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PM Shehbaz Sharif, CM Sarfraz Bugti Praise Patriotic
Song from Balochistan Ahead of Independence Day

NEWS DESK:

QUETTA: As Pakistan’s Indepen-
dence Day approaches, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti have expressed ap-
preciation for a new patriotic song
emerging from Balochistan, de-
scribing it as a reflection of the
province’s enduring love for Pa-
kistan.

In separate messages shared
on social media, both leaders
praised the singers, performers,
producers and others involved in
the musical project, highlighting
its patriotic spirit ahead of Au-
gust 14.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif said he was proud to see

such a beautiful and patriotic
song coming from Balochistan.
He expressed his heartfelt appre-
ciation and gratitude to everyone
involved in the effort, saying the
song had beautifully captured
the spirit of love for the country.

“Pakistan Zindabad!” the
prime minister said in his mes-
sage.

Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti also welcomed the patriotic
tribute, saying Balochistan’s
land had long echoed with pa-
triotism, sacrifice and an unwa-
vering love for Pakistan.

Bugti said the song reflected
the true spirit of the people of
Balochistan as the nation pre-
pares to celebrate the blessings
of independence.

The messages come as

Iran says Pak-Saudi-Turkiye deal shows
'change in perception' towards US

Nushki Banking Shutdown:
Financial Lockout Hits
Citizens and Businesses

preparations for Pakistan’s Inde-
pendence Day celebrations
gather pace across the country.
August 14 is marked every year
with national flags, ceremonies,
cultural programmes and patriotic
songs.

The new musical tribute from
Balochistan has added to the fes-
tive atmosphere, highlighting the
province’s cultural contribution to
national celebrations and the role
of music in expressing patriotic
sentiments.

Both leaders extended their
appreciation to those who con-
tributed to the production, with
their messages underscoring the
significance of unity, patriotism
and national pride as Pakistan pre-
pares to celebrate another Inde-
pendence Day.

NEWS DESK:

Iran’s foreign ministry said on
Monday that the defence pact
signed last week between Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye
was “a sign of a change in the
perception” of regional countries
towards the United States.

The joint defence agreement,
signed in Makkah on Friday, aims
to strengthen collective deter-
rence and empowers its signatory
states to treat an attack against
one of them as an attack against
all of them.

“This development is a sign
of a change in the perception of
the countries of the region,” min-
istry spokesperson Esmaeil

Baqaei said while responding to
a query during a weekly press
briefing on Monday.

“Considering the develop-
ments of the last two to three
years, the countries of the region
have realised that security is not
a commodity that can be bought
from false security brokers,”
Iran’s state media quoted him as
saying, referring to the United
States.

Baqaei further said that there
was “no reason to worry that this
treaty will be against Iran”, high-
lighting Iran’s deep religious, his-
torical and civilisational ties with
Pakistan, Turkiye and even Saudi
Arabia.

“This development is an im-
portant sign that the countries of

From Our Correspondent:

NUSHKI — All commercial banks
and financial services across
Nushki district have halted op-
erations from August 5 until Au-
gust 31, 2026, citing security con-

cerns. The unexpected closure
has paralyzed local trade and left
government workers, pensioners,
and students unable to access
critical funds.

Residents reported that fi-
nancial institutions suspended
services without prior notice,
leaving the district unprepared for
a complete financial lockout.Key
Community Impacts Salaries &
Pensions Delayed:  Government
workers and retirees whose pay-
ments were deposited directly
into accounts cannot withdraw

cash.Trade at a Standstill: Local
traders face severe liquidity
shortages, leaving check clearing
and wire transfers at a standstill.

Utility Payment Delays:
Thousands face potential late
fees and service cutoffs for
QESCO, SSGC, and PTCL utility

bills.
Student Deadlines Missed:

University and college applicants
face missing crucial admission
and exam fee deadlines.

Months of Compounding
Banking Issues The total shut-
down follows months of con-
strained financial infrastructure in
Nushki. Both National Bank of
Pakistan (NBP) and Meezan Bank
branches have remained non-op-
erational since January 31, 2026,
when armed attackers damaged
both facilities.

the region have concluded that
they cannot rely on and trust the
claim of security provided by the
United States and some other ac-
tors outside the region, and they
are attempting to try another
method;

by relying on their own ca-
pabilities and perspectives,”
IRNA quoted Baqaei as saying.

“Any plan that is based on
the geopolitical and historical re-
alities of the region, is comprehen-
sive and inclusive, and correctly
identifies the enemy and the
threat,

has a chance of helping to
strengthen security and prevent
instability and abuses by the Zi-
onist enemy and its allies,” he
added, referring to Israel.

File Photo:Iran says Pak-Saudi-Turkiye deal shows 'change in perception' towards US.
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The growth-jobs paradox
Ishrat Husain:
THE 2024 upheaval that
toppled Sheikh Hasina’s
government in
Bangladesh, alongside
the youth-led protests
over joblessness in In-
dia,
       point to a shared cri-
sis across South Asia:
strong economic growth
has not translated into
enough good jobs for a
workforce that is more
educated than ever be-
fore.
      As access to school-
ing and universities has
expanded, so have
people’s employment
expectations — expecta-
tions that a narrow job
market has failed to meet,
sparking widespread an-
ger.
      In India, nearly 40
per cent of graduates
under 25 can’t find work;
youth joblessness is
near 29pc.
     Roughly four in five
Indian workers depend
on informal, insecure
employment.

Economic theory
holds that growth hap-
pens as workers shift
from low-output farming
to more productive fac-
tory and service jobs,
and that this shift
should expand labour
demand and shrink job-
lessness.

But India,
Bangladesh and Paki-
stan complicate that
story. India and
Bangladesh have sus-
tained 6-7pc annual
growth for over three
decades;

Pakistan has man-
aged only 3-4pc. Yet,
none of the three has
generated sufficient for-
mal, productive work.
Growth rate alone
doesn’t  explain the
shortfall.

Data from the Cen-
tre for the Study of De-
veloping Societies show
Indian employment ex-
panding just 1.6pc a year
from 2000 to 2012, then
flat-lining from 2012 to
2019 even as GDP kept
climbing.

The type of growth

a country experiences,
not merely its speed, ap-
pears to shape how
many jobs it creates.
India’s economic trans-
formation makes the
point vividly.

Agriculture ac-
counted for 35pc of GDP
in 1990, absorbing 63pc
of the workforce; by
2025, its GDP share had
dropped to 16pc, yet it
still employed about
42pc of workers.

Agricultural pro-
ductivity relative to the
rest of the economy fell
from 0.54 to 0.40 over
this period,

a sign of chronic
underemployment and
surplus labour stuck on
the farm.

M e a n w h i l e ,

economy-wide produc-
tivity nearly quadrupled,
ie, rising incomes came
mostly from efficiency
gains in industry and
modern services, not
new job creation. Work-
ers haven’t left agricul-
ture at the rate that genu-
ine structural change re-
quires.

The outcome is re-
flected in living stan-
dards: CLSA data put
average urban house-
hold income at around
$20,000, and just $3,600
in rural areas.

Part of the problem
is that new, productivity-
boosting technologies
tend to displace low-
skilled workers faster
than emerging industries
can absorb them.

For instance,
India’s IT sector has be-
come a world-class tech
hub, pulling in over $13
billion in venture capital
each year,  spawning
countless start-ups and
unicorns, and generat-
ing some $300bn in an-
nual revenue.

Yet, it employs only
around six mill ion
people, barely 1pc of the
national workforce.

Rapid GDP growth
by itself cannot ensure
enough jobs or social
stability.

The roughly 2,000
global capability centres
set up by MNCs add
only about 2m jobs.
Against this, India’s
labour force grows by
some 12m young people

annually,
including about 1m

engineering graduates,
only half of whom are
considered employable
in their field. Over the
past decade, the IT sec-
tor has added only
about 1m jobs.

India may handle
over 30pc of global
outsourced business-
process work, but this
tech-driven growth has
been skill-intensive, not
job-intensive.

As Indian industry
and services keep climb-
ing the value chain, the
need for unskilled and
semi-skilled labour is set
to shrink further, a trend
that AI,

robotics, and auto-
mation may speed up,

leaving policymakers
with a dilemma: how to
keep India competitive in
technology while gener-
ating enough jobs for
millions of young people
without advanced skills.

As services focus
on finance, IT, e-com-
merce, and other knowl-
edge-heavy fields, older
labour-intensive jobs in
retail and community and
personal services con-
tract.

Agriculture,  the
fallback employer for
surplus labour, offers no
real cure.

Modernising i t
would raise productivity
and rural incomes, but
reform efforts run into
political opposition —
the Modi government’s

three farm laws sparked
mass protests and had
to be repealed.

Even so,  nearly
480m people rely on
farming, a large share of
them underemployed.

Here lies the central
paradox: the more agri-
culture modernises and
mechanises, the fewer
workers it will need,
eroding its role as a
buffer for surplus labour.

Seasonal migration
from poorer states like
Bihar and UP to richer
farming regions may
also taper off as
mechanisation reduces
demand for hired labour.
Briefly, agriculture can’t
continue absorbing new
job-seekers indefinitely.

Beyond the shifting
nature of growth and its
shrinking capacity to
generate jobs, other
structural issues com-
pound youth unem-
ployment:

low participation by
women in the workforce,
premature decline of
manufacturing, growing
inequality, and above
all, a widening gap be-
tween what education
delivers and what em-
ployers need.

India has expanded
higher education dra-
matically: gross tertiary
enrolment is approach-
ing 28pc, with some 45m
students in colleges and
universities.

Yet this growth
hasn’t produced better
job outcomes; millions
of young people remain
out of education, work,
and training.

From 2004 to 2023,
Indian universit ies
turned out around 5m
graduates a year; only
2.8m or so found jobs
annually.

The mismatch be-
tween supply and de-
mand is severe. Between
2014 and 2022, over 220m
applications competed
for just 72,000 central
government position.

The quality gap is
worse than the quantity
gap.

McKinsey research
found only about a quar-

ter of Indian graduates
have globally competi-
tive skills, with another
fifth meeting domestic
hiring standards, leaving
more than half short of
what employers want.

Outmoded syllabi,
rote memorisation and
scant hands-on training
have left  graduates
credentialled but not al-
ways employable.

Educated unem-
ployment stems from
higher education’s dis-
connect with real eco-
nomic needs.

Students, families
and institutions are fix-
ated on degrees and
scores rather than ana-
lytical  thinking and
problem-solving skills.

Universities churn
out graduates in fields
with little market de-
mand; technical and vo-
cational roles go un-
filled.

Government fund-
ing patterns deepen
these imbalances.

Elite schools like
IITs and IIMs receive
outsized public invest-
ment due to their pres-
tige, while the overall
cost of higher education
keeps rising,

forcing families into
major financial sacrifice,
often for degrees that
don’t pay off, as gradu-
ates face long jobless
stretches or settle for
work below their qualifi-
cation level.

The lesson from
South Asia is that rapid
GDP growth by itself
cannot ensure enough
jobs or social stability. It
needs to be more labour-
absorbing,

m a n u f a c t u r i n g
needs new momentum,
agriculture needs to en-
able rather than obstruct
structural change, and
education must build
skills the modern
economy actually de-
mands.

Otherwise, the gap
between growth and
employment will keep
breeding frustration, en-
dangering economic
progress and political
stability in the region.

Plastic in the Womb: Balochistan’s Invisible Health Crisis
By Myra Zahid:
In the dusty plains of
Balochistan, where
drought already strains
farms and families, a

different kind of
threat is moving in qui-
etly. It cannot be seen,
smelled, or stopped at
the door.

It is microplastics,
plastic fragments smaller
than five millimeters, and
they are now turning up
in the air we breathe, the
soil we farm, and even
inside newborn babies.

Microplastics form
when plastic waste
breaks down under sun,
heat, and friction.

They have been
found almost every-
where scientists have
looked: household dust,
farmland, drinking water,
vegetables, and human
tissue.

The United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) estimates that
the average person eats
and breathes in roughly
39,000 to 52,000
microplastic particles
every year.In 2019, a glo-
bal study commissioned
by WWF International
made headlines when it
calculated that people
may be ingesting close
to a credit card’s worth
of plastic every week.
The Express Tribune
carried the story for Pa-
kistani readers, a re-
minder that this is not a
distant problem, but one
already inside our food
and water.

Pakistan’s
Plastic

Problem

Pakistan generates
an estimated 6.41 million
tons of plastic waste a
year, according to the
UN Development
Programme (UNDP),
with the vast majority
never properly col-
lected or recycled. The

World Wide Fund
for Nature (WWF) says
86 percent of the
country’s plastic waste
is mismanaged,

left in open dumps,
burned, or washed into
rivers and the sea. That
puts Pakistan among the

world’s worst plastic
polluters.

When this waste
breaks down in open
dumps, fields, and gut-
ters, it does not disap-
pear. It fragments

into microplastics
that drift into the air or
sink into the soil, even-
tually working their way
into the crops we eat.

Mothers and
Babies at Risk

The most alarming
discoveries are happen-
ing before birth. In 2020,

scientists in Italy found
microplastics inside

the human placenta for
the first time, proof that
plastic particles can pass
from a pregnant mother
to her unborn child.
Since then, researchers
have also found
microplastics in human
breast milk.

According to expo-
sure data reported in the
Journal of the Pakistan
Medical Association
(JPMA),

microplastics can
carry toxic chemicals

such as BPA and phtha-
lates, both known to dis-
rupt hormones.

These chemicals are
linked to low birth
weight and long-term
developmental risks in
children.

In Pakistan, a 2024
study by the University
of Karachi’s Institute of
Marine Science found

microplastics in the
breast milk of lactating
mothers in fishing com-
munities along the
Karachi coast,

where seafood is

eaten almost daily. No
equivalent study has yet
been done in
Balochistan, but the

risk factors are famil-
iar here too: communi-
ties along the Gwadar,
Pasni, and Ormara coast-
line depend

just as heavily on
the sea, while facing
even thinner access to
maternal and child
healthcare.

What Can Be
Done

There are practical

defenses.  Lab tests
show that fine water fil-
ters (around 0.2 microns,
such as certified reverse-
osmosis systems) can
remove 94 to 100 per-
cent of plastic particles
from drinking

water.
Balochistan’s Agri-

culture Department is al-
ready distributing seeds
for home gardening.
Families

growing their own
vegetables on terraces
or small plots, using
compost instead of plas-
tic mulch, can

cut their exposure
while also improving
food security.

Small daily habits
help too: choosing cloth
bags and glass or metal
bottles over plastic,
never heating

food in plastic con-
tainers, and never burn-
ing plastic waste, which
releases microplastics
and toxic fumes directly
into the air.

A Policy Gap,
and a Climate

Connection
Experts say

microplastic pollution
needs to be treated as
both an environmental
and a public health

issue. That means
enforcing waste man-
agement laws, banning
single-use plastics and
plastic

mulching in farm-
ing, and monitoring
microplastics in soil, air,
and food, something
Pakistan currently does
very little of.

Climate change is
making the problem

worse.
Rising heat speeds

up plastic breakdown,
drought driven dust
storms carry particles
further through the air,
and floods wash plastic
waste into farmland and
waterways. Protecting
mothers and children
from microplastics is, in
that sense, also a matter
of climate justice.

Pakistan’s progress
on the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals is
already behind: official
data shows

reliable figures exist
for less than 10 percent
of SDG indicators na-
tionally, and only 7 per-
cent for

B a l o c h i s t a n .
Microplastics sit at the
intersection of two of
those goals, SDG 13 (Cli-
mate Action) and

SDG 3 (Good Health
and Well-being), yet re-
main almost entirely un-
measured here.

The Bottom
Line

Microplastics are
invisible, but the risk
they carry is not. In a
province already facing
drought, poverty,

and stretched
healthcare, this is a
threat reaching the next
generation before it is
even born.

Water fi l t ra t ion,
home gardens, and less
plastic use can help right
now. But lasting protec-
tion will need
realmonitoring, enforced
policy, and research —
starting with the studies
Balochistan still doesn’t
have.
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Balochistan Minister Calls for Quality Education and
Youth Guidance for Sustainable Development

Gwadar Fisheries Department Reviews
Welfare Measures for Local Fishermen

Hub Finalizes Comprehensive Arrangements for Pakistan
Independence Day Celebrations

German Honorary Consul Mir Murad Baloch Meets
Chief Minister (CM) Sarfraz Bugti in Quetta

Balochistan Finance Minister Reviews Investment Opportunities
in Mines and Minerals Sector

Balochistan IGP Reviews
Security Arrangements at Key

Police Facilities in Quetta

Chaman DC Hails Pakistan-Saudi
Arabia-Türkiye Defense

Pact as Key Step for Regional Peace

GWADAR: A meet-
ing of the Fisheries
Department, Gwadar,
was held under the
chairmanship of
Member of the Pro-
vincial Assembly
Maulana Hidayat-ur-
Rehman Baloch to re-
view measures for the
welfare of fishermen,
development of the
fisheries sector, provi-

fishermen in Pasni on
August 15 and Jiwani
on August 17, while a
date for distribution in
Ormara would be an-
nounced soon.

The meeting
stressed that the dis-
tribution of fishing
nets, safety equipment
and other essential fa-
cilities must be con-
ducted through a

hoods were essential
for the long-term de-
velopment of the sec-
tor.

M a u l a n a
Hidayat-ur-Rehman
said that the welfare of
fishermen, protection
of their economic
rights and moderniza-
tion of the fisheries
sector were among
his key priorities.

sion of facilities to de-
serving fishermen, and
the transparent and
fair distribution of
cheques, green boats
and other essential
equipment.

Director Fisheries
Ahmed Nadeem, As-
sistant Director Shah
Fahad, Assistant Di-
rector Jiwani Bashir
Kakar, Assistant Di-
rector Pasni Shahzaib
and other officials of
the Fisheries Depart-
ment attended the
meeting.

The meeting held
detailed discussions on
the provision of
cheques, green boats
and other essential
equipment to fisher-
men in Pasni, Jiwani
and Ormara.

It was decided
that cheques and
green boats would be
distributed among

transparent and merit-
based process to en-
sure that genuine and
deserving fishermen
receive the support.

The initiative aims
to improve the eco-
nomic conditions of
fishermen, increase
fishing productivity
and promote the sus-
tainable development
of the fisheries sector,
which is a vital com-
ponent of Gwadar's
local economy.

Participants also
emphasized the need
to protect fisheries re-
sources and prevent
illegal fishing, the use
of banned fishing nets
and unsustainable ex-
ploitation of marine
life.  They agreed that
promoting legal and
responsible fishing,
conserving marine re-
sources and protect-
ing fishermen's liveli-

He directed that
transparency, merit
and fairness must be
ensured in the distribu-
tion of facilities, boats
and equipment allo-
cated for fishermen so
that no deserving fish-
erman is deprived of
his rightful support.

He said fishing
was not merely a
source of livelihood
but also played a fun-
damental role in
Gwadar's economy
and the economic de-
velopment of local
communities.

He stressed the
need to provide fisher-
men with modern fa-
cilities, improved
equipment and safer
fishing opportunities
while taking effective
measures to discour-
age illegal fishing and
protect the province's
marine resources.

HUB: Deputy Commis-
sioner Hub Jumma Dad
Khan Mandokhail
chaired a meeting of the
District Coordination
Committee to review ar-
rangements for Pakistan
Independence Day cel-
ebrations on August 14
across the district.

The meeting re-
viewed various aspects
of the celebrations, in-
cluding security, clean-
liness, traffic manage-
ment, activities in educa-
tional institutions, and
beautification of the city.
District officials, repre-
sentatives of the Munici-
pal Corporation, Educa-
tion Department, police
and other relevant insti-

tutions attended the
meeting.

Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Jumma Dad
Khan Mandokhail said
Independence Day is an
occasion for the entire
nation to renew its com-
mitment to Pakistan.

He directed all rel-
evant departments to
complete their assigned
responsibilities on time
and ensure effective co-
ordination to provide
citizens with a peaceful,
safe and pleasant envi-
ronment during the cel-
ebrations.

He said various ar-
eas of Hub would host
flag-hoisting ceremo-

nies, national songs and
anthems, speeches,
sports events and other
cultural and national ac-
tivities. Government and
public places would also
be decorated with the na-
tional flag and green-
and-white bunting to
create a festive atmo-
sphere.

The deputy com-
missioner directed Edu-
cation Department offi-
cials to organize special
Independence Day pro-
grams in all public and
private educational insti-
tutions across the dis-
trict.  These activities
would include speech
competitions, national
songs, essay-writing

contests, tableaux and
other programs based
on national themes.

He said speech
competit ions would
educate students about
the Pakistan Movement,
the principles of Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, national unity
and the role of youth in
the development and
progress of Pakistan.
Students demonstrating
outstanding perfor-
mance would be encour-
aged through prizes, cer-
tificates and shields.

Hub City to Be
Decorated for Indepen-
dence Day The meeting
also reviewed arrange-
ments for city beautifi-

cation and special light-
ing. Officials informed
the meeting that the
Municipal Corporation
Hub was making special
arrangements to deco-
rate major roads, inter-
sections, government
buildings and promi-
nent locations across
the district with national
flags, green-and-white
flags and decorative
lights.

The deputy com-
missioner directed that
all beautification and il-
lumination work at key
locations be completed
ahead of schedule so
that Hub city presents a
festive national look on
August 14.

QUETTA: Provincial
Minister for Finance,
Mines and Mineral De-
velopment Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani visited the
office of the Balochistan
Board of Investment and
Trade (BBoIT) and held
a meeting with Vice
Chairman Bilal Khan
Kakar. Former Chief
Minister of Balochistan
Mir Alauddin Marri was
also present on the oc-
casion.

The meeting fo-
cused on promoting in-
vestment in Balochistan,
particularly the vast po-
tential of the mines and
minerals sector, facilitat-
ing investors, and pro-
moting sustainable eco-
nomic development.

The participants re-
viewed the province’s
natural resources, min-

eral reserves and avail-
able investment oppor-
tunities.

Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani described
Balochistan’s mineral re-
sources as a key pillar of
the province’s eco-
nomic development.

He said the govern-
ment was focusing on
promoting investment
in the mines and miner-
als sector,  ensuring
transparency, adopting

modern technology and
creating a business-
friendly environment for
investors.

The provincial min-
ister appreciated the role
of the BBoIT in promot-
ing investment and said
Balochistan could be
transformed into an im-
portant hub of economic
growth and investment
by utilizing its natural
resources through mod-
ern and sustainable prac-

tices.
Vice Chairman Bilal

Khan Kakar said trans-
parent, simplified and
investor-friendly proce-
dures were essential for
attracting investment to
the mines and minerals
sector.

He noted that
Balochistan possessed
exceptional potential in
natural resources, par-
ticularly minerals.

He said the prov-
ince had deposits of vari-
ous valuable and strate-
gically important miner-
als that could be trans-
formed into a strong
driver of economic
growth through modern
technology, responsible
investment and effective
policies.

Bilal Khan Kakar
added that, in line with

the vision of Chief Min-
ister Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz Bugti ,  the
Balochistan Board of In-
vestment and Trade was
actively working to cre-
ate a conducive invest-
ment environment, pro-
vide effective facilities to
investors and highlight
investment opportuni-
ties in different sectors
of the province to both
local and foreign inves-
tors.

The meeting also
emphasized that the de-
velopment of
Balochistan’s mineral re-
sources must go hand in
hand with environmen-
tal  protection, safe-
guarding the interests of
local communities, sus-
tainable development
and responsible invest-
ment.

TURBAT: Provincial
Minister for Planning
and Development Mir
Zahoor Ahmed Buledi
has said that proper
guidance of the younger
generation and quality
education are essential
for sustainable develop-
ment and a brighter fu-
ture for society.

He urged parents to
pay attention not only to
their children's academic
activities but also to
their daily routines and
company, provide them
with a positive and con-
structive environment,
and guide them toward
better opportunities in
the future.

He expressed these
views while addressing
an educational confer-
ence at Government
Shaheed Ayub Buledi
Degree College, Buleida,
as the chief guest.

The conference
was attended by teach-
ers, students, district ad-
ministration officials and
people from different
walks of life.

Mir Zahoor Ahmed
Buledi said that in the
prevailing global envi-
ronment, lasting solu-
tions to complex chal-
lenges could be
achieved more effec-
tively through political,
social and constructive
means rather than force.

He said prolonged con-
flicts in different parts of
the world had caused
immense losses of hu-
man lives and societies.

Therefore, it was es-
sential to protect young
people from such cir-
cumstances and encour-
age them toward educa-
tion, skills development
and positive activities.

The provincial min-
ister urged Baloch youth
to channel their energies
into education and
building their future,
saying that the genuine
development of any so-
ciety was closely linked
to the constructive fu-
ture of its younger gen-
eration.

He stressed that
parents and all  seg-
ments of society must
play their role in posi-
tively guiding young
people and creating a
supportive environment
for them. Government to

Take Steps for Girls' Col-
lege in Buleida Mir
Zahoor Ahmed Buledi
said that the education
sector in Balochistan
was gradually improv-
ing, but several areas
still lacked adequate
quality educational fa-
cilities and opportuni-
ties. He said Shaheed
Ayub Buledi Degree Col-
lege, Buleida, was now
moving in the right direc-
tion,  while posit ive
progress was also being
made in promoting female
education. The provin-
cial minister announced
that necessary steps
would be taken for the
establishment of a girls'
college in Buleida.

He said promoting
education was a shared
responsibili ty of the
government, parents,
teachers and society as
a whole so that the
younger generation
could be prepared ac-

cording to modern re-
quirements.

Given the rapid ad-
vancement of science
and technology, he
added, the education
system must also be
aligned with contempo-
rary needs, while chil-
dren should be provided
opportunities for posi-
tive and constructive
activities alongside for-
mal education.

Education System
Must Promote Critical
Thinking Speaking at the
conference, Divisional
Monitoring Officer Col-
leges Makran Division
Professor Barkat Ismail
said that Makran Divi-
sion ranked seventh in
Pakistan in terms of the
literacy rate, while lit-
eracy in Buleida was
comparatively better
than in other areas of
Kech district. He said the
demands of the modern
era had changed, mak-

ing it necessary to move
beyond rote learning
and provide children
with opportunities to
think, ask questions and
develop their creative
abilities. Education, he
said, transforms indi-
viduals into responsible
citizens, adding that
educational develop-
ment was not solely the
responsibility of teach-
ers. Parents and all seg-
ments of society must
also fulfill their respon-
sibilities in this regard.

Professor Barkat
Ismail also requested the
provincial minister to
take practical steps to-
ward the establishment
and approval of a girls'
college in Buleida.

District Education
Officer Kech Amjad
Shahzad appreciated the
services and efforts of
Mir Zahoor Ahmed
Buledi for improving the
education sector.

QUETTA: Inspector
General of Police
Balochistan Muhammad
Tahir conducted a de-
tailed inspection of sev-
eral key police facilities
in Quetta to review se-
curity and administrative
arrangements.

During his visit, the
IGP inspected the Police
Training College, New
Sariab Police Station,
Mahmood-ur-Rehman
Sariab Police Station,

matters, security ar-
rangements and ongo-
ing training activities.

The IGP directed
officials to further
strengthen security and
improve other arrange-
ments at the Police
Training College,

emphasizing that all
necessary measures
should be taken to en-
sure a secure and effec-
tive training environ-
ment.

Qasim Lines and the
Anti-Terrorist Force
(ATF) Complex on East-
ern Bypass.

At the Police Train-
ing College, Comman-
dant Dr. Farhan Zahid
briefed Inspector Gen-
eral Muhammad Tahir on
various administrative

Muhammad Tahir
said that high-quality
training and enhanced
professional capabilities
of police personnel play
a vital role in maintain-
ing law and order.

He directed the
concerned officers to
make security and other

operational arrange-
ments more effective.

The Balochistan
police chief said that
maintaining peace and
protecting the lives and
property of citizens were
among the fundamental
responsibilities of the
Balochistan Police.

He added that the
Balochistan Police was
actively working not
only to strengthen law
and order but also to

combat and eliminate
crime across the prov-
ince.

DIG Police Quetta
Imran Shaukat, SSP Op-
erations Quetta Zia-ul-
Haq Mandokhail and
other senior police offic-
ers accompanied the IGP
during the visit.

CHAMAN: Deputy
Commissioner Chaman
Habib Ahmed Bangulzai
has welcomed the joint
defense agreement
reached between Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia and
Türkiye in Makkah, de-
scribing it as an impor-
tant development for
peace, stability and se-
curity in the region.

He said the agree-
ment marked the begin-
ning of a new chapter of
mutual trust, defense co-
operation and strategic
partnership among the
three brotherly Muslim
countries.

Habib Ahmed
Bangulzai said that amid
changing global and re-
gional circumstances,
greater cooperation and
a coordinated strategy
among brotherly nations
had become an urgent
necessity.

He noted that the
agreement would further
strengthen defense ties
between Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and Türkiye while
contributing to the pro-
tection of shared inter-
ests and the promotion
of regional security.

The agreement also

includes a mutual de-
fense provision under
which an armed attack
against one member is
considered an attack
against all parties.

The deputy com-
missioner said Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia and
Türkiye already enjoyed
strong historical, reli-
gious, fraternal and
friendly relations.

He expressed hope
that the new defense
agreement would give
these longstanding ties
a new dimension
through enhanced de-
fense and strategic co-
operation. He further ex-
pressed confidence that
increased cooperation
among the three coun-
tries would have posi-
tive effects on regional
peace, stability, security
and development.

Habib Ahmed
Bangulzai said unity,
solidarity, mutual re-
spect and efforts to safe-
guard common interests
among Muslim coun-
tries conveyed a posi-
tive message to the en-
tire Muslim Ummah.

He added that Paki-
stan had always sought

to strengthen friendly
and mutually respectful
relations with brotherly
Muslim countries and
would continue to play
a constructive role in
promoting regional
peace and stability.

Meanwhile, citizens
in various areas of
Chaman district also
welcomed the Makkah
defense agreement. Resi-
dents expressed solidar-
ity with the brotherly
countries by carrying
the national flags of Pa-
kistan, Saudi Arabia and
Türkiye. Flags of the
three countries, along
with banners and
panaflex displays, were
also put up at various
locations, major roads
and government build-
ings across the city.
Members of the public
described the agree-
ment as an important
step toward strengthen-
ing Pakistan-Saudi
Arabia-Türkiye defense
cooperation and pro-
moting peace and stabil-
ity in the region.  They
said stronger relations
among the three coun-
tries could create new
opportunities for peace.

QASEEM SHAH
QUETTA : German Hon-
orary Consul General
Mir Murad Baloch met
Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti in
Quetta on Monday and
discussed Pakistan-Ger-
many relations, bilateral
cooperation and matters
of mutual interest.

During the meeting,
the two sides ex-
changed views on
strengthening ties be-
tween Pakistan and Ger-
many and exploring fur-
ther opportunities for
cooperation in areas of
mutual interest.

The meeting was
held in the context of the
75th anniversary of dip-
lomatic relations be-
tween Pakistan and Ger-
many, which is being
commemorated in 2026.

German Honorary
Consul Presents Souve-
nir to CM

During the meeting,
German Honorary Con-
sul Mir Murad Baloch
presented a commemo-
rative souvenir to Chief

Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti. The souvenir
marks the 75 years of
Germany-Pakistan dip-
lomatic relations, carry-
ing the anniversary pe-
riod 1951–2026.

The presentation

highlighted the
longstanding diplomatic
relationship between the
two countries and
served as a symbolic
gesture to commemorate
the important milestone.

Chief Minister Mir

Sarfraz Bugti and Hon-
orary Consul Mir Murad
Baloch also discussed
the importance of further
strengthening Pakistan-
Germany relations and
enhancing engagement
with Balochistan.

The meeting re-
flects continued diplo-
matic engagement in
Balochistan, with oppor-
tunities for greater coop-
eration and interaction
between Pakistan, Ger-
many and the province.
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PTI leadership, TTAP on board for September
27 long march to Islamabad: Sohail Afridi

In letter to PM, Achakzai urges 'immediate' appointment
of new chief election commissioner

NEWS DESK: In a let-
ter to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, National
Assembly Opposition
Leader Mehmood Khan
Achakzai on Monday
urged the appointment
of a new chief election
commissioner of the
Election Commission of
Pakistan, as well as two
members representing
Sindh and Balochistan.

In the letter, dated
August 10 and available
with Dawn, Achakzai,
who heads the Tehreek
Tahafuz Ayeen-i-Paki-
stan (TTAP) and is chair-
man of the Pakhtunkhwa
Milli Awami Party, drew
the prime minister’s at-
tention to a “critical con-
stitutional duty” and
stated that the statutory
tenure of the CEC and
the members represent-
ing Sindh and
Balochistan had ended
on January 26, 2025.

To that effect, he
urged the “immediate fill-
ing” of the offices, term-
ing it “essential for main-
taining the operational
continuity,  indepen-
dence, and credibility of
the commission”.

In his letter,

Achakzai cited two pro-
visions of the Constitu-
tion, including Article
213(2A), which he said
“mandates that the
prime minister shall, in
consultation with the
leader of the opposition
in the NA, forward three
names for the appoint-
ment of the CEC to a Par-
liamentary Committee for
hearing and confirma-
tion”.

Article 218(2)(b),
meanwhile, required that
the “appointment of the
members of the ECP from

consultation between
the prime minister and
the leader of the oppo-
sition under Article 213”.

Achakzai also drew
attention to the matter
at a meeting of the TTAP
on Monday and in-
formed the participants
about the letter, accord-
ing to a post on TTAP’s
X account.

“The meeting ex-
pressed astonishment
and concern over the
fact that the current CEC
and members continue
to serve even after the

yet initiated the consti-
tutional process for ap-
pointing new members.”

The meeting termed
the establishment of an
“impartial and indepen-
dent EC essential for fair,
transparent, and free
elections”.

“Therefore,  the
prime minister should
immediately meet with
the opposition leader in
this regard and initiate
this important constitu-
tional process without
delay,” it added.

The incumbent CEC

bers, have now been in
office for over a year af-
ter the expiry of their
constitutionally man-
dated five-year terms.

The terms of the
three officials ended on
Jan 26, 2025. Under Ar-
ticle 215(4) of the Con-
stitution, appointments
to these posts were re-
quired within 45 days
after the positions be-
came vacant, i.e., by
March 12, 2025.

However, a proviso
inserted into Article
215(1) through the 26th
Constitutional Amend-
ment allows the CEC and
members to continue
until their successors
are appointed. The in-
cumbent CEC and two
ECP members are serv-
ing under this provi-
sion. At the time, the de-
lay was partly attributed
to the absence of an of-
ficially notified leader of
the opposition in the
NA. It should also be
mentioned that on July
30, the ECP had refused
to recognise Achakzai as
chairman of the PkMAP
over the party’s failure to
hold intra-party elec-
tions.

each province shall fol-
low the exact same pro-
cedural requirement of

expiry of their constitu-
tional terms, and that the
prime minister has not

Sikandar Sultan Raja,
along with Sindh and
Balochistan ECP mem-

AJK govt appoints Public
Service Commission members

amid questions over timing
NEWS DESK: Days
before its exit from
power, the incumbent
Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) govern-
ment has appointed
seven members to
Azad Jammu and
Kashmir’s (AJK)
Public Service Com-
mission (PSC), the top
recruitment body of
AJK, a move that has
raised questions about
its propriety and tim-
ing.

According to a
notification issued by
the Services and Gen-
eral Administration
Department, the ap-
pointments were
made by the govern-

ment in exercise of the
powers conferred un-
der Article 48(2) of the
AJK Interim Constitu-
tion, 1974, read with
Section 4(3) of the
AJK Public Service
Commission Act,
1986.

Those appointed
include former secre-
taries Munir Hussain
Chaudhary, Dr
Chaudhry Liaqat
Hussain and
Mohammad Zahid
Abbasi from the quota
of retired government
servants in BS-20 and
above; former profes-
sor Dr Abdul Qadoos
Khan and former vice
chancellor Dr Abdul
Hameed from the
quota of educationists;
former additional chief
secretary Midhat
Shehzad from the
quota of women; and
retired medical spe-
cialist Dr Mohammad
Saleem Khan from the
quota of professionals.

Under the Public

Service Commission
Act, seven members
are to be appointed
from among retired
civil servants or other
outstanding persons
with a good reputation
and an educational
qualification of at least
graduation from a
recognised university.

Three members
are to be appointed
from among educa-
tionists or scholars
having a good reputa-
tion and at least 10
years’ experience in
teaching, administra-
tion or both.

PML-N takes
strong exception to
move by outgoing

PPP govt
The new mem-

bers will have a three-
year term and will be
entitled to draw pay
and allowances as pre-
scribed, the notifica-
tion said. It added that
their appointments
would take effect
from the date they took
oath of their respec-
tive offices in terms of
Section 4-A of the
AJK Public Service
Commission Act,
1986.

Shahid Mehmood
Wani, a senior PML-
N leader who was
also a member of the
party’s election mani-
festo committee, took
strong exception to
what he described as
the questionable pro-
priety and timing of
the appointments.

“Without question-
ing the competence or
credentials of the indi-
viduals appointed, the
propriety of making
such appointments at

this stage is certainly
open to question. A
government continuing
in office as a transi-
tional arrangement af-
ter the expiry of the
assembly’s term, and
having lost the
people’s mandate,
should ordinarily leave
decisions of such
long-term institutional
consequence to the
incoming elected gov-
ernment,” he said.

The AJK Public
Service Commission
has long faced criti-
cism over delays in its
constitution and alle-
gations that its mem-
bers are appointed on
the basis of the pref-

N E W S D E S K :
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi on Monday said
that PTI’s political
leadership and its ally,
the Tehreek Tahaffuz-
i-Ayeen Pakistan
(TTAP), were on
board with the call for
a long march on Sep-
tember 27.

Speaking on Geo
News’ programme
‘Capital Talk’, CM
Afridi said, “The
PTI’s political leader-
ship across the coun-
try and its ally, the
TTAP, are all on board
with the long march,
and they collectively
agreed on September
27 as the date for it.”

Responding to a
question about Imran
Khan’s sister Aleema
Khan’s reservations
over the date, he said
she was a “non-politi-
cal individual” and
would agree to the
date once the PTI ap-
prised her of all the
facts and figures.

CM Afridi also
denied allegations by a
PTI member currently
residing outside Paki-
stan that he had met
Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi before
finalising the date for
the long march.

“That allegation
was rubbish. At the
time of the alleged
meeting, I was at KP
House in Islamabad,
contrary to the claim
that I had met him in

Peshawar,” he said.
In response to a

question, CM Afridi
also rejected the im-
pression of a commu-
nication gap between
the party’s leadership
and workers.

Talking about the
‘D-Chowk, D-
Chowk’ slogans dur-

During the inter-
view, the KP chief
minister also criticised
the federal govern-
ment led by Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif for economic
inefficiency and bad
governance.

He said that if he
met PTI founder

would not have re-
sorted to these if it had
been heard by the au-
thorities.”

He claimed Imran
had been jailed unlaw-
fully. “The PTI
founder is in solitary
confinement and de-
nied his rights. No one
is allowed to meet him

ing the recent
Peshawar rally, he said
institutions that were
not granting political
space to the PTI
should understand that
the party’s leadership
had taken on a great
burden by seeking to
resolve issues through
mutual understanding.

“However, not just
in KP but across Pa-
kistan, particularly the
youth, no one will be
able to contain them
when they come out
on Sept 27, because I
can see passion and a
ray of light in their
eyes,” the chief min-
ister said.

Imran Khan at Adiala
jail and was instructed
to defer the Sept 27
date for the long
march, he would
agree.

CM Afridi added
that he would also fol-
low Imran’s instruc-
tions if asked to pave
the way for talks.

At the outset of
his interview, Afridi
said the PTI had no
option but to protest as
its grievances were
not being heard by the
authorities.

“People say that
the PTI does politics
of chaos, unrest and
protests; however, it

Security forces kill 5 terrorists in intelligence-based
operation in Balochistan's Panjgur

NEWS DESK: Secu-
rity forces have killed
five terrorists, includ-
ing a key commander,
in an intelligence-based
operation (IBO) in the
Sarkini and Chedgi ar-
eas of Panjgur district
in Balochistan, Radio
Pakistan reported on
Monday.

The operation was
conducted as part of
Operation Radd-ul-
Fitna-3 in Balochistan,
the state broadcaster
said.

“According to se-
curity sources, the se-
curity forces con-
ducted an intelligence-
based operation against
Fitna al Hindustan ter-
rorists in Sarkani and
Chedgi areas of
Panjgur, killing five ter-
rorists, including a key
Fitna al Hindustan com-
mander, Wazir,” it said.

Fitna al-Hindustan
is a term used by the
Pakistani military for
India’s alleged role in
terrorism and
destabilisation in Paki-
stan.

“Four motor-
cycles, machine guns,
heavy weapons and
ammunition were also
recovered from the
slain terrorists,” Radio
Pakistan reported.

The terrorists were
allegedly involved in
robbery, extortion, kid-
napping and attacks
targeting local traders
and other residents in
Panjgur, it added.

Interior Minister

Mohsin Naqvi lauded
security forces on the
successful operation,
according to state-run
APP. Paying tribute to
the professionalism and
operational capabilities
of the security forces,
Naqvi said the suc-
cessful action had
thwarted the nefarious
designs of the terror-

to eradicate terrorist
networks and ensure
peace and security
throughout the coun-
try.

The operation
comes a day after se-
curity forces killed 15
terrorists in multiple in-
telligence-based opera-
tions across
Balochistan. The op-

most significantly in
Balochistan in the
country last
month.The overall
death toll increased by
241pc in Balochistan,
from 109 in June to 372
in July, the report said.

Security personnel
deaths in Balochistan
increased from six in
June to 62 in July, rep-

resenting a rise of
933pc. Terrorist deaths
rose from 75 to 238,
while civilian deaths
increased by 93pc,
from 28 to 54. Eigh-
teen members of peace
committees were also
killed in the province.

Last month, secu-
rity forces and law en-
forcement personnel
jointly launched Opera-
tion Shaban in
Balochistan in retalia-
tion for a deadly attack
on a police post at the
Mangi Dam pumping
station in Ziarat on July
6 when armed attack-
ers kidnapped and killed
27 police officers.

ists and dealt a major
blow to their activities
in the region.

Naqvi said the suc-
cessful operation dem-
onstrated the security
forces’ preparedness,
professionalism and
unwavering commit-
ment to combating ter-
rorism. He stressed
that the elimination of
terrorist elements was
essential for restoring
lasting peace and sta-
bility in Balochistan and
across the country.

He said the gov-
ernment and the people
remained committed to
supporting the security
forces in their efforts

erations were con-
ducted in Mastung,
Bolan, Washuk,
Awaran, Sibi, Khuzdar,
Harnai and Nushki un-
der Operation Radd-ul-
Fitna-3, according to
state media.

The latest opera-
tions by the security
forces in Balochistan
take place as the prov-
ince continues to face
security challenges.

According to the
Pakistan Institute for
Conflict and Security
Studies’ (PICSS)
monthly security as-
sessment released on
July 31, the security
situation deteriorated

erences of the gov-
ernment of the day
rather than through a
transparent process.

In May 2023,
when the three-year
term of chairman re-
tired Air Marshal
Masood Akhtar and
those of the
commission’s mem-
bers expired, the body
was left without a com-
plete composition for
the next eight months.

The latest appoint-
ments come as the
PPP government con-
tinues in office after
the expiry of the AJK
L e g i s l a t i v e
Assembly’s constitu-
tional term of five
years, pending
completion of the elec-
tion process.

The PPP has also
lost its majority in the
elections held so far,
with the PML-N
emerging as the larg-
est party and poised to
form the next govern-
ment.

— not me, his family,
lawyers or personal
physicians.”

After exhausting
all constitutional and
legal means, he said,
the PTI had no other
option but to protest.

“We are holding a
peaceful protest. The
Constitution allows us
to do so, so the au-
thorities will have to
hear us.”

He reiterated that
the PTI wanted justice
for its founder and
wanted his cases to be
heard on merit, with
access to his personal
doctors and quality
medical treatment.

Late night terrorist
attack on Upper Swat

police post foiled: DPO
NEWS DESK: A terror-
ist  attack on the
Chatkekal police post
near Jarogo Waterfall in
Upper Swat was foiled
after police personnel
mounted a strong coun-
terattack late on Sunday
night, District Police Of-
ficer (DPO) Mushtaq
Ahmad said.

According to po-
lice, more than 12 terror-
ists surrounded the post
and opened fire from all
sides.  The police per-
sonnel deployed at the
post immediately retali-
ated with effective gun-
fire, forcing the attack-
ers to retreat and flee the
area. Initial reports sug-
gest that two terrorists
were injured in the ex-
change of fire.

Security personnel
have intensified surveil-
lance in the area, while
further details are being
ascertained.

The DPO praised
the personnel deployed
at the post for their
prompt response and
bravery, saying Swat
police remained at the
forefront of the fight
against terrorism.

“Such cowardly at-
tacks cannot demoralise
Swat Police. Our person-
nel know how to re-
spond effectively to ter-
rorist attacks,” he said.
The attack came a week
after a suicide bombing
near the Kabal Police
Station in Swat district
claimed 17 lives, includ-
ing seven policemen.


