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CM Orders Performance-Based Reforms in Government Departments

Rakshan Division
Commissioner Asad Kakar

Reportedly Kidnapped Near
Barshonki

Five Terrorists Killed in Washuk
Security Operation: Shahid Rind

NEWS DESK:

Security forces killed five ter-
rorists and destroyed their
hideout in Balochistan’s
Washuk district, recovering
weapons, ammunition and ex-
plosives, Chief Minister’s Ad-
viser on Information Shahid
Rind said on Thursday.

Rind described the opera-
tion as a significant success in
the fight against terrorism, al-
leging that the killed individu-
als were backed by India.In a
statement, he praised security
forces and law enforcement
agencies for their sacrifices
and professional capabilities in
maintaining peace and security
across Balochistan.

He said continued clear-
ance operations were neces-
sary to eliminate terrorist ele-
ments from the area and pre-
vent further security threats.

The adviser also stressed
the importance of
counterterrorism operations
under the government’s Azm-
e-Istehkam initiative, saying
sustained efforts were essen-
tial to protecting national se-
curity and combating terrorism
allegedly supported from

From Our Correspondent:

Rakshan Division Commis-
sioner Mr. Asad Kakar was
reportedly abducted by uniden-
tified armed men while travel-
ing from Quetta to Kharan, ac-

cording to divisional sources.
However, no official confirma-
tion has been issued by gov-
ernment or security authorities
so far.

According to sources
within the Rakshan Division,
Commissioner Asad Kakar
was en route to Kharan when
unknown terrorists intercepted

his vehicle near the Barshonki
area.

The armed assailants forc-
ibly took him away and were
seen moving toward the Lijjay
area.Local law enforcement
agencies and administration
officials have not yet officially

Balochistan Plans Modern Farming Push to Save Water, Boost Output
News Desk:

Balochistan is focusing on mod-
ern farming techniques, water
conservation and improved agri-
cultural productivity to address
water shortages and strengthen
food security, Planning and De-
velopment Minister Mir Zahoor
Ahmed Buledi said on Thursday.

He stressed the need to re-
duce water wastage, protect rap-
idly declining groundwater re-
serves and introduce advanced
agricultural technologies to help
farmers increase production.

Addressing the opening cer-
emony of the first Balochistan
Food Exhibition 2026 at the
Balochistan Agriculture College

on Baleli Road in Quetta, Buledi
said efficient water management
and the construction of water
reservoirs were essential for agri-
cultural development in the
largely arid province.

He said several areas of
Balochistan had considerable
agricultural potential despite low
rainfall,

while ongoing development
projects aimed to increase pro-
duction and create better oppor-
tunities for farmers and landown-
ers.

The minister also highlighted
opportunities in livestock and
fisheries, citing the province’s
substantial livestock population
and extensive coastline.  He
stressed the need to prevent ille-

gal fishing and ensure the sus-
tainable use of marine resources.

Buledi called for cooperation

with international organisations
and non-governmental
organisations to equip farmers

with modern techniques and raise
awareness about the conserva-
tion of agricultural and water re-
sources.

He also emphasised the im-
portance of providing safe, pure
and quality food, saying modern
technology and agricultural de-
velopment were key to improv-
ing food standards.

The two-day exhibition, run-
ning from October 15 to 16, has
been organised by the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) under the
Balochistan River Basins Water
Resources Programme
(RBWRP).

FAO representative Waleed
Mehdi said the event aimed to
provide farmers, small agricul-

tural businesses and entrepre-
neurs with opportunities to dis-
play their products, improve ac-
cess to markets and develop busi-
ness partnerships.Buledi inaugu-
rated the exhibition by cutting a
ribbon and visited stalls showcas-
ing agricultural products. Other
speakers, including Asadi Batool
and chief organiser Qadir Agha,
also addressed the ceremony.

Representatives of govern-
ment departments and agricul-
ture-sector stakeholders attended
the event,

 highlighting the potential of
such exhibitions to promote local
products, support small busi-
nesses and strengthen
Balochistan’s agricultural
economy.

Security forces killed five terrorists and destroyed their hideout in Balochistan

By Our Correspondent:

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has called for mea-
surable performance targets,
greater accountability and effi-
cient use of public resources as
the provincial government re-
views departmental restructuring
to improve governance and pub-
lic service delivery.

Chairing the second day of a
high-level review meeting in
Quetta on Thursday, Bugti said
the effectiveness of government
departments should be assessed
through tangible results and the
quality of services provided to
citizens.

Chief Secretary Shakil Qadir
Khan briefed the meeting on the
administrative performance, op-
erational capacity and existing
structures of additional provin-
cial departments. Participants ex-
amined proposals to improve de-
partmental efficiency, streamline
administrative functions and
strengthen the delivery of public
services.

The chief minister stressed
that government reforms must
translate into practical improve-
ments rather than remain limited
to policy decisions. He said ev-
ery department should fulfil its re-
sponsibilities effectively, with
performance linked to clearly de-
fined and measurable outcomes.

Bugti said the restructuring
process should prioritise admin-
istrative efficiency, institutional

capacity and public interest. He
added that better utilisation of
government resources was essen-
tial for improving governance
across the province.

He also called for stronger
coordination among provincial
departments and the removal of
unnecessary administrative
hurdles that delay official work.

Clearly defining departmental re-
sponsibilities and areas of author-
ity, he said, would help improve
efficiency and prevent overlap-
ping functions.

The chief minister
emphasised that transparency
and accountability must remain
central to the reform process, with
the ultimate objective of making

government institutions more re-
sponsive and ensuring timely,
quality services for the public.

The meeting continued its
review of departmental perfor-
mance and administrative struc-
tures, considering proposals to
make provincial government op-
erations more effective and re-
sults-oriented.

abroad.
Rind said Pakistan’s re-

solve to eliminate externally

backed terrorism remained
firm. However, the statement
did not provide further details

about the timing of the opera-
tion or the identities of those
killed.

confirmed the incident or is-
sued an official statement re-
garding his status.

Further details are
awaited as authorities look into
the reports.

Note: This story will be up-
dated as soon as an official
statement or further details
emerge.
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AI and Balochistan’s Youth: How Universities Can
Shape the Province’s Digital Future

By Syed Dara Shikoh
Amir:
For Balochistan,  the
conversation around
Artificial Intelligence is
no longer about a distant
future. AI is already
changing  education,
healthcare, agriculture,
industry, finance and
governance. The real
question is whether
Balochistan’s universi-
ties and young people
will be prepared to par-
ticipate in this transfor-
mation.

When Governor
Balochistan and Chan-
cellor of the province’s
public-sector universi-
t ies, Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail, addressed
the Youth and AI Sum-
mit at the United Nations
Headquarters in New
York, his message car-
ried significance beyond
a discussion on technol-
ogy. It  placed
Balochistan’s youth,
universities and techno-
logical ambitions within
a global conversation
about the future.

For a province with
a predominantly young
population, this is an
opportunity that cannot
be ignored.
Balochistan’s greatest
advantage may not sim-
ply be its geography or
natural resources, but
the potential  of its
young people.

AI Is Already
Changing the Land-
scape

Artificial Intelli-
gence is rapidly becom-
ing part of almost every
major sector.  For
Balochistan, this trans-
formation could offer
practical solutions to
some of its most persis-
tent challenges.

AI and Data  Sci-
ence can support better
healthcare decisions, im-
prove agricultural moni-
toring,  assist  in
analysing geological in-
formation, strengthen
public services and con-
tribute to more efficient
use of resources.

But technology
cannot transform a soci-
ety on its own. It needs
people who understand
it, institutions that can
develop it and universi-
ties capable of turning
knowledge into practi-

cal solutions.
This makes higher

education central to
Balochistan’s digital fu-
ture.

BUITEMS and the
Beginning of a Shift

Balochistan Uni-
versity of Information
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Management
Sciences (BUITEMS)
has introduced
programmes in Artificial
Intelligence and Data
Science while incorpo-
rating emerging tech-
nologies and data-fo-
cused learning into dif-
ferent academic disci-
plines.

This development
is significant because AI
should not be treated as
a field restricted to com-
puter  science.

A mining engineer
who understands data
analytics can better in-
terpret geological infor-
mation. An agricultural
researcher can use AI to
monitor crops. A
healthcare professional
can use data to identify
trends and improve de-

cision-making.
The real potential of

Artificial Intelligence lies
in i ts abil ity to
strengthen almost every
profession.

For Balochistan,
the goal should there-
fore be to develop an
academic environment
where technology is
used not simply to teach
students, but to address
real problems.

From Degree-Hold-
ers to Problem-Solvers

For decades, uni-
versities have largely
focused on producing
graduates for estab-
lished professions. But
the pace of technologi-
cal change is making that
approach increasingly
inadequate.

Students entering
the workforce today may
encounter technologies,
processes and even job
roles that did not exist
when they began their
studies.

Universities must
therefore teach more
than professional knowl-
edge. They must teach

students how to learn,
adapt, think critically, in-
novate and solve prob-
lems.

This is where AI
and Data Science can
become powerful tools.

The objective
should not simply be to
produce graduates who
know how to operate
new technologies. It
should be to develop
young people capable of
looking at a problem in
their community and
asking how technology,
research and innovation
can help solve it.

Balochistan’s Chal-
lenges Can Become Re-
search Opportunities

The province itself
provides a vast field for
meaningful research.

Water scarcity, min-
eral resources, agricul-
ture, renewable energy,
healthcare access, envi-
ronmental change, urban
planning and education
all offer opportunities
for technology-driven
research.

Perhaps universi-
ties should therefore ask

a different question.
Instead of asking

only,  “What degree
programmes should we
offer?”, they should also
ask, “What problems can
we help solve?”

That change in
thinking could redefine
higher education in
Balochistan.

Students of Artifi-
cial Intelligence and Data
Science could work
alongside engineers,
doctors, economists, en-
vironmental scientists
and social researchers.
Universities could col-
laborate with govern-
ment departments, in-
dustries,  businesses
and local communities.

Such partnerships
would allow academic
knowledge to move be-
yond classrooms and
become practical solu-
tions for society.

Digital Transforma-
tion Requires More
Than Technology

The call for digital
transformation across
Balochistan’s public-
sector universities is im-

portant, but introducing
AI programmes is only
the beginning.

A genuinely AI-
ready university re-
quires trained faculty,
modern laboratories,
computing facilities, up-
dated curricula, research
funding and stronger
links with industry and
international institu-
tions.

The same applies to
the idea of a paperless
university.

D i g i t a l i s a t i o n
should not simply mean
replacing paper files
with computer screens. It
should improve teach-
ing, research, administra-
tion, information man-
agement and decision-
making.

The ultimate goal
should be universities
that are digitally enabled,
research-driven and
connected to national
and international net-
works.

C o n n e c t i n g
Balochistan’s Youth to
the World

The Governor’s

participation in the
United Nations Youth
and AI Summit also
highlights the impor-
tance of international
engagement.

Around the world,
universities are working
to develop AI skills, ex-
pand research, create
technology partner-
ships and prepare
young people for the
digital economy.

B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s
youth should have ac-
cess to those opportu-
nities.

International re-
search collaborations,
scholarships, technol-
ogy partnerships, entre-
p r e n e u r s h i p
programmes and knowl-
edge networks can give
students exposure be-
yond traditional aca-
demic boundaries.

At the same time,
Balochistan’s universi-
ties should aim to be-
come contributors to
global research rather
than remaining only
consumers of knowl-
edge developed else-

where.
Turning Vision into

a Long-Term Strategy
The real challenge

begins after the
speeches and interna-
tional headlines.

Balochistan now
needs a sustained strat-
egy for AI  education,
Data  Science, research,
innovation and digital
transformation.

Its universit ies
should work more
closely with govern-
ment, industry and com-
munities. Students
should be given oppor-
tunities to work on real-
world problems, develop
startups and turn re-
search ideas into practi-
cal projects.

The progress al-
ready visible at
BUITEMS demon-
strates that this direction
is achievable and can
contribute to a broader
movement towards tech-
nology-driven higher
education across the
province.

B a l o c h i s t a n ’ s
Greatest Resource

Balochistan is fre-
quently discussed in
terms of its natural re-
sources and vast geog-
raphy. But its greatest
long-term resource may
ultimately be its people.

The province has a
young population and
talented students. What
is needed is an educa-
tion system capable of
turning that potential
into opportunity.

If Balochistan can
connect its universities,
youth, Artificial Intelli-
gence, Data Science, re-
search and innovation,
its young people will
not merely be prepared
for the future.

The message from
New York should there-
fore be seen as an op-
portunity to think be-
yond individual
programmes and to-
wards a broader vision
for higher education in
Balochistan.

The province’s next
frontier may not be
found only beneath its
soil.

It may be found in
its classrooms, labora-
tories, research centres
and, above all, in the
minds of i ts young
people.

Balochistan: Qila Saifullah Hailstorm Destroys 7M Fruit
Trees, 18,000 Farmers Hit

Atta Kakar:
A devastating hail-
storm accompanied
by powerful winds
has caused wide-
spread destruction
across Qila Saifullah
district in Balochistan,
damaging more than 7
million fruit trees and
affecting nearly
18,000 farmers and
landowners.
      The storm struck
on April 18, severely
impacting one of the
province’s most im-
portant horticultural
regions and leaving
thousands of rural
families facing major
economic uncertainty.

The disaster
caused extensive
damage to orchards,
agricultural land, and
seasonal crops, par-
ticularly apple,

apricot, and grape
farms that form the
backbone of the local
economy.

Farmers say
years of hard work and
investment were
wiped out within min-
utes as hail and strong
winds tore through vil-
lages and farming ar-

eas across the district.
Local growers

have described the
situation as cata-
strophic, warning that
many families may
struggle to survive fi-
nancially without im-
mediate government
assistance.

Agriculture re-
mains the primary
source of income for
a large portion of Qila
Saifullah’s

 population, and
the destruction of fruit
orchards is expected
to have long-term
economic conse-
quences for the re-
gion.

Residents and
farming communities
have expressed frus-
tration over delays in
relief and compensa-
tion efforts.

 Many affected
farmers claim that of-
ficial assessment and
rehabilitation mea-
sures have been slow
despite the scale of
destruction.

Calls are growing
for the provincial and
federal governments
to announce emer-

gency compensation
packages, interest-
free agricultural loans,

and recovery support
for affected
communities.Farmers

and local representa-
tives are also demand-
ing restoration of dam-

aged irrigation sys-
tems and the introduc-
tion of crop insurance

mechanisms to help
rural communities re-
cover from climate-

related disasters.
They argue that

without urgent inter-
vention, the crisis
could deepen poverty
and unemployment
across the district.

The Qila Saifullah
hailstorm has once
again highlighted the
vulnerability of
Balochistan’s agricul-
ture sector to extreme
weather events. Ex-
perts warn that cli-
mate-related disas-
ters, including hail-
storms, droughts, and
flash floods, are be-
coming increasingly
frequent in the prov-
ince, placing additional
pressure on farmers
already struggling with
limited infrastructure
and rising production
costs.Analysts say
stronger disaster man-
agement systems, cli-
mate-resilient agricul-
tural policies,

and faster emer-
gency response
mechanisms are es-
sential to protect rural
livelihoods and ensure
long-term stability in
Balochistan’s farming
sector.
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Balochistan Home Minister
Chairs Meeting to Review Law

and Order in Qilla Abdullah

Balochistan Minister Orders Merit-Based Recruitment Under
Deceased Employees’ Quota, Reviews A-1 Roads Budget

Nasirabad DC Reviews Prison Facilities, Pledges Solar
Power System and Improved Medical Care

Quetta West Administration
Directs Vendors to Keep

Sariab Road Clear for Traffic

Balochistan Governor Addresses First Convocation of General
Musa Postgraduate College, Congratulates 62 Graduates

QUETTA: Balochistan
Home Minister Mir
Ziaullah Langove
chaired an important
meeting in Quetta to re-
view the law and order
situation in Qilla
Abdullah district and
discuss measures to
maintain peace and se-

curity.
The meeting was

attended by Member of
the Provincial Assembly
Engineer Zamrak Khan
Achakzai, Additional
Home Secretary Hamza

QUETTA: Balochistan
Governor Jaffar Khan
Mandokhail has said that
the province’s higher
education sector is ad-
vancing rapidly, sup-
ported by 11 public-sec-
tor universities, 140 col-
leges and approximately
1,200 high schools.

Addressing the first
convocation of Govern-
ment General
Muhammad Musa Post-
graduate College in
Quetta, the governor de-
scribed the graduation of
62 students as a matter
of pride and called the in-
stitution a valuable edu-
cational asset for the
province.

He acknowledged
the significant role
played by prominent
members of the Hazara
community in develop-
ing the college from its
early beginnings into an
established educational
institution.

He also appreciated
the contributions of Ma-
jor Nadir Hazara and in-
cumbent Member of the
Provincial  Assembly
Zarak Khan Mandokhail
towards the develop-
ment and prosperity of
the local community.

On the occasion,
MPA Zarak Khan
Mandokhail announced

the provision of a solar
energy system to meet
the college’s electricity
requirements.

G o v e r n o r
Mandokhail recalled
that when the college
was established around
four decades ago, op-
portunities for higher
education in
Balochistan were lim-
ited.

He said the historic
convocation reflected
the graduates’ academic
achievements,  sus-
tained hard work, deter-
mination and aspira-
tions for a brighter fu-
ture. He congratulated
the college administra-

tion, faculty members
and the University of
Balochistan on organiz-
ing the convocation and
recognizing the accom-
plishments of the gradu-
ating students.

Emphasizing the im-
portance of education,
the governor said i t
forms the foundation of
a developed, peaceful
and prosperous society.
Education enables indi-
viduals to think critically,
make informed deci-
sions, challenge out-
dated traditions and
contribute meaningfully
to national develop-
ment.

He noted that

Balochistan’s young
population was among
the province’s most
valuable assets, making
investment in education
not merely a social re-
sponsibility but an es-
sential investment in the
collective future.

The governor also
highlighted the transfor-
mative impact of artificial
intelligence, digital tech-
nologies, scientific inno-
vation and changes in
the global economy.

He said these devel-
opments were reshaping
how people live, work
and communicate, while
many future jobs would
require skills that were

still evolving.
M a n d o k h a i l

stressed the importance
of preparing graduates
to meet emerging chal-
lenges and take advan-
tage of new opportuni-
ties in a rapidly chang-
ing world.

He extended his
heartfelt congratula-
tions to the graduating
students, their proud
parents, teachers and
the college administra-
tion on the historic oc-
casion.

Provincial Minister
Mir Asim Kurd Gailo,
MPA Zarak Khan
Mandokhail, Secretary
Higher Education
Hashim Khan
Mandokhail, Lasbela
University Vice Chancel-
lor Dr Abdul Malik
Tareen, former Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
Major Nadir Hazara, Di-
rector Colleges Profes-
sor Muhammad Hussain
Baloch and college Prin-
cipal Professor Manzoor
Ahmed Barea, along
with educationists and a
large number of women,
attended the ceremony.

At the conclusion
of the convocation,
Governor Mandokhail
distributed gold medals
and degrees among the
graduates.

Sibi Commissioner Reviews
Power Supply, Load-Shedding

and Sibi-Talli Road Project

QUETTA: Balochistan
Minister for Communica-
tions and Works Mir
Saleem Ahmed Khosa
has directed that recruit-
ment under the deceased
employees’ quota in the
Communications and
Works Department be
completed strictly on
merit, with full transpar-
ency and in accordance
with prescribed rules and
regulations.

He made the remarks
while chairing a review
meeting on recruitment
under the quota and the
A-1 Roads budget. Sec-
retary Communications
and Works Babar Khan,
chief engineers and other
relevant officials at-
tended the meeting.

The participants re-
ceived a detailed briefing
on the recruitment pro-
cess and the allocation
and utilization of the A-1
Roads budget.

Minister Khosa

made it clear that recom-
mendations, pressure or
unnecessary interfer-
ence in the recruitment
process would not be
tolerated.

He stressed that
every stage must follow
a clear procedure, leav-
ing no room for ambigu-
ity, irregularities or com-
plaints.

Secretary Babar
Khan informed the meet-
ing that measures had
been taken to make re-
cruitment organized, ef-
fective and impartial.

He said the depart-
ment was implementing

the Supreme Court’s
judgment and relevant
directives in letter and
spirit, while scrutiny of
documents submitted
by applicants was under-
way.

He reaffirmed that
merit and transparency
would be ensured and all
candidates would be
treated equally and
fairly. Briefing the min-
ister on the A-1 Roads
budget, the secretary
said the funds would be
utilized effectively to ac-
celerate the completion
of smaller infrastructure
works across the prov-

ince.
Speaking at  the

meeting, Minister Khosa
emphasized the key role
of the Communications
and Works Department
in modernizing
Balochistan’s infrastruc-
ture. He said the proper
and responsible utiliza-
tion of public funds must
remain a top priority.

The minister di-
rected the chief engi-
neers of all zones to form
committees under their
respective supervision
to identify suitable
projects and ensure that
the funds were spent

where they were most
needed.

He also instructed
officials to continuously
monitor the recruitment
process and promptly
resolve any issues or
complaints in accor-
dance with the appli-
cable rules.

Khosa reiterated
that recruitment under
the deceased employ-
ees’ quota must meet all
legal requirements and
comply with the direc-
tives of the superior ju-
diciary, ensuring fairness
and transparency
throughout the process.

Shafqat, the Inspector
General of Prisons, the
Deputy Commissioner
of Qilla Abdullah, Pishin
District Police Officer
Khalil Bugti, and other
relevant officials.

Participants re-
ceived a detailed briefing
on the law and order situ-

ation in the district, with
a focus on security con-
ditions and measures to
maintain peace. Speak-
ing at the meeting, Home
Minister Mir Ziaullah
Langove said that no

compromise would be
made on maintaining law
and order.

He stressed that
eliminating drugs and
ensuring peace and se-
curity for the public were
the government's re-
sponsibilities.

The minister under-

QUETTA: On the in-
structions of Deputy
Commissioner Quetta
West Munir Ahmed
Durrani, Assistant Com-
missioner Brewery

Kashif Umar visited
Sariab Road to review
the placement of road-
side vending carts and
assess traffic flow.

During the visit, the
assistant commissioner
met with street vendors
and advised them to

continue their busi-
nesses while position-
ing their carts properly
along one side of the
road to avoid obstruct-
ing traffic and causing

inconvenience to com-
muters.

He said the district
administration aimed to
maintain smooth traffic
flow and keep roads ac-
cessible without dis-
rupting the livelihoods
of street vendors. Umar

emphasized that ven-
dors should conduct
their business in a man-
ner that did not obstruct
pedestrians, vehicles or
other road users.

He urged the ven-
dors to comply with the
administration’s instruc-
tions and cooperate with
the authorities to im-
prove traffic manage-
ment, maintain order and
ensure public conve-
nience across the city.

SIBI: Commissioner Sibi
Division Irfanullah Khan
chaired a meeting in
which a Quetta Electric
Supply Company
(QESCO) executive engi-
neer briefed participants
on electricity supply,
load-shedding sched-
ules and other related

matters.
The meeting re-

viewed the current
power supply situation
and discussed problems
faced by residents,
along with issues related
to electricity provision.

Participants were
subsequently briefed on
the major development
project for the Sibi-Talli

Road.
The Director of De-

velopment and Deputy
Project Director updated
the commissioner on
construction progress,
implementation matters
and other aspects of the
project.

C o m m i s s i o n e r

Irfanullah Khan directed
the concerned authori-
ties to ensure that con-
struction quality was
not compromised under
any circumstances and
that all necessary mea-
sures were taken to com-
plete the project within
the stipulated timeframe.

He stressed that
timely completion of the

road was essential to im-
proving travel facilities
for the public.

The commissioner
also said a formal letter
would be sent to the rel-
evant senior authorities
regarding the release of
funds required for the
project,

enabling the timely
availability of resources
and accelerating con-
struction work.

The Balochistan
government continues
to take measures to im-
prove public facilities,
develop infrastructure
and ensure the timely
completion of ongoing
development projects.

All 23 Environmental Samples Test
Negative for Polio in Balochistan

scored the importance of
coordinated efforts by
the relevant depart-
ments to address secu-
rity challenges and im-
prove public safety in
Qilla Abdullah.

QUETTA: Balochistan
has reported encourag-
ing progress in its ef-
forts to eradicate polio,
with all 23 environmen-
tal samples collected to
detect the presence of
the poliovirus testing
negative.

Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti and Provin-
cial  Health Minister
Bakht Muhammad Kakar
welcomed the develop-
ment and directed the rel-
evant authorities to fur-
ther strengthen ongoing
anti-polio measures and
ensure their continuity.

Chief Minister
Bugti said the progress
against polio reflected
sustained efforts, effec-
tive strategies and coor-
dinated action.

He emphasized that
the campaign would
continue with full com-
mitment until the disease
was completely eradi-
cated, adding that all
available resources
would be utilized to pro-
tect children from the de-
bilitating disease.

The chief minister

also paid tribute to se-
curity personnel and
polio workers who had
sacrificed their lives
while performing their
duties during anti-polio
campaigns.

He described their
sacrifices as a shining
example of national ser-
vice and reaffirmed the
government's determi-
nation to make
Balochistan polio-free
through sustained ef-
forts and practical mea-
sures. Provincial Health
Minister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar said
the negative results of
all 23 environmental
samples reflected three
years of continuous ef-
forts, tireless work and
effective interventions
to combat polio.

He attributed the
progress to the
B a l o c h i s t a n
government 's reform
agenda, policy continu-
ity and consistent moni-
toring of the anti-polio
programme.

He also acknowl-
edged the key role

played by Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti and
the chief secretary
through their continued
oversight and support.

Kakar praised
health department offi-
cials, polio workers and
parents for their collec-
tive efforts.

He said frontline
workers had continued
to reach children despite
terrorism-related threats,
difficult terrain, extreme
weather conditions and
shortages of basic facili-
ties. He also highlighted
the determination of po-
lio workers who had
continued performing
their duties despite inci-
dents involving threats,
injuries and abductions.
Paying tribute. to those
who lost their lives dur-
ing vaccination cam-
paigns, he said their sac-
rifices would always be
remembered. The health
minister reaffirmed that
the Balochistan govern-
ment stood firmly with
polio workers and valued
their services, dedica-
tion and sacrifices.

NASIRABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Nasirabad
Virender Lal visited the
District Jail Nasirabad to
review basic facilities,
healthcare arrangements,
sanitation and issues
faced by inmates, assur-
ing steps to improve
electricity supply and
medical services.

District Jail Superin-
tendent Muhammad Ali
welcomed the deputy
commissioner and ac-
companied him during
an inspection of various
sections of the facility.

During the visit,
Virender Lal inspected
the male and female pris-
oners’ wards, the prison
dispensary and other rel-
evant areas.

He also interacted
with inmates to inquire
about the facilities avail-
able to them, their con-
cerns and their needs.

The deputy commis-
sioner further inspected
the food prepared for
prisoners to assess its
quality and the arrange-
ments for meal prepara-
tion.

Briefing the deputy
commissioner, Superin-
tendent Muhammad Ali
highlighted the jail’s ad-

ministrative challenges
and infrastructure re-
quirements.

He said prolonged
power outages during
summer caused consid-
erable hardship for in-
mates and disrupted
routine operations, mak-
ing the installation of a
solar power system an
important requirement.

He also explained
that although a dispen-
sary was available at the
jail ,  additional
healthcare facilities were
needed, including an
outpatient department
(OPD) room and a labo-
ratory for essential medi-
cal tests.

These facil i t ies

would help improve
medical examinations,
enable timely diagnosis
of illnesses and support
better treatment for in-
mates.

The superintendent
also informed the deputy
commissioner about
other administrative and
basic infrastructure is-
sues facing the jail.

Virender Lal said im-
proving prisoners’ basic
facilities, maintaining
proper sanitation and
providing adequate
healthcare were among
the district
administration’s priori-
ties.  He emphasized that
inmates were entitled to
basic human necessities

and appropriate medical
care, adding that their
difficulties needed to be
addressed.

Considering the
challenges caused by
prolonged power out-
ages, the deputy com-
missioner said efforts
would initially be made
to install a solar power
system at the district jail
under the Balochistan
Special Development
Initiative (BSDI).

The proposed sys-
tem is intended to im-
prove electricity avail-
ability and support the
smooth functioning of
routine prison opera-
tions. He also assured
officials that the require-

ments for improved
medical facilities, con-
struction of an OPD
room.

, establishment of a
laboratory and other es-
sential improvements
would be assessed. Nec-
essary steps would be
pursued through avail-
able resources and coor-
dination with the rel-
evant departments.

The deputy com-
missioner directed Su-
p e r i n t e n d e n t
Muhammad Ali to sub-
mit a comprehensive
written report to his of-
fice detailing the jail’s
problems, essential re-
quirements and pro-
posed development
works.

The report would
be presented to the rel-
evant higher authorities
to facilitate appropriate
action.

Virender Lal reaf-
firmed that the district
administration would
continue working with
the concerned depart-
ments to improve basic
facilities,  strengthen
healthcare arrangements
and address the difficul-
ties faced by inmates at
District Jail Nasirabad.

Quetta DC Reviews Hanaa Urak Issues, Compensation for
Victims’ Families and Development Projects

QUETTA: Deputy Com-
missioner Quetta
Mehrullah Badini
chaired a review meeting
of the Hanaa Urak Com-
mittee to discuss local
issues, compensation for
the families of those
killed and injured in re-
cent incidents, and ongo-
ing development needs
in the area.

The meeting was at-
tended by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(General) Muhammad
Anwar Kakar,

Additional Deputy
Commissioner (Rev-
enue) Hafiz Muhammad
Tariq, representatives of
the Hanaa Urak Com-
mittee, and family mem-
bers of those killed or
injured in the recent in-
cidents.

Participants held
detailed discussions on
the challenges facing lo-
cal residents, compen-
sation matters concern-
ing affected families, the
difficulties encountered
by those impacted by the
incidents, and develop-

ment work in Hanaa
Urak.

Representa tives
and family members
shared their concerns
and views regarding the
area’s problems and the
needs of affected house-
holds.

The meeting re-
viewed the relevant mat-
ters and discussed pos-
sible steps to address
local grievances, resolve
compensation-related
issues and advance de-
velopment projects in
the area.
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TTAP says 'no talks' with govt until
meeting with Imran Khan is arranged,

health details are provided
NEWS DESK:The
Te hr eek -i -Taha ffuz
Ay e e n - i - P a k i s t a n
(TTAP) on Thursday an-
nounced that it was sus-
pending all negotiations
with the government,
saying there would be
“no talks” until a meet-
ing with PTI founder
Imran Khan was ar-
ranged and information
about his health was
provided.

The alliance, in a
statement, said all nego-
tiating authority would
rest solely with its chair-
man, Mehmood Khan
Achakzai.

The announcement
was made at a leadership
meeting held at
Achakzai’s residence,
where the political situ-
ation arising from the im-
position of governor’s
rule and an emergency in
KP, as well as the situa-
tion in the province, was
reviewed in detail.

In the days preced-
ing the development,
political tensions be-
tween the federal gov-
ernment and the opposi-
tion, mainly the PTI, had
remained high after the
party announced a long
march to demand the re-
lease of i ts jailed
founder, Imran Khan.
However, the march, ini-
t ially planned for
Islamabad, remained
confined to KP until it
fizzled out with the impo-
sition of governor’s rule
in the province.The alli-
ance strongly con-

Punjab proposes holding local government
elections in three phases in April

NEWS DESK:The
Punjab government ap-
pears set to delay the
long-awaited local gov-
ernment elections in the
province once again, de-
spite the polling sched-
ule proposed by the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP),  i t
emerged on Thursday.
Earlier this month, the
electoral body proposed
holding local govern-
ment elections in Punjab
on December 14 and sent
a draft of the suggested
schedule to the Punjab
chief secretary for con-
sultation.
The Punjab cabinet has
instead proposed hold-
ing the elections in
phases on April 4, 11 and
18, following recommen-
dations by a ministerial
committee formed to
consult the ECP on the
conduct of local govern-
ment elections in the
province.In this regard,
the Punjab Local Gov-
ernment and Community
Development Depart-
ment wrote to the ECP on
Wednesday.
The letter, which con-

veyed the ministerial
committee’s decision,
cited smog, dense fog
and adverse winter
weather conditions ex-
pected during December
and January, followed
by the commencement
of Ramazan in February,
as reasons for not hold-
ing the elections as
scheduled.
The letter said the
cabinet’s ministerial
committee had held its
second meeting on Oc-
tober 5, during which it

deliberated at length on
the ECP’s draft election
schedule.The commit-
tee discussed scenarios
arising from the likely
tough weather condi-
tions and Ramazan, the
letter stated.

It proposed holding
the local government
elections in phases to
facilitate the effective
deployment of election
staff and security per-
sonnel,  the efficient
transportation of polling
materials, better admin-

Student's suicide case: Islamabad court
grants interim bail to co-suspect

demned the imposition
of governor’s rule and
an emergency in KP, de-
scribing the move as a
“robbery” and a mid-
night assault  on the
Constitution and the
people’s mandate.

It demanded that
the decision be with-
drawn immediately, say-
ing the step was not
only an insult to the
people of one province
but to those of all prov-
inces. The statement
added that the alliance
would also file a petition

against the decision in
the Peshawar High
Court (PHC).

The TTAP also
condemned all forms of
terrorism, including
state terrorism against
the public, actions by
state insti tutions
against political parties,
and violence by one

sect against another.
Expressing full sup-

port for the National Ac-
tion Plan, the opposition
alliance demanded that,
instead of adopting new
policies, the joint reso-
lution of the Aman Jirga
approved by the KP As-
sembly be implemented
immediately.The partici-
pants also demanded
the immediate release of
non-functional Chief
Minister Sohail Afridi,
Assembly Speaker
Babar Saleem Swati, PTI
provincial president

Junaid Akbar, and all ar-
rested members of the
National and provincial
assemblies and other
leaders.

The PTI had re-
ported their detention
on Oct 11, shortly after
the Centre imposed
emergency and
governor’s rule in the

province.The alliance
also demanded the re-
lease of Imran Khan’s
sisters, who have been
in detention for nearly
three weeks under the
Maintenance of Public
Order (MPO) Ordinance,
as well as a meeting with
the PTI founder and ac-
cess to his doctors.The
TTAP attributed the de-
teriorating law and order
situation in Balochistan
to the unrepresentative
provincial government
and the federal
government’s failed poli-

cies, saying the provin-
cial government had not
been formed on the ba-
sis of the people’s genu-
ine mandate.

It called for the
province’s issues to be
resolved through dia-
logue with its people
rather than the use of
force.

istrative oversight and
improved accessibility
for voters.

The phased ap-
proach would also help
avoid adverse weather
conditions typically ex-
perienced during De-
cember and January and
the period immediately
following Ramazan, the
letter said.The letter
added that the Punjab
cabinet considered the
committee’s recommen-
dations early on
Wednesday.

Pakistan worst hit by hunger in
South Asia

NEWS DESK:Pakistan
recorded the highest
score in South Asia on
the 2026 Global Hunger
Index released on
Wednesday, reflecting a
worsening food security
crisis driven by eco-
nomic instability, climate
shocks and global con-
flicts.

Published jointly by
Welthungerhilfe, the In-
stitute for International
Law of Peace and Armed
Conflict at Ruhr Univer-
sity Bochum, and the
Swiss organisation
Helvetas under the
theme “No Security
Without Food Security”,
the report reveals that
progress in South Asia
has largely stagnated,
with conditions in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan
deteriorating since 2018.

In Pakistan, eco-
nomic instability and
sharp food price infla-
tion have eroded house-
holds’ purchasing power
and constrained access
to food. Undernourish-
ment in the country has
climbed from low in 2018
to medium, while child
wasting has risen toward
the high threshold.

Across South Asia,
the situation remains se-
rious with a regional
score of 23.5. Although
the region’s score has
fallen substantially from

an alarming 37.5 in 2000,
most of that progress
occurred before 2018.

While Pakistan and
Afghanistan have
moved from the alarming
to the serious category
since 2000, child stunt-
ing remains very high.

Pakistan’s stunting
rate continues to fall,
whereas Afghanistan’s
has edged up since
2018. Child mortality
rates in both nations
have declined from very
high levels in 2000 to
medium levels today.

The report warned
that high levels of acute
food insecurity will per-

sist across the region.
Heavy rains and flood-
ing caused localised
crop losses in parts of
Pakistan and
Bangladesh, while be-
low-average rainfall and
above-average tempera-
tures negatively affected
Afghanistan’s 2026 ce-
real-growing season.

According to Food
and Agriculture
Organisation estimates,
218 million people in
South Asia, including
Iran, were undernour-
ished between 2023 and
2025, representing
roughly one-third of the
global total.

Globally, hunger is
rising again after nearly
two decades of
progress. The 2026 glo-
bal score stands at 18.1,
worsening from 17.6 in
2018.

Hunger has in-
creased in 32 countries
since 2018, and 57 coun-
tries are on track to miss
achieving even low hun-
ger levels by 2030.Three
of the index’s four indi-
cators — undernourish-
ment, child stunting and
child wasting — have
worsened, while only
child mortality has con-
tinued to decline
slightly.

NEWSDESK:Additional
District and Sessions
Judge Muhammad Afzal
Majoka on Thursday
granted interim bail un-
til Oct 20 to a co-suspect
in a case pertaining to
the alleged suicide of a
20-year-old student,
who was allegedly de-
frauded of millions.

Laiba Ijaz, a student
at International Islamic
University, is said to
have been defrauded of
Rs5 million, which she
had paid to move to the
United States for further
studies.

An agent is said to
have handed her the
travel documents that
were later found to be

fake.
The main suspect

in the case has been ar-
rested and remanded in
police custody.

On Thursday, a co-
suspect, linked to the
forgery, was granted bail
against surety bonds
worth Rs20,000.

The co-suspect ap-
peared before the court
along with his counsel,
who argued that his cli-
ent was innocent and
had been “deliberately”
implicated in the case.

After hearing the
initial arguments, the
court granted interim re-
lief to the co-suspect
and sought responses
from the relevant parties

Joint parliamentary session
debates resolutions on emergency,

governor’s rule in KP
NEWS DESK:A joint
session of the Parliament
is currently discussing
two resolutions regard-
ing the imposition of
governor’s rule and
emergency in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The joint session of
the National Assembly
and the Senate is taking
place a day after both
Houses of Parliament, in
separate si tt ings,
passed resolutions en-
dorsing the imposition
of emergency in KP.

According to Ar-
ticle 232, if the “president
acts on his own, the
Proclamation of Emer-
gency shall be placed”
before both Houses of
the Parliament for ap-
proval by each House
within 10 days.

Meanwhile, a proc-
lamation for governor’s
rule issued under Article
234 “shall be laid before
a joint sitting and shall
cease to be in force at
the expiration of two
months”, unless a joint
sitting approves its ex-
tension. However, such
a measure shall not re-
main in force for more
than six months.

The Centre imposed
governor’s rule and
emergency in KP on Oct
11, citing the provincial

government’s “deliber-
ate disengagement”
from the fight against
terrorism.

The move followed
weeks of political ten-
sions between the Cen-
tre and the PTI after the
latter announced a long
march to Islamabad to
demand the release of its
jailed founder, Imran
Khan.

During Thursday’s
joint sitting, opposition
members turned up car-
rying placards inscribed
with slogans, such as
“emergency na manzoor
(emergency is

unacceptable)”.At the
outset of the proceed-
ings, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry presented a
motion under Rule 232 of
the Parliament (Joint Sit-
ting) Rules 1973 to sus-
pend certain sub-rules
so he could move the
resolutions.

As loud noes ech-
oed and opposition
members chanted “emer-
gency na manzoor”, NA
Speaker Ayaz Sadiq
again put the motion to
a vote by asking the
members to stand up,
which was then adopted

with 214-56 votes.
S u b s e q u e n t l y,

Chaudhry moved two
resolutions before the
joint sitting — one for
the Proclamation of
Emergency under Ar-
ticle 232 and the second
for the proclamation of
governor’s rule under
Article 234.

Law Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar then
opened the discussion
on the two resolutions.

Noting that a reso-
lution regarding the im-
position of emergency
also required to be
passed by a joint sitting.

Lahore ATC extends physical remand of
PTI's Hammad Azhar

NEWS DESK:An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) on
Thursday extended the
physical remand of PTI
leader Hammad Azhar by
12 days in the Jinnah
House attack case re-
lated to the May 9 riots.

Sarwar Road police
had booked several PTI
leaders and workers on
charges of attacking and
vandalising Jinnah
House during the pro-
tests against the arrest
of former prime minister
Imran Khan.

ATC Judge Sardar
Muhammad Akram
heard the case. During
the hearing, the investi-
gating officer (IO)
sought an extension in
the physical remand,
saying the police wanted
to conduct a polygraph
test on the suspect.

The IO alleged that
Hammad was among
those who led the attack.

Opposing the re-
quest for an extension in
remand, defence coun-
sel Sikandar Zulqarnain
argued that the IO had
changed his stance on
the recovery of evi-
dence from his client.

At the previous

hearing, the police had
claimed that a baton and
other items had been re-
covered. However, the
IO was now saying that
the items were yet to be
recovered, the counsel
said.

He questioned
what further recoveries
the police wanted to
make when, according to
the first information re-
port (FIR), Hammad was
not present at the al-
leged occurrence.

The counsel also
questioned why the in-

vestigation had not been
completed despite 37
days of physical remand.

He asked the court
to send his client to jail
on judicial remand, argu-
ing that further physical
remand was unneces-
sary if the investigation
had made no progress.

The state prosecu-
tor, however, argued that
the FIR did not state that
Hammad was absent
from the scene.

He said the com-
plainant might not have
seen the suspect be-

cause he could have
been standing at a
distance.Addressing
the court, Hammad al-
leged that anti-terrorism
laws were being used for
political victimisation
and added that the dig-
nity of the court must be
upheld.

He alleged that the
police had changed their
statements, first claiming
that he was not present
at the scene and later
saying that a baton and
petrol bombs had been
recovered from him.

before proceeding fur-
ther on the matter of the
bail.

The court issued
notices to the parties, di-
recting them to present
their arguments at the
next hearing on Oct 20.

A case following
Ijaz’s death was regis-
tered at Ramna Police
Station under Sections
322 (unintentional mur-
der) and 34 (acts done by
several persons in fur-
therance of common in-
tention) of the Pakistan
Penal Code.

A separate case was
registered by the Federal
Investigation Agency
(FIA) on a complaint
filed by Ijaz’s maternal

uncle under provisions
relating to cheating,
abetment and immigra-
tion-related fraud.

According to the
FIA, the main suspect al-
legedly obtained mil-
lions of rupees from
Ijaz’s family with the
help of a female accom-
plice and by misrepre-
senting his identity and
professional status.

The money was al-
legedly taken on the pre-
text of securing employ-
ment for her brother and
arranging her admission
to Harvard University in
the US.

The suspect is ac-
cused of giving Ijaz fake
travel documents.
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