, making it
harder for rainwater to
enter the soil. More wa-
ter then flows across the
surface, taking soil with
it.Farming Practices and
the Loss of Fertility

Farmers in Bolan are
working under difficult
circumstances. Water is
scarce, rainfall is uncer-
tain and access to mod-

ern agricultural  re-
sources can be limited.
Many farming practices
have developed out of
necessity rather than
choice.

However, some tra-
ditional and intensive
practices can uninten-
tionally contribute to
soil degradation. Re-
peated deep ploughing
can disturb soil struc-
ture, while limited crop
rotation and a lack of or-
ganic matter can gradu-
ally weaken the soil.

In areas where farm-
ers struggle to find
enough fodder for live-
stock, crop residues may
be removed from fields
instead of being left to
protect the soil. As a re-
sult, fields can remain
exposed for long peri-
ods.

The consequences
become visible over
time. As fertile topsoil
disappears,  the soil
loses nutrients and or-
ganic matter. Crops may
grow less vigorously,
and harvests may de-
cline. For a small farmer,
this is not simply a num-
ber on a production
chart. A smaller harvest
can mean less food for
the family, less income
and greater difficulty

paying for seeds, fertil-
izer and other agricul-
tural expenses.

The Hidden Cost of
Declining Soil Fertility

Healthy soil does
more than provide nutri-
ents to crops. It also acts
like a natural reservoir,
holding water and mak-
ing it available to plants
during dry periods.

When erosion re-
moves organic matter
and damages soil struc-
ture, the land becomes
less capable of retaining
moisture. In a dry region
like Bolan, this can be
particularly damaging.

Farmers may then
turn increasingly to
chemical fertilizers to
compensate for declin-
ing fertility.

Fertilizers can help
crops in the short term,
but they cannot replace
the lost structure and
organic matter of healthy
soil. They can also in-
crease production costs
for farmers who are al-
ready financially vulner-
able.

This can create a dif-
ficult cycle:Soil erosion
reduces fertility ? crop
yields decline ? farmers
spend more on inputs ?
production costs in-
crease ? household in-

come falls ? poverty and
economic pressure grow.

Breaking this cycle
requires restoring the
health of the soil itself
rather than relying only
on short-term solutions.

The Problem Does
Not Stop at the Farm

The effects of ero-
sion do not remain within
the boundaries of agri-
cultural fields.

When soil  is
washed away, it often
ends up in rivers, streams
and irrigation channels.
Over time, this sediment
can reduce water storage
capacity and interfere
with irrigation systems.

Sedimentation can
also increase flood risks
during heavy rainfall. At
the same time, the loss
of vegetation can dam-
age natural habitats and
reduce biodiversity.

If degradation con-
tinues for years without
intervention, productive
land may gradually be-
come severely degraded
and increasingly diffi-
cult to cultivate. For
Balochistan, where cul-
tivable land is already
limited, losing even more
agricultural land could
have serious conse-
quences.

A Crisis That Af-

fects People, Not Just
Soil Perhaps the most
overlooked aspect of
soil erosion is its human
cost.

For many families in
rural Bolan, agriculture
and livestock are not
simply occupations.
They are a way of life.
When the land becomes
less productive, the ef-
fects reach directly into
people’s homes.

Lower crop yields
can reduce household
income and increase
food insecurity. Families
may become more de-
pendent on outside food
supplies or government
assistance. As farming
becomes less reliable,
young people may leave
villages and move to-
ward urban areas in
search of better oppor-
tunities.

Over time, environ-
mental degradation can
therefore contribute to
social change and migra-
tion.

This is why soil ero-
sion should not be
treated as an isolated en-
vironmental issue. It is
connected to poverty,
food security, employ-
ment, migration and the
long-term stability of ru-
ral communities.

There Is Still Time
to Act There are practi-
cal steps that can make
a difference. Farmers
can adopt conservation
agriculture techniques
such as reduced tillage,
crop rotation and retain-
ing crop residues. Add-
ing organic matter to the
soil  can improve its
structure and help it re-
tain moisture.

Restoring vegeta-
tion is equally important.
Planting native trees,
shrubs and grasses can
help stabilize slopes and
protect the land from
erosion.

Grazing also needs
to be managed carefully.
Controlled grazing sys-
tems can give damaged
rangelands time to re-
cover while still allowing
communities to maintain
their livestock.

Water management
offers another important
opportunity. Small check
dams, rainwater harvest-
ing systems and im-

proved irrigation meth-
ods can slow down run-
off, capture water and
reduce soil loss. These
measures can be particu-
larly valuable in areas
where every drop of wa-
ter matters.

But no solution will
work without the in-
volvement of the people
who live on the land.

Farmers, livestock
owners and local com-
munities must be part of
the decision-making
process. They under-
stand their environment,
its challenges and its
changing conditions.
Government insti tu-
tions, agricultural ex-
perts and development
organizations can sup-
port them with technical
knowledge, training and
resources, but long-term
success will depend on
local participation.

Conclusion
Soil  erosion in

Bolan is a quiet crisis,
but its consequences
are anything but small.
Every layer of fertile soil
that disappears repre-
sents a loss of agricul-
tural potential. Every
degraded field puts ad-
ditional pressure on a
farmer. Every damaged
hillside increases the
vulnerability of commu-
nities to floods and land
degradation.

The challenge is
becoming more urgent
as climate change, water
scarcity and extreme
weather place additional
pressure on already frag-
ile landscapes.

Protecting Bolan’s
soil therefore means pro-
tecting much more than
farmland. It means pro-
tecting the food security
and livelihoods of fami-
lies who depend on ag-
riculture. It means pre-
serving the natural envi-
ronment and reducing
the risk of future land
degradation.

The soil beneath
our feet may seem ordi-
nary, but for the people
of Bolan, it is the foun-
dation of their lives.

Saving that soil is
not just an environmen-
tal responsibility. It is an
investment in the future
of Bolan and the people
who call it home.

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma
Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent to
global carbon emis-
sions, yet it consistently
ranks among the coun-
tries most exposed to cli-
mate-induced disasters.
This imbalance is not
merely an environmental
concern; it reflects gov-
ernance dilemma rooted
in a weak institutional
coordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and wa-
ter insecurity demon-
strate its far-reaching
global consequences.
Since these impacts tran-
scend national borders,
climate change is inher-
ently a global challenge.
Along with other devel-
oping nations, Pakistan
remains highly vulner-
able.  In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth warm-
est year in the last 64
years, with an average
temperature of 23.52°C
and rainfall levels 31 per-
cent above the historical
average. This highlights
the urgency of collec-
tive international action.

For Pakistan, how-

ever, climate vulnerabil-
ity is compounded by
governance constraints.
Fragmented institutional
coordination,  weak
policy implementation,

and limited emphasis on
adaptation have reduced
the state’s capacity to
respond effectively.
Consequently, the cli-
mate crisis in Pakistan re-

flects not only environ-
mental stress but also
persistent governance
failures. Climate change
refers to long-term shifts
in global weather pat-

terns and temperatures,
primarily driven by hu-
man activities.

According to
United Nations find-
ings, excessive green-

house gas emissions
have intensified heat re-
tention in the atmo-
sphere. Gases such as
carbon dioxide, methane,
and nitrous oxide have

thickened the atmo-
spheric blanket, largely
due to deforestation,
fossil fuel consumption,
and rapid industrializa-
tion.

One of the most vis-
ible consequences of cli-
mate change is rising
global temperatures.

The Copernicus
Climate Change Service
reported that average
global temperatures in
2024 exceeded pre-in-
dustrial levels by 1.52°C.
This warming has inten-
sified heatwaves, pro-
longed droughts, and
increased wildfire risks.
Rising temperatures
have also disrupted
weather systems, lead-
ing to irregular rainfall,
intense storms, and
stronger hurricanes.

Another major con-
sequence is sea-level
rise. Oceans absorb
nearly 90 percent of ex-
cess heat caused by
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, leading to thermal
expansion.  Simulta-
neously, melting glaciers
and ice sheets contrib-
ute to rising sea levels.

According to Ency-
clopedia Britannica, glo-
bal sea levels have risen
by approximately 21 to
25 centimeters since
1880, threatening coastal
livelihoods and infra-
structure.  Climate
change has also intensi-
fied water scarcity, a
growing global concern.
Pakistan is already a wa-
ter-stressed country,
and climate variability
has further exacerbated
this challenge.
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Hub DC Reviews Revenue Affairs, Tax Collection
and Price Control Measures

Jumma Dad Khan Mandokhail Directs Officials to Accelerate Revenue
Recovery and Improve Public Services

Pishin Displays Banners to
Welcome Pakistan-Saudi

Arabia-Türkiye Defense Pact
DC Mansoor Qazi Highlights Strong Brotherhood and

Strategic Cooperation Among Three Countries

Six Junior Clerks Promoted to Senior Clerk Posts in
Balochistan Labour Department

Two Hazara Men Return Home Safely After
Abduction in Balochistan

Jan Muhammad and Sajjad Ali Reunited with Families After July 24
Abduction; Rs25 Million Ransom Was Reportedly Demanded

MPA Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman Visits Ormara to
Review Public Issues and Development Initiatives

Meeting Focuses on Basic Services, Administrative Affairs and Development
Projects in Coastal Tehsil

EPA Inspects Qalat DHQ Hospital to
Review Medical Waste Management

Balochistan Environmental Protection
Agency Assesses Waste Segregation,
Disposal and Incinerator Operations

HUB: Deputy Commis-
sioner Hub Jumma Dad
Khan Mandokhail
chaired an important
meeting on revenue af-
fairs at the Deputy
Commissioner's Office
Hub, reviewing govern-
ment revenue collection,
public service delivery,
price control, land valu-
ation, and other admin-
istrative matters across
the district.

The meeting was
attended by the Execu-
tive Engineer of the Irri-
gation and Canal System
Department, all Assis-
tant Commissioners and
Tehsildars

of Hub District ,
Naib Tehsildars, and rel-
evant officers and offi-
cials of the Revenue De-
partment.

Revenue Collection
and Administrative Af-
fairs Reviewed The meet-
ing reviewed the collec-
tion of various govern-
ment revenues,

including Ushr,

Abiana (water charges),
and Agricultural Income
Tax (AIT).

Deputy Commis-
sioner Mandokhail di-
rected the relevant offic-
ers to adopt an effective
strategy to achieve as-
signed revenue targets
and accelerate the re-
covery of outstanding
government dues.

He emphasized that
timely and transparent
collection of govern-
ment revenue is an im-
portant component of
the state's financial sys-
tem and directed offi-
cials to perform their re-
sponsibilities with integ-
rity and diligence.

He also ordered that
revenue records be kept
complete, accurate, and
regularly updated, while
ensuring transparency
throughout the collec-
tion process.

Price Control Mea-
sures Strengthened The
meeting also reviewed
measures to control
prices of essential com-
modities in the district.

The Deputy Com-
missioner instructed As-
sistant Commissioners
and other concerned of-
ficials to regularly moni-
tor prices in their respec-
tive areas and ensure
strict implementation of
official price lists.

He directed authori-
ties to take legal action
against businesses in-
volved in overcharging,
hoarding, and other vio-
lations in accordance
with the law.

Public Complaints
to Be Addressed
Promptly Deputy Com-
missioner Hub stressed
that citizens should not
face unnecessary diffi-
culties while accessing
revenue and other gov-
ernment services.

He instructed offic-
ers to give priority to
public complaints and
ensure their timely reso-
lution, with the objec-
tive of improving public

service delivery and
strengthening public
confidence in the district
administration.

Land Valuation
Table Under Review The
meeting also held a de-
tailed discussion on the
preparation of the land
valuation table for Hub
District.

The Deputy Com-
missioner directed rev-
enue officials to ensure
that the valuation pro-
cess is transparent and
effective, taking into ac-
count current market
conditions, the nature
and location of different
areas, and other relevant
factors.

QUETTA: Six Junior
Clerks of the Directorate
of Manpower Training,
Labour and Manpower
Department Balochistan
have been promoted to
the posts of Senior
Clerk.

The employees
promoted include
Sanaullah, Sawal Khan,
Mansoor Anwar,
Muhammad Jameel,
Nauman Qayyum, and
Rozi Khan.

Employees Express
Gratitude Over Promo-

tions The newly pro-
moted employees ex-
pressed happiness over
their promotions and ex-
tended their sincere
gratitude to Secretary
Labour Department
Balochistan Saleh
Muhammad Nasir, Pro-
vincial  Adviser for
Labour Baba Ghulam
Rasool Umrani, and Di-
rector Manpower Irshad
Ahmed for their support
and efforts.

The employees said
that the personal inter-

est, dedicated efforts,
and initiatives taken by
the officials

for the welfare of
departmental employees
helped turn their long-
standing expectation of
career advancement into
reality.

They appreciated
the department's efforts
to address employees'
concerns and ensure the
provision of their legiti-
mate rights.

Commitment to Em-
ployee Welfare The pro-

moted employees ex-
pressed hope that the
officers of the Labour
and Manpower Depart-
ment Balochistan would
continue their efforts in
the future to improve
employee welfare and
resolve legitimate ser-
vice-related issues.

They said timely
promotions and resolu-
tion of employees' con-
cerns would further im-
prove morale and con-
tribute to greater effi-
ciency within the depart-

ment.
Balochistan Labour

Department promotions,
Junior Clerks promoted,
Senior Clerk
Balochistan, Manpower
Training Directorate
Quetta, Labour Depart-
ment Quetta, Sanaullah,
Sawal Khan, Mansoor
Anwar, Muhammad
Jameel,  Nauman
Qayyum, Rozi Khan,
employee welfare
Balochistan, govern-
ment employees promo-
tions.

GWADAR: Balochistan
Member of Provincial
Assembly Maulana
Hidayat ur Rehman
Baloch visited Ormara,
where he met party work-
ers and Assistant Com-
missioner Ormara Dr.
Mah Noor Barkat at her
office. Tehsildar Ormara
Noor Jan was also
present. During the
meeting, the participants
discussed public issues,
administrative matters,
provision of basic facili-
ties, and ongoing devel-
opment initiatives in
Ormara in detail.

MPA Pledges Sup-
port for Public Welfare
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Maulana Hidayat
ur Rehman said that the
development of
Balochistan and pros-
perity of its people are

among the top priorities,
adding that public ser-
vice remains the central
focus of his politics.

He said Ormara is an
important part of Gwadar
District and assured that
all possible measures
would be taken to im-
prove the provision of
essential facilities, par-
t icularly healthcare,
education, clean drink-
ing water, electricity, and
employment opportuni-

ties. The MPA appreci-
ated the efforts of the
Assistant Commis-
sioner Ormara in ad-
dressing public griev-
ances and expressed
hope that the administra-
tion and elected repre-
sentatives would con-
tinue working together
to promote development
in the area. Administra-
tion Assures Transpar-
ent Development Assis-
tant Commissioner

Ormara Dr. Mah Noor
Barkat thanked the MPA
for his visit and assured
him that the administra-
tion remains fully active
in ensuring the prompt
resolution of public com-
plaints, merit-based ad-
ministrative decisions,
and transparent comple-
tion of development
projects. She said that
stronger coordination
between the administra-
tion and local communi-

ties would help acceler-
ate development and im-
prove public service de-
livery in Ormara.

The meeting under-
scored the importance of
close coordination be-
tween elected represen-
tatives, district adminis-
tration, and citizens to
address public needs
and advance sustain-
able development in
Ormara.

Maulana Hidayat ur
Rehman Baloch, Ormara
development, Gwadar
District, Ormara public
issues,  Balochistan
MPA, Dr Mah Noor
Barkat, Ormara adminis-
tration, clean drinking
water Ormara, healthcare
Ormara, education in
Ormara, electricity and
employment, Gwadar
news.

PISHIN: On the direc-
tives of Deputy Commis-
sioner Pishin Mansoor
Qazi, banners and
panaflexes welcoming
the historic joint defense
agreement between Pa-
kistan, Saudi Arabia, and
Türkiye have been dis-
played at various district
government offices
across Pishin.

The initiative aims
to express solidarity with
the three brotherly

countries while high-
lighting their
longstanding fraternal
relations, mutual trust,
and growing defense
cooperation.

Messages of Soli-
darity Displayed Across
Government Offices The
banners displayed at
government offices carry
messages welcoming
the strengthening of re-
lations and joint defense
partnership among Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia, and
Türkiye.

The campaign is in-

tended to raise public
awareness of the close
ties between the three
countries and demon-
strate solidarity with
their efforts to
strengthen regional co-
operation.

DC Pishin Wel-
comes Strengthened
Strategic Partnership
Deputy Commissioner
Mansoor Qazi said Paki-
stan enjoys
longstanding brotherly

and friendly relations
with Saudi Arabia and
Türkiye, describing the
joint defense agreement
reached in Makkah as an
important development
toward further strength-
ening cooperation and
strategic partnership
among the three coun-
tries. He said Pakistan
has always supported
the promotion of peace,
stability, and mutual co-
operation with brotherly
Muslim countries.

According to the
Deputy Commissioner,

the agreement is ex-
pected to contribute
positively to regional
peace and security while
further strengthening
the bonds of friendship,
brotherhood, solidarity,
and mutual respect
among the peoples of
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
and Türkiye.

The district admin-
istration said the display
of banners reflects the
spirit of solidarity and

appreciation for the
deep-rooted relations
between the three coun-
tries.

Pakistan Saudi
Arabia Türkiye defense
agreement, Pishin news,
Mansoor Qazi, Pakistan
Saudi Turkey relations,
joint defense pact, Saudi
Arabia Pakistan rela-
tions, Türkiye Pakistan
relations, Pishin district
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Balochistan news,
Makkah defense agree-
ment, regional security
cooperation.

QALAT: On the direc-
tives of Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, Provincial
Adviser for Environ-
ment Nasim ur Rehman,
Secretary Environment
and Climate Change
Noor Ahmed Pirkani, and
Director General of the
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Zahoor
Baloch, the Balochistan
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) Re-
gional Office Qalat con-
ducted a detailed inspec-
tion of the District Head-

quarters (DHQ) Hospital
Qalat. The inspection
was carried out by EPA
Assistant Director Faiza
to assess the hospital's
medical waste manage-
ment and disposal sys-
tem and ensure compli-
ance with environmental
regulations. Medical
Waste Management
System Reviewed Dur-
ing the inspection, EPA
officials reviewed the
procedures for segrega-

tion, collection, storage,
and disposal of medical
waste at the hospital.

The inspection also
covered the use of color-
coded waste bins, safe
handling of sharps such
as syringes and other
sharp medical instru-
ments, management of
infectious waste, and the
availability and opera-
tional status of the
hospital's incinerator.

The overall cleanli-
ness and sanitation con-
ditions of the hospital
were also assessed.

Hospital Adminis-
tration Directed to En-
sure Compliance During
the inspection,

hospital  Chief
Medical Officer Dr.
Muhammad Yaqoob and
other staff members were
instructed to ensure that
all medical waste is prop-
erly segregated, safely
stored, and disposed of
in accordance with envi-
ronmental laws and hos-
pital waste management

guidelines.
EPA officials em-

phasized that proper
medical waste disposal
is essential for protect-
ing public health and the
environment.

The hospital admin-
istration was therefore
directed to ensure strict
compliance with all ap-
plicable environmental
regulations and pre-
scribed waste manage-
ment procedures to mini-
mize health and environ-
mental risks.

Qalat DHQ Hospi-

Quetta Transporters Strike Begins
as Balochistan Truck Owners Join

Nationwide Wheel-Jam Protest

QUETTA: Two
Hazara men, Jan
Muhammad and Sajjad
Ali, who were abducted
on July 24, have safely
returned home, bringing
a sense of relief and hap-
piness to their families,
relatives, and members
of the local community.

The two men had
reportedly remained in
captivity for several
days following their ab-
duction. According to
reports, the kidnappers
had demanded Rs25 mil-
lion (Rs2.5 crore) as ran-
som for their release.

Their safe return has
ended days of uncer-
tainty for their families,
who had been waiting
anxiously for news
about their whereabouts
and wellbeing.

Families Welcome
Safe Return Following
their return,  Jan
Muhammad and Sajjad
Ali were reunited with
their families at their
homes in Quetta. Family
members and commu-
nity members expressed
relief and gratitude over
their safe recovery after
what had been a deeply
distressing period.

The return of the

two men also brought
renewed reassurance to
members of the Hazara
community, who had
closely followed devel-
opments surrounding
the case.

Kashif Haidari Vis-
its Recovered Men Fol-
lowing their safe return,
Kashif Haidari of the
Central Organization of
Traders Balochistan vis-
ited Jan Muhammad and
Sajjad Ali at their respec-
tive residences.

During the visit,
Haidari met the two men
and their family mem-
bers, congratulated them
on their safe return, and
expressed happiness
that they had been re-
united with their loved
ones. He also conveyed
solidarity with the fami-
lies, who had faced con-
siderable uncertainty
and anxiety during the
period of the men's ab-
sence. Ransom Demand
Reported According to

the information avail-
able regarding the inci-
dent, the abductors had
reportedly demanded
Rs25 million for the re-
lease of the two men.

However, details
concerning the circum-
stances of their release,
whether any ransom was
ultimately paid, and the
identity or whereabouts
of the alleged kidnap-
pers have not been in-
dependently confirmed.

No further details

regarding the operation
or circumstances that
led to their recovery
were immediately avail-
able. Relief After Days
of Uncertainty The safe
return of Jan
Muhammad and Sajjad
Ali has brought consid-
erable relief to their fami-
lies and the wider com-
munity.

Cases involving ab-
duction and ransom de-
mands can create sig-
nificant fear.

tal, Balochistan Environ-
mental Protection
Agency, EPA Qalat,
medical waste manage-
ment Pakistan, hospital
waste disposal,
Balochistan EPA inspec-
tion, Qalat hospital in-
spection, medical waste
segregation, healthcare
waste management, en-
vironmental protection
Balochistan, hospital
sanitation, incinerator
inspection.

Ali Hamza
QUETTA : Goods trans-
porters in Balochistan
have joined a nationwide
wheel-jam strike, with
the Balochistan Goods
Truck Owners Associa-
tion announcing sup-
port for the indefinite
protest against rising
operational costs, taxes,
toll charges and other
issues facing the trans-
port sector.

The strike, which
began on Saturday, Au-
gust 8, 2026, is expected
to affect the movement
of goods on major routes
connecting Quetta with
other parts of
Balochistan and the
country.

Why are
transporters
on strike?
Transporters say

the cost of running com-
mercial vehicles has in-
creased sharply, while
taxes, toll charges and
other expenses have
placed additional pres-
sure on truck owners and
operators. The nation-
wide transporters’ alli-
ance has raised several
demands, including re-
lief from diesel price in-
creases, withholding
taxes, toll taxes and other

financial burdens im-
posed on the transport
industry.

The Balochistan
Truck Owners Associa-
tion has joined the ac-
tion, increasing con-
cerns about possible
disruption to the supply
chain across the prov-
ince.

What could be
affected?
If the strike contin-

ues, the wheel-jam may
affect:

– Goods transporta-
tion to and from Quetta

– Supply of essen-
tial commodities

– Cargo movement
between Balochistan
and other provinces

– Commercial and
industrial activities

– Imports and ex-
ports through major
routes

– Movement of
trucks and heavy ve-
hicles on national high-
ways

Transporters have
also repeatedly raised
concerns over highway
security, particularly in-
cidents involving at-
tacks on cargo vehicles
and threats to drivers
travelling on major
routes in Balochistan.

Transporters
demand action

Transport repre-
sentatives are calling for
immediate government
intervention and nego-
tiations to address their
concerns.  Their de-
mands include reduc-
tion or review of toll
taxes, relief from with-
holding tax, measures to
control transportation
costs, improved security
on highways.
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Unregulated placer gold mining raises
concerns in GB

Zardari meets Naqvi amid 'system reset' debate
NEWS DESK: Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari
on Saturday met Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi in Lahore, days
after the latter sparked
controversy by declar-
ing that the existing
system had "col-
lapsed" and calling for
the creation of new
administrative units, a
proposal that has
drawn firm opposition
from the PPP, particu-
larly in the context of
Sindh.

President Zardari,
who is also PPP co-
chairman, arrived in
Lahore late on Friday
night, but his arrival
was not communi-
cated to the PPP's lo-
cal chapter, according
to party sources. The
local leadership also
remained unaware of
the president's itiner-
ary on Saturday, the
sources said.

Later in the day, it
emerged that Presi-
dent Zardari had met
Naqvi. Former federal
minister Gohar Ejaz
and several prominent
business figures also
attended the meeting,
according to media
reports.

No official state-
ment was issued about
the meeting which
took place against the
backdrop of the inte-
rior minister's July 30
statement arguing that
the existing system
was no longer deliver-
ing and that additional
administrative units
were needed.

His remarks trig-
gered a political reac-
tion, particularly from
the PPP, which has
consistently opposed
proposals to divide

position, maintaining
that his remarks aimed
at shortcomings in the
administrative and
governance structure
rather than suggesting
the federal govern-
ment or the political
system itself was on
the verge of collapse.

The clarification
effectively shifted the
emphasis of his earlier
remarks from the sta-
bility of the govern-
ment to the perfor-
mance of the admin-
istrative system.

leaders, including
PML-N President
Nawaz Sharif, Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam
Nawaz and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar,
also held an important
meeting at Nawaz
Sharif's Jati Umrah
residence.

The official state-
ment issued after the
meeting remained si-
lent on the creation of
additional administra-
tive units. The meet-

cal rivalries in the run-
up to the Azad Jammu
and Kashmir elec-
tions.

The PML-N has
yet to announce a for-
mal position on the
creation of new prov-
inces. Two Punjab
provincial ministers,
responding to ques-
tions at a press confer-
ence, said the party
had not yet deliberated
on the matter.

A PML-N insider
earlier told The Ex-
press Tribune that
Naqvi's statement had
sent shockwaves
through the party and
beyond, particularly
because of the man-
ner in which he articu-
lated his position.

According to the
insider, both the PML-
N and PPP could be
among the biggest po-
litical losers under the
proposal, as accepting
it in its current form
could confine the par-
ties to specific re-
gions. Rejecting it,
however, also did not
appear to be an easy
option, leaving the
PML-N in a "between
the devil and the deep
sea" situation.

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)to court opposition parties
for long march

Sindh or create new
provinces in the prov-
ince. Naqvi has since
sought to clarify his

The issue has fig-
ured prominently in
political circles as ear-
lier senior PML-N

ing, however, dis-
cussed the country's
overall political situa-
tion, particularly politi-

NUMS MDCAT 2026 Postponed;
New Exam Date Announced

Syed Muhammad
Yaseen

ISLAMABAD: The
NUMS MDCAT 2026 ex-
amination has been
postponed, with the new
test date announced as
September 13, 2026.
The NUMS MDCAT
2026 was previously
scheduled to be held on
August 23, 2026. Candi-
dates preparing for ad-
mission to MBBS and
BDS programmes under
the National University
of Medical Sciences will
now appear in the en-
trance test on the re-
vised date. According to
the updated information
shared with candidates,
the revised schedule is:

Old NUMS
MDCAT Date: August

NEWS DESK: In-
creasing placer gold
mining activities in
stre-ams and rivers are
threatening the fragile
ecosystem of Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB), with
au--thorities describing
them as a serious risk to
dams, including the
Diamer-Bhasha Dam, as
well as roads, bridges,
important infrastructure
and human settlements
along riverbanks.

Currently, a large
number of local compa-
nies, in joint ventures
with national and multi-
national companies, are
enga-ged in extracting
gold from rivers and
streams across GB.

Sources said placer
gold mining activities in
rivers and streams had
increased across the re-
gion in violation of en-
vironmental laws, caus-
ing environmental deg-
radation and putting
roads, bridges, govern-
ment and private infra-
structure, human settle-
ments and agricultural
land at risk of river ero-
sion. The activities were
also causing water, air
and land pollution.

Speaking to Dawn,
Gilgit-Baltistan Environ-
mental Protection
Agency (GBEPA) Direc-
tor Khadim Hussain said
the issue had become
more serious in recent
years as placer gold min-
ing companies were not
complying with environ-
mental laws.

According to the
GBEPA, it had been ob-
served that heavy ma-
chinery was being used
for gold extraction from
riverbeds and streams,

mostly near brid-ges,
roads, government and
pri--vate infrastructure,
human settlements and
agricultural land.

Oil and other mate-
rials lea-king from gen-
erators and other ma-
chinery used in the ex-
traction process were
also mixing with river
and stream water.

It had also been ob-

The GBEPA said
the construction of pro-
tection walls along
riverbanks for gold ex-
traction and the use of
excavated material al-
tered the natural flow of
rivers and streams, di-
verting water towards
roads, bridges, human
settlements, infrastruc-
ture and agricultural
land. The diversion of

Furthermore, the
dumping of excavated
material could cause se-
rious and irreversible
damage to sensitive in-
frastructure.

No proper camp-
sites had been estab-
lished at the project
sites, while no appropri-
ate mechanisms had
been provided for the
safe collection and dis-

posal of solid waste. Ad-
equate sanitation and
restroom facilities had
also not been provided
for workers at the sites,
resulting in improper
waste management.

“These actions
constitute a breach of
the environmental con-
ditions of approval and
endanger public health
and safety.

served that untreated
wash water generated
from gold-washing ac-
tivities, along with de-
bris, was being dis-
charged into rivers with-
out any sedimentation
or settling mechanism.

The polluted river
water was being used by
people in many areas for
drinking and other daily
needs.

natural watercourses
posed a serious risk of
erosion and
destabilisation of steep
slopes adjoining roads,
bridges, infrastructure,
human settlements and
agricultural land situated
near riverbanks and
streams. Such damage
could be particularly se-
vere during periods of
high river discharge.

Security forces kill 15 terrorists in Balochistan
IBOs: state media

NEWS DESK: Secu-
rity forces have killed
15 terrorists in multiple
intelligence-based op-
erations (IBOs) in sev-
eral areas of
Balochistan, state me-
dia reported on Sun-
day.

State-run Pakistan
TV reported citing
sources that the IBOs

their movement,” Pa-
kistan TV said.

Khawarij is a term
the state uses for ter-
rorists.

The latest opera-
tions by the security
forces in Balochistan
take place as the prov-
ince continues to face
security challenges.

According to the

372 in July, the report
said.

Security personnel
deaths in Balochistan
increased from six in
June to 62 in July, rep-
resenting a rise of
933pc. Terrorist
deaths rose from 75 to
238, while civilian
deaths increased by
93pc, from 28 to 54.

July 6. During that as-
sault, armed attackers
kidnapped and killed
27 police officers.

On July 9, Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif said that the
country’s civil and
military leadership had
taken a “mutual and
singular decision” to
end terrorism after

were carried out in
Mastung, Bolan,
Washuk, Awaran, Sibi,
Khuzdar, Harnai, and
Nushki under Opera-
tion Raddul Fitna 3.

Weapons and
ammunition were also
recovered from the
slain terrorists, it re-
ported. “The opera-
tions severely dam-
aged the khawarij net-
work and restricted

Pakistan Institute for
Conflict and Security
Studies’ (PICSS)
monthly security as-
sessment released on
July 31, the security
situation deteriorated
most significantly in
Balochistan in the
country last month.

The overall death
toll increased by
241pc in Balochistan,
from 109 in June to

Eighteen members of
peace committees
were also killed in the
province.

Last month, secu-
rity forces and law en-
forcement personnel
jointly launched Op-
eration Shaban in
Balochistan in retalia-
tion for a deadly attack
on a police post at the
Mangi Dam pumping
station in Ziarat on

23, 2026
New NUMS

MDCAT Date: Septem-
ber 13, 2026

Status: Postponed
New Exam Date:

September 13, 2026
The postponement

gives NUMS MDCAT
aspirants additional
preparation time for the
medical entry test, in-
cluding the Biology,
Chemistry, Physics, En-
glish and Psychological
Assessment compo-
nents where applicable.

The official NUMS
admission notice had
originally scheduled
NUMS MDCAT 2026 for
Sunday, August 23,
2026, at 10:00 AM.

Students have been
advised to rely on offi-

cial announcements and
continue their prepara-
tion according to the re-
vised examination
schedule.

NUMS MDCAT
Preparation

Students looking
for preparation support,
including NUMS FLPs
(Full-Length Papers),
Psychological Tests,
NUMS MDCAT MCQs,
past-paper practice and
entry-test guidance, can
contact Students Nexus
By SMY at:

03083893269
Students can also

follow the Students
Nexus By SMY
WhatsApp Channel for
updates, preparation
material and admission
guidance.

On-duty cop martyred, another
injured in Lakki Marwat attack

NEWS DESK: A
constable was
martyred and another
sustained bullet
wounds while on duty
in an attack in the
Saeedkhel area of
K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa’s Lakki
Marwat district on
Sunday, police said.

District police
officer’s spokesper-
son Qudratullah Khan
told Dawn that the
cops were attacked
near the Saeedkhel
graveyard, in the lim-
its of the City Police
Station.

“The terrorists
opened fire on the
rider squad personnel
while they were pa-
trolling the area,” he
said, adding that Con-
stable Sajidullah lost

his life in the attack
while Constable
Muhammad Waqas
was seriously
wounded.

The body of the
deceased constable
and the injured police-
man were taken to the
Government City Hos-
pital, he said.

Meanwhile, a
large police contingent
reached the site of the
attack, surrounded the
area and launched a
search for the assail-
ants, he said.

Security personnel
and law enforcers
have been coming un-
der attack in KP,
which continues to
face terrorism.

According to the
Pakistan Institute for
Conflict and Security

Studies’ (PICSS)
monthly security as-
sessment released on
July 31, security per-
sonnel deaths in ter-
rorism incidents in KP,
excluding merged dis-
tricts, increased from
12 in June to 38 in July
and terrorist deaths
from 37 to 108, re-
flecting a rise by
192pc. But civilian
deaths fell from 26 to
seven, a decline by
73pc. One peace com-
mittee member was
also killed.

Security personnel
deaths in merged dis-
tricts rose from six to
11 and terrorist deaths
fell from 72 to 55. Ci-
vilian deaths, mean-
while, rose by 86pc,
increasing from seven
to 13.

multiple major terror-
ist incidents in
Balochistan.

He made the re-
marks at a meeting in
Quetta of the Provin-
cial Apex Committee
on the National Action
Plan, with Chief of
Defence Forces
(CDF) and Chief of
the Army Staff Field
Marshal Asim Munir
also present.

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) has de-
cided to reach out to
opposition parties
ahead of its planned
long march on
Islamabad on Sep-
tember 27, while the
party's senior lead-
ership is also consid-
ering contacting the
ruling coalition's Pa-
kistan Peoples Party
(PPP) as it seeks
broader political sup-
port for its campaign.

According to sources,
a PTI delegation will
begin meeting oppo-
sition parties after
August 14.

The seven-member
delegation is ex-
pected to include
Salman Akram Raja,
Junaid Akbar, Aamir
Dogar and Atif
Khan, among others,
and will hold consul-
tations with opposi-
tion leaders.

The outreach will also
extend to the politi-
cal leadership in
K h y b e r
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P)
as PTI plans to meet
Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUI-F)
chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman.

Sources said the party
would also approach

Tehreek Tahaffuz
Aai n- e - P akis tan
(TTAP) chief
Mahmood Khan
Achakzai and Fazl
as part of its efforts
to build political sup-
port for the planned
mobilisation.

The possibility of con-
tacting the PPP is
also under consider-

ation at the senior
leadership level, de-
spite the party being
part of the ruling coa-
lition.

The development
comes two days af-
ter PTI announced
its September 27
march towards
Islamabad at a pub-
lic gathering in

Peshawar.
K-P Chief Minister

Sohail Afridi had said
the party would head
towards the federal
capital if meetings
with PTI founder
Imran Khan were
not resumed, he was
not allowed to re-
ceive treatment from
his personal physi-
cian and cases
against him were not
heard by the courts.

He had said PTI had
lost hope in the
courts, arguing that
the judiciary had be-
come paralysed fol-
lowing the 26th and
27th constitutional
amendments.

Afridi further said the
party had exhausted
every constitutional
and legal avenue to
secure meetings
with the PTI
founder, but its de-
mands had not been
heard.


