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CM Balochistan and National Coordinator NACTA
Discuss Security and Counterterrorism Measures

7

NEWS DESK:

Balochistan ChiefMinister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti and NACTA
National Coordinator Major
General Faisal Nascer on Sun-
day reviewed the province’s
security situation and discussed
a coordinated strategy to
counter terrorism and ensure
lasting peace in Balochistan.
ajor General Faisal
Naseer called on Chief Minis-
ter Sarfraz Bugti in Quetta,
where the two sides held de-
tailed discussions on law and
order, counterterrorism opera-
tions, intelligence coordination
and measures to strengthen
security across the province.

The meeting also focused
on enhancing cooperation be-
tween the National Counter
Terrorism Authority (NACTA)
and the Balochistan govern-
ment. The participants dis-
cussed improving coordination
among law enforcement agen-
cies and strengthening their ca-
pacity to effectively respond to
terrorism and other security
challenges.

The importance of better
intelligence sharing and insti-
tutional coordination was also
highlighted as part of efforts
to develop an effective and in-
tegrated counterterrorism
strategy for Balochistan.

Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti Major Gen-

Defence Day 2026:
Governor
Balochistan Pays
Tribute to Armed
Forces, Martyrs and

Photo of Balochistan Chief

inister Mir Sarfraz Bugti and NACTA National

Coordinator Major General Faisal Naseer

National Unity

QUETTA:
Governor Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has said that Septem-
ber 6 is a memorable day in
Pakistan’s national history, re-
minding the nation of its unwa-
vering commitment, unity and
sacrifices for the defence of the
country.

In his message on the occa-
sion of Defence Day of Pakistan,
the Governor said September 6
stands as a shining example of
courage and national resolve.

1965 War: A Proud Chapter
in National History Governor
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail said

Pakistan’s brave armed forces
confronted enemy aggression in
1965 with exceptional courage, de-
termination and an unshakeable
resolve.

He said the historic defence
of the country demonstrated that
national unity, faith, determina-
tion and patriotism are among the
greatest strengths in confronting
any challenge.

Auoldmg to the Governor,
the courage displayed by the
armed forces during the 1965 war
remains a proud chapter in
Pakistan’s history and continues

eral Faisal Naseer’s services
and contributions to the
counterterrorism sector and

paid tribute to his efforts to-
ward strengthening security
and stability.

The meeting reaffirmed
the commitment of the
Balochistan government and

NACTA to closer coordination,

to inspire the nation.

bating terrorism and promot- efence Day Renews Com-

improved intelli sharing

and a unified approach to com-

ing peace in the
provmce.

mitment to National Security The
Governor said Defence Day.

FM Dar follows up on Makkah Defence
commitments with Saudi, Turkish FMs

NEWS DESK:

Deputy Prime Minister and For-
cign Minister Ishaq Dar on Sun-
day held separate telephone con-
versations with his Saudi and
Turkish counterparts, Prince
Faisal bin Farhan and Hakan
Fidan, to follow up on commit-
ments reached under the Makkah
Joint Defence Agreement, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MoFA) said.

According to a post on X,
Dar held a telephone conversa-
tion with the Saudi foreign minis:
ter, during which the two “ex-
changed views on regional and
international developments, in-
cluding matters of mutual inter-
est at multilateral fora™

They also discussed “follow-
up on the understandings
reached” at the inaugural meet-
mg of the committee and dgrc(:d
to “remain in close contact”.
MOoFA said.

Later, FM Dar also spoke
with his Turkish counterpart
Hakan Fidan and discussed “fol-
low-up on the understandings
reached” at the inaugural meet-
ing of the Strategic Political and
Defence Committee under the
Makkah Joint Defence Agree-
ment in Isunbul while exploring
ways to “further advance coop-
eration of the Makkah Defence
Alliance."

According to MoFA, FM
Dar thanked Fidan for hosting the
inaugural meeting, and the two
foreign ministers discussed ways
to “further advance cooperation™
under the Makkah Defence Alli-
ance.

The statement said that "the
two Foreign Ministers also ex-
changed views on regional and
international developments. They
also discussed matters of mutual
interest and opportunities to fur-
ther strengthen cooperation at
multilateral fora."

he two ministers agreed to
“remain in close contact”, the For-
cign Office said.

On August 7, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and Turkiye formalised
their longstanding strategic rela-
tionship through the newly

signed "Makkah Joint Defence
Agreement", a trilateral security
frdmcwork that its proponents
describe as a defensive armange-
ment aimed at

Shehbaz Sharif had nominated
Minister for Communications
Abdul Aleem Khan to represent
Pakistan at the funeral proce ion
in Oslo on

lective deterrence, enhancmgmx
tary cooperation and promoting
regional stability.

At the maugurd] meeting of
the Strategic Political and De-
fence Committee under the
Makkah Agreement in Istanbul

on August 31, Pakistan, Tiirkiye

and Saudi Arabia agreed to fur-
ther institutionalise their coopera-
tion, including through a Secre-
tariat in Saudi Arabia.

They also committed to
strengthéning defence capabili-

es and cooperation, including

joint technology development
and production, while supporting
regional peace, stability and de-
escalation. Dar extends condo-
lences to Norwegian FM

Earlier, Dar conveyed
Pakistan’s condolences to Nor-
way following the death of King
Harald V, during a telephone con-
versation with Norwegian For-
eign Minister Espen Barth Eide.

According to MoFA, FM
Dar, "conveyed heartfelt condo-
lences, on behalf of the President,
Prime Minister, Field Mars|
himself, and the people of Pak
stan, on the passing of HM King
Harald and conveyed
Pakistan’s sympathies to the
Royal Family and the people of
Norway."

He told his Norwegian coun-
terpart that Prime Minister

"The two Forelgn Ministers
also agreed to remain in close
contact and look forward to meet-
ing on the sidelines of UNGA,”
the statement concluded. Dar
speaks to Egyptian counterpart

Later, FM Dar spoke with his
Egyptian counterpart Badr
Abdelatty, with the two foreign
ministers discussing Pakistan-
Egypt bilateral relations and ex-
changing views on regional and
international developments.

The Egyptian foreign minis-
ter also invited Dar to undertake
a bilateral visit to Egypt at his
earliest convenience.

“The two Foreign Ministers
reaffirmed their commitment m
further strengthening bilater:
ties,” the Foreign Office said, add-
ing that they had agreed to “re-
main engaged and involved on
regional security matters”

The two ministers also
agreed to meet on the sidelines
of the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA)

Norway's King Harald dies

Norway's King Harald, a re-
former who emerged from the
shadow of his well-loved, extro-
vert father over more than three
decades on the throne, died on
August 28 at the age of 89, the
royal palace said, at a time of mul-
tiple crises for the Norwegian
royal family.

NEWS DESK:

PPP candidate Akhtar Abbas
Nashad won the by-election in
GBA-09 (Skardu-III) by a
margin of 305 votes after a
closely contested race, ac-
cording to official results is-
sued on Sunday.

The constituency recorded
an overall voter turnout of
51.79 per cent in the election

held a day ago.

According to the Form 47
issued on Sunday, Nashad re-
ceived 8,399 votes while his
opponent, independent candi-
date Wazir Saleem, received
8,094 votes.

The by-election was held
after the GB Supreme Appel-
late Court disqualified PPP
candidate Fida Muhammad
Nashad — Abbas’s father —
who had been declared a re-

PPP's Akhtar Abbas Nashad wins
by-election in Skardu's GBA-09

They

id Abbas could retain
his father’s vote bank and may
benefit from public sympathy
following Nashad’s disqualifi-
cation by the GB Supreme
Appellate Court.

District Returning Officer
(DRO) Hamza Murad told
Dawn on Friday that GBA-09

h

turned candidate in the June
general elections.
In the by-election, Fida’s
son entered the electoral fray
and reclaimed the seat that
had been lost by his father.
The by-election concluded
after a highly thrilling contest,
marked by a fierce battle be-
tween the two candidates that had 61 polling stations, of whi
persisted right up to the final 25 had been declared sensitive
stage. under Category A, 11 had been
More than 800 police per- placed in Category B as me-

dium-sensitive, and 25 had
been classified as normal un-
der Category C.

With this seat, the PPP will
hold 15 seats in the 33-seat
Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly. Cur-
rently, the PPP has 14 scats,
the PML-N has nine, the
Istehkam-i-Pakistan P.my ha

x, and the Majlis Wahdat

Muslimeen and a PTI-backed
independent occupy one seat
each.

sonnel, in addition to GB
Scouts, were deployed under
special security arrangements
for the polling.

The electoral process re-
mained largely smooth and
peaceful, while a local holiday
was also declared to facilitate
voters.

Analysts had said a close
contest was expected be-
tween PPP’s Abbas and inde-
pendent candidate Saleem.
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Mothers

By Dr. Rubaba
Khan Buledi:
Motherhood remains
one of the most pow-
erful and transforma-
tive forces in human
civilization. Across
cultures, religions, and
nations, mothers sym-
bolize love, sacrifice,
resxllence and uncon-
ditio pport. On
Imemauona] Mother’s
Day, the world reflects
on the extraordinary
role mothers play in
shaping families,
strengthening societ-
ies, and building na-
tions.

A mother is a
child’s first teacher
and lifelong guide.
Before formal educa-
tion begins, it is the
mother who intro-
duces values such as
kindness, discipline,
compassion, honesty,
and respect. The
moral foundation of
every society is first
built within homes,
where mothers nur-
ture the character and
emotional well-being
of future generations.
Their influence ex-
tends far beyond fam-
ilylife and directly im-
pacts the social, cul-
tural, and national fab-
ric of a country.

In today’s fast-
changing world, where
societies face growing
social divisions, emo-
tional stress, and moral
uncertainty, the impor-
tance of mothers has
become even more
significant. Mothers
are  not merely
caregivers; they are
the guardians of Social

not
only on Mother’s Day
but throughout the en-
tire year.

The way a society
treats its mothers of-
ten reflects its moral
and social condition.
Respecting mothers
should not be limited to
symbolic celebrations,
flowers, or speeches
once a year. Genuine
respect requires prac-
tical action.

It means ensuring
quality healthcare for
women, better educa-
tional opportunities for
girls, matemlly protec-

fi

and unwavering cour-
age remind us that pa-
triotism is first nur-
tured within homes
before it is witnessed
on battlefields.

In Balochistan,
motherhood reflects a
unique story of endur-
ance and resilience.
Women in many re-
mote and underserved
areas continue to face
serious challenges, in-
cluding limited access
to healthcare, educa-
tion, and basic facili-
ties.

Despite  these
hardships, mothers

ture for their children,
often placing the
needs, education, and
comfort of their fami-
lies above their own
dreams and ambitions.

The mothers of
Pakistan have consis-
tently demonstrated
courage and resilience
during some of the
nation’s most difficult
moments.

Whether during
natural disasters, eco-
nomic hardships, or
teaching reflects the times ofconflict, moth-
immense respect Is- ers remained the emo-
lam and Pakistani tra- tional strength of their
ditions place on ma- families and communi-

or prosperity without
strong families, and
strong families are
built by empowered
and respected moth-
TS,

In Pakistan,
motherhood holds
deep cultural, reli-
gious, and emotional
significance. From an
early age, children are
taught the timele
principle that paradise
lies beneath the feet
of mothers. This

]

There is also an
urgent need to recog-
nize the emotional and
invisible labor carried
by mothers. In count-
less households, moth-
ers work tirelessly
from morning until
night without recogni-
tion or appreciation.
Their sacrifices are
often over]ooked sim-
ply be ey are
made quietly and con-
sistently. Yet behind
nearly évery suc
ful individual stands a
mother who sacrificed
her comfort, sleep,
ambitions, and per-

mental well-being be-
gins within the home.
Children raised in
stable and loving en-
vironments are more
likely to become re-
sponsible, confident,
and compassionate
citizens. Mothers play
a central role in cre-
ating that environ-
ment. Their guidance
during uncertainty, pa-
tience during hardship,
and prayers during dif-
ficult times leave life-
long impacts on their
children’s character
and future.

At the same time,
motherhood should
never become syn-
onymous with ex-
haustion or isolation.
Families and commu-
nities must actively
support mothers and
share responsibilities
within houscholds.
Raising children and
managing family life
should not remain the
burden of women
alone. A truly progres-
sive society is one
where mothers re-
ceive emotional, so-
cial, and institutional
support alongside re-
spect and apprecia-
tion. International
Mother’s Day also
serves as a reminder
to remember mothers
who are no longer
with us.

Their teachings,
sacrifices, and prayers
continue to guide our
lives long after their
departure.  Many
people realize the true
value ofa mother only
after losing her pres-
ence. This occ:

tions in work -
nancial security for
families, and safe en-
vironments where
women can thrive
with dignity.

ternal sacrifice and ties. The mothers of
care. soldiers and martyrs

Across the coun- deserve particular rec-
try, countless mothers ognition for their ex-
dedicate their lives to traordinary sacrific
securing a better fu- Their patience, dignity,

values and the back-
bone of stable com-
munities.

No nation can
achieve sustainable
peace, development,

across the province
continue to raise their
children with dignity,
strength, and hope.
Their determination
and sacrifices deserve

sonal well-b for
the future of her chil-
dren.

Modern research
increasingly highlights
that emotional and

to express gratitude,
love, and care while
they still have the op-
portunity.

In an age domi-

The Real Strength Behind Every Nation

nated by technology
and digital communi-
cation, family struc-
tures and human rela-
tionships are rapidly
changing. Despite
these transformations,
the warmth, sincerity,
and emotional security
provided by a mother
remain irreplaceable.
No institution, technol-
ogy, or social system
can substitute the com-
fort and strength that
a mother gives to her
children.

As the world cel-
ebrates International
Mother’s Day, societ-
ies must move beyond
ceremonial messages
and seriouslyreflect on
their responsibilities
toward mothers. Re-
spect for mothers
should be visible in
public policies, SOC]ZII
attitudes, and ¢
day behavior.

Children must be
taught from an carly
age to honor their
mothers not only
through words but
through actions, by lis-
tening to them, sup-
porting them in old
age, and standing be-
side them during diffi-
cult moments.

The true strength
of nations does not
emerge solely from
economic growth, mili-
tary power, or political
systems. It begins
within homes, where
mothers nurture hon-
esty, resilience, com-
passion, faith, and hu-
manity in future gen-
erations. Every suc-
cessful civilization has
been built upon the
sacrifices of mothers
whose names may
never appear in his-
tory books, yet whose
influence shapes the
destiny of nations.

Chief Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan Recognised
for Driving Governance Reforms in Balochistan

By Sheikh
Abdul Razag;:
QUETTA: The role of an
efficient bureaucracy re-
mains central to effe
tive governance, par-
ticularly in provinces
facing complex adminis-
trative and developmen-
tal challenges. In
Balochistan, the recent
recognition of Chief Sec-
retary Balochistan,
Shakeel Qadir Khan, by
the provincial cabinet
and Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti during the
provincial budget ses-
sion has highlighted the

icance of strong
instiutional leadership
in advancing gover-
nance reforms.

Governance experts
argue that while elected
governments provide
policy direction, suc-
cessful implementation
depends largely on a ca-
pable and professional
civil service.

In Balochistan,
where issues such as
vast geography, infra-
structure gaps, develop-
mental disparities,

and security con-
cerns continue to pose
challenges, an effective
administrative frame-
work is essential for sus-
tainable progress.

Chief Secretary
Shakeel Qadir Khan,
widely regarded as an
experienced and compe-
tent civil servant, has
played a pivotal role in
enhancing interdepart-
mental coordination,
strengthening adminis-
trative efficiency, and
supporting the provin-

cial government’s reform
agenda.

His tenure has co-
incided with renewed ef-
forts by the Balochistan
government to promote

institutional reforms, fis-
cal discipline, transpar-
ency, and performance-
based governance.
Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has consis-

tently emphasized the
importance of gover-
nance reforms, institu-
tional strengthening,
and improved public
service delivery.

Analysts believe
that translating these
policy objectives into
tangible outcomes re-
quires a bureaucracy ca-
pable ofaligning admin-

istrative priorities with
the government’s devel-
opment vision.

The formulation of
the provincial budget
served as a key example

of this collaborative

tems remains vital for

Modern budget-
‘making extends beyond
financial accounting
and  reflects
government’s develop-
ment priorities, fiscal
management strategy,
and long-term planning
objectives.

Effective budget
preparation requires
strong interdepartmen-
tal coordination, data-
driven decision-making,
and prudent allocation
of resources.

The acknowledg-
ment extended to Chief
Secretary Shakeel Qadir
Khan by both the pro-
vincial cabinet and the
Chief Minister on the
floor of the Balochistan
Assembly reflects a
broader recognition of
the critical role played
by the civil service in
ensuring policy imple-
mentation and institu-
tional continuity.

Observers note
that such recognition
promotes a culture of
‘merit, professionalism,
and accountability

within the public
sector, encouraging civil
servants to maintain
high standards of pub-
lic service.Balochistan’s
unique governance land-
scape demands admin-
istrative foresight, con-
tinuity, and strategic
leadership.

Effective oversight
of development
projects, monitoring
mechanisms, depart-
mental coordination,
and accountability sys-

®

development  goals
across the province.

Experts maintain
that institutional reforms
are ultimately measured
by their implementation.
Strong institutions are
built through consistent
leadership,

professionalism,
and efficient gover-
nance practices. Public
officials who uphold
these principles contrib-
ute significantly to
strengthening govern-
ment institutions and en-
hancing administrative
performance.

The recognition ac-
corded to Chief Secre-
tary Shakeel Qadir Khan
underscores the grow-
ing importance of a pro-
fessional and respon-
sive civil service in sup-
porting Balochistan’s
development agenda.

It also sends a pos
tive message through-
out the bureaucracy that
dedication, competence,
and commitment to pub-
lic service continue to
be valued.

As Balochistan ad-
vances towards im-
proved governance and
sustainable develop-
ment, the partnership
between political leader-
ship and an effective ad-
ministrative structure
will remain essential.

The province’s
long-term progress will
depend not only on vi-
sionary policies but also
on the institutional ca-
pacity required to imple-
ment them successfully.
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CM Bugti Vows Action Against Ministers
Selling Government Jobs in Balochistan

WEB DESK:
Balochistan  Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has vowed to dis-
miss any provincial
minister found involved
in selling government
jobs, saying those re-
sponsible will also face
legal action.
Rejecting reports
that government jobs
are being sold in
Balochistan, CM Bugti
said such claims were
incorrect. However,
he made it clear that
anyone providing cred-
ible evidence of a
minister’s involvement
would see immediate
action. “If anyone
brings evidence that a
minister is selling jobs,
the minister will be re-
moved from office and
legal proceedings will marks underline his countabilityin govern- tions of corruption in assuring that those
be initiated,” the chief government’s stated ment recruitment in the recruitment pro- found responsible
minister said. position on merit, Balochistan. cess should be sup- would be dealt with
M Bugti’s re- transparency and ac- He said allega- ported by evidence, under the law.

Defence Day Ceremony Held at
Girls High School Ormara to

ORMARA: Adignified
ceremony was held at
Government Girls High
School Ormara on Sun-
day to commemorate
Defence Day of Paki
stan, with Assistant
Commissioner Ormara

Dr. Mah Noor Barkat at-
tending the event as the
chief guest.

Teachers and fe-
male students part
pated actively in the cer-
emony, where rich trib-
ute was paid to the mar-
tyrs and Ghazis (war he-
foes) who sacrificed
their lives for the de-
fence of the country.

Usta Muhammad Agriculture Department Inspects
Fertilizer and Pesticide Dealers

USTAMUHAMMAD:On v in properly signed and
the special directives of updated form.
Deputy Commissioner i He said dealers
Usta © Muhammad p must ensure that all nec-
Muhammad Ramzan J essary documentary evi-
Palal, Deputy Director dence remains readily
Agriculture Extension available whenever the
Usta Muhammad Imran Agriculture Department
Ahmed Lashari con- conducts inspections.
ducted surprise and de- Strict Action
tailed inspections of fer- Against Violations Imran
tilizer and pesticide deal- Ahmed Lashari made it
ers operating in the city clear that the Agriculture
and surrounding areas. Department would not
During the inspec- tolerate any irregulari-
tions, the Agriculture Ex- ties in the sale of agri-
tension official visited cultural medicines and
the business premises of
various dealers selling
agricultural medicines - i N ness practices, the sale
and fertilizers and thor- cinesand fertilizers. or suspicious company. Director Agriculture Ex- o purchase of products
oughly examined their Imran  Ahmed The official cau- tension also examined from unregistered com-
available stock, legal Lashari instructed deal- tioned that the use of dealers’ ledgers, pur- panies, discrepancies in
documents, licences, ers topurchase and sell ~substandard or counter- chase and sales records, records and other viola-
registrations and other only agricultural medi- feit agricultural medi- invoices, stock registers tions would result in ac-
relevant records. cines and fertilizers cines and fertilizers and otherrelevant docu- tion against the respon-
Dealers Directed to  manufactured by com- could cause significant mentation. sible dealers under the
Follow Government panies registered and financial losses to farm- He directed dealers ~applicable laws.
Regulations All regis- approved by the Gov- ers and adversely affect  to regularly update com- He warned dealers
tered dealers were di- ernment of Balochistan. both crop yields and plete details of all agri- to ensure complete
rected to strictly comply They were strictly ~quality. cultural medicines transparency and com-
with government rules warned against pur- Licences, Invoices fertilizer stocks, mclud- pliance with all legal re-
and regulations govern- chasing or selling prod- and Stock Records ing purchase invoices quirements while con-
ing the purchase and ucts manufactured by Checked During the in- and ledger records, and ducting their busi-
sale ofagricultural medi- anyunregistered, illegal spections, the Deputy maintain the documents nesses.

Defence Day Rally Held in Nasirabad to
Honour Pakistan’s Martyrs

fertilizers.
He said illegal busi-

NASIRABAD: The Dis-
trict Administration
Nasirabad organized a
erand and dignified rally
fo commemorate De-
fence Day of Pakistan,
with the event super-
vised by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Nasirabad Khalil Ahmed
and the Assistant Com-
missioner Chhatter.

A large number of
people from different
walks of life participated

tional Security and De-
velopment On the occa-
sion, participants ex-
pressed their resolve
that every citizen would
fulfil their responsibili-
ties with dedication for
the security, sover-
eignty, national unity
and development of Pa-
kistan.

They said a strong
and prosperous Paki-
stan requires the collec-
tive efforts of citizens

in the rally, including dis- p-2l & from every segment of
trict administration offic- They paidrich trib- tism and solidarity with Dayserves asa reminder = society.

ers, district police offi- ute to the martyrs and the country’sarmedand of the sacrifices of The rally con-
cials, heads and repre- Ghazis (war heroes) of security forces. Pakistan’s martyrs and cluded with a special
sentatives of govern- the Pakistan Army and September 6: A highlights the impor- prayer for the security,

ment departments, politi- other security institu- Proud Chapter in tance of national unity, = stability, progress and
cal and social figures, tions, praising the sac- Pakistan’s History Ad- patriotismand collective prosperity of Pakistan
students, teachers, mem-  rifices of the brave sons ~dressing the rally, speak- responsibility. and for the elevation of
bers of civil society and  of the nation who laid ~ers said that September The speakers em-  the ranks of the martyrs.
government employees. down their lives in de- 6 is an important and phasized that the occa- The Defence Day

Participants Express ~ fence of the homeland.  proud day in Pakistan’s ~ sion provides an oppor- event in Nasirabad re-
Solidarity with Pakistan The participants history, when the nation tunity for citizens to re- flected a strong spirit of
The rally participants raised enthusiastic slo- and its armed forces ~affirm their commitment patriotism, national
carried national flags demonstrated unity, na- to working together for unity and respect for
and expressed their firm  Zindabad,” “Pakistan tional spirit and excep- the  development, those who sacrificed
commitment to the secu-  Army Zindabad” and tional courage in defend- progress and prosperity their lives for the de-
rity, stability and pros- “Salute tothe Martyrs,” ing the country. of Pakistan. fence and security of the
perity of PaKistan. reflecting their patrio- They said Defence Commitment to Na- ~ country.

Defence Day Activities Promote Patriotism and National
Unlty Among Kalat Students

o The Deputy Com-
missioner said national
security was not solely
the responsibility of soi-
diers defending the
country’s borders.
Every citizen can
contribute to strength-
ening Pakistan by fulfill-
ing their responsibilities
honestly and playing a
positive role in society.
Citizens Participate

KALAT: Deputy Com-
‘missioner Kalat Engineer
Ayesha Zahri has said
that Defence Day activi-
ties are being used to
promote patriotism, na-
tional unity and the spirit
of defending the home-
land among high school
and higher secondary
students across the dis-
trict.

She said students
are participating in com- — in Defence Day Rally A
petitions featuring na- sioner Ayesha Zahri necessary measures to demonstrated e excep- large number of citizens
tional songs, tableaus, ~said that, in accordance  ensure that the national ~tional courage, determi- participated in the De-
Urdu and English withthe directivesofthe programmes are con- nation and sacrifice in fence Day rally, along

Hamd and C Kalat Di- ducted in a safe and or- defending the home- with SPKalat, Assistant
Naat, providing them vision, aspecial security ganized environment. land. Commissioner Kalat and
with opportunities to ex- plan had also been pre- 1965 War Remains a She emphasized officers of various ad-

press their love for Paki- pared to ensure the Symbol of Courage and that the nation should ministrative depart-
stan and learn about the peaceful and orderly Sacrifice Engineer not merelyremember its ments. The participation
importance of national conduct of Defence Day ~Ayesha Zahri said Sep- martyrs but should also  of students, government
unity and responsibility. celebrations across the —tember 6 reminds the na-  learn from their sacrifices ~ officials and citizens re-

Special Securify district. tion of the historic mo- and carry forward their flected a strong spirit of
Plan for Defence Day She said the admin-  ments of 1965, when spirit of service and patriotism and national
Events Deputy Commis-  istration was taking all ~ Pakistan’s Armed Forces ~commitment to Pakistan.  unity in Kalat.

of Patriotism Address-
ing the ceremony, As:

tant Commissioner Dr.
Mah Noor Barkat said
September 6 holds great
significance in

Honour Pakistan’s Martyrs

Pakistan’s national his-
tory as it reminds the
nation of the remarkable
patriotism, national

ity, determination and

s
strated by the Pakistan
Armed Forces and the

the
younger generation,
particularly female stu”
dents, must promote not
only education but also
discipline,

patriotism and a
sense of responsibility
to contribute to the
country’s progress,
peace and prosperity.

Students Urged to
Contribute to National
Development Dr. Mah
Noor Barkat urged stu-
dents to focus whole-
heartedly on their edu-
cation and prepare them-
selves to play an effec-

tive role in the develop-
ment and progress of
Pakistan.

She emphasized
that educated, disci-
plined and responsible
young people are essen-
tial for building a peace-

P
gressive society.

Special Prayer for
Pakistan The Defence
Day ceremony con-
cluded with a special
prayer for the security,
development and pro:
perity of Pakistan.

The event provided
students with an oppor-
tunity to remember the
sacrifices of Pakistan’s
martyrs and war heroes
while reinforcing the val-
ues of patriotism, na-
tional unity, discipline
and  responsibility
among the younger gen-
eration.

Defence Day Ceremony Held in Sherani
to Honour Pakistan’s Martyrs

SHERANI: A dignified
ceremony was held in
Khan Alam Kapeep,
Sherani district, to com-
memorate Defence Day
of Pakistan, with local
notables, tribal elders,
teachers, students and
people from different
sections of society par-
ticipating in large num-

bers.

‘Speakers Highlight
S)gnmcance of Septem-

r 6 Addressing the
ga&henng‘ speakers
highlighted the historic
ignificance of Septem-
ber 6, 1965,
describing Defence
Day as a great and
memorable day in

Pakistan’s national his-
tory.

They said the Paki-
stani nation and its
brave Armed Forces
demonstrated excep-
tional courage, bravery
and sacrifice in defend-
ing the homeland and
thwarting the enemy’s
ambitions.

The speakers said
the lasting sacrifices of
the Pakistan Armed
Forces and the nation
have helped Pakistan re-
main a strong and secure
country.

Martyrs Remem-
bered as National Heroes
The speakers paid rich
tribute to the martyrs of
Pakistan, describing
them as the nation’s true
heroes who sacrificed
their lives for the
country’s security, sov-
ereigniy and survival.
They said the entire
nation would always re-
member the sacrifices of
Pakistan’s martyrs and
Ghazis (war heroes) with
honour and respect.
Participants also
paid glowing tribute to
those who laid down
their lives in defence of
the homeland and re-
newed their resolve to

make every possible sac-
rifice for Pakistan’s se-
curity, development, sta-
bility and prosperity.
Students Express
Patriotism Students par-
ticipating in the cer-
emony presented na-
tional  songs and
speeches, expressing
their love for Pakistan

and demonstrating a
st ong spirit of patrio-

"™ Ihe speakers urged
the younger generation

their guiding principles
and play an active role
in the construction, de-
velopment and progress
of the country.

They emphasized
that educated, disci-
plined and responsible
youth are essential for
building a stronger and
more prosperous Paki-
stan

Nation Reaffirms
Support for Armed
Forces At the conclu-
sion of the ceremony, a
special prayer was of-
fered for the security,
development and stabil-
ity of Pakistan and for
the elevation of the
ranks of the martyrs.

Pamc pam; ex-
pressed their firm re-
solve that the Pakistani
nation would remain
united and stand shoul-
der to shoulder with its
brave Armed Forces for
the protection of the
country’s ideological
and geographical fron-
tiers.

The Defence Day
ceremony in Sherani
highlighted the endur-
ing values of patriotism,
national unity, sacrifice
and i to Pa-

unity,
dxmplme and pamousm

Kistan.

Defence Day 2026: Meena Majeed
Baloch Pays Tribute to Pakistan’s
Martyrs and Armed Forces

QUETTA: Provincial
Advisor for Sports and
Youth Affairs Meena
Majeed Baloch has said
that September 6, 1965,
remains an unforgettable
day in Pakistan’s de-
fence history, when the
nation and its armed
forces demonstrated
their determination and
courage in defending the
motherland.

In her special mes-
sage on Defence Day,
Meena Majeed Baloch
said the Pakistan Army
not only defended the
country against aggres-
sion but also conveyed
a clear message to the
world that Pakistan pos-
sessed the capability
and resolve to thwart
every form of aggres-
sion.

Tribute to the Cour-
age of Pakistan’s Armed
Forces She recalled that
the enemy launched an
attack under the cover
of darkness with the ob-
jective of advancing to-
wards Lahore, but the
brave soldiers of the Pa-
kistan Armed Forces
demonstrated excep-
tional courage and
forced the enemy to re-
treat.

She said the sacri-
fices of Pakistan’s sol-
diers proved that nations
do not win wars through

weapons alone, but
through faith, courage,
determination and resil-
ience.

According to the
provincial advisor, the
sacrifices and bravery
displayed by Pakistan’s
armed forces during the
1965 war remain an en-
during chapter in the
country’s defence his-
tory. Nation Pays Hom-
age to Martyrs Meena
Majeed Baloch paid rich
tribute to the martyrs of
Pakistan who sacrificed
their lives for the de-
fence of the country.

She said the brave
sons of the nation who
laid down their lives for
the defence of the home-
land would always re-
main a source of pride
and honour for Pakistan.

The entire nation
pays tribute to the mar-
tyrs who sacrificed their
lives for the defence of
the country,” she said,
adding that the nation
also stands in complete
solidarity with the fami-
lies of the martyrs.

She emphasized
that the sacrifices of the
martyrs  represent
Pakistan’s honour, dig-
nityand pride, and their
legacy would continue
to inspire future genera-
tions. Renewed Commit-
ment to Defence of Paki-

stan The provincial ad-
visor said Defence Day
provides an opportunity
for the nation to renew
its commitment to pro-
tecting the country and
safeguarding its sover-
eignty.

She said Pakistanis
should reaffirm their re-
solve that they would
not hesitate to make ev-
ery sacrifice necessary
for the defence of their
homeland.

On Defence Day,
the entire nation pays
heartfelt tribute to the
Pakistan Armed Forces,”
she said, adding that
the success achieved
during the 1965 war
strengthened  the
nation’s morale and
demonstrated the cour-
age and determination of
Pakistan’s armed forces.

Defence Day Re-
minds Nation of Sacri-
fice Meena Majeed
Baloch said September 6
continues to remind the
nation of the spirit of
sacrifice displayed by
Pakistan’s martyrs and
war heroes.

She said the day re-
news the national com-
mitment to the defence
of Pakistan and provides
an opportunity to
honour those who made
the ultimate sacrifice for
the country.
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Security forces kill over 20 terrorists during
multiple engagements in KP: ISPR

against khawarij at-

NEWS DESK: Security
forces killed over 20 ter-
rorists during multiple
engagements in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa between
September 3 and 5, the
military’s media affairs
wing said on Sunday.

“According to Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), the slain
terrorists were spon-
sored by India and be-
longed to Fitna-al-
Khawarij — a term the
state uses for the
banned  Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

The ISPR state-
ment mentioned an en-
gagement in KP’s North
‘Waziristan on the night
between August 31 and
September 1. Securit
forces had initially killed
15 terrorists who were
trying to infiltrate into
Pakistan through its
border with Afghanistan

e time.

Following that, 10
‘more terrorists holed up
in the area were killed,
the statement said, add-
ing that a total of 25 ter-
rorists trying to enter Pa-
kistan had been killed in
that event.

In another encoun-
ter in North Waziristan,
movement of another
group of terrorists along
the Pakistan-Afghani-
stan border was picked
up by the security
forces. “Own troops ef-
fectively engaged this
group of khawarij. As a
result of precise and
skillful engagement,
seven khawarij were
neutralised,” the ISPR
statement said.

Separately, four

more terrorists were
killed in two different
encounters in Kohat and
Dera Ismail Khel during
joint operations, accord-
ingto ISPR.

It said, “These re-
peated incidents along
the Pakistan-Afghani-
stan border have once
again vindicated

Pakistan’s persistent
stance regarding the ab-
ject failure of the Afghan
Taliban regime to deny
the use of Afghan soil to
the terrorist

isation, under their

the nation’s frontiers”.
“Sanitisation opera-
tions are being con-
ducted to eliminate any
other India-sponsored
kharji found in the area
as relentless counter-
terrorism campaign un-
der the vision ‘Azm-i-
Istehkam’ (as approved
by Federal Apex Commit-

tee on National Action

Plan) by security forces
and law enforcement
agencies of Pakistan will
continue at full pace to
wipe out the menace of

dand -

tempting to infiltrate
across the Pakistan-Af-
ghanistan border,” the
statement said.

He said that defend-
ing the country’s bor-
ders and eliminating ter-
rorism were among the
government’s top priori-
ties.

President Zardari
urged the Afghan
Taliban rulers to prevent
the use of Afghan soil by
terrorists.

KP has been facing

PM, president highlight Pakistan's growing role in
regional security as nation observes Defence Day

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and President Asif
Zardari highlighted
Pakistan’s growing role
in regional security on
Sunday as the nation
observed its 61st De-
fence and Martyrs’ Day.

The day began with
a 3l-gun salute in
Islamabad and a 21-gun
salute in the provincial
capitals, state broad-
caster Radio Pakistan re-
ported.

A change of guards
was also held at the
Quaid’s mausoleum in
Karachi. A contingent of
64 male and cight female
cadets from the Pakistan
Air Force Academy par-
ticipated in the guard-
changing ceremony with
Asghar Khan assuming
guard duties.

Defence Day is ob-
served every year on
September 6 to com-
‘memorate the legacy of
the 1965 war, which be-
gan after India launched
an attack across the in-
ternational border.

The war ended with
a ceasefire on Septem-
ber 22, and peace be-
tween the two countries
was i under

patronage, for cross-
border terrorism.

“The  Afghan
Taliban regime has con-
sistently failed to ensure
effective border man-
agement and honour its
international counter-
terrorism obligations.™

The  statement
added that security
forces “remain resolute
and unwaveringin their
commitment to defend

supported  terrorism
from the country,” the
statement read.
President Asif Ali
Zardari paid tribute to
the security forces for
the successful engage-
ments, a statement is-
sued by his office said.
“The president
commended the profes-
sional capabilities of se-
curity forces for suc-
cessful  operations

security
according to monthly
data compiled bythe Pa-
kistan Institute for Con-
flict and Secunly Stud-
ies (PIC!
recorded 54 Ierronsl a(-
tacks last month, mark-
ing a 50 per cent increase
compared to July.
Meanwhile, the
merged districts re-
corded 54 terrorist at-
tacks in August, marking
a 126pc increase.

Soviet auspices in
Tashkent on January 10,
966.

During this war,
1617 square miles of ter-
ritory was occupied by
Pakistan as compared to
446 square miles of
Pakistan’s open and un-
defended territory occu-
pied by India. The Paki-
stan Army had captured
20 Indian officers, 19
junior Indian commis-

sioned officers and 569
other ranks.

PM Shehbaz paid
tribute to the martyrs
and veterans of the
armed forces and their
families on behalf of the
entire nation in a De-
fence Day message is-
sued by his office.

“September 6 is a
glorious chapter in our
national history, remind-
ing us of the unparal-
leled resolve, unity and
sacrifices demonstrated
by our armed forces and
the nation in defence of
our beloved homeland.

“This day provides

us with an opportunity
to pay tribute to the mar-
tyrs and veterans who
made immense sacrifices
to safeguard Pakistan’s
security, sovereignty
and independence. De-
spite the enemy’s unde-
clared aggression and
numerical superiority on
September 6 1965, the
professionalism and op-
erational preparedness
of Pakistan’s armed
forces inflicted a humili-
ating and resounding
defeat upon it on all

fronts,” he recalled.

The prime minister
added, “History bears
witness that during the
1965 war, our armed
forces displayed excep-
tional professionalism
and courage, while the
Pakistani nation demon-
strated remarkable unity,
resilience and steadfast-
ness.
Together they cre-
ated a proud and endur-
inglegacy in our national
history.”

The prime minister
also commended the
armed forces’ response
to India during last

year’s four-day military
conflict, Marka-i-Haq.
“In'line with the glo—
rious tradition of val-
iance, our armed forces,
under the excellent pro-
fessional strategy of
Chief of Defence Forces
and Chief of Army Staff
Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir, Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Ahmad
Babar Sidhu and Naval
Chief Admiral Naveed
Ashraf, delivered a re-
sponse to our age-old
adversary that will be

remembered for genera-
tions.

“The entire nation is
proud of our brave Paki-
stan Army, Pakistan Air
Force and Pakistan
Navy,” he said.

Referring to
Bunyanum Marsoos —
Pakistan’ s military opera-
tion in response to
India’s attack in the epi-
sode — the premier said
its success added an-
other “glorious chapter
to our military history™.

“Our armed forces
have once again demon-
strated that the spirit
and fervour of Septem-

ber 6 remain as strong s
ever.”

He added that the
challenges confronting
Pakistan today de-
manded greater national
unity and solidarity.

“Our traditional ad-
versary, along with
Fitna-al-Khawarij and
Fitna-al-Hindustan, con-
tinues to pursue its ne-
farious designs against
Pakistan, but these hos-
tile forces are facing suc-
cessive and decisive de-
feats.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister (CM) Afridi
thanks Bilawal for well wishes during Sindh tour

NEWS DESK: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi
thanked PPP Chairper-
son Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari on Saturday af-
ter the latter wished him
the best for the rest of
his visit to Sindh.

The KP CM
reached Sindh on a five-
day visit earlier this
week and has been lead-
inga public mobilisation
campaign in the prov-
ince for his party’s Sept
27 nationwide protest
for the release of PTI
founder Imran Khan and
his immediate medical
treatment at the Shifa In-
ternational Hospital in
Islamabad.

After he visited
Larkana, Bilawal wel-
comed him to the “city
of martyrs” in an X post
on Saturday night.

“Best wishes for
the remainder of your
tour across Sindh. We
‘must ultimately return to
apolitics of tolerance, re-
spect and coexistence,
the foundation of any
democracy,” he added.

In response, Afridi
thanked him and noted
that the “beauty of de-
‘mocracyis in freedom of
politics and expression,
independence of judi-

ciary, acceptance of pub-

lic mandate, an indepen-
dent parllamenl and
press being free”.

He also expressed
hope that a large crowd
would come out on the
PTT’s call in Karachi and
Hyderabad, where he is
due today.

The exchange takes
place amid signs of a
thaw between the PPP
and the PTI in the Cen-

el
tre. Aggrieved by alleged
irregularities and rigging
in the recently held elec-
tions in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir and with differ-
ences emerging over the
creation of new prov-
inces, Bilawal said last

‘month that a genuine al-
liance with the PML-N
was not possible until
their grievances regard-
ing the polls were ad-
dressed.

Meanwhile, the PPP
also established formal
contact with the PTL, of-
fering to cooperate with
the party in parliament.

Thus far, the PPP
has been the ruling
PML-N’s main ally in the

—

Centre while the PT is
in the opposition.

Last time Afridi was
in Sindh to mobil
people for a street move-
ment, he had initially
praised the PPP-led
Sindh government’s re-

ception, saying the
democratic legacy of
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and
Benazir Bhutto still
thrived in the province.
However, he had later
accused the the Sindh
government had not up-
holding the honour of
the ajrak and topi and
criticised its treatment of

rally in Karachi on Janu-

ary 11, the party had al-
leged that Afridi had to
face obstacles on his
way to the metropolis.
The party also accused
the authorities of Vio-
lence against its workers
and supporters.

‘Work on Peshawar Road underpasses in
Rawalpmdl to begin tomorrow

NEWS DESK: The
Punjab Communication
and Works Department
will start work on two un-
derpasses worth Rs8 bil-
lion at Race Course Park
and Charing Cross on
Peshawar Road from
Monday.

The Frontier Works
Organisation (FWO)
was awarded the con-
tract and has completed
the alternate road along
Peshawar Road so that
traffic will not be
stopped on the main ar-
tery of the garrison city.

All traffic will be di-
verted to the service
roads of Peshawar Road.

On the other hand,
Punjab Minister for
Communication and
Works Malik Sohaib
Ahmed Bherth directed
the department to start
work on September 7 and
complete it in the mini-
mum possible time, as
per the instructions of
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, so that
people would not suffer.

Traffic to be di-
verted to service roads
as Race Course Park,
Charing Cross projects
get under way

the district administra-
tion told Dawn that ear-
lier it was planned to
construct three under-
passes, including at
Race Course Park, Army
Graveyard and Charing
Cross. However, he said
the plan was changed
and now two under-
passes, at Race Course
Park and Charing Cross,
would be constructed
on Peshawar Road, while
Army Graveyard would
be given an at-grade
road. He said shifting of
utility services, includ-
ing électricity pylons,

Yy
phone and cable net-
works, had been com-
pleted.

He said service
roads had been con-
structed from Qasim
Market to Radio Paki-
stan and from Maryam
Hospital to Rafay Mall
so that traffic could con-
tinue to ply on Peshawar
Road.

“Itis not possible to
close the road for traffic
for two months like the
department did _in
Kutchery Chowk. The
service road has been
completed and all traffic

‘will ply on it from Mon-
day,” he said.

These underpasses
are part of the plan for a
signal-free corridor from
Islamabad Expressway
to Motorway Chowk on
Peshawar Road. The
construction work on the
underpasses has to be
completed by the end of
this year.
The total length of
the signal-free corridor
is 25 kilometres and it
aims to reduce travel
time from Islamabad Ex-
pressway to Motorway
Chowk on Peshawar

Road to 15 to 20 minutes.

Pakistan, seven Muslim nations condemn 'in-
flammatory' Israeli remarks calling to displace
Palestinians from Gaza

NEWS DESK: The for-
cign ministers of Paki-
stan, Egypt, Indonesia,
Jordan, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Tiirkiye and the
United Arab Emirates on
Sunday warned that any
move to forcibly dis-
place Palestinians from
the Gaza Strip would un-
dermine regional stabil-
ity, as they condemned
proposals by senior Is-
raeli ministers to remove
Palestinians from their
land.

The joint statement
followed separate calls
by Isracli Defence Min-
ister Israel Katzand far-
right Security Minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir for the
removal of Palestinians
from Gaza.

Katz said there was

“no real solution for
Gaza in the end without
this migration™ and that
Israel was prepared to
move Palestinians “by
sea, byair, by every way
possible.” Meanwhile,
Ben-Gvir proposed a
seven-year plan for what
he described as “volun-
tary emigration” and
called for a dedicated
government ministry for
emigration.

In ajoint statement

shared by the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, the
foreign  ministers
strongly condemned the

remarks by Katz and
Ben-Gvir.

“Such inflammatory
statements and propos-
als flagrantly violate
principles of interna-
tional law, including in-
ternational humanitarian
law, and pose a direct
threat to the legitimate
and inalienable nghls of
the Palestinian people,”
the joint statement said.

The ministers reaf-
firmed their “unequivo-
cal rejection and con-
demnation™ of attempts

ot A W
or plans to displace Pal-
estinians, whether within
or outside the occupied
Palestinian territory, un-
der any pretext.

“They warn against
the grave conse-
quences of turning calls
for forced displacement
into declared policy or
concrete  measures
aimed at uprooting Pal-

estinians from their
land,” the statement
said.

The ministers said
such actions would con-
stitute a “direct chal-
lenge to international
efforts aimed at achiev-
ing peace,” particularly
United States President
Donald Trump’s Com-
prehensive Plan to End
the Gaza Conflict, which
included an unequivocal
rejection of forced dis-
placement.

They warned that
-

such moves would

“gravely risk undermin-
ing prospects for stabil-
ity in the region.”

The ministers also
stressed that “the Gaza
Strip is an integral part
of the Oceupied Pales-
tinian Territory,*

underscoring "the
imperative of preserving
the unity of the Pales-

tinian territory in the
Gaza Strip and the West
Bank, including East
Jerusalem.”

Further, the minis-
ters noted that a two-
state solution remained
the only route to a just
and lasting peace, with
an independent Pales-
tinian state established
along the lines of June
4, 1967, with East Jerusa-
lem as its capital, in ac-
cordance with relevant
international legitimacy
resolutions.

The eight countries
called on the interna-
tional community, par-
ticularly the United Na-
tions Security Council,
to fulfil its responsibili-
ties by confronung at-
tempts to impose a “new
demographic or geo-
graphic reality” in the
occupied Palestinian ter-
ritory and ensuring re-
spect for international
Taw.

“The ministers reaf-
firm their continued full
support for the stead-
fastness of the Palestin-
ian people on their land
and their rejection of all
attempts aimed at eras-
ing the Palestinian
cause or undermining
the legitimate rights of
the Palestinian people,”
the statement con-
cluded.

Asif slams Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP's) 'dual policy’

NEWS DESK:Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
has said that lhe devo-
lution of power is "inevi-
table" and questioned
PPP's ‘contradictory po-
sition'on the creation of
new provinces and ad-
ministrative units, say-
ing the concentration of
power had rendered the
existing system obso-
lete. Asifargued that the
principle of devolution
had already been settled
constitutionally through
the 18th Amendment but
had not been imple-
‘mented in its true spirit,
He said Pakistan could
either create more prov-
inces or reorganise the
existing administrative
structure, including by
using the country’s 36
divisions, but the con-
centration of power had
to be addressed.

en there is talk
of a Saraiki province in
Punjab, the PPP sup-
ports it or shows a soft
corner on this issue.
And when there is talk
of multiple provinces or

administrative units in-
stead of four, talk of
‘Sindhudesh' begins," he
said in a post on the so-
cial media platform X late
Friday night.

Asif's comments
came after the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Paki-
stan (MQM-P) was de-
nied an opportunity on
Friday to present a eso-
lution against the
"Sindhudesh move-

The PPP had
e e MQM-P for
attempting to "mislead
the people” by tabling
the resolution.

The defence minis-

ter said he saw "some-
thing else" behind the
PPP’s "dual policy”,
adding that he would
delve deeper into the
matter "when the time
comes""

"We are first and
foremost Pakistanis.
Devolution was decided
as a constitutional prin-
ciple through the 18th
Amendment, which was
not respected. Time and

circumstance demand
that it be implemented
with integrity," he said.

Asif said the con-
centration of power had
‘made the current system

obsolete and that it
needed to be "cor-
rected". "Provinces or
administrative units,
whatever label you want
toapply. You have 36 di-
visions, use them, or de-
vise some other admin-
istrative-geographical
scheme. The devolution
of power is inevitable,"
he said. Asif's remarks
came as the PPP, a key
ally of the PML-N-led
ruling coalition, ques-
tioned Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif's silence
over the debate on cre-
ating new provinces and
sought his stance on the
matter. The PPP had ear-
lier maintained that any
move to create addi-
tional federating units
must follow the proce-
dure laid down in the
Constitution.
However, the PPP-
led Sindh government
on Wednesday got a
resolution passed by the
provincial assembly op-
posing any further divi-
sion of the country’s ex-
isting four provinces.




