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CDF Munir stresses
fact-based analysis
in ‘volatile world’

NEWS DESK:

Chief of Defence Forces
(CDF) and Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) Field Marshal
Asim Munir interacted with a
delegation of students from
Harvard Business School rep-
resenting multiple countries
during their visit to Pakistan,
the military’s media wing said
on Friday.

According to the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), "the interaction fo-
cused on regional and global
developments, Pakistan’s se-
curity outlook and efforts to
promote peace, stability and
prosperity in the region and be-
yond."

CDF Munir highlighted the
importance of education, skill
development and entrepre-
neurship among young people,
as well as the need to apply
“fact-based analytics” to con-
tribute meaningfully in an in-
creasingly volatile world prone
to social media and propa-
ganda.

The Harvard Business
School students highlighted
their “wonderful experiences”
during their ongoing visit, par-
ticularly their appreciation of
the openness and warmth of
the people of Pakistan, the
statement added.

They also appreciated the
“tremendous potential and op-
portunities” that Pakistan pos-
sesses, ISPR said.

Chief of Defense Force (CDF), Field Marshal, Syed Asim Munir
Group Photo of Business School representing multiple countries.

Photo of Health Minister Mustafa Kamal addresses the Senate on August 28

NEWS DESK:

Health Minister Mustafa Kamal
on Friday vowed that “no one will
be spared” while talking about the
fire at the Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences (Pims) that
claimed the lives of 14 infants,
adding that the country’s health
sector needed to be reformed.

Speaking in the Senate,
Kamal said: “No one intends to
spare or save anyone. I am say-
ing this on behalf of the prime
minister and the entire govern-
ment that not a single person will
be spared”.

He said that the tragedy can-
not be an “episode lasting merely
a few days,” as he called for ac-
countability and for efforts to pre-
vent such incidents in the future.

The minister warned against
“suppressing the issue” and in-
vited the House to work towards
a way forward, agreeing to a pro-
posal seeking the formation of a
parliamentary committee compris-
ing opposition members to inves-
tigate Wednesday’s incident.

“Look at your resources,
management and actions and then
involve everyone to suggest a
way forward,” he said, assuring
that the government will support
such an approach.

“This is a matter of children’s
lives, and we are answerable to
God for it. The ministry is noth-
ing; we cannot ruin our afterlife
for these ministries,” he re-
marked.

At the outset of his address,
the minister expressed sorrow at
the lives lost in the incident.

“There can be no explanation
for this. I am holding myself re-
sponsible, and I have presented
myself to be held accountable.”

He called for a holistic ap-
proach toward investigating the
incident, urging that any commit-
tee formed to probe should not
be “time-bound and should re-
main open”.

“When you go investigate
this incident, you will find so
many things associated with it,”
he said, pointing to a larger “rot”
within the sector.

Kamal held that the health
sector was not “ideal”.

“Four hundred thousand
children between the ages of one
and five die every year, 1,300 die
every day; they are all dying pre-
ventable deaths,” he said.

He continued: “It is not pos-
sible to bring back the infants
who died at Pims, but let us look

at it as a test from God and pre-
vent the next kid from dying.”

Kamal maintained that there
was “no point” in making
speeches if the government failed
to learn from the incident.

“Start from me,” Kamal said,
offering himself up for account-
ability. “Sit with us and save the
next from dying. I am putting the
entire ministry at your disposal;
every person will be answerable
to you,” he said.

He noted that the system was
“rotten” and went on to say:
“Where do I find a better person
after removing an incompetent
one?” Kamal said that when the
day ended, “1,300 children would
have died across the country”.

Speaking about the inquiry

committee’s report on the inci-
dent, which he said would be pre-
sented by tonight, Kamal assured
the House: “If you don’t trust it,
fair enough [..] we will listen to
you.” The health minister once
again reassured the House that,
“No one will be spared, no matter
how influential they are”.

“We have to come up with a
solution, and I am inviting you to
guide us and [..] give us a strate-
gic roadmap,” he said. Kamal said
that the health ministry would
provide all the relevant input and
information. “Sit with us and find
a way forward on how to prevent
the next child from dying due to
negligence within the resources
that we have. I assure you of its
implementation”.

NEWS DESK:

Quetta: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
warned owners of grape or-
chards and private properties
in Mastung that they could be
treated as facilitators if their
land is used to launch attacks
on security forces or govern-
ment officials. He also an-
nounced an inquiry into com-
plaints concerning the BPSC
Tehsildar recruitment process.

Speaking at the Central
Police Office in Quetta on Fri-
day, Bugti said orchard own-
ers had repeatedly been
warned against allowing terror-
ists to use their properties for
terrorist activities.

He said if a security
forces’ convoy or the provin-
cial interior minister came un-
der attack from an orchard, the
property owner could not sim-
ply claim ignorance about the
presence of terrorists.

“If private property is used
for terrorism, its owner will also
be considered a facilitator,”
Bugti warned.

He said the government
did not want civilians to be
harmed because terrorists of-
ten use local residents as hu-
man shields. However, he
stressed that the state’s pa-
tience had limits.

Bugti warned that if pri-
vate properties continued to be
used for terrorist attacks, the
government could consider re-
locating residents or removing
orchards being used for terror-
ism.

“The blood of Pakistan
Army, FC and police person-
nel is sacred,” he said, adding
that the government would not
tolerate the continued use of
private properties for attacks
on security personnel.

BPSC Tehsildar Recruit-

ment Probe
Regarding the Balochistan

Public Service Commission
(BPSC) Tehsildar recruitment,
Bugti said an internal error had
come to his notice following
complaints about the recruit-
ment process.

He announced that a com-
mittee had been formed in co-
ordination with BPSC to inves-
tigate the matter and submit its

report within seven to 10 days.
The chief minister said the

findings would be shared with
the media and the public after
the report was received.

Bugti reiterated that the
provincial government would
not compromise on merit, re-
peatedly emphasizing “merit,
merit and merit.”

He said political consider-
ations would not be allowed to

influence recruitment, even if
maintaining merit resulted in
political losses.

Balochistan Police
Digitalisation

Bugti also launched 18
digital initiatives of Balochistan
Police, including eight up-
graded and eight newly devel-
oped applications.

He announced Rs50 mil-
lion for further police

digitalisation during the current
year and a Rs5 million cash
award for the officers and per-
sonnel who worked on the
digital initiatives.

The new services include
public complaints, criminal jus-
tice facilities, women’s protec-
tion, travel and hotel services
and the IG Police complaints
portal.

Bugti said the women’s

safety app would enable users
to issue an emergency alert
with one click and immediately
notify police and family mem-
bers. On the overall security
situation, he described
Balochistan as facing an “in-
telligence-based war” and said
the government would continue
strengthening the police and
modernising law-enforcement
systems.
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AI and Balochistan’s Youth: How Universities Can
Shape the Province’s Digital Future

By Syed Dara
Shikoh Amir

For Balochistan,  the
conversation around
Artificial Intelligence is
no longer about a distant
future. AI is already
changing  education,
healthcare, agriculture,
industry, finance and
governance. The real
question is whether
Balochistan’s universi-
ties and young people
will be prepared to par-
ticipate in this transfor-
mation.

When Governor
Balochistan and Chan-
cellor of the province’s
public-sector universi-
t ies, Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail, addressed
the Youth and AI Sum-
mit at the United Nations
Headquarters in New
York, his message car-
ried significance beyond
a discussion on technol-
ogy. It  placed
Balochistan’s youth,
universities and techno-
logical ambitions within
a global conversation
about the future.

For a province with
a predominantly young
population, this is an
opportunity that cannot
be ignored.
Balochistan’s greatest
advantage may not sim-
ply be its geography or
natural resources, but
the potential  of its
young people.

AI Is Already
Changing the

Landscape
Artificial Intelli-

gence is rapidly becom-
ing part of almost every
major sector.  For
Balochistan, this trans-
formation could offer
practical solutions to
some of its most persis-
tent challenges.

AI and Data  Sci-
ence can support better
healthcare decisions, im-
prove agricultural moni-
toring,  assist  in
analysing geological in-
formation, strengthen
public services and con-
tribute to more efficient
use of resources.

But technology
cannot transform a so-
ciety on its own. It needs
people who understand
it, institutions that can
develop it and universi-
ties capable of turning
knowledge into practi-
cal solutions.

This makes higher
education central to
Balochistan’s digital fu-
ture.

BUITEMS and
the Beginning

of a Shift
Balochistan Uni-

versity of Information
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS)
has introduced
programmes in Artificial
Intelligence and Data
Science while incorpo-
rating emerging tech-
nologies and data-fo-
cused learning into dif-
ferent academic disci-
plines.

This development
is significant because AI
should not be treated as
a field restricted to com-
puter  science.

A mining engineer

who understands data
analytics can better in-
terpret geological infor-
mation. An agricultural
researcher can use AI to
monitor crops. A
healthcare professional
can use data to identify
trends and improve de-
cision-making.

The real potential of
Artificial Intelligence lies
in i ts abil ity to
strengthen almost every
profession.

For Balochistan,
the goal should there-
fore be to develop an
academic environment
where technology is
used not simply to teach
students, but to address
real problems.

From Degree-
Holders

to Problem-
Solvers

For decades, uni-
versities have largely fo-
cused on producing
graduates for estab-
lished professions. But
the pace of technologi-
cal change is making that
approach increasingly
inadequate.

Students entering
the workforce today
may encounter tech-
nologies, processes and
even job roles that did
not exist when they be-
gan their studies.

Universities must
therefore teach more
than professional knowl-
edge. They must teach
students how to learn,
adapt, think critically, in-
novate and solve prob-
lems.

This is where AI
and Data Science can
become powerful tools.

The objective
should not simply be to
produce graduates who
know how to operate
new technologies. It
should be to develop
young people capable of
looking at a problem in
their community and
asking how technology,
research and innovation
can help solve it.

Balochistan’s
Challenges

Can Become
Research

Opportunities

The province itself
provides a vast field for
meaningful research.

Water scarcity, min-
eral resources, agricul-
ture, renewable energy,
healthcare access, envi-
ronmental change, urban
planning and education
all offer opportunities
for technology-driven
research.

Perhaps universi-
ties should therefore ask
a different question.

Instead of asking
only,  “What degree
programmes should we
offer?”, they should also
ask, “What problems can
we help solve?”

That change in
thinking could redefine
higher education in
Balochistan.

Students of Artifi-
cial Intelligence and Data
Science could work
alongside engineers,
doctors, economists, en-
vironmental scientists
and social researchers.
Universities could col-
laborate with govern-
ment departments, in-
dustries,  businesses
and local communities.

Such partnerships

would allow academic
knowledge to move be-
yond classrooms and
become practical solu-
tions for society.

Digital
Transformation

Requires
More Than
Technology
The call for digital

transformation across
Balochistan’s public-
sector universities is im-
portant, but introducing
AI programmes is only
the beginning.

A genuinely AI-
ready university re-
quires trained faculty,
modern laboratories,
computing facilities, up-
dated curricula, research
funding and stronger
links with industry and
international institu-
tions.

The same applies to
the idea of a paperless
university.

D i g i t a l i s a t i o n
should not simply mean
replacing paper files
with computer screens. It
should improve  teach-

ing, research, adminis-
tration,  information
management and deci-
sion-making.

The ultimate goal
should be universities
that are digitally en-
abled, research-driven
and connected to na-
tional and international
networks.

Connecting
Balochistan’s

Youth to
the World
The Governor’s

participation in the
United Nations Youth
and AI Summit also
highlights the impor-
tance of international
engagement.

Around the world,
universities are working
to develop AI skills, ex-
pand research, create
technology partner-
ships and prepare
young people for the
digital economy.

B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s
youth should have ac-
cess to those opportu-
nities.

International re-
search collaborations,
scholarships, technol-
ogy partnerships, entre-
p r e n e u r s h i p
programmes and knowl-
edge networks can give
students exposure be-
yond traditional aca-
demic boundaries.

At the same time,
Balochistan’s universi-
ties should aim to be-
come contributors to
global research rather
than remaining only
consumers of knowl-
edge developed else-
where.

Turning
Vision into

a Long-Term
Strategy

The real challenge
begins after the
speeches and interna-
tional headlines.

Balochistan now
needs a sustained strat-
egy for AI  education,
Data Science, research,

innovation and digital
transformation.

Its universit ies
should work more
closely with govern-
ment, industry and com-
munities.

Students should be
given opportunities to
work on real-world prob-
lems, develop startups
and turn research ideas
into practical projects.

The progress al-
ready visible at
BUITEMS demon-
strates that this direction
is achievable and can
contribute to a broader
movement towards tech-
nology-driven higher
education across the
province.

Balochistan’s
Greatest
Resource
Balochistan is fre-

quently discussed in
terms of its natural re-
sources and vast geog-
raphy. But its greatest
long-term resource may
ultimately be its people.

The province has a
young population and
talented students.

What is needed is
an education system ca-
pable of turning that po-
tential into opportunity.

If Balochistan can
connect its universities,
youth, Artificial Intelli-
gence,

Data  Science, re-
search and innovation,
its young people will
not merely be prepared
for the future.

The message from
New York should there-
fore be seen as an op-
portunity to think be-
yond individual
programmes and to-
wards a broader vision
for higher education in
Balochistan.

The province’s next
frontier may not be
found only beneath its
soil.

It may be found in
its classrooms, labora-
tories, research centres
and, above all, in the
minds of i ts young
people.

Balochistan’s Education Crisis: Beyond
Numbers and Empty Promises

Syed Ali
Shah Analysis:

The Balochistan
government’s claim
that around 45,000
children have returned
to schools is being pre-
sented as a major
breakthrough in ad-
dressing the
province’s deep-
rooted  education cri-
sis.
While any increase in
enrollment deserves
acknowledgment, this
figure pales in com-
parison to the magni-
tude of the challenge.
More than 3.1 million
children in Balochistan
remain out of school,
a reality that exposes
decades of neglect,
mismanagement, and
hollow commitments
by successive provin-
cial governments.

For years, educa-
tion in Balochistan has
been treated more as
a slogan than a serious
policy priority. Gov-
ernments have consis-
tently paid lip service
to the issue, announc-
ing plans, committees,
and reforms that
rarely translate into
meaningful change on
the ground.

The result is a bro-
ken system where
thousands of schools
remain without proper

buildings, forcing chil-
dren to study under
open skies or abandon
education altogether.

Shelterless schools are
not an exception but a
norm across vast parts
of the province.

Equally alarming
is the issue of so-
called “ghost teach-
ers” and ineffective

staffing.  Despite re-
peated claims of re-
forms under the
School Based Re-

cruitment (SBK) sys-
tem, absenteeism, po-
litical interference, and
lack of accountability

continue to cripple
public education.

 Reviewing re-
cruitment processes is

important, but without
strict monitoring and
enforcement, such re-
views risk becoming
yet another bureau-
cratic exercise.

The return of
45,000 children to
schools should not be
used to mask the
harsh truth: millions
are still deprived of
their fundamental right
to education. Poverty,
insecurity, poor infra-
structure, and weak
governance continue
to push children out of
classrooms and into
labor, vulnerability, and
hopelessness.

If the Balochistan
government is serious
about change, it must
move beyond state-
ments and statistics.
Massive investment in
school infrastructure,
transparent teacher
management, commu-
nity-based enrollment
drives, and sustained
political will are essen-
tial.

Without tangible
action, promises will
remain empty, and an-
other generation of
Balochistan’s children
will be left behind.
Education cannot sur-
vive on rhetoric alone;
it demands urgent,
honest, and decisive
action.
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Lasbela Commissioner Saira Atta Visits Duddar Zinc and
Lead Mining Project in Kanraj

BPSC Tehsildar Interviews Postponed Again, Leaving
Candidates in Psychological Distress

Quetta DC Chairs Meeting
on Hania Wardak Issues and

Development Projects

Gwadar Fishermen Given 15 Days to Obtain Fishing
Licenses and Verify Boat Registration

LASBELA:  Com-
missioner Lasbela Di-
vision Saira Atta, ac-
companied by senior
administrative and po-
lice officials, visited
the Duddar Project site
in Tehsil Kanraj to re-
view the project’s op-
erations, security ar-
rangements, workers’
safety, and corporate
social responsibility
(CSR) activities.

Upon arrival, the
Commissioner and
accompanying offi-
cials were welcomed
by Chinese represen-
tatives of the Duddar
Project.

The Chairman of
the Duddar Project
briefed the Commis-
sioner on the project’s
overall performance,
ongoing activities, op-
erations, and other
matters.

The Duddar Zinc

Haji Ali Madad Jattak Holds
Grand Open Court, Assures Immediate

Resolution of Public Issues
QUETTA: Provincial
Minister and Member
of the Balochistan As-
sembly Haji Ali
Madad Jattak held a
large-scale open court
(Khuli Kachehri) at his
residence, where a
large number of citi-
zens directly presented
their problems, com-
plaints and demands

to their elected repre-
sentative.

The open court
served as an important
platform for public in-
teraction and reflected
Haji Ali Madad
Jattak’s commitment
to serving the people
and maintaining direct
contact with his con-
stituents.

Citizens from the
constituency and sur-
rounding areas, tribal
elders, political and
social figures, party
workers and mem-
bers of the public at-
tended the gathering in
large numbers.

P a r t i c i p a n t s
raised issues concern-
ing development
projects, roads, drink-
ing water, electricity,
drainage, healthcare,

employment and other
basic public facilities.

Haji Ali Madad
Jattak listened atten-
tively to the concerns
of each participant
and contacted relevant
government depart-
ments.

He issued neces-
sary instructions on
the spot for the imme-

diate resolution of sev-
eral public issues.

He said that lis-
tening to people’s
problems directly and
working for their reso-
lution is the essence of
genuine public repre-
sentation.

The provincial
minister said the trust
placed in him by the
people of his constitu-
ency would be main-
tained at all costs.

He emphasized
that public service is
not merely a political
slogan but a continu-
ous responsibility that
he is fulfilling with sin-
cerity and dedication.

Haji Ali Madad
Jattak said develop-
ment projects were
progressing rapidly
across the constitu-

ency, while relevant
institutions were also
being mobilized to ad-
dress basic problems
faced by residents.

He made it clear
that negligence or un-
necessary delays in
resolving legitimate
public grievances
would not be toler-
ated.

The large public
participation in the
open court demon-
strated the strong and
direct connection be-
tween Haji Ali Madad
Jattak and the people
of his constituency.
Participants appreci-
ated the initiative, say-
ing that such public en-
gagement programs
provide citizens with
direct access to their
elected representa-
tives.

Haji Ali Madad
Jattak reaffirmed that
public service, con-
stituency development
and resolution of legiti-
mate public griev-
ances remain his top
priorities, and all avail-
able resources will be
utilized to achieve
these objectives.

Four Balochistan Students
Selected on Merit for Cadet

Excellence Scholarship 2026 at
Military College Jhelum

EDUCATION DESK:
QUETTA: The
Balochistan Public Ser-
vice Commission (BPSC)
has once again post-
poned interviews for the
posts of Tehsildar (B-16),
leaving candidates frus-
trated, anxious and ques-
tioning the transparency
of a recruitment process
that was already under-
way.

The latest decision
marks the second post-
ponement of the
Tehsildar interviews.
More significantly, the
Commission has halted
the process after more
than half of the sched-
uled interviews had al-
ready been conducted.

In a press release is-
sued on Friday, BPSC
said the ongoing inter-
views had been post-
poned “until further no-
tice”, citing directions
conveyed to the Com-
mission through an offi-
cial communication dated
August 27.

The Commission,
however, did not an-
nounce a fresh schedule
or provide candidates
with a detailed explana-
tion of why the inter-
views were stopped at
such an advanced stage.

The BPSC website
itself records an earlier
postponement of the
Tehsildar interview pro-
cess in December 2025,
highlighting that this is
not the first disruption
candidates have faced.

Candidates left in
uncertainty

The latest  post-
ponement has caused
considerable distress
among candidates, par-
ticularly those who had
already appeared for
their interviews and
those whose interviews
were approaching.

Candidates say the
repeated changes have
made it extremely diffi-
cult to maintain focus
and plan their personal
and professional lives.

“This is not just a
change of date for us.
We have been prepar-
ing for months, and
now, after more than half
of the interviews have
been completed, we are
once again being told to
wait indefinitely,” a can-
didate said.

Another candidate
described the situation
as emotionally exhaust-

ing:
“We prepared for

the interview, appeared
before the Commission
and thought the recruit-
ment process was finally
moving towards comple-
tion.

Now there is no
date, no timeline and no
certainty. This uncer-
tainty is putting enor-
mous psychological
pressure on candi-
dates.”

A third candidate
questioned the decision
to stop the process mid-
way:

“If there was a rea-
son serious enough to
postpone the inter-
views, why was the pro-
cess allowed to continue
until more than half of
the candidates had been
interviewed? Candi-
dates deserve an expla-
nation.”

‘Until further no-

tice’ adds to anxiety
The phrase “until

further notice” has par-
ticularly alarmed candi-
dates because it gives
them no indication of
how long the delay
could last.

For aspirants who
have already invested
months preparing for the
competitive recruitment
process, another open-
ended delay means re-
maining in a state of un-
certainty over their ca-
reers.

Candidates argue
that a public recruitment
body should provide
predictability, transpar-
ency and equal treat-
ment, especially when
interviews have already
been conducted for a
substantial number of
candidates.

Candidates are now
demanding that BPSC
publicly clarify:

Why were the inter-
views postponed for a
second time?

Why was the pro-
cess stopped after more
than half of the inter-
views had been con-
ducted?

Will the interviews
already conducted re-
main valid?

When will the re-
maining interviews re-
sume?

Will the new sched-
ule ensure equal treat-
ment for candidates who
have already appeared
and those still waiting?

The issue is par-
ticularly sensitive be-
cause candidates who
have already appeared
for interviews are now
left wondering whether
the process they partici-
pated in will simply re-
sume from where i t
stopped or whether fur-
ther changes could af-
fect the recruitment ex-
ercise.

Rather than leaving
candidates to speculate,
BPSC needs to provide
a clear explanation and
a definite timetable.

For aspirants who
have already spent
months preparing for
one of the province’s
competitive government
positions, an indefinite
postponement is more
than an administrative
inconvenience, it is a
prolonged source of ca-
reer uncertainty and
psychological stress.

QUETTA: An impor-
tant meeting regarding
the issues, ongoing de-
velopment projects,
and proposed
schemes in Hanna
Wardak was held un-
der the chairmanship
of Quetta Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Mehrullah Badini.

The meeting dis-
cussed various mat-

ters related to the pro-
vision of basic facili-
ties, development
projects, and the over-
all construction and
development of
Hanna Wardak. Par-
ticipants reviewed
measures needed to
improve public ser-

vices and accelerate
development activities
in the area.

Detailed discus-
sions were also held
on the establishment
of a large FC school
in Hanna Wardak,
with officials consider-
ing the proposal and its
potential require-
ments. The meeting
was attended by the

Commandant FC
Ghazaband Scouts,
members of the
Hanna Wardak Com-
mittee, and other rel-
evant officials.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Mehrullah
Badini directed the
concerned authorities

to take necessary
measures for resolving
the issues faced by
residents of Hanna
Wardak and to ensure
effective coordination
among all relevant de-
partments for the
timely implementation
of development
projects.

The Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized

the need for close co-
operation and regular
coordination to ensure
that development ini-
tiatives in Hanna
Wardak move for-
ward effectively and
provide better facili-
ties to the local popu-
lation.

QUETTA: Four talented
students from
Balochistan have been
selected on merit for the
Cadet Excellence Schol-
arship Program 2026 of
the Balochistan Educa-
tion Endowment Fund
(BEEF) to pursue their
education at Military
College Jhelum in
Punjab.

The selected stu-
dents belong to differ-
ent districts of
Balochistan, including
Qila Saifullah, Zhob and
Barkhan, reflecting the
academic potential of
talented youth from
across the province.

Chief Executive Of-
ficer Balochistan Educa-
tion Endowment Fund
(BEEF) Khalid Mandai
congratulated the suc-
cessful students and
their parents,

saying that BEEF
aims to provide talented
youth from Balochistan
with access to quality
educational institutions
and opportunities to fur-
ther develop their aca-
demic,

intellectual and
leadership abilities.

He said the Cadet
Excellence Scholarship
Program had been
launched to provide ca-
pable students with bet-
ter opportunities to ad-
vance on the basis of

their merit and ability.
Khalid Mandai said

BEEF remains committed
to supporting deserving
and talented students
across the province un-
der the principles of
merit and equal opportu-
nity.

and Lead Project is
Pakistan’s first and
largest underground
metal mining project,
established in Tehsil
Kanraj of District
Lasbela, Balochistan,
for the extraction of
zinc and lead.

The project has
been established
through a joint ven-
ture partnership in-
volving the Pakistan
Mineral Development

Corporation (PMDC),
the Government of
Balochistan, and a
Chinese mining com-
pany.

The mine is oper-
ated by MCC Huaye
Duddar Mining Com-
pany (MHD).

Officials briefed
the Commissioner that
the Duddar mine is
Pakistan’s first fully
operational under-
ground metal mining

project.
The extracted ore

is processed to pro-
duce zinc concentrate
and lead concentrate,
which are subse-
quently exported or
further processed.

During the visit,
Commissioner Saira
Atta and the Deputy
Inspector General
(DIG) reviewed the
overall security ar-
rangements at the

project site.
The Commis-

sioner also assessed
safety measures for
workers employed at
the mine and reviewed
matters related to the
project’s CSR initia-
tives.

The Commis-
sioner, along with po-
lice officials, assured
the Duddar Project
management of full
cooperation and sup-
port regarding security
and other administra-
tive matters.

The visit aimed to
strengthen coordina-
tion between the
project management
and government au-
thorities while ensur-
ing the safety of work-
ers, effective security
arrangements, and the
smooth continuation of
mining activities in
Kanraj.

Newly Elected Hindu General Panchayat Cabinet Takes
Oath in Dera Murad Jamali

NASIRABAD: The
newly elected cabinet of
the Hindu General
Panchayat Dera Murad
Jamali took oath at a cer-
emony held in the Hindu
locality of Dera Murad
Jamali , with Deputy
Commissioner Nasirabad
Virender Lal administer-
ing the oath to the newly
elected office-bearers.

A dignified oath-
taking ceremony was or-
ganized by the Hindu
General Panchayat at a
marriage hall in Dera
Murad Jamali. Deputy
Commissioner Nasirabad
Virender Lal was the
chief guest.

During the cer-
emony, the Deputy Com-
missioner administered
the oath to the unani-

mously elected new
cabinet, which will serve
for a three-year term.

The event was at-
tended by prominent
members of the Hindu
community, Panchayat
members, youth, and
people from different
walks of life.

The newly elected
cabinet includes Mukhi
Manik Lal Pariani as
Chairman, Hipal Das
Ajwani as Vice Chair-
man,

Seth Tara Chand
Kalra as President, and
Ghansham Das Kakreja
as Senior Vice Presi-
dent, along with other
office-bearers.

Congratulating the
newly elected cabinet,
Deputy Commissioner

Virender Lal said that an
oath is not merely a col-
lection of words but rep-
resents an important re-
sponsibility, commit-
ment, and symbol of
trust.

He urged the newly
elected office-bearers to
uphold their oath and
play a positive and con-
structive role in promot-
ing the welfare of the
Hindu community, re-
solving collective is-
sues, and securing their
legitimate basic rights.

He said the Hindu
General Panchayat
serves as an important
representative platform
for the community.

Therefore, its cabi-
net members should use
unity, consensus, con-

sultation, and mutual un-
derstanding to raise
community issues be-
fore the relevant forums.

The Deputy Com-
missioner assured the
gathering that the dis-
trict  administration
would also fulfill its re-
sponsibilities in resolv-
ing public issues and
addressing the legiti-
mate concerns faced by
the minority community.

Focus on Educa-
tion and Skills for Youth
Deputy Commissioner
Virender Lal emphasized
that, considering the
prevailing national situ-
ation and the demands
of the modern era, higher
education is essential
for the younger genera-
tion.

He encouraged
young people to focus
on their education, ac-
quire modern knowl-
edge and technical skills,
and utilize their abilities
positively to contribute
to the development of
society and the country.

He observed that
minority communities
constitute an important
part of Pakistan's popu-
lation and that members
of the Hindu community
have historically made
significant contribu-
tions to business and
trade.

However, he noted
that the present era is
characterized by compe-
tition, modern educa-
tion, technology, and
professional skills.

GWADAR: The Dis-
trict Administration
Gwadar has directed
all fishermen operating
within the maritime
limits of Gwadar dis-
trict to obtain fishing
licenses within 15 days
and ensure mandatory
verification of their
boats’ registration.

According to a
press release issued by
the Gwadar District
Administration on the
directives of the Gov-
ernment of
Balochistan, all fisher-
men engaged in fishing
activities in Gwadar’s
territorial waters have
been instructed to con-

tact the Gwadar Fish-
eries Department of-
fice within the stipu-
lated period. Fisheries
Department officials
warned that fisher-
men who fail to obtain
the required fishing li-
cense or complete
verification of their
boat registration
within 15 days will

face legal action in ac-
cordance with the rel-
evant rules and regu-
lations. The authorities
made it clear that fish-
ing without a valid li-
cense will not be per-
mitted in the maritime
limits of Gwadar dis-
trict. All fishermen
have therefore been
advised to contact the

Fisheries Department
office within the speci-
fied timeframe to
avoid legal action and
other difficulties.

They have also
been directed to com-
plete all necessary for-
malities related to ob-
taining fishing licenses
and verifying their
boats’ registration.

According to the
Fisheries Department,
the initiative aims to
protect marine re-
sources, regulate the
fishing sector, and en-
sure effective imple-
mentation of appli-
cable laws and regu-
lations within the mari-
time boundaries of
Gwadar.
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NA approves special probe for PIMS incident,
Kamal vows no one responsible will be spared

Pakistan, Kuwait protocol agreement
builds on 2023 defence pact

Two more trains derail in Punjab, exposing
railways ‘infrastructure issues’

PM Shehbaz urges Pakistan, Saudi Arabia to
deepen economic, agricultural ties

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday said Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia
should focus on “deep-
ening economic and ag-
riculture ties” to turn
their longstanding rela-
tionship into a stronger
trade and investment
partnership, the Prime
Minister’s Office said.

Last year, Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia
signed a landmark "Stra-
tegic Mutual Defence
Agreement", declaring
that "any aggression
against either country
shall be considered an
aggression against
both". On August 7, Pa-
kistan, Saudi Arabia and
Turkiye formalised their
longstanding strategic
relationship through the
newly signed "Makkah
Joint Defence Agree-
ment", a trilateral secu-
rity framework that its
proponents describe as
a defensive arrangement
aimed at strengthening
collective deterrence,
enhancing military coop-
eration and promoting
regional stability.

PM Shehbaz made
the remarks during a
meeting with Saudi Min-
ister for Environment,
Water and Agriculture
Engineer Abdulrahman
bin Abdulmohsen Al-
Fadley at  the Prime
Minister ’s House in
Islamabad.

Welcoming the
Saudi minister, the prime

minister reaffirmed the
“deep-rooted, fraternal
ties” between Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia and
conveyed his “warmest
regards” to Saudi King
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

PM Shehbaz said

The prime minister
said this would help
“translate their
longstanding relation-
ship into a stronger, mu-
tually beneficial trade
and investment partner-
ship”. He also ex-
pressed satisfaction at
the “constructive en-
gagement between the

the recently signed
Makkah Joint Defence
Agreement between
Saudi Arabia, Turkiye
and Pakistan had
“brought the three coun-
tries even closer to-
gether” and had “sent a
message of unity and
peace throughout the
region”.

He said that,  as
“strategic partners”, Pa-
kistan and Saudi Arabia
needed to “focus their
energies towards deep-
ening economic and ag-
riculture ties”.

two sides”, particularly
over the export of agri-
cultural products from
Pakistan to Saudi Arabia.

The two sides dis-
cussed ways to enhance
agricultural productivity
in Pakistan through the
use of “technology, re-
search & development
and more efficient use of
water resources”, ac-
cording to the PMO.

PM Shehbaz also
announced that a del-
egation of agricultural
experts from Pakistan
would “soon visit

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 89/2026

Habib Bank Limited
Turbat Branch. Plaintiff

VERSUS

Khursheed Ahmed S/o Katay Khan.
R/O: Shapuk, P.O Turbat, District Kech.
CNIC No: 52203-1001797-5.
Cell No: 0333-3123132.               Borrower/Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF Rs: 1,270,034/- ALONG WITH COST OF FUND
AND COST OF SUIT, SUIT U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908.

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for Rs: 1,270,034/- balance of prin-
cipal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be obtained from this
court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty)
days, from the service hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within such time
to cause an appearance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration of
such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported by an
affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or
i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date of
hearing is 15-09-2026 at Hub.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 27  day of August, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta

th

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 90/2026

Habib Bank Limited
Mission Road Branch Quetta. Plaintiff

VERSUS

Khuram Yaqoob S/o Yaqoob Manzoor.
R/O: Street No.2. Essa Nagri, Sabzal Road, Quetta.
CNIC No: 54400-4433717-5.
Cell No: 0332-3657618.               Borrower/Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF Rs: 546,813/- ALONG WITH COST OF FUND
AND COST OF SUIT, SUIT U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908.

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for Rs: 546,813/- balance of princi-
pal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be obtained from this
court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty)
days, from the service hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within such time
to cause an appearance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration of
such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported by an
affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or
i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date of
hearing is 29-09-2026.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 27 day of August, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta

th

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 91/2026

Habib Bank Limited
Pishin Branch. Plaintiff

VERSUS

Khalid Shahzad S/o Muhammad Zafar Anwer.
R/O: Teachers Coloney, Band Road, Pishin.
CNIC No: 54400-4661227-3.
Cell No: 0331-0339120.             Borrower/Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF Rs: 845,896/- ALONG WITH COST OF FUND
AND COST OF SUIT, SUIT U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
(RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908.

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for Rs: 845,896/- balance of princi-
pal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be obtained from this
court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30 (thirty)
days, from the service hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within such time
to cause an appearance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration of
such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported by an
affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or
i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date of
hearing is 29-09-2026.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 27 day of August, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta

th

BEFORE THE JUDGE BANKING COURT QUETTA DISTRICT
COURT/KACHEHRY SHARA-E-IQBAL QUETTA

               SUIT NO. 90/2026

Habib Bank Limited
Chaman Branch. Plaintiff

VERSUS

Ghulam Qasim S/o Aashiq Hussain.
R/O: Noor Muhammad Street, Lan No: 3, H. No: 132,
Muhallah Gulistan Colony, Rawalpindi.
CNIC No: 36302-6273166-1.
Cell No: 0332-8708121.

Permanent Address: Jan Muhammad Colony. Masoom Shah Road,
H.No 255/9 Street, No: B-2 Multan Cantt,
Tehsil and District Multan.               Borrower/Defendant

SUIT FOR RECOVERY OF Rs: 1,573,941/41- SUIT U/S 9 OF FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS (RECOVERY OF FINANCES) ORDINANCE, 2001.

NOTICE UNDER FORM IV APPENDIX B OF C.P.C. 1908.

Notice to: - The above noted defendant.

WHEREAS the plaintiff has instituted a suit against you under section 9(5) of the
Banking Companies Ordinance XLVI of 2001 for Rs: 1,573,941/41-balance of
principal & interest/mark up/rent due to him of which copy can be obtained from
this court, on or, hereby summoned to obtain leave from the court within 30
(thirty) days, from the service hereof to appear and defend the suit, and within
such time to cause an appearance to be entered for you.

In the default whereof the plaintiff will be entitled at any time after expiration of
such 30 (thirty) days to obtain decree as prayed in the plaint.

Leave to appear may be obtained on an application to the court supported by an
affidavit or declaration showing that there is defense to the suit on the merits, or
i.e. if, it reasonable that you should be allowed to appear in the suit. Date of
hearing is 29-09-2026.

GIVEN under my hand and seal of the court, this 28 day of August, 2026.

                     (SAIFULLAH KHAN)
Registrar

                      Banking Court Quetta

th

Riyadh to carry forward
these discussions” and
help “realise the full po-
tential of this partner-
ship”.

The Saudi minister
thanked the prime min-
ister for the “warm hos-
pitality” extended to him
and his delegation and
reaffirmed Saudi

Arabia’s commitment to
“deepening cooperation
with Pakistan” in agricul-
ture, water and food se-
curity.

Federal ministers
Rana Tanveer Hussain,
Mohammad Aurangzeb,
Atta Tarar, Jam Kamal
Khan, Musadik Malik,
Junaid Anwar Chaudhry,
Syed Tauqir Shah and
Bilal Azhar Kiyani, Spe-
cial Assistant to the
Prime Minister Tariq
Fatemi and senior gov-
ernment officials also
attended the meeting.

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
and Kuwait signed the
“Protocol Agreement
2026” to further
strengthen bilateral de-
fence cooperation, with
sources describing the
accord as an extension
of an existing defence
agreement between the
two countries.

According to
sources, the agreement
reflected the
longstanding “brotherly
relations” between Paki-
stan and Kuwait and
their shared commitment
to deepening defence
ties.

Sources said the
protocol built upon the
Agreement for Defence
Cooperation signed in
2023, which was subse-
quently ratified by Ku-
wait in 2026.

The new agreement
translated the
longstanding trust be-

tween the two countries
into stronger institu-
tional and operational
cooperation,  sources
said, adding that the re-
lationship was also dem-
onstrated during and af-
ter the First Gulf War.

The protocol pro-
vided a formal institu-
tional framework for ex-
panding defence coop-
eration, strengthening
military-to-military link-
ages and enhancing en-

gagement in areas in-
cluding military training
and deployment, ac-
cording to sources.

Sources stressed
that the agreement was
not linked to any other
bilateral or multilateral
arrangement and should
be viewed exclusively
within the framework of
Pakistan-Kuwait de-
fence relations.

They described the
protocol as essentially

an extension of the 2023
Agreement for Defence
Cooperation, providing
the mechanism required
for its effective imple-
mentation.

The agreement,
therefore, represented
another step towards
institutionalising and
further strengthening
the longstanding de-
fence partnership be-
tween Pakistan and Ku-
wait, sources said.

NEWS DESK: Parlia-
ment on Friday unani-
mously approved the
formation of a special
committee to investigate
the deaths of 14 new-
borns in a fire at
Islamabad’s Pakistan In-
stitute of Medical Sci-
ences (PIMS), with Law
Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar proposing a joint
parliamentary forum and
Health Minister Mustafa
Kamal vowing that “not
a single person” respon-
sible would be spared.

On early Wednes-
day morning, a fire broke
out on the third floor of
the Mother and Child
Hospital at PIMS. Fifteen
newborns were in the
ward at the time. Four-
teen suffered severe
burns and later died,
while one child survived
and was rescued.

The deaths have re-
newed scrutiny of fire-
safety measures at
healthcare facilities, in-
cluding the availability
of firefighting equip-
ment,

emergency exits

and hospitals’ prepared-
ness to respond to such
emergencies.

Tarar, speaking in
the National Assembly
(NA), proposed that a
special parliamentary
committee be consti-
tuted under the author-
ity of the Speaker, argu-
ing that the Senate and
NA should not conduct
separate inquiries into
the same incident.

“Two committees
sitting separately can, at
times, mean that you are
unable to look at the
matter properly,” Tarar
said, adding that the
Senate had also pro-
posed a special parlia-
mentary committee.

He appealed to the
opposition to participate
in the proceedings de-
spite its political differ-
ences:

“You have parlia-
mentary oversight; look
at that as well and play
your role.”

Tarar said he had
moved a proposal under
the rules for the forma-
tion of a special commit-
tee before the speaker,
which would have the
authority to make
changes to its composi-
tion and terms of refer-
ence where necessary.

NEWS DESK: In yet
another major accident,
Yousafwala coal train
derailed near Firoza Rail-
way Station (between
Khanpur and Liaqatpur)
after it ran into the sand
hump on the loopline,
apparently due to weak
brakes or driver not ap-
plying brakes timely.

On the other hand,
a passenger train (Rawal
Express) derailed near
Kala Gujran in Jhelum
district  on the Main
Line-1 (Lahore-
Rawalpindi track), dis-
rupting the railway op-
erations.

In the first incident,
11 wagons of a goods
train, along with its lo-
comotive, derailed near
Feroza Railway Station
of tehsil Liaqatpur.

Reports said the
goods train carrying
coal for Sahiwal coal
power plant was coming
from Karachi when the
accident happened.

11 wagons of
Yousafwala coal train
derail near Liaqatpur;
fourth crash involving
the train in about two
months; Rawal Express
derails near Jhelum

from Samasatta Railway
Station was dispatched
to the accident site for
removal of the wagons
and repair of the track.
The work was underway
till filing of this report at
11pm.

“The up track near
Feroza will take several
hours to pass the trains.
However, all the trains
(up/down) are being
passed onto the down
track,” a railway official
said. The railways CEO
was not available for
comments.

“The train opera-
tion, especially on the
main line (within Multan,
Sukkur and Karachi di-
vision) continues to be
carried out since long
without mitigating vari-
ous operational issues,
posing serious threats
to safety of passengers,
crew and infrastruc-
ture,” an official source
in the railways told
Dawn.

“This is happening
just because of the out-
l ived railway track,
faulty rolling stock, hu-
man error and a couple
of other issues,” he
added, demanding the

tion). The situation led
to suspension of rail traf-
fic for at least five hours
on the main line, strand-
ing the passengers in
the hot weather condi-
tions. Several passen-
gers reportedly left the
train and boarded the
road transport to reach
their destinations.

Almost seven rail
derailments and acci-
dents were reported re-
garding other trains be-
sides the Yousafwala
coal train from July 5 to
Aug 5, disrupting train

operations.
On July 5,  the

Karachi-bound Shalimar
Express had derailed
near Khanewal. A Bulleh
Shah passenger coach
derailed in Lahore on
July 20 while July 22 saw
another major derailment
when Hazara Express’
four passenger coaches
derailed near the Karachi
Cantt Railway station.
On July 28, the Lahore-
bound Tezgam derailed
between Hyderabad-
Kotri sections while the
same day.

railways minister and
other senior officers
concerned to take steps
in this regard.

“If this continues,
the nation may witness
major fatal accidents in
the future,” he warned.

This was the fourth
accident of the same
coal train since July 10
this year. On July 10, the
Yousafwala (Sahiwal)
coal train derailed near
Harappa station, block-
ing the upward rail traf-
fic on the mainline. Simi-
larly, on July 19, the
same train’s several coal-
laden wagons derailed
near Wahab Shah Sta-
tion in Sindh, blocking
both up and down tracks
and rail traffic for over
24 hours. On July 29, the
Yousafwala coal train
had yet another acci-
dent at Jangshahi Rail-
way Station when its
driver reportedly failed
to stop the train at the
station which also ran
into the sand hump on
the loopline.

In the second inci-
dent on Thursday,
Lahore-bound Rawal
Express’s locomotive
and two coaches de-
railed near Kala Gujran
on the main l ine-1
(Rawalpindi-Lahore sec-

According to rail-
way sources, the train,
Up YSW-C 9042, loaded
with 3,300 tonne coal
passed safely from Jetha
Bhutta Railway Station
at 12pm. But at 12:25, the
guard received informa-
tion that its 11 wagons
had derailed near Feroza
station. Most of railway
wagons were badly dam-
aged but the locomotive
drivers as well as the
guard remained safe.

Due to the accident,
railway traffic was sus-
pended on the up track
and all trains coming
from Karachi were di-
verted to the down
track. Sources said the
accident happened after
overshoot of the train
and the unchanged
point. However, another
source held the faulty
brake system of the train
a major reason behind
this accident.

“When there will be
dome, dummy wagons
(the wagons having no
or less/inadequate
brakes) in the rake, the
train cannot be stopped
by the driver even
though he applies
brakes,” he said while
speaking to Dawn.

The sources said
that a relief/rescue train


