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Federal Cabinet Approves Defence Forces Act 2026,
NCA Act Amendments

NEWS DESK:

The federal cabinet on Thurs-
day approved the Defence
Forces Act 2026 and amend-
ments to the National Com-
mand Authority Act 2010, with
both draft laws set to be pre-
sented before Parliament for
approval.

SC Returns Govt Review Petition Against Imran
Khan Hospital Transfer Order

WEB DESK:

The Supreme Court on Thursday
returned the federal government’s
review petition challenging its
order to transfer incarcerated PTI
founder Imran Khan to Shifa In-
ternational Hospital.

The petition was returned by
the Supreme Court registrar’s of-
fice because the government had
submitted incomplete paper
books.

The government may now
address the objections and file
the review petition again, accord-
ing to an informed source.

The development comes two
days after a three-member SC
bench ordered authorities to
move Imran Khan from Adiala Jail
to Shifa International Hospital
within two days for medical ex-
amination and treatment by a
multidisciplinary medical board.

The bench, headed by Jus-
tice Shahid Waheed and compris-
ing Justices Naeem Akhtar Af-
ghan and Ishtiaq Ibrahim, also
allowed Imran Khan’s personal
physician and sister to remain in-
volved in his medical care.

The court further directed
authorities to facilitate regular
contact between the incarcerated
PTI founder and his family and
provide his family access to rel-
evant medical records.

Govt challenges SC order
The federal government had

filed the review petition on
Wednesday under Article 188 of
the Constitution, asking the Su-
preme Court to reconsider and
recall its August 18 directive.

The government argued that
the order did not adequately take
into account Rule 197 of the Paki-
stan Prison Rules,

1978, which sets out proce-
dures for transferring prisoners

Armed Terrorists Attack
Saranan Police Station in

Pishin, Disarm Officers and
Flee with Vehicle

to hospitals.
It maintained that permitting

treatment at a private hospital
could create an unequal standard
for prisoners and potentially af-
fect the uniform application of
prison and criminal justice rules.

The government also in-
voked Article 25 of the Constitu-
tion, arguing that all citizens are
entitled to equal treatment under
the law.

PTI demands immediate
implementation

PTI Secretary General
Salman Akram Raja criticised the
government following the return
of the review petition and called
for immediate implementation of
the Supreme Court’s order.

File Photo: Armed Terrorists Attack Saranan Police
Station in PishinQuetta.

Federal Cabinet Approves Defence Forces Act 2026, NCA Act Amendments.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif chaired the cabinet
meeting in Islamabad, accord-
ing to the Prime Minister ’s
Office.

The Defence Forces Act
2026 has been prepared as a
follow-up to changes intro-
duced through the 27th Con-
stitutional Amendment.

The proposed legislation

will establish the administrative
framework for the office of
the Chief of Defence Forces
(CDF) and the Chief of De-
fence Forces Headquarters.

Following cabinet ap-
proval,

the Defence Forces Act
2026 will be tabled before Par-
liament during its ongoing ses-
sion.

He said there was no justifi-
cation for delaying Imran Khan’s
transfer to Shifa International
Hospital and urged authorities to
comply with the court directive.

The PTI also criticised gov-
ernment ministers for publicly
commenting on Imran Khan’s
health and treatment, describing
the remarks as politically moti-
vated and inappropriate.

Govt defends Imran Khan’s
treatment

Information Minister
Attaullah Tarar said Imran Khan
was already receiving medical
care under applicable prison regu-
lations and legal provisions.

He maintained that the gov-
ernment had not politicised the

Amendments to
National Command

Authority Act
The cabinet also approved

amendments to the National
Command Authority Act 2010,
another legislative measure
linked to the 27th Constitutional
Amendment.

The government said the

amendments were necessary
to bring the existing law in line
with the constitutional changes.

The amended National
Command Authority Act 2010
will also be presented before
Parliament for consideration
and approval.

The proposed Defence
Forces Act 2026 is aimed at
providing the legal and admin-

istrative framework for the
newly defined Chief of De-
fence Forces position and re-
lated headquarters arrange-
ments.

The legislation, along with
amendments to the NCA Act,
will now move to Parliament,
where lawmakers will consider
and approve the proposed
changes.

File Photo of  PTI Chairman Imran Ahmed Khan. Asmat Hanafi:

PISHIN: Unidentified armed
terrorists launched a targeted
attack on the Saranan police
station in Balochistan’s Pishin
district, police sources said on
Thursday.

According to initial re-
ports from local sources, the
heavily armed attackers over-
powered the duty personnel on
site, snatched their weapons,
and managed to flee the loca-
tion using an official police
vehicle.

The sudden raid left the
local security administration on
high alert.

Following the incident, a

heavy contingent of police and
Levies forces rushed to the
scene to secure the facility and
cordon off the surrounding
area. Security personnel have
launched a search and strike
operation along key transit
routes across Pishin to trace the
fleeing assailants and recover
the stolen vehicle and arms.

Police authorities have not
yet issued a formal statement
regarding the total extent of ca-
sualties, structural damage, or
the exact sequence of events
during the breach.

No group has officially
claimed responsibility for the
assault so far, and official in-
vestigations into the security
lapse are currently underway.

former prime minister’s health and
said medical treatment would con-
tinue in accordance with estab-
lished rules.

Minister of State for Interior
Tallal Chaudhry also questioned
the demand for treatment at a pri-
vate hospital, arguing that simi-
lar facilities would have implica-
tions for the broader prison sys-
tem.

The latest  development
keeps the dispute over Imran
Khan’s hospital transfer, medical
treatment and prison facilities be-
fore the Supreme Court, with the
government potentially seeking
to refile its review petition after
addressing the registrar’s objec-
tions.
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Balochistan Home Department Completes Landmark Year of
Security, Governance and Criminal Justice Reforms

By Saeed Ahmed:
QUETTA: The  Govern-
ment of Balochistan’s
Home Department has
completed a landmark
year of reforms, intro-
ducing a series of legis-
lative, institutional, and
administrative initiatives
aimed at strengthening
law and order, moderniz-
ing governance, and en-
hancing the province’s
overall security archi-
tecture.

Working under the
vision of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, the
department shifted its
focus beyond routine
administration to long-
term institution building,
technological modern-
ization, and criminal jus-
tice reforms designed to
reinforce the writ of the
State across
Balochistan.

Modern Legal
Reforms

During the past
year, the Home Depart-
ment introduced signifi-
cant legal reforms, in-
cluding amendments to
the Witness Protection
framework, reforms to
the Balochistan Foren-
sic Science Agency law,
legislation enabling
Faceless Courts for
high-risk terrorism
cases, detention centre
regulations, the Safe
City Authority frame-
work, the Balochistan
Prison and Correctional
Service Act 2026, and the
Probation and Parole
Act.

These measures are
intended to establish a
modern and efficient
criminal justice system
capable of addressing
emerging security
threats while improving
transparency and ac-
countability.

Institutions
Brought into
Operation
The department

also focused on translat-

ing legislation into prac-
tical implementation.

The Centre of Excel-
lence on Countering
Violent Extremism was
made fully operational to
support research, policy
formulation, and evi-
dence-based counter-
extremism strategies.

Detention centres
were activated under the
legal framework for the
first  t ime, with the
Quetta facility already
functional and a modern
centre under construc-
tion in Turbat.

Strengthening
Security

Institutions
As part of its insti-

tutional reforms, the
Home Department
operationalized the Pro-
vincial Intelligence Fu-

sion and Threat Assess-
ment Centre (PIFTAC) to
enhance intelligence
sharing and inter-agency
coordination.

The Balochistan In-
tegrated Security Archi-
tecture (BISA) was also
established to improve
coordination among pro-
vincial security institu-
tions.

The Balochistan
Charities Registration
Authority (BCRA) initi-
ated the province-wide
registration and regula-
tion of charities, NGOs,
and religious seminaries
in accordance with appli-
cable laws.

Several specialized
units, including the Red
Notice Cell, Anti-Illegal
Spectrum Cell, Anti-Sub-
version Cell, Anti-Extor-
tion Coordination
Mechanism, and Human

Trafficking Cell, were
also established to
strengthen intelligence-
led policing.

Safe City
Project
Delivers
Results

Technology re-
mained at the centre of
the department’s secu-
rity strategy.

Safe City opera-
tions were reorganized
under a unified provin-
cial framework with en-
hanced insti tutional
oversight,  advanced
surveillance systems,
and digital monitoring
tools.

Officials said the
system has already facili-
tated the recovery of
more than 100 stolen ve-
hicles and assisted in the

arrest of numerous sus-
pects.

Plans are also un-
derway to expand the
Safe City Project to ad-
ditional cities across
Balochistan.

Improved
Protection of

Public
Facilities
For the first time, a

comprehensive Security
of Vulnerable Establish-
ments programme was
implemented through-
out the province.

Security audits
were conducted at gov-
ernment offices, hospi-
tals,

educational institu-
tions, and other sensi-
tive installations, while
more than 1,500 loca-
tions were equipped with

modern CCTV surveil-
lance systems to
strengthen public safety.

Counter-
Terrorism
Capacity
Expanded
The Home Depart-

ment further enhanced
its counter-terrorism ca-
pabilities by establishing
a dedicated drone sur-
veillance unit to support
intelligence gathering,
anti-terror operations,
and anti-narcotics en-
forcement.

Bomb disposal units
were strengthened, while
work continued on intro-
ducing video-link pro-
ceedings and faceless
trials for high-risk terror-
ism cases to ensure the
safety of judges, pros-
ecutors, and witnesses.

Illegal
Foreigners

Repatriation
Plan

One of the largest
administrative opera-
tions undertaken during
the year was the imple-
mentation of the Illegal
Foreigners Repatriation
Plan.

In coordination
with district administra-
tions, Police, Levies,
Special Branch, Frontier
Corps, and other agen-
cies, approximately 1.1
million illegal foreign na-
tionals were repatriated
from Balochistan in an
organized and lawful
manner.

Authorit ies said
the initiative improved
regulatory oversight,
strengthened the rule of

law, and eased pressure
on public resources.

Historic
Anti-Narcotics

Operations
The department

also launched one of the
province’s largest anti-
poppy campaigns.

Using drone tech-
nology, field verifica-
tion, and coordinated
enforcement, thousands
of acres of illegal poppy
cultivation were identi-
fied and destroyed.

Parallel operations
against illegal tobacco
cultivation and trade re-
sulted in record sei-
zures, helping curb tax
evasion and dismantle
illicit markets.

Administrative
Restructuring

Major administra-
tive reforms included the
merger of the Levies
Force into the Police De-
partment and the inte-
gration of Civil Defence
into the Special Branch,
improving institutional
coordination and opera-
tional efficiency.

Towards a
Safer

Balochistan
Officials describe

the past year as the be-
ginning of a broader
transformation in
Balochistan’s security
and governance land-
scape. While acknowl-
edging that significant
challenges remain, the
Home Department be-
lieves the reforms have
laid the foundation for
stronger institutions,
modern policing, im-
proved criminal justice,
and sustainable peace.

The transition from
legislation to institution
building reflects a long-
term vision of creating a
safer, more stable, and
more prosperous
Balochistan through ef-
fective governance,
modern laws, and con-
sistent implementation.

Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm Destroys 7M Fruit
Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

Atta Kakar:
A devastating hail-
storm accompanied by
powerful winds has
caused widespread
destruction across Qila
Saifullah district in
Balochistan, damaging
more than 7 million
fruit trees and affect-
ing nearly 18,000
farmers and landown-
ers.
     The storm struck
on April 18, severely
impacting one of the
province’s most im-
portant horticultural
regions and leaving
thousands of rural
families facing major
economic uncertainty.

The disaster
caused extensive dam-
age to orchards, agri-
cultural land, and sea-
sonal crops, particu-
larly apple, apricot,
and grape farms that
form the backbone of
the local economy.

Farmers say
years of hard work and
investment were
wiped out within min-
utes as hail and strong
winds tore through vil-
lages and farming ar-
eas across the district.

Local growers
have described the
situation as cata-
strophic,

warning that
many families may

struggle to survive fi-
nancially without im-
mediate government
assistance.

Agriculture re-
mains the primary
source of income for

a large portion of Qila
Saifullah’s population,
and the destruction of
fruit orchards is ex-
pected to have long-
term economic conse-
quences for the re-

gion.
Residents and

farming communities
have expressed frus-
tration over delays in
relief and compensa-
tion efforts.

Many affected
farmers claim that of-
ficial assessment and
rehabilitation mea-
sures have been slow
despite the scale of
destruction.

Calls are growing
for the provincial and
federal governments
to announce emer-
gency compensation
packages, interest-free
agricultural loans, and

recovery support for
affected communities.

Farmers and local
representatives are
also demanding resto-
ration of damaged ir-
rigation systems and

the introduction of crop
insurance mechanisms
to help rural commu-
nities recover from cli-
mate-related disas-
ters.

They argue that
without urgent inter-
vention, the crisis
could deepen poverty
and unemployment
across the district.

The Qila Saifullah
hailstorm has once
again highlighted the
vulnerability of
Balochistan’s agricul-
ture sector to extreme
weather events.

Experts warn that
climate-related disas-
ters, including hail-
storms, droughts, and
flash floods, are be-
coming increasingly
frequent in the prov-
ince,

placing additional
pressure on farmers
already struggling with
limited infrastructure
and rising production
costs.

Analysts say
stronger disaster man-
agement systems, cli-
mate-resilient agricul-
tural policies, and
faster

emergency re-
sponse mechanisms
are essential to protect
rural livelihoods and
ensure long-term sta-
bility in Balochistan’s
farming sector.
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Gwadar DC Finds Only 3 of 35 Employees Present
During Surprise Visit to MMD Office

Provincial Minister Noor Muhammad Dummar Orders
Financial Assistance for Patient’s Surgery

Nasirabad Open Court Held to Address Public
Grievances on CM Balochistan’s Directives

Sohbatpur Open Court Held to
Address Public Grievances

on CM Balochistan’s Directives

Gwadar Administration Orders Action Against Encroachments
and Illegal Occupation in New Town Housing Scheme

SangiavI Malaria
Prevention Spray

Campaign
Launched in

Sangiavi  on CM
Balochistan’s

Directives
SANJAVI:  Deputy
Commissioner Ziarat
Abdul Quddus Achakzai
formally inaugurated a
malaria prevention spray
campaign in Tehsil
Sanjavi on the directives
of Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti.

The inauguration
ceremony was super-
vised by District Health
Officer Ziarat Dr. Rafiq
Mastoi.

Lasbela Commissioner
Visits Attock Cement Factory

in Hub, Reviews CSR and
Workers’ Welfare Initiatives

HUB: Commissioner
Lasbela Division Saira
Atta visited the Attock
Cement Factory in
Hub to review its in-

dustrial performance,
production activities,
workers’ safety mea-
sures, and Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) initiatives.

Senior Manager
Shakir Hussain and
Senior Administrative
Officer Colonel
Razaullah welcomed
the commissioner
upon her arrival at the
factory.

The management
briefed Commissioner
Saira Atta on the
factory’s overall per-
formance, production
activities, and various
welfare initiatives be-
ing carried out under
its CSR program.

The commissioner
appreciated the imple-
mentation of health

and safety SOPs for
workers and praised
the factory manage-
ment for its welfare
initiatives under the

CSR program. She
emphasized that in-
dustrial institutions
have an important role
to play in improving
the quality of life and
welfare of local com-
munities.

Commis s ioner
Saira Atta also appre-
ciated the CSR initia-
tives undertaken by
Attock Cement to pro-
vide basic facilities
and support public wel-
fare in the surrounding
areas.

The factory man-
agement has under-
taken several signifi-
cant initiatives in the
fields of health, educa-
tion, community devel-
opment, and workers’
welfare under its CSR
program.

T h e
management’s efforts
to promote workers’
welfare and
strengthen economic

activities in the area
were also described
as encouraging.

The Lasbela Divi-
sion commissioner ex-
pressed hope that the
factory administration
would continue its ef-
forts for the welfare
and development of
the people of Hub.

As part of the on-
going tree plantation
campaign, Commis-
sioner Saira Atta also
planted a sapling
within the factory pre-
mises.

She expressed
hope that Attock Ce-
ment management
would further contrib-
ute to environmental
improvement and sus-
tainable development
in the region.

QUETTA: Provincial
Minister for Commodity
Management Depart-
ment and Chairman
Balochistan Food Au-
thority Haji Noor
Muhammad Dummar
held separate meetings
with delegations from
Ziarat,  Harnai and
Sanjavi at his office in
the Civil Secretariat,
where public issues, lack
of basic facilities, re-
gional needs and other
important matters were
discussed.

The visiting delega-
tions briefed the provin-
cial minister about the
challenges faced by resi-
dents in their respective
areas and requested
practical measures for
resolving various public
issues.

The overall situa-
tion in the areas, devel-
opment needs, welfare
initiatives and difficul-
ties faced by local com-
munities were also dis-
cussed in detail.

During the meet-

ings, a patient also sub-
mitted a request for fi-
nancial assistance to
undergo an operation.

Taking immediate
notice of the request,
Haji Noor Muhammad
Dummar directed the
concerned authorities to
provide financial assis-
tance for the patient’s
surgery expenses.

The provincial min-
ister said that serving

distressed humanity and
providing timely assis-
tance to deserving
people are among his pri-
orities, adding that the
people would not be left
alone during difficult
times.

Haji  Noor
Muhammad Dummar lis-
tened carefully to the
concerns and requests
of the delegations and
assured them that all

possible measures
would be taken to ad-
dress public grievances,
improve basic facilities
and resolve the difficul-
ties faced by people liv-
ing in remote areas.

He said the govern-
ment was taking serious
and practical steps to
serve the people and re-
solve their problems
promptly. He added that
public welfare and the

development of under-
developed areas remain
among the
government’s top priori-
ties.

The provincial min-
ister also directed the
relevant authorities to
take necessary measures
to resolve public-interest
issues.

He said that as a
public representative,
his effort was to address
people’s problems at
their doorstep and pro-
vide maximum relief
within available re-
sources.

The delegations
from Ziarat, Harnai and
Sanjavi thanked Haji
Noor Muhammad
Dummar for listening to
their concerns, issuing
immediate directives and
approving financial as-
sistance for the patient’s
operation.

They appreciated
his public-friendly ap-
proach and efforts to ad-
dress the problems of
local communities.

SOHBATPUR: An open
court was held in
Sohbatpur under the di-
rectives of Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti and Chief
Secretary Shakil Qadir
Khan, in line with the
government’s policy of
ensuring the prompt
resolution of public is-
sues.

The open court was
chaired by Deputy Com-
missioner Sohbatpur
Fareeda Tareen and at-
tended by district
heads, officers and offi-
cials of all relevant gov-
ernment departments. A

several complaints and
instructed them to en-
sure their immediate reso-
lution. Clear directions
were also issued to con-
cerned departments for
addressing other public
issues.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Deputy Commis-
sioner Fareeda Tareen
said the primary objec-
tive of holding the open
court was to strengthen
direct communication
between the public and
administration and pro-
vide citizens with an ef-
fective platform for re-
solving their problems.

NASIRABAD: In accor-
dance with the directives
of Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Khan Bugti, an open
court was held at the
District Assembly Hall in
Nasirabad under the
chairmanship of Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Nasirabad Virender Lal
to hear and resolve pub-
lic grievances.

The open court
aimed to provide citizens
with a direct platform to
present their problems
before the district admin-
istration and ensure
prompt and effective
measures for their reso-
lution.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Virender Lal said
the open court was an
effective public forum
for listening to citizens’
concerns and address-
ing their problems.

He assured partici-
pants that the session
would not conclude
without hearing their

grievances.
He said issues fall-

ing within the jurisdic-
tion of the district admin-
istration would be re-
solved on a priority ba-
sis, while matters be-
yond its authority would
be formally referred to
the relevant higher au-
thorities and depart-
ments to ensure mean-
ingful progress toward
their resolution.

Wing Commander
Colonel Rizwan Tayyab,
Assistant Commis-
sioner Bahadur Khan
Khosa, Tehsildar
Moazzam Ali Jatoi, Ex-
ecutive Engineer Build-
ings, Executive Engineer

WAPDA, District Health
Officer Dr. Ayaz Hussain
Jamali, district adminis-
tration officials, heads of
various departments, re-
ligious scholars, stu-
dents and a large num-
ber of citizens from dif-
ferent walks of life at-
tended the open court.

Citizens submitted
written applications and
verbally raised a wide
range of public issues
before the deputy com-
missioner.  These in-
cluded prolonged delays
in the construction of
the Dera Murad Jamali
bypass road, shortage of
clean drinking water in
Tehsil Tamboo, water

shortages during the
agricultural season and
complaints of illegal wa-
ter theft.

Residents reported
that water was allegedly
being stolen through
unauthorized pipelines
in some areas, affecting
water availability for ag-
riculture and other es-
sential needs.

Other concerns in-
cluded poor sanitation
in urban areas, lack of li-
brary facilities for stu-
dents, alleged illegal oc-
cupations by influential
individuals, inadequate
healthcare facilities in
Tehsil Chhattar, difficul-
ties faced by tube-well-

dependent agricultural
lands due to unan-
nounced power out-
ages, and the need for
effective livestock ser-
vices to treat diseases
affecting animals.

Citizens also called
for measures to curb the
sale of drugs in Dera
Murad Jamali, allocation
of land for a cemetery,
resolution of issues
faced by deserving
women under the
Benazir Income Support
Programme, availability
of essential medicines at
the Divisional Head-
quarters Hospital, pro-
motion of sports activi-
ties and action on sev-
eral other public con-
cerns. Deputy Commis-
sioner Virender Lal lis-
tened to the issues in
detail and issued neces-
sary instructions to the
concerned officials
present at the session
for the immediate reso-
lution of various com-
plaints.

GWADAR: A key meet-
ing regarding illegal en-
croachments and unlaw-
ful occupation in the
New Town Housing
Scheme was held under
the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner
Naqeebullah Kakar,
where complaints and
concerns

raised by the origi-
nal plot owners were re-
viewed in detail.

During the meeting,
the grievances of the
rightful plot owners
were heard, while rel-
evant records,  en-
croachments and issues
concerning illegal occu-

pation were thoroughly
examined. Deputy Com-
missioner Naqeebullah
Kakar directed the con-
cerned

officials to ensure
complete protection of
the rights of the original
plot owners and resolve
all cases transparently
in accordance with the
law, regulations and
available official
records.

The meeting de-
cided that all illegal en-
croachments and unau-
thorized occupations
within the New Town
Housing Scheme would
be removed.

After completion of
all legal requirements,
the plots would be
handed over to their
original and rightful
owners.

The deputy com-
missioner also directed
the relevant depart-
ments to strengthen co-
ordination and expedite
the process to ensure ef-
fective implementation
of the decision.

Naqeebullah Kakar
said that illegal occupa-
tion and encroachment
on public or private land
would not be tolerated
under any circum-
stances.

He emphasized that
protecting the legitimate
rights of citizens remains
among the top priorities
of the district administra-
tion.

He further in-
structed officials to en-
sure transparency, merit
and strict compliance
with legal requirements
while addressing public
complaints and resolv-
ing land-related dis-
putes.

The meeting was
attended by PD New
Town and ADC General
Dr. Abdul Shakoor,

Assistant Commis-
sioner Ormara Dr. Mah

Noor Barkat, Naib
Tehsildar Aurangzeb
Hafeez, Naib Tehsildar
Momin Nazar, Naib
Tehsildar Mutiullah,
New Town Housing
Scheme representative
Doda Baloch and other
concerned officials.

The district admin-
istration reiterated its
commitment to using all
available resources to
ensure timely resolution
of citizens’

complaints, protec-
tion of their legal rights
and elimination of illegal
encroachments and oc-
cupations on public and
private land.

quirements of public ser-
vice.

Fareeda Tareen as-
sured the applicants
that all legitimate issues
raised during the open
court  would be ad-
dressed through the rel-
evant departments and
that progress on the
complaints would also
be monitored.

She emphasized
that open courts are an
important means of
strengthening communi-
cation between the ad-
ministration and citi-
zens.

Through this plat-

large number of citizens
from across the district
participated and pre-
sented their problems to
the deputy commis-
sioner and concerned
officials both verbally
and through written ap-
plications.

Citizens raised is-
sues related to educa-
tion, law and order, irri-
gation, drinking water,
electricity, revenue mat-
ters, roads, sanitation,
drainage and other basic
public services.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Fareeda Tareen
listened to the com-
plaints and concerns of
the applicants with pa-
tience and attention.

She issued on-the-
spot directives to the rel-
evant officials regarding

She said the district
administration was al-
ways available to serve
the people and that no
citizen would be sub-
jected to unnecessary
difficulties in seeking
resolution of a legitimate
issue.

The deputy com-
missioner directed the
concerned officers not
to limit  public com-
plaints to paperwork but
to take practical mea-
sures for their resolution
and ensure timely relief
for applicants.

She said the Gov-
ernment of Balochistan
had a clear policy of re-
solving public griev-
ances on a priority ba-
sis and aligning the per-
formance of government
institutions with the re-

form, public grievances
are brought directly be-
fore authorities, while
concerned officials also
get an opportunity to
assess the nature and se-
riousness of issues first-
hand.

The deputy com-
missioner urged citizens
to bring their genuine
problems before the ad-
ministration and cooper-
ate with the district au-
thorities so that maxi-
mum public issues could
be resolved within avail-
able resources.

At the conclusion
of the open court, the
applicants appreciated
the district administra-
tion for hearing their
concerns and issuing
immediate directives on
several complaints.

GWADAR:  Deputy
Commissioner Gwadar
Naqeebullah Kakar
conducted a surprise
inspection of the MMD
office as part of the
district administration’s
ongoing efforts to
strengthen discipline,
transparency, account-
ability and public ser-
vice delivery in govern-
ment institutions.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner General
Dr. Abdul Shakoor ac-
companied the deputy
commissioner during
the inspection.

During the visit,
the deputy commis-
sioner reviewed the at-
tendance of officers
and employees, official
affairs, records and
overall administrative
arrangements at the of-

fice.  The concerned
officer was also not
present at the time of
inspection.

During the atten-
dance check, only 3
out of 35 employees
were found present.

The deputy com-
missioner also exam-
ined the attendance
record and expressed
serious concern over
the absence of an ac-
tive attendance regis-
ter.

Naqeebullah Kakar
emphasized that timely
attendance and proper
performance of official
duties cannot be ig-
nored in government
offices, as the perfor-
mance of public insti-
tutions is directly
linked to the quality and
timely delivery of ser-

vices to citizens.
The deputy com-

missioner also in-
spected the infrastruc-
ture of the MMD and
reviewed the machin-
ery and other resources
available at the institu-
tion.  He expressed
concern over the dete-
riorated condition of the
machinery and the
overall situation of the
organization, stressing
the need for effective
reforms and adminis-
trative improvements in
the MMD system.

Naqeebullah Kakar
said that institutional
functionality, employee
attendance, effective
utilization of govern-
ment resources and
public service delivery
are among the top pri-
orities of the district

administration.
He said practical

measures would be
taken to improve the
performance of MMD
and other government
departments, make
government machinery
functional and further
enhance the quality of
public services.

The deputy com-
missioner sought com-
plete records and de-
tails regarding MMD
employees, atten-
dance, machinery, as-
sets and other admin-
istrative matters and
directed the concerned
authorities to ensure a
transparent review of
all affairs.

He made it clear
that employees found
absent without permis-
sion would face strict

legal and departmental
action in accordance
with rules and regula-
tions.

He further stated
that negligence or care-
lessness in the perfor-
mance of official duties
would not be tolerated
under any circum-
stances.

The surprise in-
spection by Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Naqeebullah Kakar has
been described as an
important step by the
district administration
toward strengthening
accountability, disci-
pline, transparency and
institutional perfor-
mance in government
departments, with the
objective of ensuring
better and timely ser-
vices for the people.
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PM Shehbaz once again extends olive branch to op-
position for economic, democratic stability

Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) Dar reiterates Pakistan's
support for Syria's sovereignty, territorial integrity

5 terrorists killed in intelligence-based operation in
Balochistan's Panjgur

PTA, Google to collaborate on
strengthening children's online safety

NEWS DESK: The Pa-
kistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA) and
Google on Thursday
signed a memorandum
of understanding
(MoU) to strengthen
children’s online safety.

A press release is-
sued by the authority
said the agreement was
aimed at strengthening
awareness, digital safety
and responsible use of
online platforms among

and local languages,
conducting training
programmes in educa-
tional institutions and
supporting a nationwide
outreach campaign to
connect millions of fami-
lies with localised online
safety resources and tu-
torials,” it said.

The statement said
that on the occasion,
PTA Chairman (retd)
Maj Gen Hafeezur
Rehman highlighted the

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday once again
invited the opposition to
sit with the government
for constructive dia-
logue, saying that politi-
cal matters should be re-
solved through talks to
further strengthen
Pakistan’s economy and
democracy.

“I once again invite
the opposition to come
and sit together. Matters
should be resolved
through dialogue so that
Pakistan’s economy and
democracy can be fur-
ther strengthened,” he
said, adding that it was
now up to the opposi-
tion to decide how soon
it was ready for con-
structive engagement.

The government
had last extended a simi-
lar invitation to the op-
position in June, calling
for constructive dia-
logue and a “charter of
democracy” to
strengthen the
country’s economy and
democratic system. He
had also repeatedly of-
fered talks during his
government’s tenure.
The call came two days
after the Supreme Court
ordered the federal gov-
ernment to shift incar-
cerated Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf founder
Imran Khan to a private
hospital. Government
ministers objected to the
order and had since filed
a review petition in the
SC.

Chairing a meeting
of the federal cabinet
today, the prime minister
said the government had
always been ready for
dialogue, and he had re-

peatedly expressed this
position on the floor of
the National Assembly
as well as before the cabi-
net.

The prime minister
also welcomed the reduc-
tion of Rs 32 per litre in
the price of diesel, and
said the achievement
was particularly signifi-
cant in view of the diffi-
cult situation prevailing

different countries had
been closed.

“The region is pass-
ing through a difficult
time, and Pakistan, being
a net importer of energy,
is specifically affected
by the situation,” he
said.

The prime minister
recalled that following
the outbreak of the con-
flict, the federal govern-

sures were gradually
producing results and
needed to be sustained
so that economic condi-
tions could return to
normal.

Referring to the
launch of an application
for retailers, he said the
initiative was done in
consultation with the
trading community. He
directed the Federal

in the Gulf region and
disruptions to global oil
supplies.

He appreciated the
efforts of the Ministry of
Petroleum and its team in
securing the reduction,
noting that Pakistan was
a net energy importer
and was therefore par-
ticularly vulnerable to
disruptions in interna-
tional energy supplies.

Referring to the
prevailing situation in
the Gulf and around the
Strait of Hormuz, he said
oil supplies had been
severely disrupted,
while a number of refin-
eries and gas plants in

ment had arranged Rs128
billion to help control oil
prices, while the prov-
inces had subsequently
also contributed to-
wards efforts to provide
relief.

He expressed hope
that the regional situa-
tion would improve in
the coming weeks and
said Pakistan would con-
tinue playing its role in
efforts aimed at reducing
tensions and ensuring
stability.

The prime minister
also highlighted recent
positive developments
in the economy, saying
the government’s mea-

NA passes bills related to military, nuclear command
structure as Bilawal objects, opposition walks out

NEWS DESK: The Na-
tional Assembly on
Thursday passed two
bills pertaining to the
military and nuclear
command structure in a
session that saw the op-
position staging a walk-
out and the PPP — an
ally of the ruling PML-N
— objecting to the man-
ner in which the legisla-
tion was presented.

Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif presented
the two bills — the De-
fence Forces of Pakistan
Act,  2026 and the
amended National Com-
mand Authority Act,
2010 — while the oppo-
sition walked out.

Meanwhile,  PPP
Chairperson Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari raised
objections to the way in
which the bills were pre-
sented; however, the
party lawmakers later
voted in favour of the
bills. Bilawal, speaking
on the floor of the NA,
lashed out at the govern-
ment for not taking rul-
ing allies on board while
making legislation.
Bilawal said he sup-
ported the bills but not
the way they were pre-
sented. “I personally
apologise for what is
happening to you,” he
said, referring to the
prime minister, and “rul-
ing allies and the oppo-
sition”. “The legislation
is not controversial, but
why is such legislation
being made controver-
sially?” he asked.

The bills were not
on the NA’s agenda for
today. Earlier in the day,
they were approved by
the federal cabinet meet-
ing, which was chaired

by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

The premier was
also in the NA when the
bills were presented and
left after the NA’s ap-
proval for the legislation.

The session was
adjourned till 11am on
Friday.

A statement issued

The 27th Constitu-
tional Amendment, en-
acted in November last
year, fundamentally al-
tered Pakistan’s higher
defence architecture by
abolishing the office of
the Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Commit-
tee and creating the new
position of chief of de-

country’s first CNSC.
Following his ap-

pointment, amendments
in the National Com-
mand Authority Act,
2010, which still reflects
the pre-27th Amend-
ment military hierarchy,
are needed.

Defence Forces of
Pakistan Act, 2026

by the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) after the
federal cabinet meeting
said the bills had been
prepared in continuation
of the tweaks made to
the Constitution under
the 27th Amendment.

The Defence
Forces Act, it said, “aims
to determine the relevant
administrative matters
regarding the office of
the Chief of Defence
Forces and the Chief of
Defence Forces Head-
quarters”.

Meanwhile,  the
amendments to the Na-
tional Command Author-
ity Act were described
as “a necessary pro-
cess” following the 27th
Constitutional Amend-
ment.

fence forces, concur-
rently held by the chief
of army staff.

Field Marshal Asim
Munir became the
country’s first chief of
defence forces follow-
ing the constitutional
changes.

The Amendment
also resulted in the cre-
ation of the Commander
of the National Strategic
Command (CNSC) post,
a four-star office that
oversees the operational
integration of Pakistan’s
strategic forces.

Last month, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
had promoted Gen Syed
Aamer Raza from the
rank of lieutenant gen-
eral and simultaneously
appointed him as the

the country.
“The collaboration

reflects the PTA and
Google’s shared commit-
ment to empowering par-
ents and teachers, en-
hancing digital aware-
ness,  and creating a
safer and more secure
online environment,” the
statement concluded.

The development
comes after the US-
based technology giant
on Tuesday inaugurated

children, parents, teach-
ers and caregivers
across Pakistan. It said
they would collaborate
on a child safety
programme focused on
“awareness, education
and capacity-building,
equipping parents and
teachers with practical
tools and resources to
help children navigate
the digital world safely”.

“Key initiatives in-
clude developing aware-
ness content in English

“importance of collec-
tive efforts and stake-
holder collaboration to
protect children in an in-
creasingly digital envi-
ronment”. Dr Khawar
Siddique, a member of
authority’s compliance
and enforcement team,
emphasised the “impor-
tance of promoting digi-
tal literacy and respon-
sible use of online plat-
forms to promote a safer
digital environment for
children and families” in

Pakistan protests US envoy's
Kashmir remarks

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
on Wednesday sum-
moned the US Charge
d'Affaires in Islamabad
and lodged a strong dip-
lomatic protest over re-
marks by US ambassa-
dor to India Sergio Gor,
who described Jammu
and Kashmir as an "im-
portant part of India"
during his maiden visit
to Srinagar.

The Foreign Office
said the US diplomat was
summoned over what
Islamabad termed "fac-
tually incorrect remarks"
regarding the status of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Pakistan "strongly
condemned and cat-
egorically rejected" the
characterization of
Jammu and Kashmir as a
part of India, reiterating
that the territory was an
internationally recog-
nized disputed territory

whose final disposition
remained to be deter-
mined in accordance
with relevant UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions
and the aspirations of
the Kashmiri people.

The demarche came
hours after Gor, who is
also US President
Donald Trump's Special
Envoy for South and
Central Asian Affairs,
visited Srinagar on the
first leg of a two-day trip
to the Indian illegally-
Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh.

During his meeting
with IIOJK Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah in
Srinagar, Gor described
Kashmir as an "impor-
tant part of India", while
praising what he called
improvements in the se-
curity situation in the
region. He also indicated
that Washington could

review its travel advisory
for the territory.

"I am here, visiting
for the first time. It is an
incredibly beautiful
place," Gor said while
speaking to reporters af-
ter meeting Abdullah,
adding that Kashmir was
an important part of In-
dia.

 The visit was sig-
nificant as it marked
Gor's first trip to IIOJK
since taking office and
came after years of
heightened tensions
surrounding the dis-
puted territory. Indian
media described it as the
first visit by a serving
US ambassador to the
region since the 2019
constitutional changes
that ended Jammu and
Kashmir's special status.

Gor's visit also fol-
lowed the April 2025
Pahalgam attack.

In the draft of the
Defence Forces of Paki-
stan Act, 2026, a copy of
which is available with
Dawn, it was stated that
the bill was designed to
introduce provisions to
give effect to the chief
of the defence forces’s
role as the commander of
the armed forces.

“And to ensure
multidomain integration,
restructuring and opti-
mum jointness of the
Armed Forces,” the draft
read.

According to the
draft, the proposed act
will enable the establish-
ment of the Defence
Forces Headquarters,
which shall serve as the
headquarters of the
Armed Forces.

its local office in Paki-
stan, nearly four years
after it first registered in
Pakistan, describing the
development as a “big
milestone” in its engage-
ment with the country.

On Wednesday,
Minister of State for In-
terior Tallal Chaudhry
held a meeting with a del-
egation from Google and
called for enhanced co-
operation to promote a
safe and peaceful digital
environment.

NEWS DESK: Security
forces killed five terror-
ists during an intelli-
gence-based operation
(IBO) in the Killi Suran
area of Panjgur under
Operation Raddul Fitna
3, it emerged on Thurs-
day.

Security forces said
that intelligence was re-
ceived regarding the
movement of terrorists
planning an attack. They
said that five terrorists
were killed in the incident
while several others
were wounded.

Security forces also
said that a large quantity
of weapons, ammunition
and equipment was re-
covered from the terror-
ists. They added that the
killed terrorists were in-
volved in robbery, extor-
tion, kidnapping for ran-
som, targeted killings
and attacks in Panjgur
and surrounding areas.

Security forces said
operations under Opera-
tion Raddul Fitna 3
would continue as part

of efforts to eliminate
militant threats and re-
store security in the re-
gion.

Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi com-
mended security forces
for thwarting the “nefari-
ous designs” of the ter-
rorists affiliated with

based terrorist groups
as Fitna-al-Hindustan to
highlight India’s alleged
role in terrorism and
destabilisation across
Pakistan.

“The successful
operations of the secu-
rity forces against en-
emies of peace in

Board of Revenue (FBR)
not to unnecessarily in-
convenience traders,
noting that the business
community had reached
consensus on the mat-
ter.

The prime minister
also congratulated the
Ministry of IT and Tele-
communications and its
team on an 18 per cent
increase in IT exports in
July 2026, saying the
growth was a positive
development for the
country’s digital
economy. He further
welcomed the establish-
ment of a Google office
in Pakistan.

NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Thursday reaffirmed
Pakistan’s support for
Syria’s “sovereignty,
unity, and territorial in-
tegrity,” the Foreign Of-
fice (FO) said.

DPM Dar made the
remarks during delega-
tion-level talks with Syr-
ian Foreign Minister
Asaad Hassan al-
Shaibani, who arrived in
Islamabad early on
Thursday on an official
visit on Dar’s invitation.

FO said that during
delegation-level talks,
DPM Dar reaffirmed
Pakistan’s support for
Syria’s sovereignty.

The remarks came
after an Israeli attack on
an airbase in Syria a day
prior.

During the talks, the
two sides reaffirmed
“longstanding brotherly
ties”, expanding bilat-
eral cooperation and ex-
changed views on “re-
gional and international
developments, includ-
ing Palestine, the Golan
Heights, Afghanistan,
the situation in South
Asia, and developments
in the Middle East,” FO
said.

Al-Shaibani also
welcomed the signing of

the Makkah Joint De-
fence Agreement, laud-
ing Pakistan’s role in re-
gional peace and stabil-
ity, particularly in the US-
Israeli war on Iran.

“Both sides reaf-
firmed their commitment
to continued engage-
ment and cooperation for
peace, stability, and
prosperity in the region
and beyond.”

Earlier in the day,
DPM Dar and his Syrian
counterpart held a re-
stricted meeting, during
which the two leaders
reiterated their commit-
ment to “brotherly ties,”
discussed avenues to
expand bilateral coop-
eration and held “in-

depth” discussions on
regional developments.

Earlier,  the FO
shared pictures of the
visiting minister arriving
in Islamabad on X.

“Upon arrival, the
distinguished guest was
received by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs’ addi-
tional secretary (Middle
East),” it said.

The visit comes as
Syria’s transitional lead-
ership pursues regional
and international en-
gagement following the
overthrow of Bashar al-
Assad in 2024.

A day earlier, the FO
said the two sides would
hold in-depth discus-
sions across the entire

spectrum of bilateral re-
lations, review avenues
for further enhancing bi-
lateral cooperation, and
exchange views on re-
gional and international
developments.

It also said the visit
would mark an important
step towards further en-
hancing bilateral rela-
tions and cooperation
between Pakistan and
Syria.

The visit is the first
by a Syrian foreign min-
ister since Walid al-
Mouallem travelled to
Pakistan in May 2007
and the first since the
change of government
in Damascus.

The visit also

comes after Pakistan on
Wednesday strongly
condemned an “unpro-
voked” attack carried
out by Israel on an
airbase in Syria, saying
such acts had the poten-
tial to “further under-
mine regional peace and
stability”.

Syria’s state-run
Ekhbariya television,
citing a military source,
said on Tuesday that Is-
rael carried out eight
airstrikes on the runway
and storage facilities at
the Abu al-Duhur base
near Aleppo in north-
west Syria.

A separate military
source and a civilian
who lives near the base
said there were no casu-
alties.

“Such provocative
actions constitute a fla-
grant violation of inter-
national law and have
the potential to further
undermine regional
peace and stability,” the
FO said.

“Pakistan ex-
presses its unwavering
solidarity with the broth-
erly people of Syria, and
reiterates its full support
for the sovereignty and
territorial integrity as
well as peace and pros-
perity of the Syrian Arab
Republic.”

Fitna-al-Hindustan, ac-
cording to a statement
issued by his ministry.

The state has des-
ignated Balochistan-

Balochistan are com-
mendable,” the state-
ment quoted Naqvi as
saying.

He added that the

nation stood united
against terrorism and in
solidarity with the secu-
rity forces.

Thursday’s opera-
tions are the latest in a
string of actions being
taken as Balochistan
continues to grapple
with security challenges.

On Tuesday, more
than nine terrorists were
killed in an IBO in Ziarat,
Harnai and Surab under
Operation Raddul Fitna

3. On Monday, two ter-
rorists were killed and
three others were injured
in an IBO in the Killi Zaik
area of Balochistan.

According to the
Pakistan Institute for
Conflict and Security
Studies’ (PICSS)
monthly security as-
sessment released on
July 31, the security situ-
ation deteriorated most
significantly in
Balochistan in the coun-
try last month.

The overall death
toll increased by 241pc
in Balochistan, from 109
in June to 372 in July, the
report said.

Security personnel
deaths in Balochistan
increased from six in
June to 62 in July, repre-
senting a rise of 933pc.
Terrorist deaths rose
from 75 to 238, while ci-
vilian deaths increased
by 93pc, from 28 to 54.
Eighteen members of
peace committees were
also killed in the prov-
ince.


