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Balochistan Inquiry Commission Seeks Public Evidence
on Deadly Mangi Dam Attack

STAFF REPORTER:

QUETTA: The Balochistan Com-
mission of Inquiry investigating
the deadly terrorist attack on the
Mangi Dam pumping station in
Ziarat has invited members of the
public to submit evidence, state-
ments and information that could
help establish what happened
before, during and after the at-
tack.

In a public notice dated Au-
gust 17, 2026, the commission
said it was seeking information
from individuals who may have
witnessed the incident, possess
relevant documents or have
knowledge about circumstances
surrounding the attack.

The inquiry is being con-
ducted under Section 3(1) of the
Balochistan Tribunals of Inquiry
Ordinance, 1969.

One of the commission’s
central tasks is to determine how
terrorists were able to attack the
police post guarding Pumping
Station No. 3 of Mangi Dam, how
the security response unfolded
and whether there were short-
comings in the deployment, pre-
paredness, command and coor-
dination of law-enforcement
agencies.

The commission will also ex-
amine whether police personnel
had adequate training, weapons
and equipment, including pre-
paredness for counter-insur-
gency operations, and whether
the response to the attack was
timely and effective.

The inquiry will specifically
investigate the abduction and
subsequent killing of police per-
sonnel, as well as the circum-
stances that prevented their re-
covery.

The commission has also
been directed to identify those re-
sponsible for the attack and ex-
amine whether any individuals or
organisations facilitated the as-
sault. It will look into possible
negligence, dereliction of duty,

Four Terrorists Killed in
Intelligence-Based

Operation in Ziarat-
Harnai, Security Sources

NEWS DESK:

Security forces killed four
terrorists in an intelligence-
based opera tion in  the
mountainous border area be-
tween Ziarat and Harnai,
security sources said.

The operation  was
launched after intelligence
reports indicated the pres-
ence of ter ror is ts  in  the
area.

During surveillance, se-
curity forces confirmed that

File Photo: Security forces killed four terrorists in an
intelligence-based operation in the mountainous border

area between Ziarat and Harnai

'Big, bold and important first step': Trump
welcomes defence pact between Pakistan,

Saudi Arabia and Turkiye

three to four terrorists were
hiding in an abandoned
house.

The forces surrounded
the suspected hideout and
effectively targeted the ter-
ror is ts ,  resu lting in  the
deaths of four  terror is ts ,
according to secur ity
sources.

A search and
sanitisation operation is un-
derway in the area, while
security forces continue ef-
forts to eliminate terrorist
elements from the region.

United States President Donald Trump said on Sunday he was pleased by the recent signing of a
defence pact between Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkiye.

File photo of prolonged sit in at the main Shuhadai Ziarat Chowk
operational lapses, failures of
command and control, and lack
of coordination among relevant
agencies.

Officials will also collect
records, statements and other
evidence, including relevant
communications and call-data
records, as part of the investiga-
tion.

The commission has invited
police, the Counter-Terrorism De-
partment and other security and

law-enforcement agencies to pro-
vide records and cooperate with
the inquiry.

Public invited to come for-
ward

In what could provide an im-
portant avenue for witnesses and
other informed individuals to
contribute to the investigation,
the commission has asked mem-
bers of the public to submit any
material or information related to
the attack.

The notice says people who
have relevant evidence or infor-
mation may approach the commis-
sion and provide their statements
or supporting material. The dead-
line for submissions is August 28,
2026.

The Mangi Dam attack was
one of the deadliest security inci-
dents in Balochistan in July. Ac-
cording to contemporary reports,
terrorists attacked the police post
guarding the dam’s pumping sta-

tion in Ziarat, killing nine police-
men and abducting 18 others,
who were later killed. The total
number of police personnel killed
in the attack and its aftermath was
reported at 27.

The provincial government
had earlier initiated an inquiry
into the incident, with the inves-
tigation tasked with establishing
the sequence of events and as-
sessing the preparedness, de-
ployment, response and coordi-

NEWS DESK:

United States President Donald
Trump said on Sunday he was
pleased by the recent signing of
a defence pact between Pakistan,
Saudi Arabia and Turkiye.

“Very happy to see that
Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, and Paki-
stan have recently, and finally,
signed the Makkah Joint Defence
Agreement,” he wrote on his
Truth Social platform.

“It shows how the Middle
East is coming together, and how
Countries will finally be able to
defend themselves in a more
meaningful way,” he wrote, call-
ing it a “BIG, BOLD, IMPOR-
TANT FIRST STEP”.

Reacting to Trump’s remarks,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said he “deeply appreciated” the
“kind words of support” on the
signing of the agreement.

“Together, with the brotherly
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the
Republic of Turkiye, Pakistan will
continue to play a constructive
role in ensuring the defence of
our own countries as well as the
entire region,” he said.

In an apparent reference to
last year’s brief military conflict
with India, PM Shehbaz also took
the opportunity to commend
Trump for his “courageous and
decisive leadership, which helped
avert a nuclear catastrophe in
South Asia and saved millions of
lives”.

“Durable peace is the most
essential prerequisite for a bright
and prosperous future for our
peoples,” he said.

The three-way agreement,
signed on August 7, comes amid
a US-Iran war that has extended

violence to the region, including
Houthi rebel attacks.

The joint defence agreement
aims to strengthen collective de-
terrence and empowers its signa-
tory states to treat an attack
against one of them as an attack
against all of them.

Turkiye’s defence ministry
said last week that Pakistan,
Turkiye and Saudi Arabia will form
political and military mechanisms
under the pact,

adding the alliance would
also deepen defence industry
cooperation.

Both Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif and Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar have said the pact is defen-
sive in nature, with the latter say-
ing that it is also “open to any
country in the region” willing to
uphold its fundamental prin-
ciples.

Shortly after the agreement
was signed, Turkish Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan said
Turkiye expected Egypt to join
the pact

“in the next stage”, telling
the Anadolu state news agency
only “a few technical issues”
stood in the way.

However, Egypt has not com-
mented on the agreement nor on
the remarks by Fidan.

Later, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan also said
he hoped more countries would
join the defence agreement.

“Our vision for it is not lim-
ited to the three countries,” the
Turkish leader told the London-
based Asharq Al-Awsat daily.

“Rather we aspire for it to
grow, and perhaps appropriate
conditions will emerge one day for
all countries of the region to
gather under its umbrella,” he
added.

nation of the relevant security
agencies.

The latest public notice sig-
nals a broader effort to bring eye-
witness accounts and other evi-
dence into the inquiry, potentially
helping investigators answer one
of the most pressing questions
surrounding the tragedy: how
such a heavily consequential at-
tack was able to unfold and what
could have been done to prevent
it.
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Artificial Intelligence Just Taking Baby Steps
Syed Muhammad
Qaseem:

A r t i f i c i a l

Intelligence(AI) is the
simulation of human in-
telligence in computer
systems. In simple
words, AI enables ma-
chines to perform tasks
that require human intel-
ligence. Those tasks can
be learning from past ex-
periences, solving prob-
lems, and making predic-
tions based on provided
data. Until now, AI has
just started taking baby
steps but it is growing at
a much rapid rate.

Every invention had
various positive and
negative impacts on hu-
man civilization. Accord-
ing to Google’s CEO,
Sundar Pichai “AI will
have a more profound
impact on human beings
than fire, electricity, and
the internet”. This inno-
vation also has both
positive and negative
impacts on human be-
ings. If it is left un-
checked it will have ad-
verse impacts on human
creativity, the job market,
and the flow of informa-
tion. However, the posi-
tive use of AI will bring
major advancements in
medical science,  educa-
tion, agriculture, etc. In
the following para-
graphs, the impacts of AI
on humans are de-
scribed.

Negative Im-
pacts of AI:

AI is a technologi-
cal tool and its use can
be both positive and
negative, although, it is
in the hands of human
beings on how to use it.
Following are some
negative impacts of AI
on humans.

Deep Fakes
Through Gen-

erative AI:
In the age of infor-

mation technology, mis-
information is a major is-
sue.

The introduction of
generative AI into pub-
lic space has further
worsened the predica-
ment of information flow.
Through generative AI,
deep fakes are generated.

These deep fakes
are difficult to judge, as
original or fake, for a per-
son who has no knowl-
edge of AI.

The deep fakes can
be an image, a video, or
a voice note. Recently, in
Slovakia’s 2023 elec-
tions, a fake voice of a
party’s leader and a jour-
nalist was shared on so-
cial media, in which they
were talking about pur-
chasing votes from the
poor population. This
voice badly reduced the
vote bank of that party
during elections.

Another example of
the deep fakes that cre-
ated uncertainty was
pictures of the former US
president,  Donald
Trump’s arrest, which
provoked his
supporter’s sentiments
against the state. There-
fore, if the use of genera-
tive AI is left unchecked,
bad actors in society will
use it for their own pur-
poses and spread wrong
information.

AI’s use in War
Using AI for the

purpose of AI will have
ferocious results. Be-
cause AI unlike humans
has no fear, doesn’t
commit mistakes,
doesn’t get tired, and
has no mercy. So, it can
fight much better than a
soldier.

Thus, Countries are
trying to develop AI
fighters, robots, and
drones for the maximiza-
tion of power. This will
attract the attention of
their rival countries to
build AI war machines
for the balance of power.
Hence, like nuclear weap-
ons, AI will further
worsen security dilem-
mas if used for the pur-
pose of war.

AI is a Major
Threat to

Human Cre-
ativity

Creativity is a
unique characteristic of
human beings due to
which they bring devel-
opment, prosperity,
modernization, and easi-
ness in their lives. But
man-made intelligence is
growing so rapidly that

it has posed a grave
threat to the creativity of
God’s humankind. With
only a few clicks and in
some seconds, an AI
program can write a
book, a novel, a poem, an
assignment and an ar-
ticle. Furthermore, it can
sing a song, draw a paint-
ing, solve a problem, and
make a prediction. On the
other side, it takes much
effort and time for a hu-
man to do all these tasks.
Due to the lazy and com-
fort-seeking nature of
human beings, now they
mostly rely on AI to per-
form these tasks. With
the passage of time AI is
learning more skills and
human’s reliance on AI
is further increasing.
This increase in reliance
on AI will cause the
death of creativity in hu-
mans.

AI and Job
Market

“ AI is coming to
take your job”, this news
was seen on many news
platforms when

ChatGPT was launched
in Nov 2022. As stated
earlier, AI is efficient and
less time-consuming in
performing a task. There-
fore, it has made millions
of people jobless in al-
most every field, whether
they are hotel waiters,
drivers, journalists, soft-
ware engineers and con-
tent writers etc.

AI-driven cars nei-
ther cross the speed limit
nor have sleep prob-
lems, consequently,
companies are manufac-
turing AI-driven cars to
avoid road accidents.
Journalists and content
writers demand huge
salaries for their work,
while, ChatGPT is a free
AI app that can do the
same tasks freely and
quickly.

 More interestingly,
AI will replace its own
founders(Software Engi-
neers) who developed
AI, as AI can write code
and find errors in it. To
sum up, AI has much po-
tential to replace the hu-
man workforce.

Positive Im-
pacts of AI
Along with negative

impacts, AI can also be
advantageous for hu-
mans if used for welfare
purposes. In the follow-
ing paragraphs, some
advantages of AI are de-
scribed if AI is used posi-
tively.

AI can Revolu-
tionize the

Medical Field
AI along with syn-

thetic biology can trans-
form the world shaped
until now. AI and syn-
thetic biology can eradi-
cate debilitating dis-
eases, and find treat-
ments for pandemics,
thus providing health
benefits. AI has also
made a lot of achieve-
ments in the field of sur-
gery. Last year, an AI ro-
bot performed a suc-
cessful egg surgery in
which the inner layer of
an egg was stitched. Ad-
ditionally, an AI Chatbot

can also prescribe medi-
cines and treatment for a
disease based on the
provided symptoms. In
the coming years, AI will
further advance itself in
the medical field and
people will take numer-
ous benefits from it.

Prediction
Based on Pro-

vided Data
Humans remain cu-

rious to predict things or
the outcome of events. If
data is fed to an AI, it can
find patterns in that data,
and based on those pat-
terns it can give predic-
tions. For example:

AI can predict elec-
tion results, market de-
mand for a product, pre-
dict weather etc. In the
US 2020 presidential elec-
tions, an AI model was
trained to predict the out-
come of elections.

 Tweets and
Facebook posts were fed
to the model from which
AI separated positive
and negative sentiments

about former US Presi-
dent Trump and current
US President Joe Biden.
Based on the high num-
ber of positive senti-
ments, the AI model pre-
dicted that Trump would
win the elections, and he
won. So, humans can
take advantage of this
feature of AI and can
reap its benefits.

Boosting Agricul-
ture Through AI

Pakistan is an agri-
culture-based country,
and enhancing the agri-
culture sector will boost
the country’s economic
performance.

 AI can increase ag-
ricultural production by
predicting the best time
to cultivate and harvest
a crop.

It is also capable of
identifying soil condi-
tions, plant diseases,
weather forecasts, and
when plants need to be
irrigated. Moreover,

AI can analyze the
market’s supply and de-
mand chain. AI will be ef-

ficient in saving the loss
of water during irriga-
tion. Secondly, it will
provide a suitable envi-
ronment for the plants to
grow through maintain-
ing soil fertility and wa-
ter needs.

To sum up, equip-
ping agriculture with AI
systems will boost agri-
cultural production and
prevent heavy water
losses.

Recommenda-
tions for the

Pakistani Gov-
ernment

The world has en-
tered into the race of AI
development.  Fortu-
nately, Pakistan has a
huge human resource,
but making them skilful
in the field of AI is a hard
task to do. All provincial
governments should in-
clude AI in the school
curriculum.

 There should be an
AI portal for students,
from where they can get
updates about AI devel-
opments around the
globe and jobs an-
nounced by the govern-
ment. Furthermore, uni-
versities must be di-
rected to increase prac-
tical work in AI rather
than theoretical.

Conclusion
In conclusion, AI

nevertheless advanta-
geous, poses a grave
threat to human civiliza-
tion. If AI is left un-
checked, it can spread
misinformation through
deep fakes, worsen the
status quo of security di-
lemmas, cause the death
of human creativity, and
take jobs. So, all coun-
tries should sit on a
single platform and form
laws to control the devel-
opment and introduction
of AI tools in public
space. In addition,

AI companies
should include a water-
mark to the content gen-
erated through AI to
cope with misinforma-
tion. In the end,

 AI will be more haz-
ardous if it gets con-
sciousness and moves
physically freely without
being dependant on hu-
mans.

BUITEMS Organizes Open Day to Inspire Students
Across Balochistan

Syed Dara Shikoh
Amir:
Quetta, September
2025 – The
Balochistan Univer-
sity of Information
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS)
opened its doors to
thousands of  college
students
     from across the
province by hosting a
vibrant “Open Day”,
showcasing its mod-
ern academic facili-
ties, innovative pro-
grams, and lively cam-
pus culture.

Delivering a spe-
cial message,
BUITEMS Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr.
Khalid Hafeez reaf-
firmed

the university’s
mission of inclusive
education and knowl-
edge sharing. He
stated:

“BUITEMS is the
university of every stu-
dent in Balochistan.
Our classrooms, re-
search opportunities,
and

resources are
open for all so that no
young learner in the
province remains de-
prived of quality edu-

cation.”
The event at-

tracted an enthusias-
tic response, with more

than 2,000 students
from 18+  colleges at-
tending.

Visiting students

and their teachers ex-
plored BUITEMS’
faculties, interacted
directly with profes-

sors, and participated
in detailed career-
guidance and counsel-
ing

sessions designed
to help them choose
the right academic
path.

Special aware-
ness stalls, depart-
mental exhibitions, and
program presentations

provided students with
insights into
BUITEMS’ wide-
ranging degree pro-
grams, research pros-
pects,

and campus life.
Many participants
praised the initiative,
calling it a valuable
opportunity to connect
with higher education
and future career op-
tions.

Prof. Dr. Khalid
Hafeez applauded the
organizing team for
successfully conduct-
ing the Open Day,
adding that such out-
reach efforts
strengthen

the bridge be-
tween the university
and youth across
Balochistan.

By holding this
large-scale Open Day,
BUITEMS has fur-
ther solidified its repu-
tation as a center of
excellence in higher
education,

innovation, and
student empowerment
in Balochistan, en-
couraging young
learners

to strive for aca-
demic success and
contribute to the
province’s develop-
ment.
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Three-Day Training Workshop for Balochistan Textbook
Writers, Editors and Reviewers Begins

Balochistan’s Immunization Coverage Rises to
56.6%: TPVICS Survey

Balochistan C&W Secretary Orders Faster Completion of
Road Sector Development Projects

Hub Master Plan and Safe City Project
Reviewed at High-Level Meeting

QUETTA: Secretary
Communications and
Works Babar Khan
chaired a meeting to re-
view progress on Road
Sector Phase-I and
Phase-II projects under
the Balochistan Socio-
Economic Development
Projects.

Project Coordinator
Balochistan Socio-Eco-
nomic Development
Projects Shehzad
Hassan Jaffer, Chief En-
gineer Qalat-Khuzdar
Zone Azizullah Kakar,
Chief Engineer
Nasirabad Zone
Muhammad Bashir
Nasir, Technical Adviser
Ehsanullah Khan
Dautani, and district en-
gineering officers from
Jhal Magsi, Sherani,
Gwadar,  Khuzdar,
Nushki, Panjgur, Zhob,
Washuk and Awaran at-

Pishin Police Arrest Six Suspects in Theft Crackdown,
Recover Stolen Power Equipment

QUETTA: A three-day
training workshop for
textbook writers, editors
and reviewers has com-
menced under the aus-
pices of the Balochistan
Textbook Board (BTBB)
to enhance their profes-
sional capacity, improve
the quality of textbooks
and align educational
content with modern
academic requirements.

The inaugural ses-
sion was addressed by
Secretary Secondary
Education Lal Jan Jafar
and Chairman
Balochistan Textbook
Board Dr. Gulab Khan
Khilji.

The workshop was
attended by BTBB Sec-
retary Dr. Niaz Tareen,
Director Curriculum In-
stitute Nematullah Khan
Kakar, Director PITE
Fatima Mandokhail, text-
book writers and review-
ers from various sub-
jects, professors, assis-

tant professors, PhD
scholars, education ex-
perts, senior officials
and officers of the
Balochistan Textbook
Board.

Speaking at  the
opening ceremony, Sec-
retary Secondary Edu-
cation Lal Jan Jafar said
the preparation of high-
quality and effective
textbooks is fundamen-
tal to improving the
education system.

He stressed that
continuous professional

development of textbook
writers, editors and re-
viewers is essential to
provide students with
educational material that
is high-quality, easy to
understand, research-
based and aligned with
modern educational re-
quirements.

He said the primary
objective of the work-
shop is to improve the
capacity of experts in-
volved in different
stages of textbook de-
velopment, familiarize

them with modern edu-
cational principles and
further enhance the qual-
ity, accuracy, language,
style and educational ef-
fectiveness of text-
books. Chairman
Balochistan Textbook
Board Dr. Gulab Khan
Khilji said a textbook is
not merely a collection
of information but an
important tool for devel-
oping students’ intellec-
tual, academic and cre-
ative abilities.

He emphasized that

quality, accuracy, re-
search, language and ex-
pression, as well as stu-
dents’ age and educa-
tional level, must be
given special consider-
ation during the prepa-
ration of textbooks.

Dr.  Gulab Khan
Khilji welcomed the or-
ganization of the training
workshop, saying such
programs provide text-
book writers, editors and
reviewers with opportu-
nities to strengthen their
skills in modern teach-
ing methodologies, cur-
riculum requirements
and the development of
effective educational
content.

He reaffirmed that
the Balochistan Text-
book Board would con-
tinue fulfilling its re-
sponsibilities to provide
students across the
province with quality
and modern educational
books.

HUB: A high-level meet-
ing on the Hub Master
Plan and Safe City
Project was held at the
Lida Conference Hall
under the chairmanship
of Commissioner
Lasbela Division Saira
Atta, with senior admin-
istrative, police and mu-
nicipal officials review-
ing progress on major

Police Efforts Improve Law and
Order in Usta Muhammad, Says

SP Hafiz Muaz-ur-Rehman

PISHIN: Pishin Police
have intensified opera-
tions against theft and
criminal activities, arrest-
ing six suspects over
the past three days in
connection with various
theft incidents, accord-
ing to Sub-Divisional
Police Officer (SDPO)
Syed Azmat Hussain
Shah Gilani.

Speaking to repre-
sentatives of Media
House Pishin during a
briefing at Police Lines
Pishin, the SDPO said
the crackdown was
launched on the special
directives of SSP Pishin
Naveed Alam and was
being conducted
through a specialized in-
telligence network.

He said the sus-
pects were allegedly in-

volved in stealing mo-
torcycles, mobile phones
and other valuables
from different locations.
Information gathered
during investigations
also indicated the al-
leged buying and selling
of stolen goods.

Following the col-
lection of intelligence
and information related
to the incidents, police
detained the suspects
and initiated further in-
vestigation.

The briefing was

attended by DSP (U/Ts)
Muhammad Akbar,
Ghazanfar Bugti, Atiq-
ur-Rehman, SHO
Chaudhry Muhammad
Idrees, WAPDA person-
nel and other officials.

SDPO Syed Azmat
Shah said an organized
theft network had alleg-
edly been stealing
WAPDA electricity
transformers and cables
from various locations,
including government-
operated tube wells in
the city and surrounding

areas. Acting on infor-
mation, a police team
raided a warehouse and
reportedly recovered
three trucks loaded with
allegedly stolen electric-
ity transformers and
cables. Three suspects
were arrested during the
operation.

The SDPO said po-
lice operations would be
further intensified to
protect the lives and
property of citizens. He
added that efforts were
also underway to re-

cover stolen motor-
cycles and other valu-
ables.

Police would also
take action against indi-
viduals allegedly facili-
tating the purchase and
sale of stolen property,
he said.

Syed Azmat
Hussain Shah Gilani re-
iterated that individuals
involved in theft would
be brought to justice in
accordance with the law.

He further an-
nounced a zero-toler-
ance policy against
drugs, stating that police
had recovered approxi-
mately 17 kilograms of
narcotics during the
past seven months as
part of ongoing anti-
drug operations in the
district.

Q U E T T A :
Balochistan has re-
corded significant
progress in childhood
immunization, with
vaccination coverage
reaching 56.6%, ac-
cording to the
TPVICS Round 3 in-
dependent survey con-
ducted by Aga Khan
University.

The latest figures
show a 19% improve-
ment in immunization
coverage compared

with the previous as-
sessment, reflecting
continued efforts to
expand vaccination
services across the
province.

According to the
Balochistan Health
Department, the im-
provement is the re-
sult of sustained ef-
forts by the depart-
ment and the Ex-
panded Programme
on Immunization
(EPI), along with im-

proved monitoring and
service delivery.

B a l o c h i s t a n
Health Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar
praised the perfor-
mance of the Health
Department and EPI
teams, saying that pro-
tecting children from
vaccine-preventable
diseases remains a key
priority of the provin-
cial government.

He said the gov-
ernment is utilizing all

available resources to
improve access to ba-
sic healthcare services
and ensure a healthier
future for children
across Balochistan.

Kakar said the
rise in immunization
coverage reflects the
government’s com-
mitment to building a
healthier and stronger
new generation. He
also attributed the
progress to the leader-
ship of the Chief Min-

ister of Balochistan,
improved health gov-
ernance, effective
monitoring and addi-
tional resources for
the health sector.

The provincial
health minister reaf-
firmed that efforts
would be further ac-
celerated to expand
routine immunization,
reach children in re-
mote areas and pro-
tect communities from
preventable diseases.

tended the meeting.
Participants were

given a detailed briefing
on the progress of all de-
velopment schemes be-
ing implemented under
Road Sector Phase-I and
Phase-II.

Addressing the
meeting, Secretary Com-
munications and Works
Babar Khan said com-
pleting

ongoing develop-
ment projects within the
stipulated financial
year—and preferably
ahead of schedule—is a

top priority of the Com-
munications and Works
Department.

Expressing dissatis-
faction over the pace of
work on several projects,
he said delays in impor-
tant development
schemes would not be
tolerated under any cir-
cumstances.

The secretary di-
rected the concerned of-
ficers to further acceler-
ate the pace of work, im-
prove implementation
standards and ensure
that projects are com-

pleted within the pre-
scribed timelines.

Babar Khan said
completion of these road
projects in remote and
underdeveloped areas
of Balochistan would
help put these regions
on the path to develop-
ment and prosperity.

He said improved
road connectivity would
make it easier for resi-
dents of these areas to
access major cities and
markets, benefit ing
people from all segments
of society.

The Secretary Com-
munications and Works
emphasized that im-
provement of infrastruc-
ture and timely comple-
tion of development
projects would contrib-
ute significantly to eco-
nomic growth, develop-
ment and prosperity in
Balochistan.

He further directed
officials to ensure that
the benefits of the ongo-
ing road projects reach
residents of the
province’s remote areas
at the earliest.

Quetta Prepares for Special Polio
Campaign Starting August 31

QUETTA: Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini
chaired an important
meeting to review prepa-

rations and strategy for
the upcoming FIPV and
OPV polio vaccination
campaign, scheduled to
begin on August 31.

The meeting was
attended by representa-
tives of Wifaq-ul-
Madaris, the Private
Schools Association,
Education Department,
Police Department and
relevant officials and
personnel from the
Health Department.

Participants re-
viewed arrangements for
the special anti-polio
campaign and finalized a
comprehensive strategy

to administer polio vac-
cines and oral polio
drops to children aged
zero to five years in all
government and private

schools and religious
seminaries across
Quetta.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Mehrullah Badini
directed the concerned
departments to ensure
effective arrangements
at all schools and semi-
naries during the cam-
paign and guarantee ac-
cess to vaccination for
every child within the
target age group.

He stressed the im-
portance of coordinated
efforts among the admin-
istration, education insti-
tutions, religious semi-
naries, health authorities

and police to ensure the
campaign reaches all eli-
gible children.

The Deputy Com-
missioner appealed to

parents, seminary admin-
istrators, heads of pub-
lic and private schools
and educational institu-
tion managements to ex-
tend full cooperation to
polio teams and ensure
that children aged zero
to five years receive the
required polio drops and
vaccine.

He emphasized that
collective cooperation is
essential to protect chil-
dren from the crippling
and potentially l ife-
threatening poliovirus
and to support ongoing
efforts to eradicate po-
lio.

development schemes.
The meeting was

attended by DIG Lasbela
Range Abdul Qayum
Patafi, Deputy Commis-
sioner Hub Jumma Dad
Khan Mandokhail, SSP
Lasbela Najeebullah
Pindrani, SSP Hub Raza
Bilal Hassan, Chairman
Municipal

Committee Hub Gul
Hassan Muhammad
Hasni, municipal engi-
neers, representatives of
the consultant firm and
Assistant Commis-
sioner Uthal.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Hub Jumma Dad
Khan Mandokhail and
Project Director Hub
Master Plan Arbab Ayub
Kakar briefed Commis-
sioner Saira Atta on the
progress and various
components of the mas-
ter plan.

Speaking during the
meeting, Commissioner
Saira Atta described the
Hub Master Plan as an
important project for the
modernization and
planned development of
Hub city, saying the
plan incorporates feasi-
bility measures aimed at
providing better facili-

ties to the growing urban
population.

She directed offi-
cials to ensure that work
on the master plan does
not stop under any cir-
cumstances. The com-
missioner said she
would personally review
the physical and finan-
cial progress of projects
included in the master

plan against the funds
released.

D e v e l o p m e n t
projects should be vis-
ible on the ground, not
merely through multime-
dia presentations,” she
emphasized.

Commissioner Saira
Atta also directed that
roads should not be un-
necessarily dug up until
funds required for the
relevant project compo-
nents are released and
implementation require-
ments are finalized.

Six Projects In-
cluded in Phase-I Project
Director Arbab Ayub
Kakar informed the meet-
ing that approximately
30 percent of Hub’s area
is industrial , while
around 70 percent com-
prises urban and agricul-
tural areas.

He said Phase-I of
the Hub Master Plan in-
cludes six major
projects, with an esti-
mated cost of around
Rs6 billion.

An allocation of
Rs140 million has been
approved during the
current financial year for
the project. Plans in-
clude the construction

of an entrance gate to
Hub city and a modern
bus terminal.

The foundation of
the intercity bus terminal
and associated green ar-
eas are also part of the
master plan.

DC Complex and
Officers’ Colony Deputy
Commissioner Hub
Jumma Dad Khan

Mandokhail briefed the
meeting on the con-
struction of the DC
Complex and Officers’
Colony, being devel-
oped at an estimated
cost of Rs2 billion.

According to the
briefing, the DC Com-
plex has achieved 40 per-
cent physical and 32 per-
cent financial progress,
while the Officers’
Colony has recorded 30
percent physical and 20
percent financial
progress. Work is also
underway on drainage
and sewerage infrastruc-
ture along a five-
kilometre stretch of the
RCD Highway under the
Hub Master Plan. Offi-
cials said one kilometre
of sewerage pipeline and
100 metres of drainage
infrastructure have al-
ready been completed.

Modern Service
Corridor and Under-
ground Electricity Net-
work Project Director
Arbab Ayub Kakar said
the service corridor has
been designed on mod-
ern lines, with the layout
taking inspiration from
planned developments
such as Bahria Town.

USTA MUHAMMAD:
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Usta Muhammad
Hafiz Muaz-ur-Rehman
has said that the law and
order situation in the
area has improved sig-
nificantly as a result of
effective policing, stra-
tegic planning, continu-
ous monitoring and the
dedicated efforts of po-
lice officers and person-
nel.

Speaking to Naik
Muhammad, Deputy Di-
rector of the Divisional
Information Department
Nasirabad, SP Hafiz
Muaz-ur-Rehman said
that when he assumed
charge as SP Usta
Muhammad, the law and
order situation in the
area was not satisfac-
tory.

He said the police
team worked day and
night and adopted an ef-
fective strategy to im-
prove security condi-
tions,

resulting in signifi-
cant progress toward es-

tablishing an atmo-
sphere of peace and sta-
bility in the area.

The SP said police
intensified operations
against criminal ele-
ments, improved the pa-
troll ing system, in-
creased surveillance in
sensit ive areas and
made the protection of
citizens’ lives and prop-
erty a top priority.

He highlighted the
important role played by
police officers and per-
sonnel through their
continuous efforts, as
well as the cooperation
of local residents, in im-
proving law and order.

According to Hafiz
Muaz-ur-Rehman, stron-
ger communication and
cooperation between
the police and the pub-
lic have helped prevent
crime and provide citi-
zens with a safer envi-
ronment.

The SP stressed
that maintaining the cur-
rent law and order situa-
tion is an ongoing pro-

cess.
He said police

would continue perform-
ing their duties with
dedication, integrity and
professionalism and
would take all possible
measures to prevent dis-
order and criminal activi-
ties.

Hafiz Muaz-ur-
Rehman also appreci-
ated the support  ex-
tended by Provincial
Minister for Livestock
Sardarzada Faisal Khan
Jamali, saying his coop-
eration and guidance
had further strength-
ened efforts to establish
peace and stability in
Usta Muhammad.

He said law and or-
der would be further
strengthened through
continued cooperation
among the district ad-
ministration,  police,
elected representatives
and the public, enabling
citizens to carry out their
daily activities and busi-
ness operations without
fear.
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Pakistan assumes presidency of UN
disarmament conference: FO

Nawaz interviews candidates for AJK reserved seats
NEWS DESK: PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif
and Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Maryam Nawaz
Sharif on Sunday con-
ducted interviews with
candidates vying for
party tickets for five
women’s reserved seats
in the Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) Legisla-
tive Assembly.

The interviews
were held in Murree,
where the PML-N lead-
ership has been con-
ducting discussions re-
garding the allocation of
reserved seats and the
government formation
process following the
recent AJK elections.

PML-N AJK Re-
gional President Shah
Ghulam Qadir and Prime
Minister’s Adviser on
Political Affairs Rana
Sanaullah also attended
the session.

In a statement is-
sued after the meeting,
the PML-N said the lead-
ership appreciated the
“active and significant”
role played by women in
the AJK elections, de-
scribing their participa-
tion as a welcome devel-
opment for strengthen-
ing the democratic pro-
cess.

Earlier, aspiring can-
didates appeared for in-
dividual interviews be-
fore the party leadership.
Each interview lasted
between five and 10 min-
utes.

Those who ap-
peared before the lead-
ership included the
widow of late Raja Abid
Khan of Dadyal, whose
son Raja Shoaib Abid
had withdrawn his can-
didature in favour of the
party’s ticket-holder and
MLA-elect Chaudhry
Azhar Sadiq.

Other candidates

Sudhnoti, who served
as an MLA on a re-
served seat from 2016 to
2021, Nisara Abbasi,
who served on a re-
served seat in the out-
going Assembly,
Maryam Idrees of
Mirpur,  Maria Iqbal
Tarana of Muzaffarabad
and Zareeda Nisar from
Kotli.

The PML-N, which
has secured 25 directly
elected seats and one al-
lied member, expects to
win four of the five
women’s reserved seats.
The party is also ex-

eight reserved seats in
the Legislative Assem-
bly, with polling set to
take place on Aug 24.

Under Article 22(1)
of the AJK Constitution,
the Legislative Assem-
bly consists of 53 mem-
bers, including 45 mem-
bers elected directly
through adult franchise
and eight members cho-
sen by directly elected
representatives.

The reserved seats
include five seats for
women and one each for
Ulema-i-Din or
Mashaikh well-versed in
the teachings of Islam,
Jammu and Kashmir
State subjects residing
abroad, and technocrats
and other professionals.

However, elections
to seven of the 45 di-
rectly elected seats —
five in Poonch district
and two in Sudhnoti dis-
trict — could not be held
due to the law and order
situation. As a result, the

FM Dar, Turkish counterpart
discuss regional

developments in phone call

included PML-N AJK
Women’s Wing Presi-
dent Maryam Kashmiri
of Muzaffarabad,
Women’s Wing Secre-
tary General Nasira
Azeem Khan of Poonch,
Sehrish Qamar of

pected to secure all
three other reserved
seats.  Schedule an-
nounced

Meanwhile, the AJK
Election Commission on
Sunday announced the
schedule for elections to

JI inconveniencing the very
citizens it claims to be protesting

for, says PPP's Saeed Ghani
NEWS DESK: PPP leader
and Sindh Labour Min-
ister Saeed Ghani on
Monday questioned the
Jamaat-i-Islami’s (JI) ra-
tionale for staging sit-
ins against the petro-
leum levy, saying that the
party was inadvertently
inconveniencing the citi-
zens it claimed to be pro-
testing for.

The JI has been
staging sit-ins across
the country since Sun-

no objection.
“But, they choose

those 18 points in
Karachi where Karachi
will get fully blocked,
and then demonstrate
there.

What difference
does it make to Shehbaz
Sharif, to whom you are
making demands?”

Ghani said that by
closing down roads,
demonstrating and in-
conveniencing the

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stan has assumed the
presidency of the
United Nations Con-
ference on Disarma-
ment (CD), the For-
eign Office (FO) an-
nounced on Monday,
with FO spokesperson
Tahir Andrabi to chair
conference meetings.

According to a
statement via FO, the
CD is the world’s
single multilateral fo-
rum for negotiating
disarmament and
arms control treaties.
Based at the United
Nations Office at
Geneva,

it brings together
65 member states, in-
cluding all states pos-
sessing nuclear weap-
ons.

sponding resolution in
the First Committee of
the UN General As-
sembly,” the statement
read.

“Pakistan has ini-
tiated consultations in
its role as President of
the CD.

Today, Ambassa-
dor Tahir Hussain
Andrabi chaired a
meeting of the previ-
ous presidents of the
Conference for the
2026 session and held
consultations with rep-
resentatives of the re-
gional groups.”

The FO added
that the CD and its
predecessor bodies
negotiated some of the
most consequential
agreements in interna-
tional security, includ-

FO added that the
conference’s agenda
included key issues
such as the cessation
of the nuclear arms
race,

the prevention of
nuclear war, and pre-
venting the
weaponisation of outer
space, among other
issues.

The statement
noted that this would
be the conference’s
final presidency for
the 2026 session and
would,

therefore, con-
clude its proceedings
for the year.

“During its presi-
dency, Pakistan will
steer negotiations on
the Annual Report of
the CD and the corre-

Imran's vision almost normal now, Adiala jail
authorities tell Supreme Court

NEWS DESK:
Adiala jail authorities
submitted a report to
the Supreme Court on
Monday, stating that
former prime minister
and PTI founder
Imran Khan’s eye
condition had im-
proved significantly
and his vision was al-
most normal now.

The report was
submitted a day be-
fore the court was set
to commence the
hearing of Imran
Khan’s plea for his
treatment at
Islamabad’s Shifa In-
ternational.

The jailed ex-pre-
mier, who has been in
jail since August 2023,
has been taken to the
Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences
(Pims) in Islamabad
for eye treatment mul-
tiple times after his
eye ailment — right
central retinal vein oc-
clusion (CRVO) —
came to light in late
January.

Meanwhile, the
PTI and the govern-
ment have been en-
gaged in a blame
game, with the latter
accusing the former of
a lack of transparency
in not ensuring appro-
priate treatment for
Imran.

The opposition has
also demanded that the
former premier be
shifted to Shifa Inter-
national Hospital, be
treated in the pres-

ence of his personal
physicians and al-
lowed to meet his fam-
ily.

In the fresh report
submitted before the
SC, the jail authorities
explained that both
Imran and Bushra
were being provided

maintained since his
admission to the jail
and several consult-
ants from different
specialities had visited
the couple for medical
examination.

A record of all vis-
iting consultants’ ex-
aminations and pre-

geon at Alshifa Trust
Eye Hospital in
Rawalpindi.

“Consequently,
significant improve-
ment of his eye has
been noticed, and his
vision returned to al-
most normal,” the re-
port claimed, adding

with adequate
healthcare facilities.
“Their health and well-
being are and have
been of paramount
importance to the jail
administration,” the
report said.

It said that medi-
cal officers visited
Imran thrice a day to
check his meals and
take his vitals, includ-
ing blood pressure,
heart rate, and oxygen
saturation.

It added that
Imran’s medical
records had been

scriptions is available
with the jail administra-
tion and attached to
the report.

It added that when
Imran was diagnosed
with an eye disease,
the jail authorities
sought immediate
medical intervention.
As per the report, he
was treated at Pims
Islamabad by the
hospital’s head of Oph-
thalmology Dr
Muhammad Arif
Khan, and Dr
Nadeem Qureshi, a
Vitreo-Retinal sur-

cussing you out.”
The minister

criticised that the party
justified their methods
by saying that it would
make no difference to the
government until the
people faced difficulty.

“Meaning, if you
want to scold Shehbaz
Sharif, then make the
lives of Karachi’s citi-
zens … only then will he
listen. What rationale is
this?” he said.

day against the levy im-
posed on petroleum
products and other
taxes.

Speaking to the me-
dia in Karachi, Ghani
said the JI’s intentions to
protest over public con-
cerns and to ease their
issues were a “good
thing” to which he had

people, the JI was forc-
ing the same people suf-
fering due to high petrol
prices to use “four more
litres of petrol a day”.

He questioned their
rationale, saying,

“The people you are
talking about making
petrol cheaper for — if
you ask them, they are

'Solution lies in seriousness':
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry tells opposition

offer for talks still on table
NEWS DESK: Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry
told the opposition on
Monday that the
government’s offer for
talks remained on the
table, urging them to
demonstrate serious-
ness.

Speaking on the
floor of the Senate, the
minister said, “The solu-
tion lies in seriousness,”
and called on the oppo-
sition to agree on a time
and venue for negotia-
tions. “On one hand you
are not serious about
talks, and on the other,
you want to derail the
system,” Chaudhry re-
marked. Senator Abdul
Qadir also called for dia-
logue during Senate pro-
ceedings, saying politi-
cal problems could only
be resolved through po-
litical means. He urged
the opposition and gov-
ernment to sit together
and agree on terms of

reference (TORs).
“If you don’t ac-

cept the system, then
you should not accept
the leader of the oppo-
sition seat either,” he
said. Later in the day,
Prime Minister’s Adviser
on Political Affairs Rana
Sanaullah, Law Minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar and
Chaudhry met the oppo-
sition leader in the Na-
tional Assembly,
Mahmood Khan
Achakzai, and the leader
of the opposition in the
Senate, Allama Raja
Nasir Abbas, in the NA
opposition leader’s
chamber. The two sides
discussed the appoint-
ment of the chief election
commissioner,  the
country’s political situ-
ation and mutual politi-
cal matters, according to
a statement issued by
the spokesperson of the
opposition alliance
Tehreek Tahafuz Ayeen-
i-Pakistan (TTAP).

The two sides
agreed to continue the
meetings, the spokes-
person said.

They have been at
odds since the 2024 elec-
tions, after which the
PTI had demanded a ju-
dicial commission to
probe the protests of
May 9, 2023, and No-
vember 26, 2024. The
scope of sticking points
has widened in the fol-
lowing period, including
PTI founder Imran
Khan’s health and re-
lease.

Meanwhile,  the
government has repeat-
edly urged the PTI-led
opposition to engage in
dialogue.

Last year in Decem-
ber, PM Shehbaz had ex-
tended an offer for talks
with the opposition, but
emphasised that dia-
logue between the two
sides could only pro-
ceed on “legitimate mat-
ters”.

that the “medical inter-
ventions and improve-
ment of his vision sug-
gested that the jail ad-
ministration left no
stone unturned in pro-
viding the convicted
prisoner with the best
healthcare facilities
from the top public
sector teaching hospi-
tal of the ICT”.

The report also
stated that meetings
between Imran and
Bushra were held
regularly every Tues-
day and 84 such meet-
ings had been held.

Ghani added that he
would request JI emir
Hafiz Naeemur Rehman
— whom he called an
“educated man” — to
lead demonstrations in
places that would give
the people they were
demonstrating for “sym-
pathy” for the party and
its mission.

38 members elected so
far, representing 84.4 per
cent of the directly
elected membership, will
participate in the re-
served seat elections.

The election sched-
ule was issued by Sec-
retary of the Election
Commission Raja
Muhammad Shakeel un-
der Rule 76(2) of the AJK
Elections Rules, 2020.

According to the
schedule, candidates
will submit their nomina-
tion papers to the Re-
turning Officer in
Muzaffarabad on Aug 20
between 9am and 2pm.

Scrutiny of nomina-
tion papers and publica-
tion of the list of validly
nominated candidates
will take place at 2pm on
the same day. Appeals
against the acceptance
or rejection of nomina-
tion papers can be filed
before the Election Com-
mission on Aug 21 be-
tween 9am and noon.

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Sunday night held a
telephonic conversation
with the Foreign Minis-
ter of Turkiye Hakan
Fidan, discussing recent
regional developments
and reafirming their
commitment to further
strengthening coopera-
tion on matters of mutual
interest, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MoFA)
stated.

According to a post
on X, FM Dar and his
Turkish counterpart
"agreed that dialogue
and diplomacy remain
the

way forward to ad-
dress regional chal-
lenges and promote
peace and stability."

The call came as
Islamabad continues to
engage with regional
and international offi-
cials amid the ongoing
US-Israeli war on Iran,
during which Islamabad
has emerged as a key
mediator.

Last week, FM Dar
met US Chargé
d’Affaires Natalie Baker,

United Kingdom High
Commissioner to Paki-
stan Jane Marriott, Am-
bassador of China Jiang
Zaidong, and Pakistan’s
Ambassador-designate
to Sweden Ahmed
Amjad Ali. During his
meetings with the offi-
cials, the foreign minis-
ter exchanged views re-
garding recent regional
developments.

He stressed that the
implementation of the
Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding,
in letter and spirit, was
the only way forward,
reaffirming Pakistan’s
commitment to regional
peace and security.

FM Dar also held a
joint press briefing with

his Norwegian counter-
part Espen Barth Eide,
with the latter commend-
ing Pakistan's “impor-
tant and constructive
role” during the US-Iran
conflict, including the
leadership and contribu-
tions

of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Dar and
Chief of Defence Forces
Field Marshal Asim
Munir, during delega-
tion-level talks in
Islamabad.

Eide added that
Islamabad had taken on
a “massive task” by of-
fering Islamabad not
only as the venue but
also as the facilitator of
negotiations between
Washington and Tehran.

ing the Biological
Weapons Convention,
the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention and
the Comprehensive
N uclear- Tes t - Ban
Treaty.

“Pakistan’s as-
sumption of the CD
presidency at this criti-
cal juncture reaffirms
the trust placed by the
international commu-
nity in Pakistan’s dip-
lomatic leadership and
its constructive role in
multilateral arms con-
trol and disarmament
diplomacy,” the FO
said.

“It places Pakistan
at the centre of the
global discourse on
arms control, disarma-
ment, and international
peace and security.”


