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World Bank Questions Balochistan Flood Housing Funds as

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: A funding dispute has
emerged over a major flood-reha-
bilitation programme in
Balochistan, with the World Bank
expressing concern about the
decision to limit financing for
housing reconstruction and the
possible redirection of resources
toward other development needs.

The issue is particularly sig-
nificant for thousands of families
whose homes were damaged or
destroyed by floods and who
were identified as eligible for as-
sistance under the reconstruction
programme.

‘According to World Bank
figures, 119,049 verified and eli-
gible households currently have
no identified financing after the
housing component of the
programme was capped.

The affected households
largely belong to economically
vulnerable communities. The
‘World Bank data shows that ap-
proximately 84 percent of eligible
beneficiaries fall into the ultra-
poor and vulnerable categories,
with many families depending on
daily-wage work for their liveli-
hoods.

For such households, access
to housing support is not merely
a matter of rebuilding physical
structures.

A safe home is essential for

Rescue workers rescued a minor girl from floods some where in Balochistan: Photo Quetta Voice.

119,049 Families Remain Without Financing

Childrenand elderly family mem-
bers, and reducing the risk of fami-
lies falling deeper into poverty
after a disaster.

‘World Bank raises
concerns over funding
decision

The World Bank has report-
edly objected to the change in the
allocation of housing-related
funds, warning that excluding eli-
gible families could undermine the
objectives of the broader recon-
struction

continues to
face serious development chal-
lenges, including inadequate in-
frastructure, poverty and grow-
ing exposure to extreme weather
events.

‘The government, meanwhile,
has its own development priori-
ties and faces significant pressure
to invest in roads, public infra-
structure and other facilities
across the province.

However, the funding dis-
pute raises an important question:

assistance meant for families who
have already been identified as
eligible for housing reconstruc-
tion?

Anew road may improve ac-
cess toa village, but it cannot re-
place a safe home for a family
whose house was destroyed by
a flo
Concerns over fraud need

transparent investigation

The government has also ex-
pressed concerns about fraudu-
lent or questionable claims within

The concern comes at a time

can p
move forward without reducing

If irregularities have oc-

curred, they should be investi-
gated through a transparent and
accountable process. Genuine
beneficiaries should not be
penalised because of fraudulent
claims made by others.
Authorities can verify ben-
eficiaries, investigate suspected
fraud and recover misused funds
while

does not necessarily have to be-
come a confrontation between
the provincial government and
the World Bank.

A joint review of the

communities, resilient housing
remains a critical part of long-term
recovery.

The pnomy should therefore
be to find a solution that allows

benefi nn lms and
available d provide

the government to pursue essen-
tial projects while

way forward. Such an approach
could address concerns about

the rights of families who meet
the programme’s eligibility crite-
Tia.

Government, World Bank
urged to find solution
The current disagreement

while also ensuring
that legitimate flood victims are
not excluded from reconstruction
assistance.

For Balochistan, where pov-
erty and natural disasters have
repeatedly affected vulnerable

protecting funds and opponum-
ties meant for the province’s poor-
est flood-affected families.

At the heart of the issue are
119,049 households waiting for a
clear answer about whether the
assistance they were deemed eli-
gible to receive will ultimately
reach them.

Supreme Court
Restores Nawab
Changhez Marri as
MPA from PB-9 Kohlu

upreme Court of Pakistan has restored Nawab Changhez}
Marri as a Member of the Balochistan Assembly

Web  Desk:

The Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan has restored
Nawab Changhez Marri
as a Member of the
Balochistan Assembly
(MPA) from PB-9
Kohlu, suspending the
Balochistan Election
Tribunal’s July 29 deci-
sion against him.

A three-member Supreme
Court division bench,
headed by Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan
and comprising Justice

Muhammad Shafi
Siddiqui and Justice
Mian  Gul Hassan

Aurangzeb, passed the
order on an appeal filed

by Marri.

The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion also led to the can-
cellation of the August
27 re-polling schedule at
four polling stations in
PB-9 Kohlu. The Elec-
tion Commission of Pa-
kistan (ECP) had
scheduled the re-polling
following the election
tribunal’s decision.

With the suspension of the
election tribunal’s ver-
dict, Nawab Changhez
Marri will continue to
serve as the elected
MPA from PB-9 Kohlu.

Marri was represented be-
fore the apex court by

Advocate  Supreme
Court Amanullah
Kunrani.

Balochistan CM Praises Surab Anti-
Terror Operation, Expresses Grief Over
Three Civilian Casualties

e

File photo of Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti.

Ali Hamza,
News Desk:

QUETTA — Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti commended security
forces and police for a suc-
cessful joint operation in Surab
district that left 18 militants
dead,
while

pressing deep regret over the
loss of three civilian lives dur-
ing the clash.

The operation, which tar-
geted suspected militant hides
in the region, also resulted in
injuries to several military per-
sonnel.

Officials noted that part of
the militant casualties occurred
when cxploswc materials in
their d dur-

ex-

ing the engagement.

Speaking on the outcome,
Chief Minister Bugti praised
the rapid deployment of law
enforcement but stressed the
government’s grave concern
for the non-combatants caught
in the crossfire.

He assured the affected
families of full state support,
emphasizing that civilian sac-
rifices in the struggle against

violence would not be forgot-
ten.

Bugti reiterated that intel-
ligence-led security measures
will continue across
Balochistan to dismantle armed
groups and their support net-
works,

mainlaining that public
safety and regional stability
remain  the provincial
government’s top priority.
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Soil Erosion in Bolan, Balochistan: When the Land We

By Ayesha Tanveer:
In the valleys of Bolan,
the land tells a story that
is casy to miss if we only
look at the surface. The
mountains stand tall, the
valleys stretch across
the landscape, and farm-
ers continue to work the
soil as their families have
done for generations.
But beneath this familiar
picture, something is
changing. Little by little,
the soil that supports
agriculture and rural life
is being washed away
by sudden floods, car-
tied off by strong winds
and weakened by years
of pressure on the land.

Soil erosion may
not happen overnight,
and it rarely makes head-
lines. Yet for the people
who depend on the land,
its effects are real. A
field that once produced
a reasonable harvest
may gradually become
less productive. A farmer
‘who once relied on rain
and traditional methods
may find that the same
approach no longer
‘works. For communities
in Bolan, soil erosion is
becoming more than an
environmental con-
cern—it is increasingly
a threat to agriculture,
livelihoods and the fu-
ture of rural life.

A Fragile Land Un-
der Pressure

Balochistan is
Pakistan’s largest prov-
ince by area, covering
nearly 44 percent of the
couniry’s land. Yet only
a small portion of this
vast region is suitable
for cultivation. In places
like Bolan, farming has
always depended on a
delicate relationship be-
tween soil, rainfall, wa-
ter availability and tradi-
tional knowledge.

That relationship is
now under growing
pressure Bolan lies in an
arid to semi-arid region
where rainfall is limited
and unpredictable. Farm-
ers can experience long
dry periods followed by
sudden and intense rain-
fall. Instead of slowly
soaking into the ground,
heavy rain can rush
through valleys and
fields, creating flash
floods that carry away

the mosl valuable layer
of soi

Thh is one of the
greatest problems with

soil erosion: the soil that |

disappears first is often
the soil that agriculture
needs the most.

The topsoil con-
tains organic matter and
nutrients essential for
healthy crops. Once it is
washed away, rebuild-
ing it can take years,
sometimes decades.

When Rain Be-
comes a Threat Rain is
essential for life and ag-
riculture, but in Bolan,
the way rain arrives can
sometimes be as impor-
tant as how much rain
falls.

After months of
dryness, the soil may
become hard and vul-
nerable. When intense
rainfall suddenly arrives,
water can move rapidly
across the surface in-
stead of being absorbed
into the ground. In the
mountainous terrain of
Bolan, steep slopes
make this runoff even
faster.The result can be
devastating. Water cuts
through fields, carries
soil downhill and depos-
its sediment in streams
and irrigation channels.
What begins as erosion
on a hillside can even-
tually contribute to
blocked waterways, in-
creased flood risks and
damage to agricultural
land.

This creates a diffi-
cult cycle: dry condi-
tions weaken the land,
intense rainfall removes
the soil, and the loss of
soil makes the land even
more vulnerable the next
time heavy rain arrives.

Human Activities
Are Making the Problem
Worse

Nature is not the
only factor behind the
changing landscape.
Human activities have
also played an important
role.

Vegetation is one of
the land’s natural de-
fenses against erosion.
Trees, shrubs and
grasses help hold soil
together through their
roots and reduce the
speed at which rainwa-
ter flows across the
ground. When vegeta-

i
tion is removed, the soil
is left exposed.

In many areas, trees
and shrubs are cut for
fuelwood and construc-
tion. Over time, the loss
of vegetation leaves hill-
sides and open lan
‘more vulnerable to wind
and water.

Livestock grazing is
another important part of
life in Bolan, but too
much grazing can place
enormous pressure on
fragile rangelands.
Goats, sheep and cattle
depend on these lands
for food, while local fami-
lies depend on livestock
for income and survival.
The problem arises
when grazing becomes
excessive and vegeta-
tion does not have
enough time to recover.

Without sufficient
grass and shrub cover,
the soil is exposed. Re-
peated movement of ani-
mals can also compact
the ground, making it
harder for rainwater to
enter the soil. More wa-
ter then flows across the
surface, taking soil with
it.Farming Practices and
the Loss of Fertility

Farmers in Bolan are
working under difficult
circumstances. Water is
scarce, rainfall is uncer-

LA

tain and access to mod-
ern agricultural re-
sources can be limited.
Many farming practices
have developed out of
necessity rather than
choice.

However, some tra-
ditional and intensive
practices can uninten-
tionally contribute to
soil degradation. Re-
peated deep ploughing
can disturb soil struc-
ture, while limited crop
rotation and a lack of or-
ganic matter can gradu-
ally weaken the soil.

areas where farm-
ers struggle to find
enough fodder for live-
stock, crop residues may
be removed from fields
instead of being left to
protect the soil. As a re-
sult, fields can remain
exposed for long peri-

°
&

The consequences
become visible over
time. As fertile topsoil
disappears, the soil
loses nutrients and or-
ganic matter. Crops may
grow less vigorously,
and harvests may de-
cline. For a small farmer,
this is not simplya num-
ber on a production
chart. A smaller harvest
can mean less food for
the family, less income

and greater difficulty
paying for seeds, fertil-
izer and other agricul-
tural expenses.
The Hidden Cost of
Declining Soil Fertility
Healthy soil does
‘more than provide nutri-
ents to crops. It also acts
like a natural reservoir,
holding water and mak-
ing it available to plants
during dry periods.
‘When erosion re-
moves organic matter
and damages soil struc-
ture, the land becomes
less capable ofrelammg
‘moisture. In a dry region
like Bolan, this can be
particularly damaging.
Farmers may then
turn increasingly to
chemical fertilizers to
compensate for declin-
ing fertility. Fertilizers
can help crops in the
short term, but they can-
not replace the lost
structure and organic
matter of healthy soil.
They can also increase
production costs for
farmers who are already
financially vulnerable.
This can create a dif-
ficult cycle:Soil erosion
reduces fertility ? crop
yields decline ? farmers
spend more on inputs ?
production costs in-
crease ? household in-

Depend On Beglns to Dlsappear

come falls ? poverty and
economic pressure grow.

Breaking this cycle
requires restoring the
health of the soil itself
rather than relying only
on short-term solutions.

The Problem Does
Not Stop at the Farm

The effects of ero-
sion do not remain within
the boundaries of agri-
cultural fields.

When  soil is
washed away, it often
ends up in rivers, streams
and irrigation channels.
Over time, this sediment
can reduce water storage
capacity and interfere
with irrigation systems.

Sedimentation can
also increase flood risks
during heavyrainfall. At
the same time, the loss
of vegetation can dam-
age natural habitats and
reduce biodiversity.

If degradation con-
tinues for years without
intervention, productive
land may gradually be-
come severely degraded
and increasingly diffi-
cult to cultivate. For

where cul-

fects People, Not Just
Soil Perhaps the most
overlooked aspect of
soil erosion is its human

For many families in
rural Bolan, agriculture
and livestock are not
simply occupations.
They are a way of life.
‘When the land becomes
less productive, the ef-
fects reach directly into
people’s homes.

wer crop yields
can reduce household
income and increase
food insecurity. Families
may become more de-
pendent on outside food
supplies or government
assistance. As farming
becomes less reliable,
young people may leave
villages and move to-
ward urban areas in
search of better oppor-
tunities.

Over time, environ-
‘mental degradation can
therefore contribute to
social change and migra-
tion.

This is why soil ero-
sion should not be
treated as an isolated en-
vironmental issue. It is
connected to poverty,
food security, employ-
‘ment, migration and the
long-term stability of ru-
ral communities.

There Is Still Time
to Act There are practi-
cal steps that can make
a difference. Farmers
can adopt conservation
agriculture techniques
such as reduced tillage,
crop rotation and retain-
ing crop residues. Add-
ing organic matter to the
soil can improve its
structure and help it re-
tain moisture.

Restoring vegeta-
tion is equally important.
Planting native trees,
shrubs and grasses can
help stabilize slopes and
protect the land from
erosion.

Grazingalso needs
to be managed carefully.
Controlled grazing sys-
tems can give damaged
rangelands time to re-
cover while still allowing

tivable land is already
limited,

maintain
their livestock.

proved irrigation meth-
ods can slow down run-
off, capture water and
reduce soil loss. These
measures can be particu-
larly valuable in areas
where every drop of wa-
ter matters.

But no solution will
work without the in-
volvement of the people
who live on the land.

Farmers, livestock
owners and local com-
munities must be part of
the decision-making
process. They under-
stand their environment,
its challenges and its
changing conditions.
Government institu-
tions, agricultural ex-
perts and development
organizations can sup-
port them with technical
knowledge, training and
resources, but long-term
success will depend on
local participation.

Conclusion

Soil erosion in
Bolan is a quiet crisis,
but its consequences
are anything but small.
Every fayer of fertile soil
that disappears repre-
sents a loss of agricul-
tural potential. Every
degraded field puts ad-
ditional pressure on a
farmer. Every damaged
hillside increases the
vulnerability of commu-
nities to floods and land
degradation.

The challenge is
becoming more urgent
as climate change, water
scarcity and extreme
weather place additional
pressure on already frag-
ile landscapes.

Protecting Bolan’s
soil therefore means pro-
tecting much more than
farmland. It means pro-
tecting the food security
and livelihoods of fami-
lies who depend on ag-
riculture. It means pre-
serving the natural envi-
ronment and reducing
the risk of future land
degradation.

he soil beneath
our feet may seem ordi-
nary, but for the people
of Bolan, it is the foun-
dation of their lives.

Saving that soil is

agricultural Tand could
have serious conse-

quences.
A Crisis That Af-

Water
offers another important
opportunity. Small check
dams, rainwater harvest-
ing systems and im-

not just an

tal responsibility. It is an
investment in the future
of Bolan and the people
who call it home.

BUITEMS Organizes Open Day to Inspire Students
Across Balochistan

Syed Dara Shikoh
mir:

Quetta, September
2025 - The
Balochistan Univer-
sity of Information
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS)
opened its doors to
thousands of college
students

from across the
province by hosting a
vibrant “Open Day”,
showcasing its mod-
ern academic facili-
ties, innovative pro-
grams, and lively cam-
pus culture.

Delivering a spe-
cial message,
BUITEMS Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Khalid Hafeez reaf-
firmed

the university’s
mission of inclusive
education and knowl-
edge sharing. He
stated:

“BUITEMS is the
university of every stu-
dent in Balochistan.
Our classrooms, re-
search opportunities,
and

resources  are
open for all so that no

young learner in the
province remains de-
prived of quality edu-
cation.”

The event at-

tracted an enthusiastic
response, with more
than 2,000 students
from 18+ colleges at-
tending.

Visiting students
and their teachers ex-
plored BUITEMS”
faculties, interacted
directly with profes-

sors, and participated
in detailed career-
guidance and counsel-
ing

sessions designed

to help them choose
the right academic
path.
Special aware-
ness stalls, departmen-

tal exhibitions, and pro-
gram presentations
provided students with
insights into
BUITEMS’  wide-

ranging degree pro-
grams, research pros-
pects,

and campus life.
Many participants
praised the initiative,
calling it a valuable
opportunity to connect
with higher education
and future career op-
tions.

Prof. Dr. Khalid
Hafeez applauded the
organizing team for
successfully conduct-
ing the Open Day,
adding that such out-
reach efforts
strengthen

the bridge be-
tween the university
and youth across
Balochistan.

By holding this
large-scale Open Day,
BUITEMS has fur-
ther solidified its repu-
tation as a center of
excellence in higher
education,

innovation, and
student empowerment
in Balochistan, en-
couraging  young
learners

to strive for aca-
demic success and
contribute to the
province’s develop-
ment.
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Governor Balochistan Highlights AL Digital Transformation and
Youth Empowerment atUN Youth & Al Summit

NEWS DESK: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has said
that the global Youth
and Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) Summit fo-
cuses on two defining
forces of the present
era—youth, who repre-
sent the shared future of
humanity, and artificial
intelligence, which sym-
bolizes the Fourth In-
dustrial Revolution.

Addressing partici-
pants at the Youth and
AISummit at the United
Nations Headquarters in
New York, Governor
Mandokhail announced
that Balochistan had es-
tablished a new bench-
mark by launching its
first BS Artificial Intelli-
gence program at the
University
Balochistan and trans-
forming the university
intoa fully paperless in-
stitution.

He said the next
step would be to expand
the BS Artificial Intelli-
gence program and the
paperless university

o
8

model to all other pub-
lic-sector universities in
Balochistan.

The global summit
is being attended by del-
egates from 186 coun-
tries. Prominent Paki-
stani _businessman
based in the United
States Tanveer Ahmed
and Maxim CEO Uzair
Hassan are also sched-
uled to address the gath-
ering. Al Driving Trans-
formation Across Key

dents with philosophical
curiosity, scientific
knowledge and ad-
vanced digital skills ca-
pable of meeting interna-
tional standards.

UN and Interna-
tional Cooperation
Sought for Youth Devel-
opment  Governor
Mandokhail said
Balochistan was looking
towards the United Na-
tions and other interna-
tional organizations for
cooperation, intellectual
guidance and support to
empower young people
with modern science,
technology and artificial
intelligence.

He emphasized that
Pakistan is among the
world's youngest coun-
tries, with approximately
64 percent of its popula-
tion comprising young
people.

Balochistan, he
added, has an especially
large youth population,
and its young people are
second to none in terms
of talent, determination
and potential.

Sectors  Governor
Mandokhail said the
world was rapidly enter-
inganew era of artificial
intelligence, describing
Al not merely as a tech-
nological trend but as a
transformative force
shaping future develop-
ment  and  even
humanity's survival.

He said Al had be-
come an integral part of
everyday life and was
revolutionizing key sec-

tors including educa-
tion, healthcare, agricul-
ture, industry, finance
and public governance.

Keeping these rapid
changes in view, he said
Balochistan was laying
strong foundations for
digital transformation
acrossall 11 publi
tor universities in the
province.

The governor said
the objective was to
equip university stu-

Gwadar Skill Education Health Care Program Completes
First Training Phase for Female Students

GWADAR: Member of
the Balochistan Provin-
cial Assembly Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman
Baloch has emphasized
the need to provide stu-
dents with medical, tech-
nical and practical skills
alongside academic
education to prepare
them for the demands of
modern life.

He expressed these
views while addressing
a ceremony at the
Deputy Commissioner’s
Office hal

equip them to respond
tomedical

marking the completion
ofthe first phase of medi-
cal and technical training
for female students un-
der the Skill Education
Health Care Center es-
tablished at Government
Girls High School
Shambay Ismail, Gwadar.

The program is a
joint initiative of the
Gwadar Education De-
partment, Education
Support Program (ESP),
UNICEF and the Euro-
pean Union. Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman said
the Skill Education
Health Care Program
would enhance stu-
dents' capabilities and

save lives and effec-
tively serve their com-
munities. He said the
joint efforts of the pro-
vincial government,
Education Department,
UNICEF and the Euro-
pean Union were laying
the foundation for posi-
tive and lasting improve-
ments in Balochistan's
education system.
Such programs, he
added, were helping
move young people be-
yond classroom-based
education by equipping
them with practical skills
required for healthcare,
emergency manage-
ment, practical life and

humanitarian service.

Vocational Training
Creates Employment Op-
portunities The MPA
said society's greatest
shortcoming was often
the failure to recognize
and properly utilize the
abilities and potential
within its people.

He stressed the im-
portance of overcoming
weaknesses, developing
individual capabilities
and enabling young

ployment opportunities
for matriculation-qual
fied female students
from the area.

He noted that sev-
eral trainees had already
started working on a
temporary basis at the
Civil Hospital, describ-
ing this as clear evidence
of the program's practi-
cal success.

Certificates Distrib-
uted Among Successful
Students Deputy Com-

School Shambay Ismail
Balgis Sulaiman also ad-
dressed the ceremony.
The speakers high-
lighted the importance
of the Skill Education
Health Care Program and
discussed the training
provided to the partici-
pating students.
At the conclusion
of the event, certificates
were distributed among
female students who

Quetta Administration Launches
Crackdown on Illegal Rickshaw
Parking and Encroachments

QUETTA: On the direc-

ately removed. disorderly parking of
Assistant Commis- rickshaws and other ve-
sioner Amir Hamza di- hicles outside hospitals
rected rickshaw drivers was causing particular
to avoid parking on difficulties for patients
roads and service lanes and their attendants.
to prevent traffic con- Effective measures
gestion and ensure that were therefore being
conducted an operation  citizens do not face dif- taken to address the is-
against illegal rickshaw ficulties while commut-  sue.
parking and encroach- ing. Amir Hamza di-
ments disrupting traffic He said improving rected traffic police and
flow on Zarghoon Road  the city's traffic manage- relevant authorities to
and other parts of the ment system and ensur- continue action against

tives of the Chief Mini
ter Balochistan and
Deputy Commissioner
Quetta, Assistant Com-
oner Quetta City
Amir Hamza, accompa-
nied by traffic police,

¥
encroachments and ille-
gal parking on major
roads,

service roads and
around hospitals to en-
sure uninterrupted traf-

ing smooth movement
for the public were
among the top priorities
of the district administra-
tion,

During the opera-
tion, allillegally parked
rickshaws on the service
road of Zarghoon Road
and in front of various
hospitals were immedi-

Nasirabad Sets August 25 Deadline
to Complete Six
Remaining BSDI Phase-II Projects

NASIRABAD: MustBeCompleted by He said quality,
Deputy Commissioner August 25 Deputy sustainability and trans-
Nasirabad Virender Lal Commissioner parency must be en-
chaired an important Virender Lal expressed sured in every project
meeting of the District satisfaction over the so that completed
Development Commit- timely completion of schemes can continue
tee to review ongoing 22 development meeting public needs
development projects projects and directed for a long period and
under Phase-II of the authorities to ensure benefit the maximum
Balochistan Special B

Development Initiative

The assistant com-
missioner noted that fic flow across Quetta.

(BSDI).

Wing Commander
Colonel Rizwan
Tayyab,  Assistant

Commissioner
Bahadur Khan Khosa,
Manzoor Shirazi and
relevant officials from
various departments
attended the meeting.

Officials gave a
detailed briefing on de-
velopment schemes
being implemented un-
der BSDI Phase-II in
Nasirabad district.

The meeting was
informed that a total of

g devel

that the remaining six number of residents.
projects are completed Regular  Field
by August 25, 2026, Monitoring Ordered
without fail. The deputy commis-

He issued clear in-  sioner directed relevant
structions to relevant officials to regularly
departments that no monitor ongoing
delay in development projects and conduct

the Skill Education
Health Care course. Cer-
tificates were also
awarded to students
who demonstrated out-
standing performance in
the Kangaroo Competi-
tion Test.

missioner  Gwadar
Nageebullah Kakar, Dis-
trict Education Officer
Zahid Hussain, Educa-
tion Support Program
Manager Adil Nadeezi
and Headmistress of
Government Girls High

people to play an active
role in the development
of Pakistan and society.

Maulana Hidayat-
ur-Rehman said the suc-
cessful vocational and
skills training program

had created practical em-

Turbat Independence Day Rally Draws Large Crowd as
Speakers Call for Peace, Development and National Unity

TURBAT: Agrand gath-
eringwas held in Turbat
as part of Pakistan Inde-
pendence Day 2026 cel-
ebrations, bringing to-
gether political leaders,
party workers and a large
number of citizens who
expressed their commit-
ment to peace, develop-
ment, prosperity and na-
tional unity.

The gathering was
held at the residence of
Parliamentary Secretary
for Fisheries Haji Barkat
Rind and was attended
by Provincial Minister
for Planning and Devel-
opment Mir Zahoor
Ahmed Buledi, senior
PML leader Attaullah
Muhammad Zai, promi-
nent political and social
figure Sahib Dad Rind,
district leaders and
workers of the Pakistan
Peoples Party and Paki-
stan Muslim League,
and a large number of
residents. Haji Barkat
Rind Highlights Devel-
opment Initiatives Ad-
dressing the gathering,
Haji Barkat Rind con-
gratulated the nation on

S A

Independence Day and
paid tribute to President
Asif Ali Zardari, Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharifand Field
Marshal Syed Asim
Munir for their efforts
toward peace and stabil-
ity amid regional ten-
sions. He said the large
public participation
demonstrated that the
people of Balochistan
‘wanted peace, prosper-
ity, development and
employment opportuni-

ties. Rind said the gov-
ernment believed in

Zahoor Buledi Says
Public Service Is
Government's Priority
Provincial Minister for
Planning and Develop-
ment Mir Zahoor Ahmed
Buledi said the large
turnout reflected the as-
pirations of the people
of Balochistan for peace,

prosperity

=

projects would be tol- field inspections of
erated. All schemes construction work.
must be completed He instructed offi-
within the stipulated cials to immediately
timeframe in accor- take effective measures
dance with transpar- to remove any ob-
ency, merit and depart- stacles affecting the
mental rules and regu- completion ofa project.
lations. At the conclusion

He also directed of the meeting,
officials to pay particu-  Virender Lal directed all
lar attention tothe qual-  concerned  depart-
ity of construction ma- ments to ensure
terials and workman- completion of the re-
ship used in the maining development
projects. schemes through ef-

Virender Lal em- fective coordination
phasized that develop- and monitoring, so that
ment projects should the benefits of ongoing
not remain limited to development activities
paperwork but must in Nasirabad district
deliver tangible benefits reach the public as
to the public. quickly as possible.

2

projects had been initi-
ated under the initia-
tive, of which 22 have
been completed while
six remain under con-
struction.

The meeting re-
viewed the progress of
completed schemes
and the current status,
construction pace,
quality and challenges
associated with the six
ongoing projects.

The deputy com-
missioner also sought
updates from relevant
officials regarding
progress and targets
for completing the re-
maining schemes.

Six BSDI Projects

and employment.

He said the incum-
bent government had
worked on development
projects across
Balochistan's districts
during the past two and
ahalf years, while keep-
ing public service at the
center of its priorities.

Buledi said the ob-
jective of his politics
was to improve people's
lives and that the gov-
ernment believed in
practical action rather
than lofty claims.

He reaffirmed that
collective efforts for the
development, peace and
prosperity of]|
i would con-
tinue within the frame-
work of the Constitution
and law.

els in rural areas. He said
employment opportuni-
ties had also been pro-
vided to local residents,
while further initiatives
would be undertaken
during the next two and
a half years to addre:

public issues and im:
prove basic facilities.
The parliamentary secre-
tary said the govern-
ment would continue
promoting education

practical measures for
public service and devel-
opment. He said several
projects had been under-
taken in the constitu-
ency over the past two
and'a half years, includ-
ing road construction
and rehabilitation in
Soro Balo, Talamb and
other areas of Tehsil
Mand, restoration of
health centers,

sion of facil

cational i and skills P
stallation of streetlights, to engage young people
electricity supply and in positive and con-
distribution of solar pan-  structive activities.

Six Motorcycles Added to Hub Police Patrol Squad
to Strengthen Security

QUETTA: SSP Hub
Mirza Bilal has said that
six 125cc motorcycles
provided by the Manag-
ing Director of the
Lasbela Industrial Es-
tates Development Au-
thority (LIEDA) will en-
hance the Hub district
police's patrolling and
rapid-response capabili-

ties.
He said the additional
motorcycles would help
strengthen security ar-
rangements for foreign
nationals, Chinese citi-
zens and other sensitive
locations across the dis-

trict.
A Special Security

and Patrolling Squad
has been formed using
the newly provided mo-
torcycles.

The squad will

ling, surveillance, escort
duties, force protection,
assistance during law-
and-order situations and
rapid response during
emergencies.

SSP Hub Mirza Bilal
expressed appreciation
to the Managing Direc-
tor of LIEDA for provid-
ing support and assis-
tance aimed at strength-
ening security arrange-
ments in the district.

He said the coop-
eration would contribute
to improving the police's
operational readiness
and ensuring more effec-

tive installations.
According to the
SSP, the special squad

conduct patrols nd sur-
veillance duties to en-
sure the security of Chi-

nese citizens, foreign na-
tionals and other sensi-

will be deployed for se-
curity coverage, patrol-

tive security and rapid
response across Hub.

Jaffarabad ﬁ‘ TENDER NOTICE ‘Lﬂ),
Reviews Tee PLA MIG PED DEPARTUENT rves s I
- Todowing demms. TSE- Zﬁ!‘ﬂl“ﬂNI‘lw In
He.a.lt.l-lcare L) Prm:nmmnl: Dd Gu! Whether Through Slestronic ar
Facilities and | | sl s Susmssicn, 1 Mangsery For Al Bidars 1o Got
Develqpment GOB Terderfar 1
Projects Giass ofdibjoct
JAFFARABAD: Deputy onary Totl o

Commissioner
Jaffarabad Khalid Khan
chaired a meeting of the
District Health Commit-
tee to review healthcare
facilities being provided
to the public, ongoing
development projects at
medical centers, avail-
able resources and chal-
lenges facing the health
sector.

During the meeting,
officials from the Health
Department briefed
Deputy Commissioner
Khalid Khan on the
healthcare services
available at medical fa-
cilities across the dis-
trict, ongoing develop-
ment schemes and other
matters related to the
provision of medical ser-
vices.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, the deputy com-
missioner said provid-
ing quality and timely
healthcare services to
the public was among
the top priorities of the
district administration.

He said efforts
would be made to im-
prove treatment facili
ties, availability of medi-
, doctors and other
essential services at
government hospitals
and health centers.
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Pakistan ‘still far’ from becoming a 3 cops arrested for alleged role in
social welfare state: PM Shehbaz prisoner’s escape in Rawalpindi

NEWS DESK:Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif

hand, there is a Pakistan won’ lbcforgl\'cn in this
for the children of the world or the next.”

on chncsday id that elite, who not only re- PM Shehbaz men-
Pakistan was “still far” ceive the best education tioned that in this year’s
from becoming a social in Pakistan but also at- budget, an amount has
welfare state, which he tend the best interna- been specified for youth
said was the original pur- tional institutions in the ~empowerment and de-
pose of the country’s UK and North America? velopment.

formation. “Contrastingly, Like last year, 1,000

The premier was there is another Pakistan high-achieving students
speaking at an event in where millions of par- will be sent to China this
Islamabad to mark Inter-  ents” children, who des- year for agriculture edu-
national Youth Day 2026,
observed on August 12.

He also inaugu-
rated several initiatives
for the youth, including
the Power Sector Inno-
vation Programme, the
National Youth Employ-
ment Policy and the
Skills  Ambassador
Programme.

‘As part of the Na-
tional Youth Employ-
ment Policy, the premier
announced that a 35 per
cent quota would
specified for women in
the labour force.

Every year, a 10pc
quota will be specified
for startups as well to perately want an educa-  cation, the premier said.
facilitate youth in start- tion, are not provided He announced that in
ing their own busi- even basic educational addition, this year, high-
nesses, he said. opportunities.” achieving “students

In’ his speech, PM Today, thousands would be given a state-
Shehbaz said that of graduates of Daanish funded opportunity to
Daanish schools were a  schools are doctors, en-  study IT and Alin China.
step towards making Pa- ~ gincers and teachers, he He also announced
kistan a country where said. The PM said that that “Pakistan’s top uni-
young people would progress being achieved  versity” is being estab-
have equal opportunities ~ through D: m;h lished in Pakistan, to be

for advancement, irre- schools was named Daanish Univer-

spective of their finan- realisation of the dream sity. It would be focused

cial status. that Quaid-i-Azam had on technology educa-
He said that during  for Pakistan. tion.

his tenure as Punjab Addressing the Education at
chiefminister, he had es- Daanish school stu- Daanish University will
tablished  Daanish dents present in the au- be provided free of cost,
schools to improve ac- dience, he said, “the larg-  only based on merit, the
cess to quality educa- est part of Pakistan’s premier said.
tion for the poor. population is you. And PM Shehbaz added
“How unfortunate if we could not give you  that250,000 high-achiev-
is it that, on the one essential skills, then we ingstudents all over Pa-

kistan would be awarded | N E W S D E S K :  his accomplices. public servant bound to  accomplices, identified
Chromebook laptops | Rawalpindi police said According to the apprehend a person un- as Danial, and recover an
this year. on Wednesday that they IR, the prisonerand his  der sentence or lawfully -AK-47 from his posse:

He commented that | had arrested three cops, accomplices ~ had committed), 223 (escape ~sion, while the others
his laptop scheme, when | who were posted as planned to escape in a from confinement or managed to escape.
it was first started in | guards at Adiala jail, for ~car. custody negligently suf- The official said the
Punjab, was criticised | their alleged involve- However, the police fered by a public ser- police van had also been
but, he added, the | ment in the escape of a van driver alerted the vant), 224(rc>lsldncc or taken into custody. He
programme has allowed prisoner while he was Mandra police, who obstruction by a person told Dawn that the pri
the youth to gain ad- | being transported to reached the spot as the to his lawful apprehen- oner was accused of kill-
vancement opportuni- | Jhelum jail froma court prisoner was attempting ~sion), 34 (acts done by  ingan Adiala jail official
in the garrison city. to escape. several persons in fur- and had been trans-

According to a po-
lice statement, Assistant
Sub-Inspector Taugeer
Hussain, Head Con-
stable Mahboob Khan
and Constable Qasim
were arrested on the di-
rectives of Rawalpindi
City Police Officer
Hassan Mushtaq
Sukhera.

Police said the es-
cape took place in the
Mandra area on Tues-
day, identifying the pris-
oner as Hammad, who
had a record of involve-
ment in cases of “serious
crime”.

b According to po-
‘oday, I, in front of | lice, search operations “When the police therance of a common ferred to Jhelum jail a
the youth, promise that | and raids were under- signalled theaccused to intention), 118 (conceal-  few days ago following
until Allah has given me | way to arrest the pris- stop, Hammad and his  ingdesign to commit of- ~ the recovery ofa mobile
the responsibility to | oner. accomplices began firing  fence punishable with phone from his posses-
serve the nation, Iwill do According to the at the police,” the FIR death or imprisonment sion at Adiala.
everything in my power | first information report, read. It was registered for life), 440 (mischief In June, 14 under-
for your prosperity and | a copy of which is avail- on behalfof the state by ~committed after prepara- trial prisoners escaped
employment. able with Dawn, the pris- Mandra police Station tion made causing death froma prisoner van while

“Our ancestors built | oner was being trans- House Officer (SHO) or hurt) of the Pakistan being transported from
Pakistan in 1947, and the | ported back to Jhelum Zakaa ul Hassan. Penal Code, Sections Kahuta to Adiala jail af-

akistan of 2047 will be | jail after a court appear- Itinvoked Sections 155-C and 155-D of Po- ter overpowering secu-
built by your vision and | ance when the three 324 (attempttomurder), lice Order 2002, which  rity guards.

energy,” the premier told | cops “conspired” with 353 (assault or criminal ~ pertain to misconduct by Four of the escaped
the students attending | him and made the van force to deter a public police officers, and mul-  prisoners were re-ar-
the event. driver stop at a hotel servant from the dis- tiple sections of the rested during an opera-

Chairman of the | along the GT Road near ~charge of his duty), 186 Anti-Terrorism Act, tion, a Rawalpindi
Prime Minister’s Youth | Mandra police stationas (obstructing public ser- spokeqper;on said soon
Programme  Rana | part of their “escape vantin discharge of pub- Gujjar Khan Sub- afier the incident.
Mashhood ~ Ahmed | plan”. lic functions), 120-B  Divisional Police Officer The incident oc-
Khan also spoke at the The prisoner and (punishment for criminal (SDPO) Syed Danyial curred within the juris-
event, where he said, | the policemen got outat conspiracy), 222 (inten- Hassan told Dawn that ~diction of Sihala police
i the hotel, where they tional omission to appre- Mandra police had man-  station in Islamabad dis-
for our youth. were joined by three of hend on the part of a aged toarrest one of the  trict.

SCrejects Punjab plea
seeking review of rape-to-
fornication verdict

NEWS DESK:The Su- Penal Code (PPC). is convicted under Sec-
preme Court has rejec(ed “The impugned  tion496-B of PPC (forni-
the Punjab judgement is pro- cation)andis sentenced
government’s petition foundly stigmatic, cast-  to five years rigorous im-
seeking a review of its  inga permanent shadow  prisonment with a fine of
Dec2, 2025 verdict that  over the victim and her Rs10,000 or in default
commmedampe convic-  entire ﬁumlyfor genera- whereof to further un-
tion into a charge of for-  tions to come,” the re- dergo two months
nication — a ruling that  view petition had argued, ~simple imprisonment.”

sparked considerable adding that such an ap- The Punjab pros-
conlroversy with rights  proach ran contrary to ecution department had

‘ganisations, including - the principles of argued in its review pe-
thc National Commis- dignity and vi p tition that, in cases of

sion on the Status of tectionand, with respect, sexual violenoe, delay in
‘Women (NCSW), cen- called for clear judicial reporting the crime and
suring the verdict. i the absence of marks of
“Learned counsel Headed by Justice violence did not carry

for the petitioner is un- Malik Shahzad Ahmad ~significant weight.
able topoint outany ma- Khan, Justice Aqeel Citing the 2011
terial illegalityor irregu-  Ahmed Abbasi and Jus- Mukhtaran Mai case,
larity in the order under tice Salahuddin Panhwar, the review petition re-
review,” ruled Justice the SC, while hearingan called that the SC had
Malik Shahzad Ahmad appeal by Hassan Khan ~held that delay in report-
an. against the Lahore High  ing rape was natural due
Justice Khan was Court’s (LHC) Dec 18, to trauma, fear and so-

heading a three-judge 2018 rejection of hisplea, cial stigma and, there-
Supreme Court bench, S fore, did not weaken the
tence from 20 yea prosecution’s case.
prisonment to five years Thus, the seven-
and Justice Shakeel after reclassifying the month delay in reporting
Ahmad, which took up offence from rape to a the crime in the present
the review petition nsual extramarital case had no material
moved by the Punjab bearing on  the
Prosecutor General. Justice Salahuddin prosecution’s case, par-
“All the main ques- Panhwar had, however, ~ticularly when it was es-
tions raised in this re- dismissed the appeal, tablished on record that
view petition have al- holding that rape and a child had been born as
ready been answered in  sexual harassment often  a result of the alleged
the impugned order,” went unreported in so- rape.
stated the one-para- ciety because victims The review petition
graph order, adding: feared the conse- pleaded that if the
“Under the circum- quences of reporting judges in the present
stances, there isnosub-  such incidents, as they case differed from earlier
stance in this review pe-  were often required to judgements of the SC, it
tition; hence, the same is justify their character to  would be appropriate to
hereby dismissed.” family members when refer the matter to the
Upholds five-year reporting such cases.  Chief Justice of Pakistan
sentence after reclassi- On the other hand, for constitution of a
fying rape conviction  the majority judgement larger bench so that an
Filed by Additional had based its decision authoritative verdict
Prosecutor General, on technical grounds, could be delivered.
Punjab, Ahmad Raza stating: “The impugned The petition regret-
Gilani, the petition under ~ judgement is modified to  ted that one of the most
Article 188 of the Con- the extent that convic- distressing aspects of
itution had pleaded tion and sentence of the ~the case was that a child
with the Supreme Court  petitioner/appellant un- had been born as a re-
torevisitits Dec2, 2025 der Section 376 (punish-  sult of the alleged of-
verdict and restore the ment of rape) is setaside  fence, but the SC had
respondent’s conviction and he is acquitted from failed to address or
and sentence under Sec-  the charge and instead ~clarify the legal and so-

tion 376 of the Pakistan  the petitioner/appellant cial status of the child.

All but three new judges sworn in after Zardari’s nod

NEWS DESK: Sixteenof pending since July 20 nitely postponed after pass presidential ap- “on its way to resolu-
the 19 additional judges and July 21, when the President Zardari neither proval, arguing that the tion”. Another meeting
of the four high courts Judicial Commission of approved the summary president was required was expected in the
acr-oss the country were  Pakistan (JCP) — the nor returned it for recon- to act on the summary coming days.
sworn in on Tuesday body responsible for sideration. The govern- within a fortnight, The delay had cre-
within hours after Presi- appointing judges to the ment maintained there sources said. ated practical difficulties
dent Asif Ali Zardari as- superior judiciary—rec- was no legal justifica- However, officials ~for the high courts. Four
sented to their appoint- ommended them. tion for the delay. later maintained that, PHC additional judges
ments, ending a weeks- After approval of The president’s le- wilh the matter sub ju-  whose confirmation had
long deadlock between the summary based on ~gal team had raised ob- ~dic ions could  been v
the Presidency and the the JCP recommenda- jections to the JCP pro- not bc issued. Sources the JCP ceased to hold
ML-N government tions and forwarded by ceedings, noting that said the government’s office after their terms
over the judicial appoint- Prime Minister Shehbaz nearlyall PPP nominees legal team planned to expired on August 4.
ments. Sharif to the Presidency, were rejected and that seek an “out-of-court™ Similarly, the term of
A permanent judge the Ministry of Law and ~some recommended can- ~ settlement with the Presi-  SHC Additional Judge
of the Lahore High Court  Justice issued notifica- didates had criminal dency. Justice Khalid Hussain
(LHC) and  four tions. records. The delay The approvals fol-Shahani expired on July
Peshawar High Court The oath-taking prompted the federal lowed a meeting be- 29 afier completion of
(PHC) permanent judges et ™ his six-month extension.
also took their oath the To address the
same day after the presi- sue, the law ministry’s
dent approved their con- notifications said the
firmations. four PHC ju-d--ges’ ap-
Ofthe 19 additional pointments would take
judges, 10 were ap- effect from July 20, the
pointed to the LHC and date of the JCP recom-
three each to the mendations. Justice
Islamabad, Balochistan Shahani’s term was also
and Sindh’ high courts. extended for six months

The new appointments from July 29.
were made for one year The judges
from the date of their The JCP had recom-

mended 19 additional
judges — 10 for the LHC
and three each for the
THC, SHC and BHC. Five
additional judges were
also confirmed as perma-
nent, while the term of
SHC Additional Judge
of additional judges and  ceremony for the addi- government to consider tween the two legal Justice Khalid Hussain
confirmation of perma- tional judges, scheduled invoking Article 48(1) of ~teams, with sources de- Shahani was extended
nent judges had been for July 27, was indefi- the Constitution to by- scribing the matter as by six months.

Norwegian FM to visit Pakistan on Aug
13-14, first such visit in a decade

NEWS DESK: Nor-
wegian Foreign Minis-
ter Espen Barth Eide
will undertake an offi-
cial toPakistan on
August 13-14 to dis-
cuss avenues for ex-
panding bilateral co-
operation, trade and
investment.

In a statement,
the Foreign Office
(FO) said, “At the in-
vitation of Deputy
Prime Minister and
Foreign  Minister
Ishaq Dar,

Norwegian FM
Eide will undertake an
official visit to Paki-
stan on 13-14 August
2026.”

According to the
FO, the visit to Paki-

th.

While all the newly
appointed judges took
oath of their offices, the
three additional judges
of the SHC will be sworn
in on Wednesday.

The appointments

full spectrum of Paki- and people-to-people de-escalate tensions in and to explore new ar-

stan will be the firstby stan-Norway rela- contacts. the region through me-  eas of mutually benefi-
a Norwegian foreign tions. “They will also diation during the US-  cial cooperation”.
minister in a decade. “The two sides exchange views on Israeli war on Iran. During his visit to
During the visit, will discuss avenues important regional and The FO stated that Norway in May, FM
the FO said that For- for further expanding international develop- the visitwould provide Dar also had a meet-
eign Minister Ishaq bilateral cooperation, ments,” it added. an opportunityto “fur- ing with Norwegian
Dar and his Norwe- particularly in trade FM Eide has ap- ther strengthen the deputy foreign minis-

gian  counterpart and investment, cli- preciated and ac- longstanding and cor- ter and di: ed the
would hold delegation- mate change, renew- knowledged dlal relations between  regional situation with
level talks covering the  able energy, education Pakistan’s efforts to Pakistan and Norway him.




