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Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti interacting with students at the CM Secretariat: Photo DGPR

“Youth are Pakistan’s Ambassadors”: CM
Sarfraz Bugti Interacts with Students

Bolan Gas Pipeline
Explosion Causes

Suspension Of Supply

From Our Correspondent:

Gas supplies to Quetta and
several parts of Balochistan
were disrupted after an explo-
sion damaged a major gas
pipeline near Gokurt in Bolan,
officials of the Sui Southern
Gas Company (SSGC) said.

According to SSGC offi-
cials, an 18-inch-diameter gas
pipeline was damaged by an
explosive device near its valve
assembly.

The installation is located
around 800 metres from the
National Highway.

The blast led to the sus-
pension of gas supplies to
Quetta, Kolpur, Mach,

Mastung, Kalat, Pishin and
Ziarat,

affecting a large number
of consumers across the re-
gion.

Flames were seen rising
from the damaged pipeline fol-
lowing the explosion, accord-
ing to information from the site.

SSGC officials said the
blast occurred at the pipeline’s
valve assembly and that repair
teams were ready to move to
the site.

However, the teams will
be dispatched only after re-
ceiving security clearance to
ensure their safety.

The company will assess
the extent of the damage be-
fore beginning repair and res-

toration work.
Officials have not yet an-

nounced how long it will take
to fully restore gas supplies to
the affected areas.

The disruption comes as
households and businesses in
several districts remain depen-
dent on the pipeline network
for their daily gas needs.

Any prolonged suspension
could create additional difficul-
ties for residents and commer-
cial consumers.

Security officials are ex-
pected to investigate the cir-
cumstances

surrounding the explosion
and determine who was re-
sponsible for damaging the gas
infrastructure.

ALI HAMZA,
QASEEM SHAH:

QUETTA — Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
held a detailed interactive ses-
sion with male and female stu-
dents from across the province
who were selected on pure
merit for higher education
scholarships at top universities
across Pakistan.

The meeting, attended by
Chief Secretary Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khan and Sec-
retary Higher Education Saleh
Baloch,

provided a platform for stu-
dents to discuss governance,
regional development, and edu-
cational opportunities directly
with the province’s executive
leadership.

Empowering
Students from

Modest
Backgrounds

Speaking to the young
scholars, Chief Minister Bugti
emphasized that a majority of
the selected candidates belong
to underprivileged and middle-
class families.

He described their admis-

sion into premier national in-
stitutions as a transformative
milestone for their families and
the region.

”The merit-based selec-
tion of students from remote
districts guarantees a bright

academic future for
Balochistan.

Wherever our youth go,
they represent our province as
ambassadors of a united Paki-
stan.”

— Mir Sarfraz Bugti,

Chief Minister of Balochistan
The Chief Minister also

expressed deep gratitude to
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif for
supporting Balochistan’s stu-
dents through fully funded uni-

Technical team at the spot of the blast that damaged the gas pipe line:
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Balochistan’s Genius: HowAsadullah Khan
Tareen Broke National Records and...

BALOCHISTANFRONT PAGE
World Bank Questions Balochistan Flood

Housing Funds as 119,049 Families...

Sohail Afridi denied meeting Imran Khan at
Adiala Jail, calls for nationwide protests

versity seats,  tuition cover, and
hostel fee support in Punjab’s
educational institutions.

A Call to Focus on Merit
and Resist Anti-State Propa-
ganda Addressing the socio-
political challenges surround-

ing youth engagement in the re-
gion,

Bugti urged students to
stay focused on discipline, re-
search, and skill development
while remaining vigilant against
divisive narratives.
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Balochistan Investment Board Marks 79th Independence
Day, Highlights Province’s Economic Potential

World Bank Questions Balochistan Flood Housing Funds as
119,049 Families Remain Without Financing

Balochistan’s Genius: How Asadullah Khan Tareen Broke
National Records and Made It to Global Research Stage

Ziarat Steps Up Independence Day
Preparations with Grand Flag March

SYED ALI SHAH:

QUETTA / PISHIN: In a
landmark achievement
that proves talent knows
no geographical bound-
aries, Asadullah Khan
Tareen, a stellar student
belonging to

Pishin district of
Balochistan,  has
emerged as one of
Pakistan’s highest aca-
demic achievers. From
shattering O-Level ex-
amination records to se-
curing a rare spot in an
elite global research pro-
gram, Asadullah’s jour-
ney stands as a beacon
of hope and inspiration
for youth across the
province and the nation.

Breaking
National Records
in O & A Levels

Asadullah set a rare
precedent during his O-
Level examinations by
appearing in 14 sub-
jects—the maximum
number of subjects a
candidate can take.
Demonstrating excep-
tional mastery, he se-
cured 12 A* grades,
earning him national dis-
tinctions and cementing
his position among the
top achievers in
Pakistan’s educational
history.

Refusing to rest on
his laurels, Asadullah
carried his momentum

Syed Ali Shah:

QUETTA: A funding dis-
pute has emerged over a
major flood-rehabilita-
t ion programme in
Balochistan, with the
World Bank expressing
concern about the deci-
sion to limit financing for
housing reconstruction
and the possible redirec-
tion of resources toward
other development
needs.

The issue is par-
ticularly significant for
thousands of families
whose homes were dam-
aged or destroyed by
floods and who were
identified as eligible for
assistance under the re-
c o n s t r u c t i o n
programme.

According to
World Bank figures,
119,049 verified and eli-
gible households cur-
rently have no identified
financing after the hous-
ing component of the
programme was capped.

The affected
households largely be-
long to economically
vulnerable communities.
The World Bank data
shows that approxi-
mately 84 percent of eli-
gible beneficiaries fall
into the ultra-poor and

Provincial Interior Minister Mir
Ziaullah Langau Visits Kalat, Reviews

Independence Day Preparations

vulnerable categories,
with many families de-
pending on daily-wage
work for their liveli-
hoods.

For such house-
holds, access to hous-
ing support  is not
merely a matter of re-
building physical struc-
tures.

A safe home is es-
sential for restoring live-

lihoods, protecting chil-
dren and elderly family
members, and reducing
the risk of families fall-
ing deeper into poverty
after a disaster.

World Bank
raises concerns

over funding
decision

The World Bank

has reportedly objected
to the change in the al-
location of housing-re-
lated funds, warning
that excluding eligible
families could under-
mine the objectives of
the broader reconstruc-
tion programme.

The concern comes
at a t ime when
Balochistan continues
to face serious develop-

ment challenges, includ-
ing inadequate infra-
structure, poverty and
growing exposure to ex-
treme weather events.

The government,
meanwhile, has its own
development priorities
and faces significant
pressure to invest in
roads, public infrastruc-
ture and other facilities
across the province.

However, the fund-
ing dispute raises an im-
portant question: can in-
frastructure develop-
ment move forward with-
out reducing assistance
meant for families who
have already been iden-
tified as eligible for
housing reconstruc-
tion?

 A new road may im-
prove access to a village,

but it cannot replace a
safe home for a family
whose house was de-
stroyed by a flood.

Concerns over
fraud need
transparent
investigation

The government
has also expressed con-
cerns about fraudulent
or questionable claims
within reconstruction
programmes.

If irregularities have
occurred, they should
be investigated through
a transparent and ac-
countable process.
Genuine beneficiaries
should not be penalised
because of fraudulent
claims made by others.

Authorit ies can
verify beneficiaries, in-
vestigate suspected
fraud and recover mis-
used funds while simul-
taneously protecting the
rights of families who
meet the programme’s
eligibility criteria.

Government,
World Bank
urged to find

solution
The current dis-

agreement does not nec-
essarily have to become

a confrontation between
the provincial govern-
ment and the World
Bank.

A joint review of the
programme, beneficiary
lists and available fi-
nancing could provide a
way forward.

Such an approach
could address concerns
about transparency
while also ensuring that
legitimate

flood victims are not
excluded from recon-
struction assistance.

For Balochistan,
where poverty and natu-
ral disasters have re-
peatedly affected vulner-
able communities, resil-
ient housing remains a
critical part of long-term
recovery.

The priority should
therefore be to find a
solution that allows the
government to pursue
essential infrastructure
projects while protect-
ing funds and opportu-
nities meant for the
province’s poorest
flood-affected families.

At the heart of the
issue are 119,049 house-
holds waiting for a clear
answer about whether
the assistance they were
deemed eligible to re-
ceive will ultimately
reach them.

Senior Balochistan Minister Muhammad Sadiq Umrani Extends
Independence Day Greetings to Nation

QUETTA: Vice Chairman
Balochistan Board of In-
vestment and Trade
(BBoIT) Bilal  Khan
Kakar has said that Pa-
kistan is the result of im-
mense sacrifices,
struggle and unparal-
leled determination,
while Independence
Day provides an oppor-
tunity to remember the
sacrifices of the
country's founders and
renew the commitment
to Pakistan's develop-
ment, prosperity and
stability.

He expressed these
views while addressing
an Independence Day
ceremony at  the
Balochistan Investment
Board office.

BBoIT Chief Execu-
tive Officer Qaim Lashari,

officers and other offi-
cials attended the cer-
emony.

The event included
the hoisting of the na-
tional flag, cutting of an
Independence Day cake
and special prayers for

the security, develop-
ment and prosperity of
Pakistan. Balochistan
Has Vast Investment Po-
tential Bilal Khan Kakar
said Balochistan pos-
sesses enormous eco-
nomic potential because

of its vast land area,
natural resources, min-
eral deposits, coastline,
Gwadar Port, renewable
energy potential, agricul-
ture, livestock, fisheries
and tourism sectors.

He said these re-

sources and opportuni-
t ies could be trans-
formed into drivers of
economic growth
through modern tech-
nology, investment and
effective planning.

The BBoIT vice
chairman said Indepen-
dence Day should also
be an occasion to pledge
that Balochistan's eco-
nomic potential would
be utilized to contribute
more effectively to
s t r e n g t h e n i n g
Pakistan's national
economy. He added that
the Balochistan Invest-
ment Board was actively
working to promote in-
vestment, create a busi-
ness-friendly environ-
ment and facilitate local
and foreign investors in
the province.

ZIARAT: Indepen-
dence Day prepara-
tions have gained mo-
mentum in Ziarat, with
celebrations beginning
amid strong national
spirit and enthusiasm.
A grand flag march
was organized by the
district administration
and police under the
leadership of Deputy
Commissioner Ziarat
Abdul Quddus
Achakzai.

District Police Of-
ficer Abdul Malik
Durrani and Assistant
Commissioner Sher
Shah Ghilzai also par-
ticipated in the flag
march.

DC Ziarat High-
lights National Unity
and Patriotism Ad-
dressing participants,
Deputy Commissioner
Abdul Quddus
Achakzai said
Pakistan's Indepen-

dence Day is one of
the most significant
days in the country's
history and prepara-
tions were underway
in full swing to cel-
ebrate the occasion
with national spirit, en-
thusiasm and unity.

He said various
government and pub-
lic locations across the
district were being
decorated with na-
tional flags,

banners and
g r e e n - a n d - w h i t e
decorations to mark

August 14 in a befit-
ting manner.

The deputy com-
missioner said Inde-
pendence Day was a
celebration of the
nation's spirit of patrio-
tism and a reminder of
the responsibility to
promote peace, secu-
rity and brotherhood.

He expressed the
resolve that the
people of Pakistan
must work collectively
to make the country a
developed, prosperous
and invincible nation.

KALAT: Balochistan
Provincial Interior Min-
ister Mir Ziaullah
Langau visited Kalat,
where tribal elders, party
workers and representa-
tives from different sec-
tions of society met with
him. During the meet-
ings, discussions fo-
cused on Independence
Day preparations, ongo-
ing development

dress local issues and
promote development in
the area.

Party workers said
preparations for Paki-
stan Independence Day
celebrations in Kalat
were continuing in full
swing and that various
activities were being or-
ganized to mark August
14 with national spirit
and enthusiasm.

spirit across Kalat.
He said various cer-

emonies and rall ies
would be organized on
August 14, urging the
public and party workers
to participate actively in
the Independence Day
celebrations.

The provincial inte-
rior minister emphasized
that the participation of
citizens and political

Balochistan Finance Minister Shuaib
Nosherwani Calls for Unity and

Development on Independence Day

into his A-Level exami-
nations.

Taking on a rigor-
ous load of 5 demand-
ing subjects, he aced
every single one, secur-
ing straight A/A*
grades and cementing
his spot at the absolute
top of national academic
rankings.

A Milestone for
Pakistan: Pioneer

Academics
Selection

Beyond standard-
ized examinations,
Asadullah has achieved
what very few high
school students glo-
bally accomplish.

He has been se-

lected for Pioneer Aca-
demics, recognized as
the world’s only fully ac-
credited research pro-
gram for high school stu-
dents.

Did You Know?
Pioneer Academics

selects only 3 to 4 stu-
dents from all of Pakistan
each year,  placing
Asadullah among an
elite group of young
scholars worldwide.

As part of this pres-
tigious fellowship,
Asadullah is currently
conducting cutting-edge
medical science research
on a critical healthcare
topic:

Research Focus:
“Does AI Help or Hinder

the Effectiveness of Di-
agnosis of Diffuse Glio-
mas?”

His research ex-
plores the intersection
of artificial intelligence
and neuro-oncology,
analyzing how AI tools
impact the clinical diag-
nostic accuracy of com-
plex brain tumors. His
paper is scheduled for
international publication
next month.

An Eye-Opener
for the Youth
of Balochistan

In a region often dis-
cussed for its educa-
tional challenges,
Asadullah Khan
Tareen’s success story

serves as a powerful re-
minder that persever-
ance, discipline, and vi-
sion can overcome any
barrier.

His trajectory from
Pishin to international
research cohorts shows
that students from re-
mote districts hold the
potential to lead ad-
vanced technological
and scientific discourse
globally.

As Asadullah pre-
pares to publish his re-
search paper, his journey
stands as an eye-opener
and a rallying call for
parents, educators, and
young minds across Pa-
kistan: with dedication,
excellence is within
everyone’s reach.

QUETTA: Senior Pro-
vincial  Minister of
Balochistan, Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP)
Central Executive Com-
mittee member, Parlia-
mentary Leader,

and Provincial Irri-
gation Minister Mir
Muhammad Sadiq
Umrani has extended
heartfelt greetings to the

people of Pakistan on
the occasion of Inde-
pendence Day, August
14.

In his Indepen-
dence Day message, the
provincial minister said
that freedom is one of
the greatest blessings
bestowed by Almighty
Allah, for which the na-
tion can never be suffi-

ciently grateful.
He said the founda-

tions of Pakistan were
laid with the blood and
sacrifices of the
country’s forefathers,
while thousands of
people sacrificed their
precious lives to secure
the nation’s freedom.

Mir Muhammad
Sadiq Umrani said that it

is now the collective re-
sponsibility of every citi-
zen to make sacrifices
for the development,
progress and prosperity
of Pakistan.

He emphasized that
Independence Day
should be an occasion
to renew the national
commitment to uphold-
ing the Constitution,

rule of law, peace, justice
and supremacy of Parlia-
ment in the country.

The provincial min-
ister said that the de-
fense of Pakistan is in
the capable hands of the
Pakistan Armed Forces,
which possess the abil-
ity to respond effec-
tively to any aggression
by the enemy.

projects and party af-
fairs. Tribal elders and
party workers expressed
their full confidence in
the leadership of Mir
Ziaullah Langau and ap-
preciated efforts to ad-

ndependence Day
Events and Rallies
Planned Mir Ziaullah
Langau said Indepen-
dence Day would be cel-
ebrated with great en-
thusiasm and patriotic

workers would help
make the celebrations a
memorable expression
of national unity, patrio-
tism and commitment to
Pakistan's progress and
prosperity.

QUETTA: Balochistan
Provincial Finance and
Minerals Minister Mir
Shuaib Nosherwani has
extended Independence
Day greetings to the na-
tion, particularly the
people of Balochistan,
saying that Pakistan is
the result of the tireless
struggle, sacrifices and
unwavering determina-
tion of its founding gen-
erations.

In his message
ahead of August 14 In-
dependence Day, the
provincial minister said
the occasion reminds

the nation of the sacri-
fices of its forefathers,
renews the commitment
to love for the homeland
and encourages citizens
to work together for the
country's development
and prosperity.

He said the secu-
rity, sovereignty and sta-
bility of Pakistan are a
collective responsibility
and called for unity in
facing the challenges
confronting the country.

Balochistan's Sacri-
fices for Pakistan Recog-
nized Mir Shuaib
Nosherwani said the

people of Balochistan
had always made valu-
able sacrifices for the
security, stability and
development of Paki-
stan. He said the
Balochistan government
was taking comprehen-
sive measures for the
province's economic and
social development, em-
ployment generation,
provision of basic facili-
t ies and sustainable
growth.

The minister
stressed the need to pro-
mote national unity,
brotherhood.
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Sohail Afridi denied meeting Imran Khan at
Adiala Jail, calls for nationwide protests

Dar orders intensified diplomatic engagement for release
of Pakistani sailors held hostage by Somali pirates

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
directed “stakeholders”
on Thursday to main-
tain close and regular
coordination and inten-
sify diplomatic engage-
ment with national and
international partners to
facilitate the release of
10 Pakistani sailors
who have been held
hostage by Somali pi-
rates since April. The
sailors were among the
crew of the MT
Honour 25, a Palau-
flagged oil tanker that
was hijacked by armed
pirates off the coast of
Puntland, Somalia, on
April 21. Besides the 10
Pakistani crew mem-
bers, the hostages also
include seven Indone-
sians, including the
captain, as well as an
Indian and a Sri
Lankan. During more
than three months of
their captivity, there
has been no progress
either in negotiations or
the payment of the ran-
som, said to be around
$3 million, for their re-

covery. Meanwhile, the
Foreign Office (FO)
has been saying that
efforts continue for
their release and return.

In a statement
posted on X today, it
said Dar chaired a high-
level meeting to review
Pakistan’s “intensified
efforts” for the safe re-
lease of the sailors.

“The DPM/FM di-
rected all relevant
stakeholders to main-
tain close and regular

ment with national and
international partners,
including the Somali
authorities and relevant
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
organisations, to facili-
tate the safe release of
our citizens,” the FO
stated. The FO said the
government remained
“fully seized” of the
situation and that Dar
expressed hope that
sustained and coordi-
nated engagement
would lead to a positive

It added that DPM
Dar also expressed soli-
darity with the families
of the sailors.

On August 7,
more than 100 days
after being taken hos-
tage by Somali pirates,
the crew members on
board MT Honour 25
released another dis-
tress message in which
they had appealed di-
rectly to the Pakistani
government for their
release. In the two

foreigners could be
seen in a state of ex-
treme distress, with
most looking sick and
weak. They requested
that the Pakistani gov-
ernment talk to the So-
mali pirates and take
steps to release them.

Since the hijack-
ing, the crew has made
several emotional vid-
eos and audio appeals,
while reporting that
they have run out of
clean water, food and
medicine. The hostages
are victims of an “own-
ership crisis”, as it is
not clearly established
who owns the ship and
the man previously
thought to be the
owner was later re-
vealed to be more likely
a middleman who hired
them. Earlier, under the
supervision of the So-
mali pirates, there were
several videos and
phone calls to the fami-
lies of the hostages to
pressure them to pay
the ransom. But after
mid-June, the mes-
sages had stopped, until
the latest appeal.

Azad Jammu Kashmir (AJK) police claim JAAC 'ab-
ducted' 8 highway police personnel on election duty

coordination and inten-
sify diplomatic engage-

outcome and the
seamen’s safe return.

video messages, the
Pakistani hostages and

Body of missing Pakistani climber
Sohail Sakhi recovered on Broad Peak
NEWS DESK: The body
of Pakistani climber
Sohail Sakhi, who was
among the 10-person ex-
pedition that went miss-
ing after the deadly
Broad Peak avalanche,
was recovered and
shifted to the mountain’s
base camp, the Alpine
Club of Pakistan (ACP)
said on Thursday.

The avalanche
struck on July 30, cut-
ting off contact with the
10-member international
expedition led by world-
renowned British-Nepali
mountaineer Nirmal
Purja on Broad Peak, one
of the world’s highest
mountains. Purja’s com-
pany later confirmed

was suspended last
week due to a risk of
fresh avalanches.

On Thursday, ACP
member Naila Kiani said
that Sakhi’s body had
been found. According
to Naila, a team of local
volunteers from Shigar,
searching the area on
their own initiative,
found the remains,
which were subse-
quently confirmed as
those of Sakhi.

She said the volun-
teers — Muhammad
Nadeem, Muhammad
Bashir and Abuzar —
first spotted the body
and alerted others in the
area. They, along with
other volunteers,

NEWS DESK: Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P)
Chief Minister Sohail
Afridi was denied per-
mission to enter Adiala
Jail on Thursday to meet
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI)  founder Imran
Khan, as police blocked
the route leading to the
prison and diverted traf-
fic.

Afridi, accompa-
nied by several PTI lead-
ers and lawmakers,
reached the Medicine
Factory checkpoint on
Adiala Road but was
stopped from proceed-
ing towards the jail. Po-
lice later removed the
barriers and restored
traffic on the road.

The chief minister
was accompanied by
Mena Khan, Shafi Jan,
Ahad Shah, Abdul Salam
Afridi and Shahid
Khattak.

The visit came as
the scheduled time for
meetings with Imran at
the jail expired. Afridi
and the other PTI lead-
ers were not allowed to
meet him.

At the checkpoint,
Afridi questioned the
SHO Saddar Beroni
about the situation and
asked what message had
been conveyed to the
authorities.

He also questioned
a man in civilian clothes
about his rank and iden-
tity. When the man said
he was a journalist,
Afridi declined to re-
spond to a question
about whether a meeting
was likely to take place,
saying he would wait
until the scheduled
meeting time ended.

Afridi told the me-

dia that if he was not al-
lowed to meet Imran, PTI
workers would take to
the streets across the
country at 10pm.

“Tonight at 10pm,
every chowk across Pa-
kistan will become D-
Chowk,” he said, calling
on workers to gather at
intersections carrying
the national and PTI
flags.

ing the country was be-
ing pushed towards de-
struction because of
“stubbornness and
ego”.

“The system has
been destroyed, and
those who brought this
system are responsible
for taking it towards de-
struction,” he said.

He also criticised
other political parties,

said that continuously
emerging "alarming re-
ports" about the health
of party founder were
causing nationwide anxi-
ety and restlessness, as
it urged the government
to allow access to him.

The party's state-
ment came in the wake
of a report by journalist
Wajahat Saeed Khan
about Imran's alleged

death in custody, ac-
cording to sources. The
report ignited intense
criticism by the party's
followers and support-
ers amid ongoing con-
cerns about Imran's
health and lack of access
to him.

In late January,
Imran was first taken to
the hospital for a minor
eye procedure. Five
days later, Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar
said that doctors at
PIMS had examined his
eyes and, after obtain-
ing his written consent,
carried out a minor medi-
cal procedure that lasted
around 20 minutes.

Afridi said workers
should remain focused
on the party’s planned
march on September 27,
claiming that the call had
become a “nightmare”
for the authorities.

“We have said that
we will bring two million
people to Islamabad on
September 27. We will
bring even more,” he
said.

He said the authori-
ties should facilitate a
meeting with Imran be-
fore September 28 if they
wanted to improve the
situation.

Afridi also criticised
the treatment of Imran
and PTI since 2022, say-

saying they were not
sincere with the country,
and cited a government
minister’s remarks that
the system had col-
lapsed.

Police had earlier
sealed Adiala Road from
Gorakhpur towards the
jail and diverted traffic
on both sides to alterna-
tive routes. After Afridi
left the checkpoint, the
barriers were removed
and traffic was restored.

Afridi and his del-
egation subsequently
left the Medicine Factory
checkpoint without be-
ing allowed to meet
Imran.

On Tuesday, PTI

Norwegian FM praises Pakistan's role in regional
peace in meeting with CDF Munir

NEWS DESK: Norway's
Foreign Minister Espen
Barth Eide on Thursday
appreciated the “profes-
sional role” played by
Pakistan in promoting
regional peace and sta-
bility during a meeting
with Chief of Army Staff
and Chief of Defence
Forces Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir at
General Headquarters
(GHQ), Rawalpindi, the
military’s media wing
said.

The meeting came
during Eide’s two-day
official visit to Pakistan,
which marked the first
visit by a Norwegian for-
eign minister to the
country in a decade.

According to a
statement issued by the
Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR), a high-
level Norwegian delega-
tion led by Eide called
on Field Marshal Munir,
with the two sides dis-
cussing “matters of mu-
tual interest, regional se-
curity and bilateral rela-
tions between Pakistan
and the Kingdom of
Norway”.

Eide appreciated
the “professional role
played by the Pakistan
Armed Forces in pro-
moting regional peace
and stability”.

CDF Munir high-
lighted Pakistan’s “per-
spective on global peace
and regional stability”,
underscoring the impor-
tance of “cooperation
and collaborative ef-
forts” to address com-
mon security chal-
lenges, ISPR said.

The two sides also
discussed regional secu-
rity and bilateral rela-

tions, with both sides
“reiterating their resolve
to further strengthen bi-
lateral ties” and “expand
engagements in defence
and security domains”.

FM Dar, Norwegian
counterpart hold press
briefing

Earlier, Eide com-
mended Pakistan’s “im-

held “in-depth discus-
sions on regional and in-
ternational develop-
ments of mutual inter-
est”. This is the first visit
by a Norwegian foreign
minister to the country
in a decade. During the
talks, Pakistan and Nor-
way “expressed satis-
faction at the warm and

to peace mediation and
facilitation. “I know
what a massive task
you’re taking on when
you offered Islamabad,
not only as the venue,
but also as the facilita-
tor of these talks.”

“What you person-
ally, but also your prime
minister, the field mar-

shal, that you have been
doing is really a service
to the world, and hence
also to us,” he said.

Eide said he wanted
to “reiterate again
strong support for the
very important role that
Pakistan has taken”
since the conflict began
on February 28. “Nor-
way was one of the
Western countries that
were clearest and earli-
est in stating that this
war in itself is a violation
of international rules,”
he said. Eide said Nor-
way, as a “large shipping
nation”,  shared
Pakistan’s interest in
keeping sea lanes open
and protecting freedom
of navigation.

portant and construc-
tive role” during the re-
cent Iran-US conflict, in-
cluding the leadership
and contributions of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar and
CDF Munir, during del-
egation-level talks in
Islamabad, the Foreign
Office (FO) said.

Eide and Dar led the
talks at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MoFA),
where the two sides re-
viewed the “whole gamut
of bilateral cooperation”
and discussed trade, in-
vestment,  climate
change, maritime affairs
and education, accord-
ing to the FO.

The two sides also

cordial state of Pakistan-
Norway relations” and
agreed to “further
deepen cooperation in
areas of mutual inter-
est”. The two sides also
recognised the “impor-
tant role of the Pakistani
diaspora in Norway”
and agreed to
strengthen people-to-
people ties between the
two countries. Speaking
at a joint press briefing
with Dar in Islamabad
after their talks, Eide
said Pakistan had taken
on a “massive task” by
offering Islamabad not
only as the venue but
also as the facilitator of
negotiations.

“I know how hard it
is,” Eide said, referring

NEWS DESK: Azad
Jammu Kashmir (AJK)
police said on Thursday
that eight highway po-
lice personnel on elec-
tion duty had been “ab-
ducted” by the pro-
scribed Joint Awami Ac-
tion Committee (JAAC).

Addressing a tele-
vised press conference,
police spokesperson
Khawar Ali Shaukat al-
leged that the JAAC at-
tacked security forces
deputed on election duty
in the region.

“Eight highway po-
lice officials on election
duty were abducted,” he
said as state media
shared a collage of the
officials’ pictures.

“The personnel are
in the custody of JAAC
and have been sub-
jected to brutal abuse,”
he said. He said that the
“miscreants also threat-
ened the families of the
personnel that they
would be martyred if
their demands were not
met”.

He said that recent
events showed that the
JAAC was not a peace-
ful group, but a violent
one intent on challeng-

ing the state’s writ and
weakening institutions.

“I want to make it
clear that the state was
not and is not weak. The
state has always shown
restraint,” he said, add-
ing that violent acts for
the sake of rights were
not above the law.

He said that the
people of the region, by
participating in polls in
the region, had made it
clear that they had noth-
ing to do with the pro-
scribed group. He ap-
pealed to the public to
disassociate themselves

from the JAAC and to
not get involved in acts
where the state’s writ
was challenged.

He appealed to par-
ents to keep an eye on
their children, saying:
““They play with the fu-
ture of young people and
instigate them against
state through mislead-
ing propaganda and
provocative state-
ments.”

At the end of his
press conference, he
called on the JAAC to
free the abducted per-
sonnel.

“The state will not
accept any pressure with
regards to the lives of
these officials. If the
personnel are harmed,
obstacles are created in
their release or threats to
their families continue,
the state will not show
any leniency,” he said.

“If the state’s writ is
challenged and if state
officials are subjected to
violence … the state will
carry out its duties in
accordance with the law
and the Constitution,”
he said, vowing strict
action against such ele-

ments.
“Any group that

challenges the state’s
writ will be dealt with ac-
cordingly,” he said.

The JAAC, which
has been demanding the
abolishment of 12 seats
in the local legislature
reserved for refugees
from Indian-held Kash-
mir, has been holding
protests in the region for
several weeks now.

Clashes took place
between protesters and
law enforcement per-
sonnel in Rawalakot and
Mirpur on July 28, which
reportedly resulted in
several casualties. Amid
the tensions, elections
are being held across
the region in phases.

The government
has accused militant el-
ements “pursuing a for-
eign agenda and backed
by Indian funding” of
fomenting the unrest.

Last week, AJK In-
formation Secretary
Muhammad Rashid
Hanif said that seven law
enforcement personnel,
including those from
police and Rangers, were
martyred during recent
unrest in the region.

Skardu by Pakistan
Army helicopters,
weather permitting.

He said the bodies
of two remaining climb-
ers have not yet been re-
covered. Shigri said res-
cue efforts for the re-
maining climbers would
resume once weather
conditions improved
and the area was
deemed safe.

He said the local
volunteers located
Sakhi’s body at an alti-
tude of 5,600 metres.

Renowned moun-
taineer Nirmal Purja
along with six elite
Nepali guides were also
part of the expedition.
Purja, who served with

Britain’s Brigade of
Gurkhas before joining
the Special Boat Squad-
ron of the Royal Ma-
rines, had broken mul-
tiple climbing records
since becoming a full-
time mountaineer and
tour guide.

there were no survivors.
The bodies of

seven climbers were
found. However, the
search for Sakhi, Ameri-
can climber Sarah
Mallory Geis,  and
Nepalese climber
Nawang Thindu Sherpa

brought the body down
from Camp 1 to the base
camp.

ACP General Secre-
tary Ayaz Shigri told
Dawn that the body had
been shifted to the
Broad Peak Base Camp
and would be airlifted to

Gun battle between terrorists, police
in Upper Dir enters second day

NEWS DESK: A gun
battle between terrorists
and police in the moun-
tainous Barikot
Dubando area of Upper
Dir district continued on
Thursday, with police
and terrorists remaining
engaged in an operation
that began Wednesday
night. Officials said both
sides were entrenched in
their positions and
heavy weapons were
being used during the
exchange of fire. No con-
firmed reports of casual-
ties had been received
till the filing of this re-
port. Unverified reports
suggested that terror-
ists had briefly taken
some local residents
hostage before releas-
ing them. Security
forces also carried out
limited shelling from he-
licopters on suspected
terrorist hideouts in the
area, though no casual-

ties were reported.
Meanwhile, resi-

dents from various parts
of Upper Dir, including
Wari, Nihag Dara,
Shalgah, Lar Jam and
Ushirai Dara, rallied in
support of the police fol-
lowing announcements
made through local
mosques. Armed volun-
teers moved towards the
affected area as part of a
local lashkar.

According to eye-
witnesses, the armed
volunteers later gath-
ered outside the Deputy
Commissioner’s Office
and briefly blocked the
Dir-Chitral Road, de-
manding the immediate
release of people alleg-
edly held by militants.

Protesters accused
the administration of fail-
ing to maintain law and
order and warned that
residents would take up
arms to defend them-

selves if authorit ies
were unable to ensure
peace. The road was later
reopened to traffic.

Addressing gather-
ings in Wari and Dir,
former provincial assem-
bly members Sahibzada
Sanaullah and Malik
Behram Khan urged resi-
dents to remain peaceful
and united. They said
the public stood shoul-
der to shoulder with the
police and would not al-
low the security situa-
tion in the district to de-
teriorate. Local elders
pledged not to provide
shelter to terrorists or
other anti-state elements
and vowed full coopera-
tion with law enforce-
ment agencies against
suspicious activities.
They said maintaining
peace in the district was
a shared responsibility
of the public and secu-
rity institutions.
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