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Pakistan-Iran Border Trade:

Partial Movement Granted for Backlogged
Cargo, Commerc1al Uncertalnty Pers1sts

SYED ALI SHAH, OUR
CORRESPONDENT,
NEWS DESK:

QUETTA — Questions sur-
rounding the operational status
of key trade routes along the

Pakistan-Iran border remain a

point of discussion for commer-
cial operators, as local dealers
navigate restricted cross-border
traffic following disruptions
earlier this month.

Uncertainty over the status

of trade flows began following
a formal pause in routine bor-
der crossings on October 16.
While limited vehicular traffic
has recently been observed at
major border stations, local Lig-
uefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
dealers clarify that a full re-
opening of commercial trade
has not taken place.

According to trade repre-
sentatives, entry permissions
have been granted on a re-
stricted basis to clear pre-pro-
cessed freight. Importers noted
that only trucks, containers,
and tankers that had compleled
their customs documentation
prior to the October 16 shut-
down were permitted by bor-
der officials to cross into Paki-

Balanced Perspective:

Trade Reality vs. Operational
Status
Trade Community View:

e
File photo:Vehicles stuck in a trafﬁc_]am at the Pak- Iran border

involve complex security pro-
tocols, customs verification,
and bilateral coordination be-
tween bad and Tehran.

commercial activities.

Both neighboring nations
share significant economic and
ties,

Local LPG liquid petroleum gas
dealers maintain that the border
has not been formally reopened
for fresh trade orders, raising
concerns over domestic fuel in-
ventory and supply chain con-
tinuity.

Administrative Context:
Cross-border clearances often

Repeated attempts to speak
to officials in the Balochistan
government for formal clarifi-
cation were made; however,
none responded or commented
on the reported reopening of the
border or the prospective
timeline for resuming routine

and border trade plays a
vital role in sustaining regional
economies on both sides of the
frontier. Stakeholders on both
sides remain hopeful for offi-
cial clarity to ensure smooth,

secure, and regulated bilateral
commerce.
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FM Dar, Chinese envoy discuss CPEC,
trade and regional stability

Gilani assures KP governor of
federal support

NEWS DESK:

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Gover-
nor Faisal Karim Kundi on Sat-
urday briefed Acting President
Syed YousufRaza Gilani on the
province’s security situation,
public issues and recent admin-

protect civilian lives.
The di ions focused

331 Acres of Illegal Cannabis Crops Destroyed
in KillaAbdullahinOne Day

on strengthening the rule of

Faizan aslam khan:

law and

tion between federal and pro-

vincial law enforcement agen-

cies. The acting president was

also briefed on recent policy

decisions aimed at addressing
I

istrative with the
latter assuring federal support
for the province’s development
and stressing that public wel-
fare should remain a priority.
During the meeting, the
governor presented an over-
view of the regional security
situation and measures taken
to maintain law and order and

the province’s border areas.
Emphasising the impor-
tance of domestic stability for
national progress, Mr Gilani
assured the governor of fed-
cral support for the province’s
development and stressed that
administrative measures should
prioritise public welfare.

QUETTA: Law enforcement
agencies have destroyed 331
acres of illegal cannabis crops
in Killa Abdullah district as part
of Balochistan’s ongoing anti-
narcotics campaign, bringing

the total area cleared across the

district to 992 acres.

The operation was carried
out on October 23 under the
provincial Anti-Cannabis Cam-
paign 2026, targeting illegal can-
nabis cultivation in the Gulistan
an Dobandi
subdivisions.According to of-
ficials from the Balochistan
Excise and Taxation Depart-
ment, enforcement teams de-
stroyed 285 acres of cannabis
crops in Abdul Rehman Zai and
Qandeel Saigai areas of
Gulistan, while another 46 acres

. | were cleared in Dobandi.The

latest action has taken the total

M| area of illegal cannabis cultiva-

tion eliminated during the cam-
paign to 992 acres.

The operation was led by
the Killa Abdullah district admin-
istration in coordination with
the Assistant Commissioner of
Gulistan.

Teams from the Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF), Frontier

331 Acres of Illegal Cannabls Crops Destroyed in Kllla Abdullah

Corps (FC), Balochistan Excise
and Taxation Department.in the
crackdown. Representatives of
intelligence agencies were also
present to assist with coordi-
nation and logistical arrange-
ments.

Officials said the teams

in One Day
used both mechanised equip-
ment and manual methods to
eliminate the illegal crops.
Reaffirming their commit-
ment to combating drug culti-
vation, officials said a zero-tol-
erance policy would be mai

continue until illegal cannabis
crops across Killa Abdullah dis-
trict had been completely
eradicated. The campaign aims
to curb the production of illegal
narcotics at their source and
strengthen enforcement against

tained and would

drug in

Security Forces Kill Wa

NEWS DESK:

Quetta: Security forces have
killed a wanted terrorist com-
mander, Adil Shah alias
Darwaish,

during an intelligence-based
operation in Killa Saifullah dis-
trict of Balochistan under the
ongoing Operation Radd-ul-

Fitna 3, according to security |*

sources.

Security sources said the
slain commander was affiliated
with Fitna al-Khawarij since
December 2020 and had been
overseeing the terrorist group’s

financial affairs since 2024.
According to the sources,

nted Terrorist Commander in Qilla Saifullah Op-

eration: Security Sources

Adil Shah had also been facili-
tating the provision of perma-

nent accommodation to non-
local terrorists in Zhob, Sherani

and Shaban.
The sources further al-

leged that the commander had
been involved in attacks on
security forces since 2022 and
as well as extortion linked
to kidnapping for ransom.
Nineteen first information
reports (FIRs) had been regis-
tered against him in anti-terror-
ism courts,
while a bounty of Rs2.5
million had been announced for
his arrest, security sources said.
Security sources stated
that operations against terror-
ists in Balochistan would con-
tinue until the elimination of the
last terrorist.
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The Pressing Problems of Urdu and the New Generation

BY ZEESHAN KHAN
Urdu is more than a lan-
guage. It is a symbol of
Pakistan’s cultural iden-
tity, literary heritage and
national unity. Yet, in a
society where English
increasingly dominates
education, official affairs
and professional life, an
important question
arises: are we preparing
our younger generation
for global competition at
the cost of their connec-
tion with their own na-
tional language?

The growing prefer-
ence for English in Pal
stan has created a lin-
guistic divide that ex-
tends beyond communi-
cation. For many people,
English proficiency has
become a symbol of so-
cial status, educational
achievement and profes-
sional success. Mean-
while, Urdu, despite its
national status, often
receives less attention
in classrooms, work-
places and government
institutions.

This situation de-
mands serious reflec-
tion. A nation can em-
brace modern education
and international oppor-
tunities without neglect-
ing the language that
represents its identity.

Urduand Pakistan’s
National Identity

he progress of a
nation depends not only
on economic develop-
ment and scientific ad-
vancement but also on
its cultural foundations.
Language plays a cen-
tral role in shaping col-
lective identity, preserv-
ing traditions and con-
necting generations.

Urdu has histori-
cally served as a com-
mon medium of commu-
nication among diverse
communities in Paki-
stan. Its literature, po-
etry, journalism and in-
tellectual traditions have
contributed  signifi-
cantly to the country’s
cultural landscape.

However, the posi-
tion of Urdu in practical
affairs does not always
reflect its constitutional
status. Article 251 of the
Constitution of Pakistan
declares Urdu the na-
tional language and pro-
vides for arrangements
for its use for official
purposes. Neverthe-
less, English continues
to dominate many ad-
ministrative, educa-
tional and professional
settings.

This gap between
constitutional recogni-
tion and everyday prac-
tice raises an important
question: why has Urdu
struggled to secure a
stronger position in the
institutions of its own
country?

The answer in-
volves historical prac-
tices, educational poli-
cies, administrative tra-
ditions and the wide-
spread perception that
English offers better op-
portunities for social
mobility.

English: A Gateway
to Opportunity or a Bar-
rier to Equality?

There is io denying
the importance of En- 4
glish in the modern about their educational education system in the problem. Their lin-
world. It facilitates ac- abilities. This perception which English opens guistic habits are
cess to international re- can disadvantage tal- doors to international shaped by the educa-
search, scientific litera- ented students who lack opportunities without tion system, family envi-
ture, technological de- access to expensive En- becoming a barrier that ronments, digital plat-
velopments and global ~ glish-medium schools or ~excludes capable stu- forms and social expec-
employment opportuni- addmonal language- dents from disadvan- tations.

ties. Pakistani students learning resources. taged backgroun ‘When schools give
need English-language Consequently, lan- The Growing greater prestige to En-
skills to compete effec- guage can become a tance Between Young glish, parents naturally

tively in many academic marker of privilege rather - People and Urdu encourage their children

and professional fields.  than simply a tool for One of the major to master it. When em-
The problem be- communication. concerns is the declin- ployers prioritise En-
gins when English pro- A student’s ability ing engagement of some  glish communication,

ficiency becomes a sub-  to understand science, younger people with students respond ac
stitute” for measuring ;olvemalhemaucalpmb— Urdu reading, writing cordingly. When aca-
knowledge, intelligence lems, analyse social is- and literature. In certain demic resources and
and competence. sues or demonstrate pro- educational environ- professional opportuni-

In Pakistan, stu- fessional competence ments, students may be- ties are concentrated in
dents who speak En- should not be judged come comfortable com- English, the preference
glish fluently may re-  solely by fluency in En- municating in English becomes even stronger.
ceive greater social rec-  glish. Educational insti- while struggling to e: Theresult isa cycle
ognition, while those tutions must recognise press complex ideas in in which Urdu s treated
who communicate pri- the difference between Urdu. as less useful despite its
marily in Urdu or re- subject knowledge and This does not mean  importance in public
gional languages can language proficiency. that the younger genera- ~ communication and cul-
face unfair judgments akistan needs an tion is responsible for tural life.

The solution is not
to discourage English-
speaking students or re-
strict their educational
choices.  Instead,
schools and families
should create opportu-
nities for young people
to read Urdu books, ex-
plore literary traditio
write creatively and ust
the language confi-
dently in academic and
proféssional discus-
sions.

Urdu must become
a language of knowl-
edge, innovation and
contemporary expres-
sion—not merely a sub-
ject students study to
Pass an examination.

Urdu Education De-
serves Serious Atten-
tion

Language educa-
tion should develop

~ practical skills rather
than focus exclusively
on memorisation. Stu-
dents need opportuni-
ties to improve their
reading

ning, institutional com-
mitment and consistent
implementation.

Government depart-
ments could expand ac-
cess to Urdu-l;

vocabulary, writing,
critical thinkingand abil-
ity to communicate
ideas clearly.

The same principle
applies to Urdu and En-
glish.

Educational institu-
tions should invest in
modern Urdu textbooks,
high-quality digital
leaming materials, ter-
ary activities and trans-
lation projects. Scien-
tific and academic con-
cepts should also be
made accessible
through reliable Urdu
resources, helping stu-
dents understand com-
plex subjects while
strengthening their
command of the lan-
guage.

At the same time,
English should remain
an essential component
of education. Students
need both languages to
participate effectively in
national life and the in-
ternational academic
community.

A balanced ap-
proach would enable
young people to under-
Stand global develop-
ments in English while
communicating their
ideas, experiences and
knowledge confidently
in Urdu.

Urdu in Govern-
ment and Public Institu-
tions

The use of Urdu in
official affairs is another
important dimension of
the debate. Article 251
of Pakistan’s Constitu-
tion provides the consti-
tutional basis for pro-
moting Urdu as the na-
tional language and ar-
ranging its use for offi-
cial purposes.

However, translat-
ing this principle into ef-
fective administrative
practice requires plan-

forms, public informa-
tion, educational materi
als and citizen services.
Legal and administrative
documents should be
made understandable to
ordinary citizens, with
accuraie translations
and appropriate safe-
guards where authorita-
tive legal texts are re-

would improve accessi-
bility and help citizens
engage more effectively
with public institutions.
Promoting Urdu in
official affairs should
not mean abandoning
English where it is prac-
tically necessary. Rather,
it should ensure that citi-
zens are not disadvan-
taged simply because
they cannot understand
complex English-lan-
guage documents or ad-
ministrative procedures.
A national language
gains strength when
people can use it mean-
ingfully in everyday life.
Literature, Writers
and the Respons)blllly
of Society
Writers, poets, jour-
nalists, teachers and in-
tellectuals have an im-
portant role in keeping
Urdu relevant to contem-
porary society. Litera-
ture preserves collective
‘memory, challenges es-
tablished ideas and pro-
vides a space for d
cussing social and poli
cal realities.
International liter-
ary gatherings and con-
ferences have histori-
cally offered opportuni-
ties for scholars and writ-
ers to examine the chal-
lenges facing Urdu, in-
cluding the influence of
other languages and the
changing relationship
between literature and
society.

Pakistan’s Climate Vulnerability: A Governance Dilemma

Zia Ud Din:
Pakistan contributes
less than one percent
to global carbon emis-
sions, yet it consis-
tently ranks among the
countries most ex-
posed to climate-in-
duced disasters. This
imbalance is not
merely an environ-
mental concern; it re-
flects governance di-
lemma rooted in a
weak institutional co-
ordination and limited
adaptation planning.

Climate change is
one of the most press-
ing challenges of the
modern era, adversely
affecting societies at
multiple levels.

Rising tempera-
tures, droughts, irregu-
lar weather patterns,
sea-level rise, melting
glaciers, floods, and
water insecurity dem-
onstrate its far-reach-
ing global conse-
quences.

Since these im-
pacts transcend na-
tional borders, climate
change is inherently a
global  challenge.
Along with other de-
veloping nations, Paki-
stan remains highly
vulnerable.

In 2024, Pakistan
recorded its ninth
warmest year in the
last 64 years, with an
average temperature
0f23.52°C and rainfall
levels 31 percent
above the historical
average. This high-
llghls the urgency of

ive international

by governance con-
straints. Fragmented
institutional coordina-
tion, weak policy
implementation, and
limited emphasis on
adaptation have re-
duced the state’s ca-
pacity to respond ef-
fectively.  Conse-
quently, the climate
crisis in Pakistan re-
flects not only envi-
ronmental stress but
also persistent gover-
nance failures.

Climate change
refers to long-term
shifts in  global
weather patterns and
temperatures, prima-
rily driven by human
activities. According
to United Nations
findings, excessive
greenhouse gas emis-
sions have intensified
heat retention in the
atmosphere.

Gases such as
carbon dioxide, meth-
ane, and nitrous oxide
have thickened the at-
mospheric blanket,
largely due to defores-
tation, fossil fuel con-
sumption, and rapid in-
dustrialization.

One of the most
visible consequences - .
levels. climate variability has

of climate change is weather s
rising global tempera- leading to irregular According to En- further exacerbated
tures. rainfall, intense cyclopedia Britannica, this challenge.

The Copernicus storms, and stronger global sea levels have A report by the
Climate Change Ser- hurricanes. risen by approximately Pakistan Institute of
vice reported that av- Another major 21 to 25 centimeters Development Eco-

erage global tempera- consequence is sea- since 1880, threaten- nomics places Paki-
tures in 2024 exceeded level rise. Oceans ab-  ing coastal livelihoods ~ stan among the most

pre-industrial levels by sorb nearly 90 percent and infrastructure. water-risk-prone na-
1.52°C. This warming of excess heat caused Climate change tions.
has intensified by greenhouse gas has also intensified Water scarcity

action.

For Pakistan, how-
ever, climate vulner-
ability is compounded

L P leading to water scarcity, a places immense pres-
droughts, and in- thermalexpansion. Si- growing global con- sure onagriculture, in-
creased wildfire risks. multaneously, melting cern. Pakistan is al- dustry, and house-
Rising temperatures glaciers and ice sheets ready a  water- holds, undermining
have also disrupted contribute torisingsea stressed country, and economic stability and

food scwmy

Despite contribut-
ing minimally to global
emissions, Pakistan
bears a disproportion-
ate share of climate-
related losses. The
Global Climate Risk
Index ranks Pakistan
among the most vul-
nerable countries to
climate change.

The 2022 floods
alone caused an esti-
mated economic loss
of $40 billion and

claimed at least 1,700
lives. More recently,
monsoon floods in
2025 resulted in over
1,000 deaths.

Given these reali-
ties, climate adaptation
is no longer an aca-
demic debate but a
strategic necessity.

Mitigation re-
mains essential to limit
future warming
through  reduced
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Transitioning

from fossil fuels to re-
newable energy
sources such as solar,
wind, and hydropower
is critical.

Equally important
is adaptation. Since
climate impacts are
already unavoidable,
societies must
strengthen resilience.
Investment in climate-
resilient infrastructure,
improved urban plan-
ning, and effective
water management is
vital.

Global coopera-
tion remains the third
pillar of climate re-
sponse. Climate
change transcends
borders and requires
collective responsibil-
ity. Developed nations
must honor climate fi-
nance commitments
and support vulnerable
countries in adaptation
efforts.

For Pakistan, ef-
fective climate gover-
nance is central to re-
silience. Addressing
financing constraints,
strengthening leglsla-
tion, improving fed-
eral-provincial coordi-
nation, and prioritizing
adaptation over rheto-
ric are critical steps.

Climate change
presents urgent chal-
lenges that demand
immediate action.
Without decisive re-
forms in climate gov-
ernance and a strate-
gic shift toward adap-
tation, Pakistan will
continue to pay an un-
just price for a crisis it
did little to create.

The author can be
reached
dinziaud19@gmail.com.
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Balochistan Seeks Chinese Investment in Minerals
and CPEC Projects, Says Bilal Khan Kakar

NEWS DESK: Vice tion with Pakistan, not-
Chairman of the l ing that bilateral rela-
Balochistan Board of tions extended beyond
Investment, Bilal diplomatic ties and of-
Khan Kakar, has said fered extensive oppor-
that Pakistan’s tunities for economic
longstanding friendship partnership and
and economic coop- shared development.
eration with China can He added that
create new opportuni- growing Chinese in-
ties for development in vestor interest in
Balochistan. Balochistan’s mineral

He stated that sector presented an
Chinese partnership in opportunity to trans-
the China-Pakistan late bilateral coopera-
Economic Corridor tion into practical in-
(CPEC) and mineral vestment projects and

development projects Islamabad. Abdul prospects for collabo- and economic poten- make effective use of

could playasignificant Mannan, Chief Ex- ration between Chi- tial. He emphasized the province’s eco-
role in transforming ecutive Officer of the nese investors and the the need to strengthen nomic potential.
the province’s natural Balochistan Board of Government of this cooperation by Kakar stressed
resources into eco- Investment, was also Balochistan. promoting mineral re- that closer engage-
nomic growth, expand- present at the meet- Bilal Khan Kakar source development, ment with Chinese in-
ing industrial activities, ing. said China had played encouraging industrial vestors could help un-
and creating employ- The discussions an important role in investment, and sup- lock Balochistan’s
ment opportunities for focused on invest- various areas of eco- porting the growth of mineral wealth, sup-
young people. ment opportunities in nomic cooperation the local economy. port industrial expan-
Kakar expressed Balochistan’s mineral with Pakistan, while The Vice Chair- sion, and contribute to

Duki Deputy Commissioner
Reviews PPHI Performance, Directs
Improved Healthcare Services

DUKI: Amonthlyreview ~ briefed the Deputy Com-  vices to patients would
meeting (MRM) of the ioner on the perfor- not be acceptable.
Pakistan Public Health mance of healthcare cen- Kabdani further in-
Initiative (PPHI) Duki tres, targets achieved, structed the concerned
vas held under the challenges faced, and officials to regularly
chdu‘mdns ip of Deputy  the future course of ac-  monitor the performance
mer Duki tion. He also provided of healthcare facil
Fazal Rehman Kabdani updates on available fa- and submit monthly per-
to assess the perfor- cilities and medical ser- formance reports. He
mance of healthcare fa- vices being delivered to also emphasized the

cilities, availability of i ious need to achleve the tar-
medical services, and hea gets of ongoing health
implementation of vari- Addressing programmes, improve
ous health programmes ~meeting, Deputy Com- patient convenience,
across the district. missioner Fazal Rehman and maintain proper
The meeting was Kabdani directed therel- cleanliness at all
attended by PPHI Dis- evant authorities to en- healthcare centres.
trict Manager Qahir sure the availability of Highlighting the im-
Khan Durrani, Addi- medicines, essential portance of coordina-
tional District Manager medical equipment, doc- tion, the Deputy Com-
(ADM) Raz tors i ff missioner said that ef-

these views during a sector, CPEC had further man of the
meeting with Chinese exploration and highlighted Balochi Board of devel and job
business representa- development of natu- Balochistan’s geo- Investment appreci- creation across the
tive Mr. Du Junjie in ral resources, and graphical significance ated China’s coopera- province.

Mir Younus Aziz Zehri Chairs Monthly Review Meeting
of Government Departments in Khuzdar

KHUZDAR: A
monthly performance
review meeting of all
government depart-
ments in Khuzdar dis-
trict was held at the
conference hall of the

form their duties with
honesty, responsibility,
and dedication.

He also directed
all departments to keep
their monthly perfor-
mance reports ready

e p u t y and announced that he
Commissioner's Of- # g would personally visit
fice under the chair- hospitals, while the spective activities and  leader directed all rel-  their offices to assess
manship of Education Depart- performance. While evant departments to their performance and
Balochistan Assembly ment presented up- reviewing the perfor- ensure that develop- identify departments
Opposition Leader Mir dates on teachers' at- mance of the depart- ment projects were failing to meet expec-
Younus Aziz Zehri. tendance in schools. ments, Mir Younus completed on time tations.

Deputy Commissioner Officials from the AzizZehriemphasized and according to the Deputy Commis-
Khuzdar Abdul Buildings and Roads that development required quality stan-  sioner Abdul Razzaq
Razzaq Sasoli attended (B&R) Department, projects aimed at pub- dards. He stressed Sasoli assured the
the meeting as a spe- Public Health Engi- lic welfare were nota that transparency meeting that the dis-
cial participant. neering Department, favour to the people must be maintained in  trict administration

The meeting for- and Urban Planning but their fundamental every project to en- would ensure full
mally began with the Department provided right. He said Khuzdar sure that the public re- implementation of the
recitation of the Holy detailed briefings on was an underdevel- ceived improved and directions issued by
Quran, after which ongoing development oped district and that = sustainable facilities. Mir Younus Aziz

representatives of vari- projects, road con- no compromise would Mir Younus Aziz Zchri. He added that
ous departments pre- struction, and water be made on providing Zehri further in- all possible measures
sented their monthly supply schemes. residents with basic structed government would be taken to pro-
performance reports. Officials from the facilities, including officials to facilitate vide relief to the pub-

The Health De- Livestock, Agricul- education, healthcare, citizens visiting their lic and improve the de-
partment briefed the ture, and other depart- clean drinking water, offices, address public livery of government
meeting on the avail- ments also presented and roads. grievances without services across
ability of medicines in updates on' their re- The opposition negligence, and per- Khuzdar district.

Balochistan Transport Authority Cracks Down on
Overloading in Dhadar, Issues 14 Challans

QUETTA: On the spe-
cial directives of
Balochistan Provincial
Secretary of Transport
Muhammad  Hayat
Kakar and Secretary of
the Provincial Trans- ments, and ensure that
port Authority (PTA) vehicles meet the re-
Balochistan = Abdul traffic laws. and property, prevent that travelling on the quired fitness stan-
Majeed Junjo, a crack- Thejoint operation road accidents, and roofs of vans increases dards.

down was launched was conducted by the ensure compliance the risk of passengers The Provincial
against overloading, Provincial Transport with safety standards fallmg and suffenng Transport Authority
vehicles operating with-  Authority Balochistan in public transport on serious injuries, par- Balochistan and Kachhi
out route permits, and and Kachhi Traffic Po- national highways. ticularly during sudden Traffic Police reaf-
passengers travelling on  lice under the supervi- They emphasized braking. It also m- ﬁrmed that enforce-
the roofs of vans along sion of DIG Sibi that overloading, oper- creases the likel against

gers than the permitted
capacity, prohibit pas-
sengers from travelling
on vehicle roofs, main-
tain valid route permits
and other legal docu-

Nasir, N-STOP Officer a asic facilities  fective communication
Dr. Aziz Kakar, Dr. atall basic health uml@ and a coordinated strat-
Abdullah Jan, Chief across the district. egy among relevant i
Clinical Officer (CCO) He stressed that stitutions were essential
Saeed Ahmed, and other  residents of remote ar- to improving the
relevant officials. eas must have access to healthcare sector.
Duringthe meeting, quality healthcare ser- He directed PPHI
participants conducteda vices close to their and Health Department
detailed review of the homes. The Deputy officials to continue
overall performance of Commissioner stated working together and
PHI-managed thatnegligence and de- take practical measures
healthcare facilities lays in public healthcare to improve the quality
across Duki district. The ~ services would not be and accessibility of
review covered staff at- tolerated, addingthat the medical services for the
tendance, availability of ~timely provision of qual- people of Duki.
medicines and medical ityand effective medical At the conclusion
equipment, healthcare ~care remained akey pri- of the meeting, several
services provided to pa- ority of the district ad- necessary directives
tients, cleanliness, and ministration. He made it were issued to further
implementation of ongo-  clear that absenteeism improve the perfor-
inghealth programmes.  among staff at govern- mance of healthcare fa-
PPHI District Man- ment healthcare facili- cilities and ensure the
ager Qahir Khan Durrani ties, shortages of medi- provision of quality
presented the monthly cines, and any negli- medical services
performance report and gence in providing ser- throughout the district.

Balochistan Transport Authorities Crack
Down on Illegal Transport
Services in Dhadar, 26 Cars Impounded

QUETTA: The ing illegal two-D (2D) directed to comply fully
Balochistan Provincial transport services. In  with applicable laws, ob-
Transport Authority addition, 27 goods tain valid route permits,
(PTA) and Kachhi Traf- transport vehicles were  follow authorized routes,
fic Police have launched issued traffic challans avoid overloading, and
enforcement action for operating without refrain frominstalling il-
againstillegal transport valid route permits or legal searchlights on
services, vehicles oper- using routes without the — their vehicles. Officials
ating without route per- - required authorization.  warned that strict action
mits, unauthorized Officials also re- would be taken against
routes, illegal search- moved illegal search- violators.

lights, and overloading lights from several ve- The authorities fur-

on the Quetta— hicles and issued strict ~ther highlighted that il-
Jacobabad National warnings to transporters ~legal two-D car services
Highway in Dhadar, found violating over- posed a significant chal-

Kachhi district. loading regulations. lenge to the transport
The operation was The relevant au- sector and government

carried out on the spe- thorities stated that en- revenue.

cial directives of forcement operations They stated that the

Balochistan Provincial would continue to en- vehicles involved were
Secretary Transport sure effective implemen- operating without com-
d ayat tation of transport laws, mercial registration and

men
the Quetta—Jacobabad Muhammad Pervez ating vehicles illegally, of vehicles losing bal- trafﬁn violations on na-
National Highway in Umrani, DPO Kachhi carrying passengers ance and overturning. tional highways will
Dhadar, district Kachhi. Ghulam ~ Murtaza beyond the permitted ansporters Di- continue.

During the opera- Bhutto, and DSP capacity, rected to Follow Traf- Authorities
tion, challans were is- Circle Sher and allowing pas- fic Laws stressed that strict ad-
sued to 14 vans for vio- Muhammad. sengers to travel on To ensure passen- herence to traffic regu-
lating transport regula- Crackdown Aims vehicle roofs are seri- ger safety on the lations is essential to re-

tions, while the owners to Improve Road ous viol s of traf- Quett: d Na- ducing road accidents
and drivers of 27 vans Safety fic laws that pose sig- tional Highway, trans- and ensuring safer jour-
were issued warnings Officials said the nificant risks to human port operators have neys for passengers
and directed to ensure operation aims to pro- life. been urged to avoid travelling  across

strict compliance with tect passengers' lives Officials warned carrying more passen- Balochistan.

Balochistan Governor Highlights Role of Digital Technology
on World Development Information Day

Q UETT A : social structures, knowledge within economic and social edge and experience,

Kakar and Secretary curbunauthorized trans- warned that action
Provincial Transport port services, and main- would also be taken
Authority Abdul tain safe and orderly traf- against those carrying
Majeed Junjo. fic flow on national'high- passengers through un-
The enforcement ways. authorized services.
drive was conducted They warned that The enforcement
under the supervision of ~ vehicles operating with- drive is part of broader
DIG Sibi Muhammad out route permits, pro- efforts by transport au-
Pervaiz Umrani, DPO  viding illegal transport ~thorities to regulate
Kachhi Ghulam Murtaza ~ services, or violating public and goods trans-
Bhutto, and DSP Circle other transport regula- portation, improve road

Sher Muhammad. tions would face legal ~safety, ensure compli-
During the opera- action without discrimi- ance with licensing re-

tion, authorities im- nation. quirements, and protect

pounded 26 cars operat- Transporters were government revenue.

Haji Ali Madad Jattak Praises
Security Forces for
Foiling Terrorist Attack in Gwadar

QUETTA: Pakistan Jattak emphasized Gwadar and other parts
Peoples Party (PPP) cen- that terrorists could of Balochistan was es-
tral leader and Member never  undermine sential to protecting the
of the Balochistan Pro- Balochistan’s commit- lives and property of the
vincial Assembly, Haji ment to peace, develop- public. He expressed
Ali Madad Jattak, has ment, and prosperity. He confidence that terrorist
strongly condemned an said the people of elements would never

Balochistan Governor ~ economies, and politi- reach through development chal- and the timely provi-
Taffar Khan cal relationships. smartphones. A mod- lenges and raise pub-  sion of reliabie infor-
Mandokhail has em- He said modern ern mobile phone, he lic awareness of the mation were indis-
phasized the impor- digital technology had observed, could store obstacles to sustain- pensab]e to achlevmg
tance of digital tech- transformed the world an enormous collec- able global d
nology, access to reli- into a global village, tion of books and pro- He stressed that  goals.
able information, and significantly reducing vide access to mfor- public awareness, Jin- Mandokhail urged
international coopera- distances between mation to formed United Nations agen-
tion in promoung sus- people and mkmg in- that available in major  and meaningful uuzcn cies and other interna-
tainable d formation libraries. participation in ad- tional to
and addressing eco- with just a click. According to the dressing economic support and guide the
nomic and social chal- Highlighting edu- governor, these tech- and social issues were youth of Balochistan in
lenges. cational infrastructure nological advance- essential to ensuring benefiting from
In his message on in Balochistan, ments were creating that the benefits of emerging technologies,

World Development Mandokhail said the new opportunities for modern development particularly artificial
Information Day, the province's 12 public higher education and reached ordinary intelligence (Al) and

governor said human- universitics, 16 cam- research while helping people. robotics.
ity had witnessed three  puses, and more than communities under- The governor also He emphasized
major revolutions 140 boys' and girls' stand development underscored the that modern technol-

throughout history: the colleges had con- needs, identify chal- growingimportanceof ogy should be har-
Agricultural Revolu- nected people across lenges, and find effec- digital literacy, access nessed to promote hu-

tion, the Industrial the province with a tive solutions. to accurate informa- man welfare, eco-
Revolution, and the In- rapidly  changing Mandokhail said tion, and the respon- nomic equality, and
formation Technology world. He added that the primary purpose of  sible use of technology  social justice, ensuring
Revolution. He noted digital technology had observing World De-  in the modern era. that technological
that these transforma- brought global im- velopment Information He said interna- progress contributes to

tions had profoundly ages, sounds, creative Day was to draw glo- tional cooperation, the inclusive and sustain-
influenced human life, content, research, and bal attention to major exchange of knowl- able development.

terrorist at- istan stood firmly succeed in undermining
tack in Gwadar and alongside the security the province’s develop-
praised the security forces in their efforts to ment, economic stability,
forces for their timely maintain peace and pro-  or the bright future of its
and effective action to mote sustainable devel- people.
thwart the incident. opment across the prov- Jattak also called for
In astatement, Haji ince. He added that at- continued national
Ali Madad Jattak com- lcmpls to spread fear unity, public solidarity,
mended the courage, disrupt and coordinated efforis
bravery, and profession- B1lochlslan s develop- by security institutions
alism demonstrated by ment would not succeed. to combat terrorism. He
security personnel in  The people of the prov- ~said ensuring peace and
foiling the terrorist at- ince and the security prosperity in
tempt. He said the swift ~forces remain united in Balochistan was a
response reflected the their ongoing struggle shared responsibility
vigilance of the security against terrorism, he and urged all patriotic

E

forces and their unwa- said. forces to continue play-
vering commitment to The PPP leader ing their role in making
safeguarding national stressed that maintain- the province peaceful,
security. ing law and order in stable, and prosperous.
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Terrorist commander killed during IBO in
Balochistan's Qila Saifullah:state media

NEWS DESK:Security
forces killed a terrorist
commander during an
intelligence-based op-
eration (IBO) in
Balochistan’s  Qila
Saifullah, state-run Ra-
dio Pakistan reported on
Sunday, citing security
sources.
The slain terrorist was
identified as Adil Shah
alias Darvesh in the
state broadcaster’s re-
port, which said he be-
longed to Fitna-al-
Khawarij — a term the
state uses for terrorists
belonging to the
banned  Tehreek-i-
Taliban Pakistan.

“Security forces are
actively carrying out op-
erations against terror-
ists in Balochistan under
“Operation Radd-ul-
Fitna-3’. According to
security sources, the ter-
rorist commander had
been associated with
Fitna-al-Khawarij since
Dec 2020 and had been
managing the financial
affairs of the group since
2024,” the report said.

The commander
was also involved in fa-
cilitating permanent resi-
dences for “foreign ter-
rorists” in Balochistan’s
Zhob, Sherani, and
Shaban, the report
quoted the sources as
saying. It added that the
slain terrorist had been
involved in attacks on
security forces and kid-
napping for ransom
since 2022.

Nineteen first infor-

mation reports were reg-  rorists were killed in an
istered against him and IBO in Balochistan’s
abounty ofRs2.5 million Washuk by security
was placed on his head, forces, while 10 terror-
the report further stated. ists were killed in a tar-

Balochistan Chief geted IBO conducted by
Minister Sarfraz Bugti the Counter-Terrorism
said in a post on X that Department in
his killing showed the Balochistan’s Barkhan

security forces’ “profes-  district on Oct 10.
sional expertise and On Sept 17, three
readiness” terrorists were elimi-
The province has nated in an IBO in
witnessed terrorist at- Balochistan’s Awaran
tacks and security chal- district’s Badrang area.
lenges fora long fime. ~ Another three were
On October 19, an  killed in Mastung on
army major was martyred,  Sept 14. Earlier in Sep-
and four terrorists were  tember, 21 terrorists were
killed during IBOs in Killed in separate en-
Balochistan. gagements in Nokcha,
A day before that, Chagai, Ziarat Cross,
security forces killed and Pishin.
cight “India-sponsored” According to Paki-
terrorists during IBOs stan Institute for Conflict
conducted in the and Security Studies
Quetta, Nushki and (PICSS), terrorist vio-
Khuzdar districts of lence increased sub-
Balochistan. stantially last month,
OnOct 14, five ter- with 225 attacks re-

corded nationwide, com-
pared with 199 in August,
representing a 13.1 per
cent increase and the
highest monthly total
recorded in 12 years.
As per the report,
terrorism related fatali-
ties rose by 64 per cent

" from 15810259, whilein-

juries increased by 33.7
per cent to

Balochistan re-
mained the most affected
province, the report
said, accounting for 131
attacks — 58.2pc of the
national total.

Chief of Defence
Forces and Chief of the
Army StaffField Marshal
Asim Munir said last
week that the armed
forces will continue the
counterterrorism cam-
paign against Indian-
sponsored terrorist
groups “to the fullest”,
vowing to “hit them hard
wherever they are”.

Hina Javed murder case: In open letter to
Punjab CM, victim's family again expresses

FM Dar, Chinese envoy discuss CPEC,

trade and regional stability

NEWS DESK:Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
cign Minister Ishaq Dar
met Chinese Ambassa-
dor Jiang Zaidong in
Islamabad on Sunday,
discussing bilateral co-
operation, including the
China-Pakistan Eco-

nomic Corridor (CPEC),

strategic cooperative
partnership”, which en-
compasses cooperation
under CPEC, connectiv-
ity, trade and invest-
ment, agricultural
modernisation  and
people-to-people ex-
changes.

FM Dar “under-
of

“exchange views on re-
gional developments”,
the ministry said, adding
that they had reaffirmed
“the importance of dia-
logue and diplomacy for
sustainable peace and
stability in the region”.
Read: Pakistan,

China agree to allgn de-

trade and investment,

and regional develop-

ments, the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs (MoFA)
aid.

According to the
statement released by
MoFAon X, FM Dar *“ap-
preciated the continued
progress” in the Paki-
stan-China “all-weather

scored the i

sustained high-level ex-
changes™ to further ad-
vance the “Pakistan-

China Community of

Shared Future in the
New Era”, according to
the statement.

The meeting also
provided an opportu-

nity for the two sides to

lopment plans, launch
CPEC2.0

Pakistan and China
marked the 75th anniver-
sary of their diplomatic
relations this year, with
both sides seeking to
expand cooperation be-
yond traditional infra-
Structure projects. The
next phase of the China-

Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor, known as CPEC
2.0, is expected to focus
on industriali tion, ag-
riculture, mining, infor-
mation technology and
artificial intelligence.

At the seventh
round of the Pakistan-

China Foreign Mini
ters’ Strategic Dialogue
in Beijing in January, the
two countries agreed to

heir development
priorities and deepen co-
operation in trade, i
vestment, science and
technology,
cybersecurity  and
people-to-people ex-
changes.

Tehreek-i-Insaf activis
get bail

NEWS DESK:The
Peshawar High Court
has granted bail to 28
Pakistan Tehreck-i-Insaf

MPO

the next hearing of the
pemmn jointly filed by

e 28 detainees, who
have challenged their

Yasir Khattak, appeared
for the petitioners and
contended that the im-
pugned executive deten-

detained under

KPK, Peshawarand oth-
ers

They maintained
that the impugned orders

mistrust in pollce pl‘Obe (PTI) activists arrested detention orders issued |ion orders issued by the failed to meet the man-
X o i e T under the Mai by the home under datory legal require-
NEWS DESK:The vant; however the inves- and objections regard- and “points solely to- | Jep i Order (MPO) on Oct 12,2026, Sectmn 3 of the West mentsunder Section 3 of

victim’s family in the
Hina Javed murder case
has written an open let-
ter to Punjab Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz,
again expressing their
mistrust in the police in-
vestigation and calling
for the formation of a ju-
dicial commission to
probe the matter, it
emerged on Sunday.

Hina, a 45-year-old
digital media executive,
was found dead at her
residence in Rawalpindi
in August, with police
noting signs of torture.
Her husband and their
domestic worker were
arrested as Hina’s fam-
ilyaccused them of mur-
dering her while her fa-
ther-in-law was que
tioned as part of the in-
vestigation.

Earlier, her family
had written to the Na-
tional Commission on
Human Rights, request-
ing intervention in the
investigation of the mur-
der case and alleging
that the probe was com-
promised.

On Saturday, when
the Punjab CM was
asked on X to look into
the case, she re-
sponded: “Iam keeping
aclose watch. The DNA
test results and poly-
graph test suggest that
the murder and rape were
committed by the ser-

tigation is ongoing.”

In their letter, Hina’s
family referred to
Maryam’s post, claiming
lhal the investigation

“continues to shift
blame away from” the
victim’s husband.

“We, the family of
the late Hina Javed,
write to you publicly be-
cause every effort to

reach you directly has
failed,” the letter began.
It added: “The ex-
tent and brutality of tor-
ture [....] tells you every-
thing you need to know
about this murder. It tells
you about the rage and
hate that went into it.”
Inits letter, the fam-
ily said it had shared its
concerns, reservations

ing the police investiga-
tion committee probing
the case and “we also
tried repeatedly to meet
or speak with you, but
we were never able to
reach you.”

Referring to CM
Maryam’s latest post on
X, it claimed the DNA of
Hina’s husband and fa-

ther-in-law was found on

her body.And the foren-
sic reports of her
well as those of his and
the domestic worker’s
mobile phones, were
pending; pertinent mes-
sages were deleted from
Hina’s mobile; and the
investigation “contin-
ues to shift blame away
from™ Hina’s husband

wards the domestic ser-
vant”, the family alleged.

t also accused
Hina’s husband of
“planting evidence” in
the case.

According to the
postmortem and DNA re-
port analysis, evidence
collected during the in-
vestigation indicated
that Hina had been bru-

tally tortured. The post-
mortem report noted
blue marks on her hands
and arms and a wound
on her neck. Forensic
evidence collected from
the crime scene also
matched the DNA
samples of her husband
and domestic servant,
according to the DNA
analysis report.

Dar orders urgent action to rein in
rising wheat prices

NEWS DESK: Express-
ing concern over rising
wheat prices, Deputy
Prime Minister and For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Saturday directed
federal and provincial
governments to take all
necessary measures, in-
cluding increasing mar-
ket supply, to bring
prices under control.
Chairing a cabinet
committee meeting to re-
view the stocks, prices
and supply of essential
commodifies, Mr Dar
emphasised that safe-
guarding national food
security and ensuring
the availability of essen-
tial items at reasonable
prices were government
priorities. The partici-
pants reviewed national
reserves, procurement
frameworks, domestic
consumption and price
trends. They were in-
formed that stocks of
essential commodities
remained adequate, en-
suring stability in local

stocks were sufficient to
meet requirements until
the next harve
Regarding sugar,
the committee was in-

formed that its price in

the domestic market re-
mained well below the
targeted retail price of
RsI55 per kg, with sur-
plus stocks available
until the next crushing
season.

Mr Dar directed
federal and provincial
authorities to closely
monitor market net-
works, stressing that all
organisations must
show zero tolerance for
hoarding and market

Food Security and Re-
search Minister Rana
Tanveer Hussain, Cli-
mate Change Minister
Musadik Malik, Special
Assistant to the Prime

Minister Tariq Bajwa,
the secretaries of the
national food security
and research and com-
merce ministries, the
chief secretaries of all
provinces, and senior
officials from relevant
federal and provincial
departments. Implemen-
tation urged

Inarelated develop-
ment, the PTI Kisan
Wing has welcomed the
government’s  an-
of a wheat

supplies. The
was briefed that domes-
tic and imported wheat

The meeting was
attended by National

support price of Rs4,500
per maund (40kg), while

expressing reservations
about its implementa-
tion and demanding con-
crete measures to ensure
farmers receive the an-
nounced rate for their
produce.A day earlier,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifset the new indica-
tive wheat support price
for 2027, increasing it by
Rs1,000 from the rate
fixed last year.

According to a
statement issued on
Saturday, PTI Kisan
Wing Central Secretary
Information Khalid
Nawaz Sadhraich said
the announcement had
come after a prolonged
wait and persistent de-
mands by farmers’
organisations, which
had repeatedly urged
the government to pro-
tect growers from rising
production costs and fi-
nancial losses.

He welcomed the
announcement but said
its significance would
depend on whether the
government ensured its
implementation in letter
and spirit.

Ordinance following the Assistant Advo- Pakistan Maintenance of the MPO Ordinance,
imposition of emergency ~cate General Waqar PublicOrder Ordinance, 1960, as well as the
and governor’s rule in  Khalil, who was present 1960, against their clients ~settled principles laid
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.  in the court, sought time ~were identical in nature. down by the Supreme

A bench compris- on behalf of the respon- They argued that Court regarding preven-
ing Justice Syed Arshad  dents, including the the orders neither dis- tive detention.
Ali and Justice Babar home department and closed specific grounds The counsel also
Sattar directed the peti- the deputy commis- nor referred to any par- drew the court’s atte
tioners, including Ahsan  sioner of Mardan. ticular incident, occur- tion to interim orders is-
and 27 others, to pro- He promised to rence orovertacttosub- sued by the high court

duce two surety bonds submit comprehensive stantiate the sweeping benches in Swat.
0fRs100,000 eachto the  para-wise comments on allegations and appre- and Abbottabad on
satisfaction of their re- the petition, along with hensions expressed Oct 20 and 21, respec-
spective area magis- TR B .

trates.

“The petitioners
shall furnish an under-
taking that they shall
neither engage in any
anti-state activity nor
act in any manner preju-
dicial to public safety or
the maintenance of pub-
lic order,” it declared.

The bench ob-
served that the petition-
ers had made out a prima
facie case for the grant
ofinterim relief, particu-
larly as their fundamen-
tal rights to life and lib-
erty, guaranteed under
Articles 4,9, 10 and 15 .
of the Constitution, therelevantrecordsand therein. uvely. s)m)larlyplac/:dm—
1973, were involved.  supporting documents, The lawyers cited dividuals facing ident

High court asks before the next hearing, an carlier high court judg-  cal detention orders un-
them to promise in writ- A panel of lawyers, ment titled “Aftab Alam der Section 3 of the
mg not to indulge in including Azhar Rahim, and another vs Secre- MPO Ordinance had

“anti-state’ activities Sajjad Ahmad, Saeed tary Home and Tribal been granted interim re-

It fixed Oct 27 for Usmanand Mohammad ~Affairs, Government of lief.

PM’s aide vows full polio eradication as
this year s tally stands at seven

NEWS DESK:Prime r N2
Minister’s Focal Person {
for Polio Eradication,
Ms Ayesha Raza
Faroog, on the occasion
of World Polio Day on
Saturday, said that sig-
nificant progress has
been achieved in the
tional mission to eradi-
cate the virus of this crip-
pling disease.

She said that while
the country has re-
corded a 99.8pc reduc-
tion in polio cases over
the past three decades,
the positivity rate of en- i -
vironmental samples for of two worldwide where “Pakistan is demon- PMA Dr Abdul Ghafoor

poliovirus has declined the virus remains en- strating strong progress Shoro has stated that as
to below 10pc. demic, along with Af-  with onlya handful of re-  of Oct 2026, Pakistan has
“We must sustain ghanistan. ported cases this year, officiallyrecorded seven
the progress achieved PMA seeks secu- and in order to safe- wild poliovirus cases
sofar. Iwant tothank all  rity for vac guard our credibilityand  nationwide.“The break-
partners for supporting teams in high-risk areas maintain trust, we are down reflects ongoing
us throughout the jour- “We have contrib- continuing to address localised viral transmi

ney towards polio eradi- utedmore than US$3 bil- other  community sion, including five re-
cation. Similarly, the ef- lion, including US$1.3 needs,” said Aziz ported cases in Khyber
forts of polio workers million from Rotary Memon, chair of Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and
cannot be forgotten. We members in Pakistan, Rotary’s Pakistan Na- two cases in Sindh,” he
will soon completely and invested more than tional PolioPlus Commit-  stated.* P

eradicate the disease half a billion of these tee. strongly condemns vio-
from Pakistan,” she funds and countless PMA recommenda- lent attacks on door-to-
added. volunteer hours to pro- tions door vaccination work-

Meanwhile, Rotary  tect over 45 million chil- Pakistan Medical ers and their security

International has reaf- dren in Pakistan from Association (PMA) has detail, including a tragic
firmed its decades-long  this paralysing dis- stated that the country attack in September in
support for Pakistan’s ease,” said Rotary Inter-  stands at a decisive junc- Balochistan where two
efforts to stop the national President turein publichealthhis- police constables de-
spread of the wild polio- Olayinka ~ Hakeem tory. ployed to protect a po-
virus in the country, one  Babalola. Secretary General lio team lost their lives.




