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Rs352.8m Allocated for
Additional Classrooms in

Quetta, Pishin Schools

EDUCATION DESK:

The Balochistan Education De-
partment has allocated Rs352.8
million for the construction of
additional classrooms at 10
schools in Quetta and Pishin,
with Rs125.8 million released un-
der the second, third and fourth
phases of the project.

Education Secretary Lal Jan
Jaffar distributed cheques to 10
Parent-Teacher School Manage-
ment Committees (PTSMCs) dur-
ing a ceremony held in Quetta on
Wednesday.

Jaffar reviewed the con-
struction progress of each
school and stressed the need to
maintain transparency, quality
and timely completion of the ad-
ditional-room construction
project.

Officials briefed the secre-
tary that the next instalment is re-
leased only after the quality of
construction is inspected and the
completed work is verified. Tech-
nical staff of the PTSMU and
implementation partners are

monitoring the projects to ensure
compliance with social and tech-
nical standards.

The education secretary ap-
preciated the PPMU team for
maintaining transparency and
construction quality. He also
praised Project Director
Najeebullah Tareen for his efforts
to ensure progress on the school
infrastructure project.

PTSMC chairpersons and
head teachers expressed satisfac-
tion with the initiative and pre-
sented issues and recommenda-
tions related to their respective
schools.

The education secretary dis-
cussed the concerns with PTSMC
representatives and later held a
detailed meeting with Project Di-
rector Najeebullah Tareen to re-
view the overall progress of the
project.

The ceremony concluded
with the presentation of a com-
memorative shield to the educa-
tion secretary, followed by a
group photograph with the
project director, PTSMC regional
coordinators and engineers.
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QASEEM SHAH:

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti re-
affirmed his government’s
commitment to transparency,
stating that political pressure
will never compromise
meritocracy in the province’s
public sector, particularly in
healthcare.

He made these remarks
during a meeting with a high-
level delegation led by Dr.
Abdul Bari Khan, President of
the Indus Hospital & Health
Network (IHHN), and Plan-
ning Commission Member
Shabana Haider.

Provincial Health Minister
Bakht Muhammad Kakar and
Health Secretary Mujeeb-ur-
Rehman Panizai were also
present.

The discussions focused
on joint healthcare initiatives,
expanding quality medical ser-
vices across Balochistan, and
operationalizing IHHN-backed
medical facilities in Bekar,
Dera Bugti.

Addressing the delegation,
Chief Minister Bugti empha-
sized that providing accessible,
top-tier medical care to under-
privileged communities re-
mains the provincial
administration’s primary duty.

He noted that upgrading
healthcare requires more than
modern machinery and facili-
ties—it demands skilled, com-
petent human resources.

”We will operate strictly on
merit,” Bugti stated.

“I am prepared to face
political pressure, but there will
be zero compromise on
meritocracy.”

He added that the Chief

WEB DESK:

QUETTA: The three-day
Pashtun Qaumi Jirga con-
cluded in Quetta with promi-
nent leader Mahmood Khan
Achakzai urging unity among
Pashtuns, adherence to the
Constitution, and sustainable
protection for political and eco-
nomic rights across local com-
munities.

Addressing the gathering,
Mahmood Khan Achakzai
stated that the political and
socio-economic challenges
facing Balochistan and
Pashtun-majority areas cannot
be solved by a single group or
individual, emphasizing collec-
tive action and public consul-
tation.

He framed the Pashtun
Qaumi Jirga as an inclusive
representative assembly dedi-
cated to the future, well-being,
and rights of the Pashtun
people.

Achakzai emphasized na-
tional equality, stating that Pa-
kistan belongs to all its constitu-
ent groups under equal stand-
ing.

He reiterated that peace-
ful dialogue and democratic
processes remain the only sus-
tainable paths to long-term sta-
bility and progress.

Rejecting negative stereo-
types, the leader characterized
the Pashtun community as
peaceful, hospitable, and law-
abiding.

He advocated for peace-
building measures to secure

regional territories.
Addressing civic concerns

in Balochistan, Achakzai ex-
pressed concern over extor-
tion, kidnappings, and local vio-
lence, stressing that civil gov-
ernance and public trust must
be reinforced to safeguard citi-
zens.

He highlighted that
broader stability depends on
constitutional supremacy, par-
liamentary sovereignty, judicial
independence, and respect for
the democratic franchise.

Recognizing public man-

dates, he noted, remains criti-
cal for economic confidence
and governance.

Highlighting natural
Pashtun resources and min-
eral wealth—including coal,
copper, gold, and lithium—
Achakzai urged that local
populations benefit primarily
from these assets through
transparent, consensus-based
arrangements.

“Our land is rich in min-
eral potential, yet our youth feel
compelled to seek opportuni-
ties abroad,” he said, calling for

greater alignment between re-
gional assets and local eco-
nomic growth.

On regional policy and Pa-
kistan Afghanistan relations,
Achakzai linked stability in Af-
ghanistan directly to peace in
neighboring areas.

He encouraged construc-
tive Pakistan Afghanistan re-
lations based on mutual re-
spect, while urging measures
to streamline legal trade, fam-
ily visits, and cross-border com-
mercial ties between the two
nations.

Minister’s Secretariat main-
tains a strict policy against of-
ficial favors or political inter-
vention in appointments, ensur-

ing complete operational
transparency.The Chief Min-
ister also welcomed public-pri-
vate partnerships, noting that

collaborating with organizations
like the Indus Hospital Net-
work is key to extending spe-
cialized healthcare to remote

and underserved rural districts.
The delegation reviewed

various proposals on staff
training, facility management,

and future collaborative frame-
works aimed at strengthening
the provincial healthcare sys-
tem.
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Soil Erosion in Bolan, Balochistan: When the Land We
Depend On Begins to Disappear

By Ayesha Tanveer:
In the valleys of Bolan,
the land tells a story that
is easy to miss if we only
look at the surface. The
mountains stand tall, the
valleys stretch across
the landscape, and farm-
ers continue to work the
soil as their families have
done for generations.
But beneath this familiar
picture, something is
changing. Little by little,
the soil that supports
agriculture and rural life
is being washed away
by sudden floods, car-
ried off by strong winds
and weakened by years
of pressure on the land.

Soil erosion may
not happen overnight,
and it rarely makes head-
lines. Yet for the people
who depend on the land,
its effects are real. A
field that once produced
a reasonable harvest
may gradually become
less productive. A farmer
who once relied on rain
and traditional methods
may find that the same
approach no longer
works. For communities
in Bolan, soil erosion is
becoming more than an
environmental con-
cern—it is increasingly
a threat to agriculture,
livelihoods and the fu-
ture of rural life.

A Fragile Land Un-
der Pressure

Balochistan is
Pakistan’s largest prov-
ince by area, covering
nearly 44 percent of the
country’s land. Yet only
a small portion of this
vast region is suitable
for cultivation. In places
like Bolan, farming has
always depended on a
delicate relationship be-
tween soil, rainfall, wa-
ter availability and tradi-
tional knowledge.

That relationship is
now under growing
pressure Bolan lies in an
arid to semi-arid region
where rainfall is limited
and unpredictable. Farm-
ers can experience long
dry periods followed by
sudden and intense rain-
fall. Instead of slowly
soaking into the ground,
heavy rain can rush
through valleys and
fields, creating flash
floods that carry away
the most valuable layer

of soil.
This is one of the

greatest problems with
soil erosion: the soil that
disappears first is often
the soil that agriculture
needs the most.

The topsoil con-
tains organic matter and
nutrients essential for
healthy crops. Once it is
washed away, rebuild-
ing it can take years,
sometimes decades.

When Rain Be-
comes a Threat Rain is
essential for life and ag-
riculture, but in Bolan,
the way rain arrives can
sometimes be as impor-
tant as how much rain
falls.

After months of
dryness, the soil may
become hard and vul-
nerable. When intense
rainfall suddenly arrives,
water can move rapidly
across the surface in-
stead of being absorbed
into the ground. In the
mountainous terrain of
Bolan,  steep slopes
make this runoff even
faster.The result can be
devastating. Water cuts
through fields, carries
soil downhill and depos-
its sediment in streams
and irrigation channels.
What begins as erosion
on a hillside can even-
tually contribute to
blocked waterways, in-
creased flood risks and
damage to agricultural
land.

This creates a diffi-
cult cycle: dry condi-
tions weaken the land,
intense rainfall removes
the soil, and the loss of
soil makes the land even
more vulnerable the next
time heavy rain arrives.

Human Activities
Are Making the Problem
Worse

Nature is not the
only factor behind the
changing landscape.
Human activities have
also played an important
role.

Vegetation is one of
the land’s natural de-
fenses against erosion.
Trees,  shrubs and
grasses help hold soil
together through their
roots and reduce the
speed at which rainwa-
ter flows across the
ground. When vegeta-
tion is removed, the soil

is left exposed.
In many areas, trees

and shrubs are cut for
fuelwood and construc-
tion. Over time, the loss
of vegetation leaves hill-
sides and open land
more vulnerable to wind
and water.

Livestock grazing is
another important part of
life in Bolan, but too
much grazing can place
enormous pressure on
fragile rangelands.
Goats, sheep and cattle
depend on these lands
for food, while local fami-
lies depend on livestock
for income and survival.
The problem arises
when grazing becomes
excessive and vegeta-
tion does not have
enough time to recover.

Without sufficient
grass and shrub cover,
the soil is exposed. Re-
peated movement of ani-
mals can also compact
the ground, making it
harder for rainwater to
enter the soil. More wa-
ter then flows across the
surface, taking soil with
it.Farming Practices and
the Loss of Fertility

Farmers in Bolan are
working under difficult
circumstances. Water is
scarce, rainfall is uncer-
tain and access to mod-

ern agricultural  re-
sources can be limited.
Many farming practices
have developed out of
necessity rather than
choice.

However, some tra-
ditional and intensive
practices can uninten-
tionally contribute to
soil degradation. Re-
peated deep ploughing
can disturb soil struc-
ture, while limited crop
rotation and a lack of or-
ganic matter can gradu-
ally weaken the soil.

In areas where farm-
ers struggle to find
enough fodder for live-
stock, crop residues may
be removed from fields
instead of being left to
protect the soil. As a re-
sult, fields can remain
exposed for long peri-
ods.

The consequences
become visible over
time. As fertile topsoil
disappears,  the soil
loses nutrients and or-
ganic matter. Crops may
grow less vigorously,
and harvests may de-
cline. For a small farmer,
this is not simply a num-
ber on a production
chart. A smaller harvest
can mean less food for
the family, less income
and greater difficulty

paying for seeds, fertil-
izer and other agricul-
tural expenses.

The Hidden Cost of
Declining Soil Fertility

Healthy soil does
more than provide nutri-
ents to crops. It also acts
like a natural reservoir,
holding water and mak-
ing it available to plants
during dry periods.

When erosion re-
moves organic matter
and damages soil struc-
ture, the land becomes
less capable of retaining
moisture. In a dry region
like Bolan, this can be
particularly damaging.

Farmers may then
turn increasingly to
chemical fertilizers to
compensate for declin-
ing fertility.

Fertilizers can help
crops in the short term,
but they cannot replace
the lost structure and
organic matter of healthy
soil. They can also in-
crease production costs
for farmers who are al-
ready financially vulner-
able.

This can create a dif-
ficult cycle:Soil erosion
reduces fertility ? crop
yields decline ? farmers
spend more on inputs ?
production costs in-
crease ? household in-

come falls ? poverty and
economic pressure grow.

Breaking this cycle
requires restoring the
health of the soil itself
rather than relying only
on short-term solutions.

The Problem Does
Not Stop at the Farm

The effects of ero-
sion do not remain within
the boundaries of agri-
cultural fields.

When soil  is
washed away, it often
ends up in rivers, streams
and irrigation channels.
Over time, this sediment
can reduce water storage
capacity and interfere
with irrigation systems.

Sedimentation can
also increase flood risks
during heavy rainfall. At
the same time, the loss
of vegetation can dam-
age natural habitats and
reduce biodiversity.

If degradation con-
tinues for years without
intervention, productive
land may gradually be-
come severely degraded
and increasingly diffi-
cult to cultivate. For
Balochistan, where cul-
tivable land is already
limited, losing even more
agricultural land could
have serious conse-
quences.

A Crisis That Af-

fects People, Not Just
Soil Perhaps the most
overlooked aspect of
soil erosion is its human
cost.

For many families in
rural Bolan, agriculture
and livestock are not
simply occupations.
They are a way of life.
When the land becomes
less productive, the ef-
fects reach directly into
people’s homes.

Lower crop yields
can reduce household
income and increase
food insecurity. Families
may become more de-
pendent on outside food
supplies or government
assistance. As farming
becomes less reliable,
young people may leave
villages and move to-
ward urban areas in
search of better oppor-
tunities.

Over time, environ-
mental degradation can
therefore contribute to
social change and migra-
tion.

This is why soil ero-
sion should not be
treated as an isolated en-
vironmental issue. It is
connected to poverty,
food security, employ-
ment, migration and the
long-term stability of ru-
ral communities.

There Is Still Time
to Act There are practi-
cal steps that can make
a difference. Farmers
can adopt conservation
agriculture techniques
such as reduced tillage,
crop rotation and retain-
ing crop residues. Add-
ing organic matter to the
soil  can improve its
structure and help it re-
tain moisture.

Restoring vegeta-
tion is equally important.
Planting native trees,
shrubs and grasses can
help stabilize slopes and
protect the land from
erosion.

Grazing also needs
to be managed carefully.
Controlled grazing sys-
tems can give damaged
rangelands time to re-
cover while still allowing
communities to maintain
their livestock.

Water management
offers another important
opportunity. Small check
dams, rainwater harvest-
ing systems and im-

proved irrigation meth-
ods can slow down run-
off, capture water and
reduce soil loss. These
measures can be particu-
larly valuable in areas
where every drop of wa-
ter matters.

But no solution will
work without the in-
volvement of the people
who live on the land.

Farmers, livestock
owners and local com-
munities must be part of
the decision-making
process. They under-
stand their environment,
its challenges and its
changing conditions.
Government insti tu-
tions, agricultural ex-
perts and development
organizations can sup-
port them with technical
knowledge, training and
resources, but long-term
success will depend on
local participation.

Conclusion
Soil  erosion in

Bolan is a quiet crisis,
but its consequences
are anything but small.
Every layer of fertile soil
that disappears repre-
sents a loss of agricul-
tural potential. Every
degraded field puts ad-
ditional pressure on a
farmer. Every damaged
hillside increases the
vulnerability of commu-
nities to floods and land
degradation.

The challenge is
becoming more urgent
as climate change, water
scarcity and extreme
weather place additional
pressure on already frag-
ile landscapes.

Protecting Bolan’s
soil therefore means pro-
tecting much more than
farmland. It means pro-
tecting the food security
and livelihoods of fami-
lies who depend on ag-
riculture. It means pre-
serving the natural envi-
ronment and reducing
the risk of future land
degradation.

The soil beneath
our feet may seem ordi-
nary, but for the people
of Bolan, it is the foun-
dation of their lives.

Saving that soil is
not just an environmen-
tal responsibility. It is an
investment in the future
of Bolan and the people
who call it home.

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma
Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent to
global carbon emis-
sions, yet it consistently
ranks among the coun-
tries most exposed to cli-
mate-induced disasters.
This imbalance is not
merely an environmental
concern; it reflects gov-
ernance dilemma rooted
in a weak institutional
coordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and wa-
ter insecurity demon-
strate its far-reaching
global consequences.
Since these impacts tran-
scend national borders,
climate change is inher-
ently a global challenge.
Along with other devel-
oping nations, Pakistan
remains highly vulner-
able.  In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth warm-
est year in the last 64
years, with an average
temperature of 23.52°C
and rainfall levels 31 per-
cent above the historical
average. This highlights
the urgency of collec-
tive international action.

For Pakistan, how-

ever, climate vulnerabil-
ity is compounded by
governance constraints.
Fragmented institutional
coordination,  weak
policy implementation,

and limited emphasis on
adaptation have reduced
the state’s capacity to
respond effectively.
Consequently, the cli-
mate crisis in Pakistan re-

flects not only environ-
mental stress but also
persistent governance
failures. Climate change
refers to long-term shifts
in global weather pat-

terns and temperatures,
primarily driven by hu-
man activities.

According to
United Nations find-
ings, excessive green-

house gas emissions
have intensified heat re-
tention in the atmo-
sphere. Gases such as
carbon dioxide, methane,
and nitrous oxide have

thickened the atmo-
spheric blanket, largely
due to deforestation,
fossil fuel consumption,
and rapid industrializa-
tion.

One of the most vis-
ible consequences of cli-
mate change is rising
global temperatures.

The Copernicus
Climate Change Service
reported that average
global temperatures in
2024 exceeded pre-in-
dustrial levels by 1.52°C.
This warming has inten-
sified heatwaves, pro-
longed droughts, and
increased wildfire risks.
Rising temperatures
have also disrupted
weather systems, lead-
ing to irregular rainfall,
intense storms, and
stronger hurricanes.

Another major con-
sequence is sea-level
rise. Oceans absorb
nearly 90 percent of ex-
cess heat caused by
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, leading to thermal
expansion.  Simulta-
neously, melting glaciers
and ice sheets contrib-
ute to rising sea levels.

According to Ency-
clopedia Britannica, glo-
bal sea levels have risen
by approximately 21 to
25 centimeters since
1880, threatening coastal
livelihoods and infra-
structure.  Climate
change has also intensi-
fied water scarcity, a
growing global concern.
Pakistan is already a wa-
ter-stressed country,
and climate variability
has further exacerbated
this challenge.
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DC Sohbatpur Reviews Educational Affairs, Suspends
Absent Teacher and Launches Tree Plantation Drive

Chief Secretary Balochistan Reviews Administrative
Performance, Vacancies and Public Service Delivery

Babar Khan Directs C&W Department to Accelerate
Strategic Infrastructure Projects in Balochistan

Commissioner Lasbela
Reviews Development Projects
and Public Services in Awaran

Balochistan Local Government Secretary Reviews Funding and
Progress of Quetta Solid Waste Management Project

DC Duki Conducts Surprise
Inspections of Government Offices

and Educational Institutions

DC Quetta Meets UNDP
Representatives to Review

Ongoing Development Project
QUETTA: Deputy
Commissioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini held
a meeting with repre-
sentatives of the
United Nations Devel-
opment Programme

(UNDP) to discuss an
ongoing project and its
related activities.

Officials associ-
ated with the project
also attended the
meeting.

During the meet-
ing, UNDP represen-
tatives gave the
Deputy Commissioner
a detailed briefing on
the ongoing project, its

implementation status
and related activities.

The UNDP repre-
sentatives appreciated
the cooperation ex-
tended by the Quetta
District Administra-

tion, describing the
support provided by
the administration as
commendable.

They said collabo-
ration with the district
administration would
continue to ensure the
successful completion
of the project.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini as-

SOHBATPUR: Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Sohbatpur Fareeda
Tarin, accompanied by
the District Education
Officer, visited Govern-
ment Boys High School
Adam Pur and Govern-
ment Girls High School
Daud Khiazai to review
educational affairs,
teaching activities and
school facilities. She
also formally inaugu-
rated a tree plantation
campaign at Govern-
ment Boys High School
Adam Pur.

During the visits,
the Deputy Commis-
sioner reviewed the edu-
cational environment,
teaching activities, at-
tendance of teachers,
students’ academic per-
formance, cleanliness
and other administrative
matters. School adminis-
trations and teachers
briefed the Deputy Com-
missioner on ongoing
educational activities as
well as issues and chal-
lenges faced by the in-
stitutions.

Fareeda Tarin in-

QUETTA: Chief Secre-
tary Balochistan Shakil
Qadir Khan chaired an
important meeting of the
Secretaries Committee to
review administrative
performance, develop-
ment projects, staff at-
tendance, vacant posts
and public service deliv-
ery across the province.

All administrative
secretaries and divi-
sional commissioners
participated in the meet-
ing through video link.

The meeting re-
viewed various matters
related to provincial ad-
ministrative perfor-
mance, progress on de-
velopment projects, en-
suring the attendance of
officers and staff in gov-
ernment offices, vacant
positions and the effec-
tive provision of public
services.

The issue of con-
demnation of govern-
ment vehicles belonging
to different departments

was also discussed.
Officials reviewed

the current condition of
government vehicles,
identified vehicles that
were no longer service-
able and examined pro-
cedures for their con-
demnation or auction in
accordance with appli-
cable rules and regula-
tions.

The meeting also
considered details of va-
cant positions in various
departments, employees
awaiting promotion and
matters relating to initial
recruitment.

It was emphasized
that vacancies, promo-
tions and recruitment
should be processed
strictly in accordance
with rules, merit and prin-

ciples of transparency
so that departmental
performance is not af-
fected.

Chief Secretary
Shakil Qadir Khan di-
rected the concerned au-
thorities to ensure imple-
mentation of decisions
taken during the meeting
within the stipulated
timeframe.

He instructed all
secretaries to ensure the
timely and regular atten-
dance of employees in
their attached depart-
ments so that public fa-
cili ties and services
could be delivered effi-
ciently and without un-
necessary delays.

The Chief Secre-
tary stressed that an ef-
fective attendance sys-

tem, responsible super-
vision and legal action
against absentee em-
ployees would help im-
prove transparency in
government services
and strengthen public
confidence.

Right to Informa-
tion and Departmental
Websites Chief Secre-
tary Shakil Qadir Khan
directed all secretaries to
immediately appoint a
Principal Information
Officer (PIO) in their re-
spective departments
under the Right to Infor-
mation law.

He said cit izens
have the right to access
public information and
the appointment of des-
ignated information of-
ficers would help ensure

timely disposal of infor-
mation requests while
strengthening transpar-
ency, accountability and
public trust in govern-
ment affairs.

He also directed all
secretaries to make their
respective departmental
websites fully functional
and regularly updated
so that important infor-
mation could reach the
public in a timely man-
ner.

He said regularly
publishing the latest
news, announcements
and details of public ser-
vices on departmental
websites would enhance
transparency and make
it easier for citizens to
access necessary infor-
mation.

QUETTA: Secretary
Communications and
Works (C&W) Babar
Khan has emphasized
that the department has
a crucial role in the de-
velopment and prosper-
ity of Balochistan, warn-
ing that any negligence
or delay in its perfor-
mance could hinder the
province’s overall devel-
opment process.

He expressed these
views while chairing a
review meeting on
progress regarding on-
going strategic projects
in the province, particu-
larly the Fortification of
Police Stations initiative.

The meeting was
attended online via
Zoom by chief engineers
from all six zones, AIG
Development Ahmed
Sultan, superintending
engineers and district
executive engineers.

During the meeting,
engineers from various

districts provided de-
tailed briefings on
progress on the 83 For-
tification of Police Sta-
tions projects being
implemented in their re-
spective areas.

They also high-
lighted financial and
technical challenges af-
fecting the projects.

Secretary C&W
Babar Khan directed of-
ficials to ensure that
there was no delay in the
completion of projects of
strategic importance. He
said the available time
was limited while chal-
lenges were consider-
able, making the timely

completion of projects a
top priority for the de-
partment.

He further directed
officials to resolve all
technical issues affect-
ing the projects immedi-
ately so that implemen-
tation could continue
without disruption.

The Secretary also
issued show-cause no-
tices to Executive Engi-
neers whose projects
were experiencing de-
lays.

He gave the Execu-
tive Engineers (Build-
ings) a strict timeline for
completing the projects
and warned that failure

to meet the deadlines
would result in strict ac-
tion against the officials
concerned.

Babar Khan also
made it clear that no
compromise would be
made on the quality of
construction work and
directed officials to en-
sure that prescribed
standards were main-
tained throughout
project implementation.

He instructed chief
engineers and superin-
tending engineers to
personally visit project
sites regularly and sub-
mit progress reports ev-
ery two weeks.

The reports must
also identify technical
issues and obstacles so
that timely corrective
measures can be taken
and project execution re-
mains uninterrupted.

The Secretary said
the effective perfor-
mance of the Communi-
cations and Works De-
partment was essential
for improving infrastruc-
ture and ensuring sus-
tainable development
across Balochistan,
stressing that negli-
gence or sluggishness in
the implementation of
development projects
would not be tolerated.

QUETTA: A meeting
chaired by Secretary
Local Government
and Rural Develop-
ment Abdul Rauf
Baloch reviewed the
release of required
funds and progress on
the Integrated Solid
Waste Management
Project being imple-
mented in Quetta un-
der the Public-Private
Partnership (PPP)
mode, along with the
performance of SAFA
Quetta.

Chief Officer
Quetta Metropolitan
Corporation Nazar
Zehri, along with rel-
evant officers and of-
ficials, attended the
meeting.

The meeting re-
viewed various as-
pects of the ongoing
PPP-based project

aimed at making the
sanitation and solid
waste management
system in Quetta more
effective, organized
and modern.

Discussions fo-
cused particularly on
the release of required
funds, financial mat-
ters, transfer of funds
to the Escrow Ac-
count, implementation
progress and services
being provided by
SAFA Quetta.

Relevant officials
briefed the Secretary
Local Government on
the current status of
the project, progress
achieved so far and
challenges being
faced during imple-
mentation.

Addressing the
meeting, Secretary
Local Government

and Rural Develop-
ment Abdul Rauf
Baloch said improving
sanitation and effec-
tive solid waste man-
agement in Quetta
was among the
government’s key pri-
orities. He said the In-
tegrated Solid Waste
Management Project
would help modernize
and improve the sys-
tems for waste collec-
tion, transportation,
cleaning and proper
disposal across the
city. The Secretary di-
rected the concerned
authorities to complete
all financial and admin-
istrative formalities re-
lated to the project at
the earliest in accor-
dance with prescribed
procedures, enabling
the required funds to
be transferred to the

relevant Escrow Ac-
count and accelerating
practical implementa-
tion.

Abdul Rauf
Baloch emphasized
that effective coordi-
nation and cooperation
among all relevant in-
stitutions were essen-
tial for successful
implementation of the
PPP project.

He directed offi-
cials to further
strengthen the moni-
toring mechanism to
ensure regular perfor-
mance reviews, effec-
tive supervision and
achievement of the
project’s targets.

He said the per-
formance of SAFA
Quetta and sanitation
services being pro-
vided under the project
would be reviewed

regularly, while avail-
able resources should
be utilized efficiently
to provide citizens
with a clean, healthy
and hygienic environ-
ment.

The meeting also
emphasized the need
to use modern tech-
nology, effective
monitoring, timely
waste transportation
and transparent sani-
tation practices to im-
prove Quetta’s waste
management system.

The concerned of-
ficials assured the
meeting that all nec-
essary measures
would be taken to
complete the agreed
actions within the
stipulated timeframe
and ensure effective
progress on the
project.

sured the UNDP rep-
resentatives that the
district administration
would extend all pos-
sible cooperation to
projects undertaken in
the public interest.

He further said
the administration
would maintain close
coordination and co-
operation with rel-
evant

 institutions to fa-
cilitate the successful
implementation of de-
velopment initiatives
and ensure that their
benefits reach the pub-
lic.

HUB: Commissioner
Lasbela Division Saira
Atta chaired an impor-
tant meeting at the Leda
Conference Hall to re-
view progress on devel-
opment projects and
public service delivery

in Awaran district.
Deputy Commis-

sioner Awaran Aqeel
Karim gave the Commis-
sioner a detailed briefing
on the overall situation
concerning law and or-
der, Balochistan Sustain-
able Development Initia-
tive (BSDI) projects,
health, education, local
government and road in-
frastructure in the dis-
trict.

During the briefing,
the Commissioner was
informed that electricity
supply in Awaran is cur-
rently being maintained
through generators,
while work on the
Mashkay-Awaran na-
tional grid link remains
pending.  Work has also
started on the installa-
tion of a pole connect-
ing Awaran with
Gishkaur. The meeting
was informed that 51
percent of schools in
Awaran are without elec-
tricity.

Regarding road in-
frastructure, officials
said work on the
Hoshab-Awaran section
was continuing under
the supervision of the
National Highway Au-

thority (NHA).
The Commissioner

was further informed
that the contractor work-
ing on the 86-kilometre
Awaran-Bela Road had
not yet moved machin-
ery to the project site.

Commissioner Saira
Atta directed the Deputy
Commissioner to imme-
diately contact NHA au-
thorities and ensure that
the contractor brings
the required machinery
to the site without fur-
ther delay for work on
the important Awaran-
Bela link road.

On education, the
Deputy Commissioner
said the literacy rate in
Awaran stands at 36.3
percent.

Under the BSDI,
school buildings have
been constructed during
the first phase, while a
special awareness cam-
paign has been planned
to increase girls’ school
enrollment and address
the issue of school drop-
outs. Regarding the
health sector, the meet-
ing was informed that
recruitment against va-
cant health department
posts at the divisional
level was being carried
out on a contractual ba-
sis.

During the briefing,
Commissioner Saira Atta
directed the authorities
to ensure the immediate
appointment of a Divi-

sional Director Health,
identify shortages in hu-
man resources and write
to the Secretary Health
regarding the staffing
issues.

She also directed
the administrative au-

thorities to provide rea-
sons for the closure of
93 schools in Awaran,
ensure the immediate ap-
pointment of teachers
on a contractual basis
and strengthen monitor-
ing of absent teaching
staff.

The Commissioner
said she would soon
visit Awaran to person-
ally review development
and public service is-
sues in the district.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Aqeel Karim fur-
ther informed the meet-
ing that despite vacan-
cies being advertised by
the Balochistan Public
Service Commission,
several posts remained
vacant because candi-
dates did not appear for
the recruitment process.
These include 90 SST
Science posts and 106
SST General posts.

The meeting em-
phasized the need for co-
ordinated efforts to ad-
dress infrastructure,
education, health and
human-resource chal-
lenges in Awaran and
accelerate development
projects for the benefit
of local communities.

DUKI: Deputy Commis-
sioner Duki Fazal ur
Rehman Kabdani con-
ducted surprise visits to
various government of-
fices and educational in-
stitutions to improve in-
stitutional performance
and ensure effective de-
livery of public services.

During the inspec-
tions, the Deputy Com-
missioner reviewed staff
attendance, cleanliness,
office discipline and
other administrative
matters, directing offi-
cials and employees to
perform their duties re-
sponsibly and effi-
ciently.

The Deputy Com-
missioner first visited
the Municipal Commit-
tee Duki, where he
checked employees’ at-
tendance and reviewed
the performance of dif-
ferent sections and rou-
tine administrative af-
fairs.

He directed the
concerned authorities to
ensure that citizens re-
ceive municipal services
efficiently, stressing that
negligence or dereliction
of duty would not be tol-
erated.

Later, Fazal ur
Rehman Kabdani visited
Government Degree Col-
lege Duki, where he in-
spected the attendance
of teaching and non-
teaching staff.

He also reviewed
the overall condition of
the college and exam-
ined cleanliness arrange-
ments, emphasizing the
importance of maintain-
ing a clean and condu-
cive environment in edu-
cational institutions.

The Deputy Com-
missioner also visited
the District Education
Officer Duki’s office,
where he reviewed staff
attendance, office disci-
pline and cleanliness.
He directed employees
to prioritize responsibil-
ity, punctuality and a
strong spirit of public
service while carrying
out official duties.

As part of the in-
spection drive,  the
Deputy Commissioner
made a surprise visit to
Government Boys High
School Duki. He visited
various classrooms, ob-
served educational ac-
tivities, interacted with
students and checked

the attendance of teach-
ing and non-teaching
staff.

 He also reviewed
cleanliness and the over-
all administrative situa-
tion at the school.

On the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner
Fazal ur Rehman
Kabdani strictly directed
all concerned officers
and employees to en-
sure regular attendance,
maintain cleanliness in
offices and educational
institutions, and perform
their responsibilities
with dedication, honesty
and a strong sense of
duty.

He said the im-
provement and effective
performance of govern-
ment institutions were
directly linked to the
public interest. There-
fore, negligence, absen-
teeism and dereliction of
duties would not be tol-
erated in any institution.

The Deputy Com-
missioner made it clear
that surprise inspections
of government offices
and educational institu-
tions would continue in
the future to further
strengthen discipline.

spected different sec-
tions of the schools and
reviewed teachers’ at-
tendance and the teach-
ing process. During the
visit to Government Girls
High School Daud
Khiazai, one teacher was
found absent.  The
teacher was suspended
pending an inquiry and
was strictly warned to
avoid unauthorized ab-
sence in the future.

The Deputy Com-
missioner also directed
the concerned authori-

ties to undertake neces-
sary repairs to the dilapi-
dated building of Gov-
ernment Boys High
School Adam Pur.

She emphasized
that government educa-
tional institutions must
provide students with
quality education along
with a positive, condu-
cive and healthy learn-
ing environment.

Fareeda Tarin said
teachers play a funda-
mental role in the devel-
opment and progress of

society and should per-
form their responsibili-
ties with hard work, sin-
cerity and dedication.
She urged teachers to
pay special attention
not only to students’
academic development
but also to their moral
and character building.

Tree Plantation
Campaign Launched
During the visit, Deputy
Commissioner Fareeda
Tarin planted a sapling
in the premises of Gov-
ernment Boys High

School Adam Pur, for-
mally launching the tree
plantation campaign.

Speaking on the im-
portance of trees and
plantation, she said tree
plantation was not
merely a campaign but an
important responsibility
toward securing a safe
and healthy future for
coming generations.

She noted that
trees help keep the en-
vironment clean, reduce
pollution, regulate tem-
peratures and mitigate
the adverse effects of
climate change.

Climate change has
become a serious chal-
lenge in the present era,”
she said.

,  stressing that
planting more trees and
ensuring their proper
watering and protection
was an urgent need.

The Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized
that planting saplings
alone was not enough;
their regular care and
growth must also be en-
sured as a collective re-
sponsibility.
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Uzma files another contempt plea in SC,
this time over 'failure' to facilitate meetings

between Imran and his family

Pakistan remains 'hopeful', committed to dialogue amid
US-Iran tensions: Foreign Office (FO)

IT minister showcases digital transformation in Riyadh

NEWS DESK: Dr. Uzma
Khan, the sister of incar-
cerated former prime
minister Imran Khan,
filed a contempt plea in
the Supreme Court (SC)
on Wednesday against
government functionar-
ies, including Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif, ac-
cusing them of violating
the court’s earlier direc-
tives to arrange the PTI
founder’s meetings with
his family and phone
calls with his sons.

The interim order
was issued on August
18, when the SC had di-
rected the relevant au-
thorities to move Imran
to Shifa International
Hospital for a medical
check-up, as well as fa-
cilitate meetings be-
tween Imran and his fam-
ily members once a week
and phone calls with his
sons twice a week.

Uzma filed a second
contempt plea in con-
nection with the order
on Wednesday, earlier
having approached the
court on August 22 for
contempt proceedings
against those respon-
sible for taking Imran to
the government-run Pa-
kistan Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (Pims) in-
stead of Shifa Interna-
tional Hospital.

Filed through Ad-
vocate Uzair Karamat
Bhandari, the plea re-
quested the court to
treat the contents of the
first petition as an inte-
gral part of the second
one.

As in the first peti-
tion, Islamabad Chief
Commissioner (retired)

Lieutenant Sohail
Ashraf, Interior Secre-
tary Ahmed Raza Sarwar,
Punjab Inspector Gen-
eral Prisons Mian Salik
Jalal,

Adiala Jail Superin-
tendent Sajid Baig and
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif have been named
as respondents in the
second plea as well.

The plea explained
the nomination of PM

Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan to raise bilateral
trade to $200m

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
and Kyrgyzstan on
Wednesday instructed
their governments to
prepare an action plan to
raise bilateral trade to
$200 million, as the two
countries sought to
move their economic
partnership to a “quali-
tatively new” level, ac-
cording to a joint state-
ment shared by the For-
eign Office (FO).

The joint state-
ment, issued by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Kyrgyz President
Sadyr Zhaparov follow-
ing their talks in Bishkek
and signing of multiple
MoUs, said the leaders
had “instructed the
competent government
authorities to prepare
and implement a com-
prehensive Action Plan
aimed at gradually in-
creasing bilateral trade
turnover to $200 million,
improving mutual trade
mechanisms, supporting
joint investment
projects, developing in-
dustrial cooperation and
expanding business ac-
tivity between the two
countries”.

The leaders also
agreed to strengthen the
Kyrgyz-Pakistan Inter-
governmental Commis-
sion on Trade,  Eco-
nomic, Scientific and
Technical Cooperation
and improve coordina-
tion among government
bodies, financial institu-
tions and business com-
munities.

They agreed to ex-
pand cooperation in
“mining and processing
industries, agriculture,
food, textile and light in-
dustries, pharmaceuti-

cals, the halal industry
and digital technolo-
gies”, with a focus on
“establishing joint ven-
tures, localizing produc-
tion, exchanging tech-
nologies and implement-
ing mutually beneficial
investment projects”.

The two sides also
welcomed the signing of

help turn both countries
into “important trans-
port hubs across South
Asia and Central Asia”.

They also reaf-
firmed the importance of
the Quadrilateral Agree-
ment on Traffic in Tran-
sit and agreed to simplify
“transport, customs and
administrative proce-

frastructure and modern
technologies.

They also stressed
the “importance of
timely implementation of
the CASA-1000
project”.

The two sides wel-
comed a memorandum
on virtual assets and
blockchain technolo-

an agreement between
the Kyrgyz Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
and the Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry,
and stressed the role of
the Kyrgyz-Pakistan
Joint Business Council
in promoting trade and
investment.

Pakistan and
Kyrgyzstan welcomed
the signing of a transit
trade agreement, which
they said would create
“qualitatively new op-
portunities for expand-
ing regional integration,
substantially increasing
the volume of mutual
trade and optimizing lo-
gistics routes”.

The leaders said
the agreement could

dures” and remove ob-
stacles to freight move-
ment.

The sides also
agreed to make greater
use of Pakistan’s sea-
ports to expand
Kyrgyzstan’s foreign
trade and transit oppor-
tunities and develop
multimodal transport
links.

They welcomed an
agreement between
Kyrgyz Post and Paki-
stan Post on postal ser-
vices and e-commerce.

The leaders wel-
comed the establish-
ment of a Joint Working
Group on Energy to de-
velop cooperation in
electricity,

hydropower, renew-
able energy, energy in-

PIA to increase weekly flights to London
from four to seven from Oct 27

gies, calling it a “quali-
tatively new stage in
deepening bilateral eco-
nomic partnership”.
They said it would sup-
port financial-market in-
tegration, a “secure and
transparent digital asset
ecosystem”, cross-bor-
der investment and tech-
nological innovation.

Kyrgyzstan and Pa-
kistan also welcomed the
Tamchy Special Finan-
cial International Terri-
tory and expressed inter-
est in links with Paki-
stani banks, funds, fi-
nancial institutions and
businesses.

The leaders agreed
to expand cooperation in
culture, science, innova-
tion, education, medical
education and tourism.

NEWS DESK: Federal
Minis-ter for Informa-
tion Technology and
Telecom-munication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja
said that Pakis-tan was
now developing a
na--tional digital stack,
which, combined with its
young workforce, politi-
cal and economic stabil-
ity, and expanding digi-
tal  infrastr-u-cture,
would help accelerate
the country’s digital
transformation.

“These steps have
positioned the country
as one of the region’s
most attractive invest-
ment destinations,” the
minister said while deliv-
ering a keynote address
at the LEAP 2026 confer-
ence in Riyadh.

Speaking at the ses-
sion, “How We Built a
Digital Nation,” she also
formally inaugurated the
Tech Des-tination Paki-
stan Pavilion and high-
lighted Pakis-tan’s digi-
tal transformation jour-
ney. She affirmed that the
go--ver-n-ment’s ap-

proach to gro---wth
rem-a-ined ancho-red in
i n n o v a t i o n ,
par-tnerships, and smart
investment.

Pakistan had an-
chored its digital trans-
formation in legislation
through the Digital Na-
tion Pakistan Act, which

been complemented by
investments in connec-
tivity and competitive-
ness, including one of
the largest spectrum
(5G) auctions, the cre-
ation of special technol-
ogy zones, and reduced
taxation for the IT indus-
try.

NEWS DESK: Foreign
Office (FO) Spokesper-
son Tahir Andrabi on
Wednesday said Paki-
stan remained hopeful
and committed to pursu-
ing dialogue and diplo-
macy to help resolve the
standoff between Iran
and the United States.

Speaking at a
weekly media briefing,
Andrabi said, “Despite
recent escalations, we
remain hopeful and we
will continue to strive
for dialogue and diplo-
macy.”

He said Pakistan re-
mained engaged along-
side its brotherly coun-
tries in efforts to resolve
the crisis, adding that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had met Iranian
President Masoud
Pezeshkian on the side-
lines of the Shanghai
C o o p e r a t i o n
Organisation (SCO)
Summit, where the two
sides discussed the
evolving regional situa-
tion.

“The prime minister
reiterated Pakistan's sin-
cere commitment to
peace through re-
strained dialogue and di-
plomacy,” Andrabi said.

He added that Paki-
stan had underscored
that the understanding
reached under the
Islamabad memorandum
of understanding

(MoU) offered “the most
viable pathway towards
lasting peace and stabil-
ity in the region”.

The Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar also
interacted with his Ira-
nian counterpart, Abbas
Araghchi, on the side-
lines of the SCO Summit
in Bishkek.

Andrabi said the
situation in the Gulf and
the Middle East had also
been discussed in
Istanbul during interac-
tions between our lead-
ership and their counter-
parts on the sidelines of
the Makkah Joint De-
fence Agreement meet-
ing.

He said the visit of
the Chief of Defence

Forces (CDF) and Chief
of Army Staff (COAS)
Field Marshal Asim
Munir to Iran last week
formed part of Pakistan’s
diplomatic efforts to fa-
cilitate an end to the US-
Iran conflict.

The discussions
particularly focused on
renewed efforts to re-
open the Strait  of
Hormuz, regional de-es-
calation, breaking the
military stalemate and
exploring a negotiated
settlement to restore re-
gional peace and stabil-
ity, Andrabi said.

“The visit under-
scored Islamabad's sin-
cere and constructive
role in bridging differ-
ences between Wash-
ington and Tehran,” he

said.
The spokesperson

said the CDF visit to
Tehran had generated
momentum, as demon-
strated by follow-up and
subsequent visits by the
leadership of Oman and
Qatar.

On the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty (IWT),
Andrabi said the Perma-
nent Court of Arbitration
at The Hague had on
September 1 reaffirmed
that the treaty remained
fully in force and bind-
ing, rejecting India’s uni-
lateral attempt to place it
in abeyance.

He said the unani-
mous award constituted
“an important reaffirma-
tion of the sanctity of
the IWT and the rule of

international law”.
The court con-

firmed that India’s pur-
ported decision to place
the treaty in abeyance
did not relieve it of its
obligations under the
treaty and that the
treaty’s dispute settle-
ment mechanism re-
mained operative, he
said.

Andrabi said the in-
terim measure concern-
ing the Ratna Hydro-
electric Power project
further affirmed that
rights and obligations
under the treaty could
not be altered or dis-
placed through unilat-
eral action.

“Pakistan wel-
comes these clear and
authoritative pro-
nouncements,” he said,
adding that they vali-
dated Islamabad’s con-
sistent position that dif-
ferences concerning the
IWT must be addressed
strictly within the frame-
work of the treaty and in
accordance with interna-
tional law. Turning to
Pakistan’s chairmanship
of the SCO, Andrabi said
Pakistan had assumed
the organisation’s chair-
manship and would host
the SCO Summit in Paki-
stan next year under the
theme “Turning Vision
into Action, Connectiv-
ity,  Innovation and
Shared Prosperity”.

established the National
Digital Commis-sion and
Pakistan Digital Author-
ity to ensure institu-
tional ownership. She
fu--rther stated that the
le--gal foundation had

Sharing insights
from Pakistan’s digital
journey, the minister
noted that the govern-
ment had succeeded by
leading through sound
policymaking and

strong insti tutions,
there--by creating an
enabling environment in
which the private sector
can take the lead in driv-
ing growth.

She emphasised
that a dedicated central
digital agency was es-
sential to translating

policy into effective ex-
ecution, while discipline
and measurable key per-
formance indicators
(KPIs) kept large-scale
digital transformation
focused and on track.

The minister further
un--derscored that the
state’s role lies in build-
ing core digital infra-
structure that empowers
the private sector to in-
novate and build upon
it, noting that genuine
digital  progress is
achi-eved through part-
nerships.

She reaffirmed
Pakistan’s resolve to fur-
ther deepen its partner-
ship with Saudi Arabia,
expressing confidence
that continued collabo-
ration in digital innova-
tion, capacity building,
and emerging technolo-
gies would open new
avenues for shared
growth and prosperity
for both nations.

Earlier in the day,
she formally inaugu-
rated the Tech Destina-
tion Pakistan Pavilion,
which featured 25
startups and 50 leading
Pakistani technology
companies showcasing
inno-vative solutions in
AI, automation, and digi-
tal technologies.

Shehbaz, saying that he
was the chief executive
of the federation.

It then referred to
the 2012 case of the ap-
pointment of Adnan
Khawaja as the manag-
ing director of the Oil
and Gas Development
Company Limited
(OGDCL), in which it was
held that: “[In the] bra-
zen and blatant failure or
refusal of the federal
government to obey and
execute the relevant
judgement and direc-
tions of the Supreme
Court, the buck stops at
the office of the chief
executive of the federa-

tion i.e. the prime minis-
ter.”

The decision led to
the conviction of then-
prime minister Yousaf
Raza Gilani, through a
judgement following
contempt proceedings,
the plea recalled.

The petition argued
that the same principle
should be applied to the
present case, leading to
the same result .

“Whereas the rest of the
respondents were prima-
rily responsible for
implementing the order,
they have failed to dis-
charge that responsibil-
ity.

As such, each of
the respondents is liable
for being proceeded for
contempt of this court,”
the petition contended.

The plea said that
as per the SC’s Aug 10
order, the respondents
were required to arrange
weekly meetings be-
tween Imran and his fam-
ily members, including
the petitioner, as well as
phone calls with his

sons twice a week.
However, these di-

rectives had been “bla-
tantly violated” by the
respondents, the peti-
tion alleged, adding that
during the last 14 days,
since the issuance of the
order, the respondents
had only allowed Imran
two meetings with one of
his sisters, Noreen Niazi
— first on Aug 18 and
then on Aug 25.

None of the other
family members, includ-
ing Uzma, had been al-
lowed to meet him since
the passing of the Aug
18 order, the petition
said. Similarly, the re-
spondents “have failed
to arrange phone calls
between Imran Khan
and his sons, who have
not been allowed to
speak to him since
March”, it added.

The petition high-
lighted that the direc-
tives in the Aug 18 or-
der were “clear, unam-
biguous, unequivocal
and fully capable of
implementation”.

Pakistan Navy commences
SEASPARK-2026

exercise to test combat readiness

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
International Airlines
(PIA) on Wednesday
said that it would be in-
creasing i ts weekly
flights to London from
four to seven starting
October 27.

Under the new
schedule, five flights
would depart from
Islamabad while two
would operate on the
Lahore-London route,
the airline said in a state-
ment.

“The increase in the
number of flights reflects
passenger confidence
and rising demand,” the
statement added.

Pakistani flights
had been banned from
flying to the European
Union, the United King-
dom and the US in June
2020, after one of its air-
craft crashed in Karachi,
killing nearly 100 people
on board.

The European
Union Air Safety
Agency had barred PIA
from operating in EU
countries over safety
concerns, and the ban
on flights followed then-
aviation minister Ghulam
Sarwar Khan’s state-
ment on the floor of par-
liament, where he termed
pilots’ licences “dubi-

ous”.
The European

agency lifted the ban af-
ter more than four years
on Nov 28, 2024. In July
2025, the UK also re-
moved Pakistan from its
Air Safety List, allowing
Pakistani airlines to ap-
ply to operate flights in
Britain.

In September 2025,
PIA received approval to
resume direct flights to
the UK after a gap of
nearly five years.

The airline subse-
quently restarted opera-
tions, with Manchester
becoming the first des-
tination.

NEWS DESK: The Pa-
kistan Navy commenced
a major maritime exercise
in Karachi on Wednes-
day to test combat readi-
ness against threats, ac-
cording to the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations
(ISPR).

The opening brief
of the maritime exercise,
named SEASPARK-

2026, was presided over
by Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Naveed
Ashraf and attended by
senior officers from
other branches of the
armed forces,  the
military’s media wing
said in a press release.

“The exercise rigor-
ously tests Pakistan
Navy’s combat readi-

ness against conven-
tional and emerging mari-
time threats, integrating
ships, submarines, air-
craft, unmanned sys-
tems, marines, special
forces and joint Army
and Air Force elements,”
the statement said.

The ISPR added
that the exercise focuses
on rehearsing multi-do-
main operations by “in-
tegrating maritime, air,
land, cyber and space-
enabled capabilities”, as
well as operations in the
information environ-
ment to “secure decisive
advantage in the infor-
mation battlespace”
alongside kinetic opera-
tions at sea.

Earlier, the naval
chief also visited fleet
units of the Pakistan
Navy and reviewed on-
going operations. In an
address, he stressed
that the evolving secu-
rity environment de-
mands “uncompromis-
ing readiness, enhanced
tri-service integration,
adaptability and effec-
tiveness across physical
and information do-
mains”.


