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58 Afghan Nationals Detained in Balochistan While
Attempting to Reach Iran and Europe

File Photo: Afghan Nationals Detained in Balochistan.

Govt vows not to allow
‘violent groups’ to reach

capital

QASEEM SHAH:

QUETTA: Security forces
have detained 58 Afghan na-
tionals, including women and
children, in Balochistan while
they were allegedly attempt-
ing to travel to Iran and Eu-
rope through Pakistan, accord-
ing to security sources.

The Afghan nationals
were reportedly detained in the
Dasht Marani area of
Balochistan, where security
personnel foiled an alleged at-
tempt to facilitate their onward
journey.

Following the operation,
the detainees were handed
over to the relevant police au-
thorities for further legal pro-
ceedings.

According to the sources,
the group was seeking to travel
through Iran and Turkey be-
fore reaching Europe, includ-
ing Greece.

Further details about the
identities of those detained and
the legal proceedings were not
immediately available.

Pakistan-Iran-
Turkey Route Used
by Migrants Seeking

Europe
The detention highlights the

wider issue of irregular migra-
tion routes connecting Paki-
stan, Iran, Turkey and Europe.
Thousands of Pakistani and
Afghan nationals have used
these

routes in attempts to reach
European countries, with
Greece serving as one of the
destinations along the eastern
Mediterranean migration cor-

Deputy Commissioner Kharan
Muneer Soomro Abducted in

Balochistan

ridor.
Migration research has

documented journeys in which
migrants travel from Pakistan
through Iran and Turkey be-
fore attempting to enter
Greece.

Some migrants are inter-
cepted or returned during tran-

sit, while others reach Europe.
The risks include deten-

tion, exploitation by smuggling
networks and dangerous land
or sea crossings.

Every year, many Paki-
stani and Afghan nationals re-
portedly make repeated at-
tempts to reach Europe

through Iran and Turkey.
However, the exact num-

ber of people who make two
or more attempts annually, and
the proportion intercepted in
Iran or Turkey versus those
reaching Greece,

should be verified through
official migration statistics be-

fore being presented as a con-
firmed figure.

A 2026 International Or-
ganization for Migration
(IOM) update recorded ir-
regular arrivals

from the Asia-Pacific re-
gion in Europe and identified
the Eastern Mediterranean

From Our Correspondent:

KHARAN: In a alarming de-
velopment reflecting the
volatile  security landscape
in Balochistan,

senior administrative official
Muneer Soomro, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Kharan, has been ab-

route, including Greece, as a
significant pathway.

The data demonstrates the
continuing movement along
these routes but does not es-
tablish the specific annual num-
ber of Pakistani and Afghan
nationals making repeated at-
tempts.

NEWS DESK:

Information Min-ister Attaullah
Tarar on Sunday said the gov-
ernment would not allow any vio-
lent group to reach Islamabad or
block roads, as ministers warned
of the legal, economic and law-
and-order consequences of up-
coming protests by Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf and Jamaat-i-
Islami.

at different levels, including its top
leadership. He described the
party’s leaders as peaceful and
flexible but stressed that the law
applied equally to everyone and
roads could not be blocked.

The remarks come as PTI
prepares for a nationwide protest
and march towards Islamabad on
Sept 27 to press for the release of
its incarcerated founder Imran
Khan, while JI has launched a pro-
test campaign against the petro-

Speaking to the media, Mr
Tarar said the planned protests
had both legal and administrative
aspects,  stressing that the
Islamabad High Court (IHC) had
clearly ruled against road clo-
sures and disruption to public
movement.

He said it was now the re-
sponsibility of the administration
to ens-ure that no such disrup-
tion took place. “No violent
group will be all-owed to reach
Islamabad,” he said.

“The administration, police,
interior minister and entire gov-
ernment are absolutely clear” on
the matter, he said, adding that
protesters intending to cause
disruption would not be allowed
to reach the capital and roads
would remain open.

Mr Tarar said the govern-
ment remained in contact with JI

leum levy and plans to head to-
wards the federal capital .
Rs120bn daily loss feared Sepa-
rately,  Finance Minister
Muha-mmad Aurangzeb warned
that strikes, sit-ins, long marches
and road closures could inflict an
estimated Rs120 billion loss on
the economy every day at a time
when it was moving from stabil-
ity towards growth.

In a recorded message, Mr
Aurangzeb said economic indica-
tors had been moving in a posi-
tive direction after difficult deci-
sions and considerable effort.

“Suspension of economic
activities due to strikes, sit-ins,
long marches and closure of roads
could be a self-inflicted loss,” he
said, adding that the burden
would ultimately be borne by or-
dinary people, small traders and
shopkeepers.

ing Nushki and Kharan,
where armed men inter-
cepted the administrator’s
movement.

According to initial security
disclosures, Soomro was
traveling alongside his per-
sonal security detail when
communication with his
vehicle was completely
cut off.

Security Forces
Mobilized Across
Multiple Districts

In response to the incident, law
enforcement and security
forces across Nushki,
Kharan, and Chagai dis-
tricts have been placed on
high alert.

Joint search parties compris-

geted operations to locate
and safely recover the top
official.

Authorities have not yet iden-
tified the group behind the
abduction, and no militant
faction has formally
claimed responsibility.

Investigation teams are cur-
rently gathering technical
data

ducted by unidentified
armed assailants.

The incident took place along
the main highway connect-

Mobile devices belonging to
the official and his guards
have since remained pow-
ered off.

ing local police and secu-
rity personnel have cor-
doned off critical transit
corridors and launched tar-

and eyewitness accounts from
the transit point to deter-
mine the exact sequence
of events.

File Photo: Deputy Commissioner Kharan
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AI and Balochistan’s Youth: How Universities Can
Shape the Province’s Digital Future

By Syed Dara Shikoh
Amir:
For Balochistan,  the
conversation around
Artificial Intelligence is
no longer about a distant
future. AI is already
changing  education,
healthcare, agriculture,
industry, finance and
governance. The real
question is whether
Balochistan’s universi-
ties and young people
will be prepared to par-
ticipate in this transfor-
mation.

When Governor
Balochistan and Chan-
cellor of the province’s
public-sector universi-
t ies, Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail, addressed
the Youth and AI Sum-
mit at the United Nations
Headquarters in New
York, his message car-
ried significance beyond
a discussion on technol-
ogy. It  placed
Balochistan’s youth,
universities and techno-
logical ambitions within
a global conversation
about the future.

For a province with
a predominantly young
population, this is an
opportunity that cannot
be ignored.
Balochistan’s greatest
advantage may not sim-
ply be its geography or
natural resources, but
the potential  of its
young people.

AI Is Already
Changing the Land-
scape

Artificial Intelli-
gence is rapidly becom-
ing part of almost every
major sector.  For
Balochistan, this trans-
formation could offer
practical solutions to
some of its most persis-
tent challenges.

AI and Data  Sci-
ence can support better
healthcare decisions, im-
prove agricultural moni-
toring,  assist  in
analysing geological in-
formation, strengthen
public services and con-
tribute to more efficient
use of resources.

But technology
cannot transform a soci-
ety on its own. It needs
people who understand
it, institutions that can
develop it and universi-
ties capable of turning
knowledge into practi-

cal solutions.
This makes higher

education central to
Balochistan’s digital fu-
ture.

BUITEMS and the
Beginning of a Shift

Balochistan Uni-
versity of Information
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS)
has introduced
programmes in Artificial
Intelligence and Data
Science while incorpo-
rating emerging tech-
nologies and data-fo-
cused learning into dif-
ferent academic disci-
plines.

This development
is significant because AI
should not be treated as
a field restricted to com-
puter  science.

A mining engineer
who understands data
analytics can better in-
terpret geological infor-
mation. An agricultural
researcher can use AI to
monitor crops. A
healthcare professional
can use data to identify
trends and improve de-

cision-making.
The real potential of

Artificial Intelligence lies
in i ts abil ity to
strengthen almost every
profession.

For Balochistan,
the goal should there-
fore be to develop an
academic environment
where technology is
used not simply to teach
students, but to address
real problems.

From Degree-Hold-
ers to Problem-Solvers

For decades, uni-
versities have largely
focused on producing
graduates for estab-
lished professions. But
the pace of technologi-
cal change is making that
approach increasingly
inadequate.

Students entering
the workforce today may
encounter technologies,
processes and even job
roles that did not exist
when they began their
studies.

Universities must
therefore teach more
than professional knowl-
edge. They must teach

students how to learn,
adapt, think critically, in-
novate and solve prob-
lems.

This is where AI
and Data Science can
become powerful tools.

The objective
should not simply be to
produce graduates who
know how to operate
new technologies. It
should be to develop
young people capable of
looking at a problem in
their community and
asking how technology,
research and innovation
can help solve it.

Balochistan’s Chal-
lenges Can Become Re-
search Opportunities

The province itself
provides a vast field for
meaningful research.

Water scarcity, min-
eral resources, agricul-
ture, renewable energy,
healthcare access, envi-
ronmental change, urban
planning and education
all offer opportunities
for technology-driven
research.

Perhaps universi-
ties should therefore ask

a different question.
Instead of asking

only,  “What degree
programmes should we
offer?”, they should also
ask, “What problems can
we help solve?”

That change in
thinking could redefine
higher education in
Balochistan.

Students of Artifi-
cial Intelligence and Data
Science could work
alongside engineers,
doctors, economists, en-
vironmental scientists
and social researchers.
Universities could col-
laborate with govern-
ment departments, in-
dustries,  businesses
and local communities.

Such partnerships
would allow academic
knowledge to move be-
yond classrooms and
become practical solu-
tions for society.

Digital Transforma-
tion Requires More
Than Technology

The call for digital
transformation across
Balochistan’s public-
sector universities is im-

portant, but introducing
AI programmes is only
the beginning.

A genuinely AI-
ready university re-
quires trained faculty,
modern laboratories,
computing facilities, up-
dated curricula, research
funding and stronger
links with industry and
international institu-
tions.

The same applies to
the idea of a paperless
university.

D i g i t a l i s a t i o n
should not simply mean
replacing paper files
with computer screens. It
should improve teach-
ing, research, administra-
tion, information man-
agement and decision-
making.

The ultimate goal
should be universities
that are digitally enabled,
research-driven and
connected to national
and international net-
works.

C o n n e c t i n g
Balochistan’s Youth to
the World

The Governor’s

participation in the
United Nations Youth
and AI Summit also
highlights the impor-
tance of international
engagement.

Around the world,
universities are working
to develop AI skills, ex-
pand research, create
technology partner-
ships and prepare
young people for the
digital economy.

B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s
youth should have ac-
cess to those opportu-
nities.

International re-
search collaborations,
scholarships, technol-
ogy partnerships, entre-
p r e n e u r s h i p
programmes and knowl-
edge networks can give
students exposure be-
yond traditional aca-
demic boundaries.

At the same time,
Balochistan’s universi-
ties should aim to be-
come contributors to
global research rather
than remaining only
consumers of knowl-
edge developed else-

where.
Turning Vision into

a Long-Term Strategy
The real challenge

begins after the
speeches and interna-
tional headlines.

Balochistan now
needs a sustained strat-
egy for AI  education,
Data  Science, research,
innovation and digital
transformation.

Its universit ies
should work more
closely with govern-
ment, industry and com-
munities. Students
should be given oppor-
tunities to work on real-
world problems, develop
startups and turn re-
search ideas into practi-
cal projects.

The progress al-
ready visible at
BUITEMS demon-
strates that this direction
is achievable and can
contribute to a broader
movement towards tech-
nology-driven higher
education across the
province.

B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s
Greatest Resource

Balochistan is fre-
quently discussed in
terms of its natural re-
sources and vast geog-
raphy. But its greatest
long-term resource may
ultimately be its people.

The province has a
young population and
talented students. What
is needed is an educa-
tion system capable of
turning that potential
into opportunity.

If Balochistan can
connect its universities,
youth, Artificial Intelli-
gence, Data Science, re-
search and innovation,
its young people will
not merely be prepared
for the future.

The message from
New York should there-
fore be seen as an op-
portunity to think be-
yond individual
programmes and to-
wards a broader vision
for higher education in
Balochistan.

The province’s next
frontier may not be
found only beneath its
soil.

It may be found in
its classrooms, labora-
tories, research centres
and, above all, in the
minds of i ts young
people.

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma
Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent to
global carbon emis-
sions, yet it consistently
ranks among the coun-
tries most exposed to cli-
mate-induced disasters.
This imbalance is not
merely an environmental
concern; it reflects gov-
ernance dilemma rooted
in a weak institutional
coordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and wa-
ter insecurity demon-
strate its far-reaching
global consequences.
Since these impacts tran-
scend national borders,
climate change is inher-
ently a global challenge.
Along with other devel-
oping nations, Pakistan
remains highly vulner-
able.

In 2024, Pakistan re-
corded its ninth warmest
year in the last 64 years,
with an average tempera-
ture of 23.52°C and rain-
fall levels 31 percent
above the historical av-
erage.

This highlights the

urgency of collective in-
ternational action.

For Pakistan, how-
ever, climate vulnerabil-
ity is compounded by
governance constraints.
Fragmented institutional

coordination,  weak
policy implementation,
and limited emphasis on
adaptation have reduced
the state’s capacity to
respond effectively.
Consequently, the cli-

mate crisis in Pakistan
reflects not only envi-
ronmental stress but
also persistent gover-
nance failures.

Climate change re-
fers to long-term shifts

in global weather pat-
terns and temperatures,
primarily driven by hu-
man activities.

According to
United Nations find-
ings, excessive green-

house gas emissions
have intensified heat re-
tention in the atmo-
sphere. Gases such as
carbon dioxide, methane,
and nitrous oxide have
thickened the atmo-

spheric blanket, largely
due to deforestation,
fossil fuel consumption,
and rapid industrializa-
tion.

One of the most
visible consequences of

climate change is rising
global temperatures.

The Copernicus
Climate Change Service
reported that average
global temperatures in
2024 exceeded pre-in-
dustrial levels by 1.52°C.
This warming has inten-
sified heatwaves, pro-
longed droughts, and
increased wildfire risks.
Rising temperatures
have also disrupted
weather systems, lead-
ing to irregular rainfall,
intense storms, and
stronger hurricanes.

Another major con-
sequence is sea-level
rise. Oceans absorb
nearly 90 percent of ex-
cess heat caused by
greenhouse gas emis-
sions, leading to thermal
expansion.

Simultaneously,
melting glaciers and ice
sheets contribute to ris-
ing sea levels.

According to Ency-
clopedia Britannica, glo-
bal sea levels have risen
by approximately 21 to
25 centimeters since
1880, threatening coastal
livelihoods and infra-
structure.

Climate change has
also intensified water
scarcity, a growing glo-
bal concern. Pakistan is
already a water-stressed
country, and climate vari-
ability has further exac-
erbated this challenge.
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Balochistan Health Secretary Reviews Polio Campaign,
Seeks Greater Support from Educational Institutions

Balochistan Moves to Expand Tax Net, Strengthen
Revenue Collection

Five-Day Anti-Polio Campaign Launched in Naseerabad

Four-Day Anti-Polio Campaign Begins in Kech, 395
Vaccination Points Established

Gwadar Education Officer
Reviews School Facilities, T

eacher Training in Pasni
PASNI: District Edu-
cation Officer
Gwadar Zahid
Hussain Baloch vis-
ited Tehsil Pasni and
inspected Government
Boys High School
Mastani Rek Bazaar,

reviewing ongoing de-
velopment works, edu-
cational facilities and
teaching and learning
activities.

School Headmas-
ter Abdul Khaliq
briefed the district
education officer on
academic matters, stu-
dents’ educational ac-
tivities, available facili-
ties and issues facing
the institution.

Attendance and
Teaching Activities
Reviewed Zahid
Hussain Baloch re-
viewed the quality of
education, student at-

tendance, teaching ac-
tivities and availability
of basic facilities at
the school.

He stressed the
need to further im-
prove educational ac-
tivities and ensure an

effective learning en-
vironment for stu-
dents. UNICEF-Sup-
ported Teacher Train-
ing Inspected The dis-
trict education officer
also visited a 16-day
teacher training work-
shop being conducted
by the Balochistan
Education Department
in collaboration with
UNICEF.

He met teachers
participating in the
training programme
and reviewed the on-
going training activi-
ties.

He emphasized

the importance of en-
hancing teachers’ pro-
fessional capacity and
promoting modern
teaching methodolo-
gies.

Zahid Hussain
Baloch said the

Balochistan govern-
ment was taking prac-
tical measures to im-
prove the quality of
education, strengthen
teachers’ professional
skills, provide students
with a better learning
environment and im-
prove basic facilities in
public-sector educa-
tional institutions.

He urged teachers
to perform their pro-
fessional responsibili-
ties effectively and
pay special attention to
the academic and
moral development of
students.

Quetta District Education
Group Reviews Teacher

Attendance, Education Affairs
QUETTA: A meeting of
the District Education
Group was held under
the chairmanship of Ad-
ditional Deputy Com-
missioner (General)
Muhammad Anwar

Kakar to review key edu-
cation-related matters,
including teacher atten-
dance and departmental
records.

The meeting was
attended by the District
Education Officer, Dis-
trict Treasury Officer,
UNICEF Coordinator, all
relevant male and female
Deputy District Educa-
tion Officers (DDEOs),
and other concerned of-
ficials.

Rationalization and
Employee Data Re-
viewed During the meet-
ing, officials presented

and reviewed data re-
lated to the rationaliza-
tion process in the Edu-
cation Department,
records of absent em-
ployees and data con-
cerning newly ap-

pointed contract em-
ployees.

RTMM representa-
tives also presented data
on the attendance and
absence of teachers
across schools in the
district.

Details regarding
salary deductions in
cases involving absent
teachers were also
placed before the meet-
ing.

UNICEF Projects
and School Training
Discussed The UNICEF
officer presented details
of development works

being carried out at six
schools in Quetta.““A
report on school-based
training being provided
by UNICEF at various
educational institutions
was also presented and

reviewed.
The meeting exam-

ined several matters con-
cerning teacher atten-
dance,  accuracy and
maintenance of official
records, development
activities and effective
monitoring of the educa-
tion system.

Officials empha-
sized the importance of
ensuring proper atten-
dance, accurate depart-
mental data and effec-
tive oversight to improve
the functioning of edu-
cational insti tutions
across the district.

N A S E E R A B A D :
Deputy Commissioner
Naseerabad Virender
Lal formally inaugu-
rated a five-day anti-
polio campaign in

the district by ad-
ministering polio drops
to a child to help pro-
tect children from the
debilitating disease.

District Health
Officer Naseerabad
Dr Ayaz Hussain
Jamali and World
Health Organization
(WHO) representative
Dr Abdul Sami also ad-
ministered polio drops
to children on the oc-
casion.

DC Calls for Col-
lective Efforts to
Eradicate Polio
Deputy Commissioner
Virender Lal said the
complete eradication
of polio was among the
government's top pri-

QUETTA: Provincial
Finance and Minerals
Minister Mir Shoaib
Nosherwani chaired a
meeting to review the
performance of the
Balochistan Revenue
Authority (BRA),
measures to improve
tax collection and ef-
forts to broaden the
province’s revenue
base. Finance Secre-
tary Jahangir Kakar,
BRA Chairman
Abdullah Khan and
other relevant officials
attended the meeting.

The participants
reviewed decisions
taken during the previ-
ous meeting and as-
sessed progress on
their implementation.
Audits to Be Made
Faster and More
Transparent The
meeting decided to fur-
ther accelerate and
improve the audit pro-
cess for companies,

hotels, hospitals and
businesses operating
in various sectors,
with the aim of in-
creasing provincial
revenue while ensur-
ing greater transpar-
ency in the tax sys-
tem. Officials in-
formed the meeting
that the BRA office in
Gwadar had been
made operational,
which would improve
monitoring of tax-re-

lated matters and the
provision of services
to taxpayers in
Gwadar and surround-
ing areas. The meet-
ing also decided to
bring jewellers, baker-
ies, property dealers,
car showrooms, water
supply companies and
other relevant busi-
ness sectors within the
BRA tax framework.

Online Businesses
to Be Brought into Tax

Net Participants
agreed to accelerate
measures to bring
YouTubers and indi-
viduals and entities in-
volved in online busi-
nesses within the
BRA tax framework
in accordance with ap-
plicable legal require-
ments.  Addressing
the meeting, Mir
Shoaib Nosherwani
said broadening the
tax net, making tax col-

lection more transpar-
ent and documenting
business activity were
among the
government’s priori-
ties. He directed the
authorities to ensure
effective enforcement
of tax laws while also
facilitating taxpayers
and improving services
available to them.

The provincial
minister said modern
business trends and
the growing online
economy also needed
to be incorporated into
the tax system, stress-
ing that all measures
should be implemented
in accordance with the
law and principles of
transparency.

The meeting also
considered various
proposals aimed at fur-
ther improving BRA’s
performance and in-
creasing provincial
revenue.

Q U E T T A :
Balochistan Health
Secretary Mujib-ur-
Rehman Panezai
chaired a meeting to
review the previous
anti-polio campaign
and discuss prepara-
tions for the upcoming
vaccination drive.

Provincial Emer-
gency Operations
Centre (EOC) Coordi-
nator Inam-ul-Haq,
Quetta Deputy Com-
missioner Mehrullah
Badini, representatives
of private school and
madrassa associations,
and officials respon-
sible for government
schools attended the
meeting.

Quetta Polio Cam-
paign Performance
Reviewed Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Mehrullah Badini gave
a detailed briefing on

the anti-polio cam-
paign in Quetta dis-
trict, highlighting mea-
sures taken during the
drive,

results achieved
and the cooperation
extended by schools,
madrassas and other
educational institu-
tions.

Health Secretary
Mujib-ur-Rehman
Panezai appreciated
the efforts of the dis-
trict administration
and relevant institu-
tions toward polio

eradication.
He stressed that

coordinated efforts
and cooperation
among all concerned
departments and insti-
tutions were essential
to achieve complete
eradication of polio.

Schools and
Madrassas to Support
Upcoming Drive The
meeting discussed
measures to ensure
greater participation
by private schools,
madrassas and other
educational institutions

in the upcoming anti-
polio campaign.

Participants con-
sidered ways to
strengthen coordina-
tion and implement ef-
fective measures to
ensure children are
protected against po-
lio.

Certificates Pre-
sented to High-Per-
forming Institutions
Certificates of appre-
ciation were distrib-
uted among represen-
tatives of private
schools, madrassas

and government
schools that demon-
strated strong perfor-
mance and coopera-
tion during the previ-
ous polio campaign.

Health Secretary
Muj ib -ur -Rehman
Panezai, Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini and
EOC Coordinator
Inam-ul-Haq pre-
sented the certificates
to representatives of
the institutions in rec-
ognition of their per-
formance.

orities and stressed
that parents,

civil society, reli-
gious scholars, teach-
ers, the media and all
segments of society
needed to play their
role in achieving this
goal. He urged par-
ents to cooperate fully
with polio teams and

ensure that all children
up to five years of age
receive polio drops.

The deputy com-
missioner said Health
Department teams
would conduct door-
to-door vaccination
across different areas
of the district during
the campaign. Along

with administering the
vaccine, polio workers
would also educate
parents about polio
prevention and protec-
tive measures.

Officials Stress
Complete Coverage
Dr Ayaz Hussain
Jamali said the perfor-
mance of polio teams

would be effectively
monitored throughout
the campaign and ev-
ery effort would be
made to ensure that
no child was missed.

He appealed to
parents to cooperate
with vaccination
teams visiting their
homes and ensure
their children receive
the required polio
drops.

WHO representa-
tive Dr Abdul Sami
also emphasized the
importance of coop-
eration from parents
and all segments of
society in ongoing ef-
forts to eradicate po-
lio.  He said adminis-
tering polio drops to
every child under five
during each campaign
was essential to pro-
tect children from the
disease.

TURBAT: A four-day
anti-polio campaign
has officially com-
menced in Kech dis-
trict, with the inaugu-
ration ceremony held
at Teaching Hospital
Turbat.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Kech Yasir
Iqbal Dashti formally
launched the campaign
by administering polio
drops to children. Dis-
trict Health Officer
Kech Dr Abdul Rauf
Baloch, Medical Su-
perintendent Teaching
Hospital Turbat Dr
Abdul Waheed
Buleedi, WHO Kech
District Polio Officer
Dr Arsalan, Zareef
Aliyan, members of
polio teams and other
Health Department
officials also attended
the ceremony and ad-
ministered polio drops
to children.

DC Calls for Col-

lective Efforts to
E r a d i c a t e
Polio““Speaking to
media representa-
tives, Deputy Com-
missioner Yasir Iqbal
Dashti said joint ef-
forts by parents, citi-
zens, the Health De-
partment and all seg-
ments of society were
essential for the com-
plete eradication of

polio.
He urged parents

to ensure that all chil-
dren under five years
of age receive polio
drops and cooperate
fully with vaccination
teams visiting their
homes.

The deputy com-
missioner directed rel-
evant authorities to
ensure that no child

was missed during the
campaign and that po-
lio teams had effective
access to all areas of
the district.

He also appealed
to residents to support
Health Department
teams as part of the
national mission to
eradicate polio.

315 Mobile Teams
Deployed Across

Kech Briefing the me-
dia, District Health
Officer Dr Abdul
Rauf Baloch said 315
mobile vaccination
teams had been
formed for the cam-
paign in Kech.

To ensure access
to children, 71 fixed
vaccination centres
and 9 transit points had
also been established
across the district.

The four-day
campaign will continue
from September 21 to
24, during which vac-
cination teams will visit
households across
Kech to administer
polio drops to children
under five.

The Health De-
partment appealed to
parents and the public
to cooperate with vac-
cination teams and
play their role in pro-
tecting children from
polio.

Governor Mandokhail Calls for
Aligning University Education with
Balochistan’s Economic Potential

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has said
that the real success of
the province’s public-
sector universities will
come when their stu-
dents feel that their tal-
ent, knowledge and fu-
ture are valued and re-
spected in their own
homeland.

He said the govern-
ment was making con-
certed efforts to enable
young people not only
to build better futures
for themselves but also
to contribute meaning-
fully to the development
and prosperity of the
country.

The governor ex-
pressed these views
during a meeting with
University of Gwadar
Vice Chancellor Profes-
sor Dr. Razzaq Sabir and
University of Turbat
Vice Chancellor Profes-
sor Dr. Gul Hassan at
Governor House Quetta.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail said a vice
chancellor was not
merely the head of a
higher education institu-
tion but also played a
key role in shaping the
future of the younger
generation,

promoting modern
research and providing
intellectual direction to

society.
He said joint efforts

had helped elevate all
public-sector universi-
ties in Balochistan in
terms of both quality
and capacity, describing
the progress as a source
of pride and satisfaction
for everyone.

Universities Must
Prepare Students for the
Blue Economy The gov-
ernor highlighted the
vast economic and com-
mercial  potential  of
Balochistan’s extensive
coastline, saying Gwadar
and Turbat were impor-
tant not only because of
their geographical sig-
nificance but also be-
cause of their immense
prospects in the blue
economy, maritime trade,
fisheries, coastal man-
agement and marine re-
sources.

Keeping this prom-
ising future in view, he
said, the University of
Gwadar and University
of Turbat carried major
responsibilities to align
their academic
programmes and re-
search priorities with the
region’s local economic
needs.

He stressed the
need to prepare students
for emerging and mod-
ern fields, particularly
the blue economy,

coastal belt manage-
ment, marine sciences
and fisheries-related
trade.

Human Capital
More Important Than
Natural Resources Gov-
ernor Mandokhail said
that in today’s world,
human resources were
more important than
natural resources. If the
youth of Balochistan
were equipped with qual-
ity education, digital
technology and modern
skills, the province’s
natural resources could
generate opportunities
for employment, entre-
preneurship and pros-
perity for its own young
people.

My foremost prior-
ity is the promotion of
quality education,” the
governor said, stressing
that the active coopera-
tion of all vice chancel-
lors and other relevant
stakeholders was essen-
tial to turn this vision
into reality.

He reiterated the im-
portance of strengthen-
ing higher education in-
stitutions so that they
could equip students
with the knowledge,
skills and research capa-
bilities required to con-
tribute to Balochistan’s
economic and social de-
velopment.



04 NATIONAL Tuesday,September.22.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

Islamabad MoU opened path towards de-escalation,
settlement: President Zardari

NEWS DESK: President
Asif Ali Zardari said the
Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding
had opened a path to-
wards de-escalation and
a negotiated settlement
of the conflict between
Iran and the United
States, as the world com-
munity observed the In-
ternational Day of Peace
on Monday.

In his message on
the day, observed annu-
ally on September 21,
Zardari said Pakistan re-
mained engaged in ef-
forts to sustain dialogue
and achieve durable
peace for the people of
the region and the wider
world. He said the sub-
sequent high-level talks
at Bürgenstock, Switzer-
land, had carried the dip-
lomatic effort forward by
focusing on implementa-
tion of the Islamabad
MoU.

The president said
lasting peace could only
be achieved through
dialogue, diplomacy,
justice and full respect
for international law and
the purposes and prin-
ciples of the UN Charter.

“Pakistan remains
firmly committed to in-
ternational peace and
security and to a strong,
effective and inclusive
multilateral system with
the UN at its core,” he

said, reiterating that the
country supported the
peaceful settlement of
disputes and a compre-
hensive approach to
conflict prevention and
resolution based on dia-
logue, diplomacy and
collective action.

He highlighted that
for decades, Pakistani
peacekeepers had

Pakistan carries out 'calibrated’ airstrikes against
terrorist targets in border region with Afghanistan

DPM Dar arrives in New York ahead of UN
General Assembly session

Two Local Cricketers Abducted
in Sui, Dera Bugti: Police

After Aleema, Imran’s sisters Uzma and Noreen
also detained in Lahore under MPO for 30 days

NEWS DESK: Former
prime minister and PTI
founder Imran Khan’s
sisters,

Dr Uzma Khan
and Noreen Niazi, were
detained for 30 days on
Monday, ahead of the
party’s September 27
protest call.

The development
follows the detention
of Imran’s other sister,
Aleema Khan, after
Lahore’s deputy com-
missioner (DC) or-
dered her detention or
arrest for 30 days on
Sunday.

The detention has
come amid reports of
a crackdown on the
PTI ahead of its Sep-
tember 27 country-
wide protest and
march to Islamabad,
which the party has
called to demand
Imran’s release from
jail and mobilise people
for the supremacy of
the Constitution.

In an order dated
Sept 20, a copy of
which is available with
Dawn, the Lahore DC
Office ordered that
Noreen and Uzma be
detained for 30 days
under the Punjab Main-
tenance of Public Or-
der Ordinance, 1960,
stating that the two
were “prejudicial to the
public safety and main-
tenance of public or-
der”. The MPO ordi-

nance allows the au-
thorities to order deten-
tion and restrict judicial
review of such orders.

The two will re-
main in custody under
the superintendent,
Central Jail,  Kot
Lakhpat, it said.

The order stated
that the two were in-
volved in the May 9
protest and “motivated
the workers to damage
public and government
property”.

“Moreover, they
are again mobilising the
workers through social
media and public meet-

“Accordingly, mul-
tiple cases including
96/23 PS Race Course
were registered,” it
said, stating that Uzma
and Noreen were “po-
tential dangers to pub-
lic peace and tranquil-
lity”. “Such activists
will give rise to a situa-
tion prejudicial to pub-
lic safety and mainte-
nance of public order,
if left unchecked.”

The decision was
taken in a meeting held
on Sunday, under the
chairmanship of the
Lahore DC
Muhammad Ali Ijaz,

any public place will
pose a grave threat to
the public safety and
will likely cause breach
of public peace and
public order”.

In a post on X in
the early hours of Mon-
day, the party’s Central
Information Secretary
Sheikh Waqas Akram
had accused Punjab po-
lice of “arresting both
sisters of Imran, along
with their children and
the sons of Aleema
Khan”.

Akram claimed
that the individuals had
“been placed in an

ings to create a law and
order situation, raising/
chanting objectionable
slogans amongst the
general public against
the government/institu-
tion in order to provoke
and incite them,” the
order read.

Interior Minister Naqvi
warns PTI against Sept

27 protest call, urges
party to change course

NEWS DESK:
Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar arrived
in New York to par-
ticipate in the 81st ses-
sion of the United Na-
tions General Assem-
bly (UNGA), which
will be held from Sept
21 to 25, the Foreign
Office (FO) said on
Monday.

In a post on social
media platform X, FO
said DPM Dar has a
“full programme” of
high-level engage-
ments in the week.

“He will partici-
pate in ministerial fo-
rums and deliver
Pakistan’s statements
and interventions on
key issues of impor-
tance to Pakistan, in-
cluding bilateral, re-
gional and interna-
tional priorities across
the UN agenda,” the
FO said.

Alongside accom-
panying Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif —
who is due to arrive in
New York later this
week — DPM Dar
will hold a series of bi-
lateral

meetings with his
counterparts and par-
ticipate in a range of
high-level engage-
ments on the sidelines

of the UNGA, it
added.

Upon arriving in
New York on Monday,
Dar was received by
Pakistan’s Permanent
Representative to the
UN Asim Iftikhar
Ahmad, Ambassador
to the US Rizwan
Saeed Sheikh, Paki-

also attend several
high-level meetings on
the Palestine issue, in-
cluding a meeting of
the eight Arab-Islamic
countries and a high-
level ministerial meet-
ing of the global alli-
ance for the imple-
mentation of the two-
state solution, among

NEWS DESK: Paki-
stan conducted
airstrikes on terrorist
sites “in the border re-
gion with Afghani-
stan”, killing more than
28 terrorists, the infor-
mation ministry said on
Monday.

In a statement, the
ministry stressed that
the “calibrated” strikes
were carried out
“against the hideouts
and safe havens of ter-
rorist organisations re-
sponsible” for the re-
cent multiple terrorist
incidents in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

“Based on credible
intelligence, selective
targeting of terrorist
camps and hideouts be-
longing to Fitna al
Khawarij and its affili-
ates has also been car-
ried out in the border
region with Afghani-
stan with precision and
accuracy,” the state-
ment said. It added:
“Three targets were
destroyed with preci-
sion, including a sui-
cide bombers’ training
markaz (centre), killing
28 terrorists alongside
multiple suicide bomb-
ers.

“Large quantities
of weapons and am-
munition stored at these
marakiz (centres) and
hideouts were also de-

stroyed.”
The state uses the

term Fitna al Khawarij
for the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP).

Prior to the
airstrikes, security
forces conducted a
“well-planned intelli-
gence-based ground

operation” on Sunday
against a group of ter-
rorists in KP’s Kohat
and Hangu districts, the
ministry said.

“As a result of pre-
cise and skilful engage-
ment, nine khawarij be-
longing to Indian proxy
Fitna al Khawarij were
sent to hell, while sev-
eral were injured,” the
statement added.

The ministry high-
lighted that Pakistan

had “always strived for
the maintenance of
peace and stability in
the region”.

“However, the
safety and security of
our citizens remains
our foremost priority.
It is a matter of grave
concern that Afghani-
stan continues to re-

main a hub of terror-
ism,” it said, specify-
ing that the “threat to
Pakistan emanates
from Afghanistan”.

“In this context,
our action precisely tar-
geted the terrorist
hubs. Maximum pre-
cautions were taken,
and it was ensured that
no collateral damage
occurs,” the ministry
asserted.

The airstrikes

come a few days after
a major attack in the
old Police Lines in KP’s
Kohat claimed 23 lives
and injured about 100
others. Eight terrorists
were killed during an
overnight clearance
operation launched to
clear the area.

On Sunday, two

officers and four oth-
ers were martyred
while eight terrorists
were eliminated during
a fire exchange be-
tween a security
forces convoy and
armed combatants, the
military’s media wing
said. There has been a
resurgence in terrorism
in Pakistan since the
Afghan Taliban re-
turned to power in
Kabul in 2021.

where the issue was
discussed and mem-
bers “endorsed” the
“evidence” presented
by the police. The or-
der stated that the
Lahore DC was con-
vinced that Uzma and
Noreen’s presence “at

served in UN missions
across the globe, help-
ing protect civilians,
support communities af-
fected by conflict and
create conditions in
which peace could take
root. “Their service, of-
ten in difficult and dan-
gerous circumstances,
reflects Pakistan’s en-
during commitment to in-

ternational peace. We
honour those who have
given their lives in this
cause and remain com-
mitted to supporting UN
peacekeeping and
peacebuilding efforts,”
he added.

President Zardari
said Pakistan’s diplo-
matic efforts to end the
conflict between Iran

and the United States
had been acknowledged
internationally.

The president said
the unanimous adoption
of UN Security Council
Resolution 2788, spon-
sored by Pakistan during
its presidency of the
Council last year, had
been a significant reaf-
firmation of the Security

Council’s commitment
to strengthening mecha-
nisms for the peaceful
settlement of disputes.

He reaffirmed that
Pakistan believed there
could be no durable
peace where the right of
peoples to self-determi-
nation was denied, and
Security Council resolu-
tions remained

unimplemented, includ-
ing in situations of for-
eign occupation such as
Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
and the Occupied Pales-
tinian Territory.  The
president said this
year’s International Day
of Peace theme, “Invest
in Peace: For Everyone,
Everywhere.

From Our
Correspondent:

DERA BUGTI: Two
local cricketers
were allegedly
abducted by uni-
dentified individu-
als in the Sui area
of Dera Bugti dis-
trict, police said,
prompting a
search operation

to recover the
players.

According to the po-
lice, the two crick-
eters, identified as
Zakir Bugti and
Wardan Bugti,
were residents of
Sui.

The unidentified sus-
pects allegedly
abducted the play-
ers and fled to-
wards an undis-

armoured vehicle and
are being taken to an
unknown location”.

PTI lawyer Awais
Younas Chaudhry had
confirmed to Dawn
that all three of Imran’s
sisters had been ar-
rested.

nomic Cooperation
Organisation’s Coun-
cil of Ministers.

The Pakistani del-
egation at the UNGA
has been significantly
streamlined as part of
the government’s aus-
terity measures.

Dar and senior
foreign-policy adviser

others.
According to the

FO, DPM Dar is also
expected to deliver a
statement during the
UN Security Council
high-level briefing on
artificial intelligence.
He will also chair a
meeting of the Eco-

Tariq Fatemi will form
the core of the prime
minister’s delegation.

Several federal
ministers who were
initially expected to
travel were dropped
from the trip, accord-
ing to sources at the
country’s UN mission.

stan Consul General in
on Jammu and Kash-
mir,

where he will
highlight Pakistan’s
“unwavering support”
for the right to self-de-
termination for
Kashmiris.

DPM Dar will

closed location.
Police and security

forces launched a
search operation
in the area after
receiving informa-
tion about the in-
cident, aiming to
trace the abducted
cricketers and ar-
rest those respon-
sible.

Further details about
the circumstances

of the abduction
and

the whereabouts of the
two

players were not im-
mediately avail-
able.

The incident has
raised concerns
about the safety
of local sports
players in Dera
B u g t i ,
Balochistan.

NEWS DESK: Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
on Monday warned PTI
against i ts proposed
September 27 long
march, urging the party
to refrain from proceed-
ing with the protest.

He made the state-
ment while addressing a
press briefing. Naqvi’s
remarks come as the
party prepares for a na-
tionwide protest and
march towards
Islamabad on Septem-
ber 27 to press for the
release of its incarcer-
ated founder,  Imran
Khan.

“We have clearly
told them (PTI) that they
can never achieve any-
thing through such
drama, and I will say
again that there is still
time; they should not go
into this situation,” he
said, advising the party
to “not enter a dead-end
street”.

Naqvi vowed the
government will not
“leave any loopholes” in
its response if the party
went ahead with the pro-

test.
The interior minis-

ter held that PTI’s major-
ity leadership was not in
favour of the march.
“[However], if they do,
then we have the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) order, and the
government will ensure
its implementation.”

He appealed to PTI
to adopt a different ap-
proach. “Do not harm
yourself and your work-
ers,” he said.

On being asked if
the government had any
“long-term solution” to
PTI’s frequent protest
calls, the interior minis-
ter said, “I believe this
time we will find a per-
manent solution; we will
not leave it halfway.”

When asked why
the government was re-
luctant to shift  PTI
founder Imran Khan to
a private health facility
— as requested by his
party and family — amid
concerns about his
health, the minister said
doctors examined Imran
last night.


