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Five Fruit Traders Kidnapped at Gunpoint in
Balochistan’s Killa Abdullah

ALI HAMZA:

QUETTA: The Balochistan
High Court has dismissed a pe-
tition filed by Afghan nationals
seeking permission to continue
their medical and dental edu-
cation in Pakistan.

A division bench compris-
ing Justice Muhammad Aamir
Nawaz Rana and Justice
Abdul Qayyum Lehri delivered
the verdict, rejecting the appli-
cants’ plea for judicial interven-
tion in government policies
governing foreign students.

In its ruling, the high court
held that foreign citizens do not
possess an absolute or perma-
nent right to reside, study, or
pursue professional training in
Pakistan against official state
policy.

The bench emphasized
that core administrative deci-
sions—specifically those re-
lated to immigration control, the
repatriation of non-citizens,
and national security—fall
strictly within the executive
domain of the government.

Consequently, the court
declined to interfere with state
instructions regarding the ad-
mission, transfer, or facilitation
of Afghan nationals across
medical institutions.

The judges noted that
while humanitarian consider-
ations are important, compas-
sion alone does not create a
legally binding right to perma-
nent residency or academic
enrollment for non-citizens.

A Police Man Stands Alert in Quetta: Photo Quetta Voice

QASEEM SHAH,
WEB  DESK:

QUETTA: Five traders from
Punjab were abducted at gun-
point by unidentified armed
men in the Killa Abdullah dis-
trict of Balochistan late Mon-
day night, a senior police offi-
cial confirmed on condition of
anonymity.

The kidnapping took place

in the Gardi Panki area of
Tehsil Gulistan.

The victims—five local
traders from Punjab—had ar-
rived at a farm to load a ship-
ment of melons. While loading
the fruit, five assailants riding
motorcycles suddenly ap-
peared and forcibly carried
them away.

The abducted traders have
been identified as:

Inam Raza

Turkiye says attacks in
Gulf harm peace efforts, must

stop immediately
NEWS DESK:

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan said on Tuesday that re-
ciprocal attacks in the Gulf were
impacting peace efforts to end the
US-Iran war and called for them
to immediately stop, adding that
Ankara also valued the stability
of its neighbour Iran.

Speaking at a joint press con-
ference with his Azerbaijani coun-
terpart in Baku, Fidan also said
freedom of passage should be al-
lowed in the Strait of Hormuz, and

the pre-war status quo should be
re-instated, adding Ankara was in
touch with all involved parties to
find a solution to the matter.

Iran issues passive defence
plan for 3 scenarios, including full-
scale war

Iran’s Armed Forces General
Staff has issued a nationwide
passive defence directive outlin-
ing preparations for three pos-
sible scenarios: the end of war, a
ceasefire, and full-scale war.

Major General Ali Abdollahi,
chief of staff of the Iranian Armed
Forces and chairman of the
country’s Permanent Passive De-
fence Committee, issued the 10-
article directive for Iran’s 2026

File Photo: Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan speaks
during an exclusive interview with Qatar TV in Doha, Qatar,

Balochistan: MCB
Bank Robbery in

Quetta, Armed Men
Flee With Cash

NEWS  DESK:

QUETTA: An MCB Bank
branch on Sariab Road in
Quetta was allegedly robbed
by unidentified armed men,
who held bank staff and cus-
tomers at gunpoint before flee-
ing with an undisclosed amount
of cash.

While affirming that for-
eign nationals must always be
treated with human dignity,

fairness, and in accordance
with the law, the high court
stated that the judiciary can-

not override government direc-
tives on foreign policy.

The bench advised the af-

fected students to contact the
Embassy of Afghanistan to
address their grievances.

According to police sources,
the armed suspects en-
tered the MCB Bank
branch,

threatened employees and cus-
tomers with weapons and
took cash during the rob-
bery.

They escaped from the scene
shortly afterward.

Police arrived at the Quetta
bank robbery scene after
receiving information
about the incident and col-
lected evidence as part of
an investigation to identify
and arrest the suspects.

Authorities have not yet con-
firmed the exact amount
of money stolen from the
MCB Bank branch. Po-
lice said further investiga-
tion into the Sariab Road
bank robbery is under-
way.

Baqir Hussain
Muhammad Adnan
Muhammad Shehzad
Muhammad Adnan

(Azan)
All five men belong to the

Gopang Baloch tribe and are
residents of the Dera Ghazi
Khan district in Punjab.

Authorities stated that
while full details of the abduc-
tion remain scarce, law en-
forcement agencies are ac-

tively gathering intelligence to
trace the missing men and
identify the perpetrators.

This incident highlights a
growing security threat for la-
borers and business workers
operating in Balochistan.

Hostile elements in the
province have repeatedly tar-
geted individuals from Punjab
through identity-card checks,
targeted attacks, and abduc-
tions.

Passive Defence Commemoration
programs, according to Fars
News Agency on Tuesday.

Under the full-scale war sce-
nario, large public gatherings and
in-person events would be sus-
pended, with activities instead
focusing on operational pre-
paredness, continuity of essen-
tial services, resource manage-
ment, public assistance and co-
ordination among relevant agen-
cies.

In the event of a ceasefire
without a definitive end to hos-
tilities, the directive prioritises

public preparedness, vigilance
against hybrid warfare and infor-
mation security, while the end-of-
war scenario provides for the full
implementation of planned exer-
cises, training and public pro-
grams.

The directive also calls for
operational plans to be updated
based on experiences from what
it describes as Iran’s “second and
third imposed wars.” Iran has is-
sued similar directives for its an-
nual Passive Defence Commemo-
ration in previous years, includ-
ing 10-article instructions in 2024
and 2025 focusing on public pre-
paredness and protecting critical
infrastructure.



02 Wednesday,September.16.2026OPINION

QUETTA VOICE
Editor: Asim Khan

Soil Erosion in Bolan, Balochistan: When the Land We
Depend On Begins to Disappear

By Ayesha Tanveer:
In the valleys of Bolan,
the land tells a story that
is easy to miss if we only
look at the surface. The
mountains stand tall, the
valleys stretch across
the landscape, and farm-
ers continue to work the
soil as their families have
done for generations.
But beneath this familiar
picture, something is
changing. Little by little,
the soil that supports
agriculture and rural life
is being washed away
by sudden floods, car-
ried off by strong winds
and weakened by years
of pressure on the land.

Soil erosion may
not happen overnight,
and it rarely makes head-
lines. Yet for the people
who depend on the land,
its effects are real. A
field that once produced
a reasonable harvest
may gradually become
less productive. A farmer
who once relied on rain
and traditional methods
may find that the same
approach no longer
works. For communities
in Bolan, soil erosion is
becoming more than an
environmental con-
cern—it is increasingly
a threat to agriculture,
livelihoods and the fu-
ture of rural life.

A Fragile Land Un-
der Pressure

Balochistan is
Pakistan’s largest prov-
ince by area, covering
nearly 44 percent of the
country’s land. Yet only
a small portion of this
vast region is suitable
for cultivation. In places
like Bolan, farming has
always depended on a
delicate relationship be-
tween soil, rainfall, wa-
ter availability and tradi-
tional knowledge.

That relationship is
now under growing
pressure Bolan lies in an
arid to semi-arid region
where rainfall is limited
and unpredictable. Farm-
ers can experience long
dry periods followed by
sudden and intense rain-
fall. Instead of slowly
soaking into the ground,
heavy rain can rush
through valleys and
fields, creating flash
floods that carry away
the most valuable layer

of soil.
This is one of the

greatest problems with
soil erosion: the soil that
disappears first is often
the soil that agriculture
needs the most.

The topsoil con-
tains organic matter and
nutrients essential for
healthy crops. Once it is
washed away, rebuild-
ing it can take years,
sometimes decades.

When Rain Be-
comes a Threat Rain is
essential for life and ag-
riculture, but in Bolan,
the way rain arrives can
sometimes be as impor-
tant as how much rain
falls.

After months of
dryness, the soil may
become hard and vul-
nerable. When intense
rainfall suddenly arrives,
water can move rapidly
across the surface in-
stead of being absorbed
into the ground. In the
mountainous terrain of
Bolan,  steep slopes
make this runoff even
faster.The result can be
devastating. Water cuts
through fields, carries
soil downhill and depos-
its sediment in streams
and irrigation channels.
What begins as erosion
on a hillside can even-
tually contribute to
blocked waterways, in-
creased flood risks and
damage to agricultural
land.

This creates a diffi-
cult cycle: dry condi-
tions weaken the land,
intense rainfall removes
the soil, and the loss of
soil makes the land even
more vulnerable the next
time heavy rain arrives.

Human Activities
Are Making the Problem
Worse

Nature is not the
only factor behind the
changing landscape.
Human activities have
also played an important
role.

Vegetation is one of
the land’s natural de-
fenses against erosion.
Trees,  shrubs and
grasses help hold soil
together through their
roots and reduce the
speed at which rainwa-
ter flows across the
ground. When vegeta-
tion is removed, the soil

is left exposed.
In many areas, trees

and shrubs are cut for
fuelwood and construc-
tion. Over time, the loss
of vegetation leaves hill-
sides and open land
more vulnerable to wind
and water.

Livestock grazing is
another important part of
life in Bolan, but too
much grazing can place
enormous pressure on
fragile rangelands.
Goats, sheep and cattle
depend on these lands
for food, while local fami-
lies depend on livestock
for income and survival.
The problem arises
when grazing becomes
excessive and vegeta-
tion does not have
enough time to recover.

Without sufficient
grass and shrub cover,
the soil is exposed. Re-
peated movement of ani-
mals can also compact
the ground, making it
harder for rainwater to
enter the soil. More wa-
ter then flows across the
surface, taking soil with
it.Farming Practices and
the Loss of Fertility

Farmers in Bolan are
working under difficult
circumstances. Water is
scarce, rainfall is uncer-
tain and access to mod-

ern agricultural  re-
sources can be limited.
Many farming practices
have developed out of
necessity rather than
choice.

However, some tra-
ditional and intensive
practices can uninten-
tionally contribute to
soil degradation. Re-
peated deep ploughing
can disturb soil struc-
ture, while limited crop
rotation and a lack of or-
ganic matter can gradu-
ally weaken the soil.

In areas where farm-
ers struggle to find
enough fodder for live-
stock, crop residues may
be removed from fields
instead of being left to
protect the soil. As a re-
sult, fields can remain
exposed for long peri-
ods.

The consequences
become visible over
time. As fertile topsoil
disappears,  the soil
loses nutrients and or-
ganic matter. Crops may
grow less vigorously,
and harvests may de-
cline. For a small farmer,
this is not simply a num-
ber on a production
chart. A smaller harvest
can mean less food for
the family, less income
and greater difficulty

paying for seeds, fertil-
izer and other agricul-
tural expenses.

The Hidden Cost of
Declining Soil Fertility

Healthy soil does
more than provide nutri-
ents to crops. It also acts
like a natural reservoir,
holding water and mak-
ing it available to plants
during dry periods.

When erosion re-
moves organic matter
and damages soil struc-
ture, the land becomes
less capable of retaining
moisture. In a dry region
like Bolan, this can be
particularly damaging.

Farmers may then
turn increasingly to
chemical fertilizers to
compensate for declin-
ing fertility.

Fertilizers can help
crops in the short term,
but they cannot replace
the lost structure and
organic matter of healthy
soil. They can also in-
crease production costs
for farmers who are al-
ready financially vulner-
able.

This can create a dif-
ficult cycle:Soil erosion
reduces fertility ? crop
yields decline ? farmers
spend more on inputs ?
production costs in-
crease ? household in-

come falls ? poverty and
economic pressure grow.

Breaking this cycle
requires restoring the
health of the soil itself
rather than relying only
on short-term solutions.

The Problem Does
Not Stop at the Farm

The effects of ero-
sion do not remain within
the boundaries of agri-
cultural fields.

When soil  is
washed away, it often
ends up in rivers, streams
and irrigation channels.
Over time, this sediment
can reduce water storage
capacity and interfere
with irrigation systems.

Sedimentation can
also increase flood risks
during heavy rainfall. At
the same time, the loss
of vegetation can dam-
age natural habitats and
reduce biodiversity.

If degradation con-
tinues for years without
intervention, productive
land may gradually be-
come severely degraded
and increasingly diffi-
cult to cultivate. For
Balochistan, where cul-
tivable land is already
limited, losing even more
agricultural land could
have serious conse-
quences.

A Crisis That Af-

fects People, Not Just
Soil Perhaps the most
overlooked aspect of
soil erosion is its human
cost.

For many families in
rural Bolan, agriculture
and livestock are not
simply occupations.
They are a way of life.
When the land becomes
less productive, the ef-
fects reach directly into
people’s homes.

Lower crop yields
can reduce household
income and increase
food insecurity. Families
may become more de-
pendent on outside food
supplies or government
assistance. As farming
becomes less reliable,
young people may leave
villages and move to-
ward urban areas in
search of better oppor-
tunities.

Over time, environ-
mental degradation can
therefore contribute to
social change and migra-
tion.

This is why soil ero-
sion should not be
treated as an isolated en-
vironmental issue. It is
connected to poverty,
food security, employ-
ment, migration and the
long-term stability of ru-
ral communities.

There Is Still Time
to Act There are practi-
cal steps that can make
a difference. Farmers
can adopt conservation
agriculture techniques
such as reduced tillage,
crop rotation and retain-
ing crop residues. Add-
ing organic matter to the
soil  can improve its
structure and help it re-
tain moisture.

Restoring vegeta-
tion is equally important.
Planting native trees,
shrubs and grasses can
help stabilize slopes and
protect the land from
erosion.

Grazing also needs
to be managed carefully.
Controlled grazing sys-
tems can give damaged
rangelands time to re-
cover while still allowing
communities to maintain
their livestock.

Water management
offers another important
opportunity. Small check
dams, rainwater harvest-
ing systems and im-

proved irrigation meth-
ods can slow down run-
off, capture water and
reduce soil loss. These
measures can be particu-
larly valuable in areas
where every drop of wa-
ter matters.

But no solution will
work without the in-
volvement of the people
who live on the land.

Farmers, livestock
owners and local com-
munities must be part of
the decision-making
process. They under-
stand their environment,
its challenges and its
changing conditions.
Government insti tu-
tions, agricultural ex-
perts and development
organizations can sup-
port them with technical
knowledge, training and
resources, but long-term
success will depend on
local participation.

Conclusion
Soil  erosion in

Bolan is a quiet crisis,
but its consequences
are anything but small.
Every layer of fertile soil
that disappears repre-
sents a loss of agricul-
tural potential. Every
degraded field puts ad-
ditional pressure on a
farmer. Every damaged
hillside increases the
vulnerability of commu-
nities to floods and land
degradation.

The challenge is
becoming more urgent
as climate change, water
scarcity and extreme
weather place additional
pressure on already frag-
ile landscapes.

Protecting Bolan’s
soil therefore means pro-
tecting much more than
farmland. It means pro-
tecting the food security
and livelihoods of fami-
lies who depend on ag-
riculture. It means pre-
serving the natural envi-
ronment and reducing
the risk of future land
degradation.

The soil beneath
our feet may seem ordi-
nary, but for the people
of Bolan, it is the foun-
dation of their lives.

Saving that soil is
not just an environmen-
tal responsibility. It is an
investment in the future
of Bolan and the people
who call it home.

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma
Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent to
global carbon emis-
sions, yet it consistently
ranks among the coun-
tries most exposed to cli-
mate-induced disasters.
This imbalance is not
merely an environmental
concern; it reflects gov-
ernance dilemma rooted
in a weak institutional
coordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and wa-
ter insecurity demon-
strate its far-reaching
global consequences.
Since these impacts tran-
scend national borders,
climate change is inher-
ently a global challenge.
Along with other devel-
oping nations, Pakistan
remains highly vulner-
able.  In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth warm-
est year in the last 64
years, with an average
temperature of 23.52°C
and rainfall levels 31 per-
cent above the historical
average. This highlights
the urgency of collec-
tive international action.

For Pakistan, how-

ever, climate vulnerabil-
ity is compounded by
governance constraints.
Fragmented institutional
coordination,  weak
policy implementation,

and limited emphasis on
adaptation have reduced
the state’s capacity to
respond effectively.
Consequently, the cli-
mate crisis in Pakistan re-

flects not only environ-
mental stress but also
persistent governance
failures. Climate change
refers to long-term shifts
in global weather pat-

terns and temperatures,
primarily driven by hu-
man activities.

According to
United Nations find-
ings, excessive green-

house gas emissions
have intensified heat re-
tention in the atmo-
sphere. Gases such as
carbon dioxide, methane,
and nitrous oxide have

thickened the atmo-
spheric blanket, largely
due to deforestation,
fossil fuel consumption,
and rapid industrializa-
tion.

One of the most vis-
ible consequences of cli-
mate change is rising
global temperatures.

The Copernicus
Climate Change Service
reported that average
global temperatures in
2024 exceeded pre-in-
dustrial levels by 1.52°C.
This warming has inten-
sified heatwaves, pro-
longed droughts, and
increased wildfire risks.
Rising temperatures
have also disrupted
weather systems, lead-
ing to irregular rainfall,
intense storms, and
stronger hurricanes.

Another major con-
sequence is sea-level
rise. Oceans absorb
nearly 90 percent of ex-
cess heat caused by
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, leading to thermal
expansion.  Simulta-
neously, melting glaciers
and ice sheets contrib-
ute to rising sea levels.

According to Ency-
clopedia Britannica, glo-
bal sea levels have risen
by approximately 21 to
25 centimeters since
1880, threatening coastal
livelihoods and infra-
structure.  Climate
change has also intensi-
fied water scarcity, a
growing global concern.
Pakistan is already a wa-
ter-stressed country,
and climate variability
has further exacerbated
this challenge.
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Naseerabad Division Finalizes Arrangements to Vaccinate
Over 413,000 Children in Anti-Polio Drive

Political Leadership’s True Greatness Lies in Public Trust
and Service, Says Balochistan Governor

Quetta Commissioner Orders Faster Completion of Development
Projects Under Quetta Development Package

Loralai Commissioner Holds
Open Court in Mekhtar, Orders Swift

Action on Public Complaints

Chaman Police Arrest Sus-
pect in College Road Shooting

Case, Recover Pistol

NASEERABAD: Com-
missioner Naseerabad
Division Salahuddin
Noor Zai has directed au-
thorities to finalize all ar-
rangements for the up-
coming anti-polio cam-
paign across the divi-
sion,  during which
413,788 children will be
administered polio vac-
cine drops in 126 union
councils.

Chairing a divisional
task force meeting on the
anti-polio campaign, the
commissioner said the
success of the vaccina-
tion drive depended on
a comprehensive and ef-
fective micro-plan.

He directed all con-
cerned officials to ensure
that every activity was
carried out in accordance
with the approved micro-
plan. All deputy commis-
sioners were instructed
to personally supervise

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has said that
the true greatness of po-
litical leadership lies not
in holding power but in
earning public trust and
serving the people.

Reflecting on his
four-decade political ca-
reer, the governor said
his experience had
taught him that politics
should not be used as a
means of

pursuing personal
interests or power, but
as a platform to improve
people’s lives, create op-
portunities for the
younger generation and
contribute to the devel-
opment of society.

He expressed these
views while meeting vari-
ous delegations at Gov-
ernor House Quetta.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail said he con-
sidered it a source of sat-
isfaction that several
landmark projects in the
fields of education,
healthcare and public
welfare had been com-

pleted during his politi-
cal career and that mil-
lions of people in differ-
ent districts were ben-
efiting from them today.

The real success of
a project is not its build-
ing, but the human ben-
efits it creates,” he said,
adding that his greatest
wish was for the shade
and fruits of these
“mighty trees” to con-
tinue benefiting genera-
tions to come.

The governor said

education remained his
highest priority and a
fundamental pillar of his
political vision.

Roads, buildings
and bridges can provide
convenience to society,
but education gives
people the power to
change their destiny,”
he said.

He recalled that
dozens of educational
institutions established
during his political career
had grown into strong

institutions over time.
Thousands of stu-

dents graduating from
these institutions, he
said, were not only shap-
ing the future of their
families but also contrib-
uting to the develop-
ment and progress of the
country.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail expressed
the conviction that lay-
ing the foundation of a
school was, in reality,
laying the foundation of

a generation; building a
college meant building
thousands of dreams for
the future, while estab-
lishing a university
could transform the in-
tellectual future of entire
generations.

He said the rapidly
changing economic and
political landscape re-
quired a greater focus
on human capital devel-
opment.

Given the rapidly
changing economic and
political circumstances,
we have to develop hu-
man capabilities and
nurture minds capable of
taking Balochistan to-
wards knowledge-based
development and a mod-
ern economy,” he said.

The governor em-
phasized that investing
in education and human
potential was essential
for enabling
Balochistan’s youth to
meet emerging chal-
lenges and play a mean-
ingful role in the
province’s future devel-
opment.

paign.
He made it clear that

negligence or laxity of
any kind would not be
tolerated during the
vaccination drive.

 He said the provin-
cial government had is-
sued strict directives in
this regard, which must
be implemented in letter
and spirit.

The meeting was
attended by SSP
Naseerabad Asad Nasir,
Assistant Commis-
sioner Bashir Ahmed
and District Health Of-
ficer Naseerabad Dr
Ayaz Jamali , while
deputy commissioners,
district health officers
and other relevant offi-
cials from other districts

participated through
video link.

Dr Yasir of the
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) gave a de-
tailed briefing on prepa-
rations and arrange-
ments for the anti-polio
campaign.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Salahuddin Noor Zai di-
rected the authorities to
ensure the timely deploy-
ment of polio teams, their
presence in the field,
adequate security ar-
rangements,

counseling of par-
ents who refuse vaccina-
tion and immediate cov-
erage of children who are
missed during the cam-
paign.

He stressed that
every possible measure
should be taken to en-
sure that no child is left
without receiving polio
drops.

the campaign in their re-
spective districts and
ensure its successful
implementation.

The commissioner
also ordered strict moni-
toring of the perfor-
mance of vaccination
teams in the field,
children’s coverage and
security arrangements
throughout the cam-

CHAMAN: Chaman
District  Police have
made a significant break-
through in the investiga-
tion into the killing of
Nazar Muhammad, ar-
resting a suspected ac-
cused and recovering a
pistol allegedly used in
the crime, police said

Nazar Muhammad,
son of Naik Muhammad
and a member of the
Udozai tribe, was shot
and critically wounded
on College Road,
Chaman, on September
9, 2026.

Following the
shooting, he was imme-
diately shifted to Civil
Hospital Chaman.

After receiving ini-
tial medical treatment, he
was referred to Quetta
due to his critical condi-
tion.

However, he suc-
cumbed to his injuries
near Saranan while being
transported.

A case, FIR No. 93/
2026, was registered at
Karezat Police Station
under Section 302 of the
Pakistan Penal Code
against unidentified per-
sons.

Following the inci-
dent, the victim’s rela-
tives staged a protest
outside the Deputy
Commissioner’s Com-
plex, placing the
deceased’s body there.

The protest  was
later called off after suc-
cessful negotiations be-
tween the police and
district administration.

Taking immediate

notice of the incident,
SP Chaman District
Aitizaz Arif constituted
a Joint Investigation
Team (JIT) under the su-
pervision of the DSP/
SDPO Chaman Circle
and issued special direc-
tives for the arrest of the
accused and effective
progress in the investi-
gation.

The JIT, using pro-
fessional investigation
techniques, available
evidence and sustained
efforts,  conducted a
successful operation on

September 14 and ar-
rested the suspected ac-
cused, identified as
Qudratullah.

Police said a pistol
was also recovered from
his possession.

DSP Mujeeb-ur-
Rehman, Inspector
Jahangir Khan Kakar
and Karezat SHO Abdul
Jabbar Achakzai briefed
the media about the po-
lice operation and the
progress made in the in-
vestigation during a
press conference.

The police officers
said the arrest had been
made as a result of pro-
fessional investigation,
available evidence and
continuous efforts by
the investigation team.

According to the
initial investigation, po-
lice said the arrested
suspect, Qudratullah, is
the nephew of the de-
ceased.

Further investiga-
tion is underway, while
investigators are examin-
ing the alleged motive,
available evidence and

other aspects of the
case in detail.

SP Chaman District
Aitizaz Arif appreciated
the JIT for its success-
ful operation and said in-
discriminate legal action
against criminal ele-
ments would continue.

He said protecting
the lives and property of
citizens remained the
police’s top priority and
that those violating the
law would be brought to
justice in accordance
with the law.

MEKHTAR, LORALAI:
Commissioner Loralai
Division Wali
Muhammad Barich
chaired a public open
court in Tehsil Mekhtar,
where residents raised a
range of complaints con-
cerning drinking water,
education, healthcare,
electricity, roads and
other basic civic issues.

The open court was
organized by the Loralai
district administration to
provide residents with a
direct forum to present
their problems before
senior administrative of-
ficials.

Commissioner Wali
Muhammad Barich at-
tended the session as
the chief guest.

The event was at-
tended by Deputy Com-
missioner Loralai Cap-
tain (Retd.) Muhammad
Haseeb Shuja,  Wing
Commander 53 Wing
Loralai Scouts, Assis-
tant Commissioner
Mekhtar Israr Ahmed
Mandokhail, Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Ali Nawaz
Jamali, along with divi-
sional and district offic-
ers of relevant depart-
ments.

Political and tribal
elders of Tehsil
Mekhtar, representa-
tives of the traders’ as-
sociation, members of

civil society and a large
number of local resi-
dents also participated.

Residents from dif-
ferent areas of Mekhtar
directly presented their
complaints and sugges-
tions to the commis-
sioner and district ad-
ministration.

Major issues raised
included the provision
of clean drinking water,
education, healthcare,
electricity, roads, drain-
age, municipal services,
sanitation and the per-
formance of government
institutions.

Commissioner Wali
Muhammad Barich lis-
tened attentively to the
complaints and propos-
als and directed the con-
cerned officers to ensure

directed the relevant of-
ficials to take immediate
action and submit re-
ports on the progress.

The commissioner
stressed that public
complaints should not be
confined to paperwork
and that their practical
and sustainable resolu-
tion must be ensured.

He said the primary
responsibility of govern-
ment institutions was to
provide citizens with
timely and better ser-
vices. He directed all of-
ficials to improve the
performance of their re-
spective departments
and remain present in
the field to address
problems faced by the
public.

D e v e l o p m e n t
Projects Under BSDI

QUETTA: Commissioner
Quetta Division Zeeshan
Lashari chaired a meeting
to review progress on
ongoing and new devel-
opment projects under
the Quetta Development
Package (QDP), avail-
ability of funds and other
related matters.

The meeting was at-
tended by Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini,
Deputy Commissioner
Quetta West Munir
Ahmed Durrani, Divi-
sional Director Develop-
ment Quetta Division
Zahoor Ahmed, Deputy
Project Director QDP
Muhammad Abid and
other relevant officials.

During the meeting,
the Deputy Project Direc-
tor QDP gave the com-
missioner a detailed
briefing on progress on
ongoing development
schemes, fund availabil-
ity, obstacles being faced
in project implementation
and other related mat-
ters.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Zeeshan Lashari said the
Quetta Development
Package was an impor-
tant development initia-
tive, whose completion
would help address traf-
fic problems in the city,

provide better commut-
ing facilities to residents
and contribute to trans-
forming Quetta into a
more modern and im-
proved urban centre.

He directed the
Deputy Project Director
QDP to present clear
Google Maps-based lo-
cations of all ongoing
and new development
projects under the pack-
age at the next meeting.

This, he said,
would facilitate an effec-
tive assessment of each
project’s location, cur-
rent status and
progress.

The commissioner
directed the concerned
authorities to further ac-
celerate work on devel-
opment schemes and
ensure the timely
completion of all ongo-
ing projects.“

One-Month Dead-
line for Zarghoon Road
Work Commissioner
Lashari specifically di-

rected that construction
work on Zarghoon Road
from Hockey Chowk to
Akram Hospital be com-
pleted within one month
so that the project could
be inaugurated on
schedule.

He also directed
that work on the Sariab
Service Road be com-
pleted within two
months.

Regarding an issue
involving mosques
along Sariab Road, he
directed Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta West
to contact the relevant
individuals and find a
practical and acceptable
solution so that devel-
opment work was not
further delayed.

Spiny Sabzal Un-
derpass Reviewed The
meeting also held a de-
tailed review of the pro-
posed Spiny Sabzal Un-
derpass.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Zeeshan Lashari di-

rected the Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta West
to review the steps taken
so far regarding the
project and submit a re-
port on its progress.

He further in-
structed the authorities
to issue necessary direc-
tions to assistant com-
missioners for effective
monitoring of all devel-
opment projects, ensur-
ing that quality, pace of
work and completion
within stipulated
timelines were main-
tained.

New Projects Under
Quetta Development
Package““Officials also
briefed the commis-
sioner on new schemes
being proposed under
the Quetta Development
Package.

The proposed
projects include an Air-
port  Road Flyover,
Sariab Road Flyover,
construction of a pedes-
trian bridge on Airport

Road, installation of un-
derground cables along
Airport Road, and con-
struction of a parking
plaza for the Accountant
General’s (AG) Office,
among other schemes.

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Lashari said no unnec-
essary delay in develop-
ment projects would be
tolerated in view of the
growing traffic problems
in Quetta and the diffi-
culties faced by citizens.

He directed officials
to immediately remove
obstacles hindering
project implementation,
accelerate construction
work and complete all
schemes within their
s t i p u l a t e d
timelines.““He empha-
sized that the benefits of
the Quetta Development
Package should reach
citizens at the earliest
through continuous
monitoring, effective co-
ordination and strong
administrative measures

Gwadar Girls Futsal and Cricket Finals Held at Mir
Kalmaty Inter-Educational Sports Festival 2026

GWADAR: The mega fi-
nals of futsal and cricket
in the girls’ event of the
Mir Kalmaty Inter-Edu-
cational Sports Festival
2026 were held in Gwadar
under the Balochistan
government’s sports-
friendly policy aimed at
providing students, par-
t icularly girls,  with
greater opportunities to
participate in sports and
showcase their talents.

In the girls’ futsal fi-
nal, Dar-ul-Uloom Public
School Gwadar defeated
the University of Gwadar
to win the title.

In the cricket final,
Gwadar Grammar School
beat Government Girls
Higher Secondary

School Gwadar to claim
the championship.

In futsal , Hafsa
Nisar was named the
top scorer and Best
Player, while Fiza Ayub
was declared the Best
Goalkeeper. In cricket,
Ayesha Salam was ad-

judged Best Player as
well as Best Batswoman,

 while At iqah
Ibrahim received the
Best Bowler award.

Chairman Gwadar
Port Authority Noor-ul-
Haq Baloch was the
chief guest at the prize

distribution ceremony.
The event was at-

tended by Mir Arshad
Kalmaty, Chairman Mir
Abdul Ghafour Kalmaty
Welfare Foundation;
District Education Of-
ficer Zahid Hussain; Fe-
male District Education
Officer Zara Khatun;
General Secretary of the
Private Schools Asso-
ciation Maulana Qasim;
University of Gwadar’s
Dr Raheem Mehr;
UNICEF District
Programme Manager
Adil Nodezai; Girls’
Event Head Madam
Balqees Sulaiman; teach-
ers, school heads and a
large number of stu-
dents.

The chief guest and
other dignitaries distrib-
uted trophies, prizes and
awards among the win-
ning teams and out-
standing players.

Speakers said such
sporting competitions
promote healthy compe-
tition,

se lf-confidence,
discipline and teamwork
among young people
while providing female
students with valuable
opportunities to demon-
strate their abilities.

The Mir Kalmaty
Inter-Educational Sports
Festival 2026 is being or-
ganized through col-
laboration between the
Education Department.

their prompt resolution.
He issued on-the-

spot instructions regard-
ing several issues and

The open court also dis-
cussed municipal ser-
vices and improvements
in basic infrastructure.
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Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)-RATS
condemns military strikes against Iran

NEWS DESK: Pakistan
on Monday hosted a
key Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation (SCO)
counterterrorism meet-
ing in Islamabad where
member states, includ-
ing India, China and
Russia,  jointly con-
demned fresh military
attacks against Iran and
backed efforts to de-es-
calate tensions in the
region. The conver-
gence was significant
given the sharply diver-
gent strategic interests
of the SCO members.
The development came
at the 46th meeting of
the Council of the Re-
gional Anti-Terrorist
Structure of the SCO
(SCO-RATS), held under
Pakistan's chairmanship.

The meeting also
came against the back-
drop of continuing US-
Iran confrontation, with
the conflict increasingly
threatening regional sta-
bility and international
energy supplies. The
SCO leaders had already
condemned mili tary
strikes against Iran at its
recent summit in Bishkek
and called for a political
and diplomatic resolu-
tion. According to the
statement issued after
Monday's meeting, the
SCO-RATS Council
"condemned the new
military attacks" against
Iran and reaffirmed the
organisation's previ-
ously expressed posi-

tion. The council also
expressed condolences
to the Iranian govern-
ment and people over the
death of supreme leader
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, as
well as to the families of
those killed.

It reaffirmed sup-
port for the preservation
of Iran's sovereignty, se-
curity and territorial in-
tegrity and backed ef-
forts aimed at de-escalat-
ing tensions, establish-
ing peace and ensuring

Dar, IAEA chief Grossi agree Islamabad MoU
remains best course to defuse tensions: MoFA

Pims fire: Inquiry committee finds 'systemic,
institutional failure' behind tragedy

Constitution must remain supreme, every exercise of
public authority must be within its limits: FCC CJ

NDMA issues flood alert as rainfall expected
to continue until September 17

NEWS DESK: The Na-
tional Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
on Tuesday issued a
flood alert for several
parts of the country as
rainfall was expected to
continue until Septem-
ber 17.

The NDMA said
rainfall in parts of Gilgit-
Baltistan (G-B), Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P),
Punjab and Balochistan
could trigger flooding,
while increased flows in
rivers and streams were
also expected in upper
areas.

It warned that flash
flooding could occur in
G-B’s Gilgit, Diamer,
Ghizer,  Ashkoman,
Gupis-Yasin,  Nagar,
Hunza, Shimshal,
Skardu and Shigar areas.
In K-P, Upper Dir, Swat,
Bajaur,  Malakand,
Kurram, Kohistan,
Mohmand and Orakzai
were also at risk of flood-
ing.

The NDMA said
flooding was expected in
Zhob, Sherani and
Musakhel in
Balochistan, while urban
flooding was possible in
Islamabad and parts of
Punjab,  including
Rawalpindi, Gujranwala,
Sargodha, Jhang, Toba
Tek Singh and
Sheikhupura.

The authority said
it had issued advance
alerts to all relevant in-
stitutions and directed
them to prepare for pos-
sible flooding.

According to the
Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD),

partly cloudy weather is
expected in most dis-
tricts of Sindh while
rain-wind/thunderstorm
(with isolated
heavyfalls/hailstorm) is
expected in southeast-
ern areas l ike
Tharparkar,  Badin,
Mirpurkhas, Umerkot,
Mithi,  Hyderabad,
Nowshera Feroze,
Tando Jam, Thatta,
Karachi and surround-
ing areas on Tuesday
(today).

The NDMA’s Na-
tional Emergencies Op-
eration Centre (NEOC)
was conducting ad-

bridges and low-lying
passages during heavy
rainfall. It urged the pub-
lic to use the Pak NDMA
Disaster Alert app for
verified weather infor-
mation, potential risks
and safety measures.

PM Shehbaz directs
NDMA to ensure relief

Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif directed
NDMA to use all avail-
able resources to provide
assistance and relief to
people affected by
heavy rains and pos-
sible flooding during the
ongoing monsoon sea-
son, according to a state-

heavy rainfall and poten-
tial flooding.

PM Shehbaz di-
rected the relevant de-
partments to ensure the
flow of traffic on link
roads and bridges dur-
ing rainfall  and
strengthen coordination
for the delivery of relief
supplies. He also in-
structed the NDMA to
maintain effective coor-
dination with provincial
authorities and Provin-
cial Disaster Manage-
ment Authorit ies
(PDMAs),  the PMO
said.

The NDMA chair-

vance assessments of
potential risks and en-
suring timely alerts for
the public and relevant
institutions, it said.

The NDMA ad-
vised people to avoid
crossing rainwater chan-
nels, inundated roads,

Ex-cricket captains pen letter to Australian foreign
minister raising concerns about Imran's detention

NEWS DESK: Seven
former Australia cricket
captains have written to
the country’‘s foreign
minister, Penny Wong,
to raise concerns over
PTI founder Imran
Khan’s incarceration,
terming it a matter of “ba-
sic humanity”, Cricinfo
reported on Tuesday.

Imran, 73, has been
imprisoned since 2023
and was sentenced late
last year along with his
wife to 17 years on cor-
ruption charges they
both deny.

According to
Cricinfo, the signatories
of the letter include
Allan Border,  Greg
Chappell, Ian Chappell,
Belinda Clark,  Kim
Hughes, Mark Taylor
and Steve Waugh.

In the letter, they
said they were writing
“not as diplomats or po-
litical figures, but as
former captains who felt
compelled to speak up”.

“The group makes
clear it takes no posi-

tion” on the legal or po-
lit ical  case against
Imran, describing that as
a matter for Pakistan
alone, the report said.

Their concern, they
wrote, was with the treat-
ment of any person in
detention, calling it “a
matter of basic human-
ity, whatever their poli-
tics”.

According to the
Sydney Morning Her-

ald, a spokesperson for
Wong said that Austra-
lia “regularly raises”
Imran’s case in discus-
sions with Pakistan.

“We continue to
encourage authorities to

ensure appropriate medi-
cal care is available to
him,” the spokesperson
was quoted as saying.

Last month, 22 inter-
national cricketers — in-
cluding the Chappell
brothers,  Border,
Waugh, Clark and
Hughes — had penned
an appeal to Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif, call-
ing for Imran’s medical
treatment in line with

Supreme Court direc-
tives.

On August 18, the
Supreme Court directed
the government to move
Imran to Islamabad’s
Shifa International Hos-

pital, a private facility,
within two days for ex-
amination and treatment
by a multidisciplinary
medical board. However,
it later emerged that
Imran was instead taken
to the government-run
Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences.

In February, Indian
cricket greats Sunil
Gavaskar and Kapil Dev
had joined a dozen other
former international cap-
tains, including the
Chappell brothers, Bor-
der, Waugh, Clark and
Hughes, in demanding
better prison treatment
for Imran, who they
called “one of the finest
all-rounders” of the
game.

Meanwhile,  the
government has stated
that Imran’s imprison-
ment is “governed by the
Pakistan Prison Rules,
applicable judicial direc-
tions and security ar-
rangements appropriate
to a high-profile pris-
oner”.

NEWS DESK: Federal
Constitutional Court
(FCC) Chief Justice
Aminuddin Khan on
Tuesday stressed con-
stitutional supremacy
and observed that every
public exercise must be
in accordance with it.

“The Constitution
must remain supreme,
and every exercise of
the public authority
must remain within its
constitutional bound-
aries,” he said while ad-
dressing an event in
Islamabad.

The FCC chief jus-
tice noted that the Con-
stitution was the “su-
preme expression of the
collective will of the
people”.

He went on to say
that every institution
created under it derived
its authority from it and
remained subject to its
limits. “Therefore, the
fundamental philosophy
that must guide the
court is simple yet pro-
found.”

The FCC was cre-
ated as part of the judi-
cial restructuring done
under the 27th Constitu-
tional Amendment,
passed in November
2025.

The contentious
amendment, passed by
Parliament amid the
opposition’s outcry, had
been criticised by some
legal experts as a means

of dethroning the Su-
preme Court (SC) as the

tween individuals but
questions touching the

longed period of institu-
tional preparation before

country’s highest judi-
cial forum, ceding that
position to the FCC.

In his remarks, Jus-
tice Aminuddin noted
that as the FCC was cre-
ated under the 27th Con-
stitutional Amendment,
it was “required to fol-
low the relevant rules”
of the SC until its own
regulatory framework
could be developed.

The judge de-
scribed the creation of
the FCC as an “impor-
tant institutional devel-
opment in the constitu-
tional history of Paki-
stan”.

He highlighted that
constitutional adjudica-
tion occupied a “unique
position in the adminis-
tration of justice”.

“It  concerns not
merely disputes be-

very structure of the
state, the distribution of
constitutional powers,
the protection of funda-
mental rights and the
preservation of the con-
stitutional order.”

Recalling the chal-
lenges faced by the FCC
upon its creation, Justice
Aminuddin recalled that
the court did not inherit
a “fully developed insti-
tutional infrastructure”
when it was created.

“We had to build an
institution while simulta-
neously performing the
judicial responsibilities
entrusted to us by the
Constitution,” he high-
lighted.

“In many respects,
we began our journey
from scratch,” the top
FCC judge remarked.

“There was no pro-

justice could begin; the
court was established,
the judges took their
oath, and the constitu-
tional responsibility of
adjudication com-
menced,” he said.

Recalling that three
benches of the FCC com-
menced their work on the
day the judges took
their oath, Justice
Aminuddin said that
“moment remains a pow-
erful reminder of the
spirit with which this in-
stitution was born”.

He noted that the
FCC initially began its
functioning from the
building of the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC), before it later
moved to its current pre-
mises, formerly the Fed-
eral  Shariat  Court’s
(FSC) building.

NEWS DESK: An in-
quiry committee formed
to probe the deadly fire
at the Pakistan Institute
of Medical Sciences
(Pims) has found “sys-
temic and institutional
failure” and determined
that an electrical failure
was the most likely
cause of the blaze, it
emerged on Tuesday.

The August 26 fire
at a nursery in Pims’
Mother and Child Hos-
pital claimed the lives of
14 newborns. The inci-
dent raised concerns
over fire safety mea-
sures and sparked calls
for accountability, with
criminal action being or-
dered against eight offi-
cials.

Headed by former
interior secretary Shahid
Khan, the committee
was formed on Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s directives on
the day the fire oc-
curred. It has presented
its findings and recom-
mendations in a 43-page
report available with
Dawn.

The committee con-
cluded that “systemic
and institutional failure
is established, while in-
dividual responsibility
varies with the strength
of the evidence”.

It noted that Pims
and its “senior manage-
ment bear the principal
institutional responsibil-

ity for failing to convert
known risks, prior warn-
ings and assigned duties
into an effective safety
system”.

“The electrical
spark explains how the
fire began; the institu-
tional system explains
why it became a catas-
trophe.

“Fourteen new-

crowding, limited evacu-
ation capacity and the
absence of a rehearsed
neonatal  emergency
system constrained res-
cue; delayed institu-
tional activation weak-
ened response; and
longstanding gover-
nance, maintenance and
regulatory failures al-
lowed these vulnerabili-

ficiencies in detection,
alarms, electrical inspec-
tion, evacuation,
firefighting equipment,
drills and emergency
planning.

“Yet those warnings
had not been converted
into a comprehensive,
time-bound and inde-
pendently verified cor-
rective programme be-

The participation of
India was particularly
noteworthy against the
backdrop of strained ties
between Islamabad and
New Delhi. The common
position on Iran reflects
how the issue has
emerged as one of the
few areas where major
powers and regional ri-
vals within the SCO have
been able to find com-
mon ground. The posi-
tion is also broadly con-
sistent with the declara-

The Islamabad
meeting focused prima-
rily on strengthening co-
operation against what
the SCO describes as the
"three forces of evil" -
terrorism, separatism
and extremism.

The council  re-
viewed implementation
of previously adopted
decisions concerning
coordination among the
competent authorities of
member states and ap-
proved work plans for

regional stability.
Delegations from

Belarus, India,  Iran,
Kazakhstan,  China,
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Russia, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan attended the
Islamabad meeting,
along with representa-
tives of the SCO-RATS
Executive Committee.

tion adopted at the SCO
summit in Bishkek earlier
this month, when India,
China, Russia, Pakistan
and other members reaf-
firmed their opposition
to mili tary strikes
against Iran and warned
of their consequences
for regional and interna-
tional stability.

the SCO-RATS Execu-
tive Committee and ex-
pert groups dealing with
counterterrorism.

It also adopted de-
cisions on establishing
and improving informa-
tion infrastructure aimed
at strengthening interac-
tion among member
states.

NEWS DESK:
Deputy Prime Minis-
ter (DPM) and For-
eign Minister (FM)
Ishaq Dar spoke with
International Atomic
Energy Agency
(IAEA) Director Gen-
eral and candidate for
UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Rafael Grossi
about the evolving re-
gional situation, the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (MoFA) said
on Tuesday.

According to the
post on X, MoFA said,
Dar and Grossi spoke
late last night and
agreed that implemen-
tation of the Islamabad
memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU)
“remained the best
course of action to
defuse tensions”.

"Grossi offered
technical support
should the need arise,"
the ministry added.

The ministry fur-
ther added that Dar
reaffirmed Pakistan’s
“enduring commit-
ment” to advancing
the purposes and prin-

ciples of the UN Char-
ter and respecting in-
ternational law and
treaties.

DPM Dar also
highlighted “the cru-
cial importance of the
UN system” in
realising the global
peace and develop-
ment agenda and also

wished Ambassador
Grossi well in his cam-
paign for the office of
UN secretary-gen-

eral, the MoFA added.
FM Dar, Fidan re-

affirm Palestine
stance

FM Dar and
Turkish FM Hakan
Fidan, in a late-night
telephone conversa-
tion on Wednesday,
reaffirmed their
“shared position on

Palestine” and backed
measures against
trade and services
linked to illegal Israeli

settlements, the For-
eign Office (FO) said
on Thursday.

During the con-
versation, FM Dar and
Fidan “reaffirmed
their shared position
on Palestine” and ex-
pressed support for a
joint statement by eight
Arab-Islamic coun-

tries on the UK’s de-
cision to ban imports
from illegal Israeli
settlements.

fore the Nursery fire,”
the report regretted.

“The specific AC 2
defect may not have
been foreseeable; the
need for stronger fire
preparedness plainly
was.”

The committee said
its conclusions were
based on a structured
52-task investigation
drawing upon forensic
evidence, CCTV, call
records, engineering and
maintenance docu-
ments.

ties to coexist.”
The report  also

pointed out a “history of
known but incompletely
closed risks”.

It said that earlier
correspondence by the
Capital Development
Authority (CDA), the
Federal Ombudsman’s
2015 findings, Pims’ own
2025 acknowledgement
of ageing fire safety in-
frastructure, and espe-
cially the July 6, 2026
Nursing Hostel fire had
already highlighted de-

borns were lost not be-
cause one safeguard
failed, but because too
many safeguards were
absent, weak, delayed or
never verified to be work-
ing,” the report  de-
clared. It explained: “The
causal chain is coherent.
A localised electrical fail-
ure most probably
started the fire; combus-
tible and oxygen-sup-
ported conditions accel-
erated it; inadequate de-
tection and protection
failed to contain it; over-

ment by the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO).

During a meeting
with NDMA Chairman
Lieutenant General Inam
Haider Malik in
Islamabad, the prime
minister was briefed on
preparations to deal with

man briefed the prime
minister on the expected
trend of the ongoing
monsoon season and
overall preparations be-
ing made in coordina-
tion with the provinces
and relevant institu-
tions.


