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Pakistan’s Missing Democratic Institution

Jinnah People’s Train Service to Launch
in Quetta, Balochistan; Rs3bn Project
Saryab

Connects Kuchlak to

Syed Ali Shal

QUETTA: The Jinnah People’s
Train Service is set to be
launched in Quetta, the provin-
cial capital of Balochistan, intro-
ducing a new public transporta-
tion facility for residents of the
city and surrounding areas.

According to sources within
the Balochistan government,
more than Rs3 billion has been
spent on the launch of the much-
awaited People’s Train Service in
Quetta.

‘The railwayinfrastructure for
the project has reportedly been
completed within just 120 days,
paving the way for the launch of
the shuttle train service

The Jinnah People’s Train
will operate on a 32-kilometre rail-
way track from Kuchlak to
Saryab, with seven stations lo-
catéd along the route.

‘The service will initially con-
sist of two bogies and will have
the capacity to carry around 150
passengers at a time.

The project addresses a
longstanding demand of the
people of Quetta and
Balochistan, particularly resi-
dents who have been seeking an
affordable,

reliable and decent mode of
public transportation in the pro-
vincial capital.

Aview of the Jinnah People's Train: Photo Quetta Voice

Quetta has faced persistent
transportation challenges, with a
large number of residents de-
pending on private vehicles, taxis
and local buses for daily commut-
ing. The introduction of the

Kuchlak-Saryab People’s Train is
expected to provide an additional
option for students, employees,
workers and other daily commut-

ers.
" The Balochistan govern-

ment, led by Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti, has presented the
project as part of its efforts to
improve public facilities and de-
velop transportation infrastruc-
ture in Quetta.
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Governor Mandokhail Hails Nawaz
Sharif’s Democratic Services...

Aleema provided basic facilities,
essential items in jail,Punjab govt...

Three Afghan Nationals
Found Dead in Turbat
River, One Injured

By Our Correspondent:

Police recovered the bodies of
three Afghan nationals and
rescued an injured Afghan citi-
zen from the Gorg River in
Turbat, Balochistan,
sources said.

local

The deceased and the in-
jured man were taken to
Teaching Hospital Turbat af-
ter being recovered from the
river. Police sources at Jousak
Police Station said the bodies
appeared to be around three
days old.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Saleem, son of Akbar
Khan; Sher Agha Khan, son

of Dhatta Khan; and
Najeebuddin, son of Wazir.

The injured Afghan na-
tional was identified as Aziz,
son of Muhammad Jan. He
was shifted to Teaching Hos-
pital Turbat for medical treat-
ment.

Police have started an in-

vestigation to determine how
the three Afghan nationals died
and how the fourth person sus
tained injuries.

The incident comes as au-

US delegation meets CDF Munir, acknowledges Pakistan's
'longstanding role, sacrifices' during Afghan war

NEWS DESK:

A delegation of America’s Af-
ghanistan War Commission called
on Chiefof Defence Forces (CDF)
and Chief of the Army Staff Field
Marshal Asim Munir on Monday
and acknowledged Pakistan’s
“Jongstanding role and sacrifices
dunng the conflict in Afghani-
stan”, according to the military’s
media affairs wings.

The visiting delegation also
appreciated Pakistan’s continued
contribution to regional peace and
stability, the Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations said in a statement.

The delegation, led by its co-
chairs, Shamila N. Chaudhary and
Dr Colin F Jackson, met CDF
Munir at General Head

lighting the the coun-

(GHQ) in Rawalpindi.
“The delegation is undertak-
ing a review of the United States”
20-year engagement in Afghani-
stan,” the statement said, adding

ing “Pakistan’s support, the re-
gional security environment and
in A

thorities in B con-
tinue to monitor the movement
and presence of Afghan na-
2 . Further

he in-

in the proving
are expected a
VSS[Iga[lOﬂ progresses.

with focus on perspectives rel-
evant to the commission’s work”.

For his part, CDF Munir
shared Pakistan’s perspective on
the security dynamics that
shaped the conflict, also high-

’s website.
try faced during the prolonged US forces had withdrawn
Us i i from n Aug 2021,

n

The ISPR statement added
that he highlighted the need to
incorporate a regional perspec-
tive, as well as Pakistan’s experi-
ence in assessing the strategic,

ending a 20-year war.
The withdrawal was com-
pleted a minute before midnight
onAug 30,
The US had launched a mili-

dipl dimen-
sions of the conflict.

The US Congress estab-
lished the Afghanistan War Com-
mission in 2021 as an indepen-
dent bodyto review US decisions
pertaining to the war in Afghani-
stan from June 2001 to August
2021, according to the

tary intervention in
following the Sept 11,2001, at-
tacks, ushering in two decades
of conflict in which civilians suf-
fered widespread violence and
abuses.

Some 800,000 us
servicemembers served in Af-
ghanistan during this period.

During the war, 2,238 US
servicemembers died and nearly
,000 were wounded.

Meanwhile, over 40,000 civil-
ians were killed and 77,000
wounded in attacks by Taliban
insurgents, the Islamic State (IS)
group, and in operations by the
armed forces of the Afghan Re-
public or the international coali-
tion led by the US, according to
the United Nations mission in
Afghanistan (UNAMA).

Independent estimates put
the total number of Afghan secu-
rity forces and civilians killed at
‘more than 100,000.

BHC Seeks PSDP Details on Balochistan Assembly
Bulldlng Demolition

Haseeb Khan:

Balochistan High Court
(BHC) has sought details of
the proposed Balochistan As-
sembly building project in the
federal Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme (PSDP)
while hearing a petition chal-
lenging the demolition of the
existing assembly building.
two-member bench
comprising BHC Chief Justice
Muhammad Kamran Khan
Mulakhail —and Justice
Najamuddin Mengal heard the
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petition.
During the
Balochistan Advocate General

Abdul Latif Kakar informed

bly building was a federally

funded project and that funds

hearing, the court that the new assem- had already been approved.

The Chief Justice directed

the authorities to clarify
whether the Balochistan As-
sembly building project was
formally included in the fed-
cral PSDP.

Chief Justice Mulakhail
observed that, according to the
information available to him,
three to four projects concern-
ing Balochistan were included
in the federal PSDP. He fur-
ther remarked that he had re-
ceived information that the as-
sembly building project had
been dropped.

The petitioner mamlamed
that the cxmmg Balochi:

Assembly building was a his-
toric structure and part of the
province’s heritage. The peti-
tioner urged the court to stop
its demolition and ensure its
preservation.

The Balochistan High
Court directed the relevant au-
thorities to provide complete
details of the Balochistan As-
sembly project in the federal
PSDP.

The court adjourned the
hearing of the petition against
the proposed demolition of the
Balochistan Assembly building
until October 7.
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MDCAT Registrations Decline, has the MBBS Dream
Lost Its Shine in Pakistan?

Syed
‘Muhammad Yaseen
For decades, becoming
adoctor in Pakistan has
been viewed as one of
the most prestigious and
desirable career choices.
Thousands of students
and families have tradi-
tionally spent years pre-
paring for the MDCAT,
often treating admission
toan MBBS programme
as the ultimate measure

of academic success.

The MDCAT pic-
ture appears to be
changing.

Official figures indi-
cate a noticeable con-
traction in the MDCAT
candidate and registra-
tion pool. In 2022,
204,253 candidates ap-
peared in the MDCAT,
followed by 180,534 in
2023. In2024, PM&DC
reported 167,772 regis-
trations, while the num-
ber fell to 140,071 regis-
trations in 2025.

hese figures re-
quire an important quali-
fication. The 2022 and
2023 figures refer to can-
didates who appeared in
the  examination,
whereas the 2024 and
2025 figures refer to reg-
istrations. Therefore,
they should not be
treated as a perfectly
comparable year-by-
year series.

The clearest recent
comparison is between
2024 and 2025. Registra-
tions declined by 27,701,
or approximately 16.5
percent.

The early picture
for 2026 also deserves
attention, but with cau-
tion. According to a Na-
tional Assembly briefing
on July 10, approxi-

mately 135,000 students
had registered for
MDCAT 2026 at that
point.

However, registra-
tion was restarted for
some days as it got de-
layed til 20 September.
It should therefore not
be presented as a con-
firmed 2026 decline.

The more interest-
ing question is not sim-
ply whether MDCAT
numbers are falling. It is
why?

One obvious factor
is the rising cost of medi-
cal education. For stu-

dents unable to secure
public-sector seats, pri-
vate medical colleges
can represent a major fi-
nancial commitment.

Families are increasingly
evaluating medicine not
only through the lens of
prestige, but also
through affordability,
career progression and
financial return.

At the same time,
students today have far
more career options.
Technology, artificial in-
telligence, software de-
velopment, business, fi-
nance and other profes-

sional fields have be-
come i ingly attrac-

eventual 5pcc1al|zduon
Limited pos

It would be prema-
ture, however, to claim
that these sectors are
dxrcct]y responsible for
AT decline
Without comprehensive
national research.

Another concern is
the uncertainty sur-
rounding the medical
education pathway it-
self. Students face a
long journey from
MDCAT preparation to
MBBS, house job, post-
graduate training and

23

opportunities, demand-
ing working conditions
and uncertainty about
career progression can
influence how families
assess the profession.

The emergence of
vacant seats in some pri-
vate medical colleges is
particularly significant.
Reports of unfilled
MBBS seats in prov-
inces such as Sindh and
Punjab suggest that the
traditional situation—
where demand over-
whelmingly exceeded

available seats—is
changing in parts of the
private sector.

ut vacant seats
should not automatically
be interpreted as evi-
dence that students no
longer want to become
doctors.

High tuition fees,
admission rules, stu-
dents declining offers
and other factors can
also contribute. In fact,
a_court record from
Sindh highlighted the
role of expensive private-
college fees in difficul-
ties filling certain seats.

This distinction is
important because the
solution should not sim-
ply be to lower admis-
sion standards when-
ever seats remain vacant.

Pakistan certainly
needs doctors. Large
parts of the country
continue to face
healthcare shortages,
particularly outs
Jor urban centres. But
increasing the number of
‘medical graduates alone
cannot solve these prob-
lems.

The country needs
a medical education

system that offers qual-
ity training, adequate
clinical exposure, afford-
able education, trans-
parent admissions and a
credible postgraduate
career pathway.
Policymakers
should therefore inves-
tigate the reasons be-
hind the changing
MDCAT trend through
a nationwide study of
applicants and eligible
students. How many re-
ject private medical seats
because of fees? How
many choose foreign
universities? How many
switch to other profes-
sions? How many are
discouraged by post-
graduate uncertainty?
Until these ques-
tions are properly an-
swered, conclusions
about a “collapse” of
medical education de-
mand would be prema-

ture.

The falling MDCAT
numbers should instead
be viewed as a warning
signal. Pakistan may not
be losing interest in
medicine; rather, stu-
dents may be becoming
more selective about the
price they are willing to
pay for a medical carcer.

The answer is not to
force more students into

Tt is to make medi-
cine a profession that
students choose be-
cause it offers quality
education, professional
dignity,  financial
sustainability and a clear
future.

Pakistan does not
simply need more doc-
tors. It needs a medical
education system that
future doctors can be-
lievein.

Pakistan’s Missing Democratic Institution

Every five years,
zen walks o the polling
station, casts his vote,
and walks out witha s
isfaction of having par-
ticipated in the demo-
cratic process.

A month later, the
same citizen sees his
street filled with a pile of
garbage, observes that
the road has deterio-
rated, and discovers that
the school is falling
apart.

He wants to complain
but lacks access to his
representative.

This is the paradox of
Pakistan’s democracy: it
has transferred power
from the center to the
provinces but has yet to
devolve it effectively to
the third tier of govern-
ment.

Since the creation
of Pakistan, democracy
reaches the ballot box
but never reaches the
doorstep of the citizen.

In other words, the
local government sys-
tem has not evolved in
letter and spirit.

Despite insertion of
Atticle 140A, local gov-
ernments in Pakistan
face a deep rooted struc-
tural problem: constitu-
tional, political, fiscal,
and administrative con-
straints.

The biggest prob-
lem faced by local gov-
ernment systems in Pa-
kistan is constitutional
weakness.

Although Article
140A stated the forma-
tion of local govern-

Tt leaves dclallcd in-
stitutional design, pow-
ers, functions, and fiscal
dimensions to provincial
legislation .

Apart from the con-
stitutional weaknesses,
local governme:
tems are also politically

marginalized.

They are victims of
the centralization of
power at the provincial
level.

Strong political
clites view empowered
local governments as a
threat to their political
power.

Moreover, the de-
velopment funds of
MPAs and MNAs cre-
ate a parallel political
structure, undermining
the effectiveness of lo-
cal governments.

Thus, the local
government structure
becomes largely cer-

emonial rather than an
independent tier of gov-
ernment.
Local governments
de

ernments, limiting their
ability to function effec-
tively,

Under the 7th NFC
Award, the provinces’
share of the divisible
pool was increased to
57.5 percent.

However, the NFC
framework does not re-
quire the provincial gov-
ernments to allocate a
specific share of these
transfer to local govern-

ments. According to a

2026, the share of total
government spending
on local bodies declined
from 10 percent in 2005
to less than 5 percent in
2024.

As a result, local
governments are unable
to perform basic services
such as water supply,
sanitation, solid waste
management, primary
education, and other ba-
sic local needs.

In addition to con-
stitutional, political, and
fiscal challenges, the lo-
cal government system

World Bank report of

also faces deep admin-
istrative constraints that
dilute its operational ef-
fectivenes

The civil servant
continues to perform the
tasks of local represen-
tatives through their
daily administrative
functions.

As a result, the
overlapping roles create
confusion over author-
ity. Furthermore, the lack
of continuity is also a
major impediment that
prevents the develop-
ment of a stable local ad-
ministrative system.

Consequently, it

AR e

leads to limited adminis-
trative autonomy, reduc-
ingits efficiency and re-
sponsiveness.

India’s experience
of local government pro-
vides a useful case
study for Pakistan.

The landmark 73rd
and 74th Constitutional
Amendments of 1992 es-
tablished Panchayati Raj

regular elections and re-
serve seats for women
and different castes.
oth rural and ur-
ban local bodies receive
financial resources from
the state and central
governments.
Strengthening the
third tier of governance
in Pakistan is a prereq-
uisite  for oth

and urban

local bodies.
They list 29 sub-
jects for Panchayats and
18 subjects for munici-
palities.
Furthermore, the
amendments ensure

grassroots
and effective service
delivery.

Constitutional pro-
tection is the most nec-
essary step in the right
direction.

The Constitution

must clearly detail the
structure, tenure, and
functions of local gov-
ernments.

Political elites must
change their mindset of
centralization. Local
governments need to
derive their powers and
functions from the Con-
stitution rather than
provincial or federal
governments.

Without financial
empowerment, local
governments cannot en-
sure effective gover-
nance.

Therefore, Provin-
cial Finance Commis-
sions must be activated
to ensure the transfer of
sufficient funds to local
governments. Lastly, in-
stitutional building and
administrative — au-
tonomy are necessary
steps to ensure effective
local administration.

On the whole, de-
mocracy is not merely
about elections or repre-
sentation, rather, it is a
practice of participation,
transparency,
inclusivity, and account-
ability.

It can only be
achieved when gover-
nance is brought closer
to the voters.

Central and provin-
cial governments cannot
provide local services as
effectively as local gov-
ernments can.

Local government
not only brings about
effective governance
but also deepens demo-
cratic participation.

Ultimately, democ-
racy becomes meaning-
ful when it reaches the
doorstep of the citizen.

The author holds a
BS in Political Science
and hails from Zhob,
Balochistan.

His areas of interest
include governance,
public administration,
democratic institutions
and public policy.
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Governor Mandokhail Hails Nawaz Sharif’s Democratic
Services at Internatlonal Clv Award Launch

QUETTA: Balochistan
Governor Jaffar Kha
Mandokhail said that
former Prime Minister
Mian Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif had served as
Pakistan’s prime minister
three times and played a
significant role in the
country’s political and
democratic history.

Addressing  the
launch ceremony of the
“The Real Democrat
Mian Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif International Civil
Award” at Governor
House Quetta, the gov-
ernor said Nawaz Sharif
had rendered valuable
services to Pakistan and
‘made significant contri-
butions to democratic
politics and the continu-
ity of the democratic pro-
cess.

The ceremony was
organized by the
Balochistan Interna-
tional Think Tank,
Friends of Universe and
Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
Balochistan.

Pakistan’s National
Assembly records con-

firm that Nawaz Sharif
served as prime minister
during three separate
periods, beginning in
1990,1993 and 1997, and
agﬁinﬁumZOl}loZOH.

overnor
Mandokhail said Nawaz
Sharif’s services and
sacrifices for democracy
and the strengthening
of democratic institu-
tions were worthy of rec-
ognition. He also re-

ferred to Pakistan’s 1998
nuclear tests during
Nawaz Sharif’s s
tenure. The National As-
sembly has separately
credited Sharif’s leader-
ship in overseeing the
nuclear tests conducted
on May 28, 1998.

The governor said
that, amongpolitical and
democratic leaders,
Nawaz Sharif had
emerged as a promi

political figure who
played a notable role in
national politics. He
added that he himselfbe-
lieved in principled poli-
tics and maintaining cor-
dial and respectful rela-
tions with political lead-
ers, including Pashtun
and Baloch nationalist
leaders.

Referring to the for-
mation of governments
in i Gover-

nor Mandokhail said
Nawaz Sharif had em-
phasized the importance
of taking all political
forces along and main-
taining relations based
on mutual respect.

He described the
decision to name the
“The Real Democrat In-
ternational Civil Award™
after Nawaz Sharifas an
initiative aimed at recog-
nizing political services
and highlighting the
principles of democratic
struggle, political toler-
ance and public service.

overnor
Mandokhall said that
recognizing the contri-
butions of political lead-
ers in a democratic soci-
ety could help intro-
duce younger genera-
tions to the importance
of political participation,
democratic values and
public service.

He expressed hope
that such activities
would continue in the
future and said the ini-
tiative would remain a
means of paying tribute

services.

17 Patwaris Promoted to Qanoongo Posts in
Balochistan’s Nasirabad Division

NASIRABAD: In line
with the directives of
Balochistan Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti,
Chief Secretary Shakeel
Qadir Khan, and Senior
Member Board of Rev-
enue (SMBR) Qambar
Dashti,

the process of pro-
‘moting government em-
ployees and improving
departmental affairs is
continuing  across
Nasirabad Division.

In this regard, Com-
missioner Nasirabad Di-
vision  Salahuddin
Noorzai distributed pro-
motion orders to 17
Patwaris who had been
awaiting promotion since
2017.

The employees
have been promoted
from BPS-09 to BPS-11 as
Q:

fice, Babu Abdul Samad
Khosa and Babu
Sherullah Khosa, were
also present on the oc-
casion.

Congratulating the
promoted employees,
Commissioner
Salahuddin Noorzai said
that promotion not only

Superintendents of
the Commissioner’s Of-

employees but also in-
creases their responsi-

bilities.

He urged the newly
promoted officials to
perform their duties with
a strong commitment to
public service and en-
sure transparency, merit
and the rule of law in the
affairs of the Revenue
Department.

He said the Govern-
ment of Balochistan has
a clear policy of ensur-

ing that eligible and de-
serving employees re-
ceive their legitimate
rights in a timely manner.

This, he added,
would help improve the
performance of govern-
ment institutions and fa-
cilitate the provision of
reliefand services to the
public.

The promotion of
17 Patwaris to the posts.

of Qanoongo has been
described as an impor-
tant development for the
Revenue Department in
Nasirabad Division.

e move is ex-
pected to boost the pro-
fessional morale of em-
ployees while contribut-
ing to more effective and
efficient management of
revenue-related admin-
istrative affairs.

Fisheries Department Intensifies Action Against
Illegal Fishing Nets in Gwadar

GWADAR: The
Balochistan Fisheries
Department has intensi-
fied its crackdown on the
use of illegal and prohib-
ited fishing nets, with
inspection and monitor-
ing of boats and kayaks
continuing at Padi Zar
Beach in Gwadar.

On the directives of
Director Fisheries
rine Ahmed Nadeem and
under the supervision of
Assistant Director Fish-
eries Gwadar Shah
Fahad,

a Fisheries monitor-
ing team inspected dif-
ferent boats and kayaks
at the beach and checked
the mesh sizes of fishing
nets being used by fish-
ermen.

The team also di-
rected fishermen to
strictly refiain from using

prohlblledfshmgnets
According to the
Fisheries Department,
legal action is being
taken against violations
involving the use of
nets with prohibited
mesh sizes, including 26,
27,28and 114.
Officials said that
the use of prohibited
nets for catching small

fish negatively affects
fish breeding and dis-
rupts the natural balance
of marine life.
Therefore, the use
of such nets will not be
permitted, and fishermen
found violating the regu-
lations will face legal ac-
tion under the relevant
laws.
The department

clarified that responsi
bility for any violation
will rest with the con-
cemned individual.

he Fisheries De-
partment will continue
its monitoring and in-
spection operations at
Padi Zar Beach and other
coastal areas to prevent
illegal fishing practices
and protect marine re-

3.5 Acres of Government Land
Recovered from Encroachment in
Rakhni, Balochistan

BARKHAN/RAKHNI:  development work is emment property would
On the direct currently underway. not be tolerated.
Deputy Commissi The He also directed the
Barkhan Saeed-ur- launched the operation relevant officials to en-
Rehman Kakar, the dis- to remove illegal en- sure continuous moni-
trict administration car- ~ croachments and occu- toring of the recovered
ried out an effective anti- pations from govern- land and prevent the re-
encroachment operation ment land, ensuring that ~ establishment of en-
in Rakhni under the su- developmem work on croachments.

pervision of Assistant the Model Bazaar ding to the
ommissioner Rakhni project continues ac- district administration,
Fahad Hussain Umrani. cording to the planned completion of the Rakhni
During the opera-~ schedule. Speaking on  Model Bazaar will pro-
tion, 3.5 acres of valu- n, A vide citizens and traders
able government com- Commissit i with better, organized
mercial land were recov-  Fahad Hussain Umrani
ered fromillegal occupa-  said that protecting gov-

tion. ernment land is the re- The removal of en-
The land recovered ~ sponsibility of the dis- croachments is also ex-
during the operation has  trict administration. pected to improve the
been earmarked for Hemade it clear that ~ city’s appearance, traffic
Rakhni Model Bazaar, illegal occupation and management and overall
where construction and on gov- ive order.

BUMHS Sets October 5
Deadline for MDCAT 2026
Objections

Syed Muhammad  seeking to file an Admit Card

Yaseen: MDCAT 2026 objec- The university has
QUETTA: Bolan Uni- tion or complaint must clarified that only
versity of Medical & submit their applica- hard-copy applications
Health Sciences tions in hard copy at will be accepted and
(BUMHS) has an- theAdmissionBranch. no application will be
nounced that candi- Applications submit- considered after Oc-
dates who have any ted after the deadline tober 5,2026.
objection or complaint  will not be entertained. Candidates who
regarding the MDCAT Candidates are believe there is an is-
2026 examination can required to attach the sue or discrepancy
submit their applica- following documents concerning  their
tions to the university’s  with their applications: MDCAT 2026 paper,

Admission Branch by — Original Carbon answers, or examina-
October 5, 2026. Copy of the MDCAT tion record have been
According to the 2026 answer sheet advised to submit their

notice issued by — CNIC objections within the

sourceﬁy N BUMHS, candidates — MDCAT 2026 stipulated deadline.

The as
urged fishermen to use i ini i
e Tishermen (o use Nasirabad Administration

fishing nets, avoid
catching juvenile and
small fish, and cooper-
ate with Fisheries offi-
cials in protecting marine
life and ensuring the
sustainability of the fish-
ing sector.

Quetta Commissioner Directs Review of Security

Checkpost in Aghbarg and Nohesar

QUETTA: Adelegation ]
of the Bazai tribe, led by
Member  of  the
Balochistan Provincial
Assembly Malik Naeem
Khan Bazai, met with
Quetta Division Commis-
sioner Zeeshan Lashari
to discuss issues faced
by tribal communities in
Aghbarg and Nohesar,
the law and order situa-
tion, and matters con-
cerning security
checkposts.

During the meeting,
tribal elders apprised the
commissioner of their
concerns regarding secu-
rity checkposts and the
difficulties faced by local
re%idenl%

he delegation also
provlded adetailed brief-
ing on the utility, exist-
ing locations, function-
ing and possible reloca-
tion of  various
checkposts.

The tribal elders said
that some security
checkposts were impor-
tant for maintaining
peace and security in the
area, while residents
were facing di ies at

certain locations.

They called for lo-
cal concerns and
ground realities to be
taken into consideration
when deciding on the
relocation or conunued
operation
checkposts.

Commissioner
Zeeshan Lashari as-
sured the delegation
that their issues would
be addreseed on a pri-
ority bas

He dlrecled the

Deputy C

Quetta West to take nec-
essary steps to address
the concerns raised by
the tribes regarding the
checkposts.

The commissioner
further instructed offi-
cials to conduct on-site
visits to the relevant ar-
eas and assess the cur-
rent condition, neces-
sity and funcuonmg of
the checkposts, as well
as the difficulties faced
by local residents.

He directed that a
detailed report be sub-

mitted after reviewing
the ground realities con-
cerning the possible re-
location and operation
of the checkposts.

Zeeshan Lashari
said that all possible
measures would be taken
to maintain law and or-
der in the area, adding
that protecting the lives
and property of citizens
is a fundaméntal respon-
sibility of the govern-
ment.

He said the con-
cerns of the public and

tribal elders would be
taken seriously and that
efforts would be made to
resolve the issues
through consultation
and mutual cooperation.
The meeting was
also attended by Malik
Abdul Rehman Bazai
and other tribal elders
and notables.
he delegation
thanked the Quetta Di-
vision Commissioner for
assuring immediate
steps toward resolving
their concerns.

Tightens Monitoring of Fertilizer
Supply and Transportation

NASIRABAD: On the Fertilizer dealersat-  quired to comply with
directives of Deputy tended the meeting and them in letter and spirit.
Commissioner were briefed on the in- The assistant com-
Nasirabad Virender Lal, structions issued by the missioner instructed
an important meeting of - government regarding - dealers to transport fer-
fertilizer dealers was held  the sale, purchase and tilizer and maintain com-
under the chairmanship ~ transportation  of plete records accordmg
of Assistant Commis- fertilizer. k the to the

sioner Dera Murad occasion, Assistant scribed on the ofﬁcxal
Jamali Bahadur Khan Commissioner Bahadur government portal.
Khosa to review the KhanKhosa said that the He said the measure
availability, transporta- administration was en- would help ensure that
tion and distribution of suringa complete banon  farmers receive fertilizer
fertilizer in Nasirabad ~the illegal transportation  at the officially prices.
district. of fertilizer in Nasirabad He further said the

s i s
The meeting exam-  district, adding that no district administration
ined in detail the avail- violation of the rules would strengthen the
ability of fertilizer, its would be tolerated. monitoring and over-
transportation, distribu- He said the govern-  sight of ferti
tion through the govern- ment had issued clear plies and distribution to
ment-established portal, dlrecuve: regarding the prevent irregularities
with official and sup- and ensure transparent
directives and other re- ply offemhzer and all  availability of fertilizer to
lated matters. dealers would be re- farmers.
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Minister slams KP govt’s ‘flaws’ in leadership, resources

and authority in counter-terror fight

NEWS DESK:Minister
of State for Interior Tallal
Chaudhry on Monday
said the PTI-led Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment had not made ad-
equate efforts to combat
terrorism, particularly
highlighting flaws in ifs
leadership, resources
and use of authority.

Addressing media
in Islamabad alongside
Information Minister
Attaullah Tarar,
Chaudhry noted that a
political leadership
could “provide three
things in the fight Award, which he said
against terrorism: leader- amounted to Rs800 bil-
ship, resources and lion.
powers”.

He contended that
the provincial adminis-
tration in KP — where
the PTI has been in
power since 2013 —
“did not provide leader-
ship to the security
force§ over the past 14

tional in the entire prov-

g
g

“Your forces cannot
fight unarmed. You do
not have bulletproof
jackets, cars, training,
CTD, Safe City [project],
or a forensic lab,” he
said, claiming that Safe
City projects had been
completed on the tehsil
level as well in Punjab.

The state minister
sought accountability
from KP over the usage
of even one per cent of
the National Finance
Commission (NFC)

Chaudhry pointed
out that KP Chief Minis-
ter Sohail Afridi and his
information minister did
not attend the funeral
prayers of the victims of
the Sept 18 Kohat blast,
but were rather “busy in
their street movement or
other matters”.

He recalled that the
KP CM held a “very
lengthy” press confer-
ence in Dera Ismail Khan
in the wake of
Saturday’s suicide blast,
which claimed 12 lives.

“Why did they not
condemn’ Afghanistan?
Why do you have a soft
attitude on Afghani-
stan? Why do you de-
liberately employ such
ambiguity an
demeanour, and do not
openly condemn or
name the real enemy or
from where these prox-
ies operate?” he asked.

Chaudhry reiter-
ated his criticism of the

recent KP Police Act,
which has been pro-
posed to replace a 2017
version and is aimed at
curtailing the powers of
the provincial inspector
general (IG).

He also responded
to PTI’s allegation that
the party had not been
included in discussions
about war on terrorism,
saying that the party
leadership did not show
up to meetings when in-
vited.

“You come to
Islamabad to demand
NFC funds, but your CM
does not show up for
anti-terrorism meet-
ings,” Chaudhry said.

Meanwhile, Tarar
said PTI had not taken
ownership of the fight

against terrorism, again
terming the party as the
banned Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan’s (TTP)
“Bteam”,

He alleged that PTI
had facilitated terrorists.
in its over 12 years of
governing KP and that
it was not condemnmg
them as it “suits PTI s
ﬁnancml interes

Sohail  Afridi
organised a ceremony
and two Afghans did
not stand up to pay re-
spect to the national an-

em.

The interior official
accused the -le
government of “creating
space” for terrorists.

“If Pakistan is burn-
ing in the fire of terror-
ism, it is because of KP’s
incompetent leader-
ship,” he maintained.

dhry  then

noted that it was the pro-

vincial government’s re-

sponsibility to allocate

inds for counter-terror-
ism in the budget.

“[Then], why did
you not provide the re-
he asked,
adding that the Counter-
Terrorism Department
(CTD) was still not func-

=

If T was there, I
would have dealt with
them right then and
there. I would have
banned them,” Tarar
said.

Such an incident

to the number of casual-
ties.

The interior official
asserted that Pakistan
had the “best systems”
for investigating the
identity of a suspected
terrorist.

“Very few countries
have enough data that in
less than a minute, any
heinous crime or terror-
istincident-related infor-
mation can be accessed
in Nadra and other data-
bases [...] we instantly
find out whether they
are Pakistanis [or not].”

He then recalled
that when authorities
did not find any details
in the database for a re-
cent incident, they used
open-source intelli-
gence and geolocated a
terrorist’s picture to
Kabul’s Pashtunistan
Square.

September wit-
nessed another bout of
conflict between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan,
with the former saying it
struck terrorist sites in
the border region in re-
sponse to a recent spate
of terrorist attacks.

kistan con-
ducted “aerial and drone
strikes™ in another 10 lo-
cations across Afghani-
stan in retaliation for
drones launched from
across the border that
were shot down in KP.

The Foreign Office
(FO) has said a demarche
was also delivered to the
Afghan side on Satur-
day on account of the
Sept 23 airspace viola-
tion by drones.

>\

Pakistan or with Af-
ghanistan. It is as clear
as that,” the information
minister declared.
Afghanistan’s ‘true

took place in September
2024, when PTI’s Ali
Amin Gandapur was
servingas the chief min-
ister,

He emphasised that
Islamabad had em-
ployed “every way” to
convey its concerns to
Kabul, including dia-
logue, dossiers and in-
ternational forums, but
to no avail..

Referring to the re-
cent attack on a rescue
vehicle carrying DI Khan
blast victims, Chaudhry
said that attacking res-
cue teams was not al-
lowed even during war.

“This is their true
face. Is this jihad? Even
an enemy with some
rules does not carry out
such attacks.”

He said such terror-
ist activities were carrie
out in exchange for re-
ceiving funds in dollars,
which were proportional

Tarar went on to
highlight that the KP
government had not en-
sured the registration of
all vehicles yet, as doing
so makes the “surveil-
lance of terrorists
casier”.

He added that po-
tential revenue gener-
ated from car registra-
tion could have been
used for the benefit of
the people of KP.

“You sacrificed the
security of the entire
province for your politi-
cal gains.

“You will now have
to decide if you are with

ce’

At the outset of the
press  conference,
Chaudhry noted that
terrorist “proxies are fi-
nanced by our eastern
border and their hide-
outs are on the western
border™.

Islamabad has re-
peatedly urged the
Taliban administration
in Kabul to dismantle
terrorist sanctuaries on
Afghan soil, particularly
those linked to TTP, that
are used for attacks in
Pakistan. Officials say
those appeals have
gone unheeded.

PML-N claims victory in
Bahawalpur by-poll

NEWS DESK:PML-N
candidate Malik Munir
Igbal Channar was lead-
ing independent candi-
date Wali Dad Cheema in
the A-168
(Bahawalpur-V) by-elec-
tion at most of the 292
polling stations until
late Sunday, according
to unofficial results.

Mr Channar had se-
cured 62,713 votes
against Mr Cheema’s
31,293, suggesting that
the ruling party was set
to retain the National
Assembly seat that fell
vacant following the
death of MNA Malik
Muhammad  Igbal
Channar.

The PML-N had
fielded the deceased
MNA’s son to contest
the by-election.

The polling process
was largely peaceful
across the constituency,
although there were
ports of isolated in
dents of violence, mis-
‘management, confusion
and complaints about
the unavailabilily of
women’s voter lists at
some polling stations.

Aleema pr0v1ded bas1c facﬂltles,
essential items in jail, Punjab
govt tells LHC

Unofficial tally sug-
gests Channar has se-
cured nearly double the
votes of his main rival,
Cheema

In a statement, the
provincial election com-
missioner said balloting
was briefly disrupted at
a polling station in
Akhtarabad, considered
a PML-N stronghold,
following a brawl be-
tween voters after politi-
cal workers allegedly
harassed election staff.
Immediate action was

taken, and the relevant
district returning officer
and returning officer
brought the situation
under control with police
help.Polling remained
slow during the early
hours, with limited voter
participation. Although
polling began on time at
all stations on Sunday
morning, staff remained
idle for several hours as
only a few voters turned
up till noon. However,
voter turnout, including
_among women, _in-

creased after midday.

Rural polling sta-
tions, particularly those
around Jhnagiwali and
‘Abbasnagar, which are
considered strongholds
of the Channar family,
witnessed a large num-
ber of voters.

When asked about
the incident, Mr
Channar alleged that
some people had dis-
rupted polling and were
found stamping ballot
papers in favour of his

It
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NEWS DESK: The
Punjab government on
Monday told the Lahore
High Court (LHC) that
Aleema Khan, a sister of
PTI founder Imran Khan,
had been provided basic
facilities and essential
items in jail.

Aleema was de-
tained on Sep 20 after
the Lahore deputy com-
missioner ordered her
detention or arrest under
the Maintenance of
Public Order (MPO) Or-
dinance.

The detention has
come amid reports of a
crackdown on the PTI
ahead ofits countrywide
protest and march to
Islamabad, which the
party has postponed to
Oct 4. The protest has
been called to demand
Tmran’s release from jail
and mobilise people for
the supremacy of the
Constitution.

Assistant Advo-
cate General Farrukh
Khan Lodhi submitted a
report on behalf of the
Kot Lakhpat jail super-
intendent during the

by Shahraiz Khan, the petitioner’s request
seeking permission to
meet Aleema.

On Sept 26, the LHC
had sought a reply from
the Punjab home secre-
tary on a petition chal-
lenging Aleema’s deten-
tion. The government
had asked the court to
dispose of the petition,
saying the home secre-
tary had fixed Sept 28 for
a hearing to review the
detention order issued
by the Lahore deputy
commis .

The court, however,

home secretary, while
Barrister Taimur Malik
told the judge that
Aleema was facing diffi-
culties in receiving her
medicines and other es-
sentials in jail. The judge
directed the counsel to
file a separate applica-
tion on the matter.
Following Aleema’s
detention, her sisters, Dr
Uzma Khan and Noreen
Niazi, were also detained
for 30 days ahead of the
PTT's Sept 27 protest and
march to Islamabad,
which has been post-

Aleema’s son.
According to the
report, Aleema had been

provided with a
bedsheet, blanket,
shoes, six suits and a
towel. She was also
given face wash, a tooth-
brush, a skincare kit and
ashawl, it added.

In light of the
government’s report,
Justice Abher Gul Khan
disposed of the petition.

The judge also di-
rected the home secre-
tary to decide, in accor-

hearing of a petition filed dance with the law, on issued a notice to the poned to October 4.

CM Afridi wants KP input included
in counterterror policy

NEWS DESK:Khyber He demanded that
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min- the federal government
ister Sohail Afridi on provide APCs to the
Sunday called for better province without further
cooperation between delay and said the
the provincial and fed- people of KP should be
eral governments on se- taken into confidence
curity matters, saying KP police in the previ- before making decisions
the counterterrorism ous financial year for about peace and secu-
policy should reflect maintaining peace and i
ground realities. security.

The chief minister He claimed the
made these_ comments province also made pay-
during his visit to Dera ments to federal agen-
Ismail Khan to visit the  cies for the provision of
wounded, a day after a modern  weapons,
deadly bombing target- equipment and
inga police and customs armoured personnel car-
check-post killed more riers (APCs), but the re-
than 12 people, includ-  quired equipment had
ing rescue officials, in  yet to be delivered.
Darazinda. .

He was received by
his predecessor Ali
Amin Gandapur, and the
two subsequently vis-
ited the hospital where
the injured were being
treated.

Addressing the me-
dia, ChiefMinister Afridi
said his government had
warned about the dete-
riorating security situa-
tion in the province and
added that people, police
personnel and soldiers
were bearing the brunt
of violence.

Afridi visits victims
of Dera Ismail Khan at-
tack alongside prede-
cessor Ali  Amin

Islamabad-Peshawar motorway
reopened to traffic following
‘indefinite’ closure

Traffic travelling
from Islamabad to
Abbottabad via the M-
1 can exit at Burhan In-
terchange,

use the GT Road via
Hasan Abdal and rejoin
the Hazara Expressway
at Jhuri Kas Inter-
change, the spokesper-

adding that his govern-
ment did not accept poli-
cies formulated behind
“closed doors’.

CM Affidi said that
anyone taking up arms
against Pakistan was a
terrorist and expressed
concern over the secu-
rity situation in KP and
Balochistan. He said
families of those killed in
acts of terrorism would
be provided with a mar-
tyr package.

The chief minister
also launched a diatribe
against ‘some elements’
in the federal govern-
ment, accusing them of
polarising the country.

Gandapur; urges Centre

to involve the province
in decision-making, pro-
vide resources

He said his govern:
ment provided an addi:
tional Rs35 billion to the

ty.
“We are picking up
coffins on a daily basis,”
the CM said, calling for
greater cooperation be-
tween the federal and
provincial governments
on security matters.
“Peace cannot be
established without tak-
ing the people of KP into
confidence,” he ;axd

NEWS DESK: The Na-
tional Highways &
Motorway  Police
(NH&MP) on Monday
said the M-1 Motorway
between Islamabad and
Peshawar has been re-
opened to all types of
traffic in both directions.

M-1, sections of M-

the release of its
founder, Imran Khan,
who is currently incar-
cerated in Rawalpindi’s
Adiala jail.

Ahead of the pro-
test, the Punjab govern-
ment imposed a ban on
gatherings across the
province for 13 days and

M-1 was closed to all
traffic in both directions
between the Islamabad
Toll Plaza and Chhachh
Interchange,

while the M-14 was
closed between Hakla
and Kundal. The GT
Road was also closed at
Attock Khurd.

14 (Islamabad-Dera son said. Security arrange- prohibited inciting
Ismail Khan Motorway) The N-5, or GT ments werealso intensi- people to “unlawful as-
and the GT Road (N-5) Road, between  fied in Attock, with con-  sembly”.

were closed totraffic last  Islamabad and tainers and sandbags A similarban under

Section 144 has been
enforced in Islamabad
for two months.

The Punjab govern-
ment alsosent a letter to
the interior ministry re-
questing mobile and

Peshawar has also been
reopened to all traffic,
the spokesperson said.

In a statement is-
sued later, the spokes-
person said M-14 had
been reopened from

week for an indefinite
period amid government
pushback ahead of PTT's
Tong march towards
Islamabad — initially
scheduled for Septem-
ber 27, but later post-

placed at key bridges
and security tightened
at major eniry and exit
points as authorities
prepared for the PTI pro-
test.

However, on Sept
K

poned to October 4. Hakla toKot Belianand 25, hyber internet services at spe-
According to a from Isa Khel to Yarik. Pakhtunkhwa ChiefMin- cific locations in
Motorway Police Meanwhile, restoration ister Sohail Afridi said Rawalpindi and Attock

work on the section be-
tween Kot Belian and
Isa Khel was still under
way, the spokesperson
added.

In its Sept 22 direc-
tives, the motorway po-
lice announced that the

spokesperson, restora-
tion work remained un-
derway on the M-14
motorway between
Hakla and Kundal and
on the loop connecting
the M-1 motorway with
the Hazara Motorway.

PTPs long march to-
wards Islamabad would
now commence from
Peshawar on Oct 4.

The party was set to
hold anationwide protest
and march towards
Islamabad to press for

to be downgraded or
jammed on Sept 27.

The federal govern-
ment also approved the
deployment of Rangers
in [slamabad and several
districts of Punjab from
Sept 20 to Oct 5.




