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Security forces kill 7 terrorists in
Balochistan IBOs: state media

Some Govt Officials, NGOs Funding Outlawed
Groups in Balochistan, Discloses Home Minister

File Photo: Security personnel somewhere in Balochistan for maintaining law and order situation.

SC Bail Order Followed by Fresh
Arrest as ATC Sends Imaan Mazari,

Husband to Jail

ALI HAMZA:

QUETTA: Balochistan Home
Minister Mir Ziaullah Langove
has made a major revelation,
disclosing that certain govern-
ment officials, political figures,
and non-governmental organi-
zations (NGOs) are actively
funding and facilitating banned
terrorist outfits operating in the
province.

Addressing a press con-
ference on provincial security,
the Home Minister revealed
that intelligence and law en-
forcement agencies have gath-
ered concrete evidence point-
ing to internal networks pro-
viding financial patronage and
operational cover to outlawed
groups.

Beyond covert organiza-
tional backing, Langove de-
tailed  these militant networks
run aggressive criminal rack-
ets to sustain their operations.

The Minister claimed Tar-
geted extortion (bhatta) now
routinely impacts local traders,
agricultural growers, and
transport operators across
high-risk corridors.

Banned operatives also
execute highway blockades
and armed robberies along key
transit routes, looting commut-
ers and disrupting interstate
supply chains, Langove stated.

Highlighting the extent of
these illicit revenue streams,
the minister informed a recent
incident where he revealed ter-
rorist cells abducted two mem-

15 cops among 21 martyred in
blast at Kohat Police Lines,

more than 80 injured
NEWS DESK:

At least 21 people, including 15
police officials, were martyred on
Friday when an explosives-laden
vehicle detonated near a mosque
in Kohat Police Lines, followed
by terrorists storming the com-
pound and attacking police facili-
ties, according to senior police
and district health officials.

District Health Officer Dr
Nasir Hassan Afridi confirmed the
toll to Dawn, adding that more
than 80 people were injured, with
three in critical condition.

According to officials, SP
Traffic Akbar Shinwari and Dr Is-

FAIZAN ASLAM KHAN:

An anti-terrorism court (ATC) in
Islamabad has rejected police’s
request for a 30-day physical re-
mand of human rights lawyer
Imaan Zainab Mazari-Hazir and
her husband, Hadi Ali Chattha,
and sent the couple to jail on ju-
dicial remand.

The development came
hours after the Supreme Court
suspended their sentences in a
separate social media posts case
and granted them bail.

Islamabad ATC Judge Abul
Hasnat Muhammad Zulqarnain
issued the order after police pro-
duced Imaan and Hadi before the
court in connection with a case
registered at Kohsar Police Sta-
tion.

The couple were arrested
again shortly after their release
from Adiala Jail. According to re-
ports, Islamabad police officials,

led by the SSP Operations,
reached the jail and took them
into custody in connection with
the Kohsar case before present-
ing them before the ATC later at
night.

Former federal minister
Shireen Mazari confirmed the
fresh arrests, saying efforts were
being made to keep the couple
behind bars.

Imaan’s lawyer, Riasat Ali
Azad, also confirmed that a large
contingent of Islamabad Police
had taken the couple to Kohsar
Police Station.

The case was registered at
Kohsar Police Station on March
22, 2025, following a complaint
by City Magistrate Ghulam
Murtaza Chandio.

The FIR accuses Imaan and
Hadi of raising anti-government
slogans and obstructing roads.
Both were nominated in the case.

At the time the FIR was reg-
istered, however, no provision of

the Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA) had
been included.

The charges initially invoked
included Section 188 of the Paki-
stan Penal Code for disobeying a
lawful order issued by a public
servant, Section 341 concerning
wrongful restraint, Section 506
relating to criminal intimidation,
Section 353 concerning the use
of force against a public servant,
and Section 186 for obstructing a
public servant in the performance
of official duties.

Supreme Court Suspends
Sentences

Earlier, the Supreme Court
suspended the sentences handed
down to Imaan and Hadi in the
social media posts case.

A two-member bench com-
prising Justice Naeem Akhtar Af-
ghan and Justice Ishtiaq Ibrahim
heard their appeals against the
Islamabad High Court’s earlier
decision declining to suspend
their sentences.

CTD personnel and the terrorists
was ongoing, the department
said, adding that the AIG had en-
tered the site himself to take part
in the operation and lead the per-
sonnel.

The attack
According to Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa Inspector General
(IG) Zulfiqar Hameed and police
statements, the attack began
when a vehicle-borne improvised
explosive device (VBIED) deto-
nated at the boundary wall near
the mosque inside the Kohat Po-
lice Lines.

At least seven attackers then
breached the compound and
headed towards the CTD and

“The operation will continue
until the complete elimination of
Fitna-ul-Khawarij,” the IG was
quoted as saying, adding that the
police’s morale remained high.

Fitna al Khawarij is a term the
state uses for terrorists belong-
ing to the banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan.

Earlier, television footage
from the scene showed citizens
gathered beside a building with a
collapsed wall, digging through
the rubble and helping the in-
jured. The blast caused extensive
damage to the mosque.

The attack was claimed by
the Hafiz Gul Bahadur-led
Ittehadul Mujahideen.

Photos of lawyer Imaan Zainab Mazari-Hazir and her husband, Hadi Ali Chattha.

rael Orakzai, head of the children’s
department at DHQ KDA Kohat,
were among those martyred in the
attack.

According to police, at least
one attacker was holed up inside
the compound and a clearance
operation was underway.

Meanwhile, the CTD said the
Additional IG CTD reached the
site of the Kohat attack.

An exchange of fire between

Special Branch buildings. Six at-
tackers, including a suicide
bomber, were killed by law enforc-
ers, according to a police state-
ment.

At least one attacker was
subsequently cornered, prompt-
ing police personnel to launch a
clearance operation.

At around 3:30pm, police
said the operation was “in its fi-
nal stages”.

Separately, KP Chief Minis-
ter Sohail Afridi sought a detailed
report on the incident, saying the
targeting of innocent citizens was
“deeply regrettable and unac-
ceptable,” as per a statement is-
sued by his office.He directed
authorities to ensure immediate
treatment for the injured. “The
nation’s morale cannot be damp-
ened by cowardly acts of terror-
ism,” he was quoted as saying.

bers of the ethnic Hazara Shia
community, securing seven
million rupees in ransom be-
fore releasing them.

”This is not a war for
rights—it is foreign-sponsored

terrorism designed to create in-
stability,”

Langove stated, emphasiz-
ing that these groups operate
as proxy networks funded
through illegal extortion, ab-

ductions, and external sponsor-
ship.

Provincial authorities con-
firmed that intelligence-led op-
erations, financial tracking, and
joint security patrols are ac-

tively underway across
Balochistan to dismantle these
funding channels and pros-
ecute facilitators within politi-
cal, administrative, and non-
governmental sectors.

Balochistan:
AG Office

Officer
Ghayoor

Buzdar Dead
in Quetta’s

Sabzal Road
Shooting

QASEEM SHAH:

Ghayoor Dostlani Buzdar, a
young officer serving at the Ac-
countant General (AG) Office,
was killed in a shooting incident
on Quetta’s Sabzal Road, po-
lice sources said.

According to police, uni-
dentified armed men opened
fire on Buzdar in the Sabzal
Road area before fleeing the
scene.

Police officials reached the
site and launched an investiga-
tion into the incident. The mo-
tive behind the killing and the
identities of the attackers have
not yet been established.

Further investigation is un-
derway.
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Soil Erosion in Bolan, Balochistan: When the Land We
Depend On Begins to Disappear

By Ayesha Tanveer:
In the valleys of Bolan,
the land tells a story that
is easy to miss if we only
look at the surface. The
mountains stand tall, the
valleys stretch across
the landscape, and farm-
ers continue to work the
soil as their families have
done for generations.
But beneath this familiar
picture, something is
changing. Little by little,
the soil that supports
agriculture and rural life
is being washed away
by sudden floods, car-
ried off by strong winds
and weakened by years
of pressure on the land.

Soil erosion may
not happen overnight,
and it rarely makes head-
lines. Yet for the people
who depend on the land,
its effects are real. A
field that once produced
a reasonable harvest
may gradually become
less productive. A farmer
who once relied on rain
and traditional methods
may find that the same
approach no longer
works. For communities
in Bolan, soil erosion is
becoming more than an
environmental con-
cern—it is increasingly
a threat to agriculture,
livelihoods and the fu-
ture of rural life.

A Fragile Land Un-
der Pressure

Balochistan is
Pakistan’s largest prov-
ince by area, covering
nearly 44 percent of the
country’s land. Yet only
a small portion of this
vast region is suitable
for cultivation. In places
like Bolan, farming has
always depended on a
delicate relationship be-
tween soil, rainfall, wa-
ter availability and tradi-
tional knowledge.

That relationship is
now under growing
pressure Bolan lies in an
arid to semi-arid region
where rainfall is limited
and unpredictable. Farm-
ers can experience long
dry periods followed by
sudden and intense rain-
fall. Instead of slowly
soaking into the ground,
heavy rain can rush
through valleys and
fields, creating flash
floods that carry away
the most valuable layer

of soil.
This is one of the

greatest problems with
soil erosion: the soil that
disappears first is often
the soil that agriculture
needs the most.

The topsoil con-
tains organic matter and
nutrients essential for
healthy crops. Once it is
washed away, rebuild-
ing it can take years,
sometimes decades.

When Rain Be-
comes a Threat Rain is
essential for life and ag-
riculture, but in Bolan,
the way rain arrives can
sometimes be as impor-
tant as how much rain
falls.

After months of
dryness, the soil may
become hard and vul-
nerable. When intense
rainfall suddenly arrives,
water can move rapidly
across the surface in-
stead of being absorbed
into the ground. In the
mountainous terrain of
Bolan,  steep slopes
make this runoff even
faster.The result can be
devastating. Water cuts
through fields, carries
soil downhill and depos-
its sediment in streams
and irrigation channels.
What begins as erosion
on a hillside can even-
tually contribute to
blocked waterways, in-
creased flood risks and
damage to agricultural
land.

This creates a diffi-
cult cycle: dry condi-
tions weaken the land,
intense rainfall removes
the soil, and the loss of
soil makes the land even
more vulnerable the next
time heavy rain arrives.

Human Activities
Are Making the Problem
Worse

Nature is not the
only factor behind the
changing landscape.
Human activities have
also played an important
role.

Vegetation is one of
the land’s natural de-
fenses against erosion.
Trees,  shrubs and
grasses help hold soil
together through their
roots and reduce the
speed at which rainwa-
ter flows across the
ground. When vegeta-
tion is removed, the soil

is left exposed.
In many areas, trees

and shrubs are cut for
fuelwood and construc-
tion. Over time, the loss
of vegetation leaves hill-
sides and open land
more vulnerable to wind
and water.

Livestock grazing is
another important part of
life in Bolan, but too
much grazing can place
enormous pressure on
fragile rangelands.
Goats, sheep and cattle
depend on these lands
for food, while local fami-
lies depend on livestock
for income and survival.
The problem arises
when grazing becomes
excessive and vegeta-
tion does not have
enough time to recover.

Without sufficient
grass and shrub cover,
the soil is exposed. Re-
peated movement of ani-
mals can also compact
the ground, making it
harder for rainwater to
enter the soil. More wa-
ter then flows across the
surface, taking soil with
it.Farming Practices and
the Loss of Fertility

Farmers in Bolan are
working under difficult
circumstances. Water is
scarce, rainfall is uncer-
tain and access to mod-

ern agricultural  re-
sources can be limited.
Many farming practices
have developed out of
necessity rather than
choice.

However, some tra-
ditional and intensive
practices can uninten-
tionally contribute to
soil degradation. Re-
peated deep ploughing
can disturb soil struc-
ture, while limited crop
rotation and a lack of or-
ganic matter can gradu-
ally weaken the soil.

In areas where farm-
ers struggle to find
enough fodder for live-
stock, crop residues may
be removed from fields
instead of being left to
protect the soil. As a re-
sult, fields can remain
exposed for long peri-
ods.

The consequences
become visible over
time. As fertile topsoil
disappears,  the soil
loses nutrients and or-
ganic matter. Crops may
grow less vigorously,
and harvests may de-
cline. For a small farmer,
this is not simply a num-
ber on a production
chart. A smaller harvest
can mean less food for
the family, less income
and greater difficulty

paying for seeds, fertil-
izer and other agricul-
tural expenses.

The Hidden Cost of
Declining Soil Fertility

Healthy soil does
more than provide nutri-
ents to crops. It also acts
like a natural reservoir,
holding water and mak-
ing it available to plants
during dry periods.

When erosion re-
moves organic matter
and damages soil struc-
ture, the land becomes
less capable of retaining
moisture. In a dry region
like Bolan, this can be
particularly damaging.

Farmers may then
turn increasingly to
chemical fertilizers to
compensate for declin-
ing fertility.

Fertilizers can help
crops in the short term,
but they cannot replace
the lost structure and
organic matter of healthy
soil. They can also in-
crease production costs
for farmers who are al-
ready financially vulner-
able.

This can create a dif-
ficult cycle:Soil erosion
reduces fertility ? crop
yields decline ? farmers
spend more on inputs ?
production costs in-
crease ? household in-

come falls ? poverty and
economic pressure grow.

Breaking this cycle
requires restoring the
health of the soil itself
rather than relying only
on short-term solutions.

The Problem Does
Not Stop at the Farm

The effects of ero-
sion do not remain within
the boundaries of agri-
cultural fields.

When soil  is
washed away, it often
ends up in rivers, streams
and irrigation channels.
Over time, this sediment
can reduce water storage
capacity and interfere
with irrigation systems.

Sedimentation can
also increase flood risks
during heavy rainfall. At
the same time, the loss
of vegetation can dam-
age natural habitats and
reduce biodiversity.

If degradation con-
tinues for years without
intervention, productive
land may gradually be-
come severely degraded
and increasingly diffi-
cult to cultivate. For
Balochistan, where cul-
tivable land is already
limited, losing even more
agricultural land could
have serious conse-
quences.

A Crisis That Af-

fects People, Not Just
Soil Perhaps the most
overlooked aspect of
soil erosion is its human
cost.

For many families in
rural Bolan, agriculture
and livestock are not
simply occupations.
They are a way of life.
When the land becomes
less productive, the ef-
fects reach directly into
people’s homes.

Lower crop yields
can reduce household
income and increase
food insecurity. Families
may become more de-
pendent on outside food
supplies or government
assistance. As farming
becomes less reliable,
young people may leave
villages and move to-
ward urban areas in
search of better oppor-
tunities.

Over time, environ-
mental degradation can
therefore contribute to
social change and migra-
tion.

This is why soil ero-
sion should not be
treated as an isolated en-
vironmental issue. It is
connected to poverty,
food security, employ-
ment, migration and the
long-term stability of ru-
ral communities.

There Is Still Time
to Act There are practi-
cal steps that can make
a difference. Farmers
can adopt conservation
agriculture techniques
such as reduced tillage,
crop rotation and retain-
ing crop residues. Add-
ing organic matter to the
soil  can improve its
structure and help it re-
tain moisture.

Restoring vegeta-
tion is equally important.
Planting native trees,
shrubs and grasses can
help stabilize slopes and
protect the land from
erosion.

Grazing also needs
to be managed carefully.
Controlled grazing sys-
tems can give damaged
rangelands time to re-
cover while still allowing
communities to maintain
their livestock.

Water management
offers another important
opportunity. Small check
dams, rainwater harvest-
ing systems and im-

proved irrigation meth-
ods can slow down run-
off, capture water and
reduce soil loss. These
measures can be particu-
larly valuable in areas
where every drop of wa-
ter matters.

But no solution will
work without the in-
volvement of the people
who live on the land.

Farmers, livestock
owners and local com-
munities must be part of
the decision-making
process. They under-
stand their environment,
its challenges and its
changing conditions.
Government insti tu-
tions, agricultural ex-
perts and development
organizations can sup-
port them with technical
knowledge, training and
resources, but long-term
success will depend on
local participation.

Conclusion
Soil  erosion in

Bolan is a quiet crisis,
but its consequences
are anything but small.
Every layer of fertile soil
that disappears repre-
sents a loss of agricul-
tural potential. Every
degraded field puts ad-
ditional pressure on a
farmer. Every damaged
hillside increases the
vulnerability of commu-
nities to floods and land
degradation.

The challenge is
becoming more urgent
as climate change, water
scarcity and extreme
weather place additional
pressure on already frag-
ile landscapes.

Protecting Bolan’s
soil therefore means pro-
tecting much more than
farmland. It means pro-
tecting the food security
and livelihoods of fami-
lies who depend on ag-
riculture. It means pre-
serving the natural envi-
ronment and reducing
the risk of future land
degradation.

The soil beneath
our feet may seem ordi-
nary, but for the people
of Bolan, it is the foun-
dation of their lives.

Saving that soil is
not just an environmen-
tal responsibility. It is an
investment in the future
of Bolan and the people
who call it home.

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma
Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent to
global carbon emis-
sions, yet it consistently
ranks among the coun-
tries most exposed to cli-
mate-induced disasters.
This imbalance is not
merely an environmental
concern; it reflects gov-
ernance dilemma rooted
in a weak institutional
coordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and wa-
ter insecurity demon-
strate its far-reaching
global consequences.
Since these impacts tran-
scend national borders,
climate change is inher-
ently a global challenge.
Along with other devel-
oping nations, Pakistan
remains highly vulner-
able.  In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth warm-
est year in the last 64
years, with an average
temperature of 23.52°C
and rainfall levels 31 per-
cent above the historical
average. This highlights
the urgency of collec-
tive international action.

For Pakistan, how-

ever, climate vulnerabil-
ity is compounded by
governance constraints.
Fragmented institutional
coordination,  weak
policy implementation,

and limited emphasis on
adaptation have reduced
the state’s capacity to
respond effectively.
Consequently, the cli-
mate crisis in Pakistan re-

flects not only environ-
mental stress but also
persistent governance
failures. Climate change
refers to long-term shifts
in global weather pat-

terns and temperatures,
primarily driven by hu-
man activities.

According to
United Nations find-
ings, excessive green-

house gas emissions
have intensified heat re-
tention in the atmo-
sphere. Gases such as
carbon dioxide, methane,
and nitrous oxide have

thickened the atmo-
spheric blanket, largely
due to deforestation,
fossil fuel consumption,
and rapid industrializa-
tion.

One of the most vis-
ible consequences of cli-
mate change is rising
global temperatures.

The Copernicus
Climate Change Service
reported that average
global temperatures in
2024 exceeded pre-in-
dustrial levels by 1.52°C.
This warming has inten-
sified heatwaves, pro-
longed droughts, and
increased wildfire risks.
Rising temperatures
have also disrupted
weather systems, lead-
ing to irregular rainfall,
intense storms, and
stronger hurricanes.

Another major con-
sequence is sea-level
rise. Oceans absorb
nearly 90 percent of ex-
cess heat caused by
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, leading to thermal
expansion.  Simulta-
neously, melting glaciers
and ice sheets contrib-
ute to rising sea levels.

According to Ency-
clopedia Britannica, glo-
bal sea levels have risen
by approximately 21 to
25 centimeters since
1880, threatening coastal
livelihoods and infra-
structure.  Climate
change has also intensi-
fied water scarcity, a
growing global concern.
Pakistan is already a wa-
ter-stressed country,
and climate variability
has further exacerbated
this challenge.
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FAO, Balochistan Agriculture Department Strengthen Market
Information System for  Evidence-Based Decisions

Balochistan: Two 25-Year Convicts Released From Zhob
Jail on Alleged Fake Court Orders

Qila Saifullah Reviews
Preparations for Upcoming

Polio SNID Campaign
QILA SAIFULLAH: An important meeting was held under the chairmanship

News Desk: Two pris-
oners serving 25-year
sentences in drug cases
were allegedly released
from Zho b Central Jail
in Balochistan’s Zhob
district on the basis of
fake court orders,
prompting an investiga-
tion into the jail admin-
istration.

The prisoners were
identified as Abdul
Salam, a resident of
Nasirabad, and
Amanullah from
Kachlak, Quetta. Both
were serving 25-year
prison terms in separate
drug-related cases.

According to the
FIR, an unidentified
person arrived at the jail
gate around Maghrib on
May 30, 2025,

carrying purported
court orders. The
documents were pre-
sented to the jail staff,
following which both
prisoners were released
from custody.

The alleged fake
orders were later dis-
covered, raising con-

cerns over the verifi-
cation of judicial direc-
tives and security pro-
cedures at the prison.

A case was regis-
tered on August 30,
2026, at City Police
Station Zhob on the

complaint of the newly
appointed superinten-
dent of Dobb Jail.

The FIR names the
two released prisoners
and unidentified facili-
tators as accused.

As part of the in-

quiry, former jail super-
intendent Habibullah,
data entry operator
Sada Gul and clerk
Abdul Jalil were sus-
pended to determine
whether negligence or
administrative lapses

contributed to the pris-
oners’ release.

Police are investi-
gating the preparation
and delivery of the al-
leged fake court orders
and identifying those
who may have facili

QUETTA: The Food and
Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations
(FAO), with financial
support from the Euro-
pean Union, is working
with the Balochistan Ag-
riculture and Coopera-
tive Department to
strengthen the
Balochistan Agriculture
Market Information Sys-
tem (BAMIS) under the
Revival of Balochistan
Water Resources
Programme (RBWRP).

The initiative aims
to ensure the t imely
availability and effective
use of reliable, quality
market information to
support evidence-based
decision-making in the
province’s agriculture
sector.

Three-Day Training
on Real-Time Market
Data As part of the ini-
tiative, a three-day train-
ing programme on real-
time data collection of
horticultural produce
prices was held at the
FAO Office in Quetta

porting market price in-
formation through
BAMIS.

On the first day, Di-
rector General Agricul-
ture Extension Masood
Baloch, Special Secre-
tary Agriculture and Co-
operatives Muhammad
Ayub Bangulzai, and
Head of FAO
Balochistan Provincial
Office Waleed Mehdi
jointly distributed 28
tablets provided by
FAO among designated
Agriculture Department
personnel.

The digital devices
are intended to enable
timely and systematic
collection of price data
from designated mar-
kets.

 and strengthen the
department’s capacity
for routine market moni-
toring.

Practical Training
Enhances Data Collec-
tion Capacity The train-
ing covered methodolo-
gies for collecting mar-
ket price data, identifi-

from September 8 to 10.
The programme also

included a practical exer-
cise at the Hazarganji
Fruit and Vegetable Mar-
ket, Quetta.

Agriculture Depart-
ment officers and staff
were trained in modern
and standardized proce-
dures for collecting, veri-
fying, managing and re-

during a practical exer-
cise at Hazarganji Fruit
and Vegetable Market,
collecting price data un-

der real market condi-
tions.

The exercise helped
improve their capacity to

report prices of different
agricultural commodities
and verify collected
data.

of Deputy Commis-
sioner Sagar Kumar to
review preparations for
the upcoming Sub-Na-
tional Immunization
Days (SNID) polio cam-
paign in Qila Saifullah.

The meeting was
attended by District
Health Officer Waheed-

ur-Rehman Kakar, WHO
District Head Ali
Muhammad, Polio Of-
ficer Raziq Shiwani,

 Treasury Officer
Aurangzeb Mandokhail,
Haroon Sahib and DSP
Zarif Khan.

Campaign, Security
Arrangements Re-
viewed The meeting re-
viewed preparations for
the upcoming polio cam-
paign,

including timely de-
ployment of vaccination
teams, security arrange-
ments, public awareness

activities and effective
coordination among rel-
evant departments.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Sagar Kumar di-
rected all concerned of-
ficers to complete the
necessary arrangements

well in advance to ensure
the campaign’s success-
ful implementation.

He stressed that all
children under the age of
five must be adminis-
tered polio drops during
the campaign and called
for effective monitoring
and coordination

throughout the vaccina-
tion drive.

Participants reaf-
firmed their commitment
to extending full coop-
eration and playing an
effective role in efforts
to eradicate polio.

cation and classification
of agricultural commodi-
ties,  sampling tech-
niques, data-quality as-
surance, and the use of
BAMIS and other
online decision-making
and planning support
platforms, including
AgriCollect.

Participants ap-
plied the procedures

Kech Education Group
Reviews School

Performance, Facilities
and Monitoring

TURBAT: Kech Deputy
Commissioner Yasir Iqbal
Dashti chaired an impor-
tant meeting of the Dis-
trict Education Group to
review the overall condi-
tion of educational insti-
tutions in Kech, school
monitoring, availability
of basic facilities, teacher
performance and mea-
sures to improve the
quality of education.

The meeting was at-
tended by Assistant
Commissioner Buleda
Abu Bakr Mirowani, Dis-
trict Education Officer
Kech Amjad Shehzad,
education officials from
different tehsils,
UNICEF DPM Faiz-ur-
Rehman, RTSM repre-
sentatives and other rel-
evant officials.

571 Schools in
Kech, 259 Inspected
This Month District Edu-
cation Officer Amjad
Shehzad briefed the
meeting on the number of
educational institutions
in the district and recent
monitoring activities.

He said there were
571 schools in Kech,
while 259 schools had

been visited during the
current month.  The
monitoring process also
identified four non-func-
tional schools in the dis-
trict.

RTSM representa-
tive Abdul Haleem
Baloch presented the
organization’s monitor-
ing report, stating that
RTSM teams had visited
262 schools during the
month.

The monitoring re-
ports highlighted issues
related to the availabil-
ity of clean drinking wa-
ter and electricity, par-
ticularly during the pe-
riod of extreme heat.

UNICEF Supports
Schools and Teacher
Training UNICEF DPM
Faiz-ur-Rehman briefed
the meeting on initia-
tives being implemented
under the UNICEF-
funded Education Sec-
tor Programme (ESP).

He said grants had
been provided to seven
schools, while teachers
at 100 schools had re-
ceived training aimed at
reducing the school
dropout rate.
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FM Dar urges closer coordination ahead of
Pakistan-Türkiye strategic council

NEWS DESK:
Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar on Fri-
day stressed the need
for closer coordination
between Pakistan and
Türkiye ahead of the
upcoming Joint Com-
mission and the eighth
session of the High-
Level Strategic Coop-
eration Council, the
Foreign Office (FO)
said.

According to the
FO, FM Dar made the
remarks during a
meeting with Turkish
Ambassador Irfan
Neziroglu, "on
progress under various
bilateral institutional
mechanisms aimed at
advancing cooperation
across a range of ar-
eas, following recent
high-level interactions
between Pakistan and
Türkiye."

FM Dar “reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s
commitment to further
deepening engage-
ment with Türkiye in
key priority areas."

He also
“emphasised the need
for relevant depart-
ments to closely coor-
dinate preparations”

for the forthcoming
Joint Commission and
the eighth session of
the High-Level Strate-
gic Cooperation Coun-
cil, the FO's statement
added.

According to the
foreign minister, the
coordination would
help advance the bilat-

MDCAT 2026 Coordination Done Between
Universities and PMDC, Says Health Minister

LHC extends suspension of PMDC directive
for Afghan medical students' return

Govt to stop anyone marching on Islamabad
'in every possible way', says Naqvi

Security forces kill 7 terrorists in Balochistan
IBOs: state media

NEWS DESK: Secu-
rity forces have killed
seven terrorists during
two intelligence-based
operations (IBO) in
Balochistan, state
broadcaster Radio
Pakistan reported on
Friday, citing sources.

Five of the terror-
ists were killed in the
Fateh Ali area of
Panjgur district, the
report said, adding that
large quantities of
weapons and ammu-
nition were found in
their possession.

Meanwhile, an
IBO was conducted in
the Dhadar area of
Kachhi district, during
which two terrorists,
were killed, it added.

Several other ter-
rorists were also re-
portedly injured during
the operation, accord-
ing to the report.

Balochistan has
witnessed an increase
in terrorist attacks in
recent weeks,

prompting security
forces to intensify
counter-terrorism op-
erations.

Last month, the
number of terrorist at-
tacks in the province
increased by seven
per cent from 83 in July

to 89 in August, ac-
cording to a monthly
assessment by the Pa-
kistan Institute for
Conflict and Security
Studies.

On the night of
Aug 31-Sept 1, terror-
ists of the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) launched
a coordinated attack
on the Customs
House, located at
Ziarat Cross on the N-
50 National Highway,
in the Pishin district.

In retaliatory ac-
tion, security forces

to the military’s media
affairs wing.

Also on August
31, 11 terrorists be-
longing to Fitna-al-
Hindustan, who had
blocked the N-40
Quetta-Taftan high-
way by establishing an
illegal checkpoint for
extortion in Chagai’s
Nokcha area, were
killed following an in-
tense exchange of
fire.

On September 2,
security forces killed
12 terrorists in the
Kalat district during an

in Kharan and
Washuk districts.

Another 36 ter-
rorists were elimi-
nated during multiple
“high-tempo” opera-
tions conducted in
Mastung,

Quetta, Kalat and
Sibi districts, the Inter-
Services Public Rela-
tions said on Septem-
ber 4. These also in-
cluded thwarting an
attack on a police sta-
tion in Sibi’s Bhag
area.

On Thursday,
seven terrorists were

killed 10 terrorists
while two officers
were among six
martyred in the fire
exchange, according

PM Shehbaz directs inclusion of 20-year-old
bikes, rickshaws in fuel relief scheme

NEWS DESK:  The
Lahore High Court
(LHC) on Friday ex-
tended the suspension
of a Pakistan Medical
and Dental Council
(PMDC) directive for
Afghan medical stu-
dents to return to the
neighbouring country
after the lawyers repre-
senting the body and a
varsity sought more time
to submit their replies.

The PMDC issued a
notification on Septem-
ber 1, directing Afghan
medical students en-
rolled in Pakistani col-
leges to return to Af-
ghanistan. The notifica-
tion also barred medical
and dental colleges from
granting admission or
placement to Afghan
students for the current
academic session.

Subsequently, a set
of petitions against the
directive was filed by 13
Afghan students en-
rolled at different insti-
tutions in Lahore, includ-
ing King Edward Medi-
cal University, Shaikh
Khalifa Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan Medical and
Dental College and the
Services Institute of
Medical Sciences, on
September 10.

At the last hearing
on Sept 11, LHC’s Jus-
tice Khalid Ishaq had
sought replies from the
respondents, including
the PMDC, the health
ministry and the vice

chancellors of the medi-
cal varsities and colleges
in question.

But the lawyers for
the PMDC and the Uni-
versity of Health Sci-
ences, appeared before
the court on Friday, and
sought more time to fur-
nish their written replies.

The judge allowed
their requests and ad-

for months.
The five petitioners

argued in their plea that
without PMDC registra-
tion, they could not en-
rol in the mandatory
year-long house job re-
quired to practice medi-
cine, which effectively
stalled their careers de-
spite having fulfilled
their academic require-

for the petitioners, Ad-
vocate Asad Jamal, to
satisfy the court as to
how his clients could
seek a year-long house
job as a right, keeping in
view Pakistan’s current
foreign policy.

He also asked the
lawyer why did gradu-
ates wanted to continue
their stay despite com-

HEALTH DESK
ISLAMABAD: With
thousands of students
set to appear in the
MDCAT 2026 on Sep-
tember 20, Federal Min-
ister for Health Syed
Mustafa Kamal has clari-
fied that the responsibil-
ity for the smooth, trans-
parent and secure con-
duct of the examination
lies with the respective
provincial authorities
and designated univer-
sities.

Speaking at a press
conference at the Paki-
stan Medical & Dental
Council (PMDC), the
minister said PMDC had
completed its regulatory
responsibilities, includ-
ing candidate registra-
tion, provision of a uni-
form syllabus and ques-
tion bank, while univer-
sities would handle the
operational side of the
examination.

138,160
candidates

registered for
MDCAT 2026

According to the
minister, 138,160 candi-
dates are registered for
MDCAT 2026. The ex-
amination will be held on
September 20 at 34 cit-
ies and towns across Pa-
kistan, along with an in-
ternational centre in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

The test  will be
conducted by desig-
nated universities in
each region, including
the University of Health
Sciences (UHS) in
Punjab, Sukkur IBA Uni-
versity in Sindh, Khyber
Medical University
(KMU) in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Bolan
University of Medical &
Health Sciences

(BUMHS) in
Balochistan,  and
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali
Bhutto Medical Univer-
sity (SZABMU) for
Islamabad and other
designated regions.

PMDC
develops 8,000-
question bank

Syed Mustafa
Kamal said PMDC had
developed a question
bank containing around
8,000 questions for
MDCAT 2026.

Around 80 subject
experts, including ex-
perts from the Cam-
bridge stream, were in-
volved in preparing the
questions.

The experts were
kept in a secure and iso-
lated environment for
approximately two
months as part of mea-
sures to protect the con-
fidentiality of the exami-
nation material.

The minister said
each province had been
provided with at least
two separate question
papers, with each paper
containing 180 ques-
tions.

The relevant au-
thorities will select the
examination paper ac-
cording to the pre-
scribed procedure.

Universities to be
accountable for
paper security

A key point high-
lighted by the minister

was the division of re-
sponsibilities between
PMDC and the universi-
ties.

PMDC has pro-
vided the regulatory
framework, common syl-
labus and question
bank,

while the respective
provinces and universi-
ties are responsible for
operational matters such
as printing,

storage and trans-
portation of question
papers and declaration
of results.

The minister further
stated that if a question
paper is leaked or trans-
parency is compromised,
the concerned univer-
sity will be responsible
and accountable for the
integrity of the examina-
tion process.

PMDC
reviews final
arrangements

The clarification
comes as PMDC Presi-
dent Prof. Dr. Rizwan Taj
held a high-level meeting
with vice chancellors of
universities conducting
MDCAT and relevant

provincial health authori-
ties to review final ar-
rangements for the Sep-
tember 20 examination.

The meeting cov-
ered examination secu-
rity, centre prepared-
ness, emergency re-
sponse, administrative
arrangements and candi-
date facilitation. PMDC
said the objective was to
ensure a secure, trans-
parent and orderly
MDCAT 2026.

With the examina-
tion only days away,
students across Paki-
stan are now preparing
for the final stage of the
medical and dental col-
lege admission process,
with the security and
transparent conduct of
MDCAT remaining a
major concern for candi-
dates and their families.

pleting their MBBS
programme.

Advocate Jamal re-
sponded that the gradu-
ates had a legitimate ex-
pectation for a house
job after the completion
of their programme.

Justice Ishaq the di-
rected the counsel to
convince the court on
the maintainability of
the pleas filed by the
graduates, keeping in
view Pakistan’s current
foreign policy.

ments. They contended
that PMDC’s own 2025
regulations granted
graduating students a
right to a house job
placement at their affili-
ated teaching hospital,
and that the council’s
governing 2022 Act did
not empower it to order
deportations. The plea
was clubbed with those
filed on Sept 10.

Specifically regard-
ing this petition, Justice
Ishaq asked the counsel

journed the hearing for
a date to be fixed later.

During the hearing,
Justice Ishaq also heard
a plea filed by five Af-
ghan medical graduates
on Thursday.

The petitioners said
they completed a five-
year MBBS programme
in the 2021-2026 session
under the HEC-adminis-
tered Allama Iqbal Schol-
arship, but the PMDC
had left their registration
applications undecided

IBO. Days later, the
troops killed 11 terror-
ists and recovered 2.9
tonnes of explosives
during separate IBOs

NEWS DESK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday is-
sued directives to in-
clude motorcycles,
rickshaws and Qingqis
that were registered
after Jan 1, 2006 in the
govt’s recently an-
nounced fuel scheme.

“All motorcycles,
rickshaws, and
Qingqis registered af-
ter Jan 1, 2006, will be
eligible for registration
in the Prime Minister
Fuel Relief Scheme,”
the Prime Minister’s
Office said in a post on
the social media plat-
form X.

“Now, those who
drive 20-year-old mo-
torcycles, rickshaws,
and Qingqis will also
be able to benefit from
the Prime Minister’s
Fuel Relief Scheme,”
it said.

PM Shehbaz
Sharif had on Sep 13
announced a “relief
scheme” for users of
motorcycles, autos
and vehicles of up to
800cc to “alleviate the
burden” of rising glo-
bal oil prices.

Under the
scheme, owners of

eral agenda.
The two sides also

exchanged views on
the evolving regional
situation, with FM Dar
underscoring that
“dialogue and diplo-
macy remain the only

viable path” to resolv-
ing issues and achiev-
ing lasting peace, sta-
bility and prosperity,
the FO said.

FM Dar, British
High Commission dis-
cuss bilateral ties

FM Dar met Brit-
ish High Commissioner
Jane Marriott to dis-

cuss Pakistan-United
Kingdom relations
and understandings
reached during his visit
to the UK in August,
the FO said in a sepa-
rate statement.

The discussions

focused on “ways to
further strengthen co-
operation in areas of
mutual interest,” it
added.

FM Dar “under-
scored the importance
of sustained high-level
engagement” be-
tween Pakistan and
the UK, according to

the statement. The for-
eign minister and the
British high commis-
sioner also discussed
regional and interna-
tional developments of
mutual interest, the
FO's statement noted.

NEWS DESK: Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
said on Friday that the
government would stop
anyone from marching
towards the federal capi-
tal “in every possible
way” and file contempt
of court proceedings
against those who vio-
lated a recent Islamabad
High Court (IHC) deci-
sion.

He was addressing
a press conference in
Islamabad alongside
other officials.

The interior
minister’s remarks came
in the wake of PTI’s call
for a nationwide protest,
including in Islamabad,
on September 27 to de-
mand the release of party
founder Imran Khan and
mobilise people for the
supremacy of the Con-
stitution.

Last week, the ad-
ministrations of the twin
cities of Rawalpindi and
Islamabad started prepa-
rations to counter the
PTI’s announced coun-
trywide protest, includ-
ing a request for deten-
tion of activists, arrang-
ing containers, seeking
additional personnel and

procuring anti-riot gear.
At the outset of his

press conference on Fri-
day, Interior Minister

Mohsin Naqvi said a
detailed meeting had
been held to discuss the
upcoming protest call
and the law and order
situation. Officials from
all provinces and federal
law enforcement agen-
cies had also attended
the meeting.

“In light of the de-

tailed IHC judgment,
there is no possibility of
ravaging the federal
capital or any other prov-

ince,” he said.
The minister said

that if anyone took to the
streets, the government
would first pursue legal
action by filing a con-
tempt petition against
them for violating the
IHC order.

At the same time, he
said, “We will stop the
marchers in every pos-
sible way.” All law en-
forcement agencies had
been informed of the de-
cision “with all clarity”,
Naqvi added. He said
weapons had been used
and losses suffered in
protests in the past.

“This time, we are
communicating very
clear rules of engage-
ment to our law enforce-
ment agencies. They will
not remain silent if a bul-
let is fired at them,” he
said. killed by security

forces in an IBO in the
Badrang area of
Balochistan’s Awaran
district.

motorcycles, rick-
shaws, Qingqis, three-
wheelers and vehicles
with engines of up to
800cc will receive a
Rs100 per litre relief
on petrol.

M o t o r c y c l e s ,
rickshaws and
Qingqis, as well as
other two- and three-
wheeler users, are eli-
gible for relief on 20
litres of petrol per
month.

Owners of small
cars with engines up
to 800cc will receive
the Rs100 per litre re-
lief on 30 litres of
petrol every month.

Renewed hostili-
ties in the Middle East,
which have resulted in
disruption of major oil

supply routes, have
caused fuel prices to
rise in the past two
months.

In addition to the
crisis in the Strait of
Hormuz due to the
US-Iran war, trade via
Bab al-Mandab —
which has become a
vital route for Saudi oil
exports in recent
months — is also fac-
ing a rising threat from
Houthi rebels.

The subsidy
scheme faced snags
on Thursday, the first
day of its nationwide
rollout, as many petrol
pumps declined to
honour the digital app,
claiming they lacked
the system needed to
provide petrol at

Rs100 per litre less.
A day prior, the

Pakistan Petroleum
Dealers Association
(PPDA) expressed
concerns that its mem-
bers were unaware of
the subsidy disburse-
ment mechanism and
feared they would
have to run from pillar
to post to recover the
amount.

Amid the fuel cri-
sis, the federal govern-
ment on Thursday
also reintroduced aus-
terity measures, in-
cluding setting 9pm as
the closing time for
markets and reducing
fuel provision for offi-
cial vehicles by 50 per
cent for a period of
three months.


