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NEWS DESK:

Iranian President’s Office
Deputy for Communications
and Information Dissemination
Seyyed Mehdi Tabatabaei on
Tuesday described Chief of
Defence Forces and Chief of
Army Staff Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir’s visit to Iran
as “highly fruitful”, saying it
produced “highly valuable dip-
lomatic achievements”.

In a post on X, Tabatabaei
dismissed “inaccurate media
speculation” about the visit,
saying its results would “soon
become apparent”.

“Contrary to some inaccu-
rate media speculation, the visit
of Field Marshal Asim Munir,
commander of the army of
friendly Pakistan, to Iran was
highly fruitful and yielded
highly valuable diplomatic
achievements,” he said.

Earlier today, Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi said that
“significant progress” had
been made in talks with Ira-
nian President Masoud
Pezeshkian to end the conflict
in the region during his recent
visit to Tehran alongside CDF
Field Marshal Asim Munir.

“Significant progress was
made, and the meeting con-
cluded on a highly positive
note. We remain hopeful that
this momentum will help pave
the way for further progress
and lasting peace in the re-
gion,” Naqvi said in a post on
X.

The statement came after
CDF Munir and Naqvi con-
cluded their day-long visit to
Tehran on Monday, where they
pushed for breaking the stale-
mate in the ongoing US-Iran
conflict, reopening the Strait of
Hormuz and finding a negoti-
ated settlement to end the con-

Chief of Defense Force (CDF), Field Marshal, Syed Asim Munir in Tehran

Two Associates of Former
Afghan Commander Reportedly

Killed in Quetta Shooting

STAFF REPORTER:

QUETTA: Two close asso-
ciates of Basir Achakzai, a
former commander of
Afghanistan’s previous demo-
cratic government, were killed
when unidentified armed men
opened fire near Sheikh Zayed
Hospital in Quetta, police said.

According to the police
statement, the incident took
place in the vicinity of Sheikh
Zayed Hospital, where the two
men came under attack by uni-
dentified assailants.

Police said both victims
sustained critical gunshot
wounds and died in the inci-
dent.

Their bodies were shifted
for legal and medico-legal pro-

cedures.
The motive behind the

shooting was not immediately
known. Police and other law-
enforcement agencies reached
the area following the incident
and launched an investigation.

Authorities are examining
the circumstances surrounding
the attack and collecting evi-
dence to determine the identi-
ties and whereabouts of the at-
tackers.

The incident has raised
concerns over the security situ-
ation in Quetta, where sporadic
incidents of violence and tar-
geted attacks have been re-
ported in recent months.

Further details, including
the identities of the deceased
and any arrests, were not im-
mediately available.
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Balochistan Revenue Authority (BRA) has completed the appointment of 19 offic-
ers through the Higher Education Commission (HEC). Photo DGPR

flict and wider regional insta-
bility.

During their meeting with
Pezeshkian, Naqvi said he and
CDF Munir had a “very posi-
tive and productive” discussion
with the Iranian president.

“Our discussion focused
on the US-Iran conflict, ten-
sions in the Middle East and
the way forward, as well as
the steps needed by both sides
for restoration of the
Islamabad MoU thereby lead-

ing to comprehensive settle-
ment of the conflict,” he said.

Naqvi further said the Ira-
nian president had candidly
shared his government’s per-
spective and concerns, adding
that they had a “very construc-
tive exchange” on the issues
involved.

The statement by the In-
ter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) provided the first de-
tailed official account of CDF
Munir's high-level engage-

ments in Tehran amid
Pakistan's renewed diplomatic
efforts to revive dialogue be-
tween Washington and Tehran.

According to ISPR, CDF
Munir and Naqvi held "com-
prehensive discussions" with
Iran's top political and security
leadership on measures to pre-
vent further escalation, reopen
the strategic Strait of Hormuz
and bring about an "expedited
termination" of the conflict.

The Pakistani military said

the two sides also exchanged
views on regional peace and
explored ways to reach a ne-
gotiated settlement to the dis-
putes.

"The visit was part of
Pakistan's diplomatic efforts to
end the stalemate in the ongo-
ing US-Iran conflict and ex-
plore ways for achieving en-
during peace and a permanent
end to instability in the region,"
ISPR said in a statement is-
sued at the conclusion of the

daylong trip.
He held separate meetings

with Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, Mohsen Rezaei,
the representative of Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei on the Supreme Na-
tional Security Council, Parlia-
ment Speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf, Foreign Min-
ister Abbas Araghchi and In-
terior Minister Eskandar
Momeni.

The Iranian leadership, ac-
cording to ISPR, appreciated
Pakistan's "constructive role
and sincere efforts" to facili-
tate dialogue, de-escalation and
a peaceful resolution of the
conflict.

The conflict between Iran
and the US that began on Feb-
ruary 28 has remained unre-
solved despite repeated diplo-
matic efforts by several re-
gional powers, including Paki-
stan.

A MoU signed by Wash-
ington and Tehran on June 17
had envisaged further negotia-
tions towards a permanent
settlement, but renewed hos-
tilities subsequently stalled the
process.

A major sticking point has
been the Strait of Hormuz, a
vital global energy route that
has remained at the centre of
the confrontation. Iran’s re-
strictions on shipping and the
US naval blockade have com-
plicated efforts to resume ne-
gotiations, with Pakistan, Qatar
and Oman stepping up diplo-
matic contacts to break the
deadlock.

Islamabad has argued that
resolving the Hormuz standoff
could create conditions for the
resumption of the broader Iran-
US dialogue and has continued
efforts to bring the two sides
back to the framework of
talks.

QASEEM SHAH:

QUETTA: The Balochistan Rev-
enue Authority (BRA) has com-
pleted the appointment of 19 of-
ficers through the Higher Educa-
tion Commission (HEC) on the
basis of merit, with Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti congratulat-
ing the newly selected officers
and handing over their appoint-
ment letters.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Chief Minister Bugti said the en-
tire recruitment process was con-
ducted transparently and without
political or executive interference.
He highlighted that no candidate
from his own constituency, Dera
Bugti, was selected, which he said
demonstrated that merit was not
compromised at any stage.

“I had promised the people
of Balochistan from day one that
no job would be sold,” the chief
minister said, adding that more
than 14,500 teachers had also
been recruited on merit in the Edu-
cation Department.

Bugti praised Provincial Fi-
nance Minister Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani, BRA Chairperson
Abdullah Khan Noorzai and their
teams for ensuring complete
transparency and meritocracy in
the recruitment process.

The chief minister said the
Balochistan Revenue Authority
(BRA) has a critical role in
strengthening the province’s
economy and improving its finan-
cial sustainability.

He noted that a significant
portion of provincial resources is
currently consumed by non-de-
velopmental expenditures, leav-
ing limited funds for public wel-
fare and development.

He expressed hope that the
Revenue Authority would gener-
ate sufficient resources to at least
reduce the burden of non-devel-
opment expenditure, allowing
more public funds to be directed
towards the welfare of ordinary
citizens.

Addressing the newly ap-
pointed officers, Bugti urged
them to perform their duties with
honesty, dedication and profes-
sionalism. He said improving rev-
enue collection and achieving the
targets set for the next financial
year would be their first major test.

The chief minister also
stressed the importance of
meritocracy, institutional reform
and youth empowerment, saying
that expanding merit-based op-
portunities was essential to re-
ducing the gap between young
people and the state.

“Pakistan is our identity, and
the state must remain our priority
while performing our duties,”
Bugti said, expressing confidence
that Balochistan would achieve
economic stability and stand on
its own feet.

He further said the provin-

cial government would work to
transform the Balochistan Rev-
enue Authority into a model in-
stitution. Bugti also welcomed the
selection of talented women of-
ficers on merit, describing their
inclusion as a positive develop-
ment for the province’s public
sector.

The chief minister called
upon the newly appointed offic-
ers to demonstrate unconditional
commitment to the state and work
collectively to achieve the BRA’s
institutional and revenue-genera-
tion targets.
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Balochistan Home Department Completes Landmark Year of
Security, Governance and Criminal Justice Reforms

By Saeed Ahmed:
QUETTA: The  Govern-
ment of Balochistan’s
Home Department has
completed a landmark
year of reforms, intro-
ducing a series of legis-
lative, institutional, and
administrative initiatives
aimed at strengthening
law and order, moderniz-
ing governance, and en-
hancing the province’s
overall security archi-
tecture.

Working under the
vision of Chief Minister
Mir Sarfraz Bugti, the
department shifted its
focus beyond routine
administration to long-
term institution building,
technological modern-
ization, and criminal jus-
tice reforms designed to
reinforce the writ of the
State across
Balochistan.

Modern Legal
Reforms

During the past
year, the Home Depart-
ment introduced signifi-
cant legal reforms, in-
cluding amendments to
the Witness Protection
framework, reforms to
the Balochistan Foren-
sic Science Agency law,
legislation enabling
Faceless Courts for
high-risk terrorism
cases, detention centre
regulations, the Safe
City Authority frame-
work, the Balochistan
Prison and Correctional
Service Act 2026, and the
Probation and Parole
Act.

These measures are
intended to establish a
modern and efficient
criminal justice system
capable of addressing
emerging security
threats while improving
transparency and ac-
countability.

Institutions
Brought into
Operation
The department

also focused on translat-

ing legislation into prac-
tical implementation.

The Centre of Excel-
lence on Countering
Violent Extremism was
made fully operational to
support research, policy
formulation, and evi-
dence-based counter-
extremism strategies.

Detention centres
were activated under the
legal framework for the
first  t ime, with the
Quetta facility already
functional and a modern
centre under construc-
tion in Turbat.

Strengthening
Security

Institutions
As part of its insti-

tutional reforms, the
Home Department
operationalized the Pro-
vincial Intelligence Fu-

sion and Threat Assess-
ment Centre (PIFTAC) to
enhance intelligence
sharing and inter-agency
coordination.

The Balochistan In-
tegrated Security Archi-
tecture (BISA) was also
established to improve
coordination among pro-
vincial security institu-
tions.

The Balochistan
Charities Registration
Authority (BCRA) initi-
ated the province-wide
registration and regula-
tion of charities, NGOs,
and religious seminaries
in accordance with appli-
cable laws.

Several specialized
units, including the Red
Notice Cell, Anti-Illegal
Spectrum Cell, Anti-Sub-
version Cell, Anti-Extor-
tion Coordination
Mechanism, and Human

Trafficking Cell, were
also established to
strengthen intelligence-
led policing.

Safe City
Project
Delivers
Results

Technology re-
mained at the centre of
the department’s secu-
rity strategy.

Safe City opera-
tions were reorganized
under a unified provin-
cial framework with en-
hanced insti tutional
oversight,  advanced
surveillance systems,
and digital monitoring
tools.

Officials said the
system has already facili-
tated the recovery of
more than 100 stolen ve-
hicles and assisted in the

arrest of numerous sus-
pects.

Plans are also un-
derway to expand the
Safe City Project to ad-
ditional cities across
Balochistan.

Improved
Protection of

Public
Facilities
For the first time, a

comprehensive Security
of Vulnerable Establish-
ments programme was
implemented through-
out the province.

Security audits
were conducted at gov-
ernment offices, hospi-
tals,

educational institu-
tions, and other sensi-
tive installations, while
more than 1,500 loca-
tions were equipped with

modern CCTV surveil-
lance systems to
strengthen public safety.

Counter-
Terrorism
Capacity
Expanded
The Home Depart-

ment further enhanced
its counter-terrorism ca-
pabilities by establishing
a dedicated drone sur-
veillance unit to support
intelligence gathering,
anti-terror operations,
and anti-narcotics en-
forcement.

Bomb disposal units
were strengthened, while
work continued on intro-
ducing video-link pro-
ceedings and faceless
trials for high-risk terror-
ism cases to ensure the
safety of judges, pros-
ecutors, and witnesses.

Illegal
Foreigners

Repatriation
Plan

One of the largest
administrative opera-
tions undertaken during
the year was the imple-
mentation of the Illegal
Foreigners Repatriation
Plan.

In coordination
with district administra-
tions, Police, Levies,
Special Branch, Frontier
Corps, and other agen-
cies, approximately 1.1
million illegal foreign na-
tionals were repatriated
from Balochistan in an
organized and lawful
manner.

Authorit ies said
the initiative improved
regulatory oversight,
strengthened the rule of

law, and eased pressure
on public resources.

Historic
Anti-Narcotics

Operations
The department

also launched one of the
province’s largest anti-
poppy campaigns.

Using drone tech-
nology, field verifica-
tion, and coordinated
enforcement, thousands
of acres of illegal poppy
cultivation were identi-
fied and destroyed.

Parallel operations
against illegal tobacco
cultivation and trade re-
sulted in record sei-
zures, helping curb tax
evasion and dismantle
illicit markets.

Administrative
Restructuring

Major administra-
tive reforms included the
merger of the Levies
Force into the Police De-
partment and the inte-
gration of Civil Defence
into the Special Branch,
improving institutional
coordination and opera-
tional efficiency.

Towards a
Safer

Balochistan
Officials describe

the past year as the be-
ginning of a broader
transformation in
Balochistan’s security
and governance land-
scape. While acknowl-
edging that significant
challenges remain, the
Home Department be-
lieves the reforms have
laid the foundation for
stronger institutions,
modern policing, im-
proved criminal justice,
and sustainable peace.

The transition from
legislation to institution
building reflects a long-
term vision of creating a
safer, more stable, and
more prosperous
Balochistan through ef-
fective governance,
modern laws, and con-
sistent implementation.

Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm Destroys 7M Fruit
Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

Atta Kakar:
A devastating hail-
storm accompanied by
powerful winds has
caused widespread
destruction across Qila
Saifullah district in
Balochistan, damaging
more than 7 million
fruit trees and affect-
ing nearly 18,000
farmers and landown-
ers.
     The storm struck
on April 18, severely
impacting one of the
province’s most im-
portant horticultural
regions and leaving
thousands of rural
families facing major
economic uncertainty.

The disaster
caused extensive dam-
age to orchards, agri-
cultural land, and sea-
sonal crops, particu-
larly apple, apricot,
and grape farms that
form the backbone of
the local economy.

Farmers say
years of hard work and
investment were
wiped out within min-
utes as hail and strong
winds tore through vil-
lages and farming ar-
eas across the district.

Local growers
have described the
situation as cata-
strophic,

warning that
many families may

struggle to survive fi-
nancially without im-
mediate government
assistance.

Agriculture re-
mains the primary
source of income for

a large portion of Qila
Saifullah’s population,
and the destruction of
fruit orchards is ex-
pected to have long-
term economic conse-
quences for the re-

gion.
Residents and

farming communities
have expressed frus-
tration over delays in
relief and compensa-
tion efforts.

Many affected
farmers claim that of-
ficial assessment and
rehabilitation mea-
sures have been slow
despite the scale of
destruction.

Calls are growing
for the provincial and
federal governments
to announce emer-
gency compensation
packages, interest-free
agricultural loans, and

recovery support for
affected communities.

Farmers and local
representatives are
also demanding resto-
ration of damaged ir-
rigation systems and

the introduction of crop
insurance mechanisms
to help rural commu-
nities recover from cli-
mate-related disas-
ters.

They argue that
without urgent inter-
vention, the crisis
could deepen poverty
and unemployment
across the district.

The Qila Saifullah
hailstorm has once
again highlighted the
vulnerability of
Balochistan’s agricul-
ture sector to extreme
weather events.

Experts warn that
climate-related disas-
ters, including hail-
storms, droughts, and
flash floods, are be-
coming increasingly
frequent in the prov-
ince,

placing additional
pressure on farmers
already struggling with
limited infrastructure
and rising production
costs.

Analysts say
stronger disaster man-
agement systems, cli-
mate-resilient agricul-
tural policies, and
faster

emergency re-
sponse mechanisms
are essential to protect
rural livelihoods and
ensure long-term sta-
bility in Balochistan’s
farming sector.
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Balochistan CM Sarfraz Bugti Orders Safe City
Surveillance Upgrade

Mangi Dam Attack Inquiry: Commission Rejects
Balochistan Police Report, Summons IGP

Musa Khel Health Officials
Inspect EPI Sites, Review Vaccination

and Cold Chain Management

Jaffarabad Holds Awareness
Seminar on Importance of

Breastfeeding for Newborn HealthQaseem Shah,
News Desk:

QUETTA:  The
Balochistan Commis-
sion of Inquiry, headed
by Justice
Muhammad Aamir
Nawaz Rana, rejected
the report submitted on
behalf of the Inspec-
tor General of Police
(IGP) Balochistan re-
garding the Mangi
Dam terrorist attack,
declaring it non-com-
pliant with the
tribunal’s Terms of
Reference (TORs).

During an open
court hearing on Mon-
day, the commission
noted that the report
failed to address spe-
cific queries and
lacked essential sup-
porting documenta-
tion. Consequently,
Justice Rana directed
the IGP Balochistan to
appear in person at the
next hearing with a
fresh, comprehensive
report and all relevant
departmental records.
Advocate General

JAFFARABAD: An
awareness seminar on
the importance and ben-
efits of breastfeeding
and the role of breast
milk in ensuring better
health and development
of newborn babies was
held in Jaffarabad.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Jaffarabad Khalid
Khan was the chief guest
at the seminar, which

was attended by health
department officials, rep-
resentatives of various
government depart-
ments, medical experts,
women and a large num-
ber of citizens.

During the seminar,
speakers described
breast milk as the natu-
ral, complete and best
source of nutrition for
newborns and high-
lighted its medical ben-
efits and vital role in
children's physical and
mental development.

The speakers said

breastfeeding helps pro-
tect babies against vari-
ous diseases and infec-
tions while also
strengthening their im-
mune systems.

Addressing the
seminar, Deputy Com-
missioner Khalid Khan
said breast milk is one of
the greatest natural gifts
for a newborn and its im-
portance cannot be over-

looked.
He said a healthy

society is built on the
foundation of healthy
children, making it es-
sential to raise aware-
ness among mothers
about the importance
and benefits of
breastfeeding.

The deputy com-
missioner emphasized
that breast milk is par-
ticularly important dur-
ing the early stages of a
child's development and
contributes to better
health while helping pro-

Balochistan Abdul
Latif Kakar was in-
structed to inform the
police chief of the
court’s order.

The tribunal also
extended the witness
registration deadline
from August 28 to
September 3, 2026,

after Naseem Ullah,
brother of a martyred
official, highlighted
travel difficulties
faced by families liv-
ing in remote areas
who wish to record
statements and submit
evidence.

Legal representa-

tives from Ziarat,
Harnai, and Loralai
offered voluntary le-
gal assistance to help
uncover the facts sur-
rounding the attack.
Meanwhile, the
commission’s secre-
tary confirmed that
public notices regard-

ing proceedings have
been republished on
the front pages of ma-
jor national dailies
alongside a DGPR
awareness campaign.

The commission
adjourned proceedings
until Thursday, August
27, 2026, at 1:00 PM.

Balochistan Local Government Department Reviews Performance,
Development Projects and Administrative Priorities

Balochistan Prisons DIG Meets Irrigation Secretary to
Discuss Administrative Coordination

QUETTA: Secretary Lo-
cal Government and Ru-
ral  Development
Balochistan Abdul Rauf
Baloch chaired a com-
prehensive meeting of all
wings and sections of
the Local Government
and Rural Development
Department to review
overall departmental
performance, targets for
the previous and current
financial years, develop-
ment projects, adminis-
trative affairs, human re-
sources, district-level
presence and other key
matters.

The meeting was
attended by Secretary
Local Government
Board Shujaat Al i
Baloch, Chief Officer
Metropolitan Corpora-
tion Quetta Nazar Zehri,
Local Government Focal
Person Taha Junaid and
other relevant depart-
mental officers.

During the meeting,
the department's pre-
sentation required by

the Chief Secretary
Balochistan's Office was
finalized. The presenta-
tion included details of
departmental perfor-
mance, major achieve-
ments and future tar-
gets.  Officials con-
ducted a detailed review
of the department's per-
formance during the pre-
vious financial year, in-
cluding projects com-
pleted under PSDP and
Non-PSDP, ongoing de-
velopment schemes and
various activities under-
taken by the department.

The meeting also
reviewed targets set for
the current financial
year, PSDP and Non-
PSDP projects, as well as
the department's re-
sponsibilities and priori-
ties under the Rules of
Business.

Review of Human
Resources and Recruit-
ment The meeting was
briefed on vacant posi-
tions, grade-wise staff-
ing, and posts allocated

QUETTA: Deputy In-
spector General (DIG)
Prisons Balochistan
Ziaullah Tareen met Sec-
retary Irrigation
Balochistan Sohail-ur-
Rehman at his office to
discuss matters of mu-
tual interest, departmen-
tal affairs and adminis-
trative coordination.

The meeting was
held in a cordial and
friendly atmosphere,

for initial recruitment
and promotions.

Secretary Local
Government and Rural
Development Abdul
Rauf Baloch directed of-
ficials to ensure merit,
transparency and strict
compliance with rules
and regulations
throughout the recruit-
ment and promotion pro-
cesses.

He said equal op-
portunities should be
provided to qualified
and capable personnel
to contribute to the
department's perfor-
mance and institutional
development.

Assessment of De-
partmental Presence
Across Balochistan The
meeting also reviewed
the department's pres-
ence across various dis-
tricts and sub-divisions
of Balochistan.

Officials presented
details regarding the
number of districts and
sub-divisions covered,

staff posted at different
offices, vacant posi-
tions and offices operat-
ing from government-
owned and rented build-
ings.  The status of func-
tional and non-func-
tional offices was also
reviewed.

Participants were
briefed on residential fa-
cilities available to de-
partmental officers and
employees, including
their availability, utiliza-
tion and staffing details
in different districts.
Various proposals were
discussed to improve
residential facilities for
departmental personnel.

New Districts and
Administrative Units
The meeting reviewed
the progress of cases
and summaries concern-
ing the establishment of
new districts, sub-divi-
sions and divisions.

Officials presented
details of the human re-
sources, infrastructure,
office buildings, residen-

tial facilities and other
administrative require-
ments needed for the
proposed new adminis-
trative units. Develop-
ment Funds and PSDP
Projects.

 The overall status
of the department's
PSDP and current bud-
get, utilization of devel-
opment funds, progress
on ongoing schemes
and financial priorities
for the future were also
discussed.

Officials were di-
rected to adopt a coor-
dinated strategy to en-
sure the timely comple-
tion of development
projects, transparent
and effective utilization
of funds and achieve-
ment of departmental tar-
gets. The presentation
also highlighted major
achievements of the Lo-
cal Government and Ru-
ral Development Depart-
ment over the past two
years, from March 2024
to June 30, 2026.

with both officials ex-
changing views on vari-
ous administrative mat-
ters, interdepartmental
coordination and ways
to further strengthen
mutual cooperation.

The two officials
also discussed ongoing
government affairs in the
province and matters re-
lated to public interest
and service delivery.

The meeting was

attended by XEN PHE
Shakeel Baloch, Ahmed
Durrani,

Irrigation Depart-
ment Section Officer
Anjum Bashir, and SDE
Irrigation Quetta Divi-
sion Mehrab.

DIG Prisons
Ziaullah Tareen and Sec-
retary Irrigation Sohail-
ur-Rehman emphasized
that effective coordina-
tion and cooperation

among government de-
partments play an impor-
tant role in improving
administrative perfor-
mance and ensuring bet-
ter public services.

They agreed on the
need to further
strengthen institutional-
level communication
and coordination to en-
sure the efficient imple-
mentation of depart-
mental responsibilities.

tect children from vari-
ous illnesses.

He directed the rel-
evant departments to
continue organizing
awareness campaigns
and seminars, particu-
larly for women, to pro-
mote greater under-
standing of the benefits
of breastfeeding.

He stressed that
sustained public aware-

ness efforts are neces-
sary to ensure that ev-
ery mother is able to pro-
vide her child with the
benefits of this essential
natural source of nutri-
tion.

At the conclusion
of the seminar, partici-
pants expressed their
commitment to spread-
ing the message about
the importance of
breastfeeding from
household to house-
hold and promoting bet-
ter health for newborns
across Jaffarabad.

MUSA KHEL: Deputy
District Health Officer
Dr. Nadir Khan, Dis-
trict Superintendent
Vaccination Gul Dad
Jaffar, and Assistant
Superintendent Vacci-
nation Sher Zaman
conducted a detailed
visit to various union
councils of Tehsil Darg
to review the ongoing
immunization activi-
ties.

During the visit,
the officials inspected
RHC Darg and Basic
Health Units (BHUs)
Karkana and Gargoji,
with a particular focus
on the performance of
Expanded Programme

also examined to en-
sure that EPI activities
were being carried out
in accordance with pre-
scribed procedures.

The officials also
reviewed the ongoing
16-day outreach vacci-
nation activities.

They assessed
vaccinators' atten-
dance in the field, fol-
low-up of children,
vaccination cards and
the overall vaccination
status.

Vaccinators were
directed to maintain the
cold chain at all times,
ensure proper handling
and storage of vac-
cines, and give special

attention to zero-dose
and defaulter children
so that their vaccina-
tion could be completed
without delay.

During the field
visit, parents and com-
munity members were
also

sensitized about
the importance of
childhood vaccination.

Officials empha-

sized the need to im-
prove outreach efforts
and ensure that all chil-
dren who have missed
vaccinations are iden-
tified and reached.

At the conclusion
of the visit, the District
Superintendent Vacci-
nation and Assistant
Superintendent Vacci-
nation were directed to
maintain continuous
monitoring of EPI cen-
ters and field activities.

The officials fur-
ther instructed that any
administrative short-
comings or negligence
should be addressed
immediately and that
quality vaccination ser-

on Immunization (EPI)
sites.

The inspection
covered staff atten-
dance, ILR mainte-
nance, vaccine stocks,
cold chain manage-
ment and relevant
records.

Permanent regis-
ters, stock registers
and other essential
documentation were

vices should be made
available to children at
their doorsteps.

The visit is part of
ongoing efforts to
strengthen immuniza-
tion services, cold
chain management and
routine vaccination
coverage in Musa Khel,
particularly in
underserved and re-
mote communities.

During the meeting,
participants also shared
their experiences and
suggestions regarding
various departmental
matters.

The discussions re-
mained positive and
constructive, with the
participants expressing
their commitment to
maintaining cooperation
and communication in
the future.

NEWS DESK:
Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Sarfraz Bugti has
ordered authorities to
strengthen the Safe City
surveillance system and
accelerate the use of
modern technology to
prevent crime and im-
prove security across
the province.

Chairing a meeting
to review the perfor-
mance of the
Balochistan Safe City
Authority, Bugti  di-
rected officials to up-
grade surveillance infra-
structure in line with
modern security require-
ments and strengthen
technology-based crime
prevention.

Officials briefed the
meeting that the Safe
City system had helped

identify 138 stolen ve-
hicles and detect nine
suspicious activities, al-
lowing law-enforcement
agencies to prevent po-

tential major terrorist at-
tacks.

The authority has
also provided police
with 631 key pieces of

evidence in connection
with various criminal
cases, the meeting was
told. The chief minister
said the Balochistan

Safe City Authority was
playing an important role
in maintaining law and
order, preventing crime
and protecting the lives
and property of citizens.

He called for further
technological improve-
ments to enhance the
capacity of law-enforce-
ment agencies and make
surveillance more effec-
tive.

Meanwhile,  the
Balochistan government
has ordered enhanced
security across the prov-
ince on 12th Rabi-ul-
Awwal.

Security agencies
and district administra-
tions have been directed
to ensure foolproof se-
curity arrangements dur-
ing religious gatherings
and processions.
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Govt fails to maintain quorum as PPP stays
away from National Assembly

Naqvi says 'significant progress' made in talks with
Iranian president to end conflict

Pims says its CT machine 'remains functional' following
reports of failure to conduct Imran's heart scan

FM Dar discusses bilateral
ties, regional developments in call

with Turkish counterpart
NEWS DESK: Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
discussed bilateral ties
and regional develop-
ments during a tele-
phone conversation
with his Turkish coun-
terpart, Hakan Fidan, the
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs (MoFA) said on
Tuesday.

According to a
statement issued by the
MoFA, the discussions
focused on bilateral re-
lations, regional devel-
opments and other mat-
ters of mutual interest.

“The two ministers
also discussed the up-
coming meeting of the
Regional Four (R4) For-

NEWS DESK: The rul-
ing PML-N on Monday
suffered an embarrass-
ing setback in the Na-
tional Assembly as the
lower house was ad-
journed within minutes
for lack of quorum after
its estranged ally, the
PPP, stayed away from
the proceedings over
the alleged rigging in the
recently-held Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) elections.

The government
failed to muster the re-
quired number of 84 law-
makers in the 336-mem-
ber house, forcing the
chair to adjourn the ses-
sion without taking up
any agenda item when
quorum was pointed out
by an opposition mem-
ber from the PTI.

“No PPP, no quo-
rum, simple,” posted
PPP’s Sharmila Farooqui
on her official social me-
dia account on X soon
after the adjournment of
the sitting.

Later, Ms Farooqui
told Dawn PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
had already declared the
party would “no more
cooperate with PML-N
on quorum and legisla-
tion” in the parliament
till their grievances over
the alleged rigging and
mismanagement in the
AJK polls were ad-
dressed.

Sharmila says ‘no
PPP, no quorum, simple’

Even those party
MNAs who were
present at the start of the
Question Hour left the
chamber immediately
seeing only 20 to 25
PML-N members on the
treasury benches, she

said, adding that the PPP
had been completing the
quorum in the assembly
previously.

Ms Farooqui made
it clear that the strategy
would not change until
their concerns over the
AJK polls issue were
addressed. She, how-
ever, did not elaborate
any specific demand
when asked as to what

Speaker Ghulam
Mustafa Shah was seen
in the chair when the
house resumed its pro-
ceedings.

He adjourned the
sitting till Tuesday after
finding the house still
not in order due to lack
of quorum.

While the PPP had
supported the govern-
ment in the passage of

over the brutal murder of
Hina Javed in Rawalpindi
and referred the matter
to the relevant house
committee.

Mr Sadiq disclosed
that Hina Javed had
been posted in the Na-
tional Assembly by the
National IT Board on at-
tachment from Decem-
ber 2019 till June this
year after which she re-

steps the party wanted
the PML-N to take in or-
der to allay their con-
cerns when the election
process had already
been completed.

When Speaker Ayaz
Sadiq earlier announced
the opening of the Ques-
tion Hour, PTI’s Iqbal
Afridi pointed out lack
of quorum.

His action came
when the speaker re-
fused him the floor to
speak on a point of or-
der.

The speaker or-
dered a headcount and
suspended the proceed-
ings till the completion
of the quorum. Some 35
minutes later, Deputy

the two security-related
bills last  week, Mr
Bhutto-Zardari, in the
presence of PM Shehbaz
Sharif, had objected to
the manner with which
the government had
been doing legislation.

After developing
differences with the
PML-N over the issue of
AJK elections, a PPP
delegation headed by Mr
Bhutto-Zardari called on
opposition leaders and
sought their coopera-
tion on the legislation in
the parliament and its
committees.

Hina Javed’s murder
At the outset of the

sitting, the NA speaker
expressed his concerns

PM forms high-level committee to steer Pak-Iran
gas pipeline out of arbitration impasse, NA told

NEWS DESK: Petro-
leum Minister Ali Pervaiz
Malik told the Senate on
Tuesday that Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif had
constituted a high-level
committee to work out a
mutually acceptable so-
lution to the long-stalled
Pak-Iran gas pipeline
project,  balancing
Pakistan’s potential fi-
nancial liability arising
from arbitration with its
future energy require-
ments,

Responding to a
calling attention notice
moved by Senator Talha
Mahmood, the minister
said the committee was
examining the legal, fi-
nancial and energy di-
mensions of the project
to determine a way for-
ward in Pakistan’s na-
tional interest.

He said Iran was a
“brotherly country” and
the leadership of the two
countries remained en-
gaged in efforts to reach
an amicable settlement
acceptable to both sides.

Malik said Iran had
already made substan-
tial physical progress on
its side of the project,
bringing gas from the
South Pars field to a ma-
jor Iranian city near the
Pakistani border.

The minister said
the matter had gone into
arbitration in Paris, mak-
ing it necessary for Pa-
kistan to assess the po-
tential financial liability
associated with the
project carefully.

He said the govern-
ment wanted to avoid
further complications
arising from litigation
and was therefore pursu-
ing a negotiated settle-

ment with Iran.
“The committee is

looking at the potential
liability facing Pakistan,
the implications of litiga-
tion and the country’s
future energy require-
ments,” Malik said, add-
ing that these factors
would help determine the
way forward on the

slash the price of gas by
half for it to be supplied
through the Iran-Paki-
stan (IP) pipeline
project. It also asked it
to lower the gas volume
after different sectors in
the country showed lack
of interest in buying en-
ergy supplies at higher
prices. At present, the

project.
Responding to con-

cerns over gas-related
issues in Balochistan,
the petroleum minister
said the premier had di-
rected him to engage
with provincial stake-
holders.

He said another
high-level committee,
headed by Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar,
was examining
Balochistan’s gas-re-
lated problems, includ-
ing technical and pay-
ment issues.

On August 14, Pa-
kistan called on Iran to

local distribution compa-
nies are providing gas to
fertiliser plants and do-
mestic consumers at
Rs1,500, or $5.7, per mil-
lion British thermal units
(mmBtu) and Rs1,000, or
$3.57, per mmBtu, respec-
tively. Power producers
have expressed their in-
ability to buy imported
gas at a price of over
Rs2,000/mmBtu, which
in dollar terms stands at
$7.14. The government
has established it as a
commercially sustain-
able market benchmark
for the IP gas pipeline.

Moreover, authori-
ties said they would

turned to her parent de-
partment.  He said
though such matters
generally fell under pro-
vincial jurisdiction, the
case was of particular
concern since she had
served at the NA.

He said the manner
in which Hina Javed was
murdered, and the vio-
lence against women,
were matters of serious
concern for everyone.

He appreciated the
Women Parliamentary
Caucus for taking up the
matter and said the NA
would provide full sup-
port in monitoring the
case and extending what-
ever assistance was re-
quired.

NEWS DESK: Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
said on Tuesday that
“significant progress”
had been made in talks
with Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian to
end the conflict in the
region during his recent
visit to Tehran along-
side Chief of Defence
Forces (CDF) and Chief
of Army Staff, Field Mar-
shal Asim Munir.

“ S i g n i f i c a n t
progress was made, and
the meeting concluded
on a highly positive
note. We remain hopeful
that this momentum will
help pave the way for
further progress and
lasting peace in the re-
gion,” Naqvi said in a
post on X.

The statement came
after CDF Munir and
Naqvi concluded their
day-long visit to Tehran
on Monday, where they
pushed for breaking the
stalemate in the ongoing
US-Iran conflict, reopen-
ing the Strait of Hormuz
and finding a negotiated
settlement to end the
conflict and wider re-
gional instability.

During their meet-
ing with Pezeshkian,
Naqvi said he and CDF

Munir had a “very posi-
tive and productive” dis-
cussion with the Iranian
president.

“Our discussion fo-
cused on the US-Iran
conflict, tensions in the
Middle East and the way
forward,

as well as the steps
needed by both sides for
restoration of the
Islamabad MoU thereby
leading to comprehen-
sive settlement of the
conflict,” he said.

Naqvi further said
the Iranian president
had candidly shared his
government’s perspec-
tive and concerns, add-
ing that they had a “very

constructive exchange”
on the issues involved.

The statement by
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) pro-
vided the first detailed
official account of CDF
Munir's high-level en-
gagements in Tehran
amid Pakistan's renewed
diplomatic efforts to re-
vive dialogue between
Washington and Tehran.

According to ISPR,
CDF Munir and Naqvi
held "comprehensive
discussions" with Iran's
top political and security
leadership on measures
to prevent further esca-
lation, reopen the strate-
gic Strait of Hormuz and

bring about an "expe-
dited termination" of the
conflict.

The Pakistani mili-
tary said the two sides
also exchanged views on
regional peace and ex-
plored ways to reach a
negotiated settlement to
the disputes.

"The visit was part
of Pakistan's diplomatic
efforts to end the stale-
mate in the ongoing US-
Iran conflict and explore
ways for achieving en-
during peace and perma-
nent end to instability in
the region," ISPR said in
a statement issued at the
conclusion of daylong
trip.

under the R-4 frame-
work, which was
launched earlier this
year to intensify consul-
tations on regional cri-
ses, particularly the con-
flict involving the United
States and Iran and
broader efforts to pro-
mote regional stability.
The grouping has held
several meetings since
March, with its fourth
ministerial meeting tak-
ing place in Cairo in
June.

The latest meeting
of the four foreign min-
isters was held in Amman
on August 5 on the side-
lines of a ministerial
meeting on Jerusalem.
Dar, Saudi Foreign Min-

ages deeper military co-
ordination, joint exer-
cises and cooperation in
defence technology.

Egypt 's potential
participation had
emerged as an important
question in the run-up to
the Makkah agreement.
Turkish officials had in-
dicated that Cairo could
eventually join the new
defence arrangement,
given its military weight
and strategic impor-
tance in the region.
However, Egypt did not
become a signatory
when Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and Türkiye con-
cluded the pact in
Makkah.

The upcoming four-

eign Ministers and other
forthcoming multilateral
engagements. They
agreed to remain in
close contact,” it said.

Regional Four to
meet later this month

Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, Türkiye and
Egypt are set to hold
another round of high-
level consultations in
Istanbul later this
month, as Islamabad
steps up diplomatic co-
ordination with key re-
gional powers following
the signing of a land-
mark defence agreement
between Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and Türkiye.

Turkish FM invited
Dar to Istanbul for a
meeting of the foreign
ministers of Pakistan,
Türkiye, Saudi Arabia
and Egypt. The invita-
tion was extended dur-
ing a telephone conver-
sation on August 19.

The four countries
have been coordinating

ister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan, Turkish FM
Fidan and Egyptian For-
eign Minister Badr
Abdelatty discussed
the regional situation
and called for continued
consultation and coordi-
nation.

The Istanbul meet-
ing, however, assumes
added significance be-
cause it will be the first
major R-4 engagement
since Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and Türkiye
signed the Makkah Joint
Defence Agreement on
August 7.

The agreement
commits the three coun-
tries to collective de-
fence, with an armed at-
tack against one member
to be treated as an attack
against all. Pakistan and
Türkiye have stressed
that the pact is defen-
sive in nature and is not
directed against any
particular country. The
agreement also envis-

way meeting therefore
provides an opportunity
to assess whether Egypt
could have a role in the
evolving regional secu-
rity architecture without
necessarily becoming a
formal member of the
defence pact.

For Pakistan, the
Istanbul talks also come
at a time when Islamabad
is seeking to maintain
close coordination with
both Gulf Arab states
and Türkiye while keep-
ing its diplomatic chan-
nels open with other re-
gional actors.

Officials familiar
with the diplomatic pro-
cess say the discussions
are expected to cover
the rapidly changing se-
curity situation in the
Middle East, the future
of the R-4 mechanism
and ways of strengthen-
ing political and diplo-
matic coordination
among the four coun-
tries.

He held separate
meetings with Iranian
President Masoud
Pezeshkian,  Mohsen
Rezaei, the representa-
tive of Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei on the Su-
preme National Security
Council , Parliament
Speaker Mohammad
Bagher Ghalibaf, For-
eign Minister Abbas
Araghchi and Interior
Minister Eskandar
Momeni.

The Iranian leader-
ship, according to ISPR,
appreciated Pakistan's
"constructive role and
sincere efforts" to facili-
tate dialogue, de-escala-
tion and a peaceful reso-
lution of the conflict.

The conflict  be-
tween Iran and the US
that began on February
28 has remained unre-
solved despite repeated
diplomatic efforts by
several regional powers,
including Pakistan.

A MoU signed by
Washington and Tehran
on June 17 had envis-
aged further negotia-
tions towards a perma-
nent settlement, but re-
newed hostilities subse-
quently stalled the pro-
cess.

push ahead with the
project if US President
Donald Trump gives a
waiver to Iran.

The Iran-Pakistan
gas pipeline, also known
as the Peace Pipeline,
was conceived to bring
Iranian natural gas to
Pakistan to help meet
the country’s growing

energy needs. Iran has
already built part of the
pipeline inside its terri-
tory, while Pakistan
failed to complete the
project by December
2014. The project has re-
mained stalled for more
than a decade, with Pa-
kistan unable to com-
plete its portion of the
pipeline. US sanctions
on Iran, financing diffi-
culties and broader geo-
political concerns have
also been major ob-
stacles.

In 2024, Iran had
filed an international ar-
bitration case in Paris
over project delays.

NEWS DESK: Follow-
ing reports that jailed
PTI founder Imran Khan
could not undergo a
heart scan during a visit
to the hospital last week,
the Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences (Pims)
said on Tuesday that its
CT machine “remains
functional and contin-
ues to support diagnos-
tic services”.

When Imran was
brought to Pims last
week for an eye proce-
dure and other diagnos-
tic examinations, doctors
recommended a CT coro-
nary angiography
(CTA), but hospital staff
reportedly said the facil-
ity was unavailable.

After undergoing
other tests, he was sub-
sequently shifted back
to Adiala Jail without the
CTA, which can help de-
tect coronary blockages
and assess the risk of a
heart attack. Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif also
took notice of the non-
functional CTA facility
at Pims and constituted
an inquiry committee to
determine the facts.

Sources had earlier

told Dawn that the Car-
diac Centre’s conven-
tional angiography facil-
ity at Pims was different
from a CTA. While con-
ventional angiography
involved inserting a
catheter into a blood
vessel, a CTA was per-
formed using a CT scan-
ner.

In the statement is-
sued on Tuesday, the
Pims administration said,
“[The] CT machine, in-
stalled in 2022, remains
functional and contin-

ues to support diagnos-
tic services.”

It said that “imaging
investigations are un-
dertaken regularly on
the basis of clinical as-
sessment, specialist ad-
vice, patient-safety con-
siderations and pre-
scribed medical proto-
cols”.

“The use of a par-
ticular imaging proce-
dure should be viewed
within its clinical context
and should not be inter-
preted unnecessarily,” it

said.
A senior doctor at

Pims, who wished not to
be named, told Dawn
that around a dozen
CTAs had been con-
ducted before the state-
ment was released.

After reports re-
garding the failure to
conduct the test had
emerged, the PTI had re-
iterated its demand to
move Imran to Shifa In-
ternational Hospital in
Islamabad without any
delay — which the Su-

preme Court had also di-
rected on August 18.

PTI Information
Secretary Sheikh Waqas
Akram also cited details
submitted to the court,
saying a medical board
constituted by the gov-
ernment had examined
Imran on August 10
while a Pims cardiologist
had already recom-
mended the test for him
on August 1 due to fluc-
tuating blood pressure,
palpitations, headaches,
restlessness and the po-
tential risk of cardiac
complications arising
from his age and pro-
longed isolation.

“Even the
government’s own doc-
tors considered this di-
agnostic test  neces-
sary,” he said.

“Yet, when Imran
was taken to Pims, the
procedure was not per-
formed. Hospital offi-
cials claimed that the re-
quired facility was un-
available, despite the
presence of a functional
CT scanner in the radi-
ology department ca-
pable of conducting the
test,” he alleged.


