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Achakzai Questions KP Governor’s Rule, Compares Security Situation With Balochistan
Haseeb Khan:

National Assembly Opposition
Leader Mehmood Khan Achakzai
has questioned the federal
government’s decision to impose
governor ’s rule in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), arguing that
Balochistan faces serious secu-
rity challenges but has not been
subjected to similar measures.

Speaking to reporters out-
side Parliament House on Mon-
day, Achakzai alleged that the fed-
eral government was treating the
two provinces differently for po-
litical reasons. He claimed that the
state’s writ was absent in large
parts of Balochistan and ques-
tioned why the provincial gov-

CM Balochistan Sarfraz Bugti

Quetta Police Checkpoint Attack One Constable Martyred

Pakistan Army Training
Aircraft Crashes in Quetta,

Two Pilots Martyred

Quetta Police Checkpoint Attack One Constable
Martyred, Four Injured on Joint Road

By Our Correspondent:

A police constable was martyred
and four people, including two
police personnel and two pass-
ersby, were seriously injured
when armed suspects opened fire
at a police checkpoint on Joint
Road in Quetta, police said.

The shooting took place
within the jurisdiction of Satellite
Town Police Station when police
personnel signalled a suspicious
vehicle to stop during routine
checking. Instead of stopping, the
occupants allegedly opened fire
on the police party and fled the
scene.

Police Constable Nauman
was killed in the attack, while Con-
stables Junaid and Khalid sus-
tained serious injuries. Two pass-
ersby, identified as Ata
Muhammad and Haris, were also
wounded in the firing.

Police and rescue teams
reached the scene shortly after
the incident and shifted the de-
ceased constable and all four in-
jured people to Civil Hospital
Quetta and the Trauma Centre for
medical treatment.

According to the police
spokesperson, Constable Khalid
is in critical condition and is re-
ceiving treatment in the operation
theatre.

Following the attack, a
heavy contingent of police cor-

News Desk:

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has supported the
federal government’s decision to
deploy the Pakistan Army in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), say-
ing the move was constitution-
ally justified and stressing that
the security situation in KP and
Balochistan could not be com-
pared.

Addressing the Balochistan
Assembly on Monday, Bugti said
the Constitution provided the
necessary provisions to deal with
such situations and maintained
that the federal government had
acted within its constitutional
mandate.

He criticised the role of the
provincial government in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in combating terror-
ism, alleging that its approach dif-
fered significantly from that of the
Balochistan government.

“Pakistan must understand
that the situation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, as
well as the roles of their provin-
cial governments, cannot be com-
pared,” Bugti said.

The chief minister alleged
that funds allocated for security
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had been
used to establish a social media
team. He said security forces re-

doned off the area and estab-
lished security blockades to track
down the suspects.In a statement
issued through Quetta Deputy
Inspector General of Police
spokesperson Shahbaz Iqbal,

party has rejected the federal in-
tervention and demanded the res-
toration of the elected provincial
government.Achakzai also de-
fended suspended KP Chief Min-
ister Sohail Afridi’s demand for
access to imprisoned former prime
minister and PTI founder Imran
Khan, including access to medi-
cal treatment.PTI Central Informa-
tion Secretary Sheikh Waqas
Akram accused the ruling coali-
tion of undermining provincial au-
tonomy and democratic represen-
tation. Referring to past instances
of governor’s rule in Balochistan,
Punjab and the former North-West
Frontier Province, he questioned
the democratic credentials of the
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
and the Pakistan Peoples Party.

News Desk:

QUETTA: A Pakistan Army Avia-
tion Mushshak training aircraft
crashed near Nawan Killi in
Quetta on Monday due to a tech-

nical fault, killing both pilots on
board, according to the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR).

In a statement issued on Oc-
tober 12, the military’s media wing
said the aircraft crashed around
midday during a training flight.
The two personnel who embraced
martyrdom were identified as
Major Husnain Shehzad
Humayun, an instructor pilot, and
Captain Abdul Samad, a student
pilot.The tragic incident occurred
near Nawan Killi, a locality in

Quetta, the provincial capital of
Balochistan. Initial information
provided by ISPR attributed the
crash to a technical fault.

According to local reports,
the aircraft had taken off from
Quetta Cantonment airbase be-

fore developing a technical prob-
lem during the flight. Security
personnel subsequently reached
the crash site and cordoned off
the area.

The incident has resulted in
the loss of two Pakistan Army
aviation personnel who were en-
gaged in flight training. Major
Husnain Shehzad Humayun was
serving as an instructor pilot,
while Captain Abdul Samad was
undergoing training as a student
pilot.

quired government support, ef-
fective legislation and a clear po-
litical narrative to counter terror-
ism.

Bugti said the Balochistan
government considered the fight
against terrorism its responsibil-

ity and worked alongside secu-
rity institutions, adding that po-
litical commitment was essential
to defeating terrorist groups.

He also criticised what he de-
scribed as a soft approach to-
wards terrorism by the party gov-

erning Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Re-
ferring to attacks against politi-
cal leaders and workers across
Pakistan,

he said political parties had
suffered significant losses in the
fight against terrorism.

police said the attackers had es-
caped and that search operations
and raids were being carried out
at different locations to arrest
those involved.

No arrests had been reported

in the initial account of the
incident.The attack highlights
continuing security concerns for
police personnel and civilians in
Quetta, the provincial capital of
Balochistan.

ernment there had not faced com-
parable intervention.

The federal government im-
posed governor’s rule and ap-
proved emergency measures in 12
districts of KP on October 11, cit-
ing what it described as the pro-
vincial government’s lack of co-
operation in counterterrorism ef-
forts.

Senate Opposition Leader
Raja Nasir Abbas also questioned
the decision, saying that if dete-
riorating law and order justified
emergency measures, the gov-
ernment should explain why simi-
lar action had not been taken in
Balochistan.

Both provinces have faced
terrorist attacks. According to
data compiled by the Pakistan In-

stitute for Conflict and Security
Studies (PICSS), Pakistan re-
corded 199 terrorist attacks in

August, including 54 in KP, ex-
cluding the former tribal districts,
and 89 in Balochistan.

Achakzai described the fed-
eral government’s move as an
attack on constitutional democ-
racy and called on political par-
ties to launch a peaceful cam-
paign against it. He said opposi-
tion parties would be encouraged
to begin coordinated protests
from Tuesday.Meanwhile, Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Barrister Gohar Ali Khan an-
nounced that the party would
challenge the imposition of
governor’s rule in the Peshawar
High Court on October 13. He said
PTI would also discuss its par-
liamentary protest strategy.

The political dispute follows
escalating tensions between the
federal government and the PTI-
led administration in KP. The
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Social Media and Youth Mental Health: The Growing Need
for Real Connections in Balochistan

By Ali Hamza Khan:
Social media has become
a central part of modern
life, particularly for
young people.  From
checking notifications
after waking up to scroll-
ing through TikTok,
Instagram, Facebook
and Snapchat before
going to sleep, digital
platforms increasingly
shape how young
people communicate,
study, form relation-
ships and perceive them-
selves.

Although social
media offers opportuni-
ties for learning, net-
working and entertain-
ment, its excessive use
can also raise concerns
about mental health,
loneliness, anxiety and
declining self-esteem.
Behind the attractive
photographs, trending
videos and carefully ed-
ited lifestyles lies an im-
portant question: are
young people becoming
more connected digitally
while growing more iso-
lated in their real lives?

For the youth of
Balochistan, this ques-
tion deserves particular
attention as digital plat-
forms become an in-
creasingly important
source of communica-
tion, entertainment and
social acceptance.

Social Media and
Youth Mental Health:
The Loneliness Paradox

Social media prom-
ised to bring people
closer together by re-
moving geographical
barriers. Today, a stu-
dent in Quetta can com-
municate instantly with
someone in Canada, ex-
change ideas and de-
velop friendships across
cultures. These plat-
forms have made infor-
mation and communica-
tion more accessible
than ever before.

However,  online
connectivity does not al-
ways provide the emo-
tional support that
people need.

Young people may
have hundreds or thou-
sands of followers but
still struggle to find
someone who will listen
when they experience
academic failure, family
difficulties, heartbreak or
emotional distress. An
online audience does
not necessarily trans-
late into a dependable
support network.

Face-to-face com-
munication offers forms
of connection that digi-
tal interaction may not

fully reproduce, includ-
ing body language, per-
sonal presence, empa-
thy and the reassurance
of being genuinely
heard.

This does not mean
online friendships are
meaningless. Rather, it
highlights the impor-
tance of balancing digi-
tal relationships with
meaningful interaction
in everyday life.

Social Media Com-
parison and Low Self-
Esteem

One of the major
concerns surrounding
social media and youth
mental health is the pres-
sure to compare per-
sonal lives with the care-
fully selected experi-
ences of others.

Instagram feeds
and short-form videos
often showcase expen-
sive clothes, successful
careers, university
achievements, holidays
in Ziarat and apparently
perfect lifestyles. The fi-
nancial difficulties, dis-
appointments and per-
sonal struggles behind
these images are much
less visible.

When young
people in Balochistan
compare their everyday
circumstances with
these idealised portray-
als, they may begin to
feel unsuccessful, unat-
tractive or left behind.

This comparison
can contribute to low
self-esteem and the fear
of missing out, com-
monly known as FOMO.
Young users may feel
that other people are en-
joying better l ives,
achieving greater suc-
cess and building stron-
ger relationships.

The pressure to ap-
pear attractive, wealthy,
popular or constantly
happy can make social
media emotionally ex-
hausting. Some users
begin to judge their
worth by the number of
likes, comments and
shares their posts re-
ceive. A post that at-
tracts little attention
may lead to disappoint-
ment, embarrassment or
self-doubt.

When external ap-
proval becomes the
main measure of per-
sonal value, confidence
can become dependent
on the reactions of
strangers rather than in-
dividual abilities, char-
acter and achievements.

Young people need
to understand that so-
cial media displays se-

lected moments, not the
complete reality of
someone’s life.

Social Media Addic-
tion, Sleep and Concen-
tration

Excessive social
media use can become a
difficult habit to control.
Features such as end-
less scroll ing,
personalised recommen-
dations, frequent notifi-
cations and unpredict-
able feedback encourage
users to return to their
screens repeatedly.

Likes, comments
and other forms of digi-
tal recognition can acti-
vate the brain’s reward
system, reinforcing the
desire to check notifica-
tions and seek further
engagement. For some
users, this pattern can
interfere with everyday
responsibilities.

Students are par-
t icularly vulnerable
when social media begins
to affect their sleep, aca-
demic concentration and
family relationships.

Using a phone late
at night can delay bed-
time and disrupt healthy
sleep routines. Frequent
interruptions from noti-
fications can make it
harder to concentrate on
lectures, assignments
and examination prepa-
ration.

A student who re-
peatedly switches be-
tween studying and so-
cial media may struggle
to maintain focus, while
excessive screen time
can reduce opportuni-
ties for physical activity
and in-person interac-

tion.
The impact extends

beyond academic per-
formance. Families may
spend time together in
the same room while re-
maining absorbed in
separate digital conver-
sations. As a result, op-
portunities for meaning-
ful discussion and emo-
tional support can dimin-
ish.

Healthy digital hab-
its are therefore essen-
tial to maintaining a bal-
ance between technol-
ogy,  education, rest and
personal relationships.

Why Young People
in Balochistan Seek Be-
longing Online

At the heart of so-
cial media use lies a ba-
sic human need: belong-
ing.

Every young per-
son wants to feel ac-
cepted, respected and
valued. Young people
also need opportunities
to express themselves,
explore their interests
and develop a sense of
identity.

In many communi-
ties across Balochistan,
opportunities for
organised recreational
activities, youth clubs,
cultural programmes and
accessible mental health
services may be limited.
Some young people also
find it difficult to discuss
emotional challenges
openly with parents,
teachers or other adults.

When meaningful
support is difficult to
find at home, in univer-
sities or within local
communities, online plat-

forms can become an al-
ternative source of com-
panionship and accep-
tance.

Digital communities
can offer genuine ben-
efits. They allow young
people to share creative
work, learn new skills,
discuss common inter-
ests and connect with
others who understand
their experiences.

However, not every
online community pro-
motes healthy relation-
ships. Some expose
young users to
cyberbullying, hateful
content,  unrealistic
beauty standards and
harmful social pres-
sures.

Addressing this
challenge requires more
than asking young
people to spend less
time on their phones. It
also requires creating
supportive environ-
ments where they can
find friendship, recogni-
tion and purpose in real
life.

How to Improve
Digital  Well-Being
Among Young People

Reducing the harm-
ful effects of social me-
dia does not require
abandoning technology
altogether. Digital plat-
forms can support edu-
cation, professional de-
velopment, social aware-
ness and creative expres-
sion when used respon-
sibly.

The priority should
be to promote digital
well-being and help
young people develop
healthier relationships

with technology.
What Young People

Can DoYoung users can
begin by setting realis-
tic screen-time limits,
switching off unneces-
sary notifications and
avoiding excessive
phone use before bed-
time. They should also
review the accounts they
follow and prioritise con-
tent that supports learn-
ing, creativity and per-
sonal growth.

Taking regular
breaks from social media
can provide more time
for studying, exercise,
reading and spending
time with friends and
family.

Joining a sports
team, participating in a
literary society, learning
a practical skill or meet-
ing friends without con-
stantly checking a
phone can help
strengthen real-world re-
lationships.

Young people
should also remember
that their personal worth
cannot be accurately
measured through fol-
lowers, likes or online
popularity.

The Role of Parents
and Teachers

Parents and teach-
ers have an important
role in protecting youth
mental health. However,
criticism, punishment
and comparisons with
other children may dis-
courage young people
from discussing their dif-
ficulties.

Instead,  adults
should encourage open
conversations, l isten

without immediately
passing judgement and
take emotional distress
seriously.

Changes in
behaviour, persistent
withdrawal or signs of
anxiety should prompt a
supportive conversa-
tion rather than auto-
matic criticism. Where
emotional difficulties
persist,  professional
mental health support
may be appropriate.

Schools and col-
leges should also help
students understand re-
sponsible social media
use,  online privacy,
cyberbullying and the
importance of seeking
help when they feel
overwhelmed.

Creating an envi-
ronment in which young
people can talk openly
about loneliness and
emotional distress is an
important step towards
reducing stigma around
mental health.

What Universities
in Balochistan Should
Do.Universities, includ-
ing the University of
Balochistan, can play a
constructive role in pro-
moting student mental
health and digital aware-
ness.

Educational institu-
tions should work to-
wards providing acces-
sible and confidential
counselling services,
organising regular
awareness sessions on
digital well-being and
offering guidance on
managing online pres-
sure.

Universities can
also strengthen campus
life by expanding oppor-
tunities for sports, de-
bates, literary activities,
cultural events, student
societies and commu-
nity service.

These activit ies
can help students de-
velop friendships, dis-
cover their interests and
feel connected to a wider
community.

For students who
struggle with isolation,
a supportive campus en-
vironment can provide
opportunities to build
confidence and relation-
ships beyond the digi-
tal world.

The Responsibility
of Society and
Policymakers

Promoting youth
mental health is not
solely the responsibility
of individuals and their
families. Educational in-
stitutions, community
organisations, technol-

ogy companies and
policymakers also have
a role to play.

Digital platforms
should take concerns
such as cyberbullying,
harmful content and ex-
cessive engagement se-
riously. Communities
and public institutions
should also invest in
recreational facilities,
youth development
programmes and acces-
sible mental health
support.In Balochistan,
where young people
represent an important
source of future social
and economic progress,
investing in their well-
being is an investment in
the province itself.

Conclusion: Real
Relationships Matter
More Than Online Likes

The youth of
Balochistan possess tal-
ent, creativity and the
ability to contribute
meaningfully to society.
Their value does not de-
pend on their appear-
ance in filtered photo-
graphs, the number of
followers they attract or
the popularity of their
online posts.

Social media can be
a useful tool,  but i t
should not become the
principal measure of
happiness, success or
self-worth.

Young people need
genuine friendships,
emotional support, op-
portunities to develop
their abilities and envi-
ronments in which they
can express themselves
without fear of rejection.
These needs cannot al-
ways be fulfilled through
a screen.

Families, universi-
ties and communities
must work together to
ensure that digital con-
nectivity complements
rather than replaces hu-
man relationships.

The real measure of
connection is not how
many people follow us
online, but whether we
have someone who lis-
tens when we are strug-
gling, supports us dur-
ing difficult moments
and accepts us for who
we are.

Young people
should be encouraged
to use technology
wisely, protect their
mental health and build
meaningful relationships
in their everyday lives.

The goal is not to
disconnect from the digi-
tal world, but to recon-
nect with ourselves and
the people around us.

Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm Destroys 7M Fruit
Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

Atta Kakar:
A devastating hail-
storm accompanied
by powerful winds
has caused wide-
spread destruction
across Qila Saifullah
district in Balochistan,
damaging more than 7
million fruit trees and
affecting nearly
18,000 farmers and
landowners.
      The storm struck
on April 18, severely
impacting one of the
province’s most im-
portant horticultural
regions and leaving
thousands of rural
families facing major
economic uncertainty.

The disaster
caused extensive
damage to orchards,
agricultural land, and
seasonal crops, par-
ticularly apple,

apricot, and grape
farms that form the
backbone of the local
economy.

Farmers say

years of hard work
and investment were
wiped out within min-
utes as hail and strong
winds tore through vil-
lages and farming ar-
eas across the district.

Local growers
have described the
situation as cata-
strophic, warning that
many families may
struggle to survive fi-
nancially without im-
mediate government
assistance.

Agriculture re-
mains the primary
source of income for
a large portion of Qila
Saifullah’s

 population, and
the destruction of fruit
orchards is expected
to have long-term
economic conse-
quences for the re-
gion.

Residents and
farming communities
have expressed frus-
tration over delays in
relief and compensa-

tion efforts.
 Many affected

farmers claim that of-
ficial assessment and
rehabilitation mea-
sures have been slow
despite the scale of

destruction.
Calls are growing

for the provincial and
federal governments
to announce emer-
gency compensation
packages, interest-

free agricultural loans,
and recovery support
for affected communi-
ties.

Farmers and local
representatives are
also demanding resto-

ration of damaged ir-
rigation systems and
the introduction of crop
insurance mechanisms
to help rural commu-
nities recover from cli-
mate-related disas-

ters.
They argue that

without urgent inter-
vention, the crisis
could deepen poverty
and unemployment
across the district.

The Qila Saifullah
hailstorm has once
again highlighted the
vulnerability of
Balochistan’s agricul-
ture sector to extreme
weather events. Ex-
perts warn that cli-
mate-related disas-
ters, including hail-
storms, droughts, and
flash floods, are be-
coming increasingly
frequent in the prov-
ince, placing additional
pressure on farmers
already struggling with
limited infrastructure
and rising production
costs.

Analysts say
stronger disaster man-
agement systems, cli-
mate-resilient agricul-
tural policies,

and faster emer-
gency response
mechanisms are es-
sential to protect rural
livelihoods and ensure
long-term stability in
Balochistan’s farming
sector.
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Balochistan Economic and Investment Forum to
Be Held in Lahore on October 21

120 Candidates Appear in BS Nursing
Admission Test at BIITMS Loralai

Balochistan Culture Directorate and NAPA Sign MoU to
Promote Performing Arts and Cultural Heritage

Rise Balochistan Programme Distributes
Financial Grants and Vocational

Kits to 150 Beneficiaries in Gwadar

Balochistan Governor Welcomes Establishment of Ladies
Club, Pledges Support for Women’s Employment

LORALAI: A total of
120 male and female can-
didates appeared in the
Nursing Colleges Ad-
mission Test (NCAT) for
admission to the Bach-
elor of Science (BS)
Nursing programme at
the Balochistan Insti-
tute of Information Tech-

nology and Manage-
ment Sciences
(BIITMS), Loralai.

The test was con-
ducted in a peaceful,
well-organized and
transparent environ-
ment, with all examina-
tion arrangements super-
vised by BIITMS Loralai
staff.

The institute en-
sured effective arrange-
ments for seating, atten-
dance, supervision and
other essential require-
ments in the examination
hall, with particular em-

phasis on discipline and
transparency through-
out the process.

District Health Of-
ficer (DHO) Loralai Dr.
Faheem Utmankhel and
the Principal of Nursing
College Loralai visited
the examination hall and
reviewed the arrange-

ments in detail.
They expressed sat-

isfaction with the exami-
nation process, facilities
provided to candidates
and overall administra-
tive management.

The DHO and the
nursing college princi-
pal appreciated the
BIITMS principal and
staff for their efficient
management, coopera-
tion and responsible
conduct during the test.

They said well-or-
ganized and transparent
admission examinations

Sohbatpur Reviews
Development Projects, Public
Welfare and Law and Order

GWADAR: The Rise
Balochistan Programme
has distributed income-
generating grants worth
Rs150,000 each among
150 deserving individu-
als in Gwadar, alongside
certificates and voca-

tional kits for 40 young
women who completed
beautician and baking
courses.

Addressing the dis-
tribution ceremony,
Deputy Commissioner
Gwadar Naqeebullah
Kakar said initiatives
were being undertaken
under the vision of
Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Sarfraz Bugti to
promote the economic
empowerment of women
and young people.

Under the
programme, 150 benefi-
ciaries received financial
assistance of Rs150,000
each to support income-
generating activities and
small businesses.

Certificates and
professional kits were
also distributed among
40 young women who
successfully completed
vocational training.

Of these, 27 com-
pleted beautician

courses at the IRM In-
stitute in Islamabad,
while 13 completed bak-
ing courses at  the
Gautam Insti tute in
Karachi.

Kakar said the
programme aimed to

support the economic
recovery of deserving
families, provide techni-
cal and vocational train-
ing to young people,
and create employment
opportunities for
women.He explained
that the Rise Balochistan
Programme had allo-
cated Rs16.79 billion for
six districts over a three-
year period to support
economic empowerment
and local development.

The Balochistan
Rural Support
Programme is helping
identify deserving
households and connect
them with income-gener-
ating activities.

Under the initiative,
eligible individuals can
receive non-repayable
grants of up to
Rs150,000 for small busi-
nesses, while larger
projects may qualify for
financial  assistance
subject to prescribed

conditions.
The deputy com-

missioner said the com-
bination of vocational
skills and financial sup-
port was helping benefi-
ciaries move towards
self-reliance and improve

their families’ economic
circumstances.

He added that the
Rise Balochistan
Programme was playing
an important role in
strengthening the eco-
nomic independence of
women and young
people while contribut-
ing to the growth of lo-
cal economies.

Speakers Syed
Tahir and Tariq also ad-
dressed the ceremony,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of improving the
economic conditions of
deserving families and
expanding access to vo-
cational skills and self-
employment opportuni-
ties.

The programme
continues to support
initiatives aimed at en-
abling disadvantaged
individuals to establish
their own sources of in-
come and achieve
greater financial stability.

Q U E T T A :
Balochistan Governor
Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has wel-
comed the establish-
ment of Ladies Club
Balochistan, describ-
ing it as a positive ini-
tiative to promote
women’s economic
and social participation,
enhance awareness of
their rights and re-
sponsibilities, and cre-
ate new employment
opportunities.

He assured the
club of his full coop-
eration in making it an
active and effective
platform for women’s
welfare, skills develop-
ment and economic
empowerment.

The governor ex-
pressed these views
during a meeting with
a delegation of women
led by Sitara
Muhammad Hasni at
Governor House,
Quetta.

The delegation in-
cluded former MPA
Zeenat Shahwani,
Rubina Ibrahim Zehri,
Mahwish Rind,
Anzala Baloch and
Ayesha Zia
Qalandarani.

During the meet-
ing, the delegation
briefed the governor
on the objectives and
proposed activities of
Ladies Club
Balochistan.

They expressed

hope that the club
would provide women
with an effective plat-
form to participate in
positive social activi-
ties, develop profes-
sional networks, en-
hance their skills and
contribute to welfare
projects.

M a n d o k h a i l
stressed the impor-
tance of establishing
effective links with
relevant government
and non-governmental

organizations, social
welfare groups and
donors.

He said such
partnerships could
help launch joint initia-
tives to promote
women’s welfare, vo-
cational training and
employment opportu-
nities.

He emphasized
that efforts aimed at
women’s economic
independence and so-
cial development

would be encouraged
at every level.

The governor also
highlighted the need
for collective efforts to
address the chal-
lenges faced by
women, protect their
rights and ensure
equal opportunities for
advancement.

He said coordi-
nated action and a uni-
fied voice could help
achieve more effec-
tive and sustainable
results.

Mandokhail reaf-
firmed the importance
of cooperation in
s t r e n g t h e n i n g
women’s role in the
economic, social and
overall development
of Balochistan, ex-
pressing confidence
that Ladies Club
Balochistan could con-
tribute to these objec-
tives through meaning-
ful activities and part-
nerships.

Q U E T T A :
Balochistan Invest-
ment Board Vice
Chairman Bilal Khan
Kakar has chaired a
meeting to review
preparations for the
Balochistan Economic
and Investment Forum,
scheduled to be held in
Lahore on October 21.

The meeting was
attended by Invest-
ment Board CEO
Abdul Mannan and
other relevant officials.
Participants reviewed

arrangements for the
forum, the participa-
tion of investors and
business leaders,
plans to highlight in-
vestment opportunities
across various sec-
tors, and measures to
ensure the event’s ef-
fectiveness.

The meeting also
discussed the forum’s
objectives and the im-
portance of taking
practical steps to pro-
mote investment in
Balochistan.

Addressing the
meeting, Kakar said
the forum aimed to
showcase the
province’s extensive
investment potential to
national and interna-
tional investors and
explore new opportu-
nities to expand busi-
ness activities.

He said that, in
line with the vision of
Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, efforts were
underway to develop

the province into an
important hub for in-
vestment, trade and
economic growth. The
Balochistan Invest-
ment Board, he added,
was working to trans-
late this vision into
practical outcomes by
promoting a business-
friendly environment
and facilitating invest-
ment across the prov-
ince. Kakar expressed
confidence that the
Balochistan Economic
and Investment Forum

would serve as an im-
portant platform for
highlighting the
province’s economic
potential, strengthen-
ing investor confi-
dence and building
stronger business con-
nections. The forum is
expected to provide an
opportunity to present
investment prospects
in Balochistan and en-
courage engagement
between the province
and the business com-
munity.

QUETTA: The Di-
rectorate of Culture,
Government of
Balochistan, and the
National Academy of
Performing Arts
(NAPA) have signed a
Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) to
promote arts, culture
and performing arts
across the province.

A dignified cer-
emony was held in
Quetta to mark the
agreement, attended
by NAPA Board of
Governors Chairman
Syed Javed Iqbal, re-
nowned social worker
and former senator
Roshan Khursheed
Broacha,

senior artists, me-
dia representatives,
cultural figures and
members of civil soci-
ety.

The agreement
represents an initiative
by the Directorate of
Culture to strengthen
the performing arts
sector in Balochistan
and create better op-
portunities for local art-

helped ensure the selec-
tion of eligible candi-
dates on merit and pro-
vided young people
with better opportunities
to pursue professional
education in the
healthcare sector.

The BIITMS Loralai
administration reaf-

firmed its commitment to
providing a transparent,
organized, secure and
high-quality examina-
tion environment for fu-
ture academic, profes-
sional and admission
tests. The officials em-
phasized that develop-
ing a skilled nursing
workforce was essential
for improving healthcare
services, while transpar-
ent admission tests
played an important role
in selecting qualified
and deserving candi-
dates on merit.

ists to develop their
skills.

Secretary Cul-
ture, Tourism and Ar-
chives Hameedullah
Nasir and Director
Culture Dawood
Tareen played key
roles in advancing the
initiative, which aims

to improve standards
in the arts and provide
local artists with ac-
cess to professional
training and develop-
ment opportunities.

Speaking at the
ceremony, Syed Javed
Iqbal, Roshan
Khursheed Broacha
and other distinguished
guests described the
partnership as an im-
portant step towards
promoting arts and cul-
ture in Balochistan.

They said the col-
laboration would pro-

vide young people and
artists across the prov-
ince with opportunities
for professional train-
ing and guidance in
drama, music, theatre
and other performing
arts.

Secretary Culture
Hameedullah Nasir
and Director Culture
Dawood Tareen also
described the agree-
ment as a significant
step towards strength-
ening Balochistan’s
cultural future.

They expressed

hope that the partner-
ship would help de-
velop local artistic tal-
ent and showcase the
province’s rich cultural
heritage at the national
level. Participants wel-
comed the agreement,
noting that initiatives of
this nature could high-
light Balochistan’s cul-
tural identity,

expand opportuni-
ties for young people
and contribute to the
growth of the
province’s performing
arts sector.

SOHBATPUR: Deputy
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Sohbatpur Farida
Tareen chaired a meeting
of the District Implemen-
tation Coordination
Committee (DICC) to re-
view progress on devel-
opment projects, public
welfare initiatives, law
and order, and the per-
formance of various
government depart-
ments.

Officials from rel-
evant departments at-
tended the meeting,
which focused on accel-
erating development ac-
tivities, addressing pub-
lic concerns, improving
the delivery of basic ser-
vices, and strengthening
coordination among
government institutions.

Participants held
detailed discussions on

ongoing development
schemes, public service
delivery, maintenance of
law and order, preven-
tion of drug trafficking,
and indiscriminate ac-
tion against smuggling.

Departmental offi-
cials briefed the deputy
commissioner on the
progress of their respec-
tive projects, administra-
tive matters, perfor-
mance, and challenges
affecting implementa-
tion.

Deputy Commis-
sioner Farida Tareen di-
rected the concerned of-
ficials to ensure effective

monitoring of devel-
opment schemes and
take practical steps to
complete all projects

within their stipulated
timelines.

She stressed that
public welfare projects
must not face unneces-
sary delays and that
construction quality
should not be compro-
mised under any circum-
stances. She also empha-
sized transparent utiliza-
tion of public funds and
ensuring that develop-
ment initiatives deliver
tangible benefits to local
communities.

Regarding law and
order, Tareen urged the
relevant authorities to
adopt a coordinated
strategy to prevent
crime, uphold the rule of
law, and protect the lives
and property of citizens.



04 NATIONAL Tuesday,October.13.2026 DAILY QUETTA VOICE

'Can sacrifice development,not
security':Governor Kundi, Naqvi chair

KP apex committee meeting
NEWS DESK:Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi and
Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi on Monday co-
chaired a meeting of the
provincial apex commit-
tee, a day after the impo-
sition of governor’s rule
and an emergency in the
province.

Addressing the
meeting, Kundi — who
is now in charge of run-
ning the province — as-
serted that under the
new set-up, tackling ter-
rorism would be the pri-
ority.

“We can sacrifice
our development, but
never security,” Kundi
vowed as he noted the
“lack of synergy” in
counterterrorism efforts
in the province.

“Now it will show
that there is (synergy),”
he said, adding that the
administration will “ful-
fil the demands of the
Counter-Terrorism De-
partment and police”.

He stressed that the
administration will “work
24/7” as the federal gov-
ernment and the “people
had put their faith in us”.

“We have to show
the difference,” he said,
adding that there was no
time for holidays or week-
ends. He stressed that
the administration was
moving towards “result-
oriented” actions, rather
than cosmetic measures.

Noting the scourge
of terrorism in the prov-

Main suspect, two women picked up in
female student’s suicide case in Islamabad

LHC directs jail authorities to provide
heart medication to Imran's sister Uzma

Islamabad ATC tells authorities to allow
Imaan, Hadi to meet their legal team in jail

NEWS DESK:An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) on
Monday directed jail au-
thorities to allow lawyers
representing human
rights lawyer Imaan
Mazari and her husband,
Hadi Ali Chattha, to meet
them in prison as the
couple raised concerns
over their access to their
legal counsel and the fair-
ness of proceedings in a
case related to the re-
moval of security barri-
ers.

The couple was in-
dicted in the case on Oct
7. The case pertains to
the alleged disruption of
the security route of an
international cricket
team and incitement to
public unrest. On Oct 10,
the ATC had disposed of
the couple’s plea seeking
to drop the terrorism
charges.

ATC Judge Tahir
Abbas Sipra, who pre-
sided over the hearing
on Monday, ordered that
Advocates Riasat Ali
Azad, Zainab Janjua and
Aimal Khan be allowed
to meet the accused in
jail.

Imaan’s mother,
former human rights min-
ister Dr Shireen Mazari,
appeared before the
court along with Advo-
cates Azad and Khan,
while the couple at-
tended the proceedings
via video link.

The defence sought

an adjournment, inform-
ing the court that the
Oct 10 order was also
being challenged before
the Islamabad High
Court.

“If your petition is
accepted by the high
court, the proceedings
in this court will come to
an end,” the judge re-
marked.

Azad emphasised

the need for a fair trial,
saying the defence did
not know what had hap-
pened or where the al-
leged incident had taken
place.

The judge also
questioned the defence
about whether proceed-
ings conducted before
the accused joined via
video link should be

treated as a trial. Azad
replied in the affirmative.

Justice Sipra re-
called that at the previ-
ous hearing, Advocate
Janjua had argued that
proceedings could not
be considered a trial be-
cause Imaan and Hadi
had not been present via
video link.

During the hearing,
the couple had com-

plained about facing dif-
ficulty in communicating
via video link,  with
Imaan and Hadi saying
their voices were break-
ing up.

“If we cannot meet
then, how are we sup-
posed to proceed with
the case?” Advocate
Azad asked.

The judge ob-

served that the anti-ter-
rorism law required the
trial to proceed on a
daily basis and asked
the prosecution how
many witnesses re-
mained to be examined.

The prosecutor in-
formed the court that
nine witnesses had yet
to be produced before
the court.

The judge then di-

rected the prosecution
to ensure that the ac-
cused were granted ac-
cess to their lawyers.

Meanwhile, Hadi
objected to the manner
in which the proceed-
ings were being con-
ducted and questioned
why him and Imaan were
not being presented be-
fore the court in person.

Suspended KP CM Sohail Afridi, assembly
speaker in preventative custody: police

N E W S
D E S K : S u s p e n d e d
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
chief minister Sohail
Afridi and some of his
cabinet members are in
preventative custody,
officials confirmed on
Monday.

The PTI had re-
ported their detention on
Sunday, shortly after the
Centre imposed emer-
gency and governor’s
rule in the province un-
der Articles 232 and 234
of the Constitution.

On Monday, Minis-
ter of State for Interior
Tallal Chaudhry told
Reuters, “Yes, I can con-
firm that the chief minis-
ter (Sohail Afridi) and
some of his cabinet mem-
bers have been taken
into preventive cus-
tody.”

If any of them have
any cases to be tried
against them, they will
be charged and tried but
the others will be re-
leased, he said, adding
that the detentions hap-
pened on Sunday.

A senior police offi-
cial privy to the develop-

ments also confirmed to
Dawn that eight people
— including Afridi,
MNA Junaid Akbar and
assembly speaker Babar
Saleem Swati — had
been taken into “preven-
tative custody”.

As of Sunday, even
Afridi’s party members
said they did not know
about his whereabouts.
Sources had said that
the chief minister and
Akbar were under house
arrest under Section 3 of

the Maintenance of
Public Order (MPO).

Meanwhile,  PTI
spokesperson Sheikh
Waqas Akram has said
Afridi’s “arrest” could
not be viewed in isola-
tion from the federal
government’s decision
to impose emergency
and governor’s rule.

He contended that
the arrests had “ex-
posed the political na-
ture of the federal
government’s actions”.

DPM Dar defends emergency and
governor's rule in KP, says measures

not politically motivated

ince, Kundi said that the
“people have no free-
dom to live, travel and
do other things” in dis-
tricts such as Dera
Ismail Khan, Tank and
Waziristan.

He called for work-
ing towards restoring

freedom of movement
for people in terrorism-
affected districts.

“People from our
province also want
peace, prosperity and
development,” he said.
Kundi expressed the
hope that the new ad-
ministration be remem-
bered well.

“It should be writ-
ten in history that these
people came and re-
stored peace in the prov-
ince,” he said. The gov-

ernor added that he will
hold apex committee
meetings regularly.

Co-chairing the
meeting alongside
Kundi, Naqvi remarked:
“Today is the first time I
can proudly say that the
federal and the provin-

cial governments are on
the same page.

“In the past  2.5
years, we have seen
many ups and downs,”
Naqvi said.

 The minister stated
that the most difficult
work was that the war
against terrorism was
being fought with “no
backend support”.

Criticising the PTI-
led government, he said:
“It was the [provincial]
government’s job to

lead the war against ter-
rorism, but they did not
do it. They kept bowing
their heads only be-
cause they did not want
to compromise.

“But any war, no
matter how many re-
sources you have, can-

not be won until the
government leads it,” he
stressed.

“Not once,  not
twice; we requested
them to work with us
dozens of times,“ Naqvi
emphasised.

“One thing I will ask
you to note is that this
is the same force, these
are the same people, but
the only difference you
will see is that … the
same people will show
you results.”

NEWS DESK:The
Lahore High Court (LHC)
on Monday directed jail
authorities to provide
heart medication to Dr
Uzma Khan, sister of PTI
founder and former pre-
mier Imran Khan.

Imran’s three sis-
ters,  Aleema Khan,
Noreen Niazi and Uzma,
have been in detention
for nearly three weeks
under the Maintenance
of Public Order Ordi-
nance (MPO).

Uzma and Noreen
were detained for 30 days
on September 21, ahead
of the party’s Sept 27
protest call,

later postponed to
October 4. The develop-
ment came a day after
Aleema’s detention on
Sept 20.

On Monday, Justice
Abher Gul Khan took up
a petition challenging
the preventive deten-
tion of Imran’s sisters.
Sakeena Niazi, daughter
of Noreen, had filed the
petition on Oct 6.

During the hearing,
Uzma’s husband, Ahad
Khan, appeared before
the court and stated that
his wife had a heart con-
dition and needed three
medicines daily.

He asked the court
to direct the authorities
to ensure that the medi-
cines were delivered to
her in jail daily.

NEWS DESK:The capi-
tal police have arrested
the main suspect and his
two female accomplices
on the charges of de-
frauding a female student
which allegedly led her
to commit suicide in
Islamabad.

Sources confirmed
to Dawn that the main
suspect was detained
during a raid at a house
in Sector H-13. The po-
lice also picked his two
female accomplices dur-
ing separate raids in dif-
ferent areas.

Preliminary investi-
gation showed that the
main suspect along with
the women and others
operating a gang had al-
ready defrauded people.

The main suspect
had previously served in
the Anti-Corruption De-
partment Quetta from
where he was dismissed.

Gang defrauded a
number of people and
minted hundreds of mil-
lions of rupees, says of-
ficial

It was further re-
vealed that the gang was
involved in online frauds
as well as blackmailing.
The gang defrauded a
number of people and
minted hundreds of mil-

lions of rupees.The sus-
pect defrauded the stu-
dent, Laiba Aijaz, with
the help of his female ac-
complices. Laiba had re-
cently completed her BS
degree from the Interna-
tional Islamic University
Islamabad (IIUI) and
was planning to go to
the US for further
studies.However, the
suspect gave her fake
travel documents after
which she committed
suicide.

Following the inci-
dent, the police and the
Federal Investigation

Agency registered sepa-
rate cases. The police
registered a case under
Sections 322 (punish-
ment for qatl-bis-sabab)
and 34 (acts done by
several persons in fur-
therance of common in-
tention) of the Pakistan
Penal Code
(PPC).Sources in the po-
lice prosecution depart-
ment said Section 322
was a non-bailable of-
fence and that anyone
arrested under this sec-
tion can only obtain bail
from a court of law. Un-
der this section, the sus-

pects have to pay the
blood money, reach a
compromise with the
family or be pardoned by
the family. In case of fail-
ure, the accused can be
convicted and serve life
imprisonment,  they
added.

In majority of such
cases, the matter was ei-
ther settled through a
compromise or the com-
plainant pardoned the
accused for the sake of
Allah, the sources said,
adding that accused per-
sons rarely serve impris-
onment in such cases.

Petitioner’s counsel
Rana Mudassar Umar
requested the court to
allow Noreen to receive
clothes, medicines and
spectacles in jail, saying
these were basic neces-

sities and her fundamen-
tal right.

He also sought per-
mission for family mem-
bers and lawyers to meet
the detained women.

The counsel further
requested the court to
summon the Lahore
Capital City Police Of-
ficer and the deputy
commissioner in person,
arguing that their ap-
pearance would help
clarify the circum-

stances surrounding the
detention notifications.

After hearing the ar-
guments, the judge or-
dered the jail authorities
to provide medicines to
Uzma and reserved de-

cision on the request to
summon the officials in
person.

In the previous
hearing, the LHC sought
a report on the provision
of medicines, clothes
and other basic facilities
to the sisters and ad-
journed the hearing till
October 12.

On Sept 24, the LHC
had turned down a re-
quest to immediately
suspend the preventive

detention notifications
issued against Noreen
and Dr Uzma.

Earlier this month,
Imran’s cousin, Qasim
Zaman, was also taken
into custody when he

went to Adiala jail to
meet the ex-prime minis-
ter.

The detention had
come amid reports of a
crackdown on the PTI
ahead of its countrywide
protest and march to
Islamabad,

which the party had
called to demand
Imran’s release from jail
and mobilise people for
the supremacy of the
Constitution.

NEWS DESK:A day af-
ter the government im-
posed governor’s rule
and emergency in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar defended the
move, saying it was not
politically motivated but
instead taken to curb ter-
rorism.

DPM Dar made the
comments while ad-
dressing a seminar in
Islamabad, a day after
the federal government
imposed emergency un-
der Article 232 and the
governor’s rule under
Article 234 in KP.

The Cabinet recom-
mended the move, citing
the PTI-led provincial
government’s “deliber-
ate disengagement from
the fight against terror-
ism”.

Referring to “recent
developments” in the
country, Dar said, “It is
not a political move; it is
surely against the men-
ace of terrorism which
that province (KP) has
been hit with in the past
decade and a half.”

He asked if the Cen-
tre could “keep sleeping
and looking towards one
another because it may
be deemed as a political
move?

“No, it is not. I can
guarantee you.”

Dar recalled that he
negotiated with PTI in
2014 during a sit-in in
Islamabad.

Defending the
move further, Dar held it
was the federal
government’s responsi-
bility to take such steps
“once it is totally deter-
mined that there is no
solution other than what
we have done yester-
day”.

He stressed that
the ruling party PML-N
bore a “heavy political
cost” when the country
was on the brink of de-
fault in 2022.

Dar recalled that the
government had to take

difficult structural mea-
sures.

“Political cost was
paid, unpopularity was
there, and we recovered
a lot because we saved
the country from the
brink of default.”

Dar said the gov-
ernment “had no choice
but to take the measures
we took yesterday, and
we will implement it in to-
tality”.

He hoped the
progress would show in
the time ahead.

“I am sure the prov-
ince will be quite happy
to see peace restored,
their lives are safe and
the radicalisation [will

end].
Information Minis-

ter Attaullah Tarar also
spoke at the seminar and
defended the federal
government’s actions.

Following the impo-
sition of emergency and
governor’s rule in KP,
the federal government
also authorised the de-
ployment of Pakistan
Army troops and assets
in aid of civil power in
the province.

On the ground,
shipping containers
were placed around the
city of Peshawar to
block several roads, with
heavy police deploy-
ment.

“These measures
are not directed at ad-
dressing security chal-
lenges; they are in-
tended to weaken [the]
PTI,  undermine the
elected government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and disregard the demo-
cratic will of its people,”
Akram added.The emer-
gency follows height-
ened tensions between
the PML-N-led federal
government and the PTI-
led KP government.


