QUETTA VOICE

First Digital Print Daily of Balochistan

Editor: Asim Khan.

Rs.10.00 Vol VII:N0:326
Email address:dquettavoice@gmail.com
Website: www.quettavoice.com

Tuesday 06, October, 2026

FR()\T P<\GE

KA DOPMAT

AHHETAHY

At Moscow moot, Pakistan says terrorism remains at...

Page Nol

OPINION

Page No 2

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerablhty A Governance Dllemma

Balochistan Fully Prepared for Local
Body Elections; Municipal Services
Initiative 2026 Launched

QASEEM SHAH:

QUETTA - The Government of
Balochistan is fully prepared to
hold the upcoming local body
elections upon the completion of
the current term in February

with no delays or excuses, Chief
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti an-
nounced on Monday.

Speaking at the launch of the
Municipal Services Initiative
2026 at the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA)
headquarters, Chief Minister
Bugti reaffirmed his
government’s commitment to em-
powering local governance and
modemizing municipal infrastruc-
ture across the province.

Modernizing Municipal Ser-
vices Across Balochistan

Under the first phase of the
initiative, municipal committees
across Balochistan are receiving
heavy machinery and sanitation
equipment to overhaul waste
management and drainage sys-
tems. The second phase will ex-
pand these services to union
councils, small towns, and rural
areas.

“Balochistan is currently the
only province in Pakistan with an
active local governance system
in place,” Bugti noted. “Local
government is the closest tier of
administration to the public.

FMDSI

Nawabzada Ameer Hamza Zehri handing over a
Balochls[an Mir Sarfra7 Bugti: Photo DGPR

shield to Chief Minister

it directly elevat

the quality of governance.”
Addressing the reliance on
limited human resources, Bugti
stressed that modern technology
is essential for long-term urban
K i De-

87 Sanitation

signed for narrow streets)
350+ Garbage Containers
500 Heavy-Duty Handcarts
700+ Dedicated Waste Bins

(de-

has i dedicated mobile
applications allowing citizens to
lodge municipal complaints di-
rectly to the Chief Minister’s Sec-
retariat. Bugti warned that local
officers and mu-

, Citizen App,

and  Measures

livered in Phase 1:
15 Sewage Suction Trucks

To ensure performance track-
ing, the provincial government

nicipal staffwould face strict ac-
countability for neglect or poor
service delivery.
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MDCAT 2026 Case Court
Gives Directives

News Desk

Quetta: The Balochistan High
Court on Monday heard a pe-
tition concerning alleged errors
in the answer keys uploaded

The court asked the coun-
sel whether there was any
written evidence available to
establish the alleged errors in
the answer keys.

In response, the counsel
ined that it was not pos-

by Bal University of
Medical and Health Sciences
(BUMHS) for the MDCAT
2026 examination.

During the hearing, the
counsel representing the peti-

tioners submitted that there
were alleged mistakes in the
BUMHS MDCAT answer
keys and that these errors
could affect candidate’s re-
sults.

sible to

properly identify and docu-
ment all the alleged discrepan-
cies until the official MDCAT
question booklet was made
available.

He argued that the ques-
tion booklet was necessary to
compare the questions with the
uploaded answer keys and pre-
pare a written record of the ob-
Jjections.

Zero Tolerance for Cyber
Fraud and Character Assassination:

SYED KALEEM SHAH:

QUETTA — The National
Cyber Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCIA) in Quetta is
enforcing a zero-tolerance
policy against social media fi-
nancial fraud, blackmailing,
and character assassination,
Additional Director Khalid
Baqi announced during an
awareness session at the
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Quetta Balochistan
(CCIQ).
Addressing local business
leaders, Baqi revealed that
most organizcd cybercrime

gangs carrying out financial ¥

scams via mobile calls,
Facebook, and WhatsApp
originate from South Punjab
and the Kacha (riverine) ar-
cas. He noted that none of the
suspects named in the
agency’s 158 registered cases
belong to Balochistan.

Rising Threat to the Busi-
ness Community

During the session, CCIQ
President Ahmad Gul Kakar,
Senior Vice President Mirza

Khan Khilji, and Vice Presi-
dent Jangian Dashti voiced
serious concerns over online
banking, EasyPaisa, and
JazzCash scams that have cost
the local business community
millions of rupees.

“The business community
is facing severe financial
losses due to fake social me-
dia accounts, blackmailing, and
online fraud,” said CCIQ

President Ahmad Gul Kakar.
“Beyond financial damage,
fake news and baseless ac-
cusations on social media are
tarnishing the reputations of
citizens and business owners
alike.”

To combat this trend,
chamber officials proposed
forming a joint task force com-
prising representatives from
the CCIQ, the Federal Inves-

NCCIA Quetta Chief

e
Zero Tolerance for Cyber Fraud and Character Assassma!mn NCCIA.

tigation Agency (FIA), and the
NCCIA to streamline com-
plaint handling and speed up
investigations.

OTP Scams and Telecom
Franchise Crackdown

Bagi agreed to the joint
team proposal and urged citi-
zens to exercise strict caution
regarding personal data secu-
rity, particularly sensitive veri-
fication codes.

At Moscow moot, Paklstan says terrorlsm remains at core of Afghanistan's problems

NEWS DESK:

Pakistan’s Special Representative
for Afghanistan Mohammad
Sadiq on Monday said that ter-
rorism remained at the core of
Afghanistan’s problems, reaf-
firming that Pakistan would con-
tinue to take “all appropriate mea-
sures” for ensuring the safety of
its citizens, in accordance with
international law.

Sadiq made these remarks at the
eighth meeting of Moscow For-
mat Consultations on Afghani-
stan in the Russian capital. The
moot brought together Afghani-
stan and other countries of the
region to discuss the situation in

Afghanistan and issues of re-
gional concern, the Foreign Of-
fice (FO) said in a
statement.Separately, Sadiq
posted a transcript of his address

at the meeting, according to
which he told the moot that the
roots of terrorism cmamung from
Afghanistan were in a “nexus be-
tween the Taliban regime and ter-

rorist groups [...] that operate
with impunity on Afghan
soil”.“The situation is worsened
by external actors and spoilers
who support proxies inside Af-

ghanistan to target Pakistan and
other countries in the region,” he
added Sadiq highlighted that five
years into the Taliban rule in Af-
ghanistan, “Pakistan faces the
most serious security threat.”
ver the last three years
alone, he said, more than 4,700
Pakistanis had been killed due to
terrorism cmanatmg from
Afghanistan.“No country would
tolerate such a situation;” he re-
marked. “Thousands of innocent
Pakistani civilians and security
personnel have been martyred in
the last few years. A resuli of ter-
rorist attacks planned, financed,
supported and carried out from
Afghan soil. The Taliban regime
is complicit in this. No respon-

sible state can remain passive
when its security is repeatedly un-
dermined. and its people are vi-
ciously targeted.”

The spcclal representative
said Pakistan’s counterterrorism
operations were conducted in re-
sponse to the terrorist attacks
being perpetrated from Afghan
soil.

“These operations are pre-
cise, intelligence-based and de-
fensive in nature. Pakistan’s ac-
tions are in exercise of its right to
self-defence, to ensure the safety
and security of its citizens. These
actions are directed solely against
the terrorist outfits based in Af-
ghanistan that pose a threat to the
region and beyond.”
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Editor: Asim Khan
Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma

Pakistan contributes
less than one percent
to global carbon emi
sions, yet it consi:
tently ranks among the
countries most ex-
posed to climate-in-
duced d s.
imbalance is not
merely an environ-
mental concern; it re-
flects governance di-
lemma rooted in a
weak institutional co-
ordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most pres:
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and
water insecurity dem-
onstrate its far-reach-
ing global conse-
quences.

Since these im-
pacts transcend na-
tional borders, climate
change is inherently a
global  challenge.
Along with other d
veloping nations, Paki-
stan remains highly
vulnerable.

In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth
warmest year in the

strategic necessity.

Mitigation re-
ins essential to limit
warming
through  reduced
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Transitioning
from fossil fuels to re-
newable energy
sources such as solar,
wind, and hydropower
is critical.

Equally important
is adaptation. Since
climate impacts are
already unavoidable,
societies must
strengthen resilience.
Investment in climate-
resilient infrastructure,
improved urban plan-
ning, and effective
water management is
vital.

Global coopera-
tion remains the third
pillar of climate re-
sponse. Climate
change transcends
borders and requires
collective responsibil-
ity. Developed nations
must honor climate fi-
nance commitments
and support vulnerable
countries in adaptation
efforts.

For Pakistan, ef-
fective climate gover-
nance is central to re-
silience. Addressing
financing constraints,
strengthening legisla-

last 64 years, with an paclly to respond ef- atmosphere. pre-industrial levels by  thermal ion. Si-  climate variability has bears a disproportion- tion, improving fed-
average temperature fectively.  Conse- Gases such as 1.52°C. This warming multancously, melting further exacerbated ate share of climate- eral-provincial coordi-
0f23.52°Cand rainfall quently, the climate carbon dioxide, meth- has intensified glaciers and ice sheets this challenge. related losses. The nation, and prioritizing
levels 31 percent crisis in Pakistan re- ane, and nitrous oxide heatwaves, prolonged ~contribute to rising sea A report by the Global Climate Risk adaptation over rheto-
above the historical flects not only envi- have thickened the at- droughts, and in- levels. Pakistan Institute of Index ranks Pakistan ric are critical steps.
average. This high- ronmental stress but mospheric blanket, creased wildfire risks. According to En- Development Eco- among the most vul- Climate change
lights the urgency of also persistent gover- largely due to defores- Rising temperatures cyclopedia Britannica, nomics places Paki- nerable countries to presents urgent chal-
collective international nance failures. tation, fossil fuel con- have also disrupted global sea levels have stan among the most climate change. lenges that demand
action. Climate change sumption,andrapidin- weather  systems, risenbyapproximately water-risk-prone na- The 2022 floods immediate action.
For Pakistan, how- refers to long-term dustrialization. leading to irregular 21 to 25 centimeters tions. alone caused an esti- Without decisive re-
ever, climate vulner- shifts in  global One of the most rainfall, intense since 1880, threaten- Water scarcity mated economic loss forms in climate gov-
ability is compounded weather patterns and visible consequences storms, and stronger ing coastal livelihoods places immense pres- of $40 billion and ernance and a strate-
by governance con- temperatures, prima- of climate change is hurricanes. and infrastructure. sure on agriculture, in-  claimed at least 1,700  gic shift toward adap-
straints. Fragmented rily driven by human rising global tempera- Another major Climate change dustry, and house- lives. More recently, tation, Pakistan will
institutional coordina- activities. According tures. consequence is sea- has also intensified holds, undermining monsoon floods in continue to pay an un-
tion, weak policy to United Nations The Copernicus level rise. Oceans ab- water scarcity, a economic stabilityand 2025 resulted in over just price for a crisis it

implementation, and findings, exc Climate Change Ser- sorb nearly 90 percent growing global con- food security. 1,000 deaths. did little to create.

limited emphasis on greenhouse g: vice reported that av- of excess heat caused cern. Pakistan is al- Despite contribut- Given the The author can be
adaptation have re- sions have mlenslﬂed erage global tempera- by greenhouse gas ready a  water- ingminimallytoglobal ties,climate adaptation reached at:
duced the state’s ca- heat retention in the tures in 2024 exceeded emissions, leading to stressed country, and emissions, Pakistan is no longer an aca- dinziaudl9@gmail.com.

Neither Capitalism nor Communism

Azizur Rehman Agha
The Cold War may have
ended, but the ideologi-

=
o

Communism fail be-
cause they represent ex-
tremes — one suffo-

cal clash between Capi cates freedom; the other
talism and Communism breeds inequality. Islam,
continues to shape glo- however, offers a bal-
bal politics, economit anced socio-economic
and international rela- philosophy that harmo-

nizes justice, freedom,
and social welfare.

tions. Even today, global
alliances reflect these

old ideological divi- The Islamic eco-
sions. ic sys S
However,  both a S| bu
Capitalist and Commu- ness freedom, but regu-
nist systems have failed lates them through moral

to manage political and and legal checks. The

socio-economic affairs obligation of Zakat
effectively. One system (charity) redistributes
suppresses personal wealth, preventing con-
freedom; the other deep- centration in the hands

ens inequality. Both ofa few.
carry serious structural Meanwhile, the pro-
flaws that make them un- hibition of Riba (usury)
suitable for modern so- ensures financial fair-
cieties. ness and discourages

This calls fora new, exploitation. Together,
balanced approach these principles foster
one found in the Islamic economic justice, social
socio-economic and po- cohesion, and sustain-
litical philosophy, which able development.
follows a middle path Conclusion
between the two ex- Neither Capitalism
tremes. nor Communism pro-

The Flaws of Com- vides a complete solu-
‘munism tion to humanity’s politi-
Communism lies at cal and economic cha
one extreme of the ideo- lenges. Both contain i

logical spectrum. It sup- herent flaws — one cur-
presses individual free- tails human freedom, the
doms such as speech, other destroys social

pres d trade. equality.

Historical examples The Islamic socio-
from Maoist China dur- economic model, how-
ing the Cultural Revolu- ever, offers the ideal
tion (1966-1976) show middle path — balanc-

how intellectual expres- Economically, pers development and lies Capitalism, which alists while exploiting withrapid industrializa- growing inequality, ing individual rights
sion was crushed — Communism eliminates ~limits prosperity. The se- has enabled just 1% of ~ the workingclass. Under ~tion and profit maximiza- moral decay, and eco- with collective welfare.
books and music not private property and vere restrictions on ba- the world’s population Capitalism, profit takes tion has led to environ- logical harm — make Withits emphasis on jus-
aligned with partyideol- - discourages entrepre- i rights and freedoms - to control more wealth precedence over people - mental desiruction, re-  Capitalism an unfit  tice, equaliy, and moral
ogy were banned, and neurship. Without per- make C un-  than the 6~ workers are overbur- ~source depletion, and cli- - model for an equitable,  responsibility, Islam pre-
private libraries were de- sonal incentive, in sustainable in modern combined. dened, and ethical val- mate cri: sustainable society. sents the most sustai;

stroyed. Similarly, in the ~ viduals lose motivation nation-states. This system inher- ues are often sacrificed It prioritizes wealth The Islamic Socio- able and humane politi-
USSR, any deviation toinnovate and work for The Problems with ently promotes eco- for industrial gains. accumulation over Economic Philosophy: A cal and economic phi-
from party thought was ~ economic growth. As a  Capitalism nomic inequality, em- Furthermore, sustainability. These in- Balanced Approach

losophy for the modern
world.

treated as a crime. result, this system ham- On the other end powering elite industri- Capitalism’s obsession ternal contradictions Both Capitalism and
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Governor Balochistan Chairs Pakistan-Iran Joint Chamber
Meeting, Calls for Expanded Air LlIlkS and Trade

QUETTA: Governor
Balochistan Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has said the
government is commit-
ted to expandingair con-
nectivity from Quetta to
provide traders and in-
dustrialists greater ac-
cess to the economic
markets of Iran and Cen-
tral Asian countries.

He expressed these
views while chairing the
11th meeting of the Paki-
stan-Iran Joint Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-
tryin Quetta.

T Governor
thanked Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif for directing the
immediate launch of
flights from Quetta to
Jeddah, Iran, Turbat and
Gwadar in response to
the province's demands.
He said efforts are also
underway to increase the
number of flights from
Quetta to facilitate busi-
ness and commercial ac-
tivities.

Governor
Mandokhail said the
government is continu-
ously working with the
Federal Minister for
Commerce and the Con-
sul General of Iran to
promote border trade and
strengthen commercial
relations between Paki-
stan and Iran.

He said a Jiri Visa
Courier Service office is
also being established in

ol

Pakielan and Tran.

ernor
Mdndukhdll urged trad-
ers and industrialists to
strengthen mutual coor-
dination and come to-
gether on a common
platform to advance
their collective interests.

e said Pakistan
and Iran have set a tar-
get of increasing bilat-
eral trade to $10 billion,
adding that achieving
this objective would re-
quire improved trade re-
lations, expanded border
trade and better busi-
ness facilities between
the two countries.

The Governor also
highlighted the impor-
tance of strengthening
small industries, saying
that the expansion of the

Quetta to facilitate trad-
ers in obtaining visas
nd improve access to
cross-border business
opportunities.

The Governor said
the present government
and Federal Minister for
Commerce Jam Kamal
Khan are supportive of
the business commu-
nity and assured that
serious and practical
proposals presented by
traders would receive
prompt attention.

He emphasized the
need to  further
strengthen working re-
lations at both the fed-
eral and provincial lev-
els and said facilities
would be provided at
every level to promote
bilateral trade between

sector would increase
local consumption, ex-
pand trade volumes and
create new employment
opportunities, helping
reduce

ment, the Federal Minis-
ter for Commerce and
the Iranian Consul Gen-
eral to promote trade and

Quetta DC Reviews
Explosives Licensing, Safety
and Regulatory Compliance

QUETTA: Deputy
issi Quetta

and renewal of li- examine all cases

activity in
Balochistan, particularly
border trade.

He expressed his
commitment to further
strengthening govern-
ment engagement with
the business and indus-
trial community to help
establish Balochistan as
an effective center for
regional trade and eco-
nomic activity.

The meeting was
attended by Haji Rafig
Gul Bareach, Naveed
Yousaf Rajput, Wali
Muhammad Noorzai,
Taved Paracha,
Sharmccn Younis,

 Attaullah Mengal
and other offi

He described eco-
nomic development as a
process of mutual inter-
dependence, saying that
the growth of smaller
economic sectors con-
tributes to the strength
and expansion of larger
sectors.

According to him,
development in one sec-
tor can support other
sectors, creating a foun-
dation for broader eco-
nomic growth.

jovernor
Mandokhail said he re-
mains in regular contact
with the federal govern-

and members of the
Chamber of Small Indus-
tries.

On the occasion,
the Chamber of Small
Commerce and Indus-
tries presented Gover-
nor Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail with a gold
medal in recognition of
his role and engagement
with the business com-
munity.

The Governor also
appreciated the perfor-
mance of the outgoing
chamber cabinet and
congratulated the newly
clected office-bearers.

Balochistan IGP Directs Police to Ensure Public
Safety and Prevent Crlme

QUETTA: Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
Balochistan Muhammad
Tahir has said that pro-
tecting the lives and
property of citizens and
providing them with a
peaceful and crime-free
environment is the fore-
most responsibility of
the Balochistan Police.

He directed police
officers and personnel to
perform their duties with
full responsibility and
dedication.

The IGP expressed
these views while speak-
ing with police officers
and personnel during his
visit to Qila Saifullah.
DIG Sohail Khalid, SSP

Pishin Captain (Retd)
Naveed Alam and other
senior police officers
were also present.
During the visit, the

situation and law and
order in the region.
The IGP directed
police officers to con-
tinue taking effective
‘measures to protect citi-
zens, maintain law and
order and prevent crimi-

g
DIG Police Zhob briefed
IGP Muhammad Tahir in
detail on the security

nal activities.

Upon his arrival in
Qila Saifullah, a smartl
turned-out police contin-
gent presented a guard
of honour to the IGP.

He also visited the
Martyrs' Memorial,

where he paid tribute to
police personnel who
sacrificed their lives in
the line of duty.

Later, 1GP
Muhammad Tahir vis-
ited Police Station
Bostan, where he in-
spcclcd the facility and
met with police person-
nel. He also reviewed the
overall performance and
functioning of the police
station.

During the visit, ap-
preciation certificates
were distributed among
police personnel who
had demonstrated out-
standing performance in
the discharge of their
duties.

Kech DC Urges Bottled Water Factory Owners to
Support Public Welfare Under CSR

TURBAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Kech Yasar
Iqbal Dashti has urged
owners of bottled water
factories to actively con-
tribute to public welfare
initiatives under Corpo-
rate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) and strengthen
cooperation with the dis-
trict administration.

He made these re-
marks while chairing an
important meeting of
boitled water factory
owners in Turbat. Assis-
tant Commissioner
Turbat, Assistant Com-
missioner Buleda and
owners of bottled water
factories attended the
meeting.

The participants
held detailed discus-
sions on improving pub-
lic facilities in Kech dis-
trict, undertaking welfare
initiatives under CSR,
launching projects in the
public interest and
strengthening coopera-
tion between the private
sector and district admin-
istration.

Speaking at_the
ting, Deputy Com-
missioner Yasar Iqbal
Dashti said the private

met

sector can play an im-
portant and effective
role in promoting social
development and public
welfare. He urged own-
ers of bottled water fac-
tories to extend full co-
operation to the district
administration under
their CSR initiatives and
play an effective role in
projects aimed at ben-
efifing the public.

The Deputy Com-

ssioner specifically
called for suppo

repair and rehabilitation
of ambulances, scholar-
ships for deserving and
talented youth, and
other welfare initiati

He said such initia

tives by the private sec-
tor can provide immedi-
ate relief to deserving
people while also pro-
moting positive and
constructive activities

in society.

Yasar Igbal Dashti
said the district admin-
istration is utilizing all
available resources to
address public iss
and ensure the
sion of basic facilities

He emphasized hat
effective communica-
tion, mutual cooperation
and joint efforts be-
tween the administra-
tion and private sector

can make public service
delivery more efficient
and effective.

At the conclusion
of the meeting, owners
of bottled water facto-
ries expressed their com-
‘mitment to extending full
cooperation to the dis-
trict administration and
playing an active role in
public welfare and com-
munity development ini-
tiatives in Kech.

Teachers Shape the Future of Society, Says Qalat Deputy
Commissioner on International Teachers’ Day

QALAT: Deputy Com-
‘missioner Qalat Engineer
Ayesha Zahri has said
that teachers are the ar-
chitects of society who
lay a strong foundation
for the future of a nation.

She expressed these
views while addressinga
prestigious ceremony
held at the District Coun-
cil Hall Qalat in connec-
tion with International
Teachers’ Day.

Engineer Ayesha
Zahri said a teacher does
not merely impart knowl-
edge from textbooks but
also helps develop stu-
dents’ personalities,
character, thinking and
abilities, preparing them
for practical life.

She said  all
progress achieved in the
world, as well as inno-
vations in science and
technology, has been
made possible through
the fundamental contri-
bution of education and
the hard work of teach-
ers. “Every one of us is
indebted to our teachers

for their guidance and
efforts in our journey to-
ward success,” she said.

The Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized
that respect for teachers
s an important part of
the country’s cultural
and social values. Par-
ents give children life,
while teachers provide

NN

/il d

them with knowledge,
awareness and the skills
needed to live that life
meaningfully.

Therefore, she said,
respecting teachers is
essentially respecting
knowledge and the fu-

demg tribute to
teachers on Interna-

tional Teachers’ Day,
Engineer Ayesha Zahri
said teachers are per-
forming the great re-
sponsibility of building
generations and their
services can never be
appreciated enough.
During the cer-
emony, school students
delivered speeches in
both Urdu and English
highlighting the dignity
and importance of teach-
ers and their role in the
development  and
progress of society.
Students also pre-
sented a variety of
colourful tableaux,
which were warmly ap-
preciated by the partici-

pants.

censes, security ar- thoroughly in accor-
rangementsatrelevant dance with the law,
locations and other le- rules and regulations
gal and ini ) He hasi

Mehrullah  Badini
chaired a meeting of
the D)smcl., pl

issues. Concerned of-
ficers briefed the com-
mittee on various ap-
plications, cases and
relevant records.

The meeting also
reviewed compliance
with prescribed laws
and safety regulations
governing the use,
storage and transpor-

Committee to review
matters related to ex-
plosives, licensing and
safety arrangements
across the distric
The meeting was
attended by the Addi-
tional Deputy Com-
missioner (General)
and officers from the
relevant departments.
Pamclpams re-
viewed various mat-
ters concerning explo-
sives in Quetta district,
including the issuance

that public safety must
remain the top priority
and directed officials
to ensure that all nec-
essary security and
safety measures are
implemented.

The Deputy Com-
missioner further in-
structed officials to en-
sure timely implemen-

of  the
committee's decisions
and complete scrutiny
and verification of all
relevant records.

sioner  Mechrullah
Badini directed the
concerned officers to

Science and Technology Key to
Progress of Nations, Says Gwadar MPA
at World Space Week 2026 Event

to pursue their educa- honour of reciting
tion with dedication
and hard work, learn
modern sciences and

GWADAR: Member
of the Balochistan Pro-
vincial Assembly from
Gwadar, Maulana

verses from the Holy
Quran.
Nagman Baloch,

5 Ocrober

utilize their abilities for
the development and
prosperity of Pakistan
and Gwadar.

The World Space

Hidayat-ur-Rehman
Baloch, has said that
science and technol-
ogy are the fundamen-
tal strengths of devel-
oped nations, urging
young people to ac-
Quire expertise in mod-
ern sciences and tech-
nology and play their
role in the development
of the country and the
region. He made these
remarks while address-
ing participants at the
conclusion of a Space
Walk organized by
Gwadar  Grammar
School along Gwadar
Marine Drive as part of
World Space Week
2026. Maulana
Hidayat-ur-Rehman
said science and tech-
nology provide human-
ity with the means to
explore the mysteries
of the universe that Al-
lah Almighty has placed
beyond human knowl-
edge.
He noted that na-
tions making progress
today are those that
have achieved excel-
lence in education, sci-
ence and technology.
He urged students

Teachers Honoured for Outstanding
Services at International
Teachers’ Day Ceremony in Sherani

SHERANI: The Dis- Dad Khan, Headmas- Kaleemullah Kakar,
trict Education Office ter Habib-ur-Rehman, DEO Saif-ur-Rehman,
Sherani organized a Abdul Wahab Sherani GTA President Bhutto
prestigious ceremony and a large number of Sherani and other
at Government Boys respected teachers speakers said teachers
High School Khan andschool heads from play a fundamental
Alam Sherani to mark across Sherani. role in strengthening
lmemaliona] Teach- During the cer- the intellectual, moral
ers’ Day, with Deputy emony, tribute was and educational foun-
Commissioner paid to teachers for dations of society.
Sherani Kaleemullah their academic, teach- They said a
Kakar attending as the ing and educational teacher does not
chief guest. services, as well as merely transfer
The event was at- their dedication, hard knowledge from text-
tended by District Edu- - work and sincere con-  books but also contrib-
cation Officer Saif-ur- tribution to the devel- utes significantlyto the
Rehman, DDOE opment of students character-building,
Abdul Karim Kharoti, and society. training and future de-
Female District Edu- Teachers who velopment of the
cation Officer Aalia demonstrated out- younger generation.
Kakar, standing performance The speakers em-
Female DDOE in the field of educa- phasized that recogni;
Fouzia, GTA Sherani tion were also pre- ing teachers' services,
President  Bhutto sented with Best honouring their contri-
Sherani, General Sec- Teacher Awards in butions and encourag-
retary Syed Ali Shah recognition of their ing them are essential
Harifal, GTA Constitu- services and achieve- steps toward further

Faiz Nagori, RCD
Council ~ Gwadar's
Majid Abdullah,
Bahram Baloch,
Abdullah  Usman,
Week celebrations in  prominent transporter
Gwadar began with a Nawaz Baloch, Princi-
Space Walk organized pal Majeed
by students and teach- Khudabakhsh and
ers of Gwadar Gram- other notable personali-
mar School. Students ties also attended the
showcased their cre- event.
ativity through space- World Space Week
themed posters, plac- is observed globally
ards and a variety of from October 4 to 10
costumes. every year. In Pakistan,
A large number of various educational,
parents, local residents research and public-
and people from differ- awareness activities are
ent walks of life par- organized by educa-
ticipated in the walk tional and research in-
and encouraged the stu-  stitutions and civil so-
dents. ciety organizations un-
The Space Walk der SUPARCO's Space
concluded at the I Love  Education and Aware-
Gwadar Point, where ness Drive (SEAD).
School Head As part of the cel-
Khudabakhsh Hashim, ebrations, Gwadar
Principal Nasir Rahim  Grammar School is
Sohrabi and students also organizing quizzes,
Mehlab Mola Bakhsh, spelling competitions,
Asma Allah Bakhsh and  debates, essay writing,
Honak Nasir also ad- poster and painting
dressed the gathering. contests, and model-
Faisal Ali per- making competitions.
formed the duties of These activities will
stage secretary, while continue until October
Naseebullah had the

B

tional President ments. improving the quality
Abdullah Sherani, Addressing the of education and
General Secretary ceremony, Deputy strengthening the edu-

Asghar Sherani, clerk Commissioner cation system.
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JI stages rally on third anniversary

of Israeh onslaught on Gaza

NEWS DESK: The
Jamaat-i-Islami (JT) on
Sunday staged a mas-
sive rally in support of
the people of Gaza to
mark the third anniver-
sary of Hamas’s surprise
attack on Israel on Oct
7, 2023 and to condemn
Tel Aviv’s brazen on-
slaught in Gaza that has
resulted in the deaths of
thousands of Palestin-
ians, including children.

The JI's ‘Gaza
March’ was held on one
of Karachi’s key arteries,
Shahrah-i-Quaideen,
where men and women
in large numbers gath-
ered along both tracks of
the road, stretching from
Allah Wala Chowrangi
towards Noorani Kabab.

The highlight of the
event was the participa-
tion of Dr Muhammad
Yousuf Al-Subki, the
erand mufti of Gaza.

Speaking at the
rally, JI Pakistan chief
Hafiz Naecemur Rehman
said Karachi had once
again demonstrated soli-
darity with the people of
Gaza despite the city’s
own economic and so-
cial challenges.

afiz Naeem calls

for greater unity among
Muslim states and con-
tinued support for Pales-
tinians

He also linked the
Palestine campaign with
the party’s domestic agi-
tation against what he

Dy,

called the “petroleum saying such coopera- rejected the US designa-
levy/bhatta tax”andris-  tion should also address  tion of Hamas as a ter-
ing inflation. the protection of Pales- rorist organisation, say-
strongly tinians. ing his party viewed the
criticised Israel’s military “The issue of Pales- group differently. He de-
campaign in Gaza and tine should not be scribed Hamas as a po-
accused the United viewed through sectar- litical and democratic
States and other West- ian or geographical divi- organisation and cred-
ern powwers of backing  sions”, he said. ited it with playing a role
Israel. Referring tothe Oct in ceasefire negotia-
He called on Mus-  7,2023 Hamas attack on  tions.
lim countries to take a Israel, he described it as He accused Israel of
more active role in pro- a turning point that, in violating ceasefire ar-
tecting Palestinians and his view, challenged rangements and said at-
urged greater unity Israel’s military domi- tacks on Palestinians
among Muslim states.  nance. He praised the had continued despite
Mr Rehman urged Palestinian resistance the truce.
the inclusion of more and said the people of He also criticised
Muslim countries, in- Gaza had continued to Muslim governments for
cluding Bangladesh and ~ stand by Hamas during  what he described as i
Qatar, in regional de- the conflict. action over the Gaza cri-
fence arrangements, The JI leader also sis.

ECP 'ready' for LG polls in Punjab
but cites legal and administrative
hurdles in KP Islamabad

NEWS DESK: The Elec-

is:
Kistan (ECP) on Monday
said it was ready to hold
local government (LG)
elections in Punjab but
faces legal and adminis-
trative hurdles in con-
ducting  polls in
Islamabad, Khyber
Pakhlunkhwa. Quetta
and cantonment boards.

he assessment
came at a special meet-
ing chaired by Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) Sikandar Sultan
Raja to review prepara-
tions for LG polls in all
provinces, Islamabad
and cantonments.

According to a
statement by the ECP,
the commission was
briefed on province-wise
progress on the exercise.

On Punjab, the meet-
ing was informed that
the ECP was prepared to
hold LG polls and had
sent a draft election
schedule to the provin-
cial government.

The ECP has
sought lists for appoint-
‘ment of district returning
officers, returning offic-
ers and assistant return-
ing officers to enable ap-
pointments, and also
asked the Punjab gov-
ernment to respond to
the draft schedule at the
carliest.

ECP further said

that the preparations
had been started in
Sindh for timely holding
of local body polls and
instructions had been
issued to its office to
take all necessary step:

Legal issues in capi-
tal, cantts

In Islamabad, de-
limitation had been com-
pleted, but the
Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory Amendment Ordi-
nance 2026 had lapsed,
the meeting was in-
formed.

According to the
statement, a National
Assembly Standing
Committee had ap-
proved legislation in line

with the ordinance and
therefore, the ECP de-
cided to take up the mat-
ter with the federal gov-
ernment for the “imme-
diate completion of leg-
islation”.

If legislation was
not done, the ECP said
it would proceed to hold
elections under the ex-
isting Islamabad Capital
Territory Local Govern-
ment Act 2015.

On the local body
polls in the canton-
ments, the meeting was
briefed that delimitation
in all cantonments had
been completed and the
ECP was ready to hold
polls.

However, under
Section 19-D of the
amended Cantonments
Act, the federal govern-
ment was required to
make a formal request to
the ECP for holding elec-
tions.

“Despite reminders
and a letter from the
chief election commi
sioner to the prime mi
ister, no request had
been received,” the
statement said.

The ECP
decided to write a final
letter to the Ministry of
Defence, failing which it
would take an appropri-
ate decision regarding
holding of elections.”

Imaan and Hadi's arrest: ATC judge
irked over I0's absence, failure to

NEWS DESK:An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) on
Monday expressed
strong displeasure over
the absence of the in-
vestigating officer (10)
and the police’s failure
to produce the case
record during the hear-
ing of bail petitions filed
by lawyers Imaan
Zainab Mazari-Hazir and
her husband Hadi Ali
Chattha in a protest-re-
lated case.

ATC Judge Abul
Hasnat Muhammad
Zulqarnain summoned

e deputy superinten-
dent of police (DSP) and
the Judicial Complex’s
security head after being
informed that the 10 was
out of town.

At the outset of the
hearing, the judge re-
peatedly questioned
DSP Legal Nacem
Yousufabout the where-
abouts of the IO and the
case record, directing
him to provide docu-
mentary evidence in-
stead of making verbal
assertions.

The DSP initially in-
formed the court that, to
the best of his knowl-
edge, the 10 was out of
town. The judge ex-
pressed displeasure,
saying he did not appre-
ciate mere verbal state-
ments.

The court subse-
quently directed the po-
lice officer to produce
evidence regarding the

present case record

10’s whereabouts. “You ought to be mechanism, observing
The DSP later told ashamed; you people  that the same old system
the court that the IO was  have turned this into a dating back to 1898 and
in Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) - display of high-handed- 1860 was still i place.
and produced a printout ness,” the judge re- During the hearing,
ofa WhatsApp message  marked, questioning the ~ defence counsel Riasat
in support of his claim. mannerin which the in-  Ali Azad argued that,
The judge refused toac-  vestigation was being except for the terrorism
cept the printout and or-  handled. provision, all other sec-
dered the police official At one point, the tions incorporated in the
to produce the original court ordered handcuffs first information report
document. to be brought into the (FIR) were bailable.
DSP Yousuf then courtroom and sum- He said the court
said the 10’s mobile moned the security had alreadyrejected the

phone was switched off head. The judge also di- request for Imaan and
and that it could take 10 rected the security offi- Hadi’s physical remand
to 15 days to establish cial nottoallow the DSP and that there was no
contact with him. to leave the court pre- justification for delaying

The judge warned mises without permis- the bail proceedings
that if the required sion and indicated that merely because the
record was not pro- he could be arrested if was unavailable.
duced, he could send he failed to provide ac- “If the court re-
both the DSP and the curate information. quires detailed argu-
superintendent of police The judge criticised ments, I am ready to
(SP) to jail for six the absence of an effec- present them,” Azad
months. tive judicial enforcement  said.

UN chief's visit this week to highlight Pakistan's
efforts towards multilateralism: FO

NEWS DESK:United
Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres is
set to visit Pakistan from
Oct 6 to 8, the Foreign
Office (FO) said, noting
that his engagements
here would highlight
Islamabad’s efforts to-
wards strengthening
multilateralism.

The visit comes as
Guterres’ 10-year tenure
as the UN chief is set to
end onDec 31.

Guterres is set to
meet President Asif Ali
Zardari, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Deputy
PM and Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar, as well as
Chief of Defence Forces
and Chief of the Army
Staff Field Marshal Asim
Munir, FO said on Mon-

ay.

The statement
added that the UN chief
would visit the head-
quarters of the UN Mili-
tary Observer Group in
India and Pakistan
(UNMOGIP) and attend
abriefing at the National
Disaster M

headquarters. longstanding coopera- ing commitment to the
FO noted that dur- tion with the UN, and to  purposes and principles

ing Guterres’s visit, exchange views on re- ofthe UN Charter”.
Pakistan’s “efforts to- gional and international On Friday, DPM Dar
wards strengthening developments. had hinted at Guterres’s
multilateralism and inter- Inits statement, FO  visit, saying that the Pa-
national peace and secu- tani delegation had
rity, as well as its strides i i met him at the UN Gen-
towards disaster pre- tion to international eral Assembly (UNGA)
paredness and early peace and development session, held in New
warning, will be high- while serving as the UN  York in September. Dar
lighted”. head.FO also high- said that he had ex-
It stated that the lighted “Pakistan’s un- tended an invitation to
visit will offer an impor-  wavering support for Guterres to visit Paki-
to reit- i ismwith UN  stan, which the UN chief

Authority (NDMA)

tan
erate Pakistan’s at its core, and its abid- had accepted.

Remaining 3 Pakistanis rescued from
hijacked vessel in Somalia expected to
fly home on Wednesday

NEWS DESK:Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
said on Monday that the
three remaining Paki-
stani crew members of
MT Honour 25, an oil
tanker that was hijacked
off the coast of Somalia
in April, are expected to
be flown back to Paki-
stan on Wednesday.
The maritime police
force of Somalia’s semi-
autonomous Puntland
said last week that it had
recovered the MT
Honour 25, a Palau-
flagged oil tanker with 19
crew members on board,
including 10 Pakistanis,
which had been hljacked
by Somali pirates in
ril.

The Foreign Office
subsequently confirmed
that three Pakistanis had
died and several others
were injured during the
operation, later identify-
ing the deceased as
Rafiullah Khan, Syed
Kashif Umer and
Mahmood Ahmed
Ansari. Four Pakistanis
injured in the operation
had arrived in Karachi
on Sunday, with the re-
mains of those killed.

In a post on the so-
cial media platform X, Dar
said three crew members,
Imran Ali, Muhammad
Yasin and Syed Husain
Yousuf, have been “suc-
cessfully rescued” and

flown to Addis Ababa
— the capital of Ethio-
pia — accompanied by
ateam from the Pakistan
embassy in Djibouti.
“The three crew
members will be re-
ceived in Addis Ababa
and depart for Pakistan
on the first available
Ethiopian Airlines flight
to Karachi,” Dar said,
adding that this flight
would be expected on
Oct 7 (Wednesday).

He expressed his

gratitude to the govern-
ment of Somalia and the
European Union Naval
Force  Operation
Atalanta for their assis-
tance and cooperation
in securing the crew’s
release.

“Pakistan remains

firmly committed to
strengthening bilateral
and multilateral coop-
eration to combat mari-
time piracy and safe-
guard the security and
freedom of international
maritime routes,” he
added.

Apart from Paki-
stanis, the vessel’s crew
also included seven In-
donesians, an Indian and
a Sri Lankan. After the
hijacking, months
passed with no progress

either in negotiations or
the payment of the ran-
som, said to be around
$3 million, for the recov-
ery of the hostages.
The hostages were
said to be victims of an
“ownership crisis”, as it
was not clearly estab-

lished who owned the
ship — the man previ-
ously thought to be an
owner was later revealed
to be more likely a
middleman who hired
them.

Since its hijacking,
the crew had made sev-
eral emotional videos
and audio appeals, re-
porting that they had run
out of clean water, food
and medicine. Mean-
while, their families
launched an interna-

tional appeal, calling on
foreign governments,
the United Nations (UN)
and the International
Maritime Organisation
(IMO) to take coor
nated action to help s
cure the release of their
loved ones.

PTIlong march: After Karak address,

KP CM'

NEWS DESK:Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi on
Monday resumed PTI’s
march as he addressed
supporters in Karak,
from where his convoy
will depart for Kohat.
The opposition has
gone ahead with its
‘march despite warnings
om the Centre, which
has vowed to prevent
any gatherings in
Islamabad. The protest
aims to demand the re-
lease of jailed party
founder and former
prime minister Imran
Kh

an.

PTI decided to em-
bark on the march after
weekend talks with the
ederal government to
bridge their differences
failed for multiple rea-
sons, particularly over
the counterterrorism
policy.

As per an update
by PTI after 6pm on
Monday, the Afridi-led
march was advancing
from Karak towards
Kohat.

Addressing party

supporters at Karak’s

Jail Chowk in the after-
noon, the chicf minister
again railed against the
g e

counterterrorism policy
and criticised past mili-
tary operations and
drone attacks.

Afridi also referred
to Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi’s remarks
from a day earlier,
wherein the latter called
him “immature™.

He went on to recall

Punjab CM Maryam
Nawaz’s remarks on the

terrorism threat to_her
province, adding: “Sup-
pose,

I'say that [my prov-
ince] does not have a
threat from India, but
from the other three prov-
inces. will you consider
‘me mature?”

The KP CM said, “If
you deem it immature to
speak about one’s prov-
ince and people, then I
have shown this imma-
turity yesterday, still do
and will keep doing so.”

Afridi contended

convoy departs for Kohat

that “wrong policies
drafted behind closed
doors were impactingall
institutions”
Expressing his pa-
triotism for Pakistan, the
PTI leader said, “We
also chant Pakistan
zindabad, we stand up
for the national anthem
aswell.”
But he added that
future generations might
not do so as there were
attempts to “divide Pa-
kistan and spread ha-
tred”.




