Dr Ayesha Faiz Sent on

Three-Day CTD Remand...

Page Nol

Winds of change to where?

Page No 2

Government Taking Every
Possible Step to Resolve...

PageNo3

56 Road Accidents Leave 69 Injured,
One Dead Across Balochistan

PageNo 4

First Digital,Print Daily of Balochistan

QUETTA VOICE

Editor: Asim Khan.

Rs.10.00 Vol.VII:No:304

Email address:dquettavoice@gmail.com

Website: www.quettavoice.com

Tuesday 08, September, 2026

Pakistan rejects India's 'baseless' claims on status of

NEWS DESK:

The Foreign Office (FO) on Mon-
day rejected Indian claims about
the status of occupied Kashmir,
saying that New Delhi’s “unilat-
eral claims of sovereignty have
no bearing on the internationally
recognised disputed status of the
territory”.

The statement came after the
United Nations voted on Friday
toback a resolution spearheaded
by several African countries
aimed at “a more accurate repre-
sentation” of continental land-
masses, making their continent
bigger while shrinking North
America and Europe. India was
among the 164 countries that
voted in favour of the resolution.

However, the Indian Minis-
try of External Affairs on Sunday
issued a statement, saying that
the resolution did not constitute
the endorsement of any specific
map, projection or depiction of
natural boundaries. It also said
thatits territory, “including Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh™, must
be depicted in chDl‘ddnLC with
its “official map”, adding that any
deviation was “unacceplab]e”.

In the statement issued on
Monday, FO Spokesperson
Sajjad Haider Khan said: “Paki-
stan categorically rejects India’s
baseless assertions regarding the
status of Jammu and Kashmir
which are contrary to internation-
ally recognised facts.”

“India’s unilateral actions
and continued illegal occupation
cannot alter the internationally
recognised dnsputcd status of
Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

He added that the Kashmir
issue remained one of the oldest
unresolved internationally
recognised disputes on the
agenda of the United Nations
(UN) Security Council.

“The relevant UN resolu-
tions stipulate that its final dis-

occupied

Kashmir

File Photo: A police officer stands guard outside the Ministry of Forelgn Affairs in Islamabad.

position must be made in accor-
dance with the relevant Security
Council resolutions and the will
ofthe Kashmiri people, expressed
through a free and impartial plebi-
scite under UN auspices,” he
added. “The official UN maps,
which depict Jammu and Kashmir
as adisputed territory, remain the

only

India i stops human

of its current legal status,” he
said. “India’s so-called official
maps and unilateral claims of sov-
ereignty have no bearing on the
status of the disputed territory,”
the FO spokesperson said.
““Pakistan urged the interna-
1|

rights violations in Indian Tlle-
gally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
‘mir, and fulfils its commitment to-
wards the realisation of the right
to self-determination of the
Kashmiri people, in line with the
relevant UN Security Council
lutions,” the FO spok

tional to ensure that

pokesp!

son concluded.

The UN resolution said the
new map, known as the Equal
Earth cartographic projection, “is
a relevant option for improving
the accuracy of the cartographic
representation of the world”.

It urged member states to
adopt the new map in place of

the traditional Mercator projec-
tion, which was designed for mari-
time navigation by Flemish car-
tographer Gerardus Mercator in
1569. The United States had
slammed the resolution, saying
such moves are “the reason this
institution is losing its credibil-
ity”,

Dr Ayesha Faiz
Sent on Three-
Day CTD
Remand in Quetta

ALI HAMZA:

An anti-terrorism court in
Quetta has remanded
former police surgeon Dr
Ayesha Faiz to the
Counter-Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) for three
days in connection with a
case registered against

ficials produced Dr
Ayesha Faiz before the
court and requested her
physical remand for inves-
tigation.

The court approved the request
and handed the former
police surgeon over to
CTD custody for three

days.
According to officials, cases

File Photo: Former police surgeon Dr Ayesha Faizto the
Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) for three days in
connection

her.

Special Anti-Terrorism Court
Judge Muhammad Ali
Mubeen issued the order
on Monday after CTD of-

have also been registered
against Dr Ayesha Faiz
with the NCCI and CTD.

Further investigation into
the case is underway.

56 Road Accidents Leave 69 Injured,
One Dead Across Balochistan

QUILI TA: At least 56 road acudents were reported across Balochlstan ina smgle day.

QASEEM SHAH:

QUETTA: At least 56 road
accidents were reported
across Balochistan in a single
day, leaving 69 people injured
and one person dead, accord-
ing to figures released by the
Medical Emergency Response
Centres (MERC) 1122
Balochistan.

The accidents were re-

ported at different locations
across the province, keeping
emergency response teams
busy throughout the day.
According to the report,
road crashes were recorded in
several areas, including
Quetta, Sibi, Saranan, Washuk,
Panjgur, Barkhan and Zhob.
Emergency teams re-
sponded to the incidents and
provided medical assistance to
those injured in the crashes.

One of the accidents resulted
in a fatality.

The figures offer another
worrying reminder of the risks
faced by people travelling on
Balochistan’s highways and
major roads.

For many residents, long-
distance travel is a daily ne-
cessity, making road safety a
particularly serious concern.

The continued frequency
of crashes highlights the need

for motorists to exercise
greater caution while authori-
ties strengthen traffic enforce-
ment and road-safety mea-
sures, particularly on accident-
prone routes.

The latest MERC figures
also underline the importance
of maintaining a quick and ef-
fective emergency response
system to ensure that injured
people receive timely medical
care after road crashes
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ZAHID HUSSAIN:
THERE is much talk
of the ‘winds of
change’, but where
are they blowing
from? Well-briefed
sections of the media
and well d

Winds of change to where?

litical order and a call
for structural change.

A statement by
the military spokes-
man soon after gave
further shape to the
emerging plan.

hose

trative boundaries,
empowering local
governments is both
more practical and ur-
gently needed to take
democracy to the
grassroots.
Devolution from

cabinet ministers tell
us that some form of
administrative restruc-
turing to create new
provinces is inevitable,
and that it may come
sooner rather than
later.

We are told it is
“the will of the people’
and that anyone who
opposes it will be
swept aside. One can-
not help but wonder
whether it is really the
will of the people or
lhal of the powers that

Cunously, while
federal ministers be-
longing to the ruling
PML-N deny any pub-
lic knowledge of such
a move, the PPP has
vowed to resist the
creation of new prov-
inces.

And there has
been no debate on the
issue in parliament or
the provincial assem-
blies.

Perhaps, as with
the previous 26th and
27th Amendments, the
draft is being prepared
somewhere else, and
lawmakers are ex-
pected simply to rub-
ber-stamp it.

Speculation about
an impending 28th
amendment on admin-
istrative restructuring
had been circulating
for some time, but it
was the interior
minister’s public state-
ment last month that
confirmed that a
change was in the off-
ing.

His remarks
amounted to an indict-
ment of the entire po-

the centre to the prov-
inces, and from the
provinces to the local
level, is a core feature
oflhe 18th Amend-
men

Unfonunalely, the
provinces have failed
to implement the sec-
ond stage of this devo-
lution. That failure has
distorted the system
and caused wide-
spread governance
breakdown.

Local govern-
ments have not only
had their powers cur-
tailed but have also
gone years without
clections.

Punjab, for in-

triggered intense pub-
lic debate over a plan
whose contours re-
main obscure.

All manner of sug-
gestions — from the
creation of new ad-
ministrative units to
devolution — are be-
ing floated.

Yet even the po-
litical partics and fed-
eral ministers who
adamantly support re-
structuring admit they
have no clear frame-
work for how it should

e carried out.

The collapse of
the system is the re-
sult of the denial of
democratic rights to

the people. stance, has held no lo-
There is no dis- cal government elec-
agreement that the ex- tions for years despite

isting political power
structure has long Court orders.
since collapsed and 1 ' Sindh and KP
can no longer deliver. 1 £ have held electi-o--ns,
But any attempt worsen the chaos and even the semblance of south Punjab province, industrial hub under di-  but their local govern-
to salvage the system fuel instability. democracy that re- but whether it should rect federal control.  ments’ powers have
through patchwork Yet given the ex- mains. be divided along lin- Both proposals been drastically re-
will fail. isting imbalance of The creation of guistic or administra- amount to cutting off duced,
The crisis runs far power in favour of the new administrative tive lines remains a Sindh’s capital city, and their finances
deeper and cannot be  establishment, there units and devolution of  sticking point. Simi- which makes no are controlled by pro-
resolved merely by re-  appears little likelihood - power to local govern- sense; any such move vincial governments,

repeated Supre--me

Y,
while there ap-

making those powers
mandatory.

The grand idea of
creating more prov-
inces, and governance
reform imposed by the
establishment,

will only expedite
the very collapse of
the state that the inte-
rior minister men-
tioned.

It must be left to
parliament and the po-
litical parties to build
consensus on devolu-
tion to local govern-
ment, which is essen-
tial for democracy and
good governance.

We have the ex-
ample of political par-
ties jointly working on
the 18th Amendment,
which strengthened
federalism through the
devolution of power to
the provinces.

A major problem,
however, is the secu-
rity set-up’s growing
control of the state.

Acivilian govern-
ment of doubtful legiti-
macy, beholden to the
establishment for its
survival, is in no posi-
tion to resist pressure.

The collapse of
the system is the re-
sult of the denial of
democratic rights to
the people, and the rot
cannot be stopped

drawing administra- of resistance from a ments has long been could spark an upris- rendering them largely through imposed solu-
tive units. civilian leadership of viewed as a way to pears to be a general ing in the country’s ineffective. tions.

Some media re- questionable legiti- improve governance. KP of a d-bi t prov- Even a megacity A country mired in
ports, apparently macy. Yet the country’s Hazara province, the ince. like Karachi is gov- economic, political and
based on the official The 26th and 27th  political parties have exact boundary re- Likewise, dividing erned directly by pro- internal security crises
briefing, suggest the Amendments have al- never reached a con- mains disputed. Balochistan into sev- vincial ~ministers. cannot afford another
stillto be finalised 28th  ready damaged the sensus on the issue, The to eral administrative Bal-ochistan, the issue di-
amendment is not lim-  foundation of the Con- and the constitutional ~divide Sindh, however, units would only country’s most  viding the people.
ited to new adminis- stitution by virtually requirement of a two- rem-ains the most worsen an already troubled pro-vince, has These so-called
trative units but also destroying judicial in-  thirds contentious issue. Not  volatile situation. virtually abandoned winds of change are
envisages ‘sweeping dependence; majority in both surprisingly, the PPP Far from improv- the local government certainly not good for
governance restruc- many are of the the national parliament has campaigned ag- ing governance, such system, further disen- the future of democ-
turing’. view that the judiciary and provincial assem- gressively against a arbitrary plans, con- franchisingits popula- racy and the country.

Structural reform has beenreducedtoan blies has made the cre-  plan that would create  ceived arguably by ex- tion. What we need is
is inseparable from extension of the ex- ationofnew provinces a separate Karachi tra-constitutional ele- ‘What is needed is the restoration of de-
democracy, and any ecutive. almost impossible. province, ments, are impractical. a constitutional mocracy and the su-
change imposed by A 28th amend- There is broad while others have Rather than pur- amendment clearly premacy of the Con-

extra-constitutional ment as currently con- agreement on estab- suggested placing the suing a controversial defining the powers of
forces will only ceived would destroy lishing a separate country’s financialand redrawing of adminis- local government and

stitution to stem the
rot.

Plastic i

ByMpyra Zahid:
In the dusty plains of
Balochistan, where
drought already strains
farms and families, a
different kind of
threat is moving in qui-
etly. It cannot be seen,
smelled, or stopped at
the door.

It is microplastics,
plastic fragments smaller
than five millimeters, and
they are now turning up
in the air we breathe, the
soil we farm, and even
inside newborn babies.

Microplastics form
when plastic waste
breaks down under sun,
heat, and friction.

hey have been
found almost every-
where scientists have
looked: household dust,
farmland, drinking water,
vegetables, and human
tissue.

The United Nauon;
Environment Programn
(UNEP) estimates that
the average person eats
and breathes in roughly
39,000 to 52,000
microplastic particles
everyyear.In 2019, a glo-
bal study commissioned
by WWF International
made headlines when it
calculated that people
may be ingesting close
to a credit card’s worth
of plastic every week.
The Express Tribune
carried the story for Pa-
kistani readers, a re-
minder that this is not a
distant problem, but one
already inside our food
and water.

Pakistan’s
Plastic
Problem

in the Womb Balochlstan S Inv1s1ble Health Cris

defenses. Lab tests
show that fine water fil-
ters (around 0.2 microns,
such as certified reverse-
osmosis systems) can
remove 94 to 100 per-
cent of plastic particles
from drinking
water.

Balochistan’s Agri-
culture Department is al-
ready distributing seeds
for home gardening.
Fanilies

growing their own
vegetables on terraces
or small plots, using
compost instead of plas-
tic mulch, can

cut their exposure
while also improving
food security.

Small daily habits
help too: choosing cloth
bags and glass or metal
bottles over plastic,
never heating

food in plastic con-
tainers, and never burn-
ing plastic waste, which
releases microplastics
and toxic fumes directly
into the air.

A Policy Gap,
and a Climate
- e Connection
Pakistan generates world’s worst plastic sclentists in Ttaly found  such as BPA and phtha- caten almost daily. No Experts say
anestimated 6.41 million  polluters. microplastics inside  lates, both known to dis-  equivalent studyhas yet microplastic pollution
tons of plastic waste a When this waste the human placenta for rupt hormones. been done in needs to be treated as
year according to the breaks down in open the first time, proof that These chemicalsare Balochistan, but the both an environmental
UN’ Development dumps, fields, and gut- plastic particles can pass ~linked to low birth risk factors are famil- and a public health
Programme (UNDP), ters, it does not disap- from a pregnant mother weight and long-term iar here too: communi- issue. That means
with the vast majority pear. It fragments to her unborn child. developmental risks in ties along the Gwadar, enforcing waste man-
never properly col- into microplastics Since then, children. Pasni, and Ormara coast- agement laws, banning
lected or recycled. The  that drift into the air or have also  found In Pakistan, a 2024 line depend single-use plastics and
World Wide Fund  sink into the soil, even- microplastics in human ~study by the University ~just as heavily on plastic
for Nature (WWF) says  tually working their way ~ breast milk. of Karachi’s Institute of the sea, while facing mulching in farm-
percent of the intothe crops we eat. According to expo-  Marine Science found ~ even thinner access to ing, and monitoring
country’s plastic waste  [V[others and  sure datareported in the microplastics in the maternal and child microplastics in soil, air,
is mismanaged, . . Journal of the Pakistan breast milk of lactating healthcare. and food, somelhmg
leftin open dumps, Babies at RiSK  Medical Association mothers in fishing com-  What Can Be Pakistan currently does
burned, or washed into The most alarming  (JPMA), munities along the very little of.

microplastics can  Karachi coast, Done

rivers and the sea. That  discoveries are happen-
carry toxic chemicals where seafood is There are practical

puts Pakistan among the —ing before birth. In 2020,

Climate change is
making the problem

worse.

Rising heat speeds
up plastic breakdown,
drought driven dust
storms carry particles
further through the air,
and floods wash plastic
waste into farmland and
waterways. Protecting
mothers and children
from microplastics is, in
that sense, alsoa matter
of climate justice.

Pakistan’s progress
on the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals is
already behind: official
data shows

reliable figures exist
for less than 10 percent
of SDG indicators na-
tionally, and only 7 per-
cent for

Balochistan.
Microplastics sit at the
intersection of two of
those goals, SDG 13 (Cli-
mate Action) and

SDG 3(Good Health
and Well-being), yet re-
‘main almost entirély un-
measured here.

The Bottom
Line

Microplastics are
invisible, but the risk
they carry is not. In a
province already facing
drought, poverty,

and stretched
healthcare, this is a
threat reaching the next
generation before it is
even born.

Waterfiltration,
home gardens, and less
plastic use can help right
now. But lasting protec-
tion will nee:
realmonitoring, enforced
policy, and research —
starting with the studies
Balochistan still doesn’t
have.
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Government Taking Every Possible Step to Resolve Public
Issues: Zarin Khan Magsi

QUETTA: Parlia-
mentary Secretary for
Law, Tourism and
Culture Nawabzada
Mir Muhammad Zarin
Khan Magsi has said
that the government is
taking every possible
step to address public
grievances and re-
solve people's basic
problems.

Speaking to vari-
ous delegations from
his constituency and
other districts of
Balochistan at his of-
fice, Zarin Khan
Magsi emphasized the
importance of trans-
parency and timely
completion of develop-
ment projects, saying
that resolving basic
public issues remains
the government's top
priority.

all relevant stakehold-
ers to achieve these
objectives.

During the meet-
ing, various delega-
tions and individuals
presented their re-
gional and personal
grievances before the
Parliamentary Secre-
tary. He listened to
their concerns atten-
tively and issued im-
mediate directives to
the relevant depart-
mental officials for
necessary action.

Zarin Khan Magsi
reiterated that effec-
tive public service,
transparency in devel-
opment schemes and
timely resolution of
citizens' problems are
essential for improving
people's quality of life
and promoting sustain-

ernment is committed
to completing public
welfare and develop-
ment projects accord-
ing to required quality
standards and within
the stipulated
timeframe. He added

of the country and na-
tion lies in the estab-
lishment of a modern
education system.
He stressed that
encouraging the
younger generation to
pursue modern educa-
He further said tion s essential for na- sured the visiting del- that full cooperation able development
that the bright future tional stability and egations that the gov- would be extended to across Balochistan.

Oil and Gas Development Company Limited (OGDCL)
Builds 100 New Homes for Local Residents in Sohbatpur

SOHBATPUR: Deputy
Commissioner
Sohbatpur Fareeda Tarin
conducted a detailed
visit to the site of 100
new houses being con-
structed by the Oil and

as Development Com-
pany Limited (OGDCL)
for local residents and
reviewed the ungomg

prosperity and would
cnable them to repre-
sent Pakistan more ef-
fectively at both na-
tional and international
levels.

Nawabzada Mir
Zarin Khan Magsi as-

Deputy Commissioner
thoroughly inspected
the construction materi-
als, quality of work, ba-
sic facilities and other
aspects of the housing
project. She also re-
viewed the progress of
construction at the sits
Deputy Commi
sioner Fareeda Tarin di-
rected the concerned au-
thorities and construc-
tion staff to ensure that
no compromise is made
on construction quality.
She instructed them

sic facilities and other
social development
projects in Sohbatpur in
the future.

The housing initia-
tive is being viewed as
an important step toward
living con
tions for deserving fami-
lies and strengthening
community-focused de-
velopment efforts in
Sohbatpur.

to complete all work ac- newly  constructed
cording to the pre- homes. The Deputy
scribed standards and Commissioner appreci-
within the stipulated ated OGDCL initiative
timeframe. She empha-  to construct 100 houses
sized that transparency for local people in
must e ensured Sohbatpur, describing it
throughout the project as a wel-
so that deserving fami- fare project. Shesaid the
lies can receive quality, ~ initiative would not only
safe and adequate hous-  provide better housing
ing facilities on time and  facilities to deserving
live with dignity in their ~families but would also

contribute to improving
their overall quality of
life. Fareeda Tarin
thanked the OGDCL
management for launch-
ing the housing project
for the welfare of the lo-
cal ion. She ex-
pressed hope that
OGDCL would continue
toplaya positive and ef-
fective role in public
welfare, provision of ba-

Quetta DC Reviews Ongoing Development Projects,
Modern IT Lab Progress

||

QUETTA: A meeting
chaired by Deputy Com-
missioner  Quetta
Mehrullah Badini re-
viewed various ongoing
development projects in
Quetta city, along with
progress on the estab-
lishment of a modern IT
lab.

The meeting con-
ducted a detailed review
of ongoing development
activities, the current
status  of various
projects, construction
quality, timely comple-
tion and other related
matters. Assistant Com-
missioner (City) Quetta

Hamza, XEN (City)
and other relevant offi-
cials attended the meet-
ing. The XEN (City)
gave the Deputy Com-
missioner a detailed
briefing on the develop-
ment projects underway
in different parts of

uetta.

The briefing cov-
ered progress achieved
so far, ongoing con-
struction work, chal-

sl

lenges being faced and  projects to prevent un-  all necessary measures
measures being taken to  necessary delays and to equip the IT lab ac-
ensure timely comple- ensure that Determined ~cording to modern tech-
tion of the projects. targets are achieved nological requirements.
The meeting par- within the stipulated Mehrullah Badini
ticularly discussed im- timeframe. emphasized that devel-
provement of civic facili- Detailed discus- opment projects are of
ties, infrastructure de- sions were also held re-  vital importance for pub-
velopment, the pace of ~garding the establish- lic welfare and improv-
ongoing construction ment of the modern IT  ing civic facilities, and
projects, quality stan- lab. The Deputy Com- no compromise on con-
dards and timely missioner said that the struction quality would
completion of public importance of informa- be tolerated.
welfare schemes. i He directed the
eputy Commis- concerned officials to
sioner Mehrullah Badini accelerate the pace of
directed the concerned ongoing work, ensure
officers to regularly continuous monitoring and status of the ongo-
monitor development and complete all con- ing projects.

Kech DC Seeks Banks’ CSR Support for Health,
Educatlon and Public Facilities

is not merely planning
projects but taking prac-
tical measures to provide

struction activities ac-
cording to the pre-
scribed standards.
urther in-
structed all relevant de-
partments to maintain
effective coordination
and remove obstacles
hindering the comple-
tion of development
projects without delay.
The Deputy Com-
missioner also directed
the concerned authori-
ties to submit regular
progress reports regard-
ing the implementation

cannot be ignored in the
present era.

He directed the rel-
evant authorities to take

TURBAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Kech Yasir
Igbal Dashti chaired an

banks in accordance
with applicable rules and
regulations.

important meeting with and sustain- The participating
managers of various ablerelief to the people. bank managers ex-
banks operating in the He urged bank managers pressed their commit-

district to discuss the
effective and organized
utilization of banks’ Cor-
porate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR) funds for
public welfare,
healthcare, education
and improvement of
civic facilities.

The meeting dis-
cussed several propos-
als aimed at improving
facilities for the people
of Kech. Key initiatives
included the provision
of 300 streetlights in
Turbat city and other
important locations, re-
pair and rehabilitation of
ambulances, provision
of essential facilities at
the Civil Hospital, im-
provement of the educa-
tion sector, and installa-
tion of slreelllghl; in
Turbat Bazaar through

to actively contribute to
the development of
Kech and public welfare
initiatives through their
institutions” CSR funds.

The meeting was
attended by BankIslami
Manager Nasir Ali, Bank
Makramah Limited Man-
ager Tariq Khalid, Bank
Alfalah Manager Khalil
Ahmed, Allied Bank
Manager Hamid Ali, and
Habib Bank Manager
Shabbir Ahmed. mote the overall devel-

The absence of opment of Kech district.
bank managers who The Deputy
failed to attend the meet- Commissioner’s public-
ing was also taken seri- oriented policies and
ously. practical initiatives are

Deputy Commis-  alsoencouraging greater
sioner Yasir Igbal Dashti ~ cooperation among vari-
expressed strong dis- ous institutions, while a
pleasure over the ab- coordinated strategy is
sence and directed that being adopted to make
action be taken against and wel-

‘ment to extending full co-
operation to the district
administration and utiliz-
ing CSR funds for pub-
lic welfare projects.

The district admin-
istration, under the lead-
ership of Deputy Com-
missioner Yasir Igbal
Dashti.

. is actively pursu-
ing measures to resolve
public issues, improve
basic facilities and pro-

trict administration.
The Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized
that health, education
and basic civic facilities
are key areas where sig-
nificant improvements
can  be achieved

through joint efforts.
Yasir Igbal Dashti
aid the district admin-
stration would continue
utilizing all available re-
sources and taking ef-
fective measures to ad-

Addressing _the
meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Yasir lqbal
Dashti said the primary
objective of the district
administration is to uti-
lize all available re-
sources to provide maxi-
mum facilities to the
public.

He said the banking
sector could playan im-
portant role in commu-
nity development and
urged banks to utilize
their CSR funds for
genuine public welfare

dress public issues and
improve civic facilities.

Mastung: Armed Men Attack
Police Station With Hand Grenade,
One Policeman Injured

NEWS DESK The blast injured a
MASTUNG: Uni- police official, who
dentified armed men was shifted to a hos-
attacked a police sta- pital for medical treat-
tion in Mastung witha ment.
hand grenade, injuring According to ini-

one police official, ac- tial information, the in-

cording to police jured policeman is re-
sources. The attack ceiving medical care,
took place at a police while police have
station in Mastung, launched an investiga-
where unidentified as- tion into the incident.
sailants reportedly Police personnel
hurled a hand grenade. are also carrying out

further checks in the
area to trace the at-
tackers and determine
the circumstances sur-
rounding the attack.
The incident
comes amid continued

security concerns in

Mastung and other
parts of Balochistan,
where police and se-
curity personnel re-
main vulnerable to at-
tacks.

Lasbela Division Intensifies Crackdown
Under Drug-Free Balochistan Initiative

HUB: The Drug-Free fering from drug addic-
i tion, while i ifyi

the crackdown against
drug dealers and ensur-
ing arrests as part of the
anti-narcotics cam-
paign. The Social Wel-
fare Depanmenl official

particularly the compre-
hensive Drug-Free Initia-
tive, is being imple-
mented rapidly as part of
efforts to make the prov-
ince free from narcotics.

briefed the Commi
sioner that the construc-
tion of a Drug Rehabill
tation Centre in Uthal is
in its final stages.

The meeting also
decided to establisha re-
habilitation centre in
Hub district to provide
treatment and rehabilita-
tion facilities to drug
addicts. Deputy Com-

issioner Hub Jam Dad
Mandokhail and SP Hub
Mirza Bilal Has
briefed the Commis-
sioner on measures be-
ing taken by the district
administration to combat
drug abuse and traffick-
ing. The meeting further
decided to launch a com-
prehensive drug aware-
ness campaign in educa-
tional institutions and
local communities with
the cooperation of law-
enforcement agencies,
including the police, Ex-

In this regard, a
meeting was held at the
LIDA Conference Hall

Commissioner Saira
Atta,
The meeting re-
viewed various mea-
sures to combat drug
traffickingand addiction
in accordance with the
directives of the Govern-
ment of Balochistan.

he participants
agreed to adopt a zero-
tolerance policy against
drug peddling and dis-
cussed proposals for es-
tablishing specialized
centres to provide free
treatment and rehabilita-
tion facilities to people
suffering from drug ad-
diction.

The meeting also
decided to establish
separate rehabilitation
centres for women suf-

cise Department and
Anti-Narcotics Force
(ANF). As part of the
awareness drive, semi-
nars and walks will be
organized in educational
institutions to educate
young people about the

harmful effects of drugs
and encourage them to
channel their energies
toward education, spor
and other healthy acti
ties.

During the briefing,
Commissioner Saira Atta
directed SP Hub Mirza
Bilal Hassan totake daily
action against individu-
als involved in supply-
ing drugs, particularly
ice/crystal methamphet-
amine and has| and
keep the administrative
authorities regularly in-
formed about the opera-
tions. The meeting also
reviewed the activation
of treatment and reha-
bilitation centres under
the initiative and de-
cided that registration of
drug-dependent indi-
viduals would be carried
out under the supervi-
sion of the Social Wel-
fare Department.

10 Illegal Clinics Sealed in Khuzdar
Crackdown on Fake Doctors
and Unregistered Medical Facilities

KHUZDAR: The Health
Department
launched a major crack-
down against fake doc- and regulations were
tors, quack practitio- sealed on the spot.
ners, unregistered clin- The inspection
ics and illegal medicines teams also reviewed
in Khuzdar cityand sur- medicines available at
rounding areas on the various medical facili-
directives of Deputy ties, registration docu-
Commissioner Khuzdar ments, and compliance
Abdul Razzaq Sasoli.  with legal and quality
A special Health standards for healthcare
Department team, led by~ services.
District Health Officer Speaking on the oc-
Dr. Abdul Hameed casion, District Health
Lehri, conducted sur- Officer Dr. Abdul
isei i Hameed Lehri said that
no leniency would be
shown to individuals
who endanger public
health and human lives.
He said action
against fake doctors,
quack practitioners, un-
registered clinics and il-
legal medicines would be
intensified across the
district. Dr. Lehri empha-

During the opera-
tion, 10 illegal clinics
found violating rules

medical facilities in
Kathan, Koshak Kanak
and different areas of
Khuzdar city.

The team was ac-
companied by Assistant

Commissioner Nal
Abdullah Mengal and
Drug Inspector Abdul
Rasheed Mengal.

sized that protecting
public health and ensur-
ing the provision of qual-
ity medical services re-
main the Health
Department's top priori-
ties. He said indiscrimi-
nate action would con-
tinue against illegal

medical activities
throughout Khuzdar dis-
trict.

The crackdown,
carried out under the
leadership of the District
Health Officer, has been
described as a practical
and effective step to-
ward protecting public
health.

The Health Depart-
ment has also decided to
continue operations in
different parts of the dis-
trict against illegal cli
ics, unqualified practi-
tioners and substandard
or unauthorized medi-
cines.

Ormara Traders Call Off
Protest and Shutter-Down
Strike After Successful Talks

ORMARA: Traders As-
sociation and an all-par-
ties group in Ormara
have withdrawn their call
for a protest and shut-
ter-down strike follow-
ing successful negotia-
tions and intervention
by Assistant Commis-
sioner Dr. Mah Noor

ness community and as-
sured the traders that all
relevant issues would be
resolved  amicably
through mutual consul-
tation, understanding,
and in accordance with
e law.

Following the posi-

tive outcome of the ne-

Barkat. gotiations, President of
The  Assistant the Ormara Traders As-
C issi listened ~ sociation Baba Faheem

banks’ CSR contribu-
tions.

projects and extend full
ion to the dis-

He stressed that the
inistration's priority

the absent bank manag- fare pmjecm more effec-
ers and concerned

Nasir announced the
withdrawal of the strike

to the concerns and res
ervations of the busi-

call. Subsequently, nor-
mal business activities
resumed across Ormara.

n the occasion,
Tehsildar Ormara Noor
Khan and Waja Syed
Maheem Jan, along,
with other local repre-
sentatives, alsomet with
the Assistant Commis-
sioner.

The meeting dis-
cussed the future course
of action and other mat-
ters of mutual concern.
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